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SYCAMORE CREEK WATER SYSTEM

Preliminary Docket Information

01-12-2015: Memo to file: Refer to Other Supporting Information for the Drought Assessment

January 12, 2015

MEMO TO FILE

In 2014, the State of California suffered the third consecutive year of extreme drought. In January 2014,
the Governor declared a drought emergency. The State Water Resources Control Board issued
projections for the summer of 2014 as to likely calls for curtailment in the state’s major watersheds.

In response, WRB contacted all of the NPS units in California regarding the drought and offered WRB’s
services to assist in preparations for potential calls for curtailment. A few parks responded, and WRB
prepared drought assessments for SEKI, YOSE, and LAVO, and also worked with PINN and WHIS. The
drought assessments included an inventory of the park’s rights and uses, an assessment of the relative
seniority of the parks rights, and an estimation of the likelihood of the park’s rights being called for
curtailment. In spring 2014, WRB sent to SEKI, YOSE, and LAVO the drought assessments with
recommendations to ensure that park water needs were protected.

In summer 2014, the Board did issue calls for curtailment of post-1914 rights in order to protect the
diversions of senior rights (pre-1914 and riparian). In addition, the State legislature passed laws
regarding the management of groundwater—the first legislation regarding groundwater in the State’s
history. As a result of these developments, WRB updated the drought assessment and provided a final
hardcopy to SEKL LAVO, and YOSE, reflecting these developments.

Given the size of the drought assessment, one hard copy was put into Docket #1 of each park listed
above in the section “Other Supporting Information”. In the remaining dockets, this Memo to File
has been placed, referring readers to the drought assessment located in Docket #1.

In addition, the Drought Assessment is cross referenced as a .PDF in IRMA (Code No. 2242660) in
each applicable docket.

Eric Lord
Water Rights Specialist
January 2015
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[

SEUOIA RATIONAL PARK

JATER SYSTIMS

Branch of Engineering
San Frane¢isce, Califormia

March 13, 1938

Revised list based on infermatiem supplied in letters from
Acting Superintendent to Director February 26, 19386 and to Chief
Engineer February 27, 1936 and Mareh 11, 19306.

The western portion of the Park is drained by Eaweah River. The
eutive flow of Kaweeh River is used for irrigation im Tulare County.

The eastern portion is drained by Kernm River, which flows inte
Buena Vista Lake Reservolr in Kern County.

A very mall area at the south is drained by the North and
Middle Forks of Tule River. Tule River water is used for irrigatioen

in Tulare County.

(Existing unless ﬂloEn designated)

’X’ 1. Ash Mountain Dwg. SEQ-4961,3062
Serves: Park Hesdquarters, employees' residences, utility area,
tree nursery, barn and pudlic eamp ground. Domestic use, sanitary,
lawn sprinkling, fire protection and water for livesteck.

Seiiree of Supply: Spring tributary to Alder Cr., whieh is
tributary to Kaweeh River.

System: Dem i Alder Or. impounding 140,000 galloas; 6" supply
line to reserveir; 50,000 gal. conerete storage reservoir; 4" and 3
main; 2" and smaller laterals.

Notes: BEstimated flow of springs Nov. to May, 40,000 gal. per
day (0,062 sec. £t); May %o Nov, 20,000 gal. per day (0.031 see.rt).

Puture use: 100,000 gal. per dey (0.155 sec.f$.)
A" 2. Ash Mowstain (Proposed)
Souree of Supply: Middle Fork of Kaweah River.

System: Three miles of pipe line frem diversion dam of
Southera California Edison Co. to existing reserveir at Ash Mountainj

|
‘ 5
i new distribution system.
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Se thern ifornia Edi »
Privately owned hydroelectric plams.
Souree of Supply: Middle Fork and Marble Fork of Kaweah River.

System: Diversion dams in both forks; flumes; penstock and power
house loeated outside the boundary below Ash Mountain.

Notes: Water rights acquired and land leased about 1911 by Mb.

. Wnitney Power Co. -

4. Potwishs COQ Camp

Possible future campground., - -

Source of Supply: Southera Califormia Edison Co., Marble Fork
flume.

System: Wood storage tank and distributing lines.

Notes: Approx. use, 7,500 gal. per day, sanitary and domestic.

0. Hospital Rock Dwg. SEQ-3047B, 4602.
Serves: Ranger station and campground; operstor buildings and cabins.
Source of Supply: Spring tributary to Middle Fork of Kaweah River.

System: Supply line from spring; storage tank; distributing lines.

6. Giant Forest Dwg. SEQ. 4980,4973,4977

Serves: Government administrative buildinmgs and residences; publie
campgrounds; lodge, eabins; storss,and other concessionsj and comfort
stations in Giant Forest area; comfort stati fountains
at Sherman Tree; and Wolvertom CCC Camp. Also would serve proposed

Wolverton ¢ampground.

Souree of Supply: Wolverten Craek, which is tributary te Marble
Fork of Kaweah River. Additional supply, if ever needed, is available

in Sillimsn Oreek.

Systém: Diversion dem; four miles of supply line which is part
6" steel pipe and part 5" wood stave pipe; two 20,000 gal. woed storage
tanks; G.I. distributing lines, sizes 3-1/2" to 3/4".

Plans based on an estimated future use of 205,000 gal. per day

propose to increase the supply by diverting additional water frem
Wolverton Cr. and tributaries, replacing the wooden supply line with

2.




03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 3cont

a steel pipe, econstructing two 100,000 gal. concrete storage tanks
and replacing present inadequate distributing system.

See report by R.W. Linceln, Peb. 1933 and Dwg. SEQ 4939.

Notea: ZEstimated average use, May to Oct. imnclusive, 80,000
gal. per day (0.124 sec. ft.); Nov. to Apr.,inclusive, 4,000 gal.

r day (0.006 sec.f%.). / V r ;u A
(L“?( \Jp‘ 7 { )/_,/6(;,/4/ et & /—"-“*Q'-,éﬁfi?ﬂw ﬂ("“ "‘7/(’* o,
(o4 Lo 2. C .,
4fece J9L { For information as o flow of Welverten Cr. and tributaries amd /. :

7 Lot 'rk'/, g
witer diverted during semson 1932, see drawings SEQ-4963,4964. . ., nc’ (al

#U e teiecd
:/ﬂ/l”ﬁ

e 1((»;:._(’{:’:. e x‘;,- " (’rmf;"l’;‘ Pe Lo o
4

* 7. Ledgepole Dwg. SEQ-5021 il
Serves: Govermment residential eand utility areas, ranger statiom,
. publie eampground, comfort stations, amd 'ﬂ?_gi!l‘;!"l .phnt.

e

Ll ¢
/Léy/rrce.:rmc

System: Diversien dam; 4" and 3" C.I. supply line; twe 10,000
gal. storage tanks; 6", 4" and 3" C.I. mains; 3" amd smaller laterals.

Source of Supply: Sillimen Cr., which is tributary to ierble

8. To! and North Tekopah O
Sourse of Supply: Spring tributary to Marble Fork. ( /

e
System: 10,000 gal, tank and distributing lines.

<~ 9, Cabin Creek (Proposed)

To serve: Rmnger residence, public comfort station, ete.
Possible campground site.

¥ d
Souree of Supply: Dorst Cr,, which is tributary to North Fork.
of Kaweah River.

10. Derst Cresk Gempground (Preposed) [ t(d(./ .

A a7
Souree of Supply: Sprimgs tributa.y te Dor_l,t_ Cr,y which 19,,
tributary to Nerth Pork of Kaweah River. ol ; ‘i/’fjf: ; N L,
11. Colony Mill Renger Statiom Y

AN iy
Souree of Supply: Sprug.”\ulmnry to Cedar Or., which is ¢
tributary to Yucea Cr., which is tridutary to North Fork of Kaweah River.

System: Piped by gravity to collecting tank; pumped to storage
tank; piped from storage tank to ranger station.

Se
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12, Naxhls Fork 00C Gayp . >* '

Piped frem a creek tributary to lMarble Fork.
This site was fommerly a publiec campground and will undoubtedly
become ome again whem the CCC ecamp is abandomed.

13. Moro Rook Pescing Aves (-
| ; Ve 174
i Piped frem Soldier Gresk, which is tributary to Middle Fork of
Kaweah River,

Serves comfort station and drdnking fountain.

14. Grescent Meedow Parking Area ,g/ P o
Pumped by hend from shallow well,

15. Kera Ranger Statien el R
/

Piped from Coyote Or., a tributary of Kern River. 600 ft. of 0K
1" pipe. /It is proposed so enlarge the system and supply water . &
for M ground ti/: Lt g enls '},z:wcf ?
16. Mess Spring

Spring tributary to Marble Fork, developed to make water [
available for cars on Generals Highway.

17._Slide Spring

Spring tridbutary to Marble Fork, developed to make water availS
able for Gars on Generals Highway. The spring dries up by midsummer
and water is them hauled fram Giant Forest.

18. Granite ' /

Spring tributary to Middle Fork of Eaweah River, develeped to
meke water available for cars om Cenerals Highway. The spring dries
up by midsummer and weter is hauled from Giant Forest.

19. Big Fern Spring .

Spring Sributary to Middle Fork of Kaweah River, developed teo
make water available for ecars on Generals Highway.

20. A% Stati
-

Piped from aprings $ributary to East Fork of Kaweah River.

4.
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(

%1. Yuesa COC Camp Wt i)
. éen ¢ ¢-¢(*‘f ,:';/
r d

Piped frem Yucea Creek, a tributary of North Fodk of Kaweah River,

22. Buskeye COG Camp (Located outside Park) ]
|

-

Takes water from flume of Southern California Edisom Co. — |
23. Shrieber Flat 00 Camp (Located outside Park) Dwg. SEQ - 8111 |
Soures of Supply: Nerth Fork of Kaweah River. i

System: Pumped through ' line te 10,000 gal. storege tank; ¥
main with 3/4" laterials. |

24, Cain's ¥lat 0OC Camp (Located ocutside Park) L <
Piped from Bast Fork Kaweah River or a tributary. '
25. Dearpaw Msadow |

Piped from spring tributary to Middle Fork of Kaweah River. i
Supplies operator camp for trail parties. ('/&f'éﬂ 0‘6“44744.“ ”/[

N.P.S. barn is not connected with water system but uses water —
from same sourece.

26, Selt Creek Ridge [Preposed. Outside Park).
Development of springs and water holes ilug. truck trail, /e ’f:rr, »\: 14 ,/ ;f:»
tributary $o Bast Fork emd South Fork of Kaweah for fire protectiom ../ *
and to supply camping pm;pl. S
27. \3 ek (Loiutod cutside Park)

Piped frem Selt Cr. or tributary. Selt Or. is tributary to )<
Kaweah River.

28. Buckeys Flat Campground ‘ oo

Piped frem Middle Fork of Keweah River. 1/2 mi. of 2" G.I.pipe

29. Hockett Ranger Station Yy
Pumped from well.

%0. Quimn Ranger Sbetien

/
Sourece tributary te Soda Cr. which is tribusary to Little Kern
River.

(f
6L

5.
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| i

81. Lookout Renger Station
Hauled frem Cold Springs which are tributary to Bast Fork Kawesh K
River.,
32, Willow Meadow Camp Ground (Proposed) o
L

Source will be tributary te Silliman Cr. which is tributary te
Marble Pork of Kaweah River.

(
(e
33. Beduweed Neadew Rapger Statien . -

\ At

Piped from Cliff Gr. whieh is tributary to Middle Fork of Kawesh 2
River.

34, West Gol, [o el
| S —

It is proposed to develop three quu- in this vieinity with

a 1,000 gal. storage tank at sach for fire protectien. /
e ¢ é
35, Oriole Lake (Privately owned summer house ‘ /"” A
7/”{ ¢ i’f/ '((
Water obtainmed from sources trlbutay 't/ Bast Fork Kaweah River.
36. Camp Lewis 74
Government property leased on snnual permit to Jules Conterno. .4« 3
Water is diverted through a diteh from cr. a tr:l.ht i
Kern River. 7("““ f/’

/ et (c ‘
37. Clough Cave Ranger Statiem /
Piped from South Fork Kaweah River. 1,000 ft, of 3/4" pipe. <—

S8, Chagoops Falls Patrel Statiom £
Pipped frem Kern River.
. dden Pat Statien P

Dipped from spring tributary to Cow Cr. which is tributery to
Horth Fork of Kaweah River.

4. Atwsll Gemp Groud
o

Piped from stresm tridustary to Bast Fork of Kaweah River
(System installed for COC Cemp)
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41. Beaypaw Ranger Station (Proposed)

To be pumped frem spring tributary to Middle Fork of Kaweah River. ‘é,,_.:

42. Kom ot Springs (Proposed)
Construct ion of a bath house to utili waters .of thc hot springs
is proposed. P r" NS TN

43, Ash Mountain COC Camp

Pumped from Middle Fork of Kaweah River. This camp is also con~
nected with the Ash Mountain wator system and draws its water frem that
source when the supply is adequate.

44. Slapjack Oabin (Shelter eabim for tourists)
[ Piped from spring tributary to East Fork of Kaweah
45. Red Fir Camp ]
. ot ™
Piped from spring tributary to larble Fork.

System installed for contractor's camp is available for proposed z
publiec campground.

46, Halstead Meadow &

Supply for pleniec ground is piped from Halstead Cr., a tributary
of Marble Fork.

7 47. Cabin Cove S ()
e
( Privete cabins of squatfers on Park Service lamd qhta;n water from
springs tributary to East Fork of Kaweah mv-r./d;{ j{u /f Z S/ /
Sl ’lf.\ s s %
48. Lost Grove (Preposed) \ -
"

Water for new chedcing station, comfort station, etc., will be
piped from a spring tributary to Derst Cr, which is tributary $o North
Fork of XKaweah River.

49. Trangers Liledetogr | —fh et
P S — 4 L/{

((r,\ ,{ f..f j "l\jl(_)
Piped from spring tributary to East grk River.

) 50. Gemifer club (Private heldings) /ol crcocco, ~
Approximstely 20 buildings supplied with water piped frem springs /

( tr‘m ‘.M Fork of ‘. /u‘. ; )‘iu . {(\/’; h’é”{)?:z
/(z/f %,Z;ch /M C/( ‘ et 7((//?‘_/5 Ceec




03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 8cont

L
5. Omabtres Meadow (Preposed renger stetion)
VWater to be piped fram Whitney Creek, a tridutary of Kern River.

62, Jupction Mesdow (Proposed ranger statiom)
Water to be piped from Kern River or a tributary.

53. Listle Beidy Pire Leokout (Proposed) L—"

Water may possibly be pumped from a well 1/4 mile distant.




03-11-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding information on water supplies for the outposts

T . ' MAR 121935

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE }/
SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK
orFicE OF SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, CALIF.
THE SUPERINTENDENT -&rch u, 1935.

Chief Engineer F. A. Kittredge,
Branch of Engineering,
National Park Service,
409 Underwood Bldg.,
San Francisco, Calif.

Dear Mr. Kittredge:

- This is in reply to your letter of March 7, and furnishes the
information on water supplies for the outposts mentioned in your letters

Buckeye Flat Campground: Approximately 1/2 mile of 2" galvanized
pipe was installed last year to bring water direct from the Middle Fork
of the Kawesh River.

Hockett Ranger Station: A well was dug and pump installed under
ECW developments last season. Previous to this water was dipped with a
peil from Whitman Creek which passes the station.

Redwood Meadow: Water is piped from Cliff Creek to the old
dilapidated renger station at this point. I believe 3/4" line was used .
and approximately 600! of pipe laid. It is probable that with the con-
struction of a mew ranger station at Bearpaw Meadow this old ranger sta-
tion at Redwood will bg¢ torn down, or at least not occupied.

Clough Cave Ranger Station: Approximately 1000' of 3/4" pipe brings .
water to this cabin from the South Fork of the Kawesh River.

Cemp Lewis: This is government property leased on annual permit v
to Jules Conterno. Water is secured by diversion ditch from Coyote Creek.

Kern Ranger Station: Approximately 600! of 1" pipe brings water —
to the cabin from Coyote Creek.

Chagoopa Fallp Patrel Station: Weter is not piped at this point, 7
but the Kern River is only approximately 100' from the campsite and water
i1s dipped as needed.
Hidden Springs Patrol Station: There is mo water piped at this
point, and the domestiec supply is secured from a small spring adjacent
to the ecabin,
The two CCC camps intended to be abandoned were Marble Fork and Atwell

W11,
However, we have jugy recently taken up with the Army end the Wash-
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1 ington Office the question of ebendoning Wolverton in place of Marble Fork
Cemp, as the camp facilities at the latter camp are much superior to those
at Wolverton. Unquestionably our recommendations will be approved. Both
of these sites are within the Sequoia National Park and on govermment land.
The water supply system developed for the Atwell Camp will be useful for
the public campground constructed there year before last, and at Wolverton
there is always some small use of this area.

Very truly yours,

i Dlniel J. Tobin, (

Acting Snperintandemt.
CC: Director




03-07-1935: letter to superintendent from assistant chief engineer regarding compilation of water systems for the use of mr. taylor,

e FILE COPY

5 L
Mareh 7, 1935
Col. John R. White
Sup rintendent
Sequoia National Park
California
Dear Colomel White:
With reference to the ion of water systems for the
g use of MrJi. E. Taylor, Attorney, thers were several locations
indiceted in the 1ist on which we had

-nmnmm Information at hand indicates
thet this is only = proposed system. Whet is the present supply?

You intimated that ome or move of the COC camp sites might be
sbapionsd. Flease indicate the omes, both inside and outside the
park, at which there will be no further use of water for any pur-

Sigcerely yours,

A. W,
Assistant Chief Emgineer

ce Mr, J, H. Diehl




02-27-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding statistical data

o
V4
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK
— SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, CALIF.
THE SUPERINTENDENT Fe‘bmary 27, 1955.

Chlef Engineer Kittredge,
Branch of Engineering,
National Park Service,
409 Underwood Blag.,
San Fpranclsco, Calif,

Dear Mr, Kittredge:

Referring to your letter of February 25, there 1s going
out to you today, separately, a copy of letter to the Director
inreply to his of February 7 on the same subjJect. I have gone
over your statistic’data with Mr. Diehl and have the following
comments to make:

Under the heading "General" you state that the Kaweah
River drains and sinks into Tulare Lake Basin in Kings County,
This 1s probably not true, however, as all of the water in the
Kaweah River 1s taken out in irrigation ditches long before it
reaches Kings County, and is spread out over a very wide terri-
tory.

Under the "Ash Mt! Heading 1t might be wise to amplify
your records to show that the water impounded by the Alder Creek
Dam totals 140,000 gallons. This is additional, of course, to
the 50,000 gallons in the concorete storage tanks and can be
used in case of emergency. However, because of the disagreeable
taste of the water resulting from standing in the reservoilr we
have never put it into the main line, and probably will not do
80 until some method of chlorination has been provided.

Under the "Giant Forest" heading you indicate that the
wooden section of the Wolverton - Giant Forest supply line
should be replaced with 3" steel pipe. We question the ad-
visability of putting in such a small pipe, and feel that a
4" line should be the minimum and probably a 6" line installed.
There is always a possibility of one or both of the two 100,000
gallon tanks being drained for fire purposes, and a 3" line
would not replenish the tanks in sufficlient time to provide
proper domestic service, You also omit from this head the
small Sherman Tree installation. We have here a comfort station
and one or more drlnking faucets, and the water is secured from
the main Wolverton line.




02-27-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding statistical data, page 2cont

Under the "Cabin Creek" heading you indicate that probably
one-half mile of 14" pipe will be required. Mr. Diehl feels
that if any campground development is made at Cabin Creek wgter
should be taken from Dorst Creek and that two miles of line will
be required, The outline you submit is entirely adequate for
Government development, but doubtless would not serve the needs
in any substantial camp development here.

Under the ®orst Greek'heading, where you state that Dorst
Creek will be the source of supply, Mr. Biehl advises me that
there are a number of springs much more accéssible which even
during the extreme dry season of 1954 would have filled a six
“inch plpe line. Spring water, naturally, would be superior to
water from the Creek, and this will probably be the ultimate
‘ source of supply,

Under "Moro Rock Parking Area® you state that it is proe
posed to extend the Giant Forest water system to this point,
I hardly think this will ever come about, or that it will be
necessary, as we have here only one comfort station and the
only addition will probably be a drinking fountain, I believe
the present supply from Soldier Creek will, except in very
unusual years, be adequate to cover these needs.

Under the heading "Crescent Meadow Parking Area" you also
state that it 1s proposed to extend the Giant Forest water
system to this point. While this was held in view some years
ago, the plan will probably never be carried out. In fact, in
the Public Works program now before the Washington Office we
have estimated for a chemical type comfort station. There might
be water avallable from Log Creek a short distance away, but
Colonel White is very strongly opposed to any diversion of it
because of the effect it would have on the beautiful Log and
Crescent Meadows,

Under the heading "S8lide Spring" the comment should be
made that every year by the middle of the summer this spring
completely dries up., Water 1s hauled after this date from
Giant Forest.

Under heading "@ranite Springs" the same comment may be
made, :

Under the heading "Lookout Ranger Station" you indicate
an existing water line, Ag a matter of fact there is no water
whatever and all domestic needs along this line are met by
hauling water from Cold Springs approximately a half mile below
Lookout Point, I know of no possibility of getting water to
Lookout Point,

Under "Bearpaw Meadow" heading you indicate the water is
piped from a stream. It 1s piped from a spring instead.

2
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The following comments are made on other points where
small water systems are available but which are not covered
either in your report or in the report forwarded to the Director
from this office:

Slapjack Cabin on the Mineral King Road. Wagter is piped
to the cabin from a spring along the roadside. This cabin is
a tourlist shelter.,

%

| Red Fir Camp. There is a possibility of developing a

| campground at this point which, as you know, has been used for

‘ the past several years by varlous road contractors in construct-
ing the Generals'! Highway, At present water 1s piped from springs
but the second-hand pipe used by the contractors should be re=
placed if any permanent development goes 1n here,

Halstead Meadow, A small picnic area installation hasbeen
made, but during a large part of the year no water is avalilable,
It is possible that a well might be developed.

Cabin Cove., This 1little settlement is along the park
boundary east of Atwell Mill, For many years there was dlspute
ag8 to whether or not it was ln the park or Forest Service ter-
ritory. Finally decision was glven in favor of the park. There
are & number of private cabins located here which have about the
same status, or rather lack of status, that the old semi-permanent
campers had at Glant Forest, Water is plped to the various cabins
from springs.

Lost Grove, This 1s the new checking station entrance
near the west boundary on the new Generals' Highway, A check=-
ing station has already been erected and a comfort station 1is
proposed in the new Public Worke Program., In addition, radiator ~
filling hydrants will doubtless have to be installed, and possibly
a drinking fountain. Water can be piped from a spring approxi-
mately half a mile distant; 14" pipe should be used.

Ash Mt, CCC Camp. The CCC Camp at present uses water pumped
from the Middle Fork of the Kaweah River, but last year a line
of second-hand pipe was run from our main Ash Mt, system to this
polnt. However, the limited supply of water from the Alder Creek
spring made 1t necessary to cut off this supply, and at present
there 1s no use of the Alder Creek water at this point except at
out barn and corral,

Traugers. Water is piped to the cabin from a nearby spring.
Traugers is Just off the Mineral King Road above Lookout Point,

Formerly 1t was a private holding but was acquired by the Govern-
ment.

3
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—

Conifer Club. This 1s a private holding just off the
Mineral King Road a short distance below Atwell Mill. There
are approximately twenty cabins or bulldings of various sorts
and water is piped to these from nearby springs.

Orabtree Meadow, The new Public Works Program includes
our estimate for a ranger station and barn at this point, Water
may be piped a short distance from Whitney Creek, which drains
into the Kern River.,

Junction Meadow. A ranger station is estimated for this
point in the new Public Works Program. Depending upon the exact
location of the building, water can be piped from either Wallace “
Creek, which drains into the Kern River, or from the Kern River
proper.

- Little Baldy Fire Lookout., Plans are in course of prepara-
tlon for construction of a fire lookout under Public Works at
this point., There is a meadow approximately one-quarter mile be-
low the peak and a test well was developed there last fall by GCC
crews. It might be possible to supply the loockout tower by in=
stalling a pump at the meadow and providing n&cessary line to
the tower. This is the only one of our five lookouts where there
is any possibility of water being directly supplied: at all the
other lookouts it must be packed 1in,

!:E. Diehl 1s leaving for your office tomorrow morning and
can personally give you any additional information which you may
desire on any of these developments,

. The map which you sent is being returned and I suggest that
1 if any additional notes are required thereon you have Mr. Diehl
N~ do the work while he is at the office.

Very truly yours,

v

Daniel J, Tobi ,»‘47

Acting Superintendent,
CC: Director




02-26-1935: letter to director from acting superintendent regarding report on water supply
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MAR 1 1935 |/
: UNITED STATES v
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS
SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK
OFFICE OF SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, CALIF.
THE SUPERINTENDENT
February ®6, 1935.
The Directer, -—i-—ﬂ——‘—_
| Bational Park Servics, T ROAULIARY ||
Washington, D. C. miEr A ké
Dear Mr. Directort LTI

This is the report on water supply called for im your letter of
February 7, 1938,

In Sequola N tionsl Park the water supply conditiom for domestic and
uman peed has buen so far suffieient, even in the driest years, slthough’
there have beem occasions, both at Giant Forest and ish Mountaln Head-
quarters, shen the greatest ecomomy had to be used to prevemt shortage,
But the incresse in visitors and expansion of ish Mountain hesdquarters i
area make it advisable for fire protection snd future nesads to rebulld :
distribution systems installed years ago. i

is long ss commercisl interests sre prevented from further inrosds j.
on the park watersheds, we can feel assured of sufficient water, with ex~ {

tension of present supplies.

Below are listed, in order of priority preference, answers to questions i
in your letter of Pebruary 7: <

- ASL_BOUNTALY AREA ,
© 3’ Present source of supply - Alder Creek Springs. Reservolr and tank !
storsge eapacity — 200,000 gallons., Averege daily supply from springs,

Bovesbér to May, inclusive, estimated 40,000 gallonsy Mey to Rovember, in-
clasive, 20,000 galloms.,

: 2, FPresent supply sufficient for domgstic use omly of besadquarters 1
Suiy population. Future expanslon, ineresse in perscmmel, and presest fire pro- A
. tection und l.ndsespe improvement require definite imerezse of supply to not

less shan 100,000 gallons daily,

i

"/ some water rights to mhich sre hela by Southern Californis Fdison Company.
i Park rights to teke water should be cleapred up., Also there are rights of
irrigstionists ia valley to be cossidered, ./

3. 4dditiomsl supply may be obtained from ¥iddle Fork of Kawesh Blvez\,\ 7
[48
X

4, At ish Wountain Hesdguarters, No. El:ewhere, Yes, with extemsions.
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5+ Yes, BRefer to 3.

6+ Construction of thrse mile pipe line to Edison Company fluse  intake.
Approximute construction cost of pipe lime $55,000, and new distributioa
system at Ash Mountain $£0,000. Total £75,000.

7. Divergiom of wsters from Middle Fork of Kawesh River and East Fork
of Kawesh by Somthern Californis Edisom Compsny for power development, snd
‘ thenoe into capals and flumes for irrigstiom purposes, does mot imterfere
| with park needs. This does mot interfere with possible location of fish
hatcheries or retaining ponds in the park, seversl sites for which have been
locked imto by Califormis State Pish und Game representutives.

8. %There are mo kmown records of the govermmeat's title. BRefer to
7 data relative loase of park lamds «nd water to Wt. Whitney Power Co. {moW
Southern Californis Edison Co.) sbout 1911.

GLANT FOREST AREA

This includes Giznt Forest Village, tourist free camps at Paradise,
Sunset Rock, Firwood, Highlumd, and Hazelwood; and the coasession areas,
Giant Porest Lodge, Camp Kawesh, and Pinewood. The govermment summer atility
operation has besn moved from this urea and is mow located at Lodgepole Camp,

1« Present source of supply is Wolvertom Creek brought $o two 20,000
| gallon wood storsge tanks at Giant Forest through & four mile main pipe
| line, part of which is 6" riveted steel pipe, and the balamce 5% wood pipe.
1 Distribution through the aree from the storege tunks is handled by gal-
; vanised pipe, dimensions from 5/4® to 3-1/2% Supply st presant is ample
| for domestic and huuman need, but insdequate for fire protectiom to concession
\ _ and govermment properiy. Souree of smpply is ample to provide fire protection
; and e¢are for maxisum demands by combining additiomsl strean sources, cob~
structing concrete storsge tanks of 200,000 gellom capseity, and rebuilding
distribation system. ' .

2. BNo scourate ucasurement has been taken as to dally consumption

and use, bub with the open seszson May to Oetober, inclusive, vhen we have

peak days of 5000 or more vialtors, we might assume a duily average of 2000

poeple, and 80,000 gallons of water average use. From November to April,

inelusive, winter momths, the sversge dsily number would probably mot exceed
I 100, or say 4,000 gallons of water. 1 do not think the average a good busis
7/ for comparetive regmirement exeept im a storage capacity. We should make /.—

provision for pesk consumption znd peak fire protection.

%« The Folwertom seurce of supply comss from an ares that at one tine
wps private holdinge and was deeded to the park with certain restrictions
not affecting domestic use of water. 7/, Co(, f/ .
[ 4

4o Yes.
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Sa mwmlddaoboplpedtonmmuonuith the main
line from Wplverton Greek to Giant Forest.

6. An estimate of approximately $56,000 has been submitted under
! the Public Works progrem for rebuildimg msinvs, distribution and storsge
systems

7. The sireams im this sres are tributary to the Marble Fork and
7 Middle Fork of the Kawesh River, snd hence subjest to certalm water rights
of the Southern Californis Bdison Compemy. The sesson rus off is sufficient
+ mnet to roquire impounding in reservoirs.

8. Ths Wolvertom erea below source of supply would be a good locstion
for fish retaining ponds.

LODGEPOLE AREA
At present this is our largest single free camp area and also the
? sumner wtility srez for goverameut maintenamce operatioms. 4 water system

was completed inm 1954, providimg ample supply for all pmrposes, camp and
governsent wse, exsept for sbout 100 csmp arees in new sites laid out by
ECW during 1934 seasom.

A rough ostimate of $15,000 would be required to complete a main line
connsetion betwees these camp areas and the storage tanks of the mainm supply.

The source of supply is S8illimsa Oreeck, where sufficisat rum off in the
driest yesr {1954) has failed to show need of an impounding reserveir.
$illimen Creck is slso & tributary of the Merble Fork and Middle Fork of
the Kawesk River. .

Construction report and plams of the Lodgepole Camp water and sewer
project should give amy additiomsl informstion or data desired.
ZORST CREZE CANP AREA

This is & proposed future camp ares likely to be coastructed during
the seasom of 19355 by ECW,

1. ¥Water supply is evailable from spring streams adjacent and will
require construction of storage tanks and distribution pipe lines.

2+ The supply available will be ample %o provide water for domestic
and sspitary mseds for sboui 1000 camps.

3« Dorst Creek is & tributary tc North Fork of the Keweah River, and
’“I the stetus of water rights is undetermined,
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4o Yes.
5+ Yes. Dorst Creek and Cabin Creek.

6. Storsge tanks and pipe line comstruction mot surveyed, bit will re-
quire at least $15,000. ’ '

. T« Ho impounding reservoir is negessary. This is amother good locutiom
for fish retaining ponds.

= Hospital Rock i3 an old historieel Indism land merk, st which point
the concessionsire maintains & general store, curio shop and several over-
night gsbins. 4 ranger residence and camp sites for one dozen camps are
also located heree

Bater supply is provided from a spring stress across the NMiddle Fork
of the Kawesh River and piped to a storage temk for distridution.

0% The srea is small and has been improved to full capacity, No improve-
ment of the present water system is necessary.

AIVELL RANGER STATION
The residence is supplied with water from springs a short
distance away. um:u:mmmmnwmxzmau-

£ §¢ Another possible camp location beyond Sherman Tree, embracing aress
/ { 1 sufficient for several hundred camp sites. Parsllel and adjsceat to the
{riv’, k"‘ Wolverton-Giasnt Forest main sater linme, these areas can be easily served

L4 4 from thiz main, and the comstruction might be imcluded as a part of Giant
(f/; £ % Porest project, :ith the addition of $3000 fer this portion.
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suitable frame buillding enslosure, as

Very truly yours,

DARIEL J. TOBIN,
Aeting Superintendent,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON

Bebruary 7, 1936.

The Superintendent,
Sequoia National Park,
California.

Dear 8ir:

In view of the President's announced policy of expeditiously
putting three and one-half million idle men to work on useful projects,
I am naturally thinking about the possibilities of securing funds for
really needed and important additional developments in the parks.

We have no assurance whatever of being able to obtain any
appreciable sum for this purpese, and it is needless to say there
will be a terrific avalanche Of demands for many times all the money
Congress makes available for that purpose, and the time of making and
the really meritorious nature of the applications are @ the utmost
importance.

With that thought in view, I am writing to you and other western
superintendents megarding the present and future water supply for your
and all the other parks. It goes without that an abundant
supply of good water is of the utmost importande to the future attrac-
tiveness, development and use of the parks, and, if the Government
does not now own and have a clear title to that amount of water in
every park, and at all seasons, a sufficient natural flow or ample
reservoirs, conduits and other appliances for park needs, I am in hopes
this may be an opportune time to acquire them.

.

Throughout the arid regiom, water is becoming more and more scarce
and more and more valuable. While the public generally accepted with
good nature the unprecedented drouth of last summer and fall, neverthe-
less, I am advised that there was considerable disappointment and some
complaints about the adequacy of the use of water afforded the public
in some of the parks.
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I wish you would, as expeditiously as you reasonable can, furnish me
with a report upon:

1. The sources of the supply and the condition of the present
reservoirs, ditches, canals and other appliances for use of water in your

park. ﬁdjw%

2. The average amount eftier in acre feet or in cubic feet per second
of time measurement of the anmual amount of water used during each month
of the tourist season.

3. What kind of title, if you know, has the Govermment to the waters
in this park? Have the Govermment$ priority rights to that water been
been properly ajudicated in the courts and does the Government have watér
right decrees on record for those rights?

4. 1Is the present available amount of water dufficient in your judgment,
in its present form, to fully supply the proper and convenient requirements
for the health and comfort of all the visitors to the parks now and for
future years, including bathing, sanitation and all other proper uses?

5. If not, are there other available sources for an additional and
adequate supply?

6. If so, give me your best judgment upon the probable sources of
additional water and the amounts and prodedure necessary to acquire it.
That is, as to ditches, canals, flumes, reservoirs, etc., for strictly
park needs and your rough estimate as to the cost of all.

|

{ 7. Are the flood waters in the park all appropriated, is the run-
| off in the spring sufficient, if impounded in reserfoirs, to supply the
parks without reguiring the Govermment to purchase additional water?

8. Give me such information or memoranda as you can readily obtain
| concerning the Government's record title to the water that we are using
| and hope to use. If convenient, furnish the books and pages and dated

} of the records. Of course, I do not want you to go into an exheustive

i research,
1

Another matter, in addition to the above data, please give me your
judgment as to the possibility, feasibility and desirability of putting
in an up-to-date fish hatchery, with the necessary retaining ponds and
other incidental appliances to additionally stock any streams or lakes
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afford some fishing possibilities for the park visitors. That
ﬁ‘rﬁ ﬁyn ievelopmnt is a very attractive feature in the parks and I would
like to know if these are practical in your park for that purpose.

We now have employed an attorneg, Mr., Joseph E. Taylor, who is sta=
tioned at the San Francisco Office, and who will follow up with the
various superintendents the necessary action to establish legal title
to the waters required for proper administration of these areas.

Therefore, if any of the avove developments are needed, I shall,
as soon as possible, send Mr. Taylor and an engineer, if needed, %o co=-
| operate with you and make a detailed investigation and definite check-up
| upon which to make a formal application for funds sufficient for whatever
development along the above lines we can furnish ample justification.

|

‘ It is needless to say this information is confidential. We have no

‘ assurance of what amount of funds, if any, may be available for this
purpose, and we do not want to create hopes that it may be utterly im-
possible to carry out, or cause the cost of additional water or rights—
of-way or reservoir rights for park needs to be sky-rocketed in an-

1 ticipation of any possible work of this nature. “

| ' '3 7L b

I want this preliminary information from you as s06m as ’poulhlo for
a starting point. Also, advise me, if you Jmow, whas, if unythin.g. \the
Bureau of Fisheries is doing or contemplating doing in ynur pnrk. Q \

\

1 The report requested herein should be pmtd. in q;apl'ican}} o

1 to be sent direct to this Office and one copy $0 the %n/rran}u« Ql{z‘w
\

|

Binglroly yours,

//“ A.8. Demaray,
> Acting Director.
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SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK
WATER SYSTEMS

/ﬁ “ )’/ ”
/ Branch of Engineering
Sen Francisco, Calif,
February 25, 1935.

GENERAL :

The western portion of the Park is drained by Kaweah River
which sinks in Tulare Leke Basin in Kings County.

The eastern portion is drained by Kern River, which flows
into Buena Vista Lake Reservoir in Kern County.

A very small area at the south is drained by the North and
Middle Forks of Tule River. Tule River sinks in Tulare Lake Basin
in Kings County.

1. Ash Mountain (Existing) Dwg. SEQ.4981, 5062.

Source of Supply: Spring on Alder Creek, which is tributary
to Middle Fork of Kaweah River.

System: Water impounded by dam in Alder Creek; on supply line;
50,000 gal. storage reservoir; 4" and 3" main; 2" and smaller la=
terals.

Supplies Park Headquarters, employees' residences, Utility Area,
tree nursery, public cempground and Ash Mountain CCC camp.

2. Ash Mountain (Proposed).

Source of Supply: Middle Fork of Kaweah River.

System: Diversion dem 3/4 mile above Potwisha; 6" and 4" sup=
ply line to existing reservoir at Ash Mountain; 6" main from reser-
voir.

3, Southern Celifornia Edison Co. (Existing) Privately owned hydro-
electrie plant.
Source of Supply: Middle Fork and Marble Fork of Kaweah River.
System: Diversion dams in both forks; flumes; pemnstock and
power house located outside the boundary below Ash Mountain,

4o DPotwisha CCC Camp (Existing). Possible future public campground.
Source of Supply: Southern Celifornia Edison Co, Marble Fork
flume. ;
System: Wood storage tank and distributing lines.
Use: Approximately 7500 gal. per day, sanitary and domestic.
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5.  Hospital Rock (Existing) Dwg. SEQ. 3047B, 4602.
~ Source of Supply: Spring tributary to Middle Fork of Kaweah.
Supplies National Park Service buildings, public campground
and operator buildings and camp.

6.  Gient Forest (Existing) Dwg. SEQ.4920, 4973 and 4977.

Source of Supply: Wolverton Creek, which is tributary to
Merble Fork of the Kaweah.

System: Diversion Dam; b steel pipe to Sherman Creek; 4"
wood stave pipe to Giant Forest; storage tank; di stributing mains,

Supplies operator and Govermment buildings, campgrounds, com-
fort stations, et cetera, and Wolverton CCC Camp.

Proposed: Plans, based on an estimated future use of 205,000
gal. per day; propose to increase the supply by diverting additional
water from Wolverton Creek and tributaries; replacing the wooden
supply line with 3" steel pipe; constructing two 100,000 gal. con-
crete storage tanks; laying 11,000 feet of O", 6" and 4" C,I.mains,
and extending lines to serve Moro Rock, Bear Hill, Soldier Camp and
Crescent lMeadow. (See report by R. W. Lincoln February, 1933, and
Dwge SEQe 49%9). TFor infommation as to flow of Wolverton Creek and
tributeries and water diverted during season 1932, see Drawings SEQe

4963 and 4964.

Te Lodgepole Utility Area and Campground (Bxisting) Dwge SEQ.H021.
Source of Supply: Silliman Creek, which is tributary to Marble

Fork.

System: Diversion Dam; 4" and 3" C.I. supply line; two 10,000
gal. storage tanks; 6", 4" and 3" C.I. mains; 3" and smaller laterals.
Supplies employees' residences, ranger station, utility area,

campground and chlorinating plant for sewage.

8.  South Tokopah and Nopth Tokopsh Cempgrounds (Existing).
Source of Supply: Spring tributary to Marble Fork(
System: 10,000 gel. tank and distributing lines.

e Cabin Creek (Proposed)

Source of Supply: Spring on Cabin Creek, which is tributary to
Dorst Creek, which is tributary to North Fork of Kaweah River.

System: Approximately 4 mile 13" G.I.pipe; 2000 gal. wood
storage tank.

To supply ranger residence, public comfort station, et cetera.

10. Dorst Creek Ceampground (Proposed) -
Source of Supply: Dorst Creek or tributary. Dorst Creek flows

into North Fork of Kaweah River. .

System: Concrete diversion dam; approximately 15 miles 4" and
3" C.Il.main; one 5000 gal. and two 10,000 gal. redwood tanks; 1" and
3/4™ laterals.
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11, Colony Mill Ranger Station (Existing).

Source of Supply: Spring tributary to Cedar Creek, which is
tributary to Yucea Creek, which is tributary to North Fork Kaweah River.

System: Piped by gravity to collecting tank; pumped to storage
tenk; piped from storage tamk to Renger Station.

12, Marble Fork CCC Cemp (Existing).

Piped from a ereek tributary to Marble Fork, This site was
formerly a public campground and will undoubtedly become one again
when the CCC camp is abandoned.

13. Moro Rock Parking Area (Existing)
Piped from Soldier Creek, which is tributary to Middle Fork of
= Kaweah River.
Supplies comfort station and drinking fountain.
It is proposed to extend Giant Forest water system to this point,

14. Crescent Meadow Parking Area (Existing).
Pumped from shallow well.
It is proposed to extend Giant Forest water system to this point,

15. Kern Canyon Ranger Station (Existing).
Piped from Coyote Creek, which is tributary to Kern River.

16, Moss Spring (Existing)

17. Slide Spring (Existing)
Springs along Generals Highway, tributary to Marble Fork, developed

to make water available for cars.
18. GCranite Spring (Existing)

19. Big Fern Spring (Existing)
Springs along Generals Highway, tributary to Middle Fork or Kaweah

River, developed to make water available for cars.

20. Atwell Ranger Station (Existing)
Atwell CCC Camp and public campground supplied from seme system.
Piped from stream tributary to East Fork of Kaweah River.

2l. Yucea CCC Camp (Existing)
i Piped from Yucca Creeks

22, Buckeye CCC Camp (Existing). Located outside Park.
Takes water from flume of Southern California Edison Company.
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23. Shrieber Flat CCC Camp (Existing). Located outside Park.
Dwg. SEQ. 511l.
Source of Supply: North Fork of Kaweah River.
System: Pumped through 2" line to 10,000 gal. storage tank;
2" main with 3/4" laterals. )

24. Cain's Flat CCC Camp (Existing). Located outside Park.
| Piped from East Fork of Kaweah River or a tributary.

25. Bearpaw lieadow (Existing).
Piped from stream tributary to Mjddle Fork of Kaweah River,
Supplies operator camp for trail parties,
National Park Service barm located at this point is mot con-
nected with water system, but uses water from same source.

26. salt Creek Ridge (Proposed). Outside Park.

Development of springs and water holes along truck trail, tri-
butary to East Fork and South Fork of Kaweah River, for fire protec-
tion and to supply camping parties.

27. Salt Creek CCC Camp (Existing). Located outside Park.
28. Buckeye Flat Campground (Existing).

29. Hockett Ranger Station (Existing).

30. Quinn Ranger Station (Existing).

3l. Lookout Point Renger Station (Existing).

32. Willow Meadow Campground (Proposed).

3%. Redwood Meadow Ranger Station (Existing).
34. West Boundary and Colony Mill Roads (Proposed) «

It is proposed to dejelop three springs in this vicinity with a
1000 gal. storage tanmk at each for fire protection.

35 Oriole Lake (Existing). Privately owned.

36. Camp Lewis (Existing). Privately owned,
7. Clough Cave Ranger Station (Existing).
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REPORT ON WATER RIGHTS
SEQUOTA NATIONAL PARK

The Western portion of SBequoia Hational Park, that is,the most of
the area west of the lime betveen ranges 30 snd 31 B, as well as that
sast of sald renge lindyY lying within yenge 31 K in T 18 8 N,D.B.N, was
withdrawn from public emtry and set apart as forest reservation by the
z;:. of September 25, 1890 (26 Stat. 478) and October 1, 1890 (26 Stat.

In so far as waters are concerned, 8 riparien right attached to the
shove-mentioned area as of those dates (See Gemeral Report - "Withdrawsl
From Public Entry®), The remainder of the ares within the presemt boundaries
of Sequois National Park obtained a riparism right as of July 3, 1926 (44
Stat, 818). This would mesn thet park uses would be subject to valid appre-
pristions made upon any public lands of the Federsl Government under sny
laws of the United States and upon the seme Whrwam gystems prior to that
dete, They would also probably be subject to any walid sppropristions made
upen State lends between 1911 end 1926 which involved the same stresms (Bee
pages 4, 6 « 7, General Report),

Hiowever, all present or contemplated park uses within this newer ares
mvmu-ildmuelnu, and are such that there is or will be ne ap-
preeisble dimimution in the water supply. The country iz high country and
only summer use for ranger stations, treil purposes and campers who travel
afoot or horseback is poesible. The policy of the National Park Service,
to maintain this area in its wild state without providing aceess by means
of roads, is an indicetion of the minute quantity of water which will be
used in the future. The drainage of the esstern portion of this ares is
inte the Kern River, shich has its source within the park, The greater
portion of this river dvesins through fairly rugged country in the park end
in Sequois Natiomal Porest, vhich is inaccessible bmbept by trail, As it
flows out into the foothills and into the lower San Joequin Valley, it is
extensively used for irrigation, partially by ripsrisn owmers but primeipally
by apprepriators.

Although the waters of the Kern River ap well as those of the Kaweah
River are extensively used for irrigetion mainly in the Valley Regiom, it
is not conceivadble that the compsretively mimute quantity diverted for park
use will in any wise interfere with such lower uses,

Examinstion of peports at the office of the Division of Water Rescurces,
even though based upon fragmemtary information, indicates that eerly filings
upon the waters of this river greatly exceeded the flow of the river, (See
Bulletin No. 9, "Water Resourcee of Kern River and Adjncent Streems and Their
Utilization® - State of California, pages 38-39; a publication of the Btate
of Califoraia, Departuent of Engineering.) It is impossible to tell what
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proportion of the filimgs were followed by beneficial use or have lapsed

or for some other reasem have falled to establish priority, but it is quite
possible that sufficiemnt rights were perfected as early as the 1880's so
that there would be nothing left to which to attach s ripariesn right, Sueh
being the case, it would seem that any park use of water from within the
drainage ares of the Kern River would be a technical infringement upon the
rights of lower usersy bud, es stated sbove, that use is po small that damage
cannot be shown and objections are not being made, If any attempt were made
to file upen the waters of the Kerm River on behalf of the Park Service, the
effect probably would be that a multitude of protests would be filed by per-

sons possessing rights having priority to that of the matiomal park, apnd u
would be demonstrated that there was mo water availsble upon which the park
could bese a filing. The vhole thing would thus be stirred up, wheress mow
there are no protests to these small uses and it would de imposeible of proof
for any protestant to show a damage which would justify sn injunction against

-»

If major developments should be proposed im this area at séme time in
the future, that would be time emough to comsider the possibility of conw
demnation or purchase otherwise of water rights to support thiése developments,

ba Kaweah River momimally constitutes a part of the fan Joaguin ltm
but actually the full flow is used by irrigstionists
to the ground to supply en artesisn basin ﬁo!nuhhlhfm
‘ichumhp-dfnwuuald.idﬂ . Thile no definite
% "ocomparison of the development of the ares supplied
bynmrmmln-hnmhﬂudmlmtd-uﬁnbhmhum.
Mnm-m:mdmhmotnmmﬁtd?mmt,

date of the Veter Commission Agt), sn appropriative right might de estadlished
either by sotual diversion end completed by =zplication of the water %o a

Because the riparisn right of the United States wes reserved to the park
before the grester portion of the waters of the Kawesh River were diverted
it i» mot thought necessary 1o determine the individusl diversions io
the time of withdvewsl, since the total of these weuld probably de smaller
percentage of the flow of the stream. Thus the exercise of & right
wlu.chmxdnttuhtnnhruthlrmhduutsh.nnumemodmu
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perait of reasomsble perk uses without interference with existing rights
“off the main stream.

The only places where cappreciable park uses are now made are at Ash
Ht., OGlant Forest and Lodgepole, and to a minor degree at Potwishe and
Hospital Rock, W%hile the sources of supply are from different springs end
streams, all of these springs and streams flow into & common streem, the
Eaweah River, before passing outside the park boundaries, snd they may
therefore be considered as having a common source of supply in so far as
water Pights are concerned,

The diversion and uses being made are a valid exercise of s riparisn
right which attached in 1890, and are superior in right to sny sppropriative
rights acquired since thst date,

The ssme may be seid of any reasensble extensions or additionsl uses,
I understand it {s proposed to supplement the ¥t, supply by obtaining water
from the Middle of the Eswesh River, and Buch an sddition were: put to
a reasonsble un," d be within the park's power without sny necessity for
acquiring sn additionsl right. However, it has beem suggested by psrk suthor-
ities that if the Southern Ualiforniz Edisom Company is to be allowed & re-
duction in the amount of compensation it is paying the United States for its
permit te operate a power house, s condition could be imposed sllowing the
Park Bervice to divert wejer from their flume for use at Ash Mi, sres, should
such a plan prove advisable, Thus the Government would mot be required to
expend a larger sum of money for constructing a pipe line teo a diversion point
‘near the Compeny's diversion dem.

The agresment between the United States (by E. A, Hitehcock, Becretery
of the Interior) and the Mt. Whitmey Power Company, & corporstion of Californias,
under date of February 25, 1907, was made pursuant to the right of way act
of Congress Pebruary 15, 1901 (31 Stat. 790), snd to the permit granted umder
that Aot on February 28, 1906, The agreement conveyed no right, easement or
interest in, to or over park or public lands, snd the use by the Company of
the land rests solely upon the permission m‘ﬁl agreement, The use
of the water by the Compeny is subject to,; tion to any rule, order
or regulation of the Secrotery of the Interior covering use by the park,
Consequently, additional uses for the park will in no way violate the terms
of the lp.:u-t to vhich the Southern California Ediscn Compsny is & successor
in interest,

The sase genersl rules which would ellow additionel diversions at Ash
Mt., would also apply to extensions proposed at (Giant Forest and Lodgepole
area s,

Proposed developments which may require apprecisble amoumts of water
are Oabin Creek and Dorst Creek campground, The contemplated location for
sourdes of supply for these areas on Dorst Creek and springs tribubary thereto
are within the park houndaries as established in October, 1890, and they
therefore stend on an equal footing with those others within the o
boundaries. The fact that no prior use was made does not affect the

‘
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right to make any ressonable use of that water whem such s course is
determined upon.

In regard t0 all other water projects within the older portion of the
park, they mesy be classified under the same heading and the same language
applied to them, with the exception of the Salt Oreek Ridge development
which is outside of the park. If this latter proposed development is te
be made by the Perk Service, an spplication should be filed with the Btate
Division of Water Resources to appropriate the water, and either a use permit
or right of way over the intervening lemnd should be acguired, As to the
other projects, it may be said that the spaces are limited and only small
cemping areas are available, The uses of water would be comparatively
negligible and almost entirely for domestic purposes, and the uses are all
within the riparisn right, Possible limitations of the rights throughout
the park imposed by existing private rights nesrby are considered here!imd
after,

PRIVATE HOLDINGS

&y Tao «vens of 160 acres each partly inside the park boundary
and outside, just north of Yuces Creek at its confluence with the
North Pork of the Kaweah River, are owned respectivily by A, B, Burdiek and
Harold Hemgst., The Burdick property is used es a rench and residence, the
water from Yucca Creek is used to irrigate amn spple orchard,

The Harold Hemgst property and two other areas of 160 scres each,
owned by M, E, Hengst and Walter Braddock and M,.E, Hengst, are used only
for grasing end some water from the North Fork is used for live stock,
However, the only Governmment use now mede or proposed in this ares is that
of the CCC Camp located partially om a portion of these private holdings,

Neither of these present uses conflicts with the other, but because
of a poreibility that & Dude Rench might be esteblished on these priwmte
areas should the Government fail to purhage them for additionm to the park,
it would De wise to have & filing made with the preper Btate suthorities
in the name of the United States to protect the 0CC uses.

A tract of 320 acres within the park, the E 1/2 of the
¥/E 1/4 snd the N 1/2 of the 8/E 1/4 of 8 7, and the §/W 1/4 of Section 8,
all in T 17, 8,R %0 B, W.D.B.M, 1s nwned by the Oricle Ledge CGo. Thia ares
is used by mombers for summer residence, snd water for domestic uses is
obtained from Souirrel Creek, a tributary of the East Fork of the Kawesh River.
o park uses are made of this ares and none are contemplated, comsequently
there is no conflict in water rights and no necessity for any apportionment
in time of low water,

Two other tracts vhich are contiguous to the Oriole Lodge Company's
propérty are owned by Geo. L. Reese (44.65 scres) and Mra, Cora Filliams
end J, Luther Davis (160 scres)s The former is not on any stream system
and no use is mnde of the property except for a truck trail, The area

4
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-

is steep and wnsuited to agricultursl purposes. The Williams-Davis pro-
a small apple orchard but only week-end use is made of the
property, and only a small use of water, Pavk use of this erea is confined
to the use of the truck trail leeding through the property to the lookout,
Although there has been tion from the husband of lrs, Willisms

let the bank foreclose on the outstanding mortgage, there is little possidility
of any confliet in use of the water as between the Govermment end sny successors
to the present omers, and the rights would be correlatdve, (See General Re-
port "The RMparian Right®),

Seoup 3¢  There is another group of private holdings,in the vieinity
f of the East Fork Road. The Conifer Club nov owns 160 acres with title ye-
& corded under the meme of Biger Kirk of Exeter, Oalif, Approximetely twenty
| buildings are supplied with water piped from springs tributary to the East
Fork of the Eaweah River, but the water is used merely for domestie purposes
and no park use from the seme source of supply is econtemplated,

;
:

:

Another 40 seres, divided into four separete tracts, is omed by the
Bstate of Ire Orissmen (10 acres)j C. B, Browmm, W, V, Baiyd and G, G, Beldan
Jointly (10 seres)) Mayy Byown and Frenk Atwood (10 scves); and J, MeFadden
end J, Brill (10 seres), This area procures water from a small vmmamed stress
but only domestic use is possible because of the steepness of the coumtry,
Inasmuch as perk use is not comtemplated, imterferemce with the privete users
is not necessary. ‘

A tract of land consisting of 160 seres in snd neay Oshoon
Meadows is nowned by the MeGlure Corperation, Kate E, Hemnsh and Cors E,
Hiller. This lend, located in the 8/W 1/4 of 8 2 and parts of Beeticus 3,
10 end 11, all in T18 8, R 30 B, M,D,B.M,, is partially meadow and partially
timber land, It is sccessible emly by trail and probebly its only use other
than ss summer residemce would be for gresing purposes, imy use of water frem
Horse Creck, & tributary of the East Fork of the Kaweah River, weuld mot in-
terfere with park use elther present or prospective,

From the findings moede in connection with the use of water in Sequois
Nationsl Park, 1% sppesars that all comtemplated future developments fall
within a valid exercise of the park's riparisn right, and there should be
no necessity for emlisting local private cooperstion for the purpose of pro-
tecting the Government's right or securing additional righbs.

Because of the fact that all the rivers ¢o which the park streams are
tributary are utilized for irrigation and other bemeficisl uses im thelr
entirety, that is, the total Iow flow and practically all of the flood flow,
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07-21-2017: Note to File: Other Supporting Information

National Park Service 1201 Oakridge Dr., Ste. 250
wanonar} U. S. Department of the Interior Fort Collins, CO 80525
8. favice | Natural Resource Stewardship & Science 970-225-3548 phone
Water Resources Division 970-225-9965 fax
Water Rights Branch Note to File
Date: July 21, 2017
From: Sally Jordan-Hemming, Research Assistant
File: SEKI Dockets (All)

Subject:  Other Supporting Information
1) Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment

1) Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
IRMA — Data Store — Published Report — (Code: 2242660)
https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/Reference/Profile/2242660

Description

WRB prepared drought assessments for SEKI, YOSE, and LAVO, and also worked with PINN and WHIS. The
drought assessments included an inventory of the park’s rights and uses, an assessment of the relative seniority of the
parks rights, and an estimation of the likelihood of the park’s rights being called for curtailment




03-12-2015: Memorandum to Superintendent, Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks from Chief, Water Rights Branch-W ater

United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Water Resources Division
1201 Qak Ridge Drive, Suite 250
Fort Collins, Colorado 80525-5596

IN REPLY REFER TO.

March 12, 2015
To: Superintendent, Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks
From: Chief, Water Rights Branch-Water Resources Division Su 7 @fermsi—
Re: Updated Final Drought Assessment

Please find enclosed the Final Drought Assessment, which updates the assessment you received by email
on April 1, 2014, The updates reflect: the calls for curtailment issued by the State Water Resources

Control Board, the groundwater legislation enacted in September 2014, and changes to our understanding
regarding the Board’s ability to call out riparian rights. An updated Executive Summary is also enclosed.

We would like to thank Christine Smith and Paul Schwarz (and probably a few others we’re not aware of)
of your staff for their help. If you choose to implement the assessment’s recommendations, please contact
Eric Lord at (970) 225-3526.

Cc (electronic): Forrest Harvey (w/ attachment)
Jay Goldsmith (w/ attachment)
Paul Schwarz (w/ attachment)
Christine Smith (w/ attachment)




12-00-2014: Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks, California Drought Assessment

SEQUOIA & KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARKS
California Drought Assessment
Prepared by Eric Lord
Water Rights Specialist
March 2014
Updated December 2014

This assessment was originally issued in March 2014 by email to the Park. At that time, the
State Water Resources Control Board (Board) projected that junior water rights would be
curtailed due to lack of water. How the Board would administer the curtailments was, at that
point, a matter of speculation; this assessment, then, reflected that uncertainty. Since then, there
have been significant developments in the State of California relative to the drought, including
calls for curtailment and the enactment of groundwater management legislation. This finalized
assessment provides brief updates that reflect these significant developments. The updated

portions are in italics.

Drought Notice

In January 2014, the Governor of California issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency due
to extreme drought. In tum, the Board issued a Notice of Surface Water Shortage and Potential
for Curtailment of Water Right Diversions to all water right holders in the state. An assessment
of water rights held by Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks (Park) was performed in order
to characterize the risk to Park water uses posed by potential curtailment of water uses in the

Kings River and Kaweah River watersheds.

Curtailment of a water right, either partial or total, referred to here as a “call”, is an order by the
Board to stop diverting water until further notice. The administration of a call—i.e., the order in
which uses are curtailed—is based on the priority of rights within a watershed. Because
California recognizes both riparian and appropriative rights, priority of rights within a watershed
must be understood in order to assess the risk of having a water right called for curtailment.

In general, riparian rights' and pre-1914 rights® are the most senior in a watershed, followed by
statutory appropriative rights (aka post-1914 rights).® Statutory appropriative rights are
prioritized based on the date water is first put to beneficial use by a given right. Federal reserved
rights are subject to administration within the state priority system. Accordingly, federal
reserved rights will be subject to calls based on the date of the reservation that created the

reserved rights. Federal reserved rights held by the Park are discussed below.

! Riparian rights are based on land ownership. If a water source is located on or abuts a parcel of land, the owner of
that land has the right to reasonable use of that water. There are no procedural requirements—e.g., applications,

permits—required to use water pursuant to a riparian right.

2 Pre-1914 rights are beneficial uses of water established prior to the enactment of the state Water Code in 1914
3 In 1914, the state enacted the Water Code which set forth the exclusive means by which an appropriation of water
could be made. After 1914, an appropriative right could be obtained only by complying with the procedures set

forth in the Water Code.




12-00-2014: Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks, California Drought Assessment

It is not entirely clear how the administration of calls will proceed, but the following likely can
be expected.?

e Calls will not occur statewide; rather, calls will be applied based on the severity of the
drought in a given watershed. A call may be initiated by the Board, or by a request by
water right holders in a given watershed.

s In addition to the severity of drought in a watershed, calls will reflect the degree to which
a watershed is appropriated. If the watershed is fully appropriated®, it is likely more
susceptible to a call.

e Calls will likely be applied in succession in the following order: (1) junior statutory
appropriators; (2) senior statutory appropriators®; (3) pre-1914 rights”, and (4) riparian
rights. At the time of this writing, calls appear to be limited to surface water diversions
only.

e Calls will reflect some fashion of adaptive management.

o Calls may be applied in succession according to the above order depending on the
effect of the previous call. For example, if the initial call on the watershed allows
remaining diverters to meet their needs, no additional call will be applied.
Additional calls on a watershed can be expected if previous calls do not allow
senior right holders to meet their needs or the drought conditions worsen.

o Calls may be removed in the event of significant precipitation in the subject
watershed.

At the time of this writing [March 2014], the focus of potential calls is on the San Francisco Bay
Delta, and therefore the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers. The Kaweah River terminates in
Lake Kaweah. Though much of the lake’s water is conveyed below for irrigation, it does not
reach the San Joaquin River. Given this, a call on the San Joaquin River would not affect water
rights in the Kaweah watershed. However, should conditions warrant, a call placed specifically
on the Kaweah watershed could affect park rights in that watershed.

The Kings River, below Pine Flat Reservoir, enters the Central Valley and divides into multiple
channels for irrigation. Portions of the river may then enter the San Joaquin River. Calls on the

* Regarding curtailments, the Board’s focus has been on the San Francisco Bay Delta and its tributaries. Much of
this assessment is based on the Board’s approach in the two main watersheds—the Sacramento and San Joaquin
nivers—supplying the Bay Delta. Phone Conversation, Eric Lord-WRB, Christine Rico-Delta Water Master Office
(Feb. 11, 2014); Notice of Surface Water Shortage and Potential for Curtailment of Water Right Diversions, State
Water Resources Control Board (Jan. 17, 2014); Fact Sheet, Water Right Holders Likely to Face Curtailment in
2014, State Water Resources Control Board (updated Jan. 31, 2014).

* Both the Kings and Kaweah rivers have been declared fully appropriated. In re Declaration of Fully Appropriated
Stream Systems in California, Order WR 98-08, State Water Resources Control Board (1998).

S The initial call or calls will affect statutory appropriations first, with the initial call affecting more-junior
appropriators. How the Board will determine which priority dates to be called is uncertain. For example, will the
first call affect all rights junior to 1965 or junior to 19207 Most likely it will vary based on the severity of the
drought in a given watershed, and the nature of the water rights in that watershed.

In general, riparian rights and pre-1914 rights will be presumed to be senior to all statutory appropriative rights,
and consequently, such rights will be the last to be called out. Under the most extreme circumstances, the priority of
a riparian right may be challenged based on the date the riparian right was first put to use. It is difficult to imagine
such a dire situation, so the likelihood of this occurring is remote.
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San Joaquin River could affect water rights on the Kings River. Similar to the Kaweah River, a
call placed specifically on the Kings River could affect park rights in that watershed.

Update: December 2014

InMarch 2014, when this Assessment was first issued, there was much uncertainty as to
how calls for curtailment would be applied in a given watershed. The Board did issue a
number of calls on watersheds around the state, and it turns out that the expected
administration of calls set forth above was fairly accurate.

No calls were issued in the Kaweah or Kings rivers watersheds, but calls were issued for
post-1914 rights in the Sacramento/San Joaguin (including the Merced River watershed),
Russian, Scott, and Eel watersheds. In the Kaweah and Kings rivers watersheds, the
Board’s projected curtailments of pre-1914 rights and projected flow inadequacies to
support even riparian rights did not materialize, due largely to intermittent storm events
that maintained adequate stream flow to support pre-1914 and riparian rights.
Consequently, the calls for curtailment did not progress beyond post-1914 water rights.
In the fall, the Board issued temporary suspensions of curtailments due fo the end of
irrigation season and storm events, and at the time of this update the suspension of
curtailments remained in place. Ultimately, the Park’s water rights were not affected by
the Board’s calls.

Water Right Background

Statutory Appropriative (aka post-1914) Rights

With enactment of the Water Code in 1914, the statutory procedures in the Code set forth the
exclusive means by which a water right could be obtained. Upon licensing of a post-1914 right,
a priority date is issued which reflects the relative priority of that right within a given watershed.
The more senior the right, the more superior the right, and the less likely that right is to curtailed
in the event a call is placed on the watershed. Such rights are generally junior to, or inferior to,
riparian rights.

Riparian Rights

California recognizes riparian rights as well as appropriative rights. Pursuant to the riparian
doctrine, the owner of land that contains or abuts a water source (stream, spring, lake) has the
right to reasonable use of water from that source. There are no procedural requirements for such
aright, e.g., application process. Riparian rights are “correlative”—this means that among
riparian right holders on the same source, shortages and surpluses are shared equally. As stated,
riparian rights are generally senior in priority to state appropriative rights.®

8 Tt should be noted that riparian rights, though normally viewed as correlative, also hold a temporal priority. The
likelihood of such a priority becoming operative is very remote and would arise only under the most extreme
drought circumstances, however, it is worth noting. Pursuant to federal and state court rulings, in California a
riparian right attaches to reserved federal land when such land is first withdrawn from the public domain and
reserved for a federal purpose, e.g., a national park. Intheory, such riparian rights would be considered junior to
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State law distinguishes riparian uses into natural uses and artificial vses. Natural uses are
domestic uses including drinking, cooking, washing, and small amounts of livestock. All other
riparian uses are artificial. Natural uses are given preference over artificial uses. Natural uses
that are commercialized, i.e., serving paying guests, do not necessarily lose their preference as
natural uses, but an excessive degree of commercialization® to the prejudice of downstream
riparian users may affect the preference.

The California Supreme Court has recognized that the federal government holds riparian rights
as owner of reserved federal lands.'® Thus the Park, as a landowner, holds riparian rights to
reasonable use of water within or abutting the reserved federal lands. The Park’s uses of water—
e.g., visitor center, staff housing, campground, firefighting—can be considered reasonable uses
of water consistent with riparian rights.""

Overlying Rights (Groundwater)

In California, there are two lines of distinction regarding groundwater use; the lines are (1) land
ownership, and (2) the source of the groundwater. Regarding the first distinction, an owner of
land has the right to reasonable use of groundwater beneath the land. This is referred to as an
overlying right. There are no procedural requirements for such use and the Board generally does
not have jurisdiction over such use. In contrast, a statutory groundwater right is not based on
land ownership, but is based on procedural requirements, e.g., application to the Board. One
need not own land to obtain such a right, but one does need legal access to the land upon which
the well will be located.

The other line of distinction regards the source of the water. In California, groundwater is
divided into two categories—“percolating” groundwater, and “subterranean streams flowing
through known and definite channels.” Groundwater is legally presumed to be percolating; the
Board has no jurisdiction over such water and no permit is needed to use such water. In contrast,
“subterranean streams...”, sometimes referred to as stream underflow, are within Board
jurisdiction and a permit is needed to use such water.

state law-based appropriative rights established prior to the reservation of federal land causing riparian rights to
attach to the reserved federal land. Moreover, in the case of unexercised riparian rights held by the federal
government, the Board may determine that the future riparian right of the US shall have a lower priority than uses
authorized by the Board prior to exercise of the riparian right by the US. This indicates that the priority date of a
riparian right will likely be a function of when it was first exercised, rather than when it attached; and that the
United States must apply to the Board whenever it proposes to exercise a riparian right. In re Water of Hallett Creek
Stream System, 749 P.2d 324 (Cal. 1988), cert denied sub nom California v. United States, 488 11.S. 824 (1988).
Again, this aspect of riparian rights would come into play only under extreme circumstances.

? Excessive commercialization of domestic uses might include swimming pools, oramental pools, or boating.
Pratherv. Hoberg, 150 P.2d 405 (Cal. 1944).

10 1n re Water of Hallett Creek Stream System, 749 P.2d 324 (Cal. 1988), cert denied sub nom California v. United
States, 488 U.S. 824 (1988).

! Though there are some constraints, riparian rights afford the holder flexibility in terms of the amount of use, the
purpose of use, timing of use, and location of use. In the event of questions regarding riparian uses, the Water
Rights Branch is available for assistance.
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The Park uses groundwater to meet \omg of its consumptw e needs. As a landowner, the Park
holds overlying rights to such water."> The water is le;:allv presumed to be percolating:
consequently, the Park needs no permit from the Board" to use such water. The Park should be
aware, however, that this legal pxesumpnon can be overcome by evidence that a given well is
drawing from stream sub-flow."* In such a situation, a well would then need to file an
application for a water right, and would be subject to the Board’s jurisdiction.

Update: December 2014

In 2014, the Slule Legislature enacted two bills regulating the State’s groundwater for

the first time. 5" The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act established a State
policy to manage groundwater on a sustainable basis. Existing surface or groundwater
rights are not affected by the act, and the Board's authority is not expanded. The act
requires the establishment of local groundwater sustainability agencies, and such
agencies are required 1o implement groundwater sustainability plans for high and
medium priority basins by 2020. The State will become involved in the process only if the
local agency fails to establish a sustainability plan.

In December 2014, the California Division of Water Resources prioritized groundwater
basins around the state. Based on the Division of Water Resources’ determination, the
basins underlying the Park are considered to be of very low priority.’® Consequently, the
act should have no effect on the Park’s use of groundwater for some time.

Federal Reserved Rights

Water rights are generally a matter of state law; however, federal reserved rights are an
exception. Based on United States Supreme Court rulings, federal reserved rights are created

L Though the California Supreme Court held that the United States holds riparian rights to surface water as a
landowner, the case did not address whether the United States holds overlying rights to groundwater as landowner.
In re Water of Hallett Creek Stream System, 749 P.2d 324 (Cal. 1988). cert denied sub nom California v. United
States, 488 U.S. 824 (1988). However, the reasoning behind the California Supreme Court’s ruling applies equally
m overlying rights. 1-15 California Water Law and Policy § 15.16 [citations omitted].

* It should be noted that though no permit from the Board is required to use the water, a so-called “water right™,
permit to drill and complete the well will be required from the appropriate county. Such does not constitute a
“water right”.

" Such a scenario is unlikely. However, if a Park well is located near a surface stream, there is incentive for a
downstream surface water right holder to seek to have the Park well come under Board jurisdiction. This could be
accomplished by providing evidence that the well is drawing water from stream sub-flow. The Park would then
need to file an application with the Board for a water right; that right would be very junior in the watershed and
would be subject to future calls like any other junior surface right.

* For a summary of the bills enacted, go to: http:/leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/face billStatusClient.xhtml (SB 1168),
and: http:/leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml (AB 1739).

' In June 2014, CASGEM (California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring) prepared a groundwater basin
prioritization map for purposes of prioritizing basins in need of additional groundwater monitoring. In December
2014, pursuant to the new groundwater legislation the Department of Water Resources determined that this map
would be the initial prioritization of groundwater basins. Based on this map, the groundwater basins beneath the
Park are considered to be of very low priority. Consequently, the appropriate county or counties abutting the Park
are not required to establish a groundwater sustainability agency or develop a groundwater sustainability plan for the
foreseeable future.
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when land is reserved from the public domain'’ or acquired® for a specific federal purpose, such
as a national forest or national park. The reservation of land also reserves sufficient water to
meet the purposes of the reservation of land. The priority dates of a federal reserved right are
based on the dates that lands were reserved from the public domain for a specific purpose, either
national forest or national park. Federal reserved rights doctrine is based largely on rights to
surface water; the applicability of the doctrine to groundwater is unsettled, but the trend is
toward recognition of federal reserved rights to groundwater. "’

The federal reserved rights in use by the Park are located in areas with different land reservation
histories; consequently, the priority dates of the federal reserved rights differ. Tables 1 and 2 set
forth the estimated priority dates for federal reserved rights; the priority dates reflect the
following land reservation history in the Park.

Sequoia National Park was created in 1890 by reservation of public land?’; this reservation did
not include the Mineral King Valley or Kings River canyon. In 1893, the Sierra Forest Reserve
was created?’; the Mineral King Valley and Kings Canyon were included in this reservation. In
1910, the southern portion of the Sierra Forest Reserve, including the Mineral King Valley, was
separated from the Sierra Forest Reserve and proclaimed the Kern Forest. In 1915, the Kem
Forest was abolished and designated as the Sequoia Forest Reserve. In 1926, the Mineral King
Valley was reserved as part of the Sequoia National Game Refuge.”? The lands within the refuge
continued to be part of the Sequoia National Forest.” In 1965, the Cedar Grove area, containing
the South Fork Kings River canyon area, was reserved from national forest into Kings Canyon
National Park.?* In 1978, the Sequoia National Game Refuge was abolished and the land,
including the Mineral King Valley, was transferred to the National Park Service (NPS) and
incorporated into Sequoia National Park.?

Though the contours (amount, purposes, priority, etc.) of a federal reserved right can be
conclusively determined only through a court proceeding, it can be reasonably concluded for
purposes of this assessment that SEKI holds federal reserved rights for both national forest and
national park purposes. The quantity of water so reserved is that quantity sufficient to support
the purposes for which the national forest and national park were reserved.

7 Winters v. United States, 207 U.S. 564 (190?2; Arizona v. California, 373 U.S 546 (1963).

'8 United States v. Anderson, 736 F.2d 1358 (9" Cir. 1984).

19 See, for example, Park Center Water Dist. v. United States, 781 P.2d 90, 95 .13 (Colo. 1989) (assuming without
deciding that reserved rights may include groundwater); United States v. Washington, 375 F. Supp.2d 1050, 1058
(W.D. Wash. 2005) (tribal federal reserved rights determined to extend to groundwater).

20 An act to set apart a certain tract of land in the State of California as a public park, P.I. 51-926, Ch. 926, 26 Stat.
478 (1890). The purpose of the reservation was to dedicate the land “as a public park, or pleasure ground, for the
benefit and enjoyment of the people.”

2 Proclamation 348 (Feb. 14, 1893).

22 An act to revise the boundary of the Sequoia National Park, California, P.L. 69-465, Ch. 744, § 6, 44 Stat. 818
(1926) (amended 1948; repealed 1978).

23 Id

2 An Act to add certain lands to the Kings Canyon National Park in the State of California, and for other purposes,
79 Stat. 446 (Aug. 6, 1965).
25 National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978, P.L. 95-625, § 314,92 Stat. 3479 (1978).
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There are precedents for recognition of federal reserved rights in support of national forest and
national park administrative purposes. The precedents include the California State Water
Resources Control Board®®, agreements®” in Montana and Wyoming, and water court rulings in
Colorado®,

Though this assessment focuses on the Park’s consumptive uses of water, federal reserved rights
also support instream values within the Parks. As is the case with consumptive uses, these
instream values are based on the purposes for the creation of the parks or national forests as set
forth in the respective enabling acts and the NPS Organic Act. Because a federal reserved right
in support of instream values is non-diversionary, a call would not be operative on such a right.

Park Priorities
Surface Water

The water right records maintained by Water Rights Branch (WRB) and the Board were
reviewed to determine what water rights of record are held by the Park. The Park’s uses are
limited to sources located within the Kings and Kaweah watersheds. The water right abstracts
maintained by the Board for the Kaweah and Kings watersheds have no record of Park water
uses, with two exceptions.” Absent any record filed with the Board indicating statutory
appropriative rights, it reasonably can be concluded that Park uses of surface water are supported
by riparian rights and federal reserved rights. It is also important to note that a water use can be
supported by more than one type of right. The Park’s surface water rights and uses are set forth
in Table 1.

% The California State Water Resources Control Board has recognized a federal reserved right for the Forest
Service for purposes of firefighting and industrial purposes. Findings and Order of Determination, In re Hallett
Creek Stream System, California State Water Resources Control Board (1983); Decree No. 16291, Hallett Creek
Adjudication (Superior Ct.-Lassen County, 1984).

27 The Forest Service and the Montana Reserved Water Rights Compact Commission reached draft settlement
recognizing reserved rights for fire-fighting and administrative needs and an instream flow right 4-37 Waters and
‘Water Rights Section 37.03.

In a settlement in the Big Horn River adjudication, the federal government was allocated essentially the
entire flow of the waters in Yellowstone National Park, mostly to "preserve the natural resources, natural curiosities
and public enjoyment” of the park, but also for various administrative and visitor use purposes. The state agreed that
the federal water right extended to both surface and groundwater and could not be precisely quantified. 4-37 Waters
and Water Rights S 37.04.

8 Federal reserved rights in support of administrative purposes have been recognized by water courts in Colorado.
4-37 Waters and Water Rights Section 37.03; Decree, In the Matter of the Application of the United States for
Reserved Water Rights in Rocky Mountain National Park, Case No. W-8439-76, Dist. Ct., Water Div. No. 1, State
of Colorado (1994); Final Decree, In the Matter of the Application of the United States for Reserved Water Rights in
Rocky Mountain National Park, Civil Action No. 1768, Dist. Ct., Water Div. No. 5, State of Colorado (2000);
Findings of Fact, Conelusions of Law and Decree, Coneerning the Application for Water Rights of the United States
of America (Reserved Water Rights for Mesa Verde National Park), Case No. W-1633-76, Water Div. No. 7, State
of Colorado (1997)(Decree entered pursuant to agreement).

% The exceptions are Licenses 961 and 3006. License 961 authorizes use of water from an unnamed spring for
domestic, recreational, and firefighting purposes. The right has a priority of 1927. This license authorized use of
water for domestic, recreational, and firefighting purposes, but is now used in support of stock. License 3006
supplies water for communal domestic water use in the west Mineral King area. The license authorizes use of up to
1.4 acre-feet per year from an unnamed spring. The priority date is 1941.
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Update: December 2014

In general, riparian rights are viewed as the most senior rights in a watershed. As such,
they are least vulnerable to a call by the Board. The Park reasonably can continue fo
divert surface water pursuant fo riparian rights. Such use would be vilnerable to a call
only in the circumstance that the Board has already curtailed use pursuant to post-1914
and pre-1914 rights.

However, the Park’s reliance on riparian rights in support of some consumptive uses
comes with a caveat. If riparian rights have been dormant, i.e., not yet exercised, they
may be re-prioritized to a very junior status by the Board. Such a re-prioritizing by the
Board would usually only occur in the context of an adjudication of a watershed or after
adjudication of a watershed. However, the Board may have the authority to re-prioritize
unexercised riparian rights even in the absence of an adjudication. That is, the Board
may have the authority on its own initiative to re-prioritize unexercised riparian rights to
a very junior status. Under such a circumstance, a riparian right could be called out for
curtai}llf]ﬂent as a very junior right. The available authorities are not entirely clear on this
issue.

In the event the Park’s exercise of its riparian rights is relatively recent—i.e., initiated or
claimed in response to having an appropriative right called out for curtailment—the
Board may have the authority to determine that such a new riparian right use is
unreasonable and thus subject to re-prioritizing to very junior status. (It is important to
note that discussion with the Board indicated that the Board is not seeking, at this time,
to re-prioritize riparian rights,) In order to minimize this potential vulnerability, it is
important for the Park to research its present consumptive uses that are supported by
riparian rights, and determine the approximate date such use began. Such information
could then be used to refitte any assertion that the Park only recently started using
riparian rights. WRB recommends that the Park consult with WRB regarding this
research.

Though the Park’s riparian rights are serving paying guests—i.e., are somewhat
commercialized—they do not lose their status as riparian rights. This status can be maintained
by ensuring that park uses are limited to basic domestic needs—e.g., drinking, cooking, washing.
Given the expected administration of calls in the watershed, the Park’s riparian rights would be
the last rights affected by calls.

* The California Supreme Court has held that the Board may, in the context of an adjudication, re-prioritize
unexercised riparian rights to a very junior status. In re Waters of Long Valley Creek Stream System, 599 P.2d 656
(Cal. 1979); In re Water of Hallett Creek Stream System, 749 P.2d 324 (Cal. 1988), cert denied sub nom California
v. United States, 488 U.S. 824 (1988). Though the California Supreme Court has not addressed the issue directly, a
recent Court of Appeals case suggests that the Board may have the authority to re-prioritize unexercised riparian
rights as part of an enforcement action to prevent unreasonable or illegal uses of water. Young v. State Water
Resources Control Board, 219 Cal. App. 4% 397 (2013). The trial court in Hallett Creek found that future use of
water under unexercised riparian rights is unreasonable when supply is inadequate to satisfy all rights set forth in the
decree. In re Waters of Hallett Creek Stream System, No. 16291, 9 18 (Sup. Ct. 1984).
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The Park’s federal reserved rights are more difficult to characterize in terms of vulnerability to a
call. For sake of clarity, federal reserved rights will be divided into two categories—those for
national forest purposes and those for national park purposes.® Federal reserved rights for
national forest purposes have a priority date of 1893. The priority dates of federal reserved
rights for national park purposes vary depending upon when a given area was incorporated into
the park. Federal reserved rights in Kings River canyon area have a priority date of 1965; those
in the Mineral King Valley have a priority date of 1978; and all others have a date of 1890. The
federal reserved rights for Kings Canyon National Park and those in the Mineral King Valley are
very junior and thus more likely to be affected by an initial call in the watersheds. The
remaining federal reserved rights are reflective of the original reservation of land into Sequoia
National Park in 1890. Such a date is relatively senior in the Kaweah River watershed and
would likely not be affected until a second or third successive call on that watershed.

Though SEKI’s federal reserved rights have some vulnerability to a call, it should be
remembered that the Park’s uses are also supported by riparian rights, and so long as the park
uses are “reasonable”, the park can continue to use water based on riparian rights. Moreover, the
Board has not yet sought to apply the calls for curtailment to federal reserved rights.*?

The Park holds two statutory appropriative rights. License 961 holds a priority date of 1927, and
License 3006 holds a priority date of 1941. These are both junior in the watersheds, and so are
vulnerable to calls. Because the Park owns the land on which the water sources are located, the
uses are also supported by riparian rights. Should these licenses be called for curtailment, the
Park will most likely be able to continue to divert water pursuant to riparian and federal reserved
rights.

Update: December 2014

The exercise of dormant riparian rights as a “fall-back” to curtailment of statutory
appropriative rights comes with a caveat. This is discussed above at pages 7— 8.

The application of a call by a state agency on a federal reserved right pursuant to state
law is a relatively untested aspect of the prior appropriation doctrine. NPS policy and
the weight of existing authority suggest that a park voluntarily curtail use of water
pursuant to a federal reserved right in the event of a call.®?

Groundwater
The Park likely holds both overlying rights and federal reserved rights to the use of

groundwater. The Park’s overlying rights for groundwater use are not subject to Board
Jurisdiction. Therefore, a call issued by the Board will have no effect on water use

3L Exhibit 2 provides a brief summary of the Park’s federal reserved rights, reflecting the land reservation history at
the locations of water use.

32 Phone Conversation: Eric Lord-WRB, Barry Hill-Forest Service Regional Hydrologist (since retired)(Sept. 16,
2014. This issue arose in the context of calls for curtailment of rights within Lassen National Forest in June 2014.
BNPS Policy Manual § 4.6.2 (2006), United States v. Denver, 656 P.2d 1, 35 (Colo. 1982); United States v. Bell,
724 P.2d 631, 644 (Colo. 1986), Federal Youth Center v. Dist. Ct., 575 P.2d 395, 400 (Colo. 1978).
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pursuant to overlying rights. Though the Park’s wells are legally presumed to be
drawing “percolating” water not subject to Board jurisdiction, additional assessment of
these wells is likely warranted to determine whether they are drawing from stream
underflow.™ If so, the vulnerability of these wells to calls will change. The Park’s
federal reserved rights to groundwater use™ have priority dates based on the date a
specific area was reserved into a national park or national forest. The Park’s
groundwater rights and uses are set forth in Table 2.

Administration of Calls for Curtailment

Estimating the effect of calls on Park uses has uncertainty, due largely to the Board’s own
uncertainty as to how calls will be applied and unique character of each watershed. The water
rights abstracts for the Kings River and Kaweah River watersheds were reviewed, nevertheless,
in an attempt to estimate how calls would likely be applied in these watersheds. The abstracts
indicate that calls on these watersheds will differ in terms of their effects, though the ultimate
effect on Park rights will be similar. In the Kaweah watershed, statutory appropriations—i.e.,
those to be called out first—constitute a very minor share of total diversions. Consequently, an
initial call on these rights will not likely have a large effect on river flow. This suggests that
subsequent calls are more likely. The largest diverter in the watershed, Wutchumna Water
Company, claims 114,500 acre-feet per year based on a pre-1914 claim with a claimed priority
date of 1877. Though this is a relatively senior priority—senior to the Park’s federal reserved
rights—it is junior to the Park’s riparian right uses.

In contrast, the Kings River abstract indicates that a large quantity of water is diverted by third
parties pursuant to statutory appropriative rights; the largest diverter is Kings River Water
Association for irrigation purposes. A call or calls on statutory appropriative rights, then, would
likely have the desired effect, thus reducing the likelihood of additional calls. Another
substantial diverter, Fresno Irrigation Company, claims a pre-1914 right with a priority date of
1914. This use would be affected prior to the park’s riparian rights and prior to the park’s
federal reserved right for national forest purposes. In summary, calls on the Kings River
watershed would likely curtail very large diversions and thus have the desired effect before the
Park’s uses would be affected.

Exhibit 1 illustrates how a succession of calls might be applied to a watershed and how such
calls might affect Park rights.

3 As stated, groundwater is legally presumed to be “percolating” and so not subject to Board jurisdiction. The legal
presumption may be overcome by a third party seeking to have the well within the Board’s jurisdiction. If under
Board jurisdiction, the wells would be subject to calls and would need to obtain permits from the Board. The
presumption may be overcome by evidence that a well is drawing from stream underflow. In a drought situation, a
downstream water user may seek to have the Board gain jurisdiction over the wells by providing such evidence.

%% The applicability of the federal reserved right doctrine to groundwater is somewhat unsettled. The U.S. Supreme
Court enjoined the pumping of groundwater by third parties in order to protect a federal reservation. Cappaert v.
United States, 426 U.S. 696 (1978). The Arizona Supreme Court recognized a federal reservation of groundwater in
support of federal purposes, In re General Adjudication of the Gila River, 989 P.2d 739 (Ariz. 1999), and a federal
district in Nevada exempted a military reservation from complying with state requirements to pump groundwater,
Nevada ex.rel. Shambergerv. United States, 165 F. Supp. 600 (D. Nev. 1958), aff’d on other grounds, 279 F.2d 699
(9" Cir. 1960). However, the Wyoming Supreme Court denied to applicability of Indian reserved rights to
groundwater. In re General Adjudication of the Big Horn Sys., 753 P.2d 76 (Wyo. 1988).
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Update: December 2014

Contrary to the Board's projections in April 2014, no calls were issued by the Board in
the Kaweah or Kings watersheds. The Board did, however, issue calls in other
watersheds in the state. From that experience, much can be learned about the Park’s
vilnerabilities to future calls. The Park’s reliance on riparian, federal reserved, and
overlying rights provides some degree of protection of Park water uses. Thus far, the
Board seems reluctant to seek to curtail riparian or federal reserved rights.
Nevertheless, given the volatility of the California climate and projected changes to that
climate, efforts should be made to improve the reliability of the Park’s water rights
setting. This is set forth in the recommendations.

Recommendations

In order to minimize the effect of the Park’s consumptive uses on the watershed and in the
interest of good public relations, it is important to minimize the park’s water use. This can be
accomplished by minimizing the amount of water used, ensuring that no water is wasted, reusing
water where possible, and making sure unused water is returned to the system. The Park has
already identified several things that can be done in its response to enquiries by the Regional
Office. By minimizing the Park’s water use and maximizing the park’s efficiency, the Park
reduces the likelihood that either the Board or a downstream user will seek to curtail Park uses.

In addition to the items identified by SEKI in its response to the Regional Office, WRB also
recommends the following:

For those water uses supported by riparian rights, research the history of water use at
those given facilities to determine when water use pursuant to a riparian right was
initiated. Document that history and record Statements of Water Diversion and Use that
reflect that history. Such Statements are required of all surface water uses, and can be
used to document its continuing use of riparian rights and federal reserved rights in the
event of call, conflict, or adjudication. Should the Park pursue this research, WRB
requests that copies be provided to WRB to complete our dockets.

Regarding License 961, now used in support of stock animals, we recommend that the
Park consult with WRB about adding such a use to the license to legitimize that use under
the license.

Ensure that the Reports of Licensee for licenses 961 and 3006 are current and reflect
current use.

Prioritize Park water uses and prepare a contingency plan for curtailment of uses based
on those priorities. Given the severity of the current drought, Park uses should be
constrained to minimal domestic needs.

Monitor any developments in adjacent county governments regarding the establishment
of an agency tasked to regulate groundwater pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act. Consult with WRB regarding the potential effects of any such activity.
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12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment

TABLE 1: PARK SURFACE WATER USES AND RIGHTS

FEDERAL RESERVED RIGHTS —
SURFACE WATER
STATUTORY
LOCATION OF APPROP- RIPARIAN National Forest National Park
USE RIATIVE RIGHTS Purposes Purposes
RIGHTS

Ash Mountain No Yes None 1890
Atwell Mill No Yes 1893 1978
Cabin Creck No Yes None 1890

Cold Springs License 3006
Water Spystegm (1941) ki 1853 1978
Copper Creek No Yes 1893 1965
Dorst No Yes None 1890
Lodgepole No Yes None 1890
Redwood Meadow No Yes 1893 1926
Sheep Creek No Yes 1893 1965
Silver City No Yes 1893 1978
South Fork No Yes 1893 1890

Unnamed Sprin License 961
i1, to Mill Crodk (1927) Ted i 128
Wolverton No Yes None 1890
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12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment

TABLE 2: PARK GROUNDWATER USES AND RIGHTS

FEDERAL RESERVED RIGHTS —
GROUNDWATER
LOCATION OF ( Glg)C}/IJEI\I?]IS\?EEER) National Forest National Park
USE Purposes Purposes
RIGHTS
‘{“Vsi‘ti\f‘s";rs‘:;';‘ Yes None 1890
Buckeye
Campground Yes None 1890
Water System
“C;: - SC;TSOt:n Yes None 1890
P\)I‘?:g’;glyi‘;ﬁ Yes None 1890
f;;f;“syz‘z;g Yes 1893 1965
P‘“eg;’;’tggater Yes None 1890
Potwisha
Campground Yes None 1890
Water System
;,I;f:rps?;;i Yes 1893 1965
W‘)lvse;‘s‘g‘n\yater Yes None 1890
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12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment

EXHIBIT 1: ADMINISTRATION OF CALLS TO HYPOTHETICAL PARK WATER RIGHTS
IN A GIVEN WATERSHED

Assumptions:
e Park uses water from a given source at the same location based on a riparian right, a federal
reserved right (priority 1920), and an appropriative right (priority 1968)
¢ State Water Resources Control Board applies calls in succession: (1) junior appropriative rights
(1965-2014); (2) senior appropriative rights (1915 to 1964); (3) pre-1914 rights (1860 to 1914),
(4) riparian rights.

Succession of Calls i Priority of Hypothetical

Placed on Watershed | Park Water Rights on a

Given Water Use
4™ Call: Park riparian right
e Riparian
rights
rd E . .
3 Can-Pr - Priority of All
. c- g P
Administration of Claims Wi;/i:t:i;}glttds- n
Successive Calls (1860 to )
i 1914 . .
L T Call- ) Highest (Senior)
¢ Senior Park Federal Reserved ;
appropriative | Right (Priority Date—
rights (1915 | 1920) -
to 1964) Lowest (Junior)

1% Call:
e Junior
appropriative ['park Appropriative Right

rights (1965 | (Priority Date—1968)
to 2014)

o v

3 The 1860 priority date is somewhat arbitrary. It merely represents a date representative of the earliest pre-1914
rights. There are likely some pre-1914 rights established prior to 1860.
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12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment

Outcome:

In this hypothetical, the Board issues a succession of four calls on the watershed. The 1% call curtails the
Park’s appropriative right with a date of 1968; however, the Park may continue to use water pursuant to a
riparian right for that purpose. The federal reserved right, with a priority date of 1920, is senior to the 1%
call and so is not affected by the 1 call. The 2" call, however, curtails the federal reserved right because
that right’s priority date is within the priority range of the 2* call. However, the Park can continue to use
water from that source for that same purpose based on its riparian right until the potential 4™ call. The 3™
call affects only pre-1914 rights, based on their claimed priority dates. In this hypothetical, the Park holds
no pre-1914 rights and so is not affected by this 3" call. The Park’s riparian right does not have a priority
date, and is senior to all appropriative rights in the watershed. Assuming the drought is extreme, there
may be a 4" call. If so, such a call could affect the Park’s uses based on riparian rights.

This begs the question: Of what value is a federal reserved right in tandem with the riparian right if the
federal reserved right can be called out with no effect on the riparian right? It is true that a federal
reserved right has a priority date based on the date of the federal reservation and that it can be called out.
However, a federal reserved right and a riparian right can be used simultancously for the same purpose at
the same place. And the federal reserved right provides some flexibility over the riparian right in terms of
place and type of use. In addition, a riparian right can be dedicated to instream use only by petitioning the
Board and only after a period of consumptive use for another purpose, e.g. domestic or irrigation; in
contrast, federal reserved rights can be used in support of instream values without such requirements.
Lastly, continuing to claim a federal reserved right develops a record of such right with the Board,
supporting recognition of such a right in the event of an adjudication, conflict, or call.

In the context of groundwater, state law presumes all groundwater to be “percolating’, the Board has no
jurisdiction over percolating water. Consequently, a call would not be operative against a Park’s
groundwater use. Again, this begs the question: Of what value is a federal reserved right to groundwater
in tandem with an overlying right if the federal reserved right can be called out with no effect on the
overlying right? The answer parallels the above paragraph; a federal reserved right provides some
flexibility in terms of location of use. In addition, though state law presumes that wells are drawing
percolating water—water that is not subject to Board jurisdiction—if the Park wells were actually
drawing water from stream subflow, and proof of this is provided by downstream right holders in the
watershed, the Park wells could be required to obtain a statutory water right for the wells. The Board
does have jurisdiction over such a right. Should such a water right be obtained, it would likely be very
junior and thus subject to call. Alternatively, given that the watershed is considered to be fully
appropriated, the likelihood of obtaining a water right for the wells seems remote. In such a case, the
Park’s federal reserved right could continue to support Park use. But it is important to remember that a
federal reserved right may also be called out based on priority date.

It is recognized that the likelihood of the scenarios discussed here are remote. However, given
California’s susceptibility to drought, climate change, and generally increasing water demand, such
scenarios are not out of the range of possibility. Consequently, seeking to record water use based at least
in part on a federal reserved right is worthwhile if only as an abundance of caution.
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12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment

EXHIBIT 2: SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED PRIORITIES OF PARK FEDERAT,
RESERVED RIGHTS

The park uses water in several different areas—e.g., King River canyon, Dorst, Mineral King
Valley, ete. The areas have different reservation histories. Consequently, the priority dates of
the federal reserved rights differ based on the location of the use. The following are summaries
of the estimated priorities of the water rights currently being exercised in SEKL

Surface Water Uses:

Sheep Creek:

e Creation of Sequoia National Forest: 1893.

e Creation of Kings Canyon National Park: 1965. The spur containing Cedar Grove to the
east almost to Zumwalt Meadow had remained in the National Forest for some time,
though NPS had managerial jurisdiction over it for much of that time.

e Conclusion: A federal reserved right for national forest purposes as of 1893; a federal
reserved right for national park purposes as of 1965.

Copper Creek:

e Creation of Sequoia National Forest: 1893. It appears that Sequoia National Forest was
part of the Sierra Forest Reserve, which was created in 1893. The southern parts of this
reserve ultimately came to be Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks.

e Creation of Kings Canyon National Park: 1965. The spur containing Cedar Grove to the
east almost to Zumwalt Meadow had remained in the National Forest for some time,
though NPS had managerial jurisdiction over it for much of that time.

e Conclusion: A federal reserved right for national forest purposes as of 1893; a federal
reserved right for national park purposes as of 1965.

Dorst :

e Creation of Sequoia National Park: 1890.

e Sierra Forest Reserve: The reservation creating the Sierra Forest Reserve was not
effective as to lands already located within Sequoia National Park.

e Conclusion: The map provided by the park is not entirely clear as to whether the point of
diversion was actually within Sequoia National Park’s boundaries when it was initially
created.

o A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date of
1890 (assuming the point of diversion is within the Sequoia National Park
reservation in 1890). If the point of diversion is not within the Sequoia National
Park 1890 boundary, a federal reserved right was created upon reservation of the
Sierra Forest Reserve in 1893.

Cabin Creek:
e Creation of Sequoia National Park: 1890.
s Sierra Forest Reserve: The reservation creating the Sierra Forest Reserve was not
effective as to lands already located within Sequoia National Park.
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12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment

e Conclusion: Though this is close to the Dorst Creek point of diversion, it appears that the
Cabin Creek area was located within the original boundaries of Sequoia National Park.

o A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date of
1890.

Lodgepole:
e Creation of Sequoia National Park: 1890.

e Sierra Forest Reserve: The reservation creating the Sierra Forest Reserve was not
effective as to lands already located within Sequoia National Park.

e Conclusion: A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date
of 1890.

Wolverton Creek:
e Creation of Sequoia National Park: 1890.

s Sierra Forest Reserve: The reservation creating the Sierra Forest Reserve was not
effective as to lands already located within Sequoia National Park.

e Conclusion: A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date
of 1890.

Ash Mountain:
e Creation of Sequoia National Park: 1890.

e Sierra Forest Reserve: The reservation creating the Sierra Forest Reserve was not
effective as to lands already located within Sequoia National Park.

e Conclusion: A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date
of 1890. A federal reserved right also exists for national forest purposes with a priority
date of 1893.

Atwell Mill:
e Reservation of land into Sequoia National Park: 1978.
¢ Creation of Sierra Forest Reserve: 1893,
e Conclusion: A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date

of 1978. A federal reserved right also exists for national forest purposes with a priority
date of 1893.

Silver City (NPS Housing):
s Reservation of land into Sequoia National Park: 1978.
e Creation of Sierra Forest Reserve: 1893.

e Conclusion: A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date
of 1978. A federal reserved right also exists for national forest purposes with a priority
date of 1893.

South Fork (Ranger Station):
e Creation of Sequoia National Park: 1890.

e Sierra Forest Reserve: The reservation creating the Sierra Forest Reserve was not
effective as to lands already located within Sequoia National Park.
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12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment

e Conclusion: A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date
of 1890. A federal reserved right also exists for national forest purposes with a priority
date of 1893.

Redwood Meadow:
e Expansion of Sequoia National Park: 1926.
¢ Creation of Sierra Forest Reserve: 1893.
s Conclusion: A federal reserved right exists for national park purposes with a priority date
of 1926. A federal reserved right also exists for national forest purposes with a priority
date of 1893.

License 961:

This license authorizes diversion and use of water from an unnamed spring, which is
tributary to Mill Creek and then to Kings River. The purpose of use was changed in 1950 to
include domestic, recreation, and firefighting. It is now used in support of pack stock. The
priority date is 1927.

License 3006:

This license authorizes diversion and use of water from an unnamed spring, tributary to
East Fork Kaweah River. Water from the spring is used for domestic purposes through the Cold
Springs Water System from June 1 to October 30. The priority date is 1941.

Groundwater Uses:

The Park uses groundwater in support of the following water systems: Ash Mountain, Potwisha
Campground, Hospital Rock Water System, Buckeye Campground, Pinewood, Wolverton, Grant
Grove, Sheep Creek, and Packers Dorm. These uses are legally presumed to be drawing
percolating water. The Board has no jurisdiction over percolating groundwater; consequently, a
call would have no effect on the Park’s use of this groundwater.
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04-30-1979: information regarding water rights

e Sas P DATE: April 30, 1979
DOCKET (FILE) TITLE
REGION Western AREA Sequoia National Park . B
SITh  Sycamore Creek Water System .
stATE__ California counry__ Tulare tockry No__WR #1 i

LOZALION T16S, R29E, Sec. 20 or 29 (location of diversion not exactly known)

REGIONAL BASTH LCCAL RASIN

RREDIET Reservation

PULLT _CERTIFICATE ~
PRIORITY. ATION  July 3, 1926 o
QUANTITY. N ' USE_Fire Protection
STATUS__ Active t SOURCE Surface Water - Stream

REMARKS Hydrologic Unit #18030005

Harry Foster, a park ranger, owned a parcel of land abutting the boundary of park. Foster
used Sycamore Creek as his water supply, apparently relying on a riparian right in using

the water. ‘A drought caused the creek to dry up before reaching the boundary of the park
(and Foster's land), so the Superintendent gave Foster informal permission to divert water
from Sycamore Creek from within the park boundaries. Foster constructed a permanent
diversion on the creek and ran a pipeline to his property. In 1943 and 1944 Foster sold part of
the property to Mary E. Wylie and the rest to Charles and Grace Frary.

Following the sale of the property the Service attempted to stop the diversion of water from
inside the park by disconnecting the pipeline. Wylie protested this action, taking her

case to U.S. Senator from California,Hiram Johnson. The Superintendent then informed Wylie
that the park could not allow her to maintain a diversion within the park, but that the

park could run the water to the park boundary, at which point anyone could use it. .Such a
course of action was questioned by the Acting Director, who stated that the water in Sycamore
Creek not necessary for park purposes could be allowed to continue in its course to the

_park boundary, but that the park could not use artificial means to bring the water to the
boundary. No reply was ever recieved.to this memo.

In'1948 a.court held that the water from Sycamore Creek would have to be apportioned between
Wylie and the Frary's in accordance with the grant deeds to their iand. The order referred -
to the "spring in Sycamore Creek", supposedly located near the northwest corner of the Wylie
property. There is no indication that this "spring" is actually the water piped.to the
houndary by the park, as per Superintendent's plan, or if it is a spring located just off
park property. In either case no state filings have been made on the source and no

riparian right can attach if the diversion is on park property. Any use of the water from
Sycamore Creek by a non-park user would be illegal.

In 1978 the park reactivated a diversion on the creek; a catch-basin approximately 500 feet
upstream from a dirt road diverts.the water through a 1 inch pipe to a cistern near the
.road. A 2 inch pipe drains this cistern to a valve and faucet (open-pipe) at the roadside
‘for fire control. It is unknown whether this catch-basin-pipeline-cistern operation was
once a part of Harry Foster's water system or if any part of this diversion supplies water
to off-park users. The park use of the water is valid under the reservationﬁﬁﬁ'fﬁe land
the diversion is located on was withdrawn from the public domain in 1926 for inclusion in
the park.
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02-09-1956: memorandum to chief of design and construction from chief regarding drawing np-sk-3153

Pebruary 9 1956
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02-09-1956: memorandum to chief of design and construction from chief regarding drawing np-sk-3153, page 2cont
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Copy to: Asseciate Divector

Mr. Reshoft
Mr. P. Miller

Mr, Cock
s}l Dunn




02-23-1955: memorandum to director from acting assistant solicitor regarding frary-wylie water dispute involving access to spring

In reply refer to:
L3031-A8

* =
o

Pebrunry 23, 1955

PUrpPOSeS.

3. Ve agree ¥ith Wr. Nerriem's that the information
requested of foreer Superintendent White in memscresds from Mr. Tolson
of August 23 and October 30, 1545, tagether with pertiment fnformstion on
ﬂ“‘hmm,hm.

1

Copy tot Docket Room NPS Files
HitSanders: ju




01-21-1955: memorandum to regional director from superintendent regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to spring t
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| In reply refer to:
: . L3031
January 21, 1955
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Four
From: Superintendent, Sequoia and Kings Canyon

Subject: Water Dispute--Frary-Wylie Involving access to Spring
N Tributary to Sycamore Creek in Sequoia National Park

In reply to your memorandum of January 4 with which you
transmitted that of Mr. Allen of December 9, 1954, I find that
some facts we should have in determin#ition of this matter will
have to wait until the summer months. Briefly, information we
now have indicates that use of water from the source in the park
is not necessary for either Miss Wylie or Mr. and Mrs. Frary.

I find that the former has an adequate supply from a well at the
river. The only point seems to be that it may save her a few
dollars to pump from the nearer source a few months each year.

If this is true, I see no reason for beceoming involved in a
permit procedure. We will have the answer when we find out if the
spring is dry for about 5 months each summer as we have recently
been informed.

Mre. Frary was in yesterday and said she had no interest
in the Sycamore Creek supply and did not care about the permit.

If we decide that a permit is necessary, we will
assemble the data requested.
/s/ E. T. Scoyen

E. T. Scoyen
Superintendent
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12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
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12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
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12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
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12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
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DEC - 91954

12-09-1954: letter to united states senate from assistant director regarding water rights to sycamore creek
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12-09-1954: letter to united states senate from assistant director regarding water rights to sycamore creek, page 2cont
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12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
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12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin




12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
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12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
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11-24-1954: memorandum to director from regional director regarding water dispute, frary-wylie involving access to spring

- IR Copy @

In reply refer to
13031 “

November 2k, 195k
Memorandum

To: Director
From: Regional Birector, Region Four

Subject: Water Dispute, Frary-Wylie involving access to Spring,
Sequoia National Park

In comnection with the sbove you have received coples of
Attorney McClellan's opinion of October 20 and our memorandums of
October 22 and November 16 to Superintendent Scoyen.

There are now attached copies of the following:

Memorandum of November 16, Supt Scoyen to Regional Director
Draft of letter suggested by Supt Scoyen for reply to
Senator Knowland

lLetter of November 15, Scoyen to Miss Wylie
Opinion of November 24 Attorney McClellan to Regional Director

Your early comments will be apprecisted. It would still
appear advisable to this office that the information reguested from
Superintendent White in Mr. Tolsen's memorandums of August 28 end October
30, 1945should be obtained. It might be helpful,too,if there were sub-
mitted some indication of the value of the Wylie property.

Lawrence C. Merriam
Attachments Regional Birector

to Sequoia
W!Im“hlln‘snmnlﬂk




11-10-1954: memorandum to superintendent from acting director regarding use of spring tributary to sycamore creek

i

NOV 101954

Buperintendent,; Sequoia-Kings Canyon Nationml Parks

Acting Birsctor

2

Subject:

!

Use of fipring Tributary to Sycamore Oresk, Sequois Mational
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claim
riparisn diversion on her land with an underground collecting
systen sdequate to intercept sufficient guantities of the flow in

5

{SGD) HILLORY A. TOLSON

Asting Director

Attechments 3

Copy to:

Cutler
Bunn

Regionnl Director, Region Fowr with copy of resume

/e

AvVDumnilet  11-9-5k




11-10-1954: letter to senator from acting director regarding concerns about water system source of supply during 1944-45
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11-10-1954: letter to senator from acting director regarding concerns about water system source of supply during 1944-45, page 2c
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($6D) HILLORY A, TOLSON
HEillery A. Tolson

Copy to: Regional Director, Region Four, with copy of incoming corres. (detached)
Superintendent m&nuqcm
; ) corres.(detached)
» Cubtler with copy of incoming corves.
Mr. Dusn with copy of imceming corves.
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Three Rivers,
October 18, 1954
feet north of my property. He did so

ar 80

it ever sinee, feeling that I had the right to

for me in obtaining the use of & spring located on
using

land
been

I have

it
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Senator Wm. F.
Pribvune Tower
Qekland

Dear Senstor Knowland:
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10-18-1954: letter to senator from private land owner regarding use of a spring located on government land




10-18-1954: letter to senator from private land owner regarding use of a spring located on government land, page 2cont
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/s/ (Miss) Mary B. Wylie
P. . Bax 21
Three Rivers,

Sincerely yours,

Please, will you take care of this for me as Senstor Johnsen did

only this time, mske it stick.
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11-00-1954: resume of correspondence use of spring in seki




11-00-1954: resume of correspondence use of spring in seki, page 2cont




10-30-1945: memorandum to regional director from acting director regarding water problems at seki concerning a private land own

e

Oetober 30, 1946.

MEMORANDUM for the Begional Director, Regiom Pour.

Reference is made to your memorandum of Ostober 17 with Super-
intendent White's suggestions of Octoder 12 with regard tot he water
problems of Miss Wylie at Sequois Natiomal Park.

Under the riparisn dootrine, as recognized in Califernia, any

1 unused water must be allowed to flow, seep, or percolate im its nat-
ural channel, and emy landowner can divert it and use it when it
reaches his property. If, by "wasting®, Nr. White proposes that
procsdure, it is entirely satisfactory.

However, there is some suggestion in his msmorandum to the
effeot that Superintendemt White may corntemplate some improvement of
the channel by this Servies to make the water flow amecther 100 feet
on the surface to reach the boundary of Miss Wylie's tract. This
Service las no authority to meake such improvememts for Miss Wylie.
If sach action is moeded, we think it should be dome by Miss Wylie
under permit, amd, before such a pormit is authorised, we should
have the report requested in our memorandum of August 28.

| (8ED) M onY A TOLSON
AvVD:sh. . g Wriioe:
In duplicste.
“‘ cc: Mr. D\Inn.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SEQUOIA-KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARK
SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, CALIF.

October 12, 1945.

MEMORANDUM for the Regional Director, Region Fours

Referring to your memorandum of September 6 and letter from Acting
Director Tolson of August 28, 1945, on the subject of water desired by
Miss Wylie from a spring in the bed of Sycamore Creek just inside the park
boundary from her land which abuts upon the parks I have this day talked with
Miss Wylie and also have visited the source of the water.

Sycamore Creek at this point is a deep gulley about 100' below the
surrounding arable land. The creek bed itself is dry at the park boundary
but about 100' inside the park boundary there is a seepage of water which
probably runs a gallon or two a minute and is of no use whatever to the
parke In order to obviate any permit, we propose to waste the water from
this spring for the 100' to the park boundary, and if Miss Wylie or anybody else
desires to take it at that point that will be their business. This would appear
to obviate the necessity for issuance of any permit, and to make this water
matter less complicated.

I have discussed this with MissWylie and she is appreciative of anything
we can do, and this I think will olose the matter.

John R, White
Superintendent

cC: Direactor.
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UNITED STATES

‘ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE B

Augast 28, 1948.
EEMORANDUN for the Regiomal Director, kegien Peur.

Enelosed sre twe copies of a letter of Juns 26 from Miss Nary E. Wylie
of Three Rivers, Cslifornia, to Semator Hiram Johnson, which relates to t he
former use of water with diversion just inside Sequoia Natiomal Park.

This matter was revicusly referred to us when you forwarded & memoran-
dum of August 1, 1944, from Superintendent White, to which we replisd on
August 17, 1844. At that time, we advised you that, under the smended Water
Power Aot of Mareh 3, 1921 (41 Stat. 1358), this Service did not have euther-
ity to grant permits for pips lines in the mational parks and naticmal monu-
monts as they were constituted when that aot was passed. Subsequently, our
Chief Counsel determined that, through en inommplete guoetation ef the aet
and the history relatinmg thereto, we were plasing an inmeerrect interpretation
upen it. i revised statement with regard to the asct was isewed as & Nemorsn-
dum of April 18, 19485, for the Regiwmal Directors (No. RD-138), the conelusien
being that a pemit of the type requested by Eiss Wylie could be issued in
the diseretion of the Direster.

Our records show that this Serviee doss met contemplate the use of the
water and that the portiem of the former water system within the park was
relatively small. It is alse noted that one argument offered by Niss Wylle
is that by diverting within the park she expeets to cbtainm water Trom the
source uncontamineted by wendering steek. It alse seems possible that her
altersate selution of pumping from the Keweah Biver is the mest expesusive
one which she oould attempt.

We are inclimed to believe that seme form of annual revecable permit -
might be gramted, if properly qualified to permit its cancellatien if it
proves to confliet with the paramount use of the land as a part of the park.
However, wé should like to know whether it is in faot mecessary for Niss
¥ylie to divert water frem within the park or whather she could obtain the
sane results with an underground esllectien at the yark boundary at less ex-
pense than is emtailed im the pump syste: from the Ksweah Hiwer, ¥e should
alse like to know whether the development within the rerk will invelve feme-
ing to exelude stock and wildlife and whether a suiteble diversion could be
made at the ;ark boundary without & pipe line on the parkland if the pertiem
of the stresxz above tiat point were so fenesd. iny rermit should alse in-
elude a condition that no structures of such ;ermanent type that they cannet
be removed on demand shall be installed withinm the perk boundary.

Please give this matter further consideration snd lot us have your recom-
BUY [mendations. Encloesed alse is e eopy of our reply to the late {.ut-'
= Johnson's seeretary which you should have to eomplete your records.

INDS 0 "
oriame ::Yni:h-mmn (8GD) HILLORY 4. 70T.80w
r. Dunn. ¥ Aoting Director.
inclosure 294.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
ADDRESS ONLY B
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ' & iugest 28, 1948,

Seeretary, ‘
0ftiee of tiw Honoredle Mirem ¥. Jobnson,
The Umited States Ssmats,

Bashizgton, Pe Co
Dear Sirs

Ee are returning the letter of June 26 frem Miss Hary E. Wylie to the
hummt.mnumgu-w;»mmuwupd
Sequela Nutional Park,

It is cur understendisg that ¥iss Wylis purchesed her lend when it was
served by & pips liie wnleh her predecessor had instelled witheut

g
develoymant he latsr built relatively rermsmemt strustures sithout further
permission {rem this Service. It is cnfortumate that Hiss Sylie
his izterssts ot the tlme that we were endenverin: to correet this evidence
of trospass.

¥hen Hiss Wylie requested jsrmission to maintsln the pipe lime & yeer
ago, we donied it on the assumption that she would restere the diversion et
mmu-hry-tubmmm'mnunmu,mmu
& oounsiderable peried of time. Up wore net sware of hor sttempts t+ pump
frou the Tawenh Riwver.

AvVD:sh. ‘
co: Mr. Domr;y ;tith copy of Very truly yeurs,
Regional Director, )Miss Wylie! 2 i

. 5.gion Four(2) ')letter of (BUD) HILLORY 4 LWuses

« Dunn

)dune 26. (dotaoaiih Ao Tod
Enclosure 293, ASNong Fanckirs
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Three Hivers, Calif.
June 26, 1945.

Hon. Hiram Johnson,
Senator from California,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

! This may be an imposition on my part but I am asking that you read
my letter and then perhaps you may be able to help me out of my dilemma.

My home is located next to the Sequoia National Park eight miles
beyond Three Rivers. When I bought the place I was told that the water
supply came from & spring in the ravine at the back. The man who sold
me the place was a former ranger. The spring in question is on the Park
property a short distance from my boundary line. And while this ranger
did not have permission to develop it the Superintendent of Parks knew
for years that he was using it.

I used the spring for a year after I bought and at the end of the
year Mr. White, the Superintendent of Parks, hgd my pipe-line from the
spring to my cetch basin disconnected and he wrote me a letter saying
that I was trespassing. Since then I have spent a considerable sum of
money trying to get water from Kawsah River which is about a half mile
distent and about 450 feet lower then my property.

It is a heart and purse breaking project largely on account of pri-
orities on pipe, electric wire, a nd pumps. I bought a used pump but
it has broken down. I have burned out three motors, It would be hard
enough to engineer this project if I were a man, but being an o0ld women
I em at the mercy of everyone.,

As far as this spring is concerned it is of no value to the Park.
4s I mentioned before it is just over the line from my place, and the
water from it drains down a creek in the ravine to Kaweah Ziver. I have
a good cateh basin there and it would be so much easier and cheaper to
bring water from the ravine than from the river. The ravine is open and
on account of stock running at large for sanitary reasons I would not
dare take water from there.

I have been told that to divert even this small amount of water
from the Park permission must be had from Congress. It seems ridicu-
lous for me to ask Congress to pass an Aot permitting me the use of
this spring that almost goes dry every September, but I see no other
way out. I haven't the money to engage the services of a lawyer. This
is my home and I like it here., With no water and if I am forced to
sell I wouldn't be able to realize even the improvements I have made
to say nothing of. theoriginel investment.




06-26-1945: letter to senator from private land owner regarding use of water inside government owned land, page 2cont
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I know that you are a very busy man but can you possibly do some-

thing about this for me? If so, I shall be everlastingly grateful to
you.

Sincerely yours,

& . (Sgd) Mary E. Wylie

(Miss) Mary E, Wylie,
Three Rivers,
Cllif.
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CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIB

NEMORANDUM fur the Regiomal Director, Region Four.

Reference is made to your memerendum of August 5, with enclosures, relat-
.ing to a pipe line whidh Miss Mary E. Wiley has installed in the Sycemore
area of Sequoia Natiomal Fark to serve her property just outside the boundary. '\

the aot of March 5, 1921 (41 Stat. 18563) provides

"fhat hereafter no permit, license, or suthorisation for dams, conduits,
reserveirs, power houses, transmission lines, or other works for storage or |
earrisge of water, or for the development, transmission, or utilisetion of 1
power within the limits as now oonstituted of any nationsl park or natiomal |
monument, shall be granted or made without speeifiec awtherity of Gemgress,.. " |

It is alse an accepted faot that no individual may obbtain a presoriptive | Jl\"f
|
f

il
|
|

e

right adverse to the United States.

.fw-

It is assumed that there is no doubt ae to the park boundary aleng Mis
'uq'tm-umtmmMuuuMnrhnnwwwm

From the foregoing, the Superintendent hed no sutheority to gramt Harry
Foster such acoess several years » and bhas no suthordty to grant such acsess
to Hiss Wiley now. BHoth installa constitube trespass and Miss At
the present owner, should be advised to remove all development and

d that this does not have authori hwmamﬁr
:‘mmhum‘ofsﬂunMMM“md
.

It is suggested that the matter be explained frankly to Miss Wiley. It
would alse be desirable to know the location of the diversion by section and
tomship in order to follow the matter with the State Engineer.

AvVD:ish GD) Hillory A. TolsoB

fa

. In duplicate. Acting Director,
A cs Mr. mn‘ Room 1145,

Maps and Miscellaneous Information
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00-00-1956: topographical map of giant forest

S6LA SINNIS—III 1522 SWY.
2961 NOWSINIM 031N
9561
S1/GYBTIM—OEIEN
"4ITVD ‘LSHYO04 LNVID

ge-w-Tl

g

NOILYOO? 319NVHQVND

0o

anoyaies ) 1 2O _r\XJG Sevxys | s aoyen

......... ip paroidununy
T ANpIEN
NOILYOIJISSYIO QvOy

Fwoolbe

Anpwnipa

v (YL) 0d0d =) e
v (1) 08 orqtprmpmey o § ; : ; : T
o 51 PV Aoeh oy R T T T S
)§v . S0 1
Ckiad Yo VM SNy TPm AR It faneaD z T o
00529:1 31v0S

Obc

© 5w, 000 45eT WSud o weny 7, onarg) 390

W SE viTvSIn

N

1S3N03Y NO JTEYIIVAY SI STOBWAS ONV SdVIW DIHJVHOOJOL ONIBINOISIQ H3QT04 ¥
2$202 "D °Q ‘NOLONIHSYM ¥O ‘52208 OQYH010D ‘HIANIA 'AJA¥NS T¥DID0T0ID 'S N A8 *
SOMYONYLS AOV¥NODY d¥W TYNOILYN HLIM SIIdWOD VMW SIHL

13A37 V3S NV3W SI WNLYD
1334 08 TYA¥3IINI ¥NOLNOD

Ve
& TN

oro30—wowai_e I 60 Su0ak xava Niw msvf  lf 362

B

05 st
s

Docket Information

103

Number of Documents in Docket

to 7/21/2017

Documents Dated from 6/15/1932

712512017

Docket Compiled:



	Document
	WATER-RIGHT DOCKET
	Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Park (see also: KICA)
	Docket No:1
	SYCAMORE CREEK WATER SYSTEM
	Preliminary Docket Information
	01-12-2015: Memo to file: Refer to Other Supporting Information for the Drought Assessment
	00-00-0000: water docket information

	Supporting Hydro Data
	03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki
	03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 2cont
	03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 3cont
	03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 4cont
	03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 5cont
	03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 6cont
	03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 7cont
	03-13-1935: information on the water systems in seki, page 8cont
	03-11-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding information on water supplies for the outposts
	03-11-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding information on water supplies for the outposts, pa
	03-07-1935: letter to superintendent from assistant chief engineer regarding compilation of water systems for the use of mr. taylor, 
	02-27-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding statistical data
	02-27-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding statistical data, page 2cont
	02-27-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding statistical data, page 3cont
	02-27-1935: letter to branch of engineering from acting superintendent regarding statistical data, page 4cont
	02-26-1935: letter to director from acting superintendent regarding report on water supply
	02-26-1935: letter to director from acting superintendent regarding report on water supply, page 2cont
	02-26-1935: letter to director from acting superintendent regarding report on water supply, page 3cont
	02-26-1935: letter to director from acting superintendent regarding report on water supply, page 4cont
	02-26-1935: letter to director from acting superintendent regarding report on water supply, page 5cont
	02-07-1935: letter to superintendent from acting director regarding funds for needed and important additional developments in the 
	02-07-1935: letter to superintendent from acting director regarding funds for needed and important additional developments in the 
	02-07-1935: letter to superintendent from acting director regarding funds for needed and important additional developments in the 
	02-25-1935: general information on the water systems in seki
	02-25-1935: general information on the water systems in seki, page 2cont
	02-25-1935: general information on the water systems in seki, page 3cont
	02-25-1935: general information on the water systems in seki, page 4cont
	06-00-1932: report on water rights by attorney
	06-00-1932: report on water rights by attorney, page 2cont
	06-00-1932: report on water rights by attorney, page 3cont
	06-00-1932: report on water rights by attorney, page 4cont
	06-00-1932: report on water rights by attorney, page 5cont
	06-00-1932: report on water rights by attorney, page 6cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 2cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 3cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 4cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 5cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 6cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 7cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 8cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 9cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 10cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 11cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 12cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 13cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 14cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 15cont
	06-00-1932: tabulation of data for study of water rights, page 16cont

	Other Supporting Information
	07-21-2017: Note to File: Other Supporting Information
	03-12-2015: Memorandum to Superintendent, Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks from Chief, Water Rights Branch-Water 
	12-00-2014: Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks, California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks, California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	12-00-2014: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks California Drought Assessment
	04-30-1979: information regarding water rights
	02-09-1956: memorandum to chief of design and construction from chief regarding drawing np-sk-3153
	02-09-1956: memorandum to chief of design and construction from chief regarding drawing np-sk-3153, page 2cont
	02-23-1955: memorandum to director from acting assistant solicitor regarding frary-wylie water dispute involving access to spring
	01-21-1955: memorandum to regional director from superintendent regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to spring t
	12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
	12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
	12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
	12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
	12-09-1954: letter to united states senate from assistant director regarding water rights to sycamore creek
	12-09-1954: letter to united states senate from assistant director regarding water rights to sycamore creek, page 2cont
	12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
	12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
	12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
	12-09-1954: memorandum to regional director from assistant director regarding water dispute--frary-wylie involving access to sprin
	11-24-1954: memorandum to director from regional director regarding water dispute, frary-wylie involving access to spring
	11-10-1954: memorandum to superintendent from acting director regarding use of spring tributary to sycamore creek
	11-10-1954: letter to senator from acting director regarding concerns about water system source of supply during 1944-45
	11-10-1954: letter to senator from acting director regarding concerns about water system source of supply during 1944-45, page 2c
	10-18-1954: letter to senator from private land owner regarding use of a spring located on government land
	10-18-1954: letter to senator from private land owner regarding use of a spring located on government land, page 2cont
	11-00-1954: resume of correspondence use of spring in seki
	11-00-1954: resume of correspondence use of spring in seki, page 2cont
	10-30-1945: memorandum to regional director from acting director regarding water problems at seki concerning a private land own
	10-12-1945: memorandum to regional director from superintendent regarding water desired by a private land owner on government
	08-28-1945: memorandum to regional director from acting director regarding use of water by private land owner with diversion just i
	08-28-1945: letter to senator from acting director regarding use of water by private land owner with diversion inside government pro
	06-26-1945: letter to senator from private land owner regarding use of water inside government owned land
	06-26-1945: letter to senator from private land owner regarding use of water inside government owned land, page 2cont
	08-17-1944: memorandum to regional director from acting director regarding use of water by a private land owner inside governme

	Maps and Miscellaneous Information
	08-17-1944: topographical map of sycamore spring
	00-00-1956: topographical map of giant forest
	Docket Information
	Number of Documents in Docket 103
	Documents Dated from6/15/1932to7/21/2017
	Docket Compiled:7/25/2017







