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INTRODUCTION

This report on the wild, scenic, and recreational qualities of the
Youghiogheny River in Maryland and Pennsylvania was prepared under
authority of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968,

Public Law 90-542, as amended. In the Act the Congress declared it

...to be the policy of the United States that certain selected
rivers of the Nation which, with their jmmediate environments,
possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic,
fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values,
shall be preserved in free-flowing condition, and that they and
their immediate environments shall be protected for the benefit
and enjoyment of present and future generations. The Congress
declares that the established national policy that would preserve
other selected rivers or sections thereof in their free-flowing
condition to protect the water quality of such rivers and to
fulfill other vital national conservation purposes.

The Act established the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System,
designated eight rivers as initial components of the system and
prescribed methods and standards by which additional rivers would be
added to the system. The Youghiogheny, between Gakland, Maryland and
Youghiogheny River Lake and between Youghiogheny Dam and Connellville,
Pennsylvania, was one of 27 rivers designated initially by the Act for
study as a potential addition to the national system. The study must
determine the suitability of the Youghiogheny River for inclusion in
the system, and, if it meets the established criteria, develop recom-
mendations pertaining to management of the river and its environment.

An interagency field task force, led by the Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service (formerly the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation), is
responsible for preparation of the requirved study. The task force was
composed also of representatives from the State of Maryland's Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, and Pennsylvania's Department of Environ-
mental Resources; the Interior Department's National Park Service,
Bureau of Mines, and Fish and Wildlife Service; the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency; the U.S. Forest Service; the Federal Power Commis-
sion; the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and the Qhio River Basin
Commission. Other Federal and State agencies, recreation and
conservation organizations, and interested groups have also been of
assistance throughout the course of this study.

The terms study corridor, visual corridor, and river corridor have the
same meaning and are used interchangeably throughout the report.
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SUMMARY

The interagency task force has concluded that the 22-mile segment
of the Youghiogheny River between Oakland and Friendsville,
Maryland and the 27-mile segment of the Youghiogheny between
Youghiogheny Dam and South Connellsville, Pennsylvania qualifies
for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. This
conclusion is based on the substantial natural values of the river,
especially 1its:

outstanding whitewater

The seven-mile segment between Ohiopyle and Stewarton, Pennsylvania
has become northeastern United States' most popular rafting and
kayaking river. MWhitewater experts have rated the Maryland section
as "difficult" to "exceedingly difficult”, requiring experience

and skill to navigate safely.

outstanding natural setting

Most of the Youghiogheny flows through a narrow, heavily-forested
gorge. The lush vegetation on the steep slopes, combined with
the swiftly flowing water, creates a setting of impressive
grandeur. Ohiopyle Falls (Pennsylvania) and Swallow Falls
(Maryland} are noted scenic areas. The Maryland segment has
retained its essentially primitive character.

excellent trout potential

With recent improvements in water quality, the Youghiogheny is
again supparting quality game fish. The Pennsylvania segment

is well stocked with trout fingerlings and has the capability

of becoming the finest trout stream in southwestern Pennsylvania.
The Maryland segment provides a challenge to the expert trout
fisherman and is considered unique in the State.

other notable values
The Youghiogheny River corridor is also notable for its

botanical variety, rich wildlife habitat, improving water
quality, and historic interest.




In addition to its considerable natural values, the Youghicgheny
meets the criteria established by the Secretaries of Agriculture and
Interior for evaluating wild and scenic rivers. Both study segments:

* are in a free-flowing natural condition. Neither segment has
been impounded, straightened, or otherwise modified.

* are long enough to provide a meaningful recreation experience.
The Pennsylvania segment is longer than the generally accepted
standard of 25 miles. The Maryland segment's outstanding
natural character makes it a worthy addition to the national
system, even though its length is sTightly less than what
is usually reguired.

* npormally have sufficient water volume during the recreation
season to permit full enjoyment of water-related outdoor
recreation activities.

* meet water quality criteria. In recent years, the Youghiogheny
has been restored to a conditicn which supports the propagation
of quality game fish. Further improvements are expected in
the next five years.

Classification

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act stipulates that every river included
in the national system shall be classified, designated and administered
as one of the following:

1. Wild River Areas - Those rivers or section of rivers that are free
of impoundments and generally inaccessible except by trail, with

watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and water unpolluted.

2. Scenic River Areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are
free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely
primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in
places by roads.

3. Recreational River Areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers
that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have
undergone some impoundment or diversion in the past.

The interagency field task force concluded that the 22-mile
Maryland segment gualifies as a WILD river and the 27-mile
Pennsylvania segment qualifies as a SCENIC river. The Maryland
segment meets the wild criteria because (1) it is in a free-flowing
condition, {2) its water quality is being upgraded to meet the
minimum criteria for primary contact recreation, (3) its shorelines
are assentially primitive, and (4) the vriver corridor is generally
inaccessible by road. The Pennsylvania segment generally meets
these criteria except that railroad tracks parallel its entire length
and therefore could not qualify as a wild river. 1t does, however,
meet the scenic criteria.



Recommendations

To preserve the Youghiogheny River in its free flowing condition and to
protect and enhance the river's natural values, it is recommended that:

{MARYLAND SEGMENT)

* The Governor of Maryland apply for National designation to the Secretary
of the Interior, in accordance with Section 2{a}{ii) of the Public Law
90-542, at such time as the State of Maryland would decide to include
the 22-mile segment of the Youghiogheny River between Oakland and
Friendsville, Maryland, as a component of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System.

* The entire study segment be classified as WILD in accord with Section
2{b) of P.L. 90-542.

* The protection boundary include the 11,400 acre area within the visual
corridor (1ine-of-sight from the viver as shown by the accompanying map.)

* The State of Maryland continue to implement and maintain land use
regulations which can protect the river's natural values. Such regu-
lations will be developed with the maximum involvement of Tocal govern-
ments and private citizens through established state procedure.

* The State of Maryland include in __,.J??._._

its application for national 41 Md
designation a plan which assures =
long term protection of the a
Youghiogheny, which quarantees ¥ |}
public access to the river and
an appropriate trail system

paralleling the river for )
recreational purposes and, at i
the same time, relieves Tocal
property owners of the iegal
burden imposed on them by

trespassers. l

f® FRIENDSVILLE

SANCG

RUN

* The State of Maryland develop
a8 trail system paralleling the
river. The State of Maryiand |
will consider utilizing l
abandoned railroads and tramways LAKE

for a trail system. '

* Water pollution abatement |
efforts be continued and, where |
possible, accelerated by the
State of Maryland, Tocal
governments, and appropriate |
federal agencies. Further
attention should be devoted to
abating acid mine pollution
from state and interstate sources
and eliminating untreated domestic
sewage, especially from the Qakland 5
area.

MILLER'S RUN

J @ OAKLAND N

DEEP CREEK



(PENNSYLVANIA SEGMENT)

* The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania designate the 27-mile segment of
the Youghiogheny River between Confluence and South Connelisville,
Pennsylvania as a component of the Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers System.

*

The Governor of Pennsylvania apply for National designation to the
Secretary of the Interior, in accordance with Section 2{(a){ii) of
the Public Law 90-542, at such time as the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania would decide to include the Youghigoheny River as a component
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

* The entire study segment be classified as SCENIC in accord with
Section 2(b} of P.L. 90-542.

*

The protection boundary include the 10,300 acre area within the
visual corridor {line-of-sight from the river as shown on the
accompanying map).

*

The local governments, with
assistance from the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania,
implement and maintain
zaning requlations for
approximately 3,500 acres,
to assure that development
visible from the river is
compatible with the pur-
poses of river designation.

@ CONNELLSVILLE
® SOUTH CONNELLSVILLE

* The Commonwealth of BRUNLK #Ne STEWARTON
Pennsylvania continue to RUN
develop and implement

N
strategies to promote y

safety and prevent environ- 0 .
mental degradation of the ‘ X

whitewater stretch between OHIOPYLE . .
Ohiopyle and Bruner Run. Seale in  Miles

* Water pollution abatement
efforts be continued and
accelerated wherever C
possible by the Common- Ygx’EﬂmGHENY
wealth of Pennsylvania R LAKE
in coordination with
local and Federal con- Pa.
cerns. The Department ————m——
would carefully monitor :
strip mining activities
in the Casselman River
watershed.
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This section, THE RESQURCE, applies the "Guidelines for Evaluating Wild,
Scenic and Recreational Rivers Areas", published by the Secretaries of
Interior and Agriculture, to the resource inventory of the river and

its surroundings.

THE RIVER'S ENVIRONMENT

The River

Heavily forested Backbone Mountain, Maryland's highest {3360 feet above
sea level), extends, spine straight, northeasterly half-way across
Garrett County from West Virginia. Backbone Mountain forms part of the
Eastern Continental Divide, separating the Tand that drains via the
Youghiogheny to the Gulf of Mexico, from the Atlantic seaboard land
drained by the Potomac.

Runoff from Backbone Mountain gathers into Silver Lake {elevation 2492
feet) in West Virginia. In the 1-3/8 miles from Backbone's highest point
to Silver Lake the Tand and water course drops 868 feet. The Youghiogheny
River spills out of Silver Lake and for the next 20 miles drops less than
150 feet as it gently meanders, sometimes accompanied by roads or by the
tracks of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad through rolling pasture land.

By the time the Youghiogheny passes under the Herrington Manor Road Bridge
at Oakland, the southern terminus of the Maryland study segment, several
tributary streams have joined the river. The flow is calm as the Youghio-
gheny disappears around a bend into a relatively remote area of few roads.
For the next six miles downstream from Oakland the river is a series of
placid pools - it drops only five feet per mile. Gradually. the river
valley narrows and the slopes along the stream grow steeper and higher.

The Youghiogheny then enters a four mile stretch of falls and rapids.
This white water section is studded with large boulders, and in places
rock ledges hang a hundred feet above the stream. The river drops 280
feet in the four miles to Hoyes Run. Swallow Falls State Park is Tocated
atong this section of the river. Visitors can enjoy this area's dramatic
scenery on the drive to the park and while walking to Swallow Falls.
Maryland's highest waterfall is also Tocated in the park. Muddy Creek
Joins the Youghiogheny in a spectacutar 70 foot cascade down an evergreen
clad slope.

At Swallow Falis the Youghiogheny enters a deep valley that extends nearly
T5 miles to Friendsville., At places the steep sides tower more than 800
feet above the river. The defile is impressive as it has the remote
atmosphere of a semi-wilderness; the ferests, although mastly second and
third growth hardwoods, are impressive and the white water is spectacular.
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Beyond Swallow Falls, northward, the river
drops so sharply that it disappears from
sight behind the massive boulders littering
the canyon floor. At Hoyes Run, the river
drop becomes more gradual and from Hoyes

Run to Gap Falls the gradient is only ten
feet per mile, but at Gap Falls the rate

of descent increases again, to 88 feet per
mile, and in some places it exceeds 100

feet per mile., Through this boulder strewn
course the Youghiogheny is a wild runaway
torrent. The Gap Falls to Kendall Run is
the roughest white water section of the
river in Maryland. These continuous rapids
are & natural slalom course for kavaking,
set within the confines of a narrow defile
with towering bluffs and steep slopes - all
densely wooded with evergreens, deciduous
trees and rhododendron thickets. The rough
deep valley stretch is unique in almost every
respect, but it is only for the most experienced
experts in covered craft or special, heavy
duty rafts. During extremely high flows

the river is too dangerous to be run safely,
and during the mid-summer there may not be
enough flow to float the river.

Before reaching Kendall, an old mining town
long reclaimed by the forests, the river is
funneled through a very impressive narrows.
From Kendall to Friendsville the valley
appears to open slightly. The gradient of
this three mile run is 29 feet/mile. While
the white water here is less difficult than
in the reach that preceded, it is still for
experts. The road bed of a tram that once
ran from Friendsville to Kendall remains
and can be followed along the river's east
bank.

The corporate boundary of Friendsville forms
the northern Timit of the Maryland Wild and
Scenic River Study segment of the Youghiogheny
River. Friendsville is located on a bend in
the river and is surrounded by hills. Below
the town the river meets the backwater of
seventeen mile long Youghiogheny River Lake,
an Army Corps of Engineers flood control
project build to protect Pittsburgh.

10



Conne}lsville

.

South
fonnellsville

Q\;v 1]
The lake is enclosed by steep slopes and T
during times of high water is very scenic. : VNSRS
The reservoir is open to the public for o a2300K0
recreation at several points and can be - - S
navigated in an open canoe. N
Below the Youghiogheny River Lake dam SN

the river resumes its free flow. This point
forms the southern terminus of the Pennsylvania
study segment. One mile below the dam the
river flows past Confluence, a town of some

954 people. Here the Casselman River and .
Laurel Hill Creek join the Youghiogheny. o
With the added flow of these two streams, '
the river grows broad and powerful. From
Cenfluence to Ohiopyle, the next town, the
river drops 120 feet in 11-1/2 miles, as it
flows through an immense canyon. Laurel Hill
peaks at an elevation of 2900 feet, 1600 feet
above the river. Rapids composed of Targe
boulders and sharp ledges can be run by
experienced canoeists - it is an impressive
area. Much of the area is owned by
Pennsylvania and used either as state
gamelands or as part of Chiopyle State Park.

'S
P
Ohiopyle means "white-foam water over rocks" v, 25741
in the Algonquian language. It is an gy
appropriate name for Ohiopyle Falls, an enor-

mous, heavy white water 300 yard long rapid .

and fall Tocated on a U-shaped loop of the

river. Below the falls it is possible to -
re-launch rafts and kayaks into a series ™~
of six major rapids. Bounding the Toop ‘\N\
at Ohiopyle, the river swings into a deep ~.
gorge where mountains and whitewater form

a breathtaking scene. The river funnels PENNSYLVANIA SEGMENT

past great boulders and at places is nearly
blocked by the huge rocks. Downstream from
the loop the gorgg becomes increasingly YOUGHTOGHENY RIVER
spectacuiar within confining narrows between —

the 500 foot high bluffs. At places the (] Steep slopes
rhododendron and Taurel seem to dip into

the water. The whitewater is less difficult
for the next few miles, then above Stewarton
another series of six rapids is encountered.
The section of the river between Chiopyle and
Stewarton is the East's most heavily used
section of whitewater, Most visitors raft

0 ] 2 Miles
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this segment with commercial whitewater outfitters-and guides.
Over this seven mile stretch the river drops 150 feet.

From Stewarton to South Connellsville the river continues in its
spectacular gorge. Below the Indian Creek Junction tree clad bluffs
tower 1300 feet directly above the river. Through this ten mile
stretch the river drops 100 feet. At South Connellsville, the
northern terminus of the Pennsylvania study segment, the river
Teaves its wild gorge and enters the industrial expanse of

Connellsville.

The remaining 45 miles to McKeesport contrast with the upstream
sections of the Youghiogheny. The gradient decreases steadily and
averages three feet per mile through this lower section. The last
25 miles of the river are industrialized.

Summary Statement

The Youghiogheny River can be described only in superiatives -
even the casual observer is impressed with the outstandingly
remarkable qualities of the river's scenery and jts whitewater.
Throughout both the Maryland and Pennsylvania study segments,
the river flow is unimpeded - it meets the classification
criteria of free-flowing. Much of the shoretine, particularly
in Maryland, is accessible only by trail and is heavily
forested and undeveloped.

Page 13 and the diagram below quantify some of the Youghiogheny's

features. 3
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Table 1 RIVER CHARACTERISTILS

The Youghiogheny's most cutstanding characteristic is its gradient, a BN

very steep 28 feet per mile average for the two study segments. Other
notable statistics about the river and the study area are:

THE RIVER BASIN

located in: Preston County, W. VA, Garrett County, Md., Somerset,
Fayette, Westmoreland and Allegheny Counties, Pa,

1764 square miles in size
[33 overall river length
2500 elevation at source 719 elevation at mouth
1781 overall change in elevation 3.4 average gradient
2980 cubic feet per second discharge at mile 15,3

THE WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY AREA

defined as: Garrett County, Md.; Somerset and Fayette Counties, Pa.

Maryland Study Segment - 22 miies long - Oakland to Friendsville

2356 feet of elevation at Qakland 289 cfs flow at Qakland
1490 feet of elevation at Friendsville 637 cfs flow at Friendsviile
866 feet change in elevation 38.8 feet/mile average gradient

*Extremely difficult whitewater for experienced experts, only in decked
craft or rubber rafts. Rapids range in difficulty from Ciass | easy
through {lass V exceedingly difficuit. Portage required around Swallow
Faiis series. The Hoyes Run to Sang Run stretch is the only open boat
stretch that is served by road access.

Penpsylvania Study Segment - 27 miles Jong - Youghiogheny Dam to South
Connellsville

1315 feet of elevation Youghicgheny Dam 1957 cfs flow at Conflliance

890 feet of elevation at Scuth Connelisville 2540 cfs flow at
Connellisville

h25 foot change in elevation 15.9 feet/mile average gradient

*Whitewater varied Class | easy to Llass IV very difficult rapids, Portage
\{Pquired around Ohiopyle Falls. J//

The river rating system is based on the International System and is identified

as follows:

Class | - Easy with occasional small rapids consisting of low, regular,
wave patterns.

Class Il = Medium difficulty where ranids occur more frequently, usually
retaining a regular wave patiern.
iass 1il - Difficult with numerous rapids with higher, irreguiar standing

waves, breakers whirlpoois, and eddies,
Class IV - Very difficult with long, extensive stretches of rapids with
high, irregular standing waves and difficuit breakers, eddies,
and whirlpools.
Exceedingly difficult with Tong continuous stretches of rapids
consisting of difficult, irreqular breakers and unavoidable
partially submerged boulders in the path of the channel.

Class V

13



Geology and Minerals

The Youghiogheny River drains a portion of the Alleaheny Mountains which
are a subdivision of the Appalachians, the East's uplands. The Alle-
ghenies extend from north central Pennsylvania through Maryland and well
into West Virginia. These complex mountains hold the highest elevation

of all three states. The Youghiogheny has its source on Backbone Mountain
and works its way through the prominent Laurel Hill and Chestnut ridges.

The Alleghenies are old hills, in geologic terms, as are all the
Appalachians. They have a long, complex history that began more than

500 million years ago during the paleozoic era. For more than 300 million
years the Appalachian (Allegheny} area was a long trough filled by an

arm of the ocean. For about 250 million years, sediments from eroding
uplands washed into the area, slowly adding to the accumulating debris

of marine skeletons. In later ages, the trough became a low lying

swamp, teeming with primitive insects and reptiles. Two hundred million
years ago, conditions changed and a geologic event known as the Appalachian
Orogeny (mountain making) occurred. Pressures in the earth's crust caused
the area to buckle and contort as the region was uplifted. The sea bottom
and swamp sediments, thousands of feet thick, were pressed into hugh

folds. Entombed were plant remajg 3 : ayrs. caal bad

The mountains produced by the
early uplift were rugged and
may have 1ooked much Tike
today's Alps. Time and the
forces of erosion have round-
ed these ancient hills and
subdued their height, but they
remain a rugged barrier, at
places inaccessible, with their
cl1iffs and gorges always the
dominant landscape feature.

The minerals contained in the
Youghiogheny region of the
Alleghenies are all associa-
ted with the area's sedimen-
tary rocks. They include
limestone which has both agri-
cultural and construction
applications, fire clays for
bricks, high silica sandstanes
{glass) and, of course, coal
which is the most important
mineral commodity in the area.

ROCK FORMATIONS ALONG THE YOUGHIOGHENY
In 1975, coal production in Fayette, Somerset, and Garrett Counties was
approximately 10.5 million short tons, with an estimated value of aver

$250 million. Somerset County accounted for about 57% of this total,

with an estimated value of $160 million. The bituminous coal reserve
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base* in Fayette County is estimated at almost 1.1 billion tons, while
Somerset County's reserve base is 1.3 billion tons. Garrett County has
a reserve base of about 633,700,000 tons or about 316,900,000 tons of
recoverable reserves. These coals have a variable sulfur content

(1-5%, 2-3% average) and moderate (10-15%) ash content, an amount

which exceeds the Environmental Protection Agency's emission standards.
However, mechanical cleaning can significantly reduce these values and
allow some of the coals to be utilized in blending for coke manufacture.
Coal rank is high volatile A to medium volatile bituminous.

Based on a review of minerals literature and using engineering procedures

and geological inferences, the U.S. Bureau of Mines has calculated the

coal reserve base within the Youghiogheny River study corridor. The

Pennsyivania segment of the study corridor is estimated to hold 19 million

tons of coal, while the Maryland segment contains 11 million tons. Based

on an acquisition cost of nearly $2 per ton of coal in the ground, the

total cost of acquiring coal rights along the 49-mile river corridor

would be $50 to $60 million. The total value of the coal reserves to be

committed amounts to over $500 million based on current spot prices for .
coal in this geographical area.

In 1976, three active coal strip mines were reported in the Youghiogheny
River drainage basin, just northwest of McHenry, Maryland. Six other
small active coal strip mines were also reported in the vicinity of
Friendsville, Maryland.

In addition to coal reserves, two other fossil fuel resources are located
in the study area. Fayette County presently accounts for five proven
natural gas field wells and Somerset County is the site of an exploratory
0il well. Two small gas fields in the central part of the Garrett County
produce limited amounts of natural gas. A depleted gasfield at Accident,
Maryland, is presently being used as a storage reservoir. None of these
gasfields is located directly within the river corridor.

Other mineral resources in the study areas are sand and gravel deposits,

Timestone, clays, and peat. A sand and gravel pit near Sang Run has

intermittent production, and another nearby in the vicinity of River Hill

is active. Limestone and sandstone have been quarrvied in the past within

the visual corridor of the Pennsylvania segment; these resources appear

to be virtually unlimited. Two active limestone quarries are located ‘

near Sang Run. ‘
I

Two major producers of refractories {(heat resistant materials used in
lining furnaces, etc.) operate open pit clay mines near Ohiopyle. The
¢lay used is unique because of its high density and suitability for use
in the manufacture of superduty refractories. No estimate of mineable
clay reserves is currently available.

*The "reserve base" is an estimate of the amount of coal reserves,.while
"macoverable reserves” is the total amount of coal which is economically
and technologically mineable at this time. It consists of coal beds 28

inches or more in thickness which could be mined by underground means to
a maximum depth of 1,000 feet or which could be strip mined to a maximum

depth of overburden of 120 feet.
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summary >tatement

Geologic activity in the study area has produced a rugged

landscape that contributes substantially to the Youghiogheny's

scenic beauty. Also, that activity has created a valuable

mineral commodity--coal--in commercially exploitable guantity.

Other mineral resources are also important to the economy of the area.

Soils

Soils Tink geologic foundations with vegetation and greatly
influence the appearance of the Youghiogheny study area (see
s0il associations map on the next page}. The soils have
developed on the materials weathered from the underlying
rocks which are shales, sandstones and limestones. The wet-
land areas, Jocated in poorly drained depressions, accumutate
erosional materials and are rich in organic matter. Peat has
developed in the glades and has potential economic value as

a soil conditioner,

In addition to significantly determining agricultural productivity,
soils also influence development possibilities. The potential use
of land is affected by a number of factors, including depth to
bedrock, permeability, slope, wetness, and stoniness. Much of

the Youghiogheny study area is steeply sloping land which is
unfriendly to construction. This is another factor contributing
to the region's sparse development. Use is for the most part
concentrated in the areas of the most favorable site and sofl
condition.

Summary Statement

Unfavorable slope and soil conditions within the
Youghiogheny River corridor have discouraged agriculture
and other development.

Vegetation

One of the features of the high Alleghenies is their boreal (sub-
arctic) forests and mountain bogs known locally as glades.
Cranesville Swamp, on the Maryland-West Virginia border, has
received recognition under the National Natural Landmark Program

as a site that possesses "exceptional value as an illustration
interpreting the natural history of the Nation." This swamp,

Tike other mountain glades in the Alleghenies, occupies a natural
high elevation frost pocket. Cranesville Swamp drains sluggishly
jnto Muddy Creek which flows over a six mile course into the
Youghiogheny at Swallow Falls State Park via a 70 foot high water-
fall. The cool moist conditions of the mountain bogs support plant
and animal communities characteristic of the more northerly latitudes
of Maine and Quebec. These areas are jmportant for nature study and
serve as significant remnants of North America's glacial past.

More than two-thirds of the Youghiogheny Study area is forested
predominantly with northern hardwoods - oak, beech, birch, maple,
higkory, ash and elm. White pine and hemlock stands relieve the
sameness of the broad leaf trees, while rhododendron and mountain
laurel thickets are found in hollows and along stream valleys.
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Number

SOIL ASSOCYATIONS

YOUGHIOGHENY

Name

Dekalb~Gilpin-
Cookport

Gilpin-Cookport-
Dekalb

Dekalp-Lalvin-
Gilpin

Gilpin-Wharton-
bekalb

Rayng=Barkg-
Hazelron

Atkins=~
Monongahel a=
Purdy

Gilpin-Wharton~
Ernest

Monengahela-
Philo=-Atkins

Dekalb-Hazelton-
Cookport

Upshur-
Albrights

KIYER

Characteristics

Very stony upland locans; moderate to severe slope,
well-drained and moderately well drained; fair
wildlife habitat potential (woodland type};
suitable for watershed protection and cutdoor
recreation; very good woodlana groguctivity;
moderate limitations far secon¢ homesitas, roads
and trails,

Similar to nuvwber 1 except sorewhat less stony;
severe limits for on-site septic tanks.

Similar 1a nunber 1 except tniformly wall drainsd;
Suitable for some kinds of outdder recreation.

Gently sloping to steep, moderately deen to deep,
well drained and maderately well drained upland
loams; fair to good wildlife hablizat sitzrtial
{open land and woodland types); very good
wondland productivity; suitaple for outdoor
recreation; moderate limits for second hamesftas.
Limitations caused by wetmess, not suitshie for
roads, trzlis, and timder cutting.

Moderate to sesvere slcpe, well drained soits on
uplarce; auized for wilaiife racitar lasen Ja-d
and woodland); good woodland, moderate limitations
for homesites, roads, trails, and timber cutting.

Moderate slope, poorly to moderately, well
drained soils on upland valleys and flood plains;
open space uses: well suited to wetlands wild-
life; good woodland suitability; severe limits
for homesites, roads, and trails; adeguate for
outdoor recreation and timber harvesting.

Simifar to number 4.

Moderate slope, severe flood hazard; deep, poarly
to moderateiy well drained; well suited for
wildlife habitat (open land and woodland);
suitable for open space and outdoor recreaticn
uses; severe limits for second homesites, septic
tanks, roads, tralls, and timber cotting,

Similar to number 1 except Hazelton scils are
non-~stony and well suited for wildlife habitat
{open land and woodiand).

Moderate to severe sfope, deep, well drained
to poorly drained, reddish upland soils; well

sujted for wildlife habitat {open land and woodland);
suitable For outdoor recreation, crops and woodland);

severe limits for second homesites, septic tanks,
and roads, suitable for trails and timber cutting.
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The forest that appears today is much different from the tree cover that
originally stood in the area. Timber cutting has changed the region from
mostly pine and hemlock, mixed with some hardwoods, to an area of second
and third growth hardwood forests. Gone also are the chestnuts, victims
of the chestnut blight. In Maryland, the forests around the Youghiogheny
were cut over in the period from 1900 to 1920. The area has recovered,
but as recently as thirty years ago the river corridor would not have
shown its present unspoiled appearance - an appearance that is as much

a result of the presence of nature as it is of the absence of man's
development. Loggers reached almost all parts of the Youghiogheny valley
with the exception of Swallow Falls, where virgin stands of pine and hem-
lock survive. More recently, logging has been conducted near the west
side of the river just downstream from Qakland. A two mile stretch on the
west side opposite Hoyes Run has been virtually clear cut from the ridge
to several hundred feet from the river, and substantial logging has taken
place downstream from Gap Falls on the west side.

At Ohiopyle the Youghiogheny loops almost completely back on itself,
creating a 160 acre peninsula known as Ferncltiff. With the exception

of the steep slopes along the river, this area was Tumbered in 1911 and
again in 1947. The steep slopes which were never cut, are dominated by
hemlocks and white pine and provide a dramatic backdrop to Ohiopyle Falls
and the rapids contained in the river's loop. Ferncliff has received
recognition as a National Natural Landmark because it is one of the best
and most typical examples of a late {maturing) successional forest in the
Alleghenies. It is an area of interpretative significance and it is of
great value for nature study. At least thirty different kinds of plants
of the southern Appalachians vreach their northern limit along the Youghio-
gheny near Ferncliff and, due to the diversity of conditions, the area has
an unusually rich variety of plant life.

The Fish and Wildlife Service is investigating several species of plants

as candidates for possible inclusion on the Official List of Threatened
Plant Species of the Department of the Interior. This includes the
Platanthera peramcena, which may be found near the Youghiogheny in a

dry bog in the foothills of Laurel Hill. Panax quinguefolius and Hydrastis
canadensis may possibly grow along the Youghiogheny in Garrett County.

Summary Statement

The Youghiogheny study area offers interesting contrasts of botanical
variety with its upland glades and lowland laurel thickets, Cranes-
ville Swamp and Ferncliff.

Fish and Wildlife

The heavily forested habitat of the river area supports abundant wildlife.
The whitetail deer is the major big.game animal, but other smaller species
are hunted or trapped, including gray and red squirrels, fox squirrel,
rabbit, gray and red fox, raccoon, oppossum, beaver, otter, mink, muskrat,
and woodchuck. In Garrett County, squirrels are hunted more than any
other game species. Game birds include the wild turkey, ruffed grouse,
woodcock and, to a lesser extent, ring-necked pheasant. Numerous non-

game species are present, with songbirds and hawk varieties being abundant.
Migratory waterfow!l make only moderate use of impoundments in the basin.
Reptiles and amphibians common to the Northeast are also abundant. Reptiles
present include wood turtle, snapping turtle, painted turtle, and green
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snake. Bull frogs, leopard frogs, spotted salamanders, and red spotted
newts are but a few of the resident amphibians. The Cranesville Swamp,
noted in the vegetation section, supports an extraordinary number of
different reptile, bird, and mammal species.

The Endangered Species Act of 1973 recognized both threatened and endangered
species. The Youghiogheny Basin contains both rare species and vital habitat
areas. The bog turtle, {Clemmys muhlenbergi), whose status is undetermined, is
very rare and is found in bog areas such as Cranesville Swamp, which is located
Jjust outside of the study corridor. It is being considered as a candidate for
the official 1ist of threatened species. The Eastern Fox Squirrel is also

very rare but its status has also not been determined; it is found in

certain tributary valleys. Black bear and bobcats, while not Tisted by the U.S.
Department of the Interior, are becoming more and more uncommon. They stil)
inhabit the area. The endangered American peregrine falcon does not presently
nest in the Youghiogheny Basin, however, the habitat is suitable for this
species. Until there was widespread use of DDT and other long-lasting pesticides,
the falcon nested by the thousands throughout its North American range - from
Alaska to Mexico - including even New York, Philadelphia, and other big cities.
Now that these chemicals have been banned, efforts are being made at New York's
Cornell University to breed captive birds for experimental release at historic
eyrie sites, with the hope of restoring the nearly extinct species to its
former range. The remote hills of the Youghiogheny Basin were once part of
their habitat and could perhaps again serve as a nesting area, although
presently there are no schedules for releases in the area. In Garrett County,
the green salamander, the northern coal skink, and the mountain earth snake

are endangered.

The entire Maryland study segment possesses excellent water for the propagation
of brook, brown, and rainbow trout, in addition to other species of fish.

In recent years, intensive stocking and the improvement of water quality have
resulted in a considerable increase in the natural production of many

species. Northern pike, pickerel, walleye, small and large mouth bass, are
also found in pools along the river. The Maryland seciton of the Youghiogheny
contains some of the most challenging trout fishing water in the state.

In addition to game fish, the Maryland section has a diverse fish population

of very rare or extirpated fish which could add scientific interest.

The Pennsylvania segment of the Youghiogheny abounds with outstanding trout
habitat from Ohiopyle to Connellisville, primarily as a result of the Pennsylvania
Fish Commission's biennial stocking of fingerling brown trout. Recruitment of
trout from tributary streams has been validated. Natural reproduction of

fish populations is expected to increase with the enhancement of water quality
in the Casselman River - a major tributary of the Youghiogheny. According

to the Pennsylvania Fish Commission, mine acid control for the Casselman basin,
which downgrades this largest and potentially best cold water fishery in south-
eastern Pennsylvania, should receive the highest priority. Walleye, large
mouth bass and northern pike are also found in this stream segment. From
Ohiopyle through the lower reaches of the study segment, water temperatures

are higher and in addition to trout, the fish population consists mostly of
northern pike, walleye, large and small mouth bass and muskelunge.

Summary Statement

The Youghiogheny River and its surroundings offer an abundant
habitat for a rich variety of animal species.
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Climate

The high elevation of the Alleghenies affect the region's climate.
The Youghiogheny area tends to be wetter, cooler, and cloudier than

. the surrounding portions of Maryland, Pennsylvania and West Virginia.
As with the remainder of the Northeastern United States, the region
is well suited for year-round recreational activities. The table
that follows summarizes and generalizes the Youghiogheny's climate.

Table 2 CLIMATE

('Total Annual Precipitation 45.9 inches/yea;‘\
Normal Distribution of Precipitation 3.8 inches/month
Snow 60 inches/year
Norma! January Temperature Range 22-43 degrees
Normal July Temperature Range 58-82 degrees
Average Number of Freeze Free Days 222 days
Average Number of Days above 90°F 4 days
Average Hours of Sunshine tess than 2200 hours

k\iﬂérrisburg more than 2400 hours; Annapolis more than 2600 hours) ’)

Summary Statement

Precipitation, dependable in both amount and distribution, is the
area's most significant climate feature. Only during exceptional

. years is there insufficient precipitation to maintain adaquate
recreation flows within the Youghiogheny River.




THE RIVER IN HISTORY

Archeology

The Youghiogheny Valley was extensively occupied over a period of more
than 10,000 years. It was a major passageway for people moving between
the Potomac VYalley and the Ohio Valley. Archeological records reveal
that the first Indians were nomadic people who lived by hunting. Later
they became village dwellers who not only hunted but grew c¢rops, made
pottery, and worked with a variety of tools.

Of the twenty sites of archeoclogical interest in the valley, all except
one are under the waters of Youghiogheny Reservoir most of the time. Only
during periods of very Tow pool are any of the sites available for study.
However, there are many other sites that are known to exist along the
river outside of the reservoir, but there has never been a proper survey
to determine their number or extent.

Excavations near Sang Run have disclosed evidence of occupancy by
Monongaheia Indians during Middle and Late Woodland Intervals {900 -
1600 A.D.), but they unaccountably disappeared during the early 1600's
leaving the land unoccupied. This culture, which may have descended
from the highly developed cuitures of the Mississippi Valley, built
dome-shaped huts within stockaded villages often situated in commanding
positions on hilltops. The culture's artistry is evidenced by finds of
many stone and pottery fragments., They subsisted by farming, hunting
and fishing.

Archeological study of the Fort Hill site east of Confluence reveaied
two palisaded Indian villages with extensive house and burial remains,
dating from the Discovery Period {1500 - 1700).

History

The Delawares, Shawrees, and Iroquois were known to have used the area

as a hunting and fishing ground. Indian mounds have been found in
numerous places, particularily along the streams. The best known was
Redstone 01d Fort, located at the present site of Brownsville. During

the mid-1700's, white men began showing a real interest in the area.

Prior to that time, the area had been traversed by a number of traders

and other wanderers, but they left no permanent mark. Both the French

and English claimed the area. The French erected forts along the Ohio

and the British considered this an intrusion on their territory. In

1753, the alarmed Governor of English Virginia, whose ferritorial

¢laims extended to the Ohio country, sent Major George Washington to
protect the French action. A short three months later, Lt. Col. Washington,
at the head of a force of 150 militiamen, returned from Virginia to secure
the Forks of the Qhio. Learning that the French had ejected the English
garrison and were erecting Fort Duquesne at the forks, the Virignians
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HISTORICAL RESCURCES

1. *Bs0 Railroad Station. Oakland {1884)
One of the oldest railroad stations in the country., It is a large brick structure of architectural
interest and has a circular tower with a conical roof as its most notable feature. The brick work
is incredibly varied and imaginative with recesses and projections of various shapes and sizes,

2. Courthouse. Oakland {1907}
The Courthouse's architectural importance stens from its neo-classical Renaissance Revival masonary
construction in the form of a Latin Cross with & central rotunda.

3. #Casselman Bridge. (1813)

A stone bridge bujlt as part of the National Road, at the time it was the longest single-arch span
in the country.

4,  Meadows Encampment. (1755)
Braddock's army divided here for the assault on Forc Duguesne.

Fayette County, Pennsylvania

5 %Fallingwater.
Completed in 1939, this multi-level sandstone and concrete house is ope of Frank Lloyd Wright's most
widely acclaimed works. Set over the waterfall of Bear Run, the hcuse and its surroundings form an
Integral component of the environment.

6. Wharton Iron Furnace,
Tron Furnace built by Andrew Stewart. In operation until 1873, only the stone stack remains.

7. *Fort Necessity National Battlefield. L
Site of First cattle of the French and Indian War, July 3, 1754, Washington, with a force of Virginia
mititia, was farced to surrender the small stockade., S$tockade and storehouse have beem reconstructed.

8. Orchard Camp.

Braddock's army camped here on June 25, 1755, enroute to Fort Duquesne. Braddock also died and was
buried here July 12, two days after his defeat by the French and Indians.

9. Hatf King's Rocks.
Site of Half King's {Tanacharison) camp. Half King, a Seneca chief, was an ardent ally of the
English. He accompanied Washington on many of his trips and was with him at Fort Necessity.

10.  Hopwood.
Hopwood {Monroe) was the most popular stopping place along the National Road. At least seven
of the original taverns are still standing.

11. %Searights Tallhouse.
One of six tollhcuses built by Pennsylvania after the State acquired contral of the Mational Road.
The recently restored structure consists of two story, octagonal tower and two rear rooms, all of
brick.

12. *lsaac Mason House.
Two and one half story, stone, Georgian house with one story wing attached to each gable. Features
large prajecting central Fable and 2 fine pedimented entrance, flat keystone window arches, and an
elegant fanlight and highly decorated gable. The 1saac Mason House is of architectural importance.

Somerset County, Pennsylvania

13. Fort Hill) Site.
Site of two palisaded fndian villages with extensive house and buriai remains,

14,  Harmon Husband House.
Site of Harmon Husband's farm. Husband was a political activist. Faorced to flee North Caralina,
where he was a leader of the "Requlators,' he settled on a farm near here. He was a member of the
Pennsylvania General Assembly, (1777-1790), and was one of the thirieen insurrectionists arrested
and taken to Philadelphia during the Whiskey Rebellion in ¥794.

15. Natiagnal Road Tollhouse.
Stone tollhouse with octagonal tower erected when Pennsylvania took over control of the Mational Road.

Maryland and Pennsylvania

16. U. 5. Route 40 - "The MNational Road" (1811)
Braddock's Wilderness Road {1755); Washington's Route (1753-54); Colonel Cresap's Trail (1751);
Indian Trail,

rEarrett County, Maryland "

|* On National Register of Historic Places. o
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proposed to fortify themselves at the mouth of Redstone Creek on the
Monongahela, where they would be in a position to mount an attack down-
stream. A search for a wagon road to make this advance brought Washing-
ton to the Great Crossing (of the Youghiogheny River) on May 18, 1754.
Encountering high water, he explored down the Youghiogheny as far as
Ohiopyle Falls, with the "white frothy waters" of Indian Tore. However,
here the river was "narrow and with many eddies, full of rocks and rapids”.
He found Turkeyfoot (Confluence, Pa.} to be suitable for the location of
a fort, noting its good gravel foundation. Washington crossed at
Turkeyfoot and continued to Great Meadows. Learning of the French pre-
sence in the vicinity, he surprised a party of fifty in Jumonville Glen
after marching his men all night in the rain. M. de Jumonville, the
commander, and nine others were killed in the skirmish. The Jumonville
Cross on Chestnut Ridge is now a landmark and Jumonville Glen has been
acquired by the National Park Service. The Virginians then began to
build a palisade at Fort Necessity, intending to hold their prisoners
until reinforcements arrived. Other detachments completed a road to
Redstone Creek. The French arrived first, surrounded Fort Necessity, and
compelled the Virginians to capitulate and return to Virginia, leaving
their cannon and equipment behind. Fort Necessity National Battlefield
contains a replica of the original wooden fort.

In the follwing spring (1755), the British sent General Braddock to
dislodge the French but he was killed and his troops routed. However,
Braddock made a significant contribution to the opening of the wilderness
by building a recad from Cumberland to the Great Crossing. His grave is
maintained along U.S. Route 40 at Orchard Camp near Fort Necessity.

The British Army under General Forbes returned again in 1758 and succeeded
in capturing Fort Duquesne and ending French control of western Pennsyl-
vania. George Washington accompanied all of the English military expeditions.

In later years, George Washington returned several times to western
Pennsylvania to inspect land holdings that he had acquired while in
military service. On his visit in 1784 he was also looking for a canal
route to connect the Potomac to the Ohio River. The Little Youghiogheny
(Casselman River) interested him the most, but as Pennsylvania and Virginia
had competing interests at the time, he could not choose a route through
Pennsylvania. On his return via Qakland, Maryland on September 26, 1784,
Washington crossed "the Great branch of Yohiogany, which is about 25 or
30 yards over and impassable on account of the Rapidity of the Water,
quantity of Stone, and Falls therin”. He would have liked to discount
these shortcomings, "but then, the Yohiogany lyes altogether in the State
of Pennsylvania, whose inclination would be opposed to the extension of
this navigation, as it would be the inevitable means of withdrawing from
the trade of all their western territory",
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Although the canal crossing was never to be realized, men in the next
century would construct a railroad following the canal route that
Washington had chosen. The upper Youghiogheny River has little claim
on history's notice to date, although the railroad made Oakland a
popular mountain resort in the 189Q0's. Nevertheless, the area was
important to the Nation's growth.

One of the early industries of importance to the area was the iron
industry. The first iron furnace west of the Alleghenies was erected
in 1789 along Jacobs Creek, a tributary of the Youghiogheny River in
Fayette County. The proximity of iron ore, limestone, water power, and
extensive timber for charcoal encouraged the spread of the infant
industry through other western Pennsylvania counties. This early
technology was the forerunner of the higher developed iren and steel
industry of which Pittsburgh is the modern center.

The early blast furnace was built of stone, the usual shape being rectan-
gular, tapering toward the top. Generally located alongside a hill, it
was Joaded or charged from the top with iron ore, limestone, and charcoal
for fuel. An air blast was forced through the stack of water-powered
bellows. The product, molten pig iron, emerged from the bottom of the
furnace and flowed into sand molds lTocated in the casting house. The
slag was drawn off enroute and discarded. Massive dumps of this slag

are the only reminders of many furnaces now abandoned to time. Pig iron
from the casting molds went on to a nearby forge where it was heated and
hammered into bar iron. Bar or merchant iron was shaped into tools or
implements by blacksmiths or processed into sheets or striped in separate
mills.

Operations at an early blast furnace required 15 to 20 men around the
clock and the support jobs such as making charcoal and hauling supplies
and materials increased the work force to between 60 and 80. Also, from
30 to 50 horses were needed. The workers generally Tived in one or two
room log cabins in small communities fostered by the iron works. The
remains of many stone furnaces can be found along the tributaries of

the Youghiogheny. One of these furnaces, the Wharton Furnace in Fayette
County, was restored in 1962 by the Commonweaith as a memorial to the iron
industry. The stack and millrace of the Wharton Furnace have survived in
good condition,

Any one of these old furnaces, many with beautiful locations along wooded
streams, would be an interesting complement to a national wild or scenic
river. Trails into furnace sites in the forest would provide pleasant
diversion for the river traveler, Knowing the history, he could envision
the river as both friend and adversary to the early men of iron.
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As early as 1788 coal was reported to have been transported on the Monon-
gahela. Later it was of tremendous importance in the Tower Youghiogheny
area. In the early years the industry developed siowly as the coal of
the Connellisville area was too soft for transport. It was then dis-
covered that this cocal made excellent coking coal. The first real coke
oven in the Nation was probably built in 1833 at Connellsville. By

1909, there were 579 plants operating 103,982 beehive coke ovens. After
that year, the beehive ovens were beginning to be replaced by the more
efficient by-product ovens Tocated at or near the steel mills.

The first national road in the United States, presently a stretch of

U.S. 40, traversed the area. In 1806 Congress passed an Act authorizing
the National Road (or Cumberland Road} to be built to the Ohio River at .
WheeTing. Work started at Cumberland in 1811. By 1817 the road was open
to the Youghiogheny, by 1818 to Uniontown, and completed to the Ohio
River in 1820. 1Inns and taverns thrived and toll houses were placed
along the road, some of which have been preserved.

The study area claims a number of other “firsts". The first iron chain
suspension bridge in the Nation was built over Jacobs Creek in 1801,
while the first bridge of iron construction west of the Allegheny
Mountains was built (1839) over Dunlop Creek near Uniontown. In the

same vicinity, Fort Gaddis (1769) is the only "settlers' fort", also,

the only original fort still standing in western Pennsylvania. The

first paper mill west of the Alieghenies {1797) was located at the

mouth of Washington Run near Layton. Along the same stream, Washington's
Gristmill Ruin is the only remaining relic of the leader in western
Pennsylvania. Christopher Gist's Plantation, near Mouni Braddock,

was the nucleus of what was intended to be the first permanent English
settlement west of the Alleghenies(1749). The Turkeyfoot Regular Baptist
Church, also known as the Jersey Baptist Church, built near Ursina in
1775, is the oldest of its sect in the country.

Summary Statement

The Youghiogheny River and the tand nearby played a significant
role in the nation's early history. George Washington explored
it during the French and Indian War and years later he considered
the Youghiogheny as a potential canal route to the west. The
region is dotted with recognized historic sites though none are
directly on the river.

Consultation with the State Histaric Preservation Officer in both

Maryland and Pennsylvania reveal that no existing or known potential
historic properties are located within the visual corridor.
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THE AREA TODAY

Population

During the 225 years since the Youghiogheny Region was opened to
settlement, the area has experienced steady but gradual growth.
However, the population of the three-county study area decreased
slightly in the 1960-70 decade as compared to a general increase

of 15% for both Pennsylvania and Maryland and a nationwide increase
of 13% during the same period. Though outward migration has con-
tributed to these recent declines, the population of the three
counties is expected to slowly increase through 1990.

Table 3 POPULATION (Study Area Counties)
( % Projected "w
Ceunty 1960 1970 Change 1980 1990

| Fayette (PA) 169,340 154,667  ~8.7 152,000 155,000

: Somarset (PA) 77,450 76,037 -1.8 79,000 83,000

! Garrert {MD) 20,420 21,476 +5.2 22,000 25,000

| :

| \Total or Average 267,210 252,180 -5.6 253,000 263,000

| Population density within the three counties is comparatively sparse.
Garrett is Maryland's least densely populated county. It has 33
people per square mile while the State population density averages
more than ten times as much with 397 people per square mile. Somerset
County has 71 people per square mile and Fayette County has 193

people per square mile which compares with an average of 262 people
per square mile in Pennsylvania.

The townships, boroughs and minor civil sub-divisions bordering
the two Wild and Scenic River study segments of the Youghiogheny
are sparsely settied as the listing that follows demonstrates.
Only 31,000 peopie live in these towns.

Table 4 1970 POPULATION OF COMMUNITIES BORDERING STUDY SEGMENTS
fE;r:ﬂ!L Crrty, Mo, Fayetta lounty, Pa. Somerset County, Pa.™\
Oaklanrd JUhz Henry Clay Township 1420 Addison Township 803
Sang Run 974 Stewart Township Joh Confluence Boro 964
Accident 1308 Ohiopy'e Borcugh 140 Lower Turkeyfoot
Friesdev:ile 2270 Springfield Township 2629 Township 611
o Dunbart Township 7366 Pennsylvania
Haryjiand 3k Lonneltsviile Township 2554 © TZiai 19,566

5. Conpetisvilie Boro 2385

Kx Torat 11,5 66)
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Transpor-ation and River Access
p

Principal automobile access to the vicinity of the Youghiogheny
River is by the Pennsylvania Turnpike and U.S. Routes 40, 119, and
219. State highways and secondary roads cross the river at several
points including Qakland, Swallow Falls, Sang Run and Friendsville
in Maryland and at Confluence, Ohiopyle and Connellsville in
Pennsylvania.

The National Freeway (Corridor E}, U.S. Route 48, is being built by
the Appalachian Development Highway Program to generate benefits to
Maryland from the economic and recreational development opportunities.
While sections of the Freeway have been built, the entire roadway has
not yet been completed. When finished and linked with other high
speed, Yimited access corridors, it will make the area "closer" to
the large cities and make it more attractive for all types of
recreation. The Maryland section of the Youghiogheny will be more
convenient to recreationists coming from Baltimore, Washington and
West Virginia and may be expected to experience greater use.

Much of the river corridor is not readily accessible by road but may
be reached on foot or by water. A railroad parallels the river in the
Pennsylvania segment, however, there is no passenger railway service
provided. Charter air service is available near Connellsville, while
Morgantown, West Virginia and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania have commercial
air service,

Limited access to the river limits full enjoyment of the fishing
opportunities on the Youghiogheny. Much of the land immediately
adjacent to the river has steep embankments and is strewn with large
rocks and boutders. Private ownership of large portions of the
streambank on the Maryland segment of the river and the limited

number of roadways has made it difficult to get the the river, although
in the past landowners have been very generous in allowing fishermen
access.

Summary Statement

With the completion of U.S. Route 48, a four-lane limited access
highway, it is now easier for motorists to get to Garrett County,
Maryland. However, access to the Youghiogheny River is restricted
by topography and private ownership.

Economy

Over 78,000 people are employed in the three-county study area with
Fayette County accounting for 59% of the total. Both Fayette and
Somerset Counties continue to show economies based largely on the
manufacturing and wholesale-retail trade sectors. These sectors
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account for 57% of Fayette County's work force and 47% of Somerset's,
Mining is still a viable element of the economic base of Somerset
County, employing approximately 18% of the county's workers.

As of July 1975, Fayette County displayed the largest rate of
unemployment for the study area. Approximately 10.3% of this county's
work force was unable to find work, compared to a national average of
8.7%. On the other hand, Garrett County possessed the lowest rate with
an average of 7.6%.

Garrett County is making a transition from an economy based on
Tumbering, mining and agriculture to an economy oriented to government,
manufacturing, retail trades and services. The civilian labor force
engaged in agriculture declined from 19% in 1950 to 6.4% in 1970.

A1l three counties were below the national average in terms of median
family income based on 1970 data. In comparison with a national family
imcome of $9,586, the median family income for Garrett County was $6,023
while those for Fayette and Somerset were $7,150 and $7,034 respectively.
The median family income for Maryland was $11,063 and for Pennsylvania it
was $9,558.

The Tack of a large Tabor force, industrial sites, highway facilities
and immediate access to market areas has acted as a deterrent to heavy
industrialization. However, Tight industry, such as apparel and small
specialized machinery parts manufacturing, could be attracted to this
area., The highest potential for economic growth appears to reside in
the development of the area's outstanding recreational and unique scenic
qualities. It is estimated that one-third of the present income of
Garrett County may be attributed to recreation.

Summary Statement

Population for the three county study area has declined in recent
years due to outward migration, but the population is expected

to increase gradually toward the end of the century. Family
incomes are below both state and national averages. Recreation,
which already provides a substantial percentage of income in the
region, offers the highest potential for economic growth.

Recreation

The three-county study area is prime recreation county, with more than
182,000 land and water acres (10% of the counties' total area) devoted
to recreation use. Ninety-six percent of the study area's recreation
resources have been classified as “natural environment areas" indicating
suitability for sightseeing, camping, hiking, canoeing, and picnicking.
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Most of the remainder is categorized
as "general outdoor recreation areas”,
which contain more intensively
developed lands that provide a wider
range of recreation activities. Deep
Creek Lake and Youghiogheny Reservoir
of fer power boating, water skiing,
fishing, swimming and sailing.
Pennsylvania maintains extensive state
gamelands in both Somerset and Fayette
Counties for both deer and small game
hunters. Nineteen percent of Garrett
County's Tand is owned by the State
and managed, for the most part, as
State forests.

Bear Run Nature Reserve, located four
miles north of Ghiopyle, is owned and
operated by the Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy. Its 1,700 acres contain
mountain trout streams, nature trails,
and scenic overlooks. A notable
attraction nearby is the Conservancy's
"Fallingwater” built by Frank Lloyd
Wright. This home, built over Bear
Run Creek for Edgar J. Kauggman, is
world-~famous for its unique archi-
tectural design. The Conservancy also
manages the Brooks Bird Sanctuary.

Ferncliff Nature Reserve, a National
Natural Landmark, is now administered
as part of Ohiopyle State Park. It is
a favorite field research area for
botanists and naturalists.

Recreation use of the Youghiogheny is
most intensive along the Pennsylvania
segment, where the river weaves

through Ohiopyie State Park. The park
has become a major recreation attrac-
tion, with visitation increasing almost
300% between 1970 and 1978 to 1,000,000
annual visitors. Sightseeing, white
water boating, picnicking, and camping
are the msot popular pursuits.
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The river is used for whitewater rafting, kayaking, and fishing.
Since 1970, whitewater use has grown dramatically. Only 17,000
persons rafted or kayaked the seven-mile stretch between Ohiopyle
Falls and Stewarton in 1970, but more than 100,000 persons now
travel that section annually. Commercial outfitters service most
novise rafters. During summer weekdays, whitewater use averages
600 persons daily on the seven-mile segment. On weekends, 1,200
persons are daily “on river".

Recognizing steady improvements in water quality due to mine

pollution abatement effort, in 1973 the Pennsylvania Fish Commission
began a program of stocking the Youghiogheny with fingeriing trout.

By the second fishing season, 12,000 recreation days were

attributable to these efforts. With continued water quality improvements
and wider public knowledge of the trout stocking program, fishing on the
Youghiogheny and its tributaries is Tikely to become a more popular sport.

By 1980, recreation use of the river corridor in Pennsylvania will
increase almost 100% over current levels, due mostly to the opening

of a bicycling and hiking trail paralleling the river. This estimate
assumes that the Commonwealth will resolve legal difficulties associ-
ated with gaining title to the abandoned Western Maryland Railroad
right-of-way and will quickly convert that property into a foot and
bicycle trail. The trail, which will run along the entire Pennsylvania
study segment, is expected to become extremely popular and to ultimately
account for more than one-half of recreation use along the river.

In the next two years, whitewater recreation use should grow
moderately to 125,000 recreation days annualily and then level off

as capacity levels are reached. However Pennsylvania is making an effort
to control use Tevels on the whitewater reach in Chiopyle State Park.
The new system considering daily maximum capacity, maximum per hour,
outfitter agreements and Launching times for all levels is now being
imlemented., Capacity level studies have been exhaustively conducted
and their recommendations are being implemented Under close management
the recreation use will grow through a more even distribution of river
use over the week days and more evenly during the weekend morning and
afternoon hours.

Table 5 RECREATION SUMMARY: PENNSYLVANIA SEGMENT
r » - L] - - - \
Whitewater Use Fishing Bicycling/Hiking Total
Total 100,000 15,000 —==- 115,000

Recreation Days

1980 Total 125,000 25,000 50,000 * 200,000%
Kecreation Days

1890 Total 125,000 50,000 75,000 * 250,000
Recreation Days

* Asczumes conversion of the Western Maryland Railroad right-of-way

\_ into a hiking and bicycling trail. y
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On the Maryland segment, recreation activity is focused at Swallow
Falls State Park. About 90% of the 150,000 annual attendees at the
park visit Swallow Falls for sightseeing and some picnicking. Based
onh past trends, visitation is expected to remain relatively stable
in the foreseeable future.

fishing has become a significant activity along the Youghiogheny's
Maryland segment. For the past few years, the State has stocked

the river with both aduit trout and trout fingerlings. While no
firm statistics have been compiled on the number of fishermen taking
advantage of this program, a conservation estimate indicates 5,000
recreation days are now attributable to fishing in ths study segment.
Due to the challenge the river offers to the expert fishermen, the
Youghiogheny is considered a unique trout fishery in Maryland.

Whitewater use of the Maryland segment is slight, since it requires
experience and skill to safely navigate it. Hiking along a privately
owned right-of-way extending several miles upstream of Friendsville
attracts several thousand persons annually.

Total recreation activity within the Maryland corridor now exceeds
144,000 recreation days. This use Tevel is expected to increase by
only 4,000 by 1980. No significnat change in the pattern of activity
is anticipated, i.e., sightseeing at Swallow Falls will remain the
predominant attraction, with fishing and hiking being the important
secondary uses.

Table 6 RECREATION SUMMARY: MARYLAND SEGMENT
Whitewater '"\

Sightseeing Fishing Hiking Hunting Use Total
1976 Total
Recreation Days 133,000 5,000 4,000° 2,000 200 144,200
1980 Tota)
Recreation Days 135,700 5,500 4,900 2,200 300 148,600
1990 Tota!
\Recreatlon Days 149,300 6,500 6,700 2,600 500 165,609)

Summary Statement

The three-county study area abounds in scenic and recreational
attractions. State parks on the Youghiogheny River are well
used and visitation is expected to increase ogver the years.
The whitewater use of the Pennsylvania segment of the river

is approaching the saturation point.
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Land Qwnership

Over 95% of the Tand in the Maryland study corridor of the Youghiogheny
is in private hands. There are four sizeable state properties in

the vicinity of the river: Mount Nebo Wildlife Management Area,
Herrington Manor State Park, Garrett State Forest, and Swallow Falls
State Park. Each has a small amount of acreage within the river
corridor though none of these holdings border directly on the river.
Fifteen hundred acres of Tand bordering the river, including Swallow
Falls, is owned by the Pennsylvania Electric Company (PENELEC). A
long-term lease arrangement hetween the Maryland Department of Forests
and Parks (now Department of Natural Resources} and PENELEC permits
public use of the land around the river and waterfalls at the state
forest. Other major institutional or corporate land owners within

the Maryland corridor are Piney Mountain Corporation, Mountaineer
Farms, and the Frazee Lumber Company.

In Pennsylvania, the largest landowner along the corridor is the
Commonwealth, with extensive gamelands and Ohiopyle State Park. Two
quasi-public groups also own Tand along the river. The Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy's holdings include Brooks Bird Sanctuary
and the Kaufmann Preserve on Bear Run. Camp Carmel, owned by a
church group, is adjacent to Indian Creek.

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company owns track on the east side
of the Pennsylvania segment. Recently, the Western Maryland Railroad
Company has abandoned its line between Confluence and Connellsville
and donated the right-of-way to the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.

Summary Statement

Most of the land along the Youghiogheny River in Maryland
is privately owned; in Pennsylvania, Commonwealth is the
Targest landowner,

Land Use

Land use within the Youghiogheny corridor has changed 1ittle in recent
years. It is this Tack of change and development that has Teft the
river banks in their patural condition and has resulted in the
consideration of the two river segments for inclusion within the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

The Maryland section of the river is very primitive in condition.
Most of it is forested and serves as rich wildlife habitat. With
the exception of the virgin hemTock stand at Swallow Falls State
Park, the entire area has been harvested for timber, though not
since the 1920's. Much of the forest cover is mature. The corridor's
steep slopes and general inaccessibility have made timber harvesting
too costly to be very profitable and thus not well suited for commercial
operations.
35



woRom o F o bW

=

i
< BAVALE
13
14,

§ PA

w. u.l MD

PUBLIC LAND IN STLDY AREA

OHIGRYLE
LAVKEL
LATKEL
KOOSER

STATE  PARK  (PA)
RIGCE STATE PARK (PA)
HUL  STATE PARK (PA.)
STATE  PARK  (PA)

STATE  FORFST LANDS  (PA.}

STATE
WESTERN

AME  LANDS {PA)
PENNSELVANIA  CONSERY ANCY

. GARRETT STATE FOREST (MD)
. HERRINGTON  MANOR

- WTNERO

WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT

AREA  (AD)
DEEP (REFK LAKE STATE PARK (MD.)

POTONAL
SWALLOW

RIVER STATE FOREST {MD.)
STATE  FORESE  (MD.)
FALLS STATE PABK (MD.)

{

|
|
4

STATE PARK (MD.)

=Y

o |

‘\)

...‘\

D

{
"

36

Seube  bn Miber



Agricultural use makes up only a small percentage of the total land

use pattern for the Maryland river corridor. There are only about

100 acres under active cultivation for corn and grain crops, whiie
another 700 acres are used for pasture and hay production. The decline
of agricultural use of land has contributed some to the subdivision of
farm land into vacation home sites. [t appears that the development of
vacation homes will continue to play a significant role in charging
land use patterns in the corridor. The largest development in the
study corridor - Youghiogheny Mountain Lake development - utilized
forest lands for vacation home sites.

Industrial use is minimal. The PENELEC Deep Creek Power Plant is
located at Hoyes Run and there is an inactive gravel quarry at Sang
Run. Small settlements are located at these sites and at Swallow
Falls. Recreation and wildlife management use takes place at
Garrett State Forest and Mount Nebo Wildlife Management Area.

The land use pattern in the Pennsylvania segment differs significantly
from the pattern in Maryland. Because 6,800 acres adjacent to the
river are owned by the Commonwealth as Game Lands and as Ohiopyle
State Park, the primary use of the corridor in Pennsylvania is
recreation and wildiife management. Likewise, the lands owned by

Camp Carmel and the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy are in recreation
and conservation uses. Other unoccupied Tand is in forest cover or
pasture. Two Pennsylvania municipalities, Confluence and Ohiopyle,
occupy a small portion of the Youghiogheny Corridor. The combined
population of these two boroughs is approximately 1,100. While both
communities anticipate future growth, vast expansion is not expected.
Future development in the Pennsylvania Corridor will most Tikely center
around second home construction and recreation related industries.

Right-of-way of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad borders the river between
Confluence and South Connellsville. The B&) is still active in hauling
freight, while the Western Maryland line has been abandoned. Other
industrial development of the river corridor is immediately downstream

of the study segment terminus at the corporate 1imit of South Connellville.

Summary Statement

Private lands in Maryland are mostly forested and in

their natural condition. The development of vacation
home sites is the most likely future use. The large

holdings of publicly-owned l1and in Pennsylvania will

remain in their present conservation use.
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Water Resources Development

While there are no impoundments on the study segments, two major

dams have a direct impact on the Youghiogheny River. Youghiogheny
River Lake, managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, has separated
the Maryland-Pennsylvania river segments since 1948. This facility

is designed primarily for flood control, although water releases

from the lower part of the reservoir permit the maintenance of a
coldwater fishery (especially trout) downstream, and low-flow augmen-
tation for navigation and pollution abatement,

Since 1924 a dam has been maintained at Deep Creek, a tributary of

the Youghiogheny in Maryland, for hydroelectric power generation.

Water is provided by conduit from Deep Creek Lake to the power plant

at Hoyes Run on the Youghiogheny's main stem. The Hoyes Run facility

is a peaking station that usually operates five days a weck with a

daily duration of several hours. Routine releases raise the Youghiogheny's
water level approximately 1.4 feet during the short period of operation.

Approximately 900 feet of the Youghiogheny's "head" {the river's drop

in elevation} has not yet been developed for hydropower. Sixty percent
of this generating potential 1ies on the Maryland segment, in the
vicinity of Sang Run. 1In 1966, the Federal Power Commission listed

the Sang Run site, along with four sites on the Pennsylvania segment,

as potential hydropower projects. However, the Commission has noted
that no plans currently exist to develop these areas and that no utility
companies have expressed any interest in them. Moreover, the Ohio River
Basin Commission’s 1975 study of the Monongahela River Basin excluded
all five sites from its recommended plan for power.

Table 7 POTENTIAL HYDROELECTRIC POWER PROJECTS
Annual -\\
Capacity Generation Gross Head
Project {(kilowatts) {million kw hrs.) (ft.)
Sang Run 48,0C0 153 560
Youghiogheny 24,000 76 126
Dam A 25,000 80 85
Dam B 25,000 80 85
Dam C 15,000 _49 50
137,000 438

Légurce: Federal Power Commission ‘/)

The Corps has been requested by a Congressional Resolution adopted on

23 September 1976 to examine the feasibility of developing hudro-electric
power facilities in the Youghiogheny River Basin, including possible modi-
fication of the existing Youghiogheny River Lake for power. Additionally,
the potential power sites previously identified by FPC will be re-examined.
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Five gauging stations are currently maintained on the two study segments of
the Youghiogheny at Oakland and Friendsville, Maryland, and at Youghiogheny
Dam, Confluence and Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Average flows range from a
high of 2540 cfs at Connellsville to a Tow of 289 cfs at Oakland. Maximum
discharges generally.occur from March through May.

Whitewater canoeing potential exists throughout the recreaticn season in

most sections of the study segments of the river. An adequate flow level is
maintained in the Pennsylvania section of the stream due to controlled releases
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Youghiogheny Dam, which is managed for
flood control and low flow augmentation for navigation and pollution abatement.
The operation of Youghiogheny River Lake 1s sometimes modified to provide
increased flows for special events by downstream whitewater users, when such
modifications are compatible with the projects authorized purposes. However,
low flows sometimes constitute a problem for the kayaker or rafter on the
Maryland segment of the Youghiogheny duying Tate summer and early fall. For

a few hours each week day, this situation is ameliorated by releases from
PENELEC's Deep Creek Lake Project, but they generally do not occur on weekends.

Summary Statement

Releases from existing water resources development projects on the
Youghiogheny and its tributaries affect water flow Tevels in the river,
to the advantage of whitewater users. There are no known proposals for
hydropower or flood control reservoir construction on the two study
segments of the Youghiogheny.

Water Rights

Since 1933, the appropriation and use of water in Maryland is subject
to control by State law (Appropriation or Use Permit, Section 3-802Z,
Hatural Resources Article, Amnotated Code of Haryland). Except for
specific exemptions for farm use and uses prior to 1933, the statute
covers all commercial, industrial, and municipal withdrawals of ground
and surface waters in the Maryland portion of the Youghiogheny River
watersned.

Additionaily, another State of HMaryland permit, the waterway
construction permit, is required to change in whole or part the
course, current, or cross section of any stream or body of water
within the State.

In Pennsylvania, water rights are based on riparian doctrine. Thus,

the owner of land bordering a river or stream is entitled to use the
water to benefit his land. Use by the adjacent owner is tempered,
however, by the concept of"reasonableness” -- a user cannot appropriate
water in amounts which unduly infringe on other riparian owners' yights
to aiso benefit from a stream's flow, "Reasonableness™ is not precisely
defined, but is instead determmined on a case-by-case basis whenever a
dispute arises.

In Pennsylvania, river bottom lands within the low water marks are
owned by the Commonwealth in accordance with Tegislation dating from
1782. Haryland's laws recognize riparian owners who hold title under
patents issued prior to Harch 3, 1362, as alsc the owners of the river
bed where non-tidal waters are involved. Thus, the Youghiogheny's
river bed is owned by the Commonwealtih of Pennsylvania and by adjacent
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iandowners or bLy the State ot llaryland 1n Maryiand, UgpPelutiiL upuil uave
of patent. In both states, the public retains rights of navigation and,
jt appears, clear, to fishing in Maryland.

Even though this is a compiex and partially unresolved area of the law,
it is clearly the case that there are public rights to the water itself
and for such activities as navigation, fishing, and waterway construction
even though the bottom may be privately owned.

Water Quaiity

Paramount among recent events affecting the Youghiogheny River is

the general improvement in the river's capability for supporting aquatic
life and water-based recreational activities. Water samplings indicate
a continuing upgrading in water quality and it is generally conceded
that the Youghiogheny can be restored to its natural condition if
pollution abatement programs continue.

The Youghiogheny's Pennsylvania segment is expected to meet the Common-
wealth's water quality standards within nine years. When accomplished,
the 27-mile stretch will be suitable for swimming, water supply (domestic,
wildlife, and industrial), natural fishery productivity, and boating.

The river's dissolved oxygen level is high, indicating that it is capable
of supporting a large variety and population of fish. The quality of
water from Youghiogheny River Lake downstream to the Casselman River is
suited for a coldwater fishery, and the Pennsylvania Fish Commission
maintains a trout stocking program along that section.

Acid mine drainage constitutes the largest contributing factor to

water guality degradation on the Pennsylvania segment. Two tributaries

of the Youghiogheny, the Casselman River and Indian Creek, still discharge
some acid mine water into the main stem. The major source of pollution

on the Casselman is a large complex of abandoned coal mines located 35 miles
upstream from its mouth. Average acid Toads downstream have significantly
declined in the past few years as a result of state abatement programs

in the Casselman drainage basin., Indian Creek acid mine probiems originate
from an extensive interconnected network of underground mines in which
water with a high acid content is collected and transported by flume

from Indian Creek Reservoir. Acid and alkaline discharges downstream

from [ndian Creek merge and neutralize chemical imbalances.

The Ohio River Basin Commission's 1975 draft report on the Monongahela
River Basin recommends a mine drainage abatement plan for the Casselman
River watershed which would significantly reduce acid Toads entering
the Youghiogheny. This project has been given "priority one" status,
indicating that action should begin within the next five years. Total
detailed planning costs, which would be federally funded, are estimated
at aimost $5,000,000 (1969 dollars}. An Environmental Protection Agency
funded "research and development project" for mine drainage control in
the Snowy Creek-Laurel Run watershed in West Virginia was initiated in
1975 and should contribute to improved water quality in the Maryland
segment of the Youghiogheny.

Discharges of untreated sewage pose ancther water quality problem in

the Pennsylvania segment. The town of Chiopyle has a secondary sewage
treatment plant, and several areas along the Pennsylvania river corridor
are the discharge sites for small institutional treatment plants. However,
in early 1976, the Borough of Confluence put into operation a sewage
treatment system consisting of new collection lines and a 140,000 GPD
treatment plant providing secondary treatment.
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The water in the Maryland reach
of the Youghiogheny is gener-
ally of good quality. Based on
state standards, the river has
been classified "Natural Trout
Waters", indicating its suit-
ability for such activities as
fishing, swimming, and white-
water recreation. As a fishery
resource, the Youghiogheny is
considered to have the highest
potential for a sustained trout
fishery in the entire State of
Maryland.

Past as well as some presept
mining activity in the vicinity
of the Youghiogheny tributaries
in West Virginia and Maryland
has resulted in water quality
degradation on the river's main
stem. Mine drainage is a sig-
nificant problem in the section
from Qakland to Millers Run, due
to acid Toadings from the Snowy
Creek and Laurel Run watersheds.
Untreated domestic wastes from
the Little Youghiogheny par-
tially neutralize this acid.
The effects of mine drainage
are not detectable at Swallow
Falls, four miles downstream

of Qakland. This is a vast
improvement from the late
1940's and 1950's when the

acid levels recorded at
Friendsville were high.

The Youghiogheny receives
untreated sewage discharges at
OQakland and Friendsville. It
is anticipated, however, that
the discharges from Qakland
will be eliminated by 1980. A
federal facilities planning
grant to the Garrett County
Sanitary District will permit

e,

THE YOUGHTIOGHENY HAS GREAT VARIATION IN FLOW TYPES
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development of a sewage treatment plant for the towns of Qakland and
Crellin. One of the alternatives to be considered will be a tie-in

to a recently completed facility now serving the nearby towns of Lock
Lynn and Mountain Lake Park. A sewage treatment facility has recently
been installed at Friendsville.

Summary Statement

In years past, pollution in the Youghiogheny has been considerable,
but recent efforts have improved the river dramaticalily to the
extent that both study segments now support significant sport
fisheries.

Air Quality

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, air quality in

the Youghiogheny River study area is excellent. The closest mornitoring
station to the river is at Oakland, Maryland. A comparison of 1974
readings at that site with Maryland's other monitoring stations indicates
that the air in the Youghiogheny region contains less nitrogen dioxide

and particulate matter than any place else in the state. Only one other
location in Maryland (Cove Point, Calvert County) registered lower sulphur
dioxide amounts.

Table 8 AIR QUALITY: YOUGHIOGHENY STUDY AREA
{/r Oakland National Standardﬁgﬁ\
Pollutant 1974 Readings Primary Secondary
Sulphur Dioxide 5 80 --
Nitrogen Dioxide 16 100 100
\i?tal Suspended Particulates 35 75 60 _/}

* Ma*ional primary standards are limits set to protect the public health,
whiie secondary standards are designed to protect public welfare. The
iower the actual reading. the better the air quality. Readings are in
micrograms per cubic meter of air.
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SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT
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Public Land Acquisition (PA)

Public Lands in Garrett County (MD)
Second Home Development (MD)

Public Access and Private Rights (MD)
Western Maryland Railway Abandonment {PA)
State Protective Efforts (MD)

Local Protective Efforts (MD)
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Public Meetings (PA & MD)
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Before a realistic sirategy for adequate resource protection can be
shaped, it is necessary to be aware of the river's major natural
elements, as well as to understand the differing human interests,
concerns, and perceptions affecting its use. Therefore, this sec-
tion focuses on the Youghiogheny's environmental values as they
relate to wild and scenic river criteria and sketches the major
issues survrounding the river's future.

THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Natural Values

Both the Maryland and the Pennsylvania sections of the Youghiogheny
River qualify for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. In arriving at this conclusion, information was gathered
o from field inspections, pub-
lished materials, written and
verbal communications with
various resource specialists
and private citizens. This
data was then evaluated in
light of criteria outlined in
the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act and evaluation gquidelines
| prepared by the Secretaries
| of Agriculture and Interior.

1 As required by the Act, the

{ Youghiogheny River and its
 immediate environment pos-
esses "outstandingly remark-

§ abTe" natural values. Primary
t among these are the river's:

{ * outstanding natural setting
Most of the Youghiogheny

$ forested gorge. The Tush vege-
§ tation on the steep slopes,
“lcombined with the swiftly flow-
Ying water, creates a setting of
impressive grandeur. Qhiopyle

retained its essentially primi-
ftive character.
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flows through a narrow, heavily-

Falls (Pennsylvania) and Swallow
JFalls {Maryland) are noted scenic
areas. The Maryland segment has




RAPIDS AND BOQULDERS

* putstanding whitewater

The seven mile Ohiopyle to
Stewarton, Pennsylvania section
has become the northeastern
United States' most popular
rafting and kavaking river.
Whitewater experts have rated
the Maryland section as “"diffi-
cult” to "exceedingly difficult”,
requiring experience and skill
to naviaate safely.

* excellent trout potential

With recent improvements in
water quality, the Youghiogheny is
again supporting quality game fish.
The Pennsylvania segment is well
stocked with trout fingerlings, and
has the capability of becoming the
finest trout stream in southwestern
Pennsylvania. The Maryland segment
provides a challenge to the expert
trout fisherman and is considered
unigue in the State.
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ONE OF THE MOST HEAVILY RAFTED WHITEWATER STRETCHES IN THE NATION

The Youghiogheny River corridor is also notable for its botanical
variety, rich wildlife habitat, improving water quality, and historic
interest.

In addition to its considerable natural values, the Youghiogheny meets
the criteria established by the Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior
for evaluating wild and scenic rivers. Both study segments:

* are in a free-flowing natural condition. WNeither segment has been
impounded, straightened, or otherwise modified; however, railroad
embankments occasionally border the river.

* are long enough to provide a meaningful recreation experience. The
Pennsylvania segment is longer than the generally accepted standard
) of 2b miles. 7The Maryland segment's outstanding natural character
makes it a worthy addition to the national system, even though its
length is sTightly less than is usually required.

* normally have sufficient water volume during the recreation season to
permit full enjoyment of water-related outdeor recreation activities.

* meet water quality criteria. The Youghiogheny has been restored to

a condition which supports the propagation of quality game fish.
Further improvements are expected in the next five years.

48




The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act stipulates that every river included
in the national system shall be classified, designated, and admin-

istered as one of the following:

1.

Wild River Areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are

free of impoundments and generally inaccessible except by trail,
with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and water
unpolTuted.

Scenic River Areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are

free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still Targely
primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessibie in
places by roads.

Recreational River Areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers

that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have
undergone some impoundment or diversion in the past,

The 22 mile Maryland study segment of the Youghiogheny River qualifies
as a WILD river; the 27 mile Pennsylvania segment qualifies as a
SCENIC river. These classifications are based on field investigations
conducted in 1971 and 1975 and reflect the condition of the resources
at the time of examination.

R0CK FORMATION AT SWALLOW FALLS
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SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT

The issues outlined below provide part of the framework which will shape
any planning proposal for the Youghiogheny River. These factors must

be considered in developing realistic, long-term policies to guide recrea-
tion, conservation and other uses of the river.

Whitewater Use (PA)

The seven-nile segment between (hiopyle and Bruner Run has become
northeastern United States’ most popular rafting and kayaking river.
Presently, 100,000 people a year engage in whitewater activity mostly
during June, July and August. The number of persons is steadily
increasing, and by 1980 about 125,000 visitors are expected to raft
or kayak the river., Given the level of whitewater interest and the
moderate size of the preferred river segment, overcrowding and
congestion have developed and are expected to become even more
problematic. The recreation management challenge is to accommodate
whitewater users in a manner which assures both them and other
recreationists (fishermen, hikers, etc.) of a quality outdoor
experience. At the present time there is a potential conflict
developing between fishermen and boaters. The future managing agency
will most likely take actions to alleviate any conflicts between river
users.

Recreation Safety (PA)

Whitewater rafting poses serious risks of injury. Given the large number
of inexperienced persons who now travel the Ohiopyle to Stewarton section,
there is a need to continue a formal safety program on the Youghiogheny.
The Pennsylvania Fish Commission cooperated with the Department of Environ-
mental Resources in the development of its present agreement with the four
outfitters that are utilizing Ohiopyle State Park Lands for float trip
marshalling and launching purposes. That agreement provides for safety
and equipment standards as well as public 1iability insurance. It
establishes stipulations for the maximum number of trips per day per
outfitter and daily trip scheduling. The Bruner Run site is being
developed for emergency access and the abandoned Western Maryland

Railroad grade will be used for emergency access along the entire
seven-mile whitewater reach,

Public Land Acquisition (PA)

In recent years, the Commonwealth has acquired considerable property in
Fayette and Somerset Counties for use as parks and gamelands. Much of
this acquisition has been necessary to the creation of Ghiopyle State
Park. Communities impacted by the park, such as the Borough of Ohiopyle,
are concerned that any further increase in public landholdings will
severely restrict their growth potential and erode their tax base. The
residents of conmunities along the Youghiogheny are thus apprehensive
about potential national scenic river status for the river, fearing that
such designation would require additional public acquisition. The option
of obtaining easements to maintain protection of the visual corridor while
allowing 1imited private use of the property and permitting the property
to remain on the tax roles, possibly at slightly reduced valuation, should
be considered.
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Public Lands in Garrett County (MD)

Nineteen percent of Garrett County is owned by the state and managed

as state forests, parks, and wildlife management areas. This relatively
high percentage has generated concern among some residents that any
further public acquisitions may seriously erode the county’s remaining
property tax base. Such concerns have prompted a state Taw which
requires approval of the County Commissioners prior to any state
purchase of an individual tract in excess of 100 acres. The 22-mile
stretch would involve 11,400 acres. Any pian for preservation of the
Youghiogheny through public purchase of land along the river will

have tg consider the impact of such a program on the County's interest
in stabilizing the overall amount of publicly-held land. As for the
Pennsylvania segment, the option of obtaining easements to maintain
protection of the visual corridor while allowing limited private use
of the property and permitting the property to remain an the tax roles,
possibly at slightly reduced valuation, should be considered.

Second Home Development (MD)

With the improvement in the Youghiogheny's water quality and the
nationwide surge in interest in river-oriented recreation, the river
now has high potential for Tight density second home development.
Opening of the National Freeway, which passes through Friendsville,
contributes to the river's development potential by making the area
more accessible. As a result, decisions made in the next few years
about the river's future will determine whether the Youghiogheny
retains its primitive character or is transformed into a sparsely
populated vacation home setting.

LAND SPECULATION ALONG THE YOUGHIOGHENY
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Public Access and Private Rights (MD)

With the exception of the state park site at Swallow Falls, there are no
public access sites along the Youghiogheny's Maryland segment. Thus,
persons using the area for fishing, canoeing, hiking, hunting, or other
recreation purposes travel across privately-held land. While some
recreationists may first ask a landowner's permission before doing so,

most do not. This situation is unsatisfactory for both groups concerned--
recreationists do not have easily identifiable locations for gaining access
to the river's amenities, while local property owners confront a trespass
problem {and inconveniences such as littering). Accommodation of both
groups' interest necessitates a plan which provides for selected access

and use areas, controls the amount of recreation use, and clearly indicates
acceptable behavior when visiting the river. This is especially important,
since more use is inevitable because of improving automobile access to
Garrett County.

Western Maryland Railway Abandonment (PA)

The Western HNaryland Railway has abandoned its line from Connellsville,
Pennsylvania to Frostburg, Haryland. This includes the right-of-way
which parallels the Youghiogheny in Pennsylvania altong the river's
western bank. This right-of-way was transferred to the Western Penn-
sylvania Conservancy which plans to convey it to the Commonwealth for
development into a hiking and bicycling trail. Some conveyance problems
are still unresolved, due primarily to the costs that would be incurred
in maintaining or removing several bridges along the route., Conversion
of the right-of-way into a trail would provide additional recreation
opportunities along the Youghiogheny.

State Protective Efforts (MD)

The Maryland scenic rivers program was established in 1969. The first
rivers, including the entire Youghiogheny, were put into the system in
1971. In 1974, the state law was amended to provide special protection
for the 20-mile section of the Youghiogheny from Millers Run to
Friendsville by designating it as a state wild river and prohibiting
strip mining within the river corridor. The Department of Hatural
Resources was directed to adopt ruies which regulate land use and
development in the "wild” area and on "adjacent land areas within the
scenic corridor where development would affect the primitive quaiities”
of the river. The Maryland statute alsc incorporates the balance of
the Youghiogheny and its tributaries into the state wild and scenic
rivers system. Designation in the Hational System could intensify the
inherent conflict between the recreational use of the river and
maintenance of the river in a wild state,

State regulations for the protection of the Youghiogheny have been
circulated for public comment. In their proposed form, the regulations
create river corridor zones which permit development on parcels ranging

in size from two to ten acres. Most of the land is zoned for ten acre
minimum lots. In March and April 1976, the Department of Natural Resources
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conducted public hearings on the regulations. Public reaction ranged

from opinions that the rules were too restrictive on private Tandowners

to concern that they would be too permissive to protect the river's
primitive character. The requiations were adopted in May 1976 and have heen
in effect ever since. Minor changes to the text of the regulations and a
significant reduction of the corridor width are now in preparation.

Local Protective Efforts (MD)

In its 1974 "Development Plan for Garrett County", the Garrett County
Planning Commission supported the objective of preserving the river and

its setting. That Plan placed the Youghiogheny in the public recreation

and open space category of land uses and outlined possiblie protection
techniques. On March 30,1976, the Commission unanimously resolved that
preservation of the Youghiogheny in its wild state "ought to be the highest
priority for public land ownership in Garrett County". Currently, there

is no parks and recreation department or similar agency at the county level,
thus county assistance in creating and managing a wild river is not readily
available.

River Corridor Boundary (MD)

Maryland's Department of Natural Resources has established a 10,600 acre
visual corridor from Millers Run to Friendsville with the assistance of

a U.S. Forest Service computer program. The corridor was defined under
winter time conditions, and its boundaries are similar to those delineated
by the Heritage Conservatign and Recreation Service through topographic
analysis. Some Garrett County residents and organizations, including the
Garrett Soil Conservation District, have suggested that a smaller area
would be sufficient to offer visual protection. So far, no specific
alternatives have been offered, however.

Public Meetings (PA & MD)}

In April 1976, meetings were held in Ohiopyle and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
and in Accident and Cockeysville, Maryland to acquaint people with ootions
for protecting and managing the river. In general, persons attending the
meetings favored long-term preservation of the Youghiogheny, although
opinions on how best to protect the river varied considerably (ranging
from complete reliance on existing private landowners to extensive public
acquisition).

Persons 1iving near the Pennsylvania segment were concerned that national
designation might resuire land acquisition, further reducing the amount of
taxable property in municipalities which have already been affected by
creation of Ohiopyle State Park. In this regard, the Ohiopyle Borough
Council requested a delineation and exclusion of all lands within the
borough from any designation. Alternative land protection measures, such
as local zoning and scenic easements, were suggested by several persons.
Additionally, there was interest in providing a safe rafting exit on land
currently in public ownership, limiting the number of access roads through
scenic areas, and providing adequate sanitation and safety services for
recreationists.

54




Maryland residents favored maintaining the wild character of the
Youghiogheny. Most appeared to accept the need for a formal
protection strategy which would involve a cooperative effort among
Tandowners and the state, although some persons felt that preservation
of the caorridor could be accomplished solely through the voluntary
efforts of private landowners. Complete reliance on zoning for long-
term protection was criticized on two grounds--such regulation would
not guarantee that the river's primitive character would be maintained,
and it would not compensate local Tandowners for loss of some land
rights. However, some persons saw land use regulations as a useful
temporary measure until a more comprehensive apprcach could be
implemented. Some concern was expressed that national designation
might result in large increases in the number of visitors to the
river. Finally, several people expressed the opinion that the visual
corridor probably was substantially less than the approximately 11,000
acres indicated by state and federal technical assessments.

In March 1977, a meeting was requested by the townships bordering the
Pennsylvania segment to discuss the proposal. Local residents

expressed considerable opposition to the designation of the Pennsylvania
segment. They were concerned about the study's effect on properties,
tax base, protection, local roads, individual rights, littering,
recreators, state efficiency, and the railroad abandonment.

Advantages of National Designation and State Designation

There has been some discussion by involved agencies as to whether

the Youghiogheny River should be designated as a component of the
National Rivers System and/or the State Rivers System. The advantages

of each type of designation which assumes State management are summarized
below:

1. Protection - National designation provides protection from
federally licensed or funded water resources projects, such as
dams, water conduits reservoirs, powerhouses, transmission
jines, and other project works (Section 7 of P.L. 90-542).

In addition, the Secretary of the Interior can be an appellant
agency - thus two levels of review to help insure protection.

With State designation, Sections 2 and 5 of the Pennsylvania

Scenic Rivers Act 283 may provide protection from encroachments,
such as dams, water resources projects, major highway development,
and power generating facilities. Section 8-406 of the Maryland
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act indicates that a dam or other structure
impeding the natural flow of a scenic and wild river may not be
constructed, operated, or maintained in a scenic and wild river,
and channelization may not be undertaken, unless the Secretary

of Natural Resources specifically approves. The Governors, through
the Ohio River Basin Commission, would most 1ikely determine the
decision on project development. In addition, some initial decision-
making power by a federal agency could be eliminated by State
designation,
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4.

5.

Water Quality - National designation could provide an added
compulsion to improve the water quality {Section 12{(c) of P.L.
90-542).

Even without National designation, the Pennsylvania Department of
Envivonmental Resources functions and cooperates with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency and the Federal regulatory programs.
The Commonwealth's water quality regulations are as stringent as
those of the Federal Government.

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources' water quality
legislation controls runoff from strip mines. No mining is
permitted in the visual corridor and there are restrictions on
mining in buffer areas.

Land Acquisition - There are no restrictions on land acquisition
or regulation for a State-managed river in the National System.

Full title acquisition is permitted under the State Forest Lands
System; easements by Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers Act 283.
Donations and property exchanges permitted under Act 275, Section
1902-A; Forest Powers and Duties.

the Maryland Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. However, Section 8-410
of the Act indicates that funds under Program Open Space may be
used to purchase, or otherwise pay for, any property taken without
Just compensation or on a willing-seller, willing-buyer basis.

|

|
There are no provisions for full title acquisition or easements in

|

Funding - National designation may provids a better priority for
financing from existing Federal programs of compatible projects,
which are improving the stream and its watershed.

Normally, the same amount of funds are available for state
designation as National designation. Pennsylvania is more
interested in adequate annual operation and maintenance support
than with capital development or acquisition assistance.

Management - National designation may assist the states in better
management programs by meeting certain Federal standards of
management.

State system has flexibility of management, since no National

Standards are required. State programs are tuned and refined
to state requirements and citizen needs.
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6.

7.

8.

9.

Recognition - National recognition would follow national
designation; while statewide recognition would follow State
designation.

Support - In Maryland there is some support for national
designation. However, Tocal support and ccoperation may best
be assured in the long-term by the States.

Permanency - The existing national act is more permanent than
a state act because any change would involve the whole Nation
rather than one State.

On the other hand, concern for the Youghiogheny is in Maryland

and Pennsylvania and in the Youghiogheny area, in the Department
of Natural Resources and the Department of Environmental Resocurces,
in their administration, in the General Assembly, and in many and
varied organizations.

Expediency - The State System process is usually more expeditious
than that for the national system.
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WILD AND SCENIC RIVER OPTIONS

RESOURCE PROTECTION OPTIONS

PENNSYLVANIA SEGMENT
State Scenric River
National Scenic River
MARYLAND SEGMENT
State Wild River

National Wild River:
National Wild River:

MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES

State Management
Federal Management

Plan A
PTan B

Joint State-Federal Management
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In the process of developing a wild and scenic river plan,
careful consideration is given to alternative resource
protection measures. Also, an assessment is made of poten-
tial resource managers. This section outlines options for
the Youghiogheny. It is from these alternatives that a
particular resource management strategy is selected for
recommendation. A detailed analysis of the environmental,
economic, and social impacts of each option is cantained

in the last chapter of this report.

('

FAST AND BOULDER STREWN
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RESOURCE PROTECTICON OPTIONS
PENNSYLVANIA SEGMENT

State Scenic River

Two options are being considered
for the Pennsylvania seament.
The first would include the 27-
mile segment from Confluence
to South Connellsville as a
State Scenic River. This would
involve the continuation of the
State's present management
policies as State owned gamelands
- . . and Ohiopyle State Park. Land
@ CONNCLLSVILLE along the river would be devoted

@SOUTI CONNELLSVILLE primarily to recreation and
7 open space uses.

In the process of the Pennsyl-
vania Scenic Rivers Program, an
inventory of the resource first
verifies its indigenous values,
and a management framework is
then established through the
public participation process.
[t addresses the land, water
and administrative aspects of
river corridor management and
control. Local governments are
encouraged to implement pro-
tective measures on private
holdings within the scenic river
corridor,

BRLNER S RUN

OH10PYLE

®
CONFLUENCE
YOUGINOGEEENY

RIVER LAKL

National Scenic River

The second option being considered
is designation and administration
Pa. of the Confluence to South Con-
— —— —— — v —— — — — — nellsville segment as a National
W. Va. | wma ‘ Scenic River. Protection from
| further degradation and misuse
would be afforded to the 10,300
N acre visual corridor (line-of-
@ sight from the river) through
which the river flows by land
9 ? ownership and conservation zoning.
Miles Prior to designation, a recreation
management plan would be developed
which incorporated regutations for
eliminating river congestion and for
boater safety in the Ohiopyle to
Bruner Run whitewater section.

Secale  in

61



MARYLAND SEGMENT

State Wild River

o
e

The 20-mife segment from Miilers F

Run to Friendsville is now pro-
tected as a State Wild River.
The Maryland Department of
Natural Resources worked with
a citizens committee to formu-
Tate zoning regulations, pub-
lished in May 1976, that pro-
vide protection within the
10,600 acre visual corridor.
Land within the corridor is
placed into one of three zones
that would permit second home
and other development on
parcels ranging in size from
two to ten acres. Most of the
land is zoned for 10 acre
minimum Tots. No additional
public recreation areas are
provided under the zoning
proposal.

Md.
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National Wild River: Plan A

State zoning of the 22-mile river corri-
dor from Oakland to Friendsville could
result in desighation of the Youghiogheny
as a National Wild River. This would
involve a visual corridor of 11,400 acres.
In addition to zoning, national designa-
tion would require improved public access
to the river for recreation. This access
could be provided by specific recreation
sites and a foot and bicycie path
paralieling the river.

National Wild River: Plan B

Preservation of the Youghiogheny River
could be accomplished through designa-
tion as a National Wild River. Under
this option, over 11,000 acres -- com-
prising the visual corridor from Qakland
to Friendsville -- would be publicly
acquired. Various land protection tech-
niques would be appropriate, including
cash purchase of full title and develop-
ment rights, exchange of excess State
land holdings in Garrett County, if any,
for land adjacent to the river.
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MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES

Ouring the course of this study, various alternatives for the future
management of the Youghiogheny River have been explored. If the river
is added to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, its segments
could be administered by the states, by a federal agency, or through

a jeint state-federal effort.

State Management

Both the Pennsylvania and Maryland seaments could be protected as state
managed streams in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Section
2{a){ii) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act established the procedure
for accomplishing this. Essentially, that provision requires the
Governor of the State involved to submit an apptication for river
designation to the Secretary of the Interior, together with a plan for
assuring the long-term protection of the resource. Such state-managed
rivers must be permanently administered as national river areas at no
ongoing expense to the Unites States. However, aother costs involved

in the protection of the river resource can be borne by federal and
state funds.

If this management alternative is selected, administrative responsibilities
for the Pennsylvania segment would most likely be placed with the Depart-
ment of Environmental Resources. Since over 50% of the Pennsytvania
segment flows through Ohiopyle State Park, it would be possible to

manage the river through the existing park structure. Both the Pennsyl-
vania Fish Commission and -Pennsylvania Game Commission (independent state
agencies) have an interest in the Youghiogheny and are involved in aspects
of the river's administration. Pennsylvania's fishing and boating program
is administered by the Pennsylvania Fish Commission, while the game

program is determined by the Pennsylvania Game Commission.

On the Haryland side, the state's Department of Natural Resources would
be the appropriate managing agency. Supervising recreational use of the
river could be accomplished either by establishing a separate unit or by
expanding the responsibitities of Swallow Falls State Park personnel to
include the Youghiogheny.

Federai Management

The Youghiogheny River could be administered as a federal component of

the national vrivers system by an agency of the U.S. Government. This

could involve Interior Department agencies such as the National Park

Service. Also, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers would be an appropriate

agency, since it has played an important role along the Youghiogheny -
since the 1940's through its operation of Youghiogheny Dam and Lake.

If one of these agencies is selected, all costs for planning, acquisition,
recreation facility development, and administration would be borne by the .
Federal government.

No federal management has been considered for the protection of the
Youghiogheny River in Pennsylvania, since most of the study system is
alreaay protected by Ohiopyle State Park. Maryland has expressed some
interest in federal management, however, almost all of the study segment
is already a component of the Maryland Wild and Scenic Rivers System.
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Joint State-Federal Management

A cooperative state-federal approach
to managing the Youghiogheny could
take several forms. Through a series
ot formal agreements, areas of respon
sibility could be defined for each
agency involved. For example, a
Federal agency could assume recrea-
tion management duties, while the
state assured adequate land use
regulations and maintained special
programs such as fish stocking.
Alternatively, the federal role

could predominate, with the state
providing assistance through such
programs as strict control of water
quality on tributary streams.

m;g_dgié

P Y
DURING LOW WATER

Given the substantial investment the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hac
made along the Pennsylvania segment, any realistic joint management
approach there would include only a limited federal role. Federal
ownership of lands along that section would be impractical, since it
would necessitate extensive intergovernmental property transfers with-
out increasing the level of river protection available. Also, such a
scheme would seriously impair the Commonwealth's development of
Ohiopyle State Park.

Since there are no large public
landholdings on the Maryland seg-
ment, the range of possibilities
for a joint management approach
is broader. For example, land
use protection efforts could
become a shared responsibility,
with the federal agency acquiring
critical natural areas and access
sites while the Department of
Natural Resources monitored land
use regulations for the balance
of the visual corridor. Alter-
natively, the federal role could
be limited to recreation manage-
ment, with the state assuming
most of the administrative respon-
sibility for the river.

MUDDY CREEK FALLS
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PLAN FOR A WILD AND SCENIC RIVER

Objectives
Boundaries
River Corridor Management

Recreation Access
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Preparation of a wild and scenic river plan involves setting the manage-
ment objectives to be pursued, defining the plan's boundaries, deciding
upon management arrangements, and offering guidelines for proper resource
use and adequate public access. The plan which follows seeks to pre-
serve the Youghiogheny River's outstanding values. 1t permits compatible
Jand and water uses while regulating the intensity of those uses in con-
formance with the natural character and “carrying capacity" of the
resource. The goal is to permit public and private use of the river
corridor while discouraging overuse.

Objectives

In order to assure its preservation as a scenic river, the Youghiogheny
should be managed to:

* Protect the outstanding scenic values of the river corridor,
* Preserve the free-flowing condition of the waters.

* Maintain and upgrade water quality.

* Provide high quality outdoor recreation opportunities.

* Maintain and enhance the outstanding quality of fish and wildlife
resources.

* Maintain good air quality.

* Provide for a level of recreation use that minimizes deterioration
of land and water resources.

A HEAVILY WOODED STRETCH DURING LOW WATER
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Boundaries

Two segments of the Youghiogheny River are recommended for national
river status: |
|

Oakland to Friendsville, Md. 22 miles
Youghiogheny Dam to South Connellsville 27 mites
In order to preserve the vriver's natural values, especially its scenic i

quality, a lateral boundary comprising the visual corridor {Tine-of-
sight from the river) should be established. This involves 11,400

acres on the Maryland side and 10,300 acres along the Pennsylvania
segment.

VISUAL CORRIDOR

CORRIDOR DIAGRAM
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River Corridor Management

The 27-mile Pennsylvania segment between Confluence and South Connellsville
qualified for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and
could be added to the system as a state-administered National Scenic River
upon application by the Governor of Pennsylvania to the Secretary of the In-
terior. Responsibility for land and water management would generally reside
with the Commonwealth, which now owns about two-thirds of the visual corridor.

The "Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers Inventory" of 1975 identified this Youghio-
gheny River segment and a number of its tributaries, including Meadow,
Cucumber and Jonathan Runs and a segment of Indian Creek, as candidates for
study and possible inclusion in the State Scenic Rivers System. Designation
and management as a State Scenic River would require the formal support of
the Governor and Legislative action by the General Assembly. Through the
study process successfully established by the Department of Environmental
Resources (DER) for other State Scenic River candidates, the public is
afforded ample opportunity to assist in the development of designation,
management and administration proposal. It is the policy of DER to cooper-
ate with local residents, river users, local governments and agencies and
appropriate State agencies to develop acceptable public goals and programs
for the use and protection of this significant natural and recreational
river resource.

Ohiopyle State Park serves numerous and diverse recreational needs. River-
boating is one of the Park's primary recreational attractions and activities.
Both private and commercial boating on the river are and will continue to be
managed in a manner consistent with the natural capability of the river to
support such use, and in keeping with the capacity of related park facilities.
Increased fishing activity on this river segment, for example, requires that
recreational management plans assure nonconflicting opportunities for both
fishing and boating as well as ather recreational uses in this area.

In addition to DER, both the Pennsylvania Fish Commission and the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission (which are independent agencies} would also play an
active role in protecting the river's values. The Fish Commission has
established a substantial trout stocking program for the Youghiogheny and
that program's continuation and expansion would contribute to the river's
attractiveness. The Fish Commission, which administers Pennsylvania's
boating safety program, could be involved in protecting the Youghiogheny.
Similarly, the Game Commission wanages lands within the proposed corridor
boundary for wildlife purposes. Their wildlife management efforts are an
important element in protecting the river’'s character.

DER does not have any plans for the acquisition of large portions of land

in the Youghiogheny River Valley. The Secretary of Environmental Resources

has previously stated that if additional lands become available on a willing-
seller, willing-buyer basis, DER would consider acquiring the Tands, provided
such lands are necessary for the operation of the Ohiopyle State Park and any
future bicycle and hiking trails from Confluence to South Connelisville,
Therefore, in order to protect the remaining 3,500 acres in the visual corridor
not under public ownership, local communities with their own zoning measures
may be sought.
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With the assistance of Tocal governments and fed-
eral agencies, DER should continue and, wherever
possible, accelerate its water pollution abatement
efforts with attention devoted to minimizing acid
mine drainage, especialily from the Casselman River.

While the entire Youghiogheny River in llaryiand is
a component of the llaryland Rivers System, the £0-
mile segment between Millers Run and Friendsville,
is protected as a "wild river with regulations on
use and development. This segment plus the two
mites to Oakland could be administered as a
Hational Wild River by the State of Maryland, upon
application by the Governor to the Secretary of
the Interior,

Under this proposal, Maryland‘s Department of
Natural Resources (DNR)} would assume primary re-
sponsibility for land and water management. Approx-§g
imately 90% of the corridor's 11,400 acres would
remain in private ownership, subject to land use
regulations promulgated by ONR. Light density
development wouid be permitted on lots ranging in
size from 2 to 10 acres, with most of the corridor
being zoned into 10 acre minimum lots. Commercial
timber harvesting would be permitted, subject to
review and approval of cutting plans by DNR. This
review process would assure that sound forestry
management practices are adhered to so that soil
erosion and adverse scenic impacts are kept to a
minimum.

In submitting its appiication for national river
status, the state would include a management plan
that guarantees public access to the river for rec- k=,
reational purposes. Currently, the Swallow Falls
site is the only public recreation area along the
vriver. In order to accommodate visitors' desires
to enjoy the Youghiogheny's natural amenities while
relieving Tocal property owners of the burden im-
posed on them by continual trespass, additionail
publicTy-owned access areas are needed. Adequate
recreation services can be provided by developing
several new sites with rustic facilities and by —— |
locating a foot trail parallel to the river. This EXCELLENT WHITEWATER RAFTING |
would require acquisition by the state of about 800 acres.

|

|

In addition to enforcing comprehensive land use regulations within the vriver
corridor, a public agency could appropriately consider other land protection
techniques. Thus, protection of the Youghiogheny could also involve cash pur-
chase of full title and development rights, exchange of excess state landholdings
in Garrett County if any, for land adjacent to the river

should continue and, wherever possible, accelerate water pollution abatement
efforts. Attention should be devoted to eliminating untreated domestic sewage,

|
Maryland's DNR, with the assistance of local governments and federal agencies,
|
especially from the Oakland area.
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Recreation Access

The Youghiogheny's substantial natural values, especially its scenic

| character and whitewater, make it a prime recreation resource. The

| river and its adjacent lands can be enjoyed by the general public if

| a sufficient number of access points are provided. Through careful

| site selection and design, rustic facilities, trail and boat launching,
and take-out points can be developed which:

* accommodate visitors' desires to enjoy the river's natural amenities.

* maintain a high quality recreation experience by reguiating the level
of recreation use.

* minimize the burden of trespassing on local property owners.

Table 9 SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

T ) ™

/- Pennsylvania Maryland \
-

Designation Scenic Wild

River Length (miles) 27 22

Corridor Protection (acres)

Full Title Acquisition * 800
Existing Public Lands 6,800 200
Zoning Requlations 3,500 10,400

10,300 11,400

Cost Estimates ('78 $)

Land Acquisition -- $ 950,000

Recreation Development $965,000 625,000

Total Capital Expense $965,000 $1,560,000

Annual Operation & Maintenance $170,000 $ 76,000

Management Responsibility Commonwealth State of
of Pennsylvania Marylanﬁ_J///

* It is the current policy of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to
purchase available land for the expansion of Ohiopyle State Park
entirely on a willing-seller, willing-buyer basis. Therefore, the
amount of land that wil)l be available and the resultant cost is
unpredictable.
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Along the Pennsylvania segment, a raft
and kayak take-out point is being con-
structed at Bruner Run. This will .
serve recreationists using the Chio- BRI ’\_'ER;'
pyle to Stewarton whitewater section. RUN
The stretches between Confluence and
Ohiopyle and between Bruner Run and

South Connellsville could also be

more utilized for boating, partic-

ularly for open-decked canoes. Access

in these stretches for the improving
fishery should also be considered.

In the near future, hiking and

bicycling facilities are expected

to be available along the abandoned
right-of-way being donated by the

Western Maryland Railway. The
Commonwealth will probably establish
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trail heads near South Connellsville PA.
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the trail’s opening. W.VA. i MD.

Access to the Youghiogheny's
Maryland segment would be appro-
priate in the vicinity of Oakland, |
Hoyes Run, Sang Run, and Friends- I
ville. MWhether all of these
locations, or some combination of
them, should be opened to the
public will depend upon the state's
plan for recreation management of
the river corridor. In addition,

a foot path paralleling the river
would permit hikers and fishermen
to explore the river's scenic
character.
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ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVES

CONTINUATION OF EXISTING TRENDS: PENNSYLVANIA SEGMENT

Environmental and Land Use Impacts
Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends
Economic and Regional Development Impacts
Social Impacts

CONTINUATION QF EXISTING TRENDS: MARYLAND SEGMENT

Environmental and Land Use Impacts
Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends
Economic and Regional Development Impacts
Social Impacts

PENNSYLVANIA SCENIC RIVER

Environmental and Land Use Impacts
Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends
Economic and Regional Development Impacts
Social Impacts

MARYLAND WILD RIVER: PLAN A

Environmental and Land Use Impacts
Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends
Economic and Regional Development Impacts
Social Impacts

MARYLAND WILD RIVER: PLAN B
Environmental and Land Use Impacts
Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends

Economic and Regional Development Impacts
Social Impacts
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Guided by the U.S. Water Resources Council's "Principles and Standards
for planning Water and Related Land Resources", five alternative plans
for the Youghiogheny area have been developed and analyzed. The purpose
of the information displayed and evaluated in this section is to provide
a basis for decisions regarding the future of the Youghiogheny River area.
The three Natjonal Wild and Scenic River options (with three management
options) emphasize environmental quality. These alternatives should not
all be construed as recommendations of. this report. The recommended
alternatives are identified in the text and the accompanying tables. The
remaining alternatives are hypotheticals included to provide contrast to
the recommendations and to provide basic information on the costs and
benefits of adopting one approach over another. The aim of these plans
is to show a full range of possibilities to assist in making decisions
about the recommended plan.

Each alternative is compared to an "Existing Trend" alternative which
reflects a continuation of existing environmental and economic trends.

Each is discussed within the basic framework of the four accounts system

in accord with the Principles and Standards. The four accounts represented
are: (1) Environmental Quality, (2) National Economic Development, (3) Re-
gional Economic Development, and (4) Social Well-Being. For discussion
purposes, the economic and regional development accounts have been con-
sidered separately to aid decision makers in reviewing the specific con-
servation and recreation impacts of each alternative.

These impacts are incorporated into the various "display accounts" in
a series of tables. Each display account compares the alternative under
discussion to both the "No Action" alternative and to the proposal.

Information was provided by Federal, State and local agencies, organiza-
tions and individuals, as well as through public meetings and field
inspections. Examination of current laws, other plans, requlations and
policies regarding resource use supplemented these sources. A case study
approach was taken in those instances where precise data were unavailable,

The "Existing Trends" situation illustrates current programs and policies
that are likely to continue if no new action is taken as a result of this
study. This alternative involves state and local goverrment programs as
well as private sector activity.

Along the Pennsylvania study segment, the Commonwealth is expected to
continue its development of Ohiopyle State Park. In contrast, the Maryland
section of the Youghiogheny River will remain largely in private ownership,
with regulation of use and development from Millers Run to Friendsville.

Section 7 of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act prohibits the Federal
Power Commission from licensing any new projects or construction which are
water resources projects (defined as changing the free-flowing character-
istics of a river) on, or directly affecting, any rivers that are components
of the National System. Power generating facilities would normally be
considered water resource projects, whereas utility crossings would not
normally be considered as such. The Act does not provide for any air
quality restrictions.
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CONTINUATION OF EXISTING TRENDS: PENNSYLVANIA SEGMENT

Environmental and Land Use Impacts

Land use and ownership patterns along the Pennsylvania segment of the
Youghiogheny have been changing from private open space to public rec-
reation lands. However, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Resources does not have any plans for the acquisition of large portions
of land in the Youghiogheny River Valley. The Secretary of Environmental
Resources has stated that if additional lands become available on a
witling-seller, willing-buyer basis, the Department would consider
acquiring the lands provided such Tands are necessary for the Ohiopyle
State Park and any future bicycle and hiking trails from Confluence to
South Connellsville. Additionally, the Western Maryland Railway has
donated 1its abandoned roadbed paralleling the western bank of the
Youghiogheny to the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. The Conservancy
plans to transfer ownership to Pennsylvania's Department of Environemntal
Resources, which will then convert the right-of-way to a hiking and
bicycling trail. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad's trackage paralleling
the river on the east will remain in operation.

Pennsylvania's park and gameland efforts will assure the long-term environ-
mental integrity of the majority of the Youghiogheny segment from Youghio-
gheny Reservoir downstream to South Connelisville. In its recent scenic
rivers inventory, the Commonwealth's Department of Enviranmental Resources
Tisted the study segment as a "first priority A" stream, that is, a river
having statewide significance and a "most immediate need for protection

and urgent need for additional study".

Lands within Ohiopyle State Park will be maintained in their natura’
condition, with recreation use concentrated on-river, along the proposed
trail, and at several selected access points. Maintenance of a high
quality trout fishery within the Youghiogheny is a prime concern of the
Pennsylvania Fish Commission, which maintains a biennial stock program of
160,000 fingerling trout. If water quality is stabilized or improved,

the study segment will be established as the best trout area in south-
western Pennsylvania. Wildlife productivity will be maintained through
the management efforts of the Pennsylvania Game Commission, which controls
2,000 acres of state gamelands within the visual corridor.

Coal extraction or other mining activity is not 1ikely to occur within
the visual corridor, since such activity is not considered compatible
with the Commonwealth's recreation plans.,

Under "Existing Trends" conditions, it is unlikely that hydroelectric power

development will occur, even though the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
conduct a feasibility study for the development of hydropower at Youghio-
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gheny Dam. In 1966, the Federal Power Commission 1isted four potential
hydropower sites on the Youghicgheny in Pennsylvania. However, the
Commission has noted that no plans currently exist to develop these sites
and that no utility companies have expressed any interest in them. The
Ohio River Basin Commission's 1975 study of the Monongahela River Basin
excluded all four sites from its recommended plan for power.

Aside from coal, no other energy resources are known to exist along the
Youghiogheny, thus no other energy development is contemplated there.

Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends

If current trends continue, recreation will remain the primary use of
the Youghiogheny River. With the Commonwealth's policy to acquire lands
for the expansion of Ohiopyle State Park entirely on a willing-seller,
willing-buyer basis, land acquisition costs cannot be estimated. Rec-
reation development will require $950,000 in capital expenditures while
annuia operation and maintenance costs are estimated at $170,000.

Recreation use between 1978 and 1980 will increase on the Pennsylvania
segment due primarily to the opening of a hiking and bicycling trail on
the former Western Maryland Railway right-of-way. By 1980, annual
recreation days* will exceed 200,000, of which 62% will be attributable
to rafting, kayaking, and canoeing. A 20% gain in total recreation use
is projected between 1980 and 1990, due primarily to additional trail
use. HWhitewater use will level off at about 125,000 recreation days, as
the physical capacity of the Ohiopyle to Bruner Run "run" is attained.

Economic and Regional Development Impacts

Expenditures by recreationists comprise the major portion of river-
generated economic activity. Along the Pennsylvania side, such expen-
diture should approach $5,300,000 annually by 1980 and reach almost
$6,000,000 per year by 1990. Due to the attractiveness of Ohiopyle
State Park and the widespread interest in the Youghiogheny's whitewater
recreation opportunities, the majority of river users are persons who
do not live in either Fayette or Somerset County. Thus, an estimated
85% of total expenditures is attributable to spending by non-residents.

* A recreation day consists of one person engaged in recreation activity
for one day or a part of one day. Thus a person who rafts for four hours
engages in one recreation day of activity.
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Social Impacts

Whitewater use in the Ohiopyle to Indian Creek segment has reached
congestion levels, with over 100.000 persons rafting and kayaking
there in 1977. During the recreation season, and average of 700
persons float this seven mile stretch each weekday while 1,400
travel it on a weekend day. This has produced a "crowding" effect
which diminished the scenic and recreational experience on-river.
Pennsylvania is now making an effort to control use levels on the
whitewater reach in Ohiopyle State Park. The new system considering
daily maximum capacity, maximum per hour, outfitter agreements

and launching times, for all levels is now being implemented. Under
¢lose management, the recreation use will grow through a more even
distribution of river use over week days and more evenly during the
weekend morning and afternoon hours.

RAFTS AND KAYAKS ARE USED IN THE WHITEWATER STRETCHES
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CONTINUATION OF EXISTING TRENDS: MARYLAND SEGMENT

Environmental and Land Use Impacts

I1f existing trends continue, the regulation of use and development by
Maryland's Department of MNatural Resources will be the primary land use
determinant along the Youghiogheny's Maryland segment. The regulations
apply to the 20-mile visual corridor from Millers Run to Friends-

ville, a land area of 10,500 acres. Ninety-eight percent of this acreage
is now privately owned. Three zones have been established which permit
development densities ranging from one structure per two acres to one
structure per 10 acres. Zone 1 includes those areas within the scenic
corridor of maximum remoteness and ruggedness which are generally in-
accessible by road or trail, and where shoreline and adjoining lands of
the wild river are essentially primitive in character; Zone 2 includes
those areas within the scenic corridor which are accessible in places

by roads and trails, but where shorelines and adjoining lands are less
primitive than Zone 1, but are largely undeveloped; and Zone 3 inciudes
those areas within the scenic corridor that are readily accessiblie by
road and where the shorelines and adjoining lands have limited develop-
ment. No Tand use regulation, either at the state or Tocal level, is
contemplated for the two-mile river segment from the Youghiogheny's con-
fluence with the Little Youghiogheny River (at Qakland) to Millers Run.

With recent improvements in water quality, the Youghiogheny's Maryland
section has become a prime location for second home development. It is
expected that this development potential will be realized within the next
decade. As a result, the river's primitive character will disappear and
be replaced by a sparsely populated vacation home setting. Assuming that
only limited development would occur on land having a 20% or greater slope,
reguiations would permit a maximum of 800 dwellings within the zoned river
corridor. At a density of one building per two acres, the unzoned visual
corridor upstream of Millers Run could support about 400 dweilings. Thus,
as many as 1,200 second homes could be accommodated along the Youghio-
gheny under the "No Plan” situation. Maximum development will probably
not occur rapidly, however. Thus, only 300 structures are projected to

be "in place" by the year 1990. The s0il conditions would preclude use

of septic tanks in connection with dense development.

Currently no plans exist for additiional public acquisition along the
Maryland segment. Thus, total state holdings are expected to remain
stable at about 200 acres, most of which is located at Swallow Falls.

The Maryland segment is now considered a unique trout fishery due to its
inaccessibility and flow characteristics. The state now stocks about
2,000 adult rainbow trout and 20,000 to 30,000 fingerling trout annually.
Some natural reproduction is suspected, but no data exists on how signifi-
cant this is. The stocking program is likely to continue so long as water
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quality remains good. The long-term viability of trout fishery is probably
dependent upon the extent of development. If development adversely affects
water quality, or if it results in a severe limitation on public access,
continued stocking by the state may become unjustifiable.

Coal extraction or other mining activity is not 1ikely to occur within
the visual corridor, since Maryland’'s scenic rivers statute prohibits
strip mining or any other form of mineral extraction which involves
surface disturbance within the zoned area. No hydropower development

is contemplated along the river. While the Federal Power Commission

has listed Sang Run as a potential site, no interest has been expressed
in developing it, and the Ohio River Basin Commission has excluded Sang
Run from its recommended plan for power in the Monongahela River Basin.
Operations at the Hoyes Run peaking station, which is supplied with water
from Deep Creek Lake, are expected to continue at present levels.

Aside from coal, no other energy resources are known to exist along the
Youghiogheny, thus no other energy development is contemplated there.

Timber harvesting is expected to remain a relatively minor activity

that will be concentrated between Oakland and Sang Run. The age of the
stands have made timber cutting uneconcmical there for the past 17 years.
Where small cuts occur between Millers Run and Sang Run, they would

be regulated under state zoning to minimize adverse environmental and
scenic impacts.

Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends

Recreation use of the Maryland segment is unlikely to grow appreciably
under "Existing Trends”. Thus, only a 2% increase is projected between
1978 and 1980, with a further gain of 11% in the 1980-1990 period. Of
the 144,000 recreation days occurring along the Maryland segment now,
over 90% results from sightseeing and related activity on state land at
Swallow Falls. This pattern is not expected to change significantly.

The State of Maryland is not expected to add to its land holdings or
intensify its recreation management role along the river. Thus, no
recreation development costs are anticipated.

Economic and Regional Development Impacts

Relatively minor economic impacts are associated with a continuation of
existing trends. Recreationists will spend approximately $722,000 by
1980 and $810,000 by 1990. Seventy-five percent of this will be expended
within Garrett County by non-residents,
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Social Impacts

The likely development of second homes along the river will
adversely affect the scenic values of the Maryland corridor.
Persons travelling to the river for recreation will find that
the primitive character of the Youghiogheny will have disappeared,
to be repiaced with Tight density development. Thus, the sense
of solitude which the river has provided to persons from the
nearby urban centers will be diminished and perhaps lost.
Assuming that significant subdivision and construction activity
will occur by 1990, it is probable that public access to the
Maryland segment will be more restricted than at present. As
individuals make substantial investments in the corridor, it is
Tikely that they will become more reluctant to permit casual
access over their property.

GCCASIONAL DEVELOPMENT ALONG THE MARYLAND SEGMENT AT SANG RUN
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PENNSYLVANIA SCENIC RIVER

Under this option, which is the proposal for the Pennsylvania segment,
27 miles of the Youghiogheny River between Confluence and South
Connellsville would be protected as a scenic river. It would be
managed within the state system and could be added to the National
system. The 10,300 land acres visible from the river would be included
in the designated corridor,

Environmental and Land Use Impacts

This option conforms with the Commonwealth's current land and water use
plans for the Youghiogheny. With most of the area incorporated into
Ohiopyle State Park, public land and water management responsibilities
would be the responsibility of the Department of Environmental Resources,
the Fish Commission, and the Game Commission. The remaining 3,500 acres
in private ownership would be the responsibility of the local governments,
who would be provided technical assistance from the Commonwealth.

A high quality environment along the river would be maintained under this
alternative. Land within the designated corridor would remain in a natural
condition and be used primarily for recreation. Human use would be con-
centrated on-river, along the trail established over the abandoned rail-
road right-of-way, and at selected access points. About 2,000 acres

would be managed for wildlife productivity by the Pennsylvania Game
Commission. While the Fish Commission would continue its trout stock
activity, further upgrading of the water quality would result in the
establishment of a stable, moderate-size natural fishery composed of
species such as brown trout.

As in the Existing Trends situation, no resource extraction activity
(including coal mining and timber harvesting) and no hydropower develop-
ment would occur if this option were selected.

Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends

The Commonwealth presently considers land purchases necessary to the
compietion of its Ohiopyle State Park holdings only on a willing-seller,
willing-buyer basis. Development of recreation facilities requires
$950,000, while annual operaticn and maintenance costs are estimated at
$170,000.

Recreation use of the Youghiogheny will increase 82% between 1977 and
1980, due mostly to the opening of a hiking and bicycling trail of the
former Western Maryland Railway right-of-way. In order to enhance the
whitewater experience, this option envisions lTimitations on rafting and
kayaking. Acceptable levels of whitewater use would eventually be




determined by the Commonwealth and could range from 50,000 to 100,000
recreation days of whitewater use by 1980. The Commonwealth has
indicated, however, that a reduction to the Tower limits is unlikely.
Instead, there would be a redistribution of use.

Economic and Regional Development Impacts

Expenditures by persons travelling to the Youghiogheny for recreation
should reach $3,300,000 by 1980 and $4,000,000 by 1990. These amounts
are 38% Tess than would result by 1980 under "Existing Trends" and 33%
Tess than such 1990 expenditures due to the losses associated with
restrictions on whitewater use. Study region spending by non-residents
will account for 75% of these totals.

Social Impacts

The most significant impact of this option over the situation where no
national designation would occur resuits from whitewater use restrictions.
A recreation management plan for national designation should incorporate
procedures for eliminating or reducing river congestion in the Ohiopyle
to Bruner Run section. If the river is managed well, it could accommo-
date more use. More control may be placed on weekend use by a variety
of measures. If use becomes too high, future measures to reduce its use
should be taken. Safety and environmental degradation should be used as
deterrents. As a result, persons who were on-river would have a keener
sense of the natural environment enveloping them, rather than being con-
stantly aware of a large numbey of other recreationists. Enhancement of
the on-river recreation experience through user restrictions will also
benefit hikers and fishermen. These groups will be more Tikely to enjoy
the river when it is less crowded with rafts. Nevertheless, most white-
water users are more concerned with the river action than with other
river users and the natural environment,

While the quality of recreation will improve with regulation of recreation
use, some negative impacts will also result. Limitation on users inevitably
means that some persons will not be able to experience the Youghiogheny's
whitewater thrills. Also, this option would result in some recreationists
shifting their visit to the river from the prime summer months to late
spring or early fall, and shifting to other areas.
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MARYLAND WILD RIVER: PLAN A

As the proposal for the Maryland segment, this alternative plan
proposes that the 22-mile segment of the Youghiogheny River from
Dakland to Friendsville, Maryland could be protected through state
zoning. Under this option, over 10,000 acres would be placed in

low density development zones, while the state's total corridor
holdings would increase by 800 acres. The river could be designated
a WILD component of the national system and would be administered by
the state.

-

Environmental and Land Use Impacts

Given recent improvements in water quality and the impressive
natural setting of the Youghiogheny's Maryland section, the land
adjacent to the river has considerable second home development
potential. State zoning under the administration of Maryland's
Department of Natural Resources would guide that development to
minimize its intrusiveness. This option would modify the state's
current zoning of the river to include a 900 acre area between
Qakland and Millers Run. Assuming that section was placed into the
most restrictive category, 80% of the corridor would be subjected to
a 10 acre minimum lot size, 8% would be in the five acre minimum
zone, and 3% would be in the two acre minimum zone. The remaining
9% would be public lands. This pattern would permit a maximum of
900 dwellings within the river corridor, 300 less than under
existing conditions.

State land holdings would increase by as much as 800 acres to
provide access sites for recreation and a hiking trail. These
purchases would guarantee public access to the river.

This option envisions continued program of acid mine drainage
abatement and adequate sewage treatment. Such action would assure
the Tong term maintenance of good water quality, thus encouraging

the continuation of trout stocking by the state. Also, further water
quality improvements could result in the establishment of natural
reproduction of trout.

Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends

Approximately $950,000 would be required to purchase recreation
sites and trail land within the river corridor. An additional
$625,000 would be needed to properly develop the sites, while
$76,000 would be expended annually to manage recreation activity
along the river.
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Recreation use of the Maryland segment is expected to increase
gradually over the next decade. Currently about 90% of total use
occurs at Swallow Falls, where most persons engage in sightseeing,
picnicking, and nature walks. Hiking will become a more popular
activity as a trail is developed, although visits to Swallow Falis
will continue as the most popular river activity. By 1980, total
recreation days will exceed 155,000, and 8% increase over 1976
levels. Over 204,000 recreation days will occur annually by 1990.
Unlike the Pennsylvania segment, whitewater use of the Maryland
river stretch will remain a minor activity due to the high degree
of skill needed to safely navigate it.

Economic and Regional Development Impacts

Use of the river corridor is slight, and thus, it is not a major
factor in Garrett County's economic structure. Recreationists'
expenditures by 1980 should reach $740,000, and, by 1990, could
exceed $900,000 annually. Most of this amount is attributable

to sightseers and fishermen. About 75% is money "new" to the local
area, in the sense that it will be expended in Garrett County by
non-residents,

The county would forego $11,800 annually in real estate taxes due to
the acquisition program.

Social Impacts

In the Millers Run to Friendsville section, this option's social
impacts are similar to those under "Existing Trends". Thus, the
projected second home development will adversely affect the
corridor's substantial scenic values. The river's primitive
character will disappear, to be replaced by a pleasant, sparsely
settled environment. As a result, the sense of solitude which

the river now provides to persons from nearby urban centers will
be diminished, if not lost. A similar situation will occur in the
Oakland to Millers Run section. However, the implementation of
zoning regulations will substantially moderate development impacts,
so that the scenic value will not be diminished nearly as much as
might occur if no restrictions were imposed.
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MARYLAND WILD RIVER: PLAN B

This alternative plan is provided to show the possibilities of using

a variety of land acquisition techniques to assure protection of the
Youghiogheny River in Maryland. The river from Oakland to Friendsville
could be designated as a Wild River. Protection of the river's natural
values could occur either through full title acquisition of the entire
visual corridor or a combination of land protection techniques, including
cash purchase of full title and development rights by the State,
exchange of excess state land holdings in Garrett County for land
adjacent to the river, and private donations of property interests.
This would involve 11,400 acres within the visual corridor. Under

this approach, the river would be state-administered and added to the
national system upon application to the Secretary of the Interior by
the Governor of Maryland.

Environmental and Land Use Impacts

To accomplish the protection objective of this plan, the state could
buy 3,000 land acres outright and purchase development rights on 4,000
acres. In addition, excess state forest land in Garrett County could
be exchanged for 3,000 acres adjacent to the Youghiogheny River.
Parcels suitable for such an exchange have been identified by the
Garrett County Planning Commission, and additional tracts could be
selected following an inventory of state forest holdings in the county.
Donations of scenic easements and other property interests by land
owners would supplement the land transfer program. Such easements
would be especially useful on the steep slopes, where the primary concern
js protection of scenic values rather than direct public access.

The Tand ownership pattern along the river would shift from private
control to public control under this option. Presently, 98% of the
visual corvidor is held by private individuals. Over the long-term,
this change in ownership will have a dramatic effect on land use.
Currently, Tand along the river has high second home development
potential, and under "Existing Trends" it is expected that 300 homes
will be built there by 1990. The national wild river option, however,
would result in the corridor's lands remaining Targely in a primitive
condition. Except for several recreation access sites and a hiking
trail, development would be precluded within the designated boundary.

Water quality would be enhanced over the long-term. Acceleration

of pollution abatement measures could occur and problems of siltation
and waste disposal would be minimized by precluding residential or
commercial development.
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Assurance of good water quality would offer fishery benefits by
guaranteeing the viability of the state's trout stocking of 20,000
to 30,000 or more fingerlings annually. Also, the prospects for
development of some natural reproduction would be increased since
spawning areas would not be subjected to "slugs" of acid mine
drainage, siltation, or domestic sewage.

Wildlife resources would be maintained within the river corridor
as a result of preserving the area's primitive character. The
eastern fox, squirrel, bog turtle, and bobcat are threatened or
uncommon species thought to inhabit the river area. Although
exact habitat locations have not been identified foyr them, the
1ikelihood of their continued presence along the river is in-
creased by assuring that human intrusiveness will be minimized.

As with "Existing Trends" situation, this option will preclude
mineral extraction within the designated boundary. Since no hydro-
electric power development is contemplated anyway, WILD designation
will not have adverse energy consequences,

Conservation/Recreation Costs and Trends

Under this option, protection of the Youghiogheny would occur either
through a variety of land protection mechanisms or by purchase of
the entire visual corridor. Direct cash outlays for acquisition

of full title and development rights is estimated at $6,000,000,
while Tand acquisition costs for the entire visual corridor are
estimated at $12,200,000. Recreation development costs would total
$625,000, while annual operation and maintenance expenditures are
projected to be $76,000.

By precluding second home development, this option prevents the county
from collecting revenues associated with higher assessments on developed
parceis. Given Garrett County's general desirability as a second home
area, however, it is likely that many potential second home owners will
Tocate at other sites within the county. Since this alternative does
not discourage such development county-wise, the tax loss due to
building prohibitions along the river is probably negligible.

Recreation use of the Youghiogheny under this alternative is expected
to be comparable to that of Wild Plan A option. Thus, over 155,000
recreation days will occur by 1990. The 1980 use figures represent
and 8% increase over 1976 activity levels and a 5% higher Tevel than
1s projected under “Existing Trends™”.
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Economic and Regional Development Impacts

Economic mpacts of this option will not be substantial. By 1980, persons

using the river for recreation will be spending $740,000 annually. This

amount will increase to $900,000 by 1990. Since recreation activity

Tevels will be only slightly higher than under "Existing Trends', however,

only $28,000 by 1980 and $156,000 by 1990 can be considered additions

resulting from implementation of this plan. Approximately 75% of these 1
amounts will be spent within Garrett County by non-residents.

Total real estate taxes foregone under this option are estimated to range
from $78,600 to $163,200 annually, depending upon the amount of public
acquisitions by means of cash purchase. On parcels obtained through the
land transfer mechanism, no real estate taxes will be foregone. Where
currently tax exempt state forest Tand is exchanged for taxed river
corvidor acreage, the forest land will enter onto the tax rolls at the
same time as river corridor land becomes tax exempt. For example, if
1,000 acres of state forest land were given to a private individual in
exchange for 1,000 acres adjacent to the river, the total tax exempt
Tand throughaut the county would remain constant and property tax
revenue would be unaffected.

Social Impacts

The primary social benefit of this alternative results from its
preservation of the Youghicgheny's outstanding scenic values. By main-
taining the river corridor in a primitive condition, both local persons
and non-resident visitors are guaranteed access to an extensive area
unmodified by human activity. The sense of solitude experienced by
river users is heightened by the contrast it provides to the nearby
urban centers, which include the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Area.

By assuring the good water quality necessary to continuation of a trout
stock program, this plan provides considerable benefits to fishermen.

The Youghiogheny is unique among Maryland rivers in that it provides
considerable challienae to the expert fishermen. Since this option would
make it possible to implement a long-term trout stock program, both local
anglers and enthusiasts from outside the region would be assured a high
quality fishing experience if this plan was adopted.

With full title purchase of the entire visual corridor, two factors should
be considered. First, landowners along the river would not have the option
of retaining title and aesthetic use of their land through scenic easement
donations, since their holdings would be purchased outright. Second, this
option substantially increases the total amount of Garrett County land in
public ownership. Many county residents can be expected to oppose such

an increase, since 17% of the county already is controlled by the state.
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLYANIA
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
OFFICE OF THE BUDGET §

HARRISBURG, PA. 17120
P.Q. Box 1323

September 8, 1978

Mr. Richard L. Stanton

Regional Director

Mid Atrlantic Region

National Park Service

U.8. Department of the Interior
143 South Third Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

Dear Mr. Stanton:

We have received, for review and comment purposes, copies of the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Study Report on the
Youghiogheny Wild and Scenic River Study.

Copies of the materials were sent to various State agencies for
their comments.

Attached please find the comments of the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Resources.

Please consider these comments the Official response of the
Commonwealth concerning the two draft reports.

Sincerely,

foos Lo Fifeoer

Richard A. Heiss, Supervisor
Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse

RAH:njc

Attachment




DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

OO BOMN 1280

The Secreuary

HARRIABLURG PR MWEYI WAMIA i T1ED

August 21, 1978

Review and Evaluation of PSCH No.: 255-78 July 010
Youghiogheny Wild and
Scenic River Study
Fayette & Somerset Counties

7 N4
V122 L(% A
MAURICE K. GODDARD ™

Secretary of Envirormental Resources

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources has reviewed
the Youghiogheny Wild and Scenic River Study and Draft EIS prepared by
the U.S. Department of Interior, with particular attention to the candidate
scenic river reach in Pemnsylvania.

The Departmment would concur that the segment of the Youghiogheny between
Confluence and Scuth Comnellsville meets the legal criteria for inclusion in
either the State or National Wild and Scenic System as a scenic or recreational
river,

Of the management options identified in the Study and Draft EIS, the
Department of Environmental Resources recammends (1) designation of the
Youghiogheny as a state scenic river, with (2) primarily state management of
the resource, utilizing the existing state park structure and cooperative land
use regulation by the affected municipalities. For the reasons ocutlined in
the Study (pg. 64), Federal acquisition of land in the corridor, and Interior
Department management of fishing and recreation programs would be impractical
in light of the Commonwealth's existing investment and relatively effective
programs .

The Youghiogheny has been recommended by the State Scenic Rivers Task
Force for early consideration for study for inclusion in the State Scenic
Rivers Systam,



Richard Heiss, Supervisor -2 - August 21, 1978

In addition, the Department would like to make the following comments on
specific parts of the study and EIS:

(1) The Study and EIS fail to note that the Borough of Chiopyle {in the center
of the proposed scenic reach) obtains mmnicipal water supply directly from

the Youghiogheny, pursuant to an allocation issued by the Department. In

view of 16 U.S.C. Sec. 1278, which prohibits Federal licensing of any water
resources project which would have a "direct and adverse effect" on the values
of a designated stream, the EIS should clearly identify any potential conflict
between the proposed scenic river designation and future modification of
Ohiocpyle's intake and treatment structures.

(2} The report uses the references Ohiopyle to Stewarton as the main whitewater
reach. Stewarton is no longer in use and will not be reopened. Indian Creek
is being used on an interim basis until Bruner Run is open for use in "78-79".

{(3) The Western Maryland Railrcad abandoned its trackage in 1973-74. The
railway is now in ownership of the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.

(4) The report does not acknowledge Pennsylvania's efforts to control use

levels on the whitewater reach in Ohiopyle State Park. The new system
considering daily maximum capacity, maximm per hour, outfitter agreements and
launching times, for all levels is now being implemented. Capacity level studiec
have been exhaustively conducted and their recamendations are being implemented

(5) Page 32, paragraph 4 -- Attendance is 1 million (1,000,000) not one
hundred thousand (100,000).

(6) Page 33, paragrah 4 -- The important point to make here is that under
close management, the recreation use will grow through a more even distribution
of river use over the week days and more evenly during the weekend morning and
afternoon hours. Capacity levels will not be exceeded!

(7} Page 51, Planning Considerations, Social Environment. Some mention should
be made of the potential conflict developing between fishermen and boaters, and
perhaps alternative strategies for dealing with this situation.

(8) Page 51, paragraph 3 -- Mention should be made of capacity maximum,
starting times, Bruner Run take out for emergency access and planned utilization
of Western Maryland Railroad grade for emergency access along the entire seven
mile whitewater reach.

{9) Page 55, No. 1 -- The idea of protection should also be referenced to
Section 4 in that this section defines the characteristics of a stream to be
classified as wild, scenic, recreational, or modified recreation.

(10) Page 73, map, recreation access, potential sites. Both Confluence and
South Comnellsville should be indicated on west bank of river.

(11) Page 79, the phrase, "no whitewater use regulations exist" is erroneous.
A new regulation system is now in operation!
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{12) Page 83, paragraph 6 —— River use levels are campletely ocut of line.
Pennsylvania would never be able to accamplish a 90% decrease in current boating
activity.

(13) Page 84, paragraph 2 — "inundated with rafts". This statement esthibits
a limited understanding of whitewater user attitudes. Very few whitewater
visitors notice the natural enviromment, they are engrossed with the river
action only!

(14) Page 56, No. 5 -~ The inference in this paragraph is that Federal management
standards are better than the State's -- of course the Cammcnwealth of Pennsylvania
digagrees.

(15) The section of geology and minerals in the subject report is considerably
out of date and also inconplete. For exanple, the coal productions which are
cited are for 1974; both production and value of coal has greatly Increased in
that area, Similarly, the production and value of natural gas in that area
has greatly increased.

It is unfortunate that after having referred to the variety of mineral
camodities produced in the subject area (including coal, natural gas, clay,
stone, sand, and gravel) that the sumary statement on page 15 refers to only
one camodity namely, coal, as being camercially significant. That summary
statement should be corrected inasmuch as the other mineral resources are
important to the econamics of the area.

Inquiries about these comments and further information regarding the proposed

action should be addressed to: Keith R. Gentzler, Chief, Division of Policy Planning

& Project Review, Bureau of Environmental Planning, Room 813, Executive House,
Harrisburg, PA 17120, Telephone (717} 783-1334.



STATE OF MARYLAND

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21404

BLAIR LEE M

AETING GOVERNOA J‘I.lly 13, 1978

The Honorable Cecil D. Andrus

United States Department of the Interior
Dffice of the Secretary

washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Secretary Andrus:

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of the draft
report and draft environmental impact statement on the proposed
Youghiogheny Wild and Scenic River Study.

I have forwarded it to the Capital Programs Administra-
tion of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources which will
suoply comments, I am sure, within the time period you specified,

Sincerely,
e
) ("”‘
Blair Lee IIX
Acting GOovernor



MHMES B. COULTER
SECRETARY

LOUIS N. PHIPPE, JR.
DEFUTY SECRETARY

¢

STATE OF MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

CAPITAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION
TAWES STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 2140}

FRED L. ESKEW
ASSIST ANT SECRETARY
FOR CAPITAL PROGRAMS

269-3656

August 28, 1978

*Ir. Robert Eastmen
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Washington D.C. 207240

Dear IMr. Eastmen:

This constitutes the Department of National Resources review
of the My 1978 Draft Report: of the Youghiogheny River Wild and
Scenic River Siudy and the Draft Environmental Statement Youghiogheny
State and National Wild and Scenic River. Because of the close similarity
between the two documents the following comments apply to both.

The first comments which we will make are comments that were made
by Secretary Coulter in the correspondence of tay 6, 1977 to Mr. Maurice
D. Arnold and which were not considered in the 1978 draft. If this was
an oversire, please make the necessary changes; however, if you have
disagreement with those comments we would like the opportunity to discuss
them with vou,

May 6, 1977 Comments

Policy Issues - Ttem 2.

As you know, I am concerned about the inherent conflict beteen the
recreational use of the river and maintenance of the river in a wild or
scenic state. 1 recommend that the report at least address this issue,
and make clear that there is a potential for conflict through over-use
At present, the report seems to recommend increased recreational use
without acknowledging this problem,

Comments on the Text of the Report - Item 5

Page 29, Approximately 19% of Garrett County land is managed by this
Department, not 17%.



lr. Robert Eastmen Page 2.

Page 31. In reference to use of the path upstream from Friendsville,
perhaps it should be mentioned that this is a privately owned right-of-way

Page 71. While our regulations have some of the features of zoning, we
prefer that it not be referred to as 'State ing"”. Reference to
"regulation of use and development' should be sufficient. 1

Current Comments

1) Recommend changing water rights section to read as follows:

Since 1933, the appropriation and use of water in Maryland is subject
to control by State law (Appropriation or use Permit, Section 8-802,
Natural Resources Article, Ammotated Code of Maryland). Except for
specific exemptions for farm use and uses prior to 1933, the statute
covers all commercial, industrial, and mumicpal withdrawals of groumd
and surface waters in the Maryland portion of the Youghiogheny River
watershed.

Additionally, another State of Maryland permit, the waterway con-
struction permit, is required to change in whole of part the course,
current, or cross section of any stream or body of water within the
State."

In Pernsylvania, water rights are based on riparian doctrine. Thus,
the awmer of land bordering a river or stream is entitled to use the
water to benefit his land. Use by the adjacent owner is tempered,
however, by the concept of 'reasonableness” -- a user camnot appropriate
water in amounts which unduly infringe on other riparian owners' rights
to also benefit from a stream's flow. ''reasonableness” is not precisely
defined, but is instead determined on a case-by-case basis whenever a
dispute arises.

In Permsylvania,river bottom lands within the low water marks are
owmed by the Camomwealth in accordance with legislation dating from 1782.
Maryland's laws recognize riparian owners who hold title under patents
issted prior to March 3, 1862, as also the owners of the river bed where
non-tidal waters are involved. Thus, the Youghiogheny's river bed is
owned by the Commormealth of Pennsylvania and by adjacent landowners or
by the State of Maryland in aryland, dependent upon date of patent.
In both states, the public retains rights of navigation and, it appears, -
clear, to fishing in Maryland.

Even though this is a conplex and partially unresolved area of the lav .
it is clearly the case tha: there are public rights to the water itself
and for such activities as navigation, fishing, and waterway construction
even though the bottom may be privately owned.




Mr. Robert Eastmin Page 3.

2) Page 11. The laryland Forest Service manages Garrett Forest.
Swallow Falls State Park which is within Garrett State Forest is managed
by the Maryland Park Service.

Page 39. The virgin hemlock stand is at Swallow Falls State Park.

Page 56. In Garrett County 157 of gross revemues has been increased
to 25; by legislative act.

3) In every instance where 'exchange of excess State land holding in
Garrett County is mentioned, we recommend that it read: ‘''exchange of
excess State land holdings in Garvett County, if any, for land adjacent
to the river,"

4) In Fish and Wildlife section add the following:
In addition to game fish the Maryland section of the river has a

diverse fish populaticn dfvery rare or extirpated fish which could add
scientific interest.

5) Page 67. Change "On river studies could be accomplished...' to
read "Supervising recreational use of the river could be accannllshed

6) Page 2, Recommended Action

The wording is not clear regarding the extent of the reccnnended trail
system paralleling the river. We suggest the following wording:
public access to the river and an appropriate trail system parallellng
the river for recreational purposes.

The State of Marvland will consider utilizing abandoned railroads
and tramvays for a trail system.

Page 8. The entire Youghiogheny River in Maryland, not just the
twenty-mile wild river segment is in the State Wild and Scenic Rivers
system.

Page 11. The Youghiogheny River was designated a scenic river in
1971, not 1969.

Reference is made to a map on page 37; no map exists.
Page 51, Change 157. of gross revenues to 25%.
Page 68. Photographic caption should read: ‘'THuddy Creek Falls”




Mr. Robert Eastmen Page 4.

General Comments

The maps are poor quality and are such a small scale that
in most instances they add very little to the reports and are in
some cases more confusing.

1f, after you have checked these comments against the draft text,
you desire additional clarification please feel free to contact us.

We would be most happy to discuss these or any other comments with you.

Sincerely,

" Fred L. Eskew
Assistant Secretary

TLE:RRB:pjc

CC Mr. James W. McCormaughhay
Mr. H. Wi'liam Kramer, Jr.




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE QF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

’ September 13 1978

Honorable Cecil D. Andrus
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in respanse to your June 26, 1978, letter requesting
our views on your Department's proposed report and environmental
statement on a proposal for the Youghiogheny River in

Maryland and Pennsylvania.

We would have no objection to the report recommendation that
the segments of the river studied should be added to the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System as a State administered
component. The information contained in the report about the
natural values of the area and the apparently few conflicting
uses, favorably supports a wild and scenic designation for the
river. Protection of these values through appropriate programs
implemented by the State of Maryland and the Commonwealth

of Pennsylvania appears to be in the public interest.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposal.

A9}

Sincerely,

}-}r-‘ a
Sew ‘-‘L’ll‘y




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

10 AUG 1573

Honorable Cecil D, Andrus
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C, 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in response to your letter of 26 June 1978 requesting our
review and comment on the Draft Report and Draft Envirommental Impact
Statement (DEIS) on the Proposed Youghiogheny State and National Wild
and Scenic River,

Ag cited in the DEIS, the U,S, Army Corps of Engineers is currently
studying the feasibility of the development of a hydropower installation
in conjunction with the Youghiogheny River Lake project. The proposed
river designations, if emacted, would impact on this study and constrain
the scope of alternatives that might be considered, Completion of study
is currently scheduled for about 1981, Other than this study, there are
ne proposed Corps of Engineers actions within either of the river segments
described in the subject draft report and DEIS,

We agree that the envirommental attributes of esach segment of the
Youghiogheny River described in the subject draft report and DEIS warrant
their respective proposed designations: Maryland segment - National
designation as a Wild River, and Pennsylvania segment - designation as a
component of the Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers System with possible future
designation as a National Scenic River. However, these designations must
entail careful management of each segment to preserve their unique scenic
and recreational character., The propesed Maryland segment action would
allow for the continuation of light density development and commercial timber
harvesting subject to review and approval of the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources. We feel that timber harvesting and residential develop-
ment as proposed would not be compatible with the management of a National
Wild River, 1In addition, the proposed hiking and biking trails should not
be open to such uses as motorized trail biking or snowmobiling which we
believe would not be compatible with the intent of a '"Wild" designation.
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Honorable Gecil D. Andrus

Continued monitoring and abatement of existing sources of acid mine
drainage entering the Casselman River, Indian Creek and upper Youghiogheny
tributaries in West Virginia and Maryland are essential to the maintenance,
and in some instances enhancement, of improved water quality. As you are
aware, this is a critical factor in the designation of each segment,

Sincerely,

’, rﬁ:,,/w/ éz—%/ 7

Michael Blumenfeld
Deputy Under Secretary




Department of Energy
Washington, D.C. 20545

Regional Director
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
National Park Service

143 S. Third Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Dear Sir:

AUG 4 1978

This is in response to Secretary Andrus' letter of June 26, 1978,
transmitting the Department's draft report and draft environmental
impact statement {DEIS} on the proposed Youghiogheny State and
National Wild and Scenic River for review and comment.

We have reviewed the statement and have determined that the proposed
action will not conflict with current or known future Department
of Energy programs. We have no comments to offer on the statement.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the report and DEIS.

Sincerely,
e g - T
S P e g Le)y

W+ H. enn1ngt0n, D1pett0r

Pivision of Program Review
and Coordination

Office of NEPA Affairs



[ 1]






