


for their help in collecting algal field data. Special
thanks to Captains Ken Barton and Scott Kuester and
the crews of the NOAA ships Oscar Elton Sette and
Hi’ialakai. Funding to PIFSC-CRED for scientific
expeditions to American Samoa was provided through

the NOAA Fisheries Office of Habitat Conservation, as
part of the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program.
The observations and collections of algae carried out in
American Samoa complied with the current laws of the
country.

Fig. 4. Bubble plots display the relative abundance of the main algal groups and species richness for the 2004 and 2006 surveys. Bubbles are
overlaid on the MDS plot (Fig. 4), where each bubble represents an island in a given year (2004 or 2006).
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Appendix 1. Continued
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