
WINDSOR
V E R M O N T

Windsor was one of the first five Vermont 

towns to receive a post office in 1784, but 

the United States government took another 

75 years to give it an official home. Ammi 

B. Young (1798-1874), a Lebanon, New 

Hampshire, native and the first supervis­

ing architect for the U.S. Department of 

the Treasury, designed the post office in the 

Italianate style to recall the architecture of 

the Roman Republic. The formal, symmet­

rical arrangement of windows and doors and 

bold ornament convey a sense of authority. 

The building had a first-floor post office and 

a second-floor federal courthouse. 

Young used the Italianate style in many of 

the federal buildings constructed throughout 

the country during his tenure in the 1850s. 

Other Young designs include an identical 

courthouse in Rutland, Vermont, now the 

Rutland Free Library, as well as Vermont’s 

second state house in Montpelier, 

destroyed by fire in 1857. Look closely 

to discover one of the most historically 

significant features of the building. 

The rusticated “quoins” decorating 

the corners of the building, as well as 

other details, may look like cut stone 

but are made of cast iron. Young used 

this material in the building to com­

ply with a new federal law requiring 

fireproof construction. Modern tech­

nological advancements of the Indus­

trial Revolution made cast iron readily available. Strong 

structural iron beams permitted more windows than was 

possible with timber framing.

The Windsor Post Office opened in 1859 and is one of the 

three oldest federal post offices in continuous use in the 

United States. 
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Community bands like this one, posing in front of the Windsor Post Office, were a 
popular form of entertainment in the 1800s and early 1900s. What appears to be 
textured masonry on the building is actually cast iron, a popular fireproof material 
often manufactured to mimic stone.   
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Windsor draped many of its buildings in patriotic bunting for the visit 
of former U.S. president Theodore Roosevelt on June 9, 1911, on his 
way to a speaking engagement in White River Junction.    
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