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The purpcse of this report is to update the "Historic Buil ing

Report, Part II, Historical Data Section, for Bldg. No. 7, Whi:e Holl,

'

Harpers Ferry National Monument, W. Va.,”" prepared by Histori -

Charles W. Snell, March 30, 1959, on the basis of additional ar:.. gljgicalﬁ
architectural, and historical devidence that has been discovered uring
the 20 year since the above-mentioned study was completed.
The writer wishes to thank Librarian Hilda F. Staubs of the staff of
i

Harpers Ferry National Historical Rark for providing copies of documents

and photographs for use in preparing this study.

Charles W. Snell,
Historian
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IT. HISTORICAL DATA SECTICN:

A. Significance:

White Hall(Bldg. No.7), located within approximately 65 feet
of the original site of the U.3, Armory Fire Engine House,%”or"John
Brown Fort!) is of the Second Order of Significance because it formed
an@-imediaﬁe part of this key historic scgne during the John Brown
Raid at Harpers Ferry in October 1859, Most of the actiocn of that
attack took place directly in front of Bldg. 7. Like Bldgs., No. 8 and
9, Bldg. No., 7 is visible in the background of most photographs that
were taken of the John Brown Fort from 1859 to 18952,

Bldg. Eo. 7 was constructed by William Anderson in 1838-39 as
as a one-stofy stone warehouse, with a cellar and a slate-covered gable
roof, Measuring 24 feet‘by 40 feet in size, Anderson used Bldg. Ho. 7
as a Warghouse from 1839 to 184%5 Frederick A. Roeder, a confectioner,
purcﬁased the structure for $ 1,000 in 1847, and probabiy in 1848-49,
added a stone story and a half(attic) to the original building. Bldg 7
was used’as "drinking house'" known as "White Hall" and also as a

warehouse and dwelling during the years 1848-1856,

In 1856, Roeder sold the front half of Bldg. 7 to the United
States Government for $ 1,700, The Armory demolished this portion
of the structure in order to widen the 15-foot wide alley in front
of White Hall to 1ts present width of 40 feet. This demolitiogmzf
reduced Bldg. 7 to its present size, Ifronting approxim@tely 2 '
Potomac Street and about 20 feet deep. In 1836 Roeder rebuilt
the north or front elevation of Bldg. 7 using stome for the first
story wall and brick for the supper story and ome-half. As
rebuilt in 1856, Bldg. No. 7 had a cellar, a slated covered gaBpe
rocf, and a small chimney centered in sach gable end. The north or
[ront elevation was divided into three bays., On the first story there
was a center door flanked on either side by a widow with exterior
louvered shutters . The second story had three windows and the
third or attic steory had one windew centeredqﬁméthe end chimney.
Widdows had six over six light$, The structure had five rooms
in 1861: probably one on the first floor and two each on the upper
floors. Bldg. =#¥° Seven, known throughout the vears 1848-1953,
as '"White Hall' was also used throughout most of this peri@@ as
as taverm. The front of building appaears to have ?egn painted
white during these years, hence the name White Hall,
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E; " Chain of Title for Bldg., No 7 on Wager Lot No. 15~
Y Subdivision MNQ.Z.a0d Nae by EI5E=1053%

The lot that was to include the future site of Bldg. No. 7

was part of a 125 acre tract that was acquired by Robert Harper, a
: ' 1
millwright from Pennsylvania, from Lord Thomas Fairfax on April 25,1751,

Harper died at Harpers Ferry in October 1782 and under the terms of his

will, the future sites of Bldg. 7, the lower town of Harpers Ferrxjand the

ed
U.S. Musket Factory, pass/to his niece, Sarah Harper, then the wife of
. 2
John Wager and residing in Philadelphia. On June 15,1796, John and

Sarah Wager sold all of this Harper & inheritance, except for 6 and 3/4

acres retained in what became known as the Wager Six Acre Reservation and

3
the Wager Ferry Lot, to the United States Government for $ 7,016.66.

The Federal Government acquired the land to erect an Armory and Arsenal
at Harpers Ferry.

The future site of Bldg. No. 7 was located in the Wager Six Acre
Reservation, which with the Ferry Lot, remained the propérty of the
Wager family from 1796 to 1836. The only available private land on which
mercantile stores and sﬁops could be built in this sea of Federally owned

land, the Wager property increased in value as the Armory and population
of the town expandedg with the pajssage of time. The Wager heirs
refused to sell any of their land, but leased it out at high g _yound

4 Tents to merchants who also agreed to erect buildings as a part
of securing a .} leasehold. These costs were passed on to the Armory

15 Pairfax deed for 125 acres to Robert Harper, April 25,1751, in Northern
Neck:™ Grant Book No. 6, p. 496, in Virginia State Library, Richmond, Va.

Last Will of Robert Harper of Berkeley County, Va.,, dated 26 September 1782,
robabted in Berkeley County, Va., on Cctober 15,1782, Copy of will in
fice of the Judge Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, West
Jirginia Raservation File, Box 41, National Archives Record Group No. 133,
Jashington, 5.C.

Copy of Warranty Deed of Johm Wager,et ux, ge"keTey County,Va., to th
nited States, June 15,1796, Hational Archives Record Group 121, Publi

-

Juildings Service, Entry 75, Washingtonm, D.C.

)
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workmen in the form of the very high prices charged for goods,
three
One of théAWager heirs, James Bates Wager, however, overextended

himself in his financial operatioms and)on July 7,1834, was thrown into
prison for debt. He was forced to declare bankruptcy. On April 2,1835,
the Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery for Jefferson County,

124

Virginia, appointed commissicners to lay off and divide iﬁto three
equal lots and parcels, the real estate at Harper's Ferry which descended
to James B. Wager, Gerard B. Wager, and Sally Ann Wager, now Sally Ann
Swayne, tég wife of Noah H. Swayne, from their father John Wagercgrzi
deceased.'sé ) The commissioners subdivided the Six Acre Reservation

and the Ferry Lot, together with the buildings % on this land, into
56 numbered lots, and on October 10, 1835, the Circuit Couft divided the
loté aﬁd'structures qually among the three Wager heirs. Among the

lots allotted to James B, Wager was Lot No."13 being a part of the

5

old tavern lot". . fyture site of Bldg. No. 7 was located on a

portion of Wager Lot No, 15.‘

On January 14,1836, the Circuit Court appointed two commissioners
and directed them to sell at public auetion to the highest bidder the
reayésﬁate of James B. Wagef in Harpers Ferry for the purpose of
paying off Wager's debts. The Shenandoah and High Street frontages
of Lot No. 15 in 1836 were occupied by the "Harper's Ferry Hotel", a
o

)

e

rambiing frame structure that the Wagers had erected in 1803, and

was then operating under a leasehold that did not expire until March 31,

1838, A newspaper advertisement fot the 1836 public auction

?jﬁ,,

%

. 4. Gibson,etc. vs. Wager etc, Decree, in Deed Book 29, pp.l40- 141,
Registry of Deeds, Jefferson V County Courthouse, Charles Town, W, Va.
Henceforth all deed books mentioned are lccated in the Jefferson County

Court House unless otherwise specified,
5. Ibid. The 1835 Plat- prepared for the commissioners and entitled

"The Wager Six Acre Resérvation, drawn by James M., Brown, S.G.C," is

located in Deed Book 29, at p. 140,

&




described Lot 15 as " A lot frontina on the U.S. ArsenalQ:;n Shenandoah
Streigi 50 g? feet by about 150, binding on a cross streetizﬁigh Streggy‘
On this 1§§lot are erected the spacious fri?e ;¥1buildings cccupied and
known és a Hotel for the last 30 years...j e
This property was offered for sale in 1836, but it was so wvaluable
that no bidder was apparently able to offer a reaschable price for the
the hotel and land, hence the commissioners refuse&ko sell Lot 15,
On November 26, 1836, the_Court next authorized the commissioners to

subdivide Lot No, 15 ; into four smaller lots that where marked as

Subidivisions No. 1, 2, 3, and 4, of Lot No. 15. About 11 months

later, on October 28,1837, the four subdivisions of Lot 15 were offered f

to three bidders, William Anderson, a Harper:

Ferry merchant and
‘ﬁ?bﬁilﬁér;'was one of the three successful biddg%rs, acquiring Subdivision
8
No.2 for § 1,610.00 and Subdivision Nos. 4 for $ 1,012.50. Subdivision No.

2 was an L-shapped lot fronting 30 feet on Shemandoah Street, extending

back about kiﬂifeet six inches and the short leg of the L fronted
10 feet six inches om the 15 foot wide g_J}ley that ran between th
north boundary of the Wager Six Acre Reservation and the g southern

property line of the U.S. Musket Factory. This alley later became known as

?§£§abut*ed on the rear

Potomac Street. Subdivision No. 4 of Lot 15
or west property line of Subdivision No. 2, fronted 30 feet on digh
Street, extended back(north ) about gﬂﬁfeet on the east line to the 153-foot

8. Ibid., Deed Book No. 24, pp.437-438.

6. Virginia Free Press, Aprll 7, 1836, p.4.

7. Deed Book 24, pp.437-3,°458, Deed of B.& 5, February 8,1841, for Subdivisions
2 and 4 to William Andewson for $ %,610, and $ 1,012. 50 reapectively;
Subdivision 3 to Philip Cooms for $ 1,450, .Deed of B, &, 5., February
8,1841,Deed Boock 24, 457; Lot No,l went to Mrs. Ann C, St@oheﬁbon,

e €>eed of B & 3., AprlT 29,1842, Deed Bok, 25,p.51Z- Much of the

deed has been torn out of the book so that the purchase price is missing.

However, as it was the choice corner lot at H%gq and Shenendoan Streets,
the price has here been estimated at $ 1,800




L

* fronted

wide alley on the north side. ‘Subdivision No. 4.

30 feet on this alley and then ran back(south) about 120 feet to High

Street.  (gee Map No. 1- 1835 plat.)

Bldg. No. 7 was constructed so that it fronted on the alley;

i 10 feet six frontage of Subdivision
’ 30 fooy
No, 2 and about 13 fe#t six inches of tnﬁAfrontage of Subdivision

the structure occupied the complet

No. 4 on the same alley, making the total frontage of Bldg., No. 7 omn

that narrow lane about 24 feet.
On November 2,1847, William Anderson and Sarah his wife, both
of Baltimore City, sold the site of and Bldg. Neo. 7 itself for

$ 1,000.00 to Frederické Augustus Roeder of Harpers Ferry.

The deed descfibes the bounds as follows:

ssescertain Warehouse property,

including the croundvthe said warehouse

LoBgS

o ' and forty Leet
long, 51tuated in village of Harper's Ferry = and standing upon the
alley Q\pow called Potomac Streegv which runs parallel with the Armory
buildings, and in the rear of the property recently sold and conveyed
by the said William Anderson to Susan Downey(_This was the balance of
Subdivision No. 4, of Lot 15, including Park 3ldg. N¥o. 15, which
Anderson had constructed., This sale took place on July 20,1846),
including also in this conveyance any portion or strip of ground which
may lie between the end of said warehouse and the alley aforesaid-

but with thi%exception or addition, it is hereby declared to be the
and intent of this deed to convey only the ground said warehouse
stands on, the said warehouse being of the dimensions aforesaid,.. 9

Frederick A Roeder and Anna Marie, his wife, held title to
this warehouse and lot until February 13,1856, when in consideration
of § 1,700, they sokd the following portion of the lot and building

to the United States:

Deed Book 29,p.240. The lot also

%9.Deed of B, &, S,., Hovember 2,184
5 et deep and not "~ ‘only forty,

appears to have been about 4
as stated in the deed.

-

+/y
C
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" Beginning at the north Eastern corner thereof (Lot 15~ subdivision

No. 2, abutting on Subdision No. 1 of Lot 14, i J;}on the Alley
which passes along the land near the public worksnops(_l the U,S. Musket
Factory) and thence westwardly embracing the entire front of said Lot on
said Alley of Twenty four feet from said front on said Alley, together
with so much of the building thereon as occupies the said area...

The meaning and inent of this conveyance being to sell and convey twenty
-five feet in depth of the whole front of this lot, now owned and occupied

by the said Roeder as a warehouse,..: " 10

This sale'reduced: S

adnl

Roeder's Bldg. 7 property from - g% lot that

was 24 feet wide and 40 feet deep to one : '~

that was 24 feet wide and

15 feet deep; that acté&li* depth, as we shall see, however, was 20

feet, The United States Government was acquiring this piece of Roeder's
land and warehouse sc that they could widen the 15-foot alley to a width

of 40 feet, thus creating an effective fire break between the privately

P

owned structures situated on the Wager .

¢ 3ix Acre Reservation lots and

the public workshops located én the U.S., Musket Factory land,
his
Fredick A Roeder and heirs owned this reduced tract and building

from 1856 to May 12,1874, On this latter date the Roeder heirs sold
Bldg. No. 7 to Charles L, Hopwood for § 321,43, The deed describaﬁethe

lot and structure as follows:
«.ea certain Lot & House 51tuaued on Potomac Street(tﬁe former
15-foot wide alley in said Harper's Ferry North of and adjoinding the
property situated in High Street, now owned and occupied by Charlotte
R. Honwwood(ﬁtnat is, the balance of Subdivision No. 4 of Lot 13, with
Park Bldg. No. 15 located on the traczz..., the said property nereby
conveyed being a part of that Known as 'White Hall' and bounded as follows
Beginning on Potomac Street at the Northeastern corner of the House hereby
conveyed, running West with said street twenty-four feet three inches,
thence south twenty i feet, thence east twenty-four feet, three inches,
and thence north (_about 20 feeT) to the beginning... 11

10. Deed of B. & S., 'z February 13,1856, Deed Book 35, pp.299-300,

11. Deed of 3 & S., May 12,1874, Deed Book 3, pp. 153-154,



Charles L. and Charlotte R. Hop_ wood , and their heirs owm-'

Bldg. No., 7 and lot and Bldg. No. 15 on Subdivision Wo. .4 of Lot 15

§§0£d;7

from 1874 to March 28,1923. On this latter date the Hopwoor' , so'd
12 ’
the two structures to Harry Rockenbaugh for $ 1,300,00. Tz

property than passed under Harry Rockenbaugn s will, td Aldric .-
13 ‘
Rockenbaugh. The Rockenbaugh family owned this property ‘rom

1623 to July 28;1941, when  Aldridge sold Bldg. No. 7 and lot *
14
Luke Loveless for $ 3B0.00. The deed déscribed this as

% the same property which is known as White Hall on

Potomac Street.'" . Loveless enlarged the lot by aurvha31n%a small lot

b,

. hat xronted 13.7 feet on Potomac Street, running back 20,6 fezt omn

the east side, 19 feet on the west side, and was 14,2 feet wide .~ the
15
rear or south side, from R. L. Stpehens on August 13,1946, T.is

added lot,which was located between Bldgg. No. 7 and fﬁiNo. 5, wa.
fully bccupied by Bldg. No. 6, a two-story frame structure that

‘ was probably erected about 1890 and in 1894 was being used as

5. 16
a restaurant, Luke Loveless owned Bldgs. No, 6 and 7 until

December 1,1952, when he sold these two lots and structures to the
17
State of West Virginia, for about $ 1,900.00, On December 19,1653,

the State of West Virginia donated Bldgs. ¥No. 6 and 7 and their s

to the United States Government to be included in the authorized .r -rs
18
~errry“§§tional Monument.

18( Deed of B. &. S. December 19,1953,Deed Book 199, p.4l,

12. Deed Book 123, p.l4l, Deed describes lot as fromting "on High Stvaet
and running back to what was formerly known as Canal Street, now Potciac
Street, improved by a dwelling house on High Street and ome fronting on
Potomac Street and other buildings."
13, Will Book F, p,202-Registery of Deeds, Jeiferson County Courth-usz,
Charlestown, W.Va,.

|
|
K

14. Deed Book 154, p.535. »Bldg. No. 6,

15.Deed Book 170, p. 335. A small frame building stood om this 1 . .. @5,
\ “1¥s Deed Book 190, p.. s 318,
\. @L6iSanborn Perris Map of harpe*s Ferry,Jefferson County,dest Virgini.,

November,189%4, shows Bldg. 6 and gives use



C. Construction and Alterations to Bldz, No. 7

The Map entitled"Sketch No. 2, Shewing two practicable

locations for the Balto., & Ohio R. Rd. through the Village of

. i

Harper's Ferry, Scagp,

y 100 £t = one inch'(See Map No. 2),
: site
reveals that there were no structurei&ocated on the future of Bldg,

No. 7 when this map was %I <7 1837-38,

Cn October 28,1837, William Anderson and his brother, Samuel 3, Anderson,
Dr.

owners of Subdivisions No. 2 and 4 of Lot 15, and George Y. Stephenson,

the oldest son of Mrs. Ann C, Stephenson, the owner of: Subdivision

No. 1 of Lot 15, advertised for bids from carpenters and masons to
'erect‘ Parkﬂ% Bldgs. No. 11 and 12 on Subdivisions No. 1 and 2, and ,

and Park Bldgs. No. 7 and 15 on Subdivisions 2 and 4. The Anderson-Stephenson

e

advertisement described the plans for the latter two structures as follows:
"Also two stome houses;éégph 24 by 40 feet, with cellars, one of them to

: - v Y - ~ .
be one (Bldg. No.:77, and the other two stories<§? Bldg. No. f;l high=-
all to be covered with slate..... Construction on these four new buildings

gotiunderway in the spring of 1838, after March 31, when the lease on the

Harﬁer's Ferry Hotel expired and this old frame building could be demolished

it £ i -5t
in order to clear the sites for the construction of the large three-story

brick buildings, Bldgs. No. 11 and 12, on Subdividions No. 1 and 2 of Lot 15.

The two brick buildings were completed in the spring of 1839,

3
Mrs. Ann C. Stephenscn leased her store in Bldg. No. 12 in April 1839,

1. Ordnance Office Dawer No. 5, Portfolo 1, No. 5~ National Archives
2, Virginia Free Press, November 16,1837, p.3, c.4.
3. garaer§ ee?ry L?nstltutionalist, May 1,1839,p.4~ the merchants' notice,
CL opening in Bldg. 12, however is dated April 20,1839,




wWwilliam and S.3. Anderson moved into their newly completed 31ldg.

ey

311 by June 19,1839, when their leasehold on the large store

building located on Wager Lot No. 51, at the corner of High and

4
Shenandoah Street>expired.' Construction on the two stone Bldgs.,
No. 7 and 15, apparently started later in the‘1838 seasoné% or
perhapsjnot until'eafly 1839, Bldg. No. 15 thus was cgméleted
and first leasad for use a$ a taverﬁ in September 1839,
Because Bldg. No., 7 was intended for use as a warehouse to service

the store located in Bldg. 11, there was no notice in the newspaper

when the warehouse was completed, as had been the cases with Bldgs.

No;‘ll,lz, and 15. Oﬁ the basis of the evidence presented, however,
Bldg. No. 7 was probably cémpleted in 1839,

As constructed in 1839, Bldg, No., 7 was a one-story stone
warehouse with a slaté roof and cellar. The structure fronted
24 feet on the 15 foot wide alley that later became known as Potomac

Street and was 40 feet long. Thw original ground plan of Bldg. No.

7 is shown on Ma NQ; 3, a pla gﬁé@éégﬁy

6

B

%J&ﬁ%; ; Qﬁéﬁg %;yéyor of Jefferson County, for William Anderson.

As has been mentioned, Frederick A, Roeder, a confectioner,

purchased " certain ware house propertyfggiincluding the

ground the said warehouse stands upon, the said ground or lot being

twent~four feet wide and forty feet long... including any portion or

4, Harpers Perry Constitutionalist , September 11,1839, p. 1~ the

notice that the store on Lot 51 was rent, however, is dated June 19,1839,
S5.Harpers Ferry Constitutionalist, September 11, 1839 , p.3.
6. Deed of B. &. 8., dated July 20,1846, Deed Book 28,p,174-The plat shows
the bounds of Subdivision 4 of Lot 13, and the ground plan of Bldg. Ne. 13,
which William Anderson sold to Susan Downey on July 20,1846 for § 3,000.00,
Scale 1 one inch equals 30 feet,




]O

“strip of ground which may lie between the end of said warehouse and the

alley..." from William Anderson for $ 1,000

on November 2,1847.°

Also,as has been noted, the evidence indicates that the front of the

warehouse steod five feet north of the edge of

full size of the lot was 24 by 45 feet in s%f'

}

the alley so that the

S

; ) 8 gprobably in 1848-49,

date after November 1847 and prior to July 1852, ,Roedgr added a full
plus a half story or attic A

stone second story, to his warehouse, This information is provided

)

by a letter that Armory‘Superintendent Benjamin Huger wrote to Col.
Henry K. Craig, Ordnance Department, on July 17,1852, Huger reportead:

Mr. A. F. Roeder(éi?} who owns part of Lot No., 13 (on Map)- which

extends to within 15 feet of Armory wall(Calong the 15-foot wide alley)
offers to cut off 21 feet of the building (Bldg. No. 7) & remove it, &
give the U.States a fee simple of that portion of the lo&% so that the
road can be widened to 40 feet for $§ 1,700.. The size of this part of
the lot Cghat is, the portion that was need by the United States for

use as a streét) is only 24 x 25 feet. - & it wcufgoff 21 feet of #iF
the two story stone building now on it, As this is the main part of the
building he considers it worth at least $§ 1,000 to replace ...8

On February 13,1856, as has been mentione%)Roeder sold to the
United States " the entire front of siad lot on said Alley of Twenty four
feet, together with so much of the building thereon occupied the said area

oo to'convey twenty-five feet in depth of the whole frgntﬁof this lot, n

owned and occupied by the said Roeder as a warehouse...”; for $ 1,700.00,.
Included in this sale of the 24 foot wide by 25 foot deep lot was
the front( northern) portion of Roeder's twoZitory stone warshouse- a

section 24 feet wide and 20 feet deep. The demolition of this front

7. Deed Book 29,p.240,

9.

Huger to Craig, July 17,1852, Harpers Fery National Historical Park
Microfilm Reel 26,Volume 4, p331, From National Archives Record Group Ho.
156, Records of the Chief of Ordmance, Washington , D.C.

Deed Book 35, pp. 299-300,

ow
9
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section by the United States in 1856 in order to widen the alley to

a 40-foot wide street at this point, left Roeder wit$~the rear sectiom
of his two =-story stone warehouse still standing . A new fronté north)
elevation, of course had to be constructed in 1856, Bldg. No. 7, as it

now stands, thus basically assumed its present form as a two-stg§$X4}%
-covered gable

stone structure with a slate/roof and cellar, and measuring 24 feet in

: 10

width by 20 feet in depth in fﬂé;the 1856 remodelling

also
During the 1847-1855 period Bldg. No.7 had more exciting uses

than simply serving as a baker's warehouse . Armory Superintendent
Henry W. Clowe in letter to Chief of Crdmance Henry K., Craig, dated
July 25, 1855, requesting that the sum of § 1,700 be included in the

estimates. for 1856 so that the Rodder Bldg. 7 property could be

L1

acquired, noted that this property " consists of a twowstory stone

house occupled now as a Bwelling and Warehouse, and formerly as a
11

'

Drlnxlng House know as the" White Hall', This information sé%gests

that the facade of Bldg. No. 7 was painted white during this period

and as the name ''White Hall" was to be applied to the structure

5

. 2B = . .
constantly in 4all the deeds down to 1953, it further suggests
that the front elevation of Bldg. 7 was usually painted white and
the structure must have been used as a tavern during most of its

axistance,

Testimony of the Roeder children, given in 1902, incdicates that
12 ‘

31dg. %o. 7 had five ropms in 186162,

10. See Photograph HF- 55- taken in 1865, shown part of front elevation of
Bldg. No. 73 also HF-379, taken perlod 1882-1886,

11,  Clowe to(:ra;g, Jyly 24,1855; HFNHP Reel 25, Vol, 8, p. 748,

12, See date in Appendix No. I.
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Architectural evolution of Bldg, 7

Based on documentary and photographic evidence and a study

of measured drawings of White Hall, the probable architectural @

evolution of Bldg. No. 7 follows:

Stage 1:  As constructédsgs for William Anderson in 1838-329,
Bldg. Ne. 7 was a one-story stone warehouse that fronted 24 feet om the
alley that later became known as Potomac Street and was 40 feet long.

The roof, probably gabled, was covered with slate and there was a

cellar under the structure. The gggﬁ and west side walls of both the

o

inches

vi#cellar and first story were about two. feet three:

thick; the frant(ﬁ%orth) and rear(south) stone walls were approximately
_rea

The north facade was probably painted white,

one foot 10% inches thick,

nce giving the name 'White Hall" to the house
1848-49:  About IB48-<40, Frederick A. Roeder, the new

Stage 2.

owner, added a stone second story and a half(an attic) to the original

 ¥to have

oneastory buildingp. The new walls,on all four sides,appear;
inches ‘
' thick . The roof, probably gabled, was covered

one foot seven

and the enlarged structure was remodelled for use as

a tavern or drinking house on the first story and for service as a

dwelling on the upper floor and a half. 52&””“‘*“-\hﬁﬁd

Stage 3. 1856: In 1856 the front%ﬁorth) half of Bldg.7 -a portion

24 feet wide and 20 feet deep was demolished by the United States

.

Government in order to widen the 15-foot alley in front of White Hadl
to a 40 foot-wide street, This alteration left Roeder with a
two and one~half story stome structure, approximately 24 feet wide and

s

20 feet deep, the present size of Bldg. No. 7. In reconstructiple the

: cw
destroyed aort% or Potomac Street facade, Roeder,f;ouilt the cellar
toRth ziwalls
and first story of stone and Dboth about one foot 10% thick, probably

o
(5]
D

the same thackness that they had had since LS

1. They matched the orginal rear%or south.) cellar and lst story wall r

which do not appear to have been rebuilt since 1639.¢%r4a%:4£%¢%wfﬂdyu(
wall wao @ g1tk CROSS wWall Wlls o\ B "(}Ra Shucls 2.
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Roeder mnow, however, rebuilt the -7 second story and half story
Ew

N
of theAnorth facade of brick rather than stonme. The new brick walls

% approximately 10 inches thick. As remodelled in 1836
story

3ldg. No. 7 was a twqgnd one-half gegiistone and brick structure with

a gabled and slatewmcovered roof and a cellar. The house fronted

- ,
24 feet on Potomac Street and was about 20 feet deep. The

. . * 3 1
plan of the house included five rooms, probably one large room on the

2 Fd
first floor, and two rooms each on the second floor and in the attic.

The first floor was again used as a tavern room and the upper floors

as a residnce, ThéUEgéth elevation was probably painted
white, so that the tavern continued to be known as "White Hall" from
“ca. 1848 to 1873.

Photo HF- 55, taken in 1865, provides some details on the

nature of the ;. # 1856-65 north facade of White Hall., Th# reveals that
there was a small end chimney centered in the north(front) gable end of
Bldg 7, which was apparently balanced by a similar small end chimney in

the south gable end. The roof is covered with slate. One window =

centered o
' in the third or attic story, under the end chimmey. Ther? second

V5

story 73 clearly divided into three bays, each with a window containing
six over six lights, The brick upper story and a half appears to be

unpainted, or the paint has faded away. Only a small portiom of
However,
g1t

the center of the first story can be seen in HF-33,

clearc ¥ that the one-story stone walls of the first floor are -
painted white and that a large door was centered in the middle bay  of

the north elevation,



3ldg. 7 received heavy use by the Union Armory in 1861-62, The

1

first floor served as a stable and hay and other supplies were stored
on the upper floors. Charles L. Hopwood, who purchased the house
for only $ 321 43. in May 1874, reconditionéd the building and put

#

it into i

b S "}‘:’.!2 -, 3
good condition( See Photo HF= 379-Photo No. 24 taken in

the period 1882-86). During this work the north exterior, all three-

stories)was painted white, but the facade was apparently not altered

¥

from its 1856-59 appearance. g. Photo HF=- 379 also reveals that the

the first story of the north or front elevation was divided into three
bays, like the second story above. A doorway is visible in the center

bay and a portion of a window adorned by louvered exterior shutter

can be seen in part in the west or right-hand bay. The east or left-hand

bay, which is not . visible in any historical(pré-1900) photo, presumably

contain § a window with shutters to match the one in the west bay.

This three~bay wide fenestration appears to date back at least to the

1856 rebuilding of the north or front elevation.



i
i
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At some undetermined date affe

“and probably after 1907, a7
2 one story covered wooden

® added to the first story of Bldg. No. 7(See Photo
No. 5-HF- 96,taken 1896-1900), but otherwise the north facade, still -

painted completely white, appears unaltered from the earlier view.

The floor plaﬁs;ﬁndicéte’that,one»earlier opening in the west  *w'*

(right) side wall of the cellar had been yallediggp with rock at some
: R i’,but ?ro%és? in 1846" by William Anderson. -
undetermined‘datex On the & floor, a former doorway located

in the west(&%:

R

Wal}-approximétely cver the opening in the cellar belcw; 
_has also been walled up at some undetermined date. This doorway would,
. pesbally | "
of course, have been closed when Bldg. No. 6 was erected, which was
ptior to 1894, The doorway was also>probab1y cut after 1874, when Hopwood

.obtained title to both Bldg. Ho. 7 and 15 lots.
The Inventdry of Buildings. prepared by Heney C. Edwgrds and Johm .

-

§ ;T‘ Willett,in~l§55 thaécompany the Architectural Base Map of Harpefs"
Fefry, D?éﬁing No,,ﬁM~HF>;~3055, bffefé the follawing information on the

state of Bldg. NO;’7, Qhéﬁ'the'Pérk‘S§rvice took charge of the struéture:»i

"Bldg. No. 7;,TYPé:‘DWelling Of\ta#ern"Name~”White Hall”, Date: B, 1859;
VZ%FStories. 496 sQuaré feeﬁ per(floor. Cost tovWest Virginia, $ 1,900.
Coﬁsfruetion: Walls: sto%? Roof;’slate. Dormers, sashﬁ etc, WOod;'Wood

porch. Remarks, Condition Séptember 1955, Flood damage; deterioration. _

from neglect, walls sound. Remarks, Owned by Frederick Roeder, 1859."

2, Photo HF- 1896-19C1, shows the north or front elevation of Bldg
without a porch. Map No. 5= the Sanborn Company insurance map of Harpers
Ferry dated September 1907, indicates that the porch had nothbeen added

to Bldg. 7 as of that date, For a photo of the 20th century porch on
Bldg. 7, misdated 1893 and taken after 1907, see Figure 34,‘page 50

in Archeologist David Hardgrave Hannah, "Archeological Excavations,on
Virginius Island, Harpers Ferry National Historic Park, 1966-1968:"
(Harpers Ferry Job Corps Civilian Comservation Center, Harpers Ferry,
West Virginia, March, 1969),

® ULy
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Archeological Evidence Regarding Bldg., No. 7 :

“Archeologist William M. Gardner excavated the ares
along side the west wall( Trench G) and the south{rear}) elevation
of Bldg. 7(Trench F¢ ), in 1973 74. In regards to Trench G, Mr.
~_ Gardnex found a brlck,51dewalk 1mmedlately ad;acent to Bu11d1n¢ Vo. 

77 Thls 1s a very Iate featured and well post ClVll Jav but undoubtedly

o used by the ocuapants of the lnner cenftyaids to gain access. to ?otomac’[

Documentaff eﬁidénce nr0v1dés the following information that
may help date the age of this walk
1.; Map No. 3 ?lat prepared in 1846 when William Anderson soié Bldg. 15
and most of Subdlvzs;onkwo. 4 pf Lot No. 15 to Susan Downey om July 20,
1846, fesérved‘?§.Andersgn:é‘riéhtfof waybthrough Downéyfs backyard; Qié
’ ﬁhe a§éé enélosédiﬁy'figufég énd numbers 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, J.iI, H; and G

'thus»funning addadént to the sduth(reér) and west(side) walls~of7>31dg. 7,

fro ﬁhe fear'§f h£s_bfiék’store, B;dgs. 11 and 114 on Subdivisioﬁ‘
>2‘of‘th 15, 7?iliﬁéﬁ‘Aﬁdei50n, in 1846, was thus have found such a
’btick‘waik useéul.' | |
é. Mrs. Sasan waney, nowévér, épparently found the passage of Andersom
and his customerskthrough her backyard objectionable, for two years
later, on August 1,1848, she paid Anderson $§ 300,00 to acquire that
1846 route aﬁd in;adéition, gave him a new right of way leading
to High Stféet'#ia the aréa enclosed by figure§ and letters 1,2,3, C,
B and A on ﬁaéyﬁé;‘S. Thé deed further specified that both partiés

2
were to keep up fences.

1. Gardner, William A., 'Excavations - Harpers Ferry, 1973-74,"(Contract
study for the Denver Service Center, December 6,1974), p. 32,

2. Deed Book 30,p.306-307,



hus from 1848 to 1878, Bldg. 7 and Lot No. 13, subdivision &4,with
Bldg. 15, were under separate ownerships and there would have been no

-

real neag for a brick walk close to Bldg, 7. Fences would als

(&)
oy
]
[}
e

thre occupants of Wager Lots 14, and Subdivisions 3 and 2 of Lot 15 from

cutting arcund the rear of Bldg. 7 and across Subdvision 4 of Lot 5

to rzeach Potomac Street.- 1In 1873-74, however, Charles L. and Charolette

i

R. iHopwood purchased Bldgs. 7 and 15, thus obtaining title to all o

ot

Lot 15, Subdivision 4. The 1907 insurance map.(Map Wo. 3) shows th

(0]

right of way granted Anderson in 1848 closed off and its space occupied
. /

[

by a frame addition or structure located between Bldgs, o, 14 and 15.

In order to do this legally, the owners of Bldg. 13 would have

.

giv@% the owners of Lot 15, subdivision 2 a new outlet from the’
te
3ldgs. No. 11 and 1lA, or have purchased their right.

probably
The brick walk along the west side of Bldz. 7 was thus.constructed
Ay o

after 1874 and prior to ca. 1890, when Bldg. No. 6 was erected over the

top of the sidewalk, so as to completely fill in the space between
Bldgs. No., 5 and 7 (See Maps no. 4-1894 and No. 5-1907). As has been mentiome

the fir-t-story dour in the west wall of Bldg. 7

st
andegichp @bou} %%QO, when 3ldg. Ho. 5 was erect
.FBundation Wa

s probably cut ebout 1874

Iy

rr AR
(1.

re
[N

In the 1873-~74 excavation Archeclogiss William M, Gardner reporte
"Another feature of which only a part of was uncovered due to the
excavatign difficulties(ffbm vast quantities of rubble, consisting
of very large shale fragments that could not be Teaull/ moved) was a
dehplj buried foundation wall which was oriented Ifrom , HE to SW, or
parallel with the northwest( our ''west" 31c§ waf2§ﬁllaln 7.
his foundation only extended for approximately six feet DaCAcﬁOht ")
of the present sidewalk but ran(gprtﬁ) under the sidewalk and Potomac
treet. It was once thought, and it is still possible that this wall
was connectad with some sort of basement entrance into 2&ilding 7.
I am of the opinion...that this foundation ?epresents the remains of
a building shown on the 1803 map end which falls in the general
vicinity... 3
1 4 2y
3. Gardner, Exeavations-Harpers Ferry, 1873~74, p. 32.

Tt
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This writer, however, believes that thefoundation wall
was probably constructed by William Anderson when he erected Bldg. No.

7 in 1838 39 to prov1de a basement entrance to the cellar of Bldg. 7e

"f‘Floor plans of Bldg._7 reveal that there was. once a doorway‘located

woocin the West cellar ba, ent wall at a p01nt approx1mately elght feet ;jgk  ”

hwest(front or ?ot mac Street) corncr ofﬂtneV'

o bu1ld1nc e‘forme doorway was Later Walled shut Wlth rock

In 1846, as been mentloﬁed Anderson sola most: éf Sub@:VlSloﬁ
4, hot 15 to« fusagf ﬁéwnev and feserved a right of away a*ound the
~  south(rear) elevatzéﬁ and west 51de of Blag.Af, in arder to walk oﬁ the

cund Ievel v1a nls ﬁath to Potomac Street, William Anae;soh woul&‘ﬁavé /
' had to flll up the former basement eﬁtranceway to Bldg. 7 along the west

wall. Tﬁls eruer thus suggests that Cﬂllar door in the west wallof
Bldg; 7 was formed ln 1838 39 wheﬁ lellam Andersoqurecteﬂ the warehosse R
: and closeﬁ up,tooetﬁer with the flliwnv in of ﬁne sunken Qasement

antrance way, in July 1846, When Anderson sold aﬁjac ent Subgdivision

4 of Lgt‘;S to Sugan_Downey.



D, Use of Bldg. No. 7, "White Hallly 1839-1953;

Erected by William Anderson and probably completed in 1839,

Bldg. No. 7 serviced] as a one~story stone warehouse from 1339 to 1847
He |
storingngoods that were sold in Anderson's store, which was loc =2¢ in

Bldg. No. 1ll. Frederick A. Roeder purbhased Bldg. No, 7 in Novsmtor 1847,

b e L } pe—ha L€

and added a second storyAto the warehouse, probably in 1848-49,

During this period, 1848-1855, Roeder leased the structure out as
a tavern, which probably because of its white painted exterior,
was generally known as 'White Hell," 1In the 1855-56, period,’i&;{ffhpwever,
the structureWiS described as being used as a warchouse(on the first
floor) and a dwelling on the second . Bldg. 7 then apparently revartzd
to service as a drinking house ggain during the years 1837 to 13 _,
for the 1874 deed for the sale of the structure desgribes the prc .rty
55 "known as White‘Hall.", thus indicating that this title had be .
asso&tated with Bldg., 7 for at least some 20 yearsf;;
Disaster struck the Roeder family, the owners of this
property in 1861, Anna Maria, the wife of Frederick A, Roeder,
dded on March 23,1861, in her &4lst year;., The Civil War then began
and on July 4, 1861, Frederick A, Roeder, a strong supporter of t' -
Union cause, was killed by sniper's bullet that had probably be:
firéd by a Union soldgéer., Mary L. Roeder, Frederick's 18 year -ld
daughter and the recent bride of 25 year old John Kern, with her usuand

1, Deed of B, &. S., May 12,1874, Deed Book B, pp. 133-1534,



aid y assumed responsibility for the six minor and oqghened
A 2
Roeder children, whosﬁéges ranged from two to 16. As first the

il

Confederate and then the Union Armyes occupied Harper's Ferry during
the summer of 1861, the Kerms took the six Roeder children and £lad
to Maryland for safety, residing at Middletown and Frederick during the

Al

remainder of that year. With family gone, the

remaining citizens

2

of Harpers Ferry and the soldiers of the occupying armies stole and

looted .

Frederick A. Roeder's personal property and furnishings
in his residence and bakery, Bldgs. 16 and 16A, in Bldg. No. 5, and in
Bldg,., No. 7, WhiteHall. Tavern. On or about July 25,1861 the Union

generally .
and held the town until EW 25,1862
e sl

Army occﬁpied Harpers Ferry

During this eight month pericd, the United States Army utilifized

the vagant Roeder buildings. The first floors of Bldgs., No. 3 and

-

7 served as;% stable§ for Army horses and the upper floors were used
3 4

1 1) A . £

to store hay and for other warehouse purposes. The Army paid no s

rent, John J. Kern, like his father-in-law, was also a strong Union
—

man and he returned to Harpers Ferry with his wife and the Roeder children
in March 1862, when the Union Army occupied the town in force. He ressided
there during the remainder of the war, except for brief periods when the

_ —

Confederate Army again invaded the town. During these short interverals

Kern and family again f&id into Maryland. Augustus H. Roeder,

]

{-3e
3

Frederick's oldest son, enlisted in the Union Army at the age of 16

2. U.S. Court of Claims, JC 11803-Statement of James R, Roeder, Roeder's
son, Sept. 5,1902,;3.42;’?. -

3. UsS. Court of Claims=-11803= Claim of J. J. Kern, Administrator, E{Eiaj

A. Roeder Estate for rent under Act July 4,1864, filed September 25,1873,



[

1863 aNd served threse years in the Independent Loudoun Ranger Company.
In 1863 the Circuit Court of Jefferson County appointed John J. Kern

i

to be the administrator of the " Estate of Frederiek A. Roedery' HNeither
Roeder nor his wife had left wills.
’In October 1873, in his role as administrator, Kern presented
a claim against'the United States in the total amount ofz$ 504.00 for
the rent of Roeder's buildings in Harper's Ferry that were occupied
by Federal trocops under the command of Colonel Baxter of the 7Ind
Pennsylvania Fire Zouaves, and others, for military purposes on or about
July 25,1861 until oh or about March 25,1862, The rent claim for
Bldg. No. 7 was listed as follows:
For rent of twé-story’brick house Cgldg. no, 7~with f£ive
rooms) on Potomac Street from July 25,1861 to March 12
25,1862 at $ 6.00 per montheicececscensesesecesnsessses 3 34,00,
This claim was presented to the U.S. Quarterﬁaster General under

the terms of the Act of July 4, 1864 and was disallowed by the Third

Auditor of the U.S. Treasury Department about seven years later, on

June 1,1880, for want of jurdisdiction. Giving as his reason for

rejection, the auditor commented: ''this property was in Jefferson Co.,

4

4 L
%Et Va., o?hof the counties declared in -~

insurrection, and the

17 21st 1867

(2

settlement of the claim is therefore bafred by Act of Febh.
(Section 300 "R' Appendix Rev. Stats, U.S.) which deniss settlement #&f
claims for occupation of real estate in a State or part of State declared
in insurrection during the rebelliom.”
12. Claim of J.J. Kern for Rent, 504, Power cf Attorney, dated Cctober 8,

1873, to N.M. Mcrae, National Archives Record Group Ho. 123, Yasnhington,
D.C.
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W

3years later, Kern took the same claim to

Congress. On ilarch 11,1902, the U.S. House of Representatives Committee
on War Claims rﬁigerred the claim of the Roeder Estate to the U,S3.

Court of Claims to be considered under the Bowman Act of March 3, 1833,

Th® Court dismissed the claim in January 1904 for want of

jurisdiction. But Kern persisted., On March 3, 1905, a . resolution

Tucker A _ct of March 3,1887. The case was brought to
hearing based on the loyalty of Frederick A, Roeder and merits of the

claims on May 28,1906, G, W. Hott appeared as attorney for the Roeder

state and Assistant Attorney General F., Dec. Faust represented the
United States Government

The U.S. Court of Claims handed down its finding of facts on
June 8, 1906, declaring:
I. It appears from the eﬁldence that the clalmaﬁts’deceaent

C:%cderLck A. Roeder) was loyal to the Govermment of the United States
during the late war of the rebellionm.

I1. During the war for the’?; suppression of the rebellion, the
mllltary forces of the United States, by proper authority, took possession
of enloccupied, for military purposes, certain buildings belonging to the
claimants' decedent, situate at Harper's Ferry, State of West Virginia.

That the reasonable rental w%value of said buildings during the period of

aid occupancy, tohether with the repairs /7% incident to such occupat;on
was the sum of Three hundred and twenty dollars ( § 320) for which no
payment appears to have been made.

The U.S. Attorney had recommenddithat the Roeder rent claim of

$ 504.00 be reduced to $ 200.00 and the U.S. Court of Claims apparently

13
split this dlzference to arrive at the figure of § 320,00.

13, All of the Frederick A. Roeder ¢ Estate Claim papers from 1873 to 1906
are now filed in National Archives Record Group No., 123 under U.S.
Court of Claims JC( Congressional Jurisdiction) No. 11803, at the Federal
Record Center at Suitland, Md,




Kern, in his 70th year in 1906, hadAyon a battle but not the

war, for there was no money to pay the claim and 10 more years were

to pass before .7 w sthe heirs received any money, Public Law lNo, 289,

approved March 4, 1915, finally appropriated ¥he § 320 necessary to
14
pa%%off the Frederick A. Roeder claim of October 1873,

The money was received from the Government by J. ¥W. Gardner,

acting as administrator of the Roeder .., Estate, in June 1915. Of the

320.00 received, § 114,32 went to pay the fees of the lawyer

and administrators, leaving a total of § 205.68 to be divided among the
seven Roeder children, OCn January 1,1916, each of the heirs received

an egual share in the amount of § 29,33, Four of the seven Roeder
children we?e still alive in 1516 and the shares of the”three deceased
children were divided equally among their 11 children.lJ

To return to the Civil War era, Bldg. No. 7 was no doubt subjected

to heavy use by the armies in 1861-62 and was probably in poor éondition

not
<4 to  rebuilt the

y‘é}

destroyed Armory at Harper's Ferr the town was in a depressed state
y y , Y

in 1865, When the Ordnance Department decided

economically, which was to continue for nearly 2@ years(1865-1885),
Beginning in the 1870's and acting as the administrator of the
Frederick A, Roeder Essate, John J. Kern gradually began selling off
Roeder's real estate holdings in Harpers Ferry so that the money could

be divided up among the Roeder children. On May 12,1874, Kern thus sold
‘ 16
off '"White Hall" (Bldg. No. 7) for only $§ 321.43. The low price was probably
14, U,S. Statues at Large, Vol. 38, Part I, p. 9%94.
15. Account Fiduciaries Book 0 (1915), = pp. 155-156; Jefferson County
Courthouse, Charles Town, W. Va.
16, Deed Book B, p.l153~154,
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due to the both the poor physical state of the old structure and to

lack of any real industry in the town..

The purchas
battered

the ;structure and gave the exterior an sparkling coat of white paint
A <

qﬂ}, Charles L. Hopwood, apparently rejuvenated

(See Photo HF=-379, taken in the period 1882-1886), thus continuin
g

1

the use as "White Hall" tavern. The Sanborn-Perris Insarance Company

Map of Harper's Ferry, g;?Vaii dated November 1894, indicates that
Bldg. No. 7 was being used as a"siloon." The Sanborn Company Insurance

Map of Harpers Ferry, W. Va., dated September 1907, shows that

Bldg. No. 7 was then serving as a ' restaurant',

The Inventory of buildings prepared by the National Park Service
in September 1955, when the Service took charge of the National

lfonument, lists 3ldg. No. 7 as '"Dwelling or tavern', known as

"White Hall'',

rles L. Hopweod and his wife Charolette also own

ar wned 31lchg. MNo. 135,
in which they resided. The Census of 1880 provides the following
data on the Hopwood family:
35,
Hopwood, Charles L.,/ Retail drv good merchant. 3orn in !id.
S Charolette, 30, his wife, keeping _ouse, Born in Va,
Harry 12, son born in W, Va,
Bernise 9 daughter born in W. Va.
Charles 4., 7 son t R
F_ank A., son ' K !
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Ferry Natlonal Hlstorical Park.e'f, L : :

11, Published Material :

Barry, Joseph, The Strange Story of Harvner's Ferry, with Legends
‘ of the Surrounding Country( lst printing 1903,7th printing,
. ‘Shepherdstown, W.Va., 1974). pp. 107-108, for extended
. account of the death of Frederick A. Roeder on July 4,1861.
"~ p.109 for-anm account of the loeting of private and public

‘v fbu1ld1ngs by citizens of Harpers Ferry and by soldiers of
both - Armles. -

Natlonal Park Service Reports.

Hlstorlc American Buzldlngs Survey, Survey No. » "White Hall,
Potomac Street, Harpers Ferry, Jefferson Countym West Vlrglnla,

no date, ca. 1960 prepared by Charles S. Dotts, superivising architect,
eight sheets. '

Snell Charles W., "Historlc Bulldlng Report, Part I, Historical Data
" Section for Bldg. No. 7," (NPS typescript, Harpers Ferry Natiomal
 Moneument, W. Va., October 1,1957, revised January 29,1958), 15 pp.,
3 maps, and one photo.

Snell, Charles W.VS "Historic Buildings Report, Part II, Historical Data
Section for Building No. 7, White Hall,"(NPS typescript, Harpers
Ferry National Monument, W.Va., March 30,1959), 21 pp., five maps,

No Part II Architectural or Archeological Data sections have thus far

been prepared for Bldg. No. 7. The Architectural data section ia now
in progress.

Gardner, William M., "Excavations =~ Harpers Ferry,1973-74,"Contract
study for the Denver Service Center, December 6,1974),
Archeologist Gardner dug test tremches G, on the site’
of Bldg. 6, between Bldgs. 5 and 7, and also Trench F,
at the southwest{rear) corner of Bldgz. 7.



APPENDIX NO, I

Documentary evidence on the number of rooms and
use of White Hall, Bldg. No. 7, during the

years»1861-62 by the Union Army.

Data extracted from

National Archives Record Group No. 123, U.5, Circuit
Court of Claims, Claim File No. JC~ 11803, Congressional
Jurdsdiction, Abstract of Evidence from the 1873 to 1906
Claims ‘of the Estate of Frederick A. Roeder for U.S. Army
use of Bldgs. No. 5, 7, and 16, from 1861 to 1862,
Federal Record Center, Suitland, Md.

2 ¥
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. White Hall Tavern,”nilding Iin. 7.

a, John J. Kern's claim, October L,1€73, fcr rent on bLehalf of the
Estate of Fo A, Roeder from the U.S, Governrment:

for Rent of twogtory Brick House on Potcmac Street from )
July 25,1861 to March 25,1862 at $ 6,00 .. ~  per onth - § 5L.CO,

rented to Col. Baxter Corranding Baxter Philadelpnia Fire Zouaves,
beJohn J. Kern, 66 years old, statement of Septe. 5,1902:

"There was one building (_No. 1@ on Washdngton @r ng@ Street and
two (Bldgs. No. 5 and 7) on Potomac Streeto

"Thedwere all used by Col, Baxtter's Zouaves... The two brick buildings
on Potorac Street were used for stables ard other purposes.

They took possession shortly after It. Roeder was killed..,

They (fhe Union Army) held it continuously until Baxter Zeft and they
used them off and.on during the entire ware. I think Paxter left sombtime
in the¥fing of 1862... .-The other two (Buildings] on Potcmac street were

worth $ 10,00 each(Cin rent per month) and c¢id bring $ 15.70 at one tire.

The buildings were in good condition when the U.S, first took possession,
and he (Epeder) zlwoys kept them in good repzir. They were in a bad
condition when the T7.S. left them. The windows had been taken out and renoved
to Camp Hill to build quarters with. I guess it would have cost $ 1,000.00
at thet time to restore the C three) buildings to the condition in which
they were before the U.S., authorities used the same,

Cross=examination of Kern:

",..0ne of the buildings on Potomac Street had five rooms @idg. No..
and the other(Eldg. No,"Z) threes... I can't say who (what Union officers
used the buildings on Potomac Street, They were in and | out all the timee.s
The other two (buildings) on Potcmac Sireet "(Twere worth) about one
thousand dollars (2%t the time the army occupancy cormenced), /

o

¢e Mary L. Kern, 59 years old, oldest child . >f Frederick A, Roeder,
statement of “ept. 5,1902:

uI knew the U.S. authorities occupied buildirzgs belonging to ry
father's estate during the war, -- our home place (Eldge. No. 16) and two
Bldgs. No. 5 2nd_7) on Poicmac streete.... One (Zldge No, 5) on Potcmac
Street (Containedlseven (zoons) and thne other (Jldge lo. 5) five (rooms)e.

Our father was Killed July L, 1861, and the troops took possession of
the house (Fldg. Mo.1€) that ronth. They gave up the home building(ld) and
we took possession in :arch,1862. The other two they used after that at
differert times during the war. They were brick buildings. (The Union Arny

/,Laﬁ»vgt. } 3 The Potomac street buildings for stables and warehouses for storing

feed, etce

Cross=examinaticn of Mary L. Kern:

The two buildings on Potcomac Street were two and one-half stories hi h,
I think it was Col, Eaxter who hsd control of the home house(Zldge o) 2and it

was the same troops had the other twoe 7



- d, James PR, Roeder, Sh years _old, second oldest zon of Fredericlk A, Ecoder's
three sons, staterent of “ept. 5,1902:

_MThe Urion army uced three houces (7icvs. Lo, 5,7, and l_) and a baliay
Q“Idgg Foo 16%) belorzing to my father's estate... '
The other two bullclncq were on Potomac Street, They were bullt of oricke
One (EIdge Mo. §) had seven rooms and the other (Eldg. Lo. 7) five.
They used the lower part for horses and had forzge in the upper part.
The larger buildine Clo, ) was worth $ 10 per month g_;n ren£7 and the
other (3ldge No. 7) $ 6400

They{fﬁe Unicn Arni} toock possession not cuite a month af e“'gg father
died, July L,1861. I could net sayv for sure but I think they (Yol. Zaxter
of the 72 Penn. Fire Zouan_) remained there that wintere

Cross—examination of Jzmes R, Roeder: -

The same officers (:}k. Baxter and his staff) had control of the bu:.dings
on Potomac Street,"

es Thomzs Jo Eur*elvh past 50 years of age, owner in 1902 of Bldg. Ho. %,
statement of “ept, ? 1002
"I dont remerfoer about then (¢he Union Arry) ocmupying the #wo bu dings
(_93. 5 and 7\ on Potomac street, but I remerber they were very rmch darnged
by some ones !

fe Swmary of evidence by Attorney Gede | lott, &y L,1006:

"One (‘ﬁlldlﬂg Ho,. \7 contained seven rooms and one (1 Pldge Noa §) fave,

.

-‘The bulldlngs were used for a ve. & stable 4 sand Warenousesaass
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Map No. 1

A Portion of the "Plat of the Wager
Six Acre Reservation and the Three-fourth of an
Acre Ferry Lot Reservation, showing the subdivision
of this land of John Wa%er, Jr., among his three
heirs, October 10,1835, tBy James M. Brown, S.G.C.
Scale: Cne inch equals 60 feet.

Original of this plat is in Deed Book 29, at page 140,
Jefferson County Court House, Charles Town, W. Va,

This is from a tracing of the original made by Architect Archie
W. Franzem, July 11,1957, and numbered as Harpers Ferry Natiomal
Monument Master Plan Drawing No. NM~-HF 30706.

The buildings shown on this plat have been added by Historan

Charles W, Snell on the basis of the announcement and descriptgon
of the Wager lots and buildings of James 3. Wager that were to be
offered for sale at public auction, which was published in the
Virginia Free Press, on April 7, 1836 5 P, 4, c+ 1. supplemented by
data drawn from the two foll ow1ng‘sets of rtailroad maps:

1."Map of Harper's Ferry Shewing the Location of the Winchester
and Potomac Railroad, Drawn by Lieuts, White, Allen, and R.S. Smith,
U.S. Army, under the direction of James Keasmney, Lt. Col. and T.E.-
Map No. 2. Approved by President Andrew Jackson, 27th January 1833,
Scale 100 feet to one inch. Prepaged in 1834, this map is included in

the Harpers Ferry National Monument Master Plan as Drawing No, NM«HF -
3002,

Z.HMap Shewing the routes surveyed for the Balt, & Ohio Rail Read
along the public grounds on the Potomac at & above HARPER'S FERRY upon
which the Company have applied to Government for permission to locate and
construct their road. Scale 400 feet to one inch,' Signed Benjamin H.
Latrobe, Engineer of location & comstruction, Balt, & Onio R, Rd.

(no date, but prepaedd in 1837 and agreements based on this map with
U.S. signed by the Secretary of War and President of the B & 0, on
November 3,1838), Sheet No. 3; and"No,2- Sketch Shewing two practicable
locations for the Balto. & Ohio R,Rd, through the village of Harper's
Ferry. Scale 100 feet to one inch.''Ordnance Office,Drawer No. %}’

Portfolio 1, No. 5 and 6,(National Archives Record Group No. 121,
Public Buildings Service, Washington, D.C.)

Buildings colored red are brick; Buildings colored blue are
stone; and buildings colored yellow are frame, Materials of huildings
have been determined by Historianm Snell.
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Plat by James M. Brown, Surveyor
of Jefferson County, Virginia,
July 17, 1846, for

William Anderson,

Deed Book 28, p.174,
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Map No., 2

“Sketch No. 2, Shewing two practicable locations
for the Batto., & Ohio R. Rd. through the village of
Harper's Ferry. Scale 100 feet to one inch.Y
No date, but prepared in 1837 #as part of a study and
agreement that was signed by the Secretary of War
and President of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
for a right of way through the U.S. Musket Factory
grounds on November 3,1838., (Ordnance Office, Drawer
5, Portfolio No. 5) National Archives Record Group 121,
Public Buildings Service.

This map, drawn in 1837-38, shows that the
the future site of Bldg. No., 7 was vacant in 1837,
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Map No, F7

Wager Lots No., 13, 14, 15 and 16 in the
Six Acre Reseravtion, in 1846

Plat prepared by James M., Brown, Surveyor of
Jeffersen County, Virginia, July 17, 1846, for William Anderson,
a Harpers Ferry mereBant who owned Subdiwisions No, 2 and & of

Lot 15 from 1837 to 1846, Scale one inch equals 30 feet.

The warehouse is Bldg. No. 7, which Anderson constructed
as a one~story stome structure with a cellar and slate roof, measuring
24 by 40 feet in size, in 1838-39.

e
The structure marked A, B, C, D, E, F,s on Subdivision

No, 4 of Lot ©No. 15, is Bldg. No. 15, which Aﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁdﬁ@rected in

1838-39 as a two=-story stone house with cellar, slate roof, and measuring
24 by 40 feet in size, With elevated basement, the structure was

three stories in height and the two story stone kitchen, shown at

B, C, and D, had been added prior to March 1841,
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Map No. 4

Section of The Sanborn Perris tlans

of Harpers Ferry, Jefferson County, West Virgcinia,
November 1894, Scale 50 feet to one inch,

A set of original plates from this atlas are in the
Park Library at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

Buildings colored red are of brick comstruction,
" Buildings colored blue are of stone construction
Buildings colored yellow are of frame comstruction.
These materials as given on this copy of the map are taken
from data shown on the 1894 insurance maps.

30
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Map No., 5

Sanborn Company Map of Harpers Ferry
Jeiferson County, West Virginia, Sentember 1907

Scale 73 50 feet to the inch.

A set of plats from this atlas are available in
the library of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

Buildings colared red are brick,
Buildings colored'§§d§ are stome.
Buildings colored yellow are frame,

In formation on materials used in the construction of the
buildings based on data shown on the 1907 insurance maps.
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Map No ¢

B & O, R.,R. Main Line District
Shenandoah Division - Main Line

5B PLAN SHOWING RIGHT OF WAY, BUILDINGS AND TRACK
HARPERS FERRY, W. VA,

Cffice of Dist, Engr, M of W., Baltimore, ¥d.
February 19,1913, Note Books C~ 31 & 35, 1-7-5.
Scale one inch equals 50 feet.

Map from part of Harpers Ferry Hational Monument Master
Plan - Drawing No. MM=- HF 9003,

320






PHOTO NO.

John Brown's For%, Harper's Ferry -

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Negative No. HF-55

Buildings from left to right: Bldg. No. and 8, In foreground {s the formal entrance
to the ﬁ.S. Huske£ Factory Yard; the John Brown Fort, or Armory fire engine house, with cupola

and roof, and‘thé east gable end of the Armovy Office Building. Visible between the Fort and
Office is fhe up{f%ortion of the norﬁh or front elevation of Bldg., No, 7, White Hall Tavern.

Note the small end chimneys, one each, in the north and south gable ends of Bldg. 7.
Centered in the third,or attic)story of the north facade and located beneath the end chimmey, is
one window, ' The second story is divided into three bays and each bay is occdpied by a window with
six over six lights., The second story and a half of the north facade aré constructed of brick and

appear to be umpainted, or the paint has faded badly. A portion only of the lst story of Bldg. 7

white

can be segn; However, it is clear that the stone walls of the lst story dre painted
‘and that-a large door was located in the center bay at this level, There is no porch visible on

the first story.
. Above the small end chimneys of Bldg. 7 can be seen the rear$north) elevation of

Bldg. No. 15, and immediately to its right, that of Bldg. No. 16.






Photo No., 2

JOUN BROWN FORT, Ca. 1882-1886

Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No., HF- 379,

Bldgs. Left to right: Part of Bldg, Bldg. No, 8, John Brown Fort, or Armory fire engine

;g§Between

Ll

house with cupola on roof, and Armory CQffice building:{%ith iron painted on facade).
the fort and the office can be seen the northern facade of Bldg. No.7. The photo reveals that
the new owner, Charles L. Hopwood, who had purchased the old building for § 321;43 in 1874, has put
the structure in good condition, The complete north facade, 2% stories, has been painted white
since 1865(see Photo IIF-55)., Note the small end chimneys, slate roof, window centered in the

third story level and the three windows in the second story facade. Windows have six over six
e

fﬁcade, this portion of White Hall

lights, Lxcept for the painting of the 2nd and third story el

had not been altered since the 1865 photograph was taken. In the center of the lst story can be
is an ‘

seen a center doorway and what %ﬁﬁ‘perhaps exterior louvered shutter3¥for a flanking window in

the right hand or west bay. Note also that there is no one-story covered porch on the lst

story of Bldg. 7, as appears in NIF- 196(1956).






PHOTO NO, 3

HARPERSIFERRY FROM THE MARYLAND SHORE

In left éenter, the large three-and one-: story brick building with the Gilbert

’Brothérs Druggist sign péinted on its gable end wall, is Park Bldg. No. &é% 9, moving to the
riggt, Bldg. No. 8, and in front of‘8, the John Brown Fort or Armory fire engine house, with
the wooden cupdla on its roof. Immediately to the right of the fort is the Armory Office

- building and directly above it can be seen the, northern white-painted third story of Bldg. No.

‘ : : (
. 7- White Hall, with one window and one chimney visible and the remainder g;ncealed by a

- large pine tree,

5S¢
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PHOTO ¥O. %

THE JCHN BROWN FCRT IN THE 1889 FLOCD

Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No. HF - 100,

Taken during the great flooé‘of 1889, John Brown's Fort,
the Armory fire engine hous%)still stands in its original position
within the formal entrance to the Musket Factory yard, The Armory
Office, which stood just to the right of the fort, however, 1as been
demolished. Just above its original site is visible the north or
front elevation of Bldg. No. 5, including all of its 2% étories.
Partially visible abcve the west(right) gable end of the John Brown
Fort is the north gable end and facade of Bldg. No., 7- White Hall.

Note that that the third story of the north elevation of Bldz. 7 is

still painted white, as it was in Photo HF- 379,
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plIOTO MO, O

HARPER"S FERRY FROM MARYLAMND HEIGHTS, 1896-1900.

llarpers PFerry NHP Wegative Ho, HF- 96,
This photograph was taken after 1896, because of remodelling of the Catholic Church ,
wihich started in that year, is underway in this view, and prior to 1902, when Park Bldg, HNo.
3 was constructed,

Compare this photograph with Map No, 4, the San Perris Map of Harper's Ferry
dated November 1894, 1In center, at corner of Shenandoah Street and Potomac Street, stands
Bldg. 9, then moving to the right, Bldg. 8, then Bldgs. 7, Ho. 6, and No. 5. Note that the
two and one-half story north(front) elevation of Bldg. No. 7 is painted wvhite and the first

ctll &t

story, @#like the earlier photographs, is mew sheltered by a oneusﬁ?ry covered porcli.

<3
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PHOTO NG, 6

Bldg., No. 5, 6 and 7 in 1955

Harpers PFerry NHP Negative No. WHI ~ 843,
Bldgs. From left to right, as they appeared in 1955:
Bldg. No. 7, erected in 1839, and altered in 1848, and 1856; BRBldg. No. 6, erected

prior to 1894, and Bldg. No. 5, constructed hy Frederick A. Roeder in 1856,

a tfer

The one-story covered porch on Bldg., No. 7 was added &m the period 1896-1901(sce

Photo HF- 96). Also note that the 19th century six over séx lights have been remobed from

all of the windows visible in this view.

3¢






PHOTO NO, 7

-

llarpers Ferry NP Negative Wo. HIF - 196.
Photo taken in 1956 by Architect Archie W, Franzen,
Centery Bldg. No. 5, north(front) elevation. Bldg., No. 6, to the right,
has heen demolished because it was a post Civil War structure, and at the extreme right

can be seen a portion of the east slide wall of Bldg. No. 16 and 16A

AtStaelo
Bldg. Wo. 6, erected prior to 1894, intruded heavily on thgﬂscene of the

John Brown Raid, which took place within about about 150 feet of Bldg. No. 7 in October

1859,
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PHOTO WO, © 8

HARPER''S FERRY FROM TIHE MARYLAND SIOR)

g( ,%,7; " ;a@;% R ot
Harpers Ferry MIP legative Mo, lIF- 64,

e
This view, taken in October 1839, is the carliest photograph in which
the Frederick A. Roeder House, Bldg. 16, can be seen,
Fa . . . .
Bldings: Left to righth: Covered railroad and wagon toll bridge of the B.& 0. RR Company,
brick structure, including portion with portico, is the Wager House or U.S. llotel,

located on Wager Lots 6, 7, and 8; next roof of Armory warehouse, e next rool of Armory

fire engine house@with parapet wall at gaﬁé ené) Next)the tall hipped roof, square brick

structure is the B,&. O, Railroad water tower.

At the left offﬁhe cornice of water tower and above the Armory Fire Engine louse
can be seen a portion of the north(rear) roof, second {loor, chimney, and dormer of
Bldg. No. 16. Tmmediately in front of 16 aan be seen the north and south end chimneys
in the gable end walls of Bldg. No.é?;xﬂlich was also owned by Roeder, Above 7 can
be scen the north(rear) roof and one dormer of Bldg. 15, the Susan Downey louse,

On the night of July 4,1861, Frederick A, Roeder was mortally wounded by

a bullet fired by a Union sniper that ricochetted off the brick end of the Wager Ilouse

llotel and struck Roeder as he rounded the corner on his way home,



