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Windsor found generous benefactors 
and active citizens in lawyer and 
statesman William Maxwell Evarts 
(1818-1901) and his descendents. The 
family’s early historic preservation 
efforts, large-scale landscape design 
projects, and support of industry and 
culture had a profound influence on 
the way Windsor looks today. 

Evarts, who  served  as attorney general 
for President Andrew Johnson, secre­
tary of state for President Rutherford 
Hayes, and as United States senator 
for New York, began to create a sum­
mer retreat for his family in 1846 on 
several estates and land within the 
village of Windsor. By 1857 he and his 
wife, Helen Wardner Evarts, a Windsor 
native, owned 1,000 acres. The estate 
included many fine homes on the 
north end of Main Street, forest, and 
farmland in both Windsor and Cornish, 
New Hampshire. 

In the mid 1800s the part of the estate stretching west 
of Main Street, visible behind the Old Constitution 
House, was called “Paradise” for the beauty of its 
white pine forest. The land contained a low swamp 
traversed by the winding Pulk Hole Brook. In 1884 
the family constructed a granite and earthen dam 
across the brook to create 63-acre Lake Runnemede, 
used for swimming, boating, and fishing. 

Several of William Evarts’s 12 children made sig­
nificant contributions to the town. Maxwell Evarts 
financed the Windsor Machine Company, an impor- 
tant industry in the early 1900s. Judge Sherman Evarts 
was instrumental in saving the Old Constitution  
House from demolition, moving it onto the Evarts 
estate in 1914, where it is now a state-owned his­
toric museum. The 119-acre Paradise Park and Lake 
Runnemede, important both for recreation and as a 
natural habitat, are under a conservation easement 
and now owned by the town of Windsor for public use.  
A trail behind the Old Constitution House leads to the 
dam and park trails.

A family camps in the woods of Paradise Park.
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