in reply refer to:
E3019

Bastern Office
Givisien of Design and Censtructien
Miladelphin 6, Fa,

Hovember 1, 1954

Hre George M, Gushing, Jr.
17 Stanhops Street
Boston 16, Massachuaetts

Doar Mr. Cushings

I'm sorry te have left you up in the eair about the Adems
lansion photographes It was subseguently found theat the Fark
Serviee iteelf has a large number of zood negatives mand on the
trip I hed less time to maneuver then I hed hoped for,

Thank you for all the trouble you heve gone te in this
natter.

‘1m" yours,

BIGNED)

Cherles £, Peterson
Supervising Architect
Historie Itructures

eos Dp, Butterfield
Supte, Adams WIS

CEPeterson/mek
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Daybook
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In reply refer to:

UNITED STATES 3015

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Bastern Office
Mvision of Design and Construction
Philadelphia®, Pa.

October 15, 195k

Memorandun
Tos silp:{mmcnt, Adams NHational Historic Site
Acting

From:  fhief, ROIC
Subjects Measuring of f‘dams House

» As you know, we have been hoping a long time to get a set
of measured drawings of the Adams House. If proper arrangements
can be made, we would like to have it dome Ly a student measuring
team next summer,

It is believed that a squad with three students similar to
those organiged for the Independence project during the last four
vears could handle the work satisfactorily if sn experienced leader
can be found. We would pay the sslaries and furnish the materials
from this office. There would be little or no travel involved on
the part of the squad,

If you are asgreeable to such a project - and we understand
that you have been considering it « it will be necessary to start the
work of organizing it at once, e have gone as far as inquiring of
Architect George C. Winterowd, employed at Independence last summer,
if he would be interested, Professor Winterowd is a member of the
faculty of the architectural school of Iowa “tate Collge. He is
historically-minded and did a good job here, but he lost considerable
money on the season because of the high rent he paid for a house for
his family (wife and three small sons).

It is our thought that if you could make the unused aparte
ment in the old Carriage llouse available for 2 small rent and furnish
it with minimum utilitarian pieces that we might persuade Professor
Winterowd to return,

would you please give us your views in this matter?

(SIGNED)

Harvey H., Cornell
Acting Chief
Copy tos Hsgional Director, on One
WAS0DC
CEPeterson:sp General - Hi%st, Arch - Daybook



UNITED STATES In l]‘gply refer tos
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR e
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Eastern Office i v

Division of Design and Construction e
Philadelphia 6, Pa, / < ) RS
/ < ﬁ) 1(\'
October 18, 195k \ e
e
p !0 \\
Memorandum
Tos Superintendent, Adams National Historic Site

Froms Acting Chief, EOQIC
Subjects Measuring of Adams House

As you know, we have been hoping a long time to get a set
of measured drawings of the Adams House., If proper arrangements can
be made, we would like to have it done by 2 student measuring team
next summer,

It is believed that a squad with three students similar to
those organized for the Independence project during the last four
years could handle the work satisfactorily if an experienced leader
can be found., We would pay the salaries and furnish the materials
from this office. There would be little or no travel involved on
the part of the squad,.

If you are agreeable %o such a project - and we understand
that you have been considering it = it will be necessary to start the
work of organizing it at once. We have gone as far as inquiring of
Architeet George C., Winterowd, employed at Independence last summer,
if he would be interested. Professor Winterowd is a member of the
faculty of the architectural school at Iowa State College. He is
historically-minded and did a good job here, but he lost considerable
money on the season because of the high rent he paid for a house for
his family (wife and three small sons).

It is our thought that if you could make the unused aparte
ment in the old carriage house available for a small rent and furnish
it with minimum utilitarian pieces that we might persuade Professor
Winterowd to return.

Would you please give us your views on this matter?

Harvey H, Cornell
Acting Chief

Copy tos y /sgionel Director, Region One



In reply refer to:
H3015

Eastern Office
Pivision of Design and Construction
Fhiladelphia 6, Pa.

September 16, 1954

Hemorandum

Tos Chief of Design and Constructionm

Froms: ascting Chief, Eastern Office, Division of Design & Construction
‘ubject: Petarson report on idaus Hansion

ittached is a copy of an illustrated report prepared by
Architect Peterson dated 3eptember 14 and relating principslly to
the old floor tr—i.u under the Faneled Room of the idaws Mansion.

Particular attention is called to the recommendation made
that the house be measured next summer by a student squad directed
by G8«9 irchitect Winterowd. The latter hus gone back to lowa but
is etill on the Independence payroll, and it is hoped that he can
complete the proposed set of drawings of the Philadelphia Exchange
at imes this fall, Other sheets are being completed here,

m(;}mm

Harvey H. Cornell
& seting Chief

jttachment

Copy te: Reglonal Director, Region One w/report
Supt., Adass BKS, w/report

CEPeterson:sp

General
/Hist. Arch.
Daybook



September 14, 1954

NOTES ON PHYSICAL CONDITIONS AT "THE OLD HOUSE®

Adems Tational Historic Site, Massachusetts

by Charles E. Poterson

June - July, 1954
During my first visit to the /dems House on June 17, 195¢ I no=-

ticed a peculisr "give" in the first floor of whet is called the
"Pannelled Room" in the oldest section (Vassell Fouse, built . 1730).
This wes brought to the attention of the Superintendent end the Chief,
Festern Office, Pivisien of Design end Construction. Subseguently e
handful of beetle=ridden wood was brought out of the under-floor aree.
This spece hed never been exomveted and consequemtly could net be
resdily inspected.

It was then recoumended that the old north rmminu e
broken through with en opening et lesst 2' x 3' and a orewlwy be dug
for pmum eccesse 1he Regionel Office mede funds aveileble and
the Superintendent then issued s purchese order for 280,00 to
Micheel Cevallo (67 leke Street, Weymouth) to "Cut en opening into
besement under peanel room 3' x 4' and excevate underneeth to e depth
of 4 ££."

By the time the writer returned (August 18) Yr. Cevello hed broken

through the wall end completed pert of the excevetion.

Yo



fugust 18-19

The hole in the besement wall turned out to be gquite a large one.
Because of the fact that the old foundation wells ere laid dry on the
inside face (in morter on the outer fece), the limits of the removal
were hard to conmtrol,

Mre Charles W, Houghton (Safety Fumigent Compeny, 158 State Street,
Boston) was celled in by the Superintendenmt and he diegnoged the dis-
integration of the joist end bean surfeces definitely ss the work of
the powder post beetles The house hed been fumigeted sose years sgo
by the seme sgency but it wes impossible to tell whether sny of these
insects were still ective. A genersl spreying with pentachleorophenol
of all exposed woodwork in the undere-floor sres was recammended by
¥ye Houghton. In preparetion for this Johnny Isconelli (¥PS landscepe
gerdener and handymen) screped all surfeces of infested members down
to sound woode It was found in the northeest corner thet an sres of
flooring more than §' x 7' in sise is not now supported by eny freming
gt all, The ends of the joists and their sesting hed been eaten awmy.

It's & good thing the flooring is two boards thick end thet visitors
were not ellowed in the Pennelled Hoom.

At my request the Superintendemt brought in e photogrepher with
@ handeheld cemere and flashlight equipment (Cherles F, MeGrath,
43 Fotolph Street, N, Guinoy)s FEis six shots were successful and ere
used to illustrete this report (negetives reteined st Philsdelphie).

The Superintendent brought in Cerpenter F. A, Bent (14 Humtley Roed,
Quinoy) end we decided that the best brecing would be to neil 2" x 6"



pieces alongside the old joists, toerailing them to the old besms, each
piece to be first treeted by brushing with "pente.” My, Bent installed
two shoring posts for temporary safety - ome under the main center besm
et the north end and one under the sree of unsupported flooring, There
seems to be no great urgenoy about the remeining stepse

The Superintendent had to leave (as previously plamned) the evening
of August 18 and I wes limited to two days et the sites Between other
activities I took s small series of exterior tripod shots for the Fhila=-
delphis files. Z2lsc photographed three early views fremed under glass,
the oldeat of which is the E, NMalowm wetercolor of 1798,

Lecommenda tiong
ls Thet the "penta™ spraying be done eg plenmed, This should be ex~

tended to the old woodshed where Mr, Iscomelli discovered beetle work
while I wes there,
2 Thet & neat doorway be installed where the north well wes broken
throughe The doorway freme should be of poured conorete carefully worked
into the torn mesomry so es not to disturb it further end to stebilize
it permenently, The Superintendent suggested e door with a sereened
cpening end I think that’s all right. I understand thet the conitractor
does not reed blueprints so no drewing i{s furnished end probably none
is needed anywmay,
3, Thet the mext time an erchitect is handy et the site steel lally
columns on conerete bases be installed es designated st the time.
4o It has often been pointed out thet measured drewings should be made
of the house, I agree that this should be done ne soon as a sompetent
leader oan be got to direct a studemt squed, G8<§ Architect Vinterowd
of fmos, Iowe (ot Independence this sumer) proved himself competent to
3



hendle such work and I believe we would lave e chence to get him next sumer
ot Adamse He is mot likely to return %o Philadelphie because he lost money
here due to high houseerent (five in his femily). I believe, however, that
we might get him for Quiney if we could utilize at a low remt the new tiwee-
bedroom apartment that has never been occupled in the Carrisge House,

B¢ There were ull kinds of loose antigue fragments ot the house - old window
penes, wrought iron hardware, etce I wrged Mr, lsconelli to put all of these
together in one plece for future referemce, Such things are normslly lost
over a period of years. A pgoed swmer architect could help the Superintendent
organise an interesting display releting to the fabric of the house, Neny
visitors at Early American pleces are es interested in that angle as any other.
8¢ That s history of the fabric of the house be prepared utilising all decu-
mentary sowrcese I was surprised to leern thet the dete of the first Vessell
construction is not a matter of sgreament, I suggested Miss Margeret Golding
of Brookline to compile the informmtion.

Charles E., Peterson
Supervising Architect
Historic Structures



#1 - EXTERIOR VIEW
NEW OPENING IN NORTH WALL
(MeGrath photo, Aug. 18)

This original foundation construetion - over 200
years old - is of granite field stone and glacial
boulders. It is approximately 18" wide at the top where
it supports the sill., The exterior face was laid in lime
mortar, the inside more or: less rough and dry and loose.

Inside may be seen undisturbed clay and topsoil, on

which lay soil and debris tossed up from the original ex-
cavation,



#2 - INTERIOR VIEW
NEW OPENING IN NORTH WALL
(McGrath photo, Aug. 18)

The masonry removal came perilously close to under-
mining support of the central crossbeam supporting the floor
“(upper right). Temporary shoring was subsequently installed
here. Beyond may be seen the basement of a very old kitchen,
possibly old as the rest of the house,



#3 - WEST CROSS WALL, looking West
(McGrath photo, Aug. 18)

Three crossbeams support the joists under the "Paneled
Room", They, in turn, are partly supported on dry laid
masonry walls on the original surface of the ground. The
west chimney and hearth lie immediately beyond the rule in
the photograph. Much of these cross walls was removed
during excavation without any injurious results apparent,




#4 -~ FLOOR CONSTRUCTION
(McGrath photo, Aug. 18)

The crossbeams in section are, east to west, 83" x 7%,
10" x 11" and 7" x 7". The studs are 4"-5" deep by 2-3/4" -
3" thick, spaced 23" - 25" apart. The flooring is double,
totaling 1-3/4" in thickness. It is compésesd of randém width
pine boards, some as much as 22" wide.

The dangling fragments are the result of beetle work.,



#5 - FAILURE OF JOIST. UNDER STAIRWAY
(MeGrath photo, Aug. 18)

The weight of the old stairway caused this floor joist
to fail. That this happened long ago is shown by the cob-
webs and other dirt in the crack. The KPS three«fold give-
away leaflet states, "The firm old staircase testifies to the
soundness of the construction;" it is suggested that it be
revised. Because the floor obviously doesz not offer mush
support, it is problematical just what does hold up the stair-
way.



#6 - DECORATION OF OLD BEAM
(McGrath photo, Aug. 18)

Concealed in darkness for over two centuries is the heavy
hewn center crossbeam 9" deep and 12" thick. Morticing at
one point shows that it was reused from an earlier structure.
The quarter-round decoration terminating in what is called a
"lamb's-tongue" is typical of finer 17th century New England
houses., On the same trip a similar decoration on a beam
similarly reused was noticed in the underpinning of the
Jonathan Cogswell House in Essex. The upright brace with the
shim is an old one.

A short section of another old beam 10"x1l" - with two
corner beads - used for a chopping block and then left under
the house during construction-was fbund. It was recommended
as a museum exhibit.



-~ In reply refer to:
‘= H3015

. Eastern Office
Division of Design and Constructiom

Philadelphia 6, Pa.
September 16, 1954

Mr. C. F. McGrath
43 Botolph Street
(uiney 71, Mass.

Dear Mr. McGrath:

Your six shots underneath the Adams house you sent
were fine. The negatives were received here and have been used
to illustrate a little report out today.

Best wishes,

(SIGNED)

Charles L. Peterson
Supervising Architect,
Historic 3tructures

Copy to: Supt., Adams NHS

CEPeterson:sp
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isto Archo
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In reply refer to:
H3015

Eastern Office
Division of Design and Construction
Philadelphis 6, Fa.

September 8, 1954

Dr. Carleton Coon
University of Pa. Museum
Philadelphia 4, Fa.

Dear Dr. Coon:

For Superintendent Harris of the Adams National Historic
Site, Juincy, Mass., I am sending you & small box of bones found in
excavating under the oldest part of the structure. This is believed
to have been erected by Major Leonard Vassall in 1731, and has never
had a basemert under it. The bones were in pld excavated material
lying on top of the original topsoil in such a way that they must
have been deposited there during the original ccnstruetion. Perhaps
they were the uneaten part of a workman's lunch. They could hardly
have been dragged in by rodents at & later time.

We thought they might be of some interest, and in any case
would appreciate finding out ghat they are.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

BIGNED)

Charles ¥. Peterson
Supervising Architect
Historic Structures

Copy ®: Supt., Adams NES

CEPetersomggp

&
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Daybook
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In reply refer toi
HS018

Tagtern Uffioe
Division of Design sud Construction
Priladelphie 6, M,

September 7, 1654

ligmorandum
Tes Superintendent, Adams Fetional Hlsteric Site
From: Chief
Subject: Floor Freming, Adems Nansion

it is recommended thet you proveed with the of
the beams, joists end Tloering umder the feunelled Hoom on=
posed, os disoussed with MNr, of the Safety Fumigsnt Compenye

This is to head off any of the powder post beetle activity that may
have survived the fumigetions

The * sherdng put in last menth will probably
brece the weskened satisfactorily untdl are to
in something were permenemt. Architeet Feterson's report will be
forwarded s soon ns possible.

BIGNED)
idwerd S5 Zimmer
Chief

cor Hegiomaml Uirecter, Region Une
: Chief of Uesign and Construetion
CEPeterson/mek

General
Pro ject
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::{bh:o (Histe ) l/



In reply refer Sor
i3019

Lastern OfTice
Pivision of lesipn mnd Son-trugtion
Failsdelphin 6, /.

AUG 16 1954

¥euorandus

Tot hegional Director, “egion Ume

Frams Aeting Uhlef

fubjeets Fhotos of Adama Sational Historie fite

We sre in need of & good reference file of photographs
of the Adama Mangion as you will note from various esrbon cepies
sent you regently. Ioday we ware advised by JSupt, Kelly that the
Fewe photographic negatives were rent to Hichmond at your request,
The Buperintemdent has only three 7" x 9" Howe priasts and 4id net
mow where the nsgatives ware.

“lense advise us how many negetives you have aud what
sise, Yo would like to eveld duplicetion se far ms possible.
(SIGNF™
fmrvey i, Carnmell
Agting Chief

Copy %ot CLhief Arehitest
Supte, Natiomal Capital Pariks

CEPe%ersonsejt
General

Hilt L] Arﬁho I——————
Daybook



In reply refor tos
3018

Fegtern Offloe
Divisgion of Design end Conatruction
Priledelphis 6, Fae

AUG 16 1954

Dger Ure Cnmhing:

hmericen Higtory and Culture st ¥1lismsburg hes advised us

(SIGNED)

Crarlos t. Petersen
Supervising Arehiteet
ilstorie Structures

Copy tos Ure Butterfield
foglonel Uirector, Fegion Omeo
Chief frohitest
M'A”m

CEPeterson/mek

Generel
Daybook ,
Arch, (Hists) }/



INSTITUTE OF EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE

BOX 1298 - WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA

11 August 1954

Mr. Charles E. Peterson

National Park Service Eastern Cffice
Division of Design and Construction
421 Walnut Street

Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Peterson:

Our photographs of the Adams lMansion in Quincy
consist of exterior views of all the buildings, several
views of the grounds, interior photographs of all the
rooms on the first two floors and the bedrooms on the third,
and many individual pieces of furniture and furnishings.
A1l these photographs were made for us by Mr. George Cushing,
who has the negatives., Since there are so many of them, I
believe it would be more practical for someone from your office
to examine Mr, Cushing's file and select those which you want
for your own reference, rather than to have them all copied.
Our book is about the members of the family who lived in the
01d House, as well as the house itself, and I feel sure that
many of the photographs would be of no interest to you.
Mr. Cushing's studio is at 17 Stanhope Street, Boston 16.

We have no objection to your securing reference
prints before our book comes out, and if you wish, I shall
be glad to write VMr. Cushing to that effect.

Sincerely yours,

Jane Carson
Assistant to the Director



in reply refer to

H3016
Hestern Vefice
Division of Tesign snd Conetruction
421 VWelnut St,
Philedelphie €, Penne,
AUG 3 1954
MYMOTA ¥DUM
Tot fuperintenient, fdems Hension
Froms Supervieing frohlteet, Historie Structures

fubjeets Opening of Toundetion Well under Peneclled leom

I am plenning to srrive et Quiney »fter dinner the
evening of fugust 17, I should be gled to mocept your kind
invitetion (pessed on te me by Yr, Zimmer) to spemd ome night
ot your house. From there ! plen te drive on to Selem end
other pointes The length of time 4 stey st Guiney will.
depend on how ‘hings go underanesth the eld ¥snsion. I cen't
foresee sny ressons why you should not depsrt on snnuel lesve
es you hed pleanned, |

With best wishes, I em
(SIGNED)

Charles ¥, Petersen

ect Chief, Design & Construction Uivision
CEP Q

General =~ "

Hist. Arhh,

Deybook
Project



in resly refer %o
£3018

Eactarn UfTice
Mivision ¢f Deslgn aad Constrection
&l valnut Street
failsdelphia &, Penna,

JUL 28 7394
Er. Lymsn B, Susterfield
Mrecter
institete of Warly Awmerican Bletory & Culture
Fox 1l2%8

¥illiemgburg, Ve,
vesy Dr, Petlbterfields

Aecently I wae at tae Adams Mession in Suiasy. Asony the
tidnge 1 inguired about were .beotograjuie yrints of srchitectural
sbots for refersnce use bere; the “ark lDervice dcse m0t mess L9
have sagh,

Guperictendent Asrciw told we taust you nave had a large
mambor of shote wade receutly for a Yook you ere writing, | have
botn wonueriag wuder whad ¢lroumstances, if say, we eould et &
set (or sart of & set) of prints, with or without restricticas as
¢ ues,

e have no urge teword mblication) we aerely need some
clear glowsy priats, say 5" = 7® or & x 10" to bave mounted ia
our files for comsulialien,

Toankiag yeu for your gonsideration, | am

Mlaserel)y mn,
(SIGNED)

eharies L. Jeterson
Supervieing Arehdtect
Ehuria’ struetupens

ee: Director, Region I

Cufel, Design & Coastruction ¥/
Supt., Adaxs Mansion HAS
O
General )
Daybook

Hist, Arch, s S

CEP Q \-




In reply refer to
H3015

Eastern Office
Division of Design and Construction
Philadel hia 6, Penna.

L 27 .4

-

MEMOEANDUM
To: Superintendent, Mational Capital Parks
Frow: Chief,EBastern Office, Livn. of Design and Construction

Subject: Photos of Adams National Historic Site

We are on the trail of some photographic negatives made
of the Adams Mansion and related buildings in 1946 or 19L7, We
have the impression that they were made by Photographer Abbie
Rowe, If that is true, would you advise us how many negatives
were made, where they are now kept and whether or not we could
order glossy contact prints or enlargements of them.,

Thank you for your attention.

(SIGNED)

Eéward S. Zimmer
Chief

cec: Supt., Adams Natl, Historic Site -
Chief, Design and Construction Divm,

General

Laybook

Higt, Arch..__”_w‘u-i ; ; : ™
Project ~ _mhh**wm\

CEFeterson g



in reply refer %o
43615

RBastera LSIf1ce
PMvislon of Uselgn saé Genstraction
Poiledsl piils 6, Ponnn,

NG AR DUN y . J/M 7

Te1 Superintendent, Asdace vangion
iront Codof, lmatera Vifice, Deslgn & Consurusties liva.

sabJect: Fetersen Yield %o Adass pasion

Baferssce 19 asde %0 ar, Llele'y mens of Jely #¢ to yeu.

Arebitest Jelerach bas baes lsaning v attend the smuual
fiale trip of the Ssolety of Arehitectursi Zistorisas at Sales,
Aase, o Saturday asd Sundey, iuguet Fl-d2, aad wo Lhought that
he wigst be abdle 9 selp wilh Lhe ereviway probles at Aduas
Fanslon on the sswé S¥ip,

in erder to aliow you Lo contisve with yowr Leuve slaae,
it 1e sugoented thel you bave pour wechanie begln verk o speaing
wp the foundetiomns sbout August L7 amd we shall schadule wy,
Feteresh %0 arrive suxly the Lith, He counld siay arvusd through
uom.} suguat £3, L needed (Ctaiag sose sumual lesve if he's aot
uesded).

ve should apreciste wnowing 31 tids Ls satfisfactory to
Fou, Our teleghons i BArket-]-1522 1 you wigh to phone,

idward 4, “famer
Undef, tooteras Cffice
Givislon of lwealgn & vonsiruction

¢8f Reglomal Idrector, leg. Vae
Chief arcalteet
"P‘oo Galem “aritice Zatl. Historie Jite

General

Daybook
Hist, Arch,

Oy

CEPeterson;Q



in reply refer to
23015

iasters UiTige
Myicden of lewisv saéd Gonsiructien
- PBAlodelshia 8, Poman,

& :
KM OB AN L 23 1954

Tet mwuat?eut. Adese ©ansion

From: ot ef, ﬂtm 'fﬂeo. Desdgn € Constzustion Diwva,

tabjeet: TFeterson ¥isid ‘o Adams Eansion

teferenge m; o Ky, Licle's mewe of July 42 te you,

Arehd seot : nae baen zlenning to abtend the smswal
field tri; of Rhe Wutely of srchitestursl auuuau at Sxles,
hass, #n Dsturday y August 21-22, and wa thought that

he wighi Ye abie
#ansics en Lus

seby with Lue erswiway urobles aé idane

in ut_-& e you to sontisue with your lsave slane,
it 1s s e ted tup m have your asschsunie begin work oz goeming
up the foundstionme abont lLugnet 17 and we shall sstedule vy,
FELOTeOR B8 AITIVe |gal e 184k, He sould slay around Wrough

nonday, suguat &3, ed (Saniag sene sunusl lesve 1f he's vot

neaded),

Ve ehowid appresiste kmowing 17 this iw satisfnotory te
you, Uur telephons 1o BAgcet-]-1522 if you wieh to ohonme,

(BIGNF~

Shward L. lamer
Ubief, Becterz Cffice
Wivisdon of Lesign & Jonetruetiom

cot Regional M ¥, leg. Yas il\
Chief Avondt y E
Supt,, Sales pritize Hatl, Hletorie Site N
General &’
Daybook /

Hist, Arch,_ "

CEPeterson;Q ) } \




& | reply refer to
H 5015

Bastern Office
Uivision of Design and Construction
Fhiladelphia O, Penna,

JUL 16 1954
HEMORANDU4
To: Superintendent, Adane Lational Historic Site
From: Acting Chief, Hestern Office, Design & Conetrncticn

Subject: Photos of Adsus Munsion

In our new office we are without any photographs of the Adams
lansion and related buuéingl. even though we realize that thers

must be some good negatives arcund,

Weuld you please sdvise if you have any negatives which we

gould borrow to have _orints e for our architectural filel

\ (SIGNF™

\ Robert P, White

Copy to: Director, Reg. 1
Chief, D&C

General
Bist, Arch, —— " _

Daybook

Charles E. Peterson/§



In reply refer tos
H 30186

Fastern Office
Uivision of Deaign snd Censtruction
Philsdelphin G, Fas

JuL 8 1954

Yemor sndun
Tor Hegional irector, lagion One
Froms Chief, Rectern 0ffice, Division of Design end Constructiom
Subjesty Adems. lension, Floor Suppert in "Fmmeled Roow"
Hofersnce is usde to the leobing th of Operstion's memorendum

%o the Superintendent, idems Jebional Historie Site, dsted June 29, end
to previous corresposdence goncerning the subject.

e believe thst proposed opening up for the Tirst time of
the substructure of the oldest pert of the Mension is of greet importence
end thet & contreet should not be let for work the very nsture snd extent
umuemuwmmummxnsmuumumu

Arohitect Mrm qf this |offices ¥hile we m thet this is » meinte-

nence problem sad the cognissnce of the Reglomsl Offioce, we must
aleo sgree thst it lem eoncerning one of our most importent
hivtoris strustures! md seta it spert from routine provedures for

Baceuse 1 urﬁthmhautmarpelWhhc”
Mb worked out wilh respect to the reeent reorgmuizstion, s copy of

of June 2¥ sre being ‘orwerded herewith to the
f of Design md Construction,

(SIGNED)

Edwerd o Zimmer
Chief, Zestern Office
Division of Design and Construction

Copy tos Director {w/attschment
Chief, gn snd Construction - w/sttschment
Superintefent, Adems KNS

General ~ Deybook

Hist. Project CEPeterson:ejt




\ UNITED STATES
) | DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Eastera Office
Division of Design and Construction
Philadelphia 6, Pa,
m“,m
Hemorandum
Tos Rezlonal Director, Regloan One

to you ¢

in the Paneled Noom of the old house, The sample of disintegrated
fraazing received here seems to indicats rot, and pmbadbly ls due in
part t5 the lack of ventilation in that spage, It iz a kind of
trouble ia waden structures that seems to be increasinz everyvwhere

We concur in the recommendation that a crawlway be in-
stalled to axke inspection easy at all timea and to increase ventilae
tion. It would not be seen by the publie, 2 cut at least 2' x 3

difficult to estimate the cost »f the door, crawle
( exigting conditions are still
t ir cuggested that the amount of $1,000 be reserved

(SIGNED)

Chief, Rastorn Office
Division of Design & Construction

¥
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June 23, 1954 ‘a,x

Chief, Esstern Office, Deaign % Construction

Trom: Resident Architeet, Independence H{"P

To:

Moor Framing, Adams Mansion
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Regional Director, I
Mrs, Harris

ee: Chiel Arehitect

CEP: jah



Design and Construction Division

Eastern Offioce
421 valnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa.
June 9, 195k
Hemo ~andum
Tot Mrs. Wilhelmina %. Harris, Swperintendent
Adams Mansion

Frons Chief, Fastern Office, lesign & Construetion
Subjeets Peterson Visil to Adams House, ete,

Architect Charles E, Peterson of thie
will be in Boston for the American Instiiute of
tects convention there next wesk. He has
the Adams louse and we sre asking him to get in
with you by telephone. We would like te have him
a day going over the architectural problems there.

:
it

:

Chief, Tastern Uffice
Design & Construction

ec: Chief of Design & Construction
Regional Director, I
Superintendent, Independence

A

CEP: jah
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FURNAGE i S R B, i e NOTES— '}
e VL o i - : b, THE YORKSHIRE ROSE GROWING ON THE TRELLIS WAS BROUGHT TO
- : : THIS COUNTRY BY ABIGAIL ADAMS IN 1788 AND SHE PLANTED IT UNDER
A e \ ‘ THE WINDOWS ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE MANSION. BROOKS ADAMS
5500 o : o Sar 3 MOVED IT TO ITS PRESENT LOCATION J | LEGEND
\Qp e Tl e e cns e T SR L i ol e - e THE GARDEN WAS ORIGINALLY LAID OUT IN 173l BY THE VASSALLS. ' o ’ . e
£ O N J FYRNA G s e, A ITS ARRANGEMENT — THREE LONG,WIDE PATHS, PARALLEL TO EACH : EXISTING
N EQUNDARY < ; - 2% e e OTHER IS TYPICAL AND SIMILAR TO MANY OTHER GARDENS LAID
LB ~——L8RY LIVE aLofe Toe )\@ B Vap s = g OUT AT THAT TIME. ; NPS BOUNDARY LINE e
~4 — —_— \\' s = S T E o - : . \\\ & . o ; i
\\ o W\,ﬁ‘ e s : : 4 ~d| THE GARDEN WAS GIVEN ITS PRESENT FORM BY MRS. GHARLES BUILDING EASEMENT LINE --
~ b Lt e, ¢ : »- e = S FRANGIS ADAMS, ABOUT 1870. THE ONLY CHANGE IN THE LAYOUT TREES .
\ g - WAS GAUSED BY THE ERECTION OF THE LIBRARY(BUILT 1870)
/ b i L IN THE GARDEN, THUS UBILITERATING HALF OF THE NORTH PATH. BUILDING l
i o ¥l s
. 1787- JOHN ADAMS ,K'éi'ﬁym M _LONDON AS MINISTER TO THE COURT OF _ WALKS '
ST. JAMES, BOUGHT HOYSE _AND SEVEN PARCELS OF LAND AMOUNTING FIRE PLUG ©
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= 556 = X x}q‘e D CONTOURS — — 25— —
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KEY TO EARLY STRUCTURES
A— FARM HOUSE— RAZED 1869 |
B— WOOD SHED — MOVED TO ITS PRESENT LOCATION NEAR STABLE ON
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C— SHED— RAZED 1873 . }
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i - e ZED/184 8. REPLACED B
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