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The National Park Service (NPS) Institutional Animal Care & 

Use Committee (IACUC) was established in 2010 to: 

FACILITATE 
the highest possible

 standards of science 
and stewardship 
throughout the  service. 

PROVIDE 
oversight for the  

humane care and use 
of wild, vertebrate 

animals in research, 
teaching, and training 

in parks. 

ENSURE
NPS compliance 
with the Animal 
Welfare Act, its 
regulations, and  

standards. 

The NPS IACUC is managed in 
the Biological Resource Division 

of the Natural Resource Steward­
ship and Science Directorate and 

has appointed representatives 
from each of the seven regions. 

Do you need IACUC review and/or oversight? 

What is the project’s intent?  

Achieve desired resource objective 
May involve park personnel and/or ot

local resource managers  
her  

Is there a secondary 
research component?  

No:   
Management 

 
No IACUC review 

or oversight  
required  

Yes:
   
For research 


components only 

 

IACUC review required  

Answer scientific questions to improve 
understanding or teach science 

y involve park personnel and/or researchers from  
non-profits, universities, etc.  

Ma

Will procedures be invasive, harm­
ful, materially alter behavior, or keep 

animals captive >12 hours?  

Yes:    No:
   
Research Pilot Study

 
IACUC review and  
oversight required  

No:   
Field
Study

 
IACUC review  

required, no 
oversight  
required  

How to Request IACUC Review 

VISIT 
NPS IACUC website  

DOWNLOAD 
appropriate form or  

reference documents  

EMAIL 
submission materials to 

npsiacuc@nps.gov  

More Information  

Allie Petersen  970.267.2137  
IACUC Administrative Assistant  
 
Tracy Thompson 970.267.7237  
IACUC Chair & Attending Veterinarian 

npsiacuc@nps.gov

go.nps.gov/iacuc  
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