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i. 
I. FONEWORD 

ft has been feasible to issue separate reports on d.ifferent 

sectlons of the Ad.ams Mansion because the several add.itions which 

vrere made to the original 173I house are strueturally d.istinet. 

fnis }eport eovers one portion of the house; that part most 

north-westerly ad.d.ed. by Charles Francis Ada,ns in 1869 and. comonly 

knorrn tod.ay 	as the "servants' wingrf or the tttaundry wingtt orr to­

gether with the kitchen sectionr &s the "service Wingt'. These titles 
have been mad.e up for interpretative purposes and have been used for 
eonvenj.ence slnce the house was opened. to the publ-ic. Charles Francis 

Ada.ms referred. to this part of the house as "the ad.dltion".I In the 

following generation Brooks Adams referued to it as "the ell that his 

father buj.}t. "2 For purposes of this report that part of the Ad.ams 

n	 

*Letter from cFA to his son Henry, Ogincy, June I, t'. 1869, ..rhe 
servants are all removed. to the back part, in the new rooms, so that 
r bope we shaIl have no complaint for want of space again. ,' cFA 
!ig[, O;uiney, June 2, t869, tt...The worlsnen are still engaged, in the
work of the add.ition. I' Not all of the servants were housed in the 
new ad.d.ition as there were not enough rooms. The laund.ress and. the 
chanrber maid had rooms on the third. floor of the liltchen section in 
Broohs Adams' time (and probabty in his father's time arso). 

-Recollections 2
of Superintend.ent Harris. Brooks Ad.ams wou1d referto "the el1 that my father builtt', and. when speaking of the East

Wing, "the 	ad.d.ition that Abigail had. built.t' 

n
 



n


rl . 

Mansion to be d.iscussed. shall be ca}led, the ttIB69 Add.ition". Tfie 

d.ate is important so as not to confuse this addition with others 

made to the 1731 house, the East wing for exanrple. 

The work of structural rehabilitation and. the work necessary 

to preserve ano. put into good eondition the exterior and interior 
fabric of the house and. the utiLities wil1 be covered. in this re­

port. There wlll be no major restoration work;to preserve the 

structure and. the fabric from d.eterioration is the nain obJeetj.ve. 

Walton D. Stowell 
Architect 
June L965 

http:obJeetj.ve


1. 

IT. A_j{ISTOBL 4N:D-GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF TTIE STRUCTII8E 

Following his fatherrs death in IB4B, Charles Francis 

Ad.anns, rather reluctantlyr calne fron his house on the hill (now Z9 

Presid.ent's Lane) in Uay 1849 to take up resld.ence in the Old. House 

(see Jllustration No. 1).3 He r+as aware of his responsibility to 

rejuvenate the Mansion (synbol of the Adarases' illustrious history) 

and at the same time to make it comfortable for hls fanily. Exten­

slve repairs and improvements were wrdertaken by Charles Franeis 

Ad.arns before his appointment as a.mbassador to Great Britaln in t86t.4 

Upon their return to the United. States ln 1868, the Old House appeared 

inadequate to their need.s, and the Ad.amses began thinking about more 

ehanges to be mad.e on the O;r:incy property. Plans were soon forth­

coming for the construction of an add.ition to house the servants, 

the construction of a separate library, and the general improvement 

of the ground.s. First mention of changes is found in a letter from 

n 

?"Charl-es Francis Adams and Broolcs Ad.ams both had. houses in Boston. 
The Ad.amses usually came to e;riney in late May and stayed. until
early November (after the voting day) 

4 
See A B-esealgh,RePort.,o* the Structur.?I History of the Old House,

prepared by Histoiian 
3O, L963. The redeeorating of the interior and the rebuilding of
the front porch are some of the changes made by CFA lvhieh are 
d.iscussed in this report. 

n
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2. 
charles Franej-s Ad.a.ns to his son Henry, November 1868, r'. ..Then as 

the spring opens I have before me the eheering prospect of a more 

or less extensive reconstruction of this house. . . " In another 

letter to Henry, March f869, he said., "...My irnmed.iate business is 
llo.t"r to 'nature the alterations and extensions I contemplate in the 

old. mansion...we shall not get wholly in ord.er d.uring the season, 

especially if I d.ecid.e to build ny room for the Ilbrary, whieh con­

stitutes a feature of the plan. I trust we shall be in other re­

speets much better off than ever before. "5 Charles Franeis Ad.a.rns 

rnad e little effort to d.escribe the rooms of the add.ition or their 

functions despite the fact that sueh inportant features as the 

bathroom and the laundry were involved.. Perhaps because of his 

anxiety over the eonstruction of the library he refrained from re­

cording the details of what he may have considered the more menial 

aspects of the plan.6 

By F'ebruary an arehitect had. been chosen, Mr. Edward C. 

Cabot of Boston, and the OId House was being measured. and stud.ies 

mad.e in preparation for the alteratj.ons in the kitchen sectj-on.7 

-Mrs. Anna Boyer, Historian of the Site, who is familiar with CFA's
wrltings (especially fris Dialy) r inform this writer that CFA was 
ahvays frustratingly ind.efinite whenever referring to alterations or
repairs to the house. 

TCFR lipll, Boston, February 13 , t}6g, ". . .Mr. E. c. Cabot called 

5l,"ttur" from CFA to his son Henry. Olrincy, Novenber 11, 1868;
Boston, March 3, t859. 
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3. 

Unfortunately none of these sketches or d.rawings have been found.. 

Apparently most, if not all, of the partitions on each of the three 

floors were removed . The nelir aruangement of rooms in the kitchen 

section was d.ictated by the construction of the new stair ha1l in 
the acrdltion, servieing all three floors , and the convenient cir­
culation between thls new ad.dition and the more southerly portions 

of the house. 

On April 6, the cellar hole had. been dug and the old. wash 

house and its chirnney pulled down (see fllustration No. 1). When 

going over the work w:lth the earpenterr8 Charles Francis Adanns d.is­

covered. that the arehitect had mad.e raistakes in the d.imensioning of 

his plans.g fhis incident along with d.elays in the work and in­
adequate supervision of the rnechanics mad.e him quite skeptical of 

architects . In the rnid.dle of April the stone cellar for the ad.d.ltion 

r{as comp}eted and. he remarked that he thought that the thickness of 

upon me to show me the d.imensions he had taken bT e old house, 
.. .having got ny ideas said. that he would. proceed. to prepare a plan
to submit to me in a few t'd.ays . . . 


I-Probably the Mr. Mrgphy referred to in this Diary entry. 
tt...savtr,..The CFA Di?ryr
Boston, Mareh LT, rBTo, carpentffi. Murphy and. 
d.irected hixx to the completion of the repalrs at eir:nicy. t' . . 

-
\,
'cFA Diary, Boston, April 6, t96g, "...the celrar had. been dug and
the old washhouse and chj-mney pulled d.own, and the internal divisions
in the rvestern end. of the house all removed.. . .I vent over the place
with the carpenter, in the course of whieh we discovered that Mr. 
Cabot had mistaken his d.imensions on his plan quite materj-a}}y. . . " 
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the foundation walls was "absurd.rr.lO By the end. of the month the 

frame of the ad.d.ition was in process of erection, the relocated 

partitions in the kitchen seetion weTe being plastered, and the 

sitlng of t;he library in the garden was d.ecided opon.rl 

Tire end. of May found. Charles !'rancis Ad.ams and. his d.aughter, 

Mary, buying furniture in Boston for the newly finished. rooms at 

Op'5-ney. *-
-t) 

It seemed that confusion attend.ing the disord.ered state 

of the nelr and altered edifice lras consid.erable when the Ad.anses cane 

for the sunnner. Thls was mininoized. by shutting off the workmen from 

the old. part of the house, By June l0th the work was afmost cornpleted. 

on the ad.d.itiorr.13 When the accowrts of the building were received. in 

locrn Di.aly, Boston, April 20, l$/og, " ., .'and found. the stone eellar 
d.raruing to its end. Its massiveness is absurd . . tt

. 

'l **cFA 'l

Diary, Boston, April 25, LB6g, "...Mr. cabot arso carred to 
see me, and we talked over changes mad.e neeessary by the alterations
of the site of the library . . .The frarne is in process of erection and 
the plastering of the rootns is proceed.ing rapidly. . .t' 

*-cFA 12
D_iary, Boston, May 22, 1869, tt. ..r went out with Mary to make 

purehases of furniture for the newly made rooms at O;uiney.. . " Mary 
was CFArs youngest daughter. She married. Dr. Henry Quiney, a cousin,
and they lived in Dedham, I'{assachusetts . 

*"CFA t? Diary, Ogincy, May 27, 1869, ".. .Of course the eonfusion attendlng
the d.isordered state of the ner,r edifice is considerable, but it is 
not so troublesome as I had feared. The worlcnen are novr shut out from 
the old. part of the house and the only derangement is from the 
noise. . . "; Q.r:incy, June lo, 186g , " .. .TLle build.ing is noru armost 
finished. t' . . 

http:ad.d.itiorr.13
http:absurd.rr.lO


,. 
July, they were twice the a,mount that had. been anticlpated.l4 Build.ing 

projects lrere then laid. asid.e until the first of October vrhen the old 

farm house (tn outbuildlng utilized as offiee, library, and. housing 

annex) was level1ed to the ground and the found.ations of the neT{ stone 
]iIibrary buii i; . 

It is fortunate that those concerned with the d.esign of the 

fB69 add.ition chose to eontinue the eigtrteenth century garrbrel roof 

forrn, thereby giving the completed. house a visual unity (see Illustration 

*'cFA 'l tL DiaIy, Qulncy, July 11, r859e ".. .I have also today recej.ved
the aeeounts for the building...They are much heavier than I expected.,
ind.eed they are dorrble the estimate. So it is fortunate that I have 
not gone on with the tibrary... " Although CFA didn't like the post­
vrar building costs, he rras probably relatively rvell off finaneially
because he had married Ablgail Brooks, the d.aughter of a Massachusetts
millionalre. 

*'cFA 16
Diary, O1riney, october l, 186g, "...The old. farm house was at

last levelled with the ground.. . . t'; Qulney, Oetober 13, f869, ". , .To­
tnoffotr is fixed, for the corlmencernent of the foundation waIl of the
ribrary...t' The Llbrary was completed. in september, r8?o. rt is
interesting to note the d.eparture from the "Coloni.altt style of the 
Old. House to the "Mediaevalt' in the architecture of the Library.

The following is ln reference to the d.esign of the Ad.ams Aca.derny,
 
Quincy, vrhieh was one of CFA's projects, contemporary with, and. in
 
!h" sanre style as his Library. cFA Diary, Boston, May 21 , t869,

t' . ' .Architects tr{are and Van Brunt. . .ffid.ifice itserf is little to
 
ny taste. There is a fashion in architecture now for the Med.laevial

tftich appears to me an anachronism. This ner{ country d.emend.s light­
ness and elegance of form, not ponderous dark and gloomy angularizatlon.

But it is useless to struggle with fashion. . . " 

http:anticlpated.l4
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*" 1(, 

Iio. 2) . The nelr addition is almost square in plan and consists of 
three stories and. a baseinent . ft is approximately 24 feet vrid.e and 

extends 23 feet north of the kitehen seetion, but is separately 

fra.ned frorn it. (See clrar.rings, Illustration Nos. Zj t 25, ZT and. 28) . 

A eidrnir€]rr wirich incorporates a fireplace in the laundry on the first 
floor and. one in each of the tvro rooms on the second. floorr pro­

trudes at the north end of the roof . tlhat appears to be a briek 

firewall visually separates the f$6g addition frorn the hitchen 

section. The waIl extend.s above the roof Line and. is capped. r,rith 

slabs of granite which are laid parallel 'with the slopes of the 

garrbrel roof . This wal} is brick only above the third. floor level 

ancl is actually the north wall of the leitchen section. The rest of 
the trall d.orvn to the found"ations is of stone. The stone wall is of 
early d.ate but the briek r.rall vras apparently constructed in f$6y 

and' probably replaced. a stud. lvall. None of the r,rood" strueture fra,mes 

into this masonry and the only apparent tie to the kitehen section 

is the exterior warr sheathing. Al_r of the south rvalls 

*"Th" tt1

3d*us_ Wiop, A Reconnaissanee Report, by ArehitecturalHim. peterson, July, tt5;.- .ib;;rir Adarns was 
concerned. with architectural details when she had the East built Wing

in f8oo. Several cleeisions r{ere rnad.e in favor of eonformingto the style of the 1731 house. See also Historic Structureq Report,
Part II (Portion), A{chitectural Data Sect 
trtrinff. by Arehitecf G ers 
on the East Wing rthich were mad.e to rnatch those found. on the 173l house 
The center 

.

dormer of the 1731 house had. a round.ed ped.irnent and was 
changed to mateh the others on the south sid.e of the house. 

http:round.ed
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of the add.ition are plastered on the wood frame except the third floor 
which is plastered. (raittr sawn lath and. 1" furring strips ) against the 

brieli. The north masonry wal] of the kitchen section vras probably 

originally fumed. out and clapboard.ed. (ru are the northern half of 

the ea.st er.iid west walls of the kitehen seetion), this construction 

being striped to make way for the abutting structure of f86g. The 

stonervork and the ad.dition's frane can be seen on inspection behind 

the panering in the second. floor bathroom closet (niehe) . 

After Charles Francis Adams died. in 1886, his wife con­

tinued. to spend. her sumrrers in Quincy until her death in t889.U 

Henry Ad.ams took charge of the OId House d.uring most of the time 

between 1886 and 1891. 

Brooks Adarns lras married in 1BB9 and tooh a.n extended honey­

moon to the Far East. He returned. to the Mansion in the spring of J-B9f 

and toolt over the management of the property at that ti*u .18 He 

dedicated. much of his life to preservi.ng the house, r.rith the ldea 

of' making it a museum, and began organizing the house and furnishings 

for thls purpose about 1906.19 Through his efforts the lvlansion was 

-'The 17
Adarns Mansion, A Reconnaissance Report, by Architectural
 

Historian Charles E. Peterson, July, 196$. After CFAts d.eath the
 
heirs conveyed. their inheritance to the "Adams Real Estate Trustf'
 
lrhieh eontinued until the formation of the Ad.ams Mernorial Society in L927 .
 

*"Recollections rR
of Superintend.ent Harris . 

19S"" A Research. .Report gn the Structural History of the Old. House, 
prepar r 1963. 

-


http:preservi.ng
http:clapboard.ed
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put in very good" ord.er before he d.ied in L927 . 

When the Adams Memorial Soeiety took over the house in 

L927 and. opened. it to the public, they installed a caretaker and 

his fa:n11y who llved. in the tBSg Add.ition and used the kitchen.Zo 

This f'amily may also have used. other rooms in the ltitchen section. 

Litt1e money was spent on malntaining the house from L927 to L9\6 

'when the Ad.ams Memorial Society gave the Mansion to the Fed.eral 

Governri"nt .21 

Und.er the terms of the gift r22 the historic period. covers 

those years that the Ada;ns faraily lived. in the OId House (fZBB-f927). 

Dre to this provision, the work to be done on the house consists 

primarily of reconditioning rather than restoration. Only those 

changes inadvertently made since L927 will- be revised in the narre 

of restoration. These changes and. an aceount of the preservation 

activities of the present adrninistrator, the National Park Servi.ce , 

w:iII be discussed in the following sectlons of this report. 

20Thu caretakers for the Ad.a.ms Memorial Society were Mr. and Mrs . 

Franels Mc0ormick and their tvro grown children. Af ter her husband 
died., Mrs. McCormiek, r^rith the help of her trvo child.ren, condueted. 
tours and took eare of the house. They used the 0J.d House kitchen 
in the winter but the laund.ry room was their kitchen in the summer. 

21S"" The Ad-ar-ns Mansion, A Reconnaissance Report, by Architectural
 
Historerson,July,Lg63.Th"firstresid'entofficia1

of the Park Service was Raynrond. H. Corey, und.er the title of Custod.ian.
 
He amived. in the spring of 1947 and was succeed.ed. in May, 191+8, by Mrs.
 
Wilhemina SeJlers Harris (ttre present Superintendent) under the tltle of
 
Historical Aide. The site was under the general coord.ination of Superin­
tendent Ronalds of Morristown, N. J. and. Superintend.ent Small of Salem,
 
Mass . at this ti.me .
 

22lfia. Part VII Appendj.ces, Section G. Some Government Documents , Jg\r-\rc. 

http:succeed.ed
http:laund.ry
http:Servi.ce
http:kitchen.Zo


9. 

III. TI{E STRUCIURAI FRAIVIEWORK, ITS CO}IDITION AIVD REHABITITATION 

Most of the Old House is of post and beam construetion 

frarned in a marlner common to eighteenth century practlce . The fB69 

structure is similar in nature but more related. to mod.ern, lighter, 

braced. r'rtuu€ cor"rstruction. However, the main members are still 

essentially of one pieee and not bu1lt up of several pieees as 1n 

tod.ay' s practice . Due to the use of d.eeper joists, the d.iagonal 

bracing, and. the bullt-up corner posts, the hearry sunmer bea"ms and 

square corner posts that intrud.ed. on the eighteenth century in­

terior have been eliminated.. The vertical frarn:ing is made up of 

members containing a l+" d.imension, the controlllng depth between 

interior lath and. exteri-or sheathing. These menrbers are studs 

(2" x 4"), braces (S-t/2" x 4"), corner posts (4" x 6") plus 

(2" * 4"), and girts (4" x T-tf z") and (l+" x 9-j/8" ) (see 

fllustration No. 3). The horizontal framing members are of different 

dimensions, for example, the sil}s (5-I/2" x 6"), and the joists 

and trinmers (2" or 4" x 9-rl9") (see Illustrations Nos. 4, 5, 6 

and ?) . fhe above dimensions are the sa.me for at1 three floors. 

Knee braces are resorted. to beeause the rs"ind.orv openings are too elose 

to the corner posts to perruit one-piece d.iagonal bracing from girt 

to sill. Exterior studs extend only between floors and are topped 

by girts that form a sill for the joists and the stud.s of the 

http:intrud.ed
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succeedlng floor. The girts on the north and south walls are lower 

than those on the east and west by the fuJ.I d.epth of the joists. 

The girts at the second. and. third floor level that recelve the 

joists are 4" x 7-Lf2". The girts on the east and west walls are 

the s&irr€ crepth as the joists and are at the sarne level. The girts 

are tenoned into the 4t' x 6" corner post mernbers and pegged. The 

siIls are 5-l/2" x 6" and. lapped at the corners, half of the north 

and south sill passlng under half of the east and west siIl. Only 

the first floor joists are notched r os are the sills that recej.ve 

them. The corner posts is composed. of one 4" x 6t'with one 2" x 4tt 

nailed to its 6t' face (north-south a:<is) . These 2" x 4" post 

mernbers are really a part of the north and. south waII stud. system. 

Ttre built-up post }ooks like a 6tt x 6" post with a Ztt square channel 

in place of the inside corner. Unlike the studs, the corner posts 

(h" x 6n section only) extend. from the si}l- to the p1ate. The north 

wall has a h" x 7-!e" post, located. rnidway between the corner posts, 

whleh extends from the sil} to the third. floor level and, upon 

further investigation, may be found to extend. to the garnbrel ridge 

(see lllustration No. 3). The lcnee braces are 3-1,f 2" x 4" and are 

placed &iagonally against each sid.e of the corner posts, north wa}I 

mid.dle post, and the posts (4" x 6") that terminate the interior 

stud (2" x 4") partitions in the east and west walls. TLre latter 

http:recej.ve
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posts are found. a few inches to the north of the exterior d.oors. 

Four lcnee braces frame into eaeh of these rnembers near their mid.­

point (between floors) rrom either a silJ., a gi-rt, or a plate. The 

braces are tenoned and pegged. The 2n x 4" stud.s are spaced. approxi­

niately' 16r' cenf,er on center as are the joists: otr each floor. The 

stud.s are sheathed horizontally on the exterior beneath the elap­

board.ing. 

In the course of exploratory work, the structural frame-

r"rork of the f86g add.ition vras found. to contain fer,,r trouble spots 

and to be in generally good. condition (see Illustrations Nos. 4, 

5, 6 and 7) . The framework appears strong, with apparently no serious 

bullt-in lreaknesses. At first glance the floor joists look d.eeper 

than need. be, however, they span the fuII north-south d.istance of 

22 feet exeept vrhere interrupted. by the stairs. The joists running 

nearest (ot quite nearr &s on the third floor) the stair openlng j.s 

increased. in lridth to 4" and. the stair and fireplace trj-rnrners are 

tenoned. into them and. pegged. through that part of the tenon that 

protrudes on the opposite sid.e. Only the first floor appears to 

have both stair trimmers fra,ning into the wide joist. 0n the second. 

and. third floors the south trirmrer only frames into these joists. 

Ttre interior stud. (2" x 4") partitions are no ct-oub-'c d.oing rrorh to 

su.ppoi't sone of the floor construction . ori3-inartlr Nhs basement may 

have been planned as an open space without partitions, since there are two 

trlmmers. fhe interior partitions are built on the sub-flooring and 

the studs (fIoor to ceiling) *u not nailed. to the side of the 
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joists as on the exterior walls (north and south). The inaccessible 

garrbrel roof construction is probably of 2" rafters rather than the 

truss and. purIj.n system found in the 1731 house . 

As mentioned above, there are few structura] trouble spots 

in the 1Bb9 ad.d.ition. Those that exist are to be found in or near 

the sills (see Illustrations Nos. 8, 9 and lO) . On the east waIl, 

sectj.ons of the sil-I rvil-l have to be replaced . The worst cond.itions 

are north of the entry porch and. at the northeast eorner. 0n the 

north wall, both corner posts need. attention. At the northeast 

corner both the 4" x 6n and the 2" x 4" member has rotted. at the 

/a bottorn and will have to be replaced (see Illustration No, 11). 

0n1y a portion of the 2u x 4" menber at the northwest corner (Uottonn) 

r,rill need. to be replaeed (see lllustration No. 12). New mernbers 

shouJ.d join or a,but the original fraroework in such a manner as to 

divert moisture from the joint. When replacing secti-ons of the 

structure the new members, as weIL as the acljoining and. abutting 

original members, shoul-d be treated. with pentachlorophenol. 

The stone found.ation walls are in good. condition. There 

is no problem of moisture seepage in the basement of the 1:869 

ad.d.ltion. 

/1 



 

IV.		 NON-STRUC .IR- CO]DITION AND REHABITITATTON 

After rehabilitation of the basic structural franrework has 

been completed, it rrrill be necessary to preserve and put in reason­

ably good condition the nofi-structural elenents on the exterior and. 

the interior. $ome of the surface fabric elements are plaster, floor 

board.s, brick hearths, wood. trim, elapboard.s, wind.ow sash, and roof 

slates. The present cond.ition of the surface fabric is fairly good. 

Tltls tras the last part of the house to be built and has been in €x­

istance for only p5 years eompared with 2Jb years for the earliest 

portion, the Vassall house of 173I. 

A. 	 Exterior 

Most of the origlnal exterior surface fabric is still in 

place on the 1.869 additlon (see Illustrations Nos. 13, ll+ and l5). 

Some of the elapboard s have bowed away from the walI and will have 

to be replaced. Some of those directly above the water table: &s 

luell as the wood. trater table itself , should be replaced. Those 

clapboard.s lthich rnust be renoved. for struetr:ra1 work will be taken 

off with great care so that as many as possible ean be reused.. 

When reuse is impossible, the replacement should match the one 

taken off. 

Other exterior elements of the add.ition also need. attention. 

Itrhen the shutters lrere replaced. throughout the house tn L952, there 
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T''ras a I'ride d.iscrepancy in the number of louvers per shutter between 

the old. ones that were replaced. and the new ones that are on the 

house tod.ay. The old shutters, which were in poor, but reparable 

cond'ition r have been stored ln the Carriage }Iicuse . fhese should be 

repailed and rehung as they are of the historic period.. Special 

attention should be given those shutters which are hung on the base­

ment r'rind.ows. They are probably original and. should. be repaired. as 

necessary. tr^lhat appear to be original iron hooks are still on these 

shutters and new eyes should. be fastened. to the wood.en rvater table 

so that the shutters may be secured. in an open position whenever 

it is d.esirabre to d,o so (see rrlustrations No6. B and 12). 

The storm wind.ows which do not coineid.e lrith the permanent 

sash lriIl be replaeed with ones that d.o (see Illustration No. 15). 

The east and west snub-nosed roofed. entry porches with 

their wood. floors and open riser stairs are in good. eondition. These 

two porches are slmilar 1n detail to the others fowrd on the house 

(a11 by Archltect Cabot). Any d.amaged or missing roof shingles 

should be replaced. and. the entire roof palnted to match the historic 
color. Investigation has not yet revealed whether or not the present 

red/maroon color is historic. 

The most important repair work to be d.one on the house 

recently, involving the fB69 add.ition, was the installation of the 

n
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new roof in l-9l,o. As many of the original slates as possible were 

reused . Any new slates \,rere used on the flat part of the roof where 

they could not be seen. The original slates had. been put on 1n fB69 

by Charles Franeis Ad.a,r.rs when the add.ition was built. Slates re­

placeci the wood shingles on the other sections of the house at that 

time in ord.er to reduce the f ire hazard. .23 

tr{hen work on the house is eompleted, a}I the exterior wood­

vrorli should be painted to match the existing colors. The colors are 

those t'rhieh the Ad.ams fanily requested the National Park Serrrice to 

use when they turned. the house over to the Crovernn"rrt.24 They aimed. 

to match those colors to be seen in the Frankenstein painting of f849. 

About L92O Brooks Ad.amsr &s part of his effort to restore the house 

to its appearance at the time of John and Abigail, painted the clap­

board.s and. tri-m of the house white, eovering the grey clapboard.s and. 

brown trlun of Charles Francis Ad.ams' time.25 

27-"CFA Diary, Boston, April 9, 1870, ".. .Found. the slaters at worlc 
and rapidly coming to an end of their part of the labor. . . " This 
diary entry is in reference to the slating of the libraryr &s the 
addition r.ras finished in June of f859. The entire house was prob­
ably slated at the same tirne that the roof of the f869 add.ition 
r'Ias d.one . Money was precious and CFA rvoul-d. not have shingled the 
ad.dition with wood and. the next year shingle it again vrith slate. 

-'The 2lt
Adans fam-ily provided. a color sa.nrple board for the exterior 

paint to be used, on the house. The board. was prepared. in the late 
19bo's and is now on file in the Park office. 

'/See )q
A Research Report on the Struetural Histo t 

prepar 
30, ]963. 

http:Crovernn"rrt.24
http:Ad.a,r.rs
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The repointing of the stone foundation wall and the removal 

of the modern cement at the top is not necessary. Although the cement 

is post-Ada.ms, it cannot be seen once the wood. water table has been 

installed. It provides a level seat for the wood table. TLle only



repairing 'bilat rnust be done is on the south sid.e of the west entry


porch. This work should be d.one in a manner to mateh the surrounding 

t.,lork. 

B. fnterior 

The condltion of the interior surface fabrie of the t16g ) 

add'ition is generally good.. This cond.ition and the various ehanges 

mad'e in the fabric by Brooks Ad.ams, the Adans Memori-al Society, ild 
the National Park Serviee will be d.iscussed. for eaeh floor in this 
part of the report. Ar:y necessary rehabilitation or restoration 

will also be included.. 

Originally a}l the wood. floors in the tB69 ad.dition were 

painted a dark green-grey. The pine finish flooring (3fl+,, thick) 

ranges in widths from 3-lf 2,, to T-Lf 2,, and nrns east-west the full 
length of the room in most cases. The sub-flooring is T/8" thick. 

All the floors on the third floor have been sanded. and. given a 

natural finish. ltle floor of the Ada.ras Memorial Room (northeast 

room, second floor) has also been sanded. and refinlshed. in this 
manner. fhe rest of the floors are painted. a medir:m grey. The 

http:post-Ada.ms
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eorrid-or and the northeast room in the basement have eoncrete floors. 
fhey have been lrorn in several places e:,q>osing the aggregate . It is 
unnecessary to pateh it, but & good cleaning and the application of a 

sealer is reconmended.. The northwest room in the basement is tiled. 

w'itir sqtl&r'€ irearth brick. Several of these B" x B" hearth bricks 

next to the threshhold are broken and should be replaced. 

All the walls above the basement level are plastered and 

painted. a creamy yellow color. tlood cluarter round s are to be found 

at the corners in the rooms and around the d.ormer openings. Many 

small eracks have appeared at the eorners of rrind.orr and. fireplaee 

openings. They are not rarge enough to ind.icate any kind. of 

structural failure and many of them occurred. before the most recent 

palnting done in these rooms. Only the east wall of the laund.ry 

need.s imnediate attention (see fllustratj.on No. 15). A sanple of 

the original uall palnt color ean be seen on the plaster wall behind. 

the third. floor utility sink when the wood. pipe enclosure is removed. 

The original grey woodwork paint can be seen on that part of the 

vood enclosure board. that fits tightly against the utility sink. 

This grey eolor was referred to as "battleship grey" by Brooks Ad.a.ns, 

and was also much used in his Boston horrr".26 The basement walls are 

Recollections of Superlntend.ent Harris who lived vrith the 
in their 

Ada,mses
Boston house lrhen they were not in Quincy or on a trip. 

n 

http:horrr".26
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for the most part plastered. and painted. rvhite, fn several places 

the plaster has been removed. or falIen off exposing the stone masonrlr 

vrork which has also been painted. white . Replastering is not recotnmen6ed. 

because those areas where the plaster has been removed. d.o not suffer 

fronr ill ef'feets d.ue to visual or structural- darnage and. it appears 

that most of this may have occumed during the historic period.. fn 

recent times utilities have been cut through walls and the walls have 

been patched., but not ahrays in a craftsman like manner. 

Ceilings in a.l] the rooms, includ.ing those in the basement, 

have been plastered. The one in the northwest basement room was re-

plastered as protection against fire when a heating system (since 

removed.) was installed. by the government. The ceilings are hr:ng 

belon the bottom of the joists and the satrn lath is fastened. by cut 

nails throughout the f85g a.dd.ition. 

The hearth bricks in the laundry have settled. in some plaees 

(see Illustration No. 1?). Also there are several loose bricks at 

the corner of the boiler construction to the east of the fireplace. 

Both of these eond.itions appear to have existed. during the historic 
period .*' 2t7 If further investigation reveals that the construction is 

unstabJ-e r the bricks should be relaid when it is again made sound.. 

Recollectlons of Superintend.ent }Iarrj.s. 

n 
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The interj.or of the laundry room fireplaee should. be cleaned. of 
paint and made serviceable (at least for interpretative purposer).28 

The fireplace hearth bricks and those that sunound. the openings on 

the seeond floor are painted black. Thj.s is probably an original 

feature, 4L least pre-dating the sanding of the floorsr &s marks 

can be seen where the sanding machine touched. the bricks and took 

off some of the paint. The birds have created a problem rrith the 

malntenanee of these flreplaces on the second floor and it is 

reconmended that a new metal covering with a soLid top and sereening 

on the sid.es only be installed. on top of the chlnney. Tlris new 

screening should be about the same size as that which exi.sts. 

The inoperative wind.ow locking d.evices and d.oor knobs 

should be put in working order and those that are missing should 

be replaced. They should match those found. in the ad.joining area 

and be of the historic period if possible. 

AII of the stair construction, includ.ing stringers, risers, 

tread.s, end balustrad.es, is in good. cond.ition in the 1.869 a.d.dition. 

1. Besement 

Northeast Room: This room has been used. for storage. 

Several shelves were taken out when the heating pipes were brought 

*-Superintendent 2tl
Harris recalls that the Adams Memorial Society

caretaker, Mr. McCormick, once painted. the interior woodwork and 
briclworh in the addition a "dark greent'. Investigation wiII 
detemine (under this green) vrhat the historic color on the brich­
work was. 

http:balustrad.es
http:purposer).28
http:interj.or


n
 
20, 

through the west walt. They should be reBlaeed except for part of 
the top one which wll1 not cLear the pipu".zg The shelves w"i}l be 

supported. at the nid.seetion of the }ong span by boards similar to 

the existing treatment as seen on the bottom shelf. There is a IO 

pound CO2 fire extinguisher hung on the west side of the door against 

the shelf support. The top part of the door was cut away in order to 

bring the heating pipes into the corrid.or for the rad,iator on the 

first floor (see Illustration No. 18) . Ttre pipes should. be rein­

stalled above the d.oor frame and. the door be patehed. and painted . 

Northwest Room: Tlris room was probably used. for storage 

or may have had sinks in it as seen by evid.ence of plumbing (leaa 

pipe snubbed. at the floor and cleanouts along the rvall) . Also the 

brick floor m"ight suggest its use for heary d.uty. Irfhen heating was 

introdueed. into the ad.dition by the Adams Memorial Society in L92T, 

the furnace was placed in this room. The existing gas hot water 

heater was installed. in this room i-n 1946 (see Illustration No. l9). 
The 2t' x 5'Lf2" wood. threshold should be replaced. as the exlsting one 

has rotted.. Some of the B" square brick tlles need. replaclng near 

the threshold,. The superintendent has requested. that a r,rasher and. 

d.ryer be installed in this room. 

n 

n
 

29-Request of the Superlntend.ent. 
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closet: There is evid.ence that this room may once have 

been the servants' toilet.3o ft ls now a utility closet. The wooden 

floor is l+t' above the concrete of the corrj.dor. There is wainscoting 

on the north and east walls. fhe west wall is mostly exposed stone 

with signs that it was once plastered.. The asbestos covered. heating 

pipes come through the plastered masonry south waII from the kitchen 

section at a heiglrt of 3 '-4t' and. destroy the space for any practical 

use. There are soil lines in the northwest and. southwest eorners 

coming d.own from the floors above. Ttre door, now missing, once was 

hinged. on the insid.e left jarrb. There would. be no use to rehang the 

d.oor w:tth the heating pipes in their present positi.on. The ol4 gas 

jet exists at the ceiling. 

The rrrrused. oil line cable whieh eomes through the east 

walI a few inches below the wind.ow should. be entlrely removed. if 
possible. 

2. 	First Floor 

North Room: This room which oecupies the entire north 

end. of the first floor is known as the laundry (see fllustration No. 

2O). Both washing and ironing were d,one in this room. Several 

board.s in the northeast eorner have been taken up in order to in­

n 

n 

3ofo""* is wainscoting as found in the'other water closet areas, 
as wel]. as access to a soil l1ne under the floor. Superintend.ent
Harris also believes that there may have been such a facility here. 

http:positi.on
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vestigate the framing below ( TLre east 

in this eorner need.s replastering. The heating pipes recently bur

eausing more cracks and peeling. If the insulation in the exterio

walls is found to retain d.ampness, it should. be removed.. In the 

northr'rest corner the floor is in poor cond.ition having been patche

w'ith tin and. the boards are twisted out of position. The floor 

boards stop short of the present sink eonstruction indlcating that 

lrhat now exists is not part of the originar instalration.3l 

Originally there was a long soapstone sink (sectioned.) rvhlch set o

a built-in table (see fllustration No. 21). Evidence for such a 

seheme ean be seen on the board. which runs from the floor to the 

ceiling against the wind.ovr trim in the northwest corner of the 

room. A lip nark elearly shovrs vrhere a table or bench came against

the ruaIl. This sarne board. curves gently to the top revealing what 

might be the outline of a hot vrater heater or pieee of lar:ndry equi

ment long sj.nce removed, Perhaps some of these changes were con­

sidered. improvements by the Adanrs Memorial Soclety or their care­

taker and. d.ate from that p"tlod .32 The stove f'or heating flat 

see lllustration No. il . wall 

st 
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Harri"s 

3zfftu eau*" U.gpgtqr, A Reconnaj.ssance Report, by Architectural 
Historian Charles E. Peterson, July, L963. TLte annual report to 
the Acla.rns Memorial Societyr Inc. by Henry Ad.ams Znd, Boston,
January 2), L9L+5 . 

7^ 

'-Recollections ?1
of Superlntend.ent . 
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irons was installed. by Brooks Ad.ams and ellminated the backbreaking 

iob of heating them by the firepla"u.33 There is evidence of there 

belng a sheet of galvanized metal placed und.er the stove. Paint 

marks on the floor reveal its si,ze to be approximately J2 inches 

square. Clothes lines were strung between the heavy metal hooks 

that are to be found. near the tops of the north and east *indo*s .34 

Toilet: There is speculation that this toilet may 

originally have been a storage room or space for the ice bo*.35 

There is presently a wood encased. tank behind the bowl w:ith its 

"push" button centered. near the top. The bowl is known to have 

been replaced. several times within the past few years. There is 

tongue and. groove wainscoting only in the water closet area. The 

vainscotlng is 2'-0" high and extends along the north and south 

r,raIIs a d.i stance of I ' -0 " as irell as behind. the water closet . 

Corridor: 0n the vrest d.oor j amb (tcitcfren) there is a 

fire extinguisher braeket. The new extinguisher should be placed 

--Superintend.ent ??
Harris reealls that in Brooks Adams' time, all

the hot water for the house was heated. in the kitchen. The tank 
was in the corner east of the soapstone sink and. was probably 
removed. by the Ada.ms Memorial Soci-ety. 

"?i+'Recollections of Superintend.ent Harris. 

"-superintendent ?5
Haruls recalls that the cook often went to the 

back corridor for some of her food supplies, such as a leg of larnb. 

http:firepla"u.33
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ln 	a less conspieuous position. A new electrieal box (naster switch) 

may be installed below the burglar alarm box on the south sid.e of the 

east d'oor. The emergency oil burner sw'iteh (from a forrner installation) 
]ocated. at the top of the basernent stairs in the corrid.or is to be 

removed. The utility paraphernalia at the head of the basement 

stairs on the first floor should. be amanged. in a more orderly 

fashion. The ,themrostat, fire gongr fire alarm box, fire ex­

tinguisher, and telephone are among those elements to be arranged..
 

The hot and cold water rines within the pipe enelosure 

on the north side of the door to the garden will need. to be insulated 

to keep them from freezing during the winter months ( see Illustration 
No. 22) . 

3.	 Second Floor 

Northeast Room: This was onee the lady's maid 's room, 

but is now the Adans Memorial Room containing many iterns collected 

by Henry Ad.ams 2nd (rirtn generatior)35 who was active in settlng up 

the house as a museum. fhis room functioned. as the Park office from 

1949 to L954. The eorner cupboard. was d.esigned., carved, and. installed 

'"Henry Ad.ams Znd was the son of Charles Francis Ad.ams Jr. 
of 

and. 
nephew Brooks Adams. He was historically mind.ed. and. took upon
himself to eollect the family heirlooms. He was the moving spirit
behind- the Ad.a,urs Memorial Society. Miss Mary Odgen Abbott carved
the initiars rrH A'r at the top of her cupboard in memory of Henry
Ad'ams 2nd and she had hoped that the northeast room on the 
floor second.

of the addition lrould be knovn as the Henry Ada.ms Memorial Room. 

http:corrid.or
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by Miss Mary Ogden Abbott, a wood carver of renor{n, whose mother, 

Mary, was the last Ad.ams to be born in the Old House. fire floor 

was onee eovered. as there are tack marks next to the baseboard.s 

around the room. The central lighting fixture was removed. byr Miss 

Abbott in L954. 

Northwest Room: This was the sewing room and, doubled 

as the lady's maid's room (see lllustration No. Z3). There is a 1O 

potxtd COZ fire extinguisher behind the door which sets j.nto an 

alurainum bracket secured, to the trim. There is a servant's bell to 

be found on the south wal} above the left hand. corner of the door. 

Bathroom: The floor boards are screwed. in place for 

easy access to the plumbing. The water eloset wlth its over-head. 

tank and. pulI ehain is probably original. The tin tub is original 

and. was used. by Brooks Ada.nn".37 (See lllustration No. 24). There 

apparently never was a sink or wash basj.n in this room. The paneled 

niche behind. the rad.iator was originally a eloset. The possibility 

of heating the bathroom by the extension of a duct from the existing 

heat exchanger in the third floor closet above should be explored.. 

The rad.iator eould then be removed. and the closet door restored.. 

Cuts for the door hlnges can be seen on the west janb. Horj,zontal 

tongue and groove wainscoting, 2'-9-Lf2" high, is instalred. around 

Recollections of Superintend.ent Harris . 

n
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the room. The top piece is beveled similar to the baseboard.s through­

out the fB59 ad.d.ition. An original gas jet can be forrnd, on the north 

sid.e of the d.oor. one of the top door paners is ba,dry craeked. and 

should be replaced or repaired. This room is sometjmes used. as a 

dressing room by the park personnel. 

coruid.or: The painted, floors are in poor eond.ition. 

Before they are palnted they should be thoroughly scraped.. 

b. ...'.....'.:­Third Floor

Northeast Roomr Ttris was the parror maid's room. The 

original d,ark green-grey paint of the floors can be seen on the 

folded newspaper which was used as craek fialer. ILle fancy cast iron 

shelf brackets were probably not painted originalry. 

Northwest Room: This room was the cookts room and 

functioned. as the park office from Lg54 to Lgli6.3B The floor appears 

mueh more worn than the others because of this room's use as an 

office. Tack holes cen be seen next to the threshold. which might in­

dieate the use of a floor eoveri.ng. There are buttons which have 

been used to pu3-1 the plaster back into position against the Lath 

on the west wal1r as plaster ffid the now appears sound., they should. 

not be disturbed.. 

n
 

JO- Recollectlons of Superintend.ent Harris. 
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corrid.or: The backsplash board.s for the utirlty sink 

have been let into the finish flooring at several points to seeure 

their position. There is a J.5 powrd COA fire extinguisher on the 

floor at the west end of the eorrid,or, 

C. Uiilities 

The flre and burglar alarnr systems as well as the electrical, 
heating, p}.rmbing, and the telephone are d.efined. as utilities in this 
report. When radiator pipes or other utilities have been rernoved., 

the holes shorrld be properly patched. and. mad.e to natch the suryounding 

area. 

n
 The Adams Memorial Soeiety installed the fire alarm system 

in 1927. It is mad.e up of a tiny tube attached by tack-like 

fasteners to the ceiling and nrrrs around the room at a d.istance of 

about 4 inches from the waII. In the closets and toilets the tube 

is fashioned. into a rosette by a series of loops because each room 

on each of the circuits must have a eertain percentage of the total 
tube length on that circuit. The rosette takes up the need.ed 1ength 

ln the smaller spaces. It is reconmend.ed that new tubing and new 

rosettes be 1nstalled. fhere now exist three a3.aran boxes placed 

in the northwest corner of the first, second., and third floor 

corrid.ors and it is reeonmended. that they remain in these positions, 

by request of the Superintend.ent. These alarms, r,rhen sounded., bring 

n
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Guaranteed. help instantly. This is an important consid.eration when 

a guid.e may be working alone in the house, especially lf the guid.e 

is a young female studentr &s is frequently the ease. The telephone 

nay be inconvenient to use at times and. occasionally a fire may be 

repor'ted manually before the alarrr system has detected. j.t, f t is 

recomnend.ed. that the fire extinguishers should be 10 pound. C02 

throughout the houser &s larger si-zes are too hearr;r for women employees 

to operate. 

The burglar alarrn system was also installed. by the Adams 

Memori.al Society in L}ZT. The wood. grills on the basement and first 

floor toilet wind.ows are remains of that first installation. Most 

of the wood. grills were replaced by a contact system on the exterior 

openings of the first and. second floors several years ago. Some of 

the grills and wiring were reused. in the contact system. All r€­

maind.ers of the older rtood. grill system, including rviring, should. 

be removed. The burglar alarm control and test box is found. on the 

south sid.e of the east entrance d.oor . 

Most of the electrical wiring in the house was put in by 

Brooks Ad.arns in L92A. It is strongly recommended. that the t8r6g 

ad.d.ition be conpletely rewired with rigid conduit, using U F where 

this is i4possible. A1l of the fixtures are ceiling hrrng with the 

exception of the wall sconce next to the east entrance door and. the 

http:Memori.al
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exterior wall lantern on the east porch. Tfre waIL sconce was j.n­

stalled in the eorrid.or about L95O because of the necessity of 
properly lighting the publie tour areas. Many of the flxtures have 

their ring and screws for seeuring glass sha.des . ff there are glass 

shad.es in storage they should. be put to use again as they would. much 

improve the appearance of the fixture and were no doubt used in the 

historic perj,od.. Ttre porcelain light holders in the basement 

corrid.or are probably of the historic period. and. should be kept. 

Pluribing was introd.uced. into the house by Charles Franeis 

Adanrs when the f86g add.itlon was built. The second floor bathroom 

has the original tin tub (and faueets) and the water closet, wh'ich 

nay be original, has a wood encased. tank. The hot water for the 

third. floor utllity sink and the kitchen section rises above the 

sinks ln the laundry room to a space in the ceiling eonstruetion 

(see lllustration No. 10) and erosses over to the space in the 

masonry waIl behind the bathroom niche, where they can be seen if 
the paneled. back section of the niehe is removed.. The hot water 

for the seeond floor bath tub runs along the laundry room baseboard., 

through the first floor bathroom, to the wood.en enclosure north of 

the d.oor to the gard.en where it rises w:lth the cold water line to 

the second. floor. These lines r^rtll have to be properly insulated.. 

During the past few years, sinee the heatlng plpes in the basement 

n 
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were insulated., these pipes have frozen in the eold weather. Soil 

lines are also found. in this enclosure (see Illustration No. 22). 

From behlnd the niche, the lines continue to the kitchen section 

and. the third floor of the addition. Plunblng in the laundry con­

sists of running hot and. cold water to the concrete sinks (set tubs). 

These sinks are not of soapstone as found. in other sections of the 

house. Ihe left sink is mueh worn at the botton and. the aggregate 

is exposed.. Tkre water lines come fron the northwest room in the 

basement below the laund.ry. (Water from the Ad.a,ns Street main 

enters this basenent room through the west found.ation wal}). The 

toilet on the first floor was installed. at an rrnknown date. The 

bowl has been replaced twiee since L947. the utility sink on the 

third. floor d.oes not appear to be of f859 vintage nor do the 

faucets reseurble those found on the tin tub. The cast iron ttgtt 

trap d.oes looh old,er than the rest of the installation; perhaps the 

slnk section is a replacement. In the northwest room of the base­

nent along the west wal-l can be seen a lead. plpe stub and. two clean 

out caps whieh show the position of the solI line before it passes 

through the north wall to the cesspool located in the area slightly 

northwest of the drying yard.. Ihe entire system is vented through 

a stack which penetrates the roof over the kitehen section. (It 

the closet that opens onto the third floor corrid.or in the 1869 

add.ition). fhe soil }ine is also vented. after it leaves the building, 

http:corrid.or
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next to the north found.ation walI. 

The gas hot water heater is located in the northwest room 

in the basement of the ad.dition (see Illustration No, l9). It is 
recomnended that either a new electrlc heater be installed or the 

hot water be hooked, up with the domestic hot water from the central 

heatlng system in the Carriage House. ILre gas meter is also found 

in the northwest basement room. Gas for lighting (now d.iscontinued) 

was supplied. to most of the rooms 1n the J:86g ad.d.ition. The original 
gas j ets and the piping rvhieh remain should not be removed. as they 

belong to the historie period.. 

n The Ada.nns Memori.al Society introd.uced. heating into the 3;BSg 

ad'd.ition shortly after L927 for the convenience of the earetaker. 

A furnace (there lrere already two others in the house) was installed. 

in the northwest room in the basement. Rad.iators were placed. in 
each room and' provid.ed. with hot water from the f\rrnace. Presently 

there is a central heating plant in the Carriage House basement pro­

viding hot water for the rB59 addition and hot ai.r (through heat 

exchangers ) for the rest of the house . TLle present system of 

radiators provid.es much unwanted heat which has proven to be a 

d'etrjment to the preservation of hlstorlc artlcles on d.isplay, 

especially on the upper storles. As these radiators are post-Ad.ams, 

it is reconmended. that several of then be removed . Those ra^diators 

http:provid.es
http:provid.ed
http:Memori.al
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32. 
to be considered. for removal are as follows: third. fIoor, northeast 

and northwest rooms; second floor, remove pipes in the Ad.ans Memorial 

Rooml first floor, remove pipes 1n the northeast corner of the 

laund'ry; basement, remove sqperfluous piping ln the northeast room. 

The possibilities of heating the l:869 add.ition with hot air from 

the central heating system should. be investigated.. 

Ihe present telephone is non-historie (put 1n by the Ad.a.nrs 

Memorial Society) ,nd lt is recormend.ed. that a new rvall-hugg mod.el 

be installed near the present location. All telephone w.ires and 

eonnection boxes used in prerrious installations on the second. and, 

n third floors (when these rooms were used. as the park office) should. 

be removed . The exterior lines are to be put und,erground. in an 

existing utillties tunnel which rlurs from the Carriage llouse to the 

East Wing of the 01d House. 

fhere has never been a housekeeping facility in the form 

of a washing machine at the site. A11 the firniture in the house, 

r'rhen it is not on displayr is eovered over with eloth. firese eovers 

must be maintaj.ned and kept clean. .&lso the many eloths and. regs 

used in general housekeeping must be r*ashed.. This servj.ce of washing 

has, for the past 1Z years, been provid.ed. for by the Superintend.ent 

at her home across the street from the site. This custom can no 

longer be continued, and the superintend,ent recornmend.s that a washer 

and' d'ryer be installed in the northwest basement room. This could. be 
/^\ 

done along the west wall where present phnfting installations can be 

utilized. 

http:provid.ed
http:servj.ce
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IIJ,WTRAIION IM. I 

The Tldpple Daguerreotype of I8b9; a 

view of the house frq the eouthnest. Ttrle record. 

lras co''miestoned by cbarles Francis Ad,arns beforc 

he noved, Lnto the liensLon. A ehlnney whtch nay 

be part of the old wash bouge or faru house can 

be seen near the narthwest corner of the Old 

I{ouse. Pogitlon of the north doruer rl,ndow on 

the west st d,e was etraaged to be ln line rtth the 

wlndsff below. 

Photo: Deguerreotype
l&', I{hlpple of Boston, },tarch I8l+9 

Copy Neg. (fascn Shrdto) on flle at park 





]trusrR+TroN Ng. 2 

A view of the west sid.e of the Ad.anrs 

Mansion showing the 1869 ad.d.ition. 

Photo: National Park Service 
Charles E. Peterson, Summer Lgi2\ 

ILABS Neg. 
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rtljttsTB4rloN rw. 3 

Tfie f85g add.itlon, north waIL, shoring 

the original silI. Splices can be seen at left 
(t p) of eaeh basement wind.ow where the'new 

secti.ons of the sllL lrere lnstalled. at either 

end. in the early I95Ots. Note franing menbers 

at the eenter of the waII, one b" x T-L/Z" €x­

tend.ing probably to the third floor girt or 

possibly to the rid,ge, with 3-L/2" x bt' braees 

at either sld.e. Ttte fireplace brick can b9 seen 

behind the nlcldle post ntrere the lnsulatlon has 

been r@oved. 

Photo: Ifational Fark SerrrLce 
George M. Cushing Jr., Aprtl L%5 

I{eg. on file at Park 
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IILU$TSATION NO. 4 

Irirst floor, northeast corner of the 

Iaundry room. Corner of the fireplaee (Uifer) 

can be seen at left. Left eenter of photograph 

shows frarnlng at the basement window. Note thick­

ness of found.ation walls whieh are brougbt up be­

tween the joists. The north siII is cut to 

receive the joists but the end,s come to rest on 

the found.ation waIl. Where the basement windows 

occur they rest on a t)rye of lintel whieh can be 

seen in thls photograph spanning the opening on 

the interior sid.e. Note hr:ng ceiling and the sawn 

Iath. Condition of the sub-floorlng is reasonably 

good. except in the corner where it has been eut 

away to nake room for the pipes. Depth of Joist 

9-5f8". 

Photo: National Park Service 
George M. Cushing Jr., April L965 

Neg. on file at Park 
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II,LUSSRATIOI{ NO. 5 

Second. floor, northwest room, sborring 

construction below window at the west warl. llest 

vrall glrt can be seen below the baseboard, at left. 
Note tbe hot water Bipe coning up from the rarrndry 

room below. This area has been used as access to 

the plpe eausing damage to the sub-floof,ing which 

shouLd be replaced in this area. Depth of the 

second. floor joists , 9-5f8". 

Photo: l{ational Park ServLce 
George l{. Cushlng Jr., Aprtl L965 

Neg. on file at Park 
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u,tuslBATIOS IS. 6---T-Ttrr!r, 

thtrd floor, northeast room, ehow.ing 

eonstnrction below north rrlnclow. Members are in 
good cond.itLon. Ibt€ l+t' rrid,th of joist under 

radiator which reeeines the chinney ard etalr 

trLmers. Depth of Joists, 9-jf 8" . 

Photo I 	 l{atlonel Park $errrlee 
Cieorge M, Cushtng Jr.i Aprtl L96| 

l{eg. on file at Ferk 
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ILLUSIBATrON IIO. 7 

Thinl floor, threshold area of closet 

which oBens into the corrid,or of the lB59 add,ition. 

The naeonrlr rall of the kltehen section is forurd. 

d.irectry below this threshold exeept to the right 

slde where there ls a lintel sBanning what was 

once an opening. ftre Joists of the L86g additlon 

can be seen where the floor board,s are cut. rtrese 

jolsts rest on a l+" x 7-L/2" girt (vfsfUfe below 

htnged end. of door) vhieh is part of the separate 

abutting wood,en structure. Note part of the 

servants t bell systen nhieh was probabJy in­
stalled. durlng constnrction of the add,ition. 

Photo: I{ational Park Servlee 
George M. Cushing Jr., April L965 

Neg. on file at Park 

n







Illjqstrygtots Ip...8 

t8fi9 add,ltion, eaet wall, north of the 

entry lnrch, shoring rot in the slLr. rnsuratlon 

was put in, in the late 3.pPO's. tsote h" x 6" 

post (north of door), whieh teruinates the ir­
terlor stud. partition and, lts diagona*l brace. 

Photo: Uatlona1 Park gervice 
Cieorge M, Cushlng Jr., Deeefier Lfig 

Neg. on file at Park 

n







IIJT'STEATIO}I 

L859 addition, east wal1, at the north­

eaet corner, shorring deterioration of the sLII 

from rot. Moisture penetrates to the interior 

at this section of the wall ild, tf the insulaff on 

is found to retaln nolsture, lt u:ltl be renoved,. 

Photoi t[ational Fa,rk Service 
George M. Cushlng Jr.., &cember L963 

Neg. on file at Park 

n
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trLtusltsAT.Io$ Ip. 19 

!'irst fLoor, northeast corner of the 

laudry room, shoring i.nterior conditione at the 

sa&e position as Illustratlon I[o. 9. Most of the 

east siII has rotted, away at this polnt. All 
heatlng pipes shown here are to be removed. as 

they no longer serre any purpose. fhe found.ation 

conles up between the joists except where the base­

ment wind.ows are located.. Depth of ftrst floor 

Joists , 9-5/8 . 

Photo: National Park Service 
George M. Cushing Jr., April L*j 

t$eg. on file at Park 

n
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r.I&uli&ATro$ r{o.,JrI 

f85g additlon, north wal1, northeast 

corner, shorring deterloration of corner ;nct at 

silI. Note d.iagonal brace and. new section of 

siLL to the left of it. lbte also the recent 

conerete work at the top of the foundatlon sarl 

over which the rrcod, trater table is BLaced. 

froto: 	 National Park Service 
George td. Cushlng Jr., Aprtl LgS5 

I$eg. on file at Park 





rr.tttslBAflol{ Im. L2 

$59 addition, north wa1l, norttrwest 

corner, shoring that portlon of the siIL trtrlch 

has been repLaced,. Note that the sill and botton 

of the studs and. braees have been treeted rrith 

pentachlorophenol. The rest slll, nortbwest 

corner, is also a replaceuent, The 2t' x l+tt 

member of the buil,t-up eorner post need,s to be 

rep3.aeed, (Z foot seetlon at tbe botton) . ldote 

vent pipe for tlre soil Ilne wtrieh leaves the 

bulLdtng dlreetly below this potnt. AIso note 

hooks on the baseuent shuttere wtuich uere prob­

ably rrsed, to Becune then in *'oJo ;nsitl,on, 

Ihe eye nay have been attacbed, to the wood 

water tab1e. 

Photo: National Park Servi.ce 
George M, Cushlng Jr., Aprll L955 

l$eg. on flle at Park 

http:Servi.ce




ILTUSTRATIOIS I{O. 13 

1869 add.ition from the eest. Note the 

entrance porch with snub-nosed gable roof and. 

open riser stairs. rhe post details are srniLar 

to those found on the other p,orches of the OId, 

House. The w'indow sash a^nd. franeg are in good 

cond,ition. Ttre sash on the kltehen section of 

the house was changed. Ln 1859 to match tbese. A 

$ranite capped. bfick,wal,I visually sep,arates the 

t86g addltion from the rest of the houee at the 

roof line. Exterior utility wires are to be put 

und.erground (ttre tunner to house them enters the 

East Wing basement on the east sid.e). Ihe storu 

wind,ows which do not coincide rrittp pernanent sash 

should. be replaeed, wtth ones that do. 

Photo: National Park Senrice 
George M. Cushing Jr,, April L965 

I[eg. on file at Park 
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+&try.gnSqTgu ryp. th 

f869 addition from the nortb. ftre 

wood,en water table and clapboard.s have been r€­

noved, for exBloratory purlnses. Note bowed. 

clapboard,s below the thlrd floor east wLndow. 

Photo: Natlonal Park Service 
George M. Cushlng Jr., ApriL L965 

Neg. on ftle at Park 
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IITUSTBASION I$0. 15 

1869 addition from the west. Here the 

entry p'orch (actually steps) was deslgned wid,er 

than the others i.n ord,er to embrace the ar*kward, 

arrangement of d,oor and lrind.ow. A eonscl,ous 

effort was made to balance the cmpooltion of 

doors and. wlndows. Note the use of brackets, 

instead of posts, wtrich keep the constructlon 

from extending into the gard.en. fhe present hand.­

rail is probably a replacement of a slmilar original 

one. Note the boned. eJ,apboa,rd.s to the north of the 

seeond floor uindors and the change in claBboard 

pattern between the 1869 additton and, the kltchen 

section. 

Photo: NatlonaL Park Service 
Cieorge M. Cushtng Jr . , Aprll L%5 

Neg. on file at Park 

http:lrind.ow
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&LttsSBATrOt !p. 16 

Interlor vlew of the nortbeast corrler 

of the laundry roon; I$ote tbe plaster crackl.ng 

aud tbe patnt scaling. The eondition has grown 

$orse since thls photogaph was taken, probabty 

due to the presence of rcisfire in the rfarl. 

Photo: Sational park Servlce 
George M. Cughing Jr., Decen&er lS3 

I{eg. on file at Park 
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ILf,t SIts4[IIoN NO.-l? 

Iarrndry room shoring boller (ftrebox 

below) . Superintendent Harrl.s thinks that crscke 

in the briclcuk at the bottom corner and, the sag 

ln the hearth nay hane existed, before L$AO.. Tbig 

section ls over wood, frauing rather ttran the 

masonry foundation. 

Photo: National k,rk Servlee 
George M. Cushlng .fr., Decenber 1953 

I[eg. on file at Park 

o
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II,IJIFTRATIOtr IP. 18 

Dosr to the mrtheast basenent storqge 

rooB. Ibte hor the door ras cut to ret the heetrng 

plpes through. Ihe pipes a;re to be eet above the 

door frue ad'tbe door is to be patched and 

pal.nted. 

Photo: tlatloaal Serk Serrrice 
George l{. Cuehlqg Jr., Aprl1 L96, 

ISeg. on flle at Fark 
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IIlLIIgltst[IXOg ilo. rg 

northrest baseoent !.oom. $ote gas hot 

rater heater whLch ls to be remved,. tb€ floor 

ls tiled rrlth 8" x 8tt brteks. fhe raaher ard 

dryer requested by the Sryrerlatendcnt rhrld bc 

lnstalled. along the vragt raLL. 

Pboto: l$atlonal Park Serrrlce 
George M. Cushlng .Ir., dpriL fg6: 

ileg. on flle at Park 
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IITLUSIRATIO$, ryg. 30. 

Vlew of the laundry room looking tosards 

the northwest corner. lilote the bolrer to the rigbt 

of the flreplaee rith ite eoplrer cover and stean 

vent. The gtove for heattng flat irons ras Ln­

stalled, by Brooks Adans. Fr@ reeollecfi.ons of 

SuperLntend,ent Harrls and the paint marks on the 

floor, lt ls knoryn that a sheet of gal,nanized 

netal was Blaced. und,er thlg etove. In tbe far 

corner, behind, the sink, the floor boards have 

buckled, and. tnd,icate a wea,kness in the Jolst or 

sub-floorlng, Thl.s condition cannot be lnnesti­

gated, unless the entlre gink strueture is re@ved,. 

Photo: Natlonal Park Serrrl.ce 
Cervin Robinson, L9@: 

IlrlBS Negative 

n
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llfiItgxtsanolf
[ 
Im. 2L

att 

taltnalry no@ sborring the conerete 
-_-'-a-­

aggregate einks (set tubs). Ehle sl.nk con­

stnrctlon, including eabl.net to the left, ras 

tngtal,Ied, ln fghl+ to replaee a Boapstone sink 

that hail, broken. Ihe ortgtnal soapstone slnk 

was probably divtded into three eectlons and 

extended, from the nortlr sa]'l to the end, of the 

present conetructlon. 

Ptroto: ![atlona]. Park Senrlce 
George M. Cushlng Jr., Decenber f963 

Neg. on fl}e at Park 
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Flrst floor eorr:ldor pipe enclosure; 

north eide of the door to the gprden. I$Gff l.n­

sulatton rtll be needed to keep these plpcs frou 

freezlng. fte nerslnpere are the Bresent na&€­

ehlft lnstrlatl.on. 

Photo: ltatlonal' Fark Serrlee 
George M. Qrehlng .Ir., Aprtl Lfil 

Dg. ou flle at Park 

http:lnstrlatl.on
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II,IJ'SIRilTTOI| IO. 23 

Vls of 	 the northrest roou, second, floor. 
thle noom uea the eetrlng rooa and dorrbled es the 

rrtsLttng ladytg ualdts roon. Ttre thld floor 

ro@ are under the gEubrcr roof eDd do not bare 

flrepLaces. !.!Lss Mary Ogden Abbott (rrcse rctbcr 

ras au Adms) ctatd oD a rccent rdslt that ehe 

rl?8 ef,trays pleased ?rtt! tbe rray her f+"rt ly treated, 

the eernantc, thls add,itlon be{ng one of the rcst 

Bleesant partc of the bouse, rtth plenty of, llgbt 
aad ftne vlarg to the gard,ea and, fleldr. 

hto: 	 tattonst Eark Scrrlee 
Faaeb $trdl.og, llllton, Mase t Lg5j 

freg. on fl.l.e at Ferk 

n
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Orfgi'gaf ttn beth tub lartaltc0 by 

Charlcs Francl.s Aihus la tnc sccod floor bath­

106 tn tb LW adf,rtlon, hte farrcetg rrhlcb 

are Bmbably or.agln*I. 

Pboto: htloel Eark Senrlce 
G,eorge lf . Ctrshlng rfr., Aprll l#, 

ncg. on ftlc at hrh 
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