The rapid expansion of Windsor’s machine

tool industry at the turn of the century
created a demand for workforce housing.
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Queen Anne style. A lithograph of the Vermont State Prison, published in Recollections of Windsor

Prison by John Reynolds (Boston, 1834)

Courtesy Special Collections, Bailey/Howe Library, University of Vermont

Farther west is the former Vermont State Prison, adapted
for housing in 1975. When completed in 1809, the prison
represented the most modern approach to criminal
reform, replacing fines and public corporal punishment
with long-term incarceration. Constructed of granite
quarried on nearby Mount Ascutney, the fortress-like
building had walls three feet thick and fourteen feet

State Street

high. An adjoining brick building housed guards and
keepers. Over the years, the local economy relied on
prison labor to produce cloth, shoes, and most notably,
the rotary pump and guns. When it closed, it was the
oldest continuously operating prison in the country.
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A guard oversees a prison workshop at the Vermont State

Prison.
Courtesy Special Collections, Bailey/Howe Library,
University of Vermont

A combination of religious, institutional,
and penal architecture lines the south side of

State Street. To the left is the monumental

by renowned Boston architect Alexander Architect Henry Bacon and the Windsor Public Library

: : Bacon image courtesy Library of Congress; postcard courtesy Windsor Historical Society
Parris (1780-1852). Its Greek Revival style
and commandmg site on a Shght rise recall Between these two buﬂdmgs stands the solid and

the lotty democratic ideals of the Greek respectable Windsor Library, designed in the Georgian
Republic embodied in the temple form. The Revival style by Henry Bacon (1866-1924), architect of
church contains an organ designed by local the Lincoln Memorial. Its construction in 1905 ended
inventor Lemuel Hedge, whose career as a the itinerant history of the town’s lending
mechanical engineer included the patenting library, which first had occupied a room in
of early machine tools, as well as musical the town hall and later several rooms in the
instruments. Hiram Harlow house at #45 State Street.
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