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C !JlcP'i.'7:R I 

acquired. a deed fro:n Lord 1'hornas Fairf::-,.:::: on April 25, 1751 for t~:0 

125 acres of land that was to cc-rnprise the i'u:tm·e sitec of the town 

and UnitEd State;s Armory at. Harpers Forry., Ha.rper eGtD.blished 2nd 

operatml a ferry across the Potor."!.clC River nnd receivr,d tJtle to the 
1 

.ferry right:: from the Virginia Colonial Legislature in :ki,rch 1761., 

He alc:o b'J.ilt a ~,:::.u cill on an island in the Shenandoah River that 

later becalT!e k::10,rn m; the nt£r;.·er Hall IsJ.a.ndn c1,nd in 1775-82 const.ruci:. :. 

0,; stone tavern j which still st;rn.cling and 11:no~m as the Hc1rper rfouse, ;}J ·_ 

lA, )~ on the side of hill o•terlook:i.n[: the junction o.f the Po-t.cm::i.c 

'1,, le 
Shcr.:rmdo2.h Rivers@" A:.:;1d.e frorr. a ~'=~'t~"e- ferry hot-i.se9 this stone t0.7:'.'·,-: 

On Harper's ctoath in October 17L2, his J.and o.nd bui.ldint:;s 2-t 

the junction of the two riirers pasn:-ed to }1is rlic-ice,i, Sarth Harp0r $ the 
,~ . 

wife of ,form Wager, Sl'o•J [he grcmd~on of a Gorrr:.an who had emigrn:ted to 

America from the city of Worms in Hesse Darnstadts; rn:::.ny years earlim:&:;?, 
Sf), 

4ll... well-establi.shed PhiJ.ade:ihphia merchant, John Wage? 2.!'..d his wife ne:ve:" 

left that city to take up life at HarperB Ferry$> but rr~1.naged the Poto:-~,',~­

Ferry and tho stone taverr! from. 1782 to 1803 as absentee landlords umL,.' 

leasing agreementso 

what proved to be a mc1.j or r,oup for the future of his far.i.ily when he 

-1-



2 

sold 118\ acres of !1is i.nher::l:l,r::c1 125' aero tract at Ifr:rpors 1\;rry 

t t l U . t 1 ".1.. i· ('o,•~rnJ'1"·1t fQY' tie t-• "Ur-' nf C' ' 7 ryl ,C., f-.6 0 .le D}. ,CC- .:,;,.'.'. ,OB , yl_:; ,,.J •. ·- u, .. , ·"" ···- .,, 1 ,u __ _,.,, ,:, 

Govorruncnt ace;_uirec: this v;;.cant land f.m:o t,he purpo,.,e oi' orect-Lnc a 

large armory or r:msket r.11J.nufei.cVJr:lne f2.c;tor:r, v;hic:h WD.s to b_<:.1 poFered 

by water, on the bc,nlrn of t hn Potomac Riv er c, Uaccr r eta.in e~. t,j -!.",1e: 

Ferr-J Lot11 ,. the 1:cttor plct cor:.ta.inint: 3/Lth of c,n &creo These were 

the only two priv:c:,\(tely owned inr.olclinc51oc~t9d in tMs great ser.R of 
c, 7-, _,. ! 

' .::.t v'C, I(,' ,A 
Federally-owned J.i.m'.1., ~~:ed near the confluence oft he two rivers 

and includ:Lng a consid-srabls r~mount of thP- 1:imitect lovcl space avc:d.lablc 

the two Wager tracts 

:merchants could o-r0ct 

w-ere the on]~ 2:::-eo.s ,,rhere bur::1inessri11?n ;:,::i:l 

,,,:r-~-c'.j __ z:;:· 
cor'JTJ('rical struct.m•r:;:: &~ co:r:cluct, their hus5nessc:'i 

As the U.,S,,. Arrr,':i17 exp2.nder\, the two 1!.",ger-ow,1ed 
\,\.I.Jc~ cc ,1 Ii;J;,,__,:_/;·· 

tro.cts ~,, heconie 
P\ 

Control over +,J,ese two pieces- of land allc~,,ed the vfacor 

fc:u:1iJ.y to ~-li.de anci dorrd.rw.te tlle commeric&.l devolop:ient of .dar·rors Ferry 

in their own inte~·nst from 1?96 to 183.f; ~',;; a r;io.tter of deliberate 

policy5 therefore, from 1796 ta 1835, th0 He:,ge:::- family refused sell 

any land in their two :i.rLhoJ.clin32Jt*'to private indivicl1.1.:-lso Insteadj 

they granted leaseholds for lots to l11.winossr::cm for a stated nw"icber of 

years at high rates of g:ronnd l'Pnto As a condition oi' obtaining snch 
J_eaB 0~102 (1.r:;1'1;3 

R 6reed to construct buildings oi1 tl':eir lots o Tho 

leasing contracts Epe:LJ.ed oui; the niz, e1 mmb or of stories .11 and rnr>.terials 

that those struc:tuJ:'GD 1:1nst h,~ve and further n:pecifiwl what type of bus:i_r,,,,:;,. 
~ the leasehold_C t~ 

f coulc_ enE;a.ge in while oc::::up;y:Lnr; hin builc1.i.nr;o By thfa lease sy:.:;tom the 
--t\ 

Wager~ eff ecti vcly cont:rollnd t.he nU'71':ier 0f cl.rug stores, hotels, tr:v-erns, 

dry goods stores 1 2.nd other 1:n:.sinosseD that. could opr.:r::.te in the 

center of 11arpers 1'\:rry.. Cornpct.i tion 1~as tln.1s eli11:irnrliod.,. ry chargilr;g 



the Armory workn:en h:'Lgh prices, t[JP fortunate 1 ,urc;h,.nt,R holding Hager 
to t11~~ ~-! 0 ~:e--r·s 

leases were £~1)le i;o JX1.y the hir;h ground rentEi /::.ncl alr,o r,,1ko & good 
2 

profit for thornsolves,. 

In 1834~ Jame;_, Eate:m ~foc:;cr, one of the three ~laem' hei.rc, HDS 

JO) 

declared banb.0 1J.;•t-.. dn October A1b3.i:;.11 the Circu:i_t ,:3uperior Court of 

:. ere hA,:; P:X"r.,,+..; 0"' ,t!J! P Jeff er son County, Vir[;ir::i.a~ su.l',d:rv5.d,::r1. 4::he Six 
a:,

1
_,l. ?:L:,""- ;i. s- 13 ..J I I ,J ,, ,... tr,,, 

•• . ~--, ,,,V,'- ••j~ ..----,__ 

Wan"r '<'e""'rv I,o·c· -; ·,·,+.o thI'"'"' e,au,, 7 '")1--+·, 01·1s .., "1'l b ·~ .!. ,L c.i "" , f --1., .., .., t: c...,' .4. ,._.,..,~ ): ... v ...... ~. .., er,, ,..l 

C{ lo:;~' f cs~ f-ft:5'tJ .- I 

and'! eight buildings to each of the · 

avr ... 1rt.l:Jcl 20 lots. 
lta1tt1 C ) 

heirs"/\ 0~1 ,Tm:e 18 ,,1836 9 

actinr; or:. order of tho Cou:rt,. publ:Lc auction uas begun of James 

B" vl e.g('l:t" is prorerty a This sRle 1:-ra:1 the i'irEit opportur:.::Lt:•r ::dnce l 796 

for any inc'lividual to ac::c1uire l<::£:>l t,:i.t.le to bncl 1ocat.r:;cl in thra 

business district of Hs.ryt:irs Fer:ry., 

cor.-:.rrE,rico,l cot1petition in da:r.pers Fcr-,'y r,;.,·,y this 
')· 
J 

after the ,June Jl8,1B36 cale., 

3 

Returnin3 to the l2st ':lr::c~ide of the 18-L.~, centu.r1, c(mstruction on 

the U&So· l~rrno~r 

1801 .. Built at 

be.rracks to house the .:--;rmt,r.t.s.ke:rc s one L...,rge brick r-,rs.9nal b1i1.(lire :i11 wM .. ch 

to store the finished we·tpo1.2G.t a clam across the l'oto:nac. R.iv8r$' and a Cc,n'.U. 

t.o th ,, t r f•~o,.,., ~-1," rivPr. +.o no1.,1er. the 1,:achinery in the workrd:10:n::o con;rey ,e v, <c e .,_ . . v • cc - . , . v _ • _ 

Sustained prodw·:tion of a.r11s be[;'H1 :Ln 1.[/)2 o 

2 .. Snell, Crrnrlcs H ,. 1
11 'i'he Duc:Lner;r; E01tf:rp:'.'ises .:rnd 80r,:1r1er:Lc:-~l Deve1op1errt 

of Ib.rpers l'er:ry 1s Ln>,er Tc,i:-1, ArP-~:,,, J..[l:')J--JJ,61.;'1 (I: .P .so typosc2·:i.pt, 
Denver Sm~_::rice Gcrrtr:ir, Col0:rarlo, 1.pr:Ll 9,1973),i, 1-2,. 5 .. ,7,,. 

From loOl tc 1B21 thA averri.go ccst of pro,'b.wing a r:re10l:et at Ha:r•ne:,•::; 
Fer:ry w·2,8 &bout ~; 15$78 }T:Y' :·.= n.ct:inc;t ;1; J.2 oCl6 r.d; the 
Sprini::C':Leld Armory in ;,:,i~;W' din::; 0t:tc o T~1c c15 ff nr.'once wt s l,,1.:~ ;;c;l:r 
--i.t+.rJ'1)11 t"'" to +111n 1-,-i r,1~<t:;,l,1. n cl' '-'', yr,,:, +'ti~+ -'e,}·1"' rio"T''i'>' ,,.,,..t V·,-.,;,-t,J-tJ,,, 
( ¼• • ~~ (-,\... .,_.,a.••' '•~tJl.,. •'• •-(JV ,•~. \'1(,6.._,.t_\ ,/ t_l,.) 'w' U'~ V ·-'•• ~•.'"""° / j...-' "(,:;, -'-.4•;' 

worl;:r1on at the H.:.;rn.crs Fe:;::ry f,.y_·1:1ory ,/.J..,.- L<,.t- l(; , <Ae;,,..f -r8 
3 1\- .'• 1 ., 2 5' C· ' ' ' \,· 

<> ~.;.':_!)l .L- · JI' .i· '-1 c f, b· i f"' /.., -J~ v ,,C1:-v.l cf S 1.. •• 'f VI V {__' , 
3 'i ;,ct. ... ·~ ( 



1.i 

for 

87 
c:.·, 

Tl). ,"!· ('P1:'.'Jl!J'. C\f J f',7 n v,,:,~rn··l'=' t1--,:,JI .. li"'rnr.rs 1:'r·,~··• .. ,,. ~ .,;.,~ , ,~, -~ ·"~~· l ,.\, ,o. 1...1 1~ ... 1 c-.... .,_,,.. ....- ... r" 
A 

had. achlew:d a total population of 751 r,ou1n by that c1r:,teo 'l'his f::L,:u.t'c 

included 661 whi.tes and 90 Plack fllc>'J• so There WPre lC) fn.nilir::,P., 'I'he 

of the workr,•m c:.nd their f2mi lio~, h-'.1(:. t,o :::..:i.vn :Ln the .: rr.1~;ry bf,.:rrad::, .: nrl,.£iJ·( ,_ 
LJ .. )· 

thu ,rorkr,hops" 

Tl1rr.e t,c}t:tl r ~:-;-:.11~::t.ion of 
b 

Vireini.1JS :; a:nd. the CS f ol]_CP.,JS: 

lRlO 1820 JGJO 1ei:.o J.850 1860 
Harpers 

751 19377 J 1,71. 1,801 l.,7h7 1 ') r'7 
:F'Eorry ~ J..#Lf- \ii' :i "· .).-

Boliver 0 0 '> f.o t.~ .__,.,,, 51~ 7 n~i· "5', ~ Jtj1.c13 
,.,,~-· 

Total: 751 1,377 1, 7113 2,316 2 qn7 , -· ,.) .. 2 ... .,~ ~!, 
J .. · ,,,, .. 1· 



CHAE?TEH II 
A Hist!')1'Y of Harpers 

~John War,er,. Jr., who inherit8d the Wager Six Acre Reservation and 

llager Ferry Lot heservatiol1,, moved to Harpers Ferry in the same ~'ear 

and was the first of the fan1ily to take up residence in the tiny torrm. 

As has been mentioned,; John Hager,Sr.,~ an absentee landowner.,.. operated 

his Potoriac Ferry and his stone tavern, Bldgo !Jo,, Ji.-A.,. 1mder a leasing 
"[t:R_, y-c.vcv-A/ Vvt1. s ,.(.. 

arranger:1.ent from 1782 to 1803 o ~ twc and 011e-half story stone 
~.,u,~.J.-ct 

structure ov-er a one-story stone basemen~~25 feet 'by 34 feet 11 inches 

in siz,g)and contained a total of six rooms. The tavern provided fooc1.9 

,. drink, and shelter~iavelers- ut:i.lizing thP. ferry and itrs most faI'lous 
~ I 

visitor wa.s George Washington.,, 1>r,ho stayed at 11 Horris: Tavern11 at Harpers 
.,.,., 

Ferry from August 6 to 9~1785 while he visited and inspected the 

~ ~ 
Haroerf:i. !<' ery area. 

J~--,. 
John Hage~,,Jr. took up reside in the stone tavern 

probably in 1803. j 

About 180?.,- with the U.,S,, Armory in production and ths population 

growing, the W.:1gers expanded their facilities by erected a new hotel 

in the center of Harpers Ferry .. One of the first travelers to probably 

stay in this large frame structure (See Historic 1·13.p A- Harpers Ferry ti.Tl 

1803) was Captain 1".teriwether Lewis., w~o spent about a month at the 

U .s. Armory in l'L:1.rch 180\ procuring u.s. Rifles,, knives., tomahawks., _,, 

and a specially designed iron boat for- use on the forthcor.j.ng Lewis and 

Clark l!;...,cpedition across the continent to the Pacific. 

The II HarpeI'S Ferry Hotel" and its related frame out1Juildings uere 

located on a lot that fronted 90 feet on Shenc1.rn~mh Street Etncl extended 

along 15'0 feet along High Styeet.,.(This lot later became Wager lot No. 15.,. 

subci!:vioions 1,2.,3, and tr, see J-b.p C and Aaps No .. 1 and 2)., 13-'.f 1824 the 



~ 1 5A 

Gpacim.~s llarpn:r0 I'erry Hotel had a total of 22 rooms and one of these 

w,:in a 40 by 20 foot y;:,,rloro The Wq_;,~"r f<'.:r:tlly own8d the Harpers Ferry 
0ct,.iber/ 28.,1837 , 

Hotel from lCD::i-03 to ~~:.~~ le;:~3ing the otructure to various 
durino- -::,his e...""'a .. 

~ hotel and tavern keepers 1-,.. Bn October 28,rl837, Lot Noa 15,. 

which h2..cl 1)een .'.lWardod b~~ thEz J efforcon County Court to the bankrupt 

J::m1-os Bo Hagel.:' und then f11-1·ther subdividec. :imto four lots.,, was sold 

at public auction., Fm.' tt.e first ti:..1c since 1782 the Hager family 

was not directly involved in the Harpers Ferr-y hotel business., 

On f.hrch 31,183D1 the le2.::ie of the last hotel"- keeper to the 

venerable llc.1:-pr.,rs Ferry Hotel expir~ and\ in Lpril 1838) the old 

frame structure was demolished by the new owners of lot No. 15;.,. 
extant 

The former site of the hotel was then occupied by/Bldgs. Noo ll and 
h '((' 

l.~.,, erected in 1838-~39, ar,d Blc1g,. No.1O, cor..structed in 181.~6 .. J-i?o 

Fror1 1?8?. to 1830, first with the Harper House and then 

with fl.::rrper::i Fe:::-ry Hotel, the Wager ±'amily ®' possessed a conplete 

monopoly of tho hotel., inn, and tavern business in Harpers Ferry. 

In addition to these operations the Mager far.iily n1so apparently 
sovera1l. 

controlled the~ small drin!t:Lng houses that "r-ere erected to cater 

to the needs of the Arr.wry workmen. These srnall frame saliltOns appeared 

on th8 north side of the vJacer Si.Jc Acre Reservation property and fronted 

on the n-1.rrow (15-f oot wide) ~ alley which lay betwef,n the Wager land 

and the U .s,. C c::.nc1l and !'1tlsk'3t Fc::.ctory land along the Potomac o A visitor 

to Harpers Ferry in 1816 reported that the town had one hotel, two stores., 
9 

and fi vo '' Grog Shops" .. 

9., Snell_, Charles Ho, 11 Businm,s Enterprises •• ., of Harpers Ferry ... ,'1 .t 2
0 
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By April 1828 the Superintm1rlcnt of the U.,.S., Armory had 

rp,achecl the conclusion that these tavo:c•ns represented a threat 

to the GOOrl work habits of hj_s employees and the frame structures 

also were a fire threo.t to the safety of the l'0.tsl::et Factory workshops. 

Both of these hazards could be elimin.ated, Superintendent James 

Stubblefield explained, by the United States p1 1rchasing title to one 

acre of Wager fe.r.tlly la:::d that lay alonG the north side o±' the vJaGer 

Six Acre Reservation. 11&1v/~:· 
11 The acre of lancL referred to,., has beeri v~ 

1 - ~ 
laid off and will stretch along the lower section of the Potomac (A:;-:-n:.o:r-,D C~J 

('tf i'\'Nd-'"Q VI.IC'~ J -
and innnediately oppos:i.te the water..,,._shops abou-t 140 yard2." Among the 

/\ 
reasons ao.van(:>'id to justify this purch.::.se,, St-uhblefield infor111ed the Ordnance 

_.,tG-e-t...e ! 
Departr,_ent (1) It would be the means of excJ.ndj_ng 11 several miserable t.ippling 

shop:?erecte<l along the C-si.x Acre ;·eservation Lin!) ner~rest the wo:t.'k shops­

which operated detrimentally to the mornls and indur~~rim~lL_habits, o.f the ArmdJJ.7 
rl )'Jcc,[~,r-- ~ i!,1{~,:!~ 

employees°' (2 ) .. These f~tippling houseftJI nwithin a few paces of the work 

"' shops,. would in case of fire.,, endan~er the entire ArmorJo11 (3 ). The boundary 
q/~o 

line separating the Armory Ca~.l fror.i the Six Acre Reservation ran so close 
. . if 

along the marign of the Canal that it wa[; hardly possible t::, make the necessar-.1 

repairs on the c2.na\.without tresspassing o_n \'l~ger property o
1
/ ~; &~ti'r--

If the United States. owned this land,. Stubblefield continued,. 

the wooden grog shops o.nd stablf:is lining the ~ 2-.lley could be torn 

down o.nd the narrow lan~widened into a broarl. firelo.ne or street.,, thus 

i!!J-- solving both prohloms. The vlager fa.r.Jily, which needed money to finish 

construction of their 750 foot~ong wooden toll bridge across the Potol'l'L.'1.C 

(Const,1'.'uction had started on this bridge in 1824), w:-ere ~ willing to sell 

the one acre of land ancl the buildings standjng on it for ~; 5,.000o The 

- 6 
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Ordnance Departr,mnt., hm:vnver,. rr.ade uhat proved to be the Y'Jr<J foolish 

mistake of declining the offer,. stating that the price of$ 5,ooo was 
10 

far too high above the real value of the lnnd., (See lb.p No., 3 for 

the numerous buildings that lined Armory Alley by 1844) : This problem 

was not to be resolved until 181.:.7-LBo 

Because these frame drinking hens cs were located on ~lager property, 

their bartenders must have paid tribute to the "\tfagor family for this 

privilege.. These agreerr1e:1ts or leaseholds.,, ho',rever.,, were never recorded 
exact 

in the legal records of <Tefferson County so that the location and. nwnber 

of such trippling houses cG.n not b0 determit103d prior to 18360 

110 .. 

ff., The St.1.ge Coach Inns and TavG:t.'l1E\t 1830-1837 o 

Between 1829 and 183 7,. with the iraprovem0nts of roadB by turnpiking 

and the construction of lc:':'idges , . 
.,d;a ho 

1farpers F en•y enj ~rer! a b.~ ief era 

of stagizig coaching ar:c wi tnecw8d the er.'1 of \frtger far,rl.ly monopoly of 

the hoteJ_ b'.winess in thc1.t toun of 1,4 7l.i people. The stazt>c 

ran three da:rs· a week 

A. from Winchester.,Virginia, via Charles Town and Harpers Fcr!"J) to 

~rederfok, I1aryland, ~ v-rh"3re the pc::.c.1fE:nGers could 

take the B.& O. Railroad to BalU.more 0 It No ib 1°13 ~ h Ch k 1 ver.i. er r1.., 0 e .• es.apea .e 

and Ohio Canal reached the .i·~ryland shore oppos:..te to Harpers Ferr-J 
also 

and henceforth stage passengers could get off at .tiarpers :F'erry ancl 

catch an~ canal packet boat from that point to Washington_,, D.,C .. 

Thap, stages stowed at .Harpers Fe~-7 to a1£p1,r passengers to eat, drink., 

and s-J.eep. This traffic had an ir11portant effect on Harpers Ferry hotel 

Su11ivan,, Arthur L.,, 11 1-iistoric Building Site Survey Report 
for ilager Lots Ne. 17 to 34., 1782-1869, H:.6h Street 
~tudics Series No. l," (l'r.R.s• Typflscript., lhrpers 
I- erry_ Hation?..l Hornimont.,. le1iisecl i'l1.? 1;}_,1959), 84':l,.. 
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and tavern operations: In Apr:iJ. 1830., .i1ajor Ja.mes Stephenson opened the 
~';~:,+ 

,1 non-Wager hotel and tavern in Harpers Ferry's history, announcing in the 

Virginia Free Press: "EntP-rta:l:1,-1ento The undersignec'l avails, himself 

of this method of inforrling the public., that he has ope..ried a Hou~ 

EntertnMfr.::ont, at liarpers Fer:ry.,, a short distance from., but in sight of 

the Old Stand(J,he Harpers FerJ'\J HoteJL, located on Wager Lot No. 15.,, 

subdl.i•1isions Jl.,.2 .,3 .,and h,. which Stephenson had operated under a lea;s-e 
11 lfl 

with the Wager Fa.mily frc.r.1 1821~ to I1i.rch ]BJ£} e St}0phenson 's Hotel, 

Harpers Ferry first in.depeno.P-n.t inn, was located in extant Bldg .. No. l.i5,a,,:./,/ 

situated on the we~~ide of fa,.rpers Ferry on U11So Lot No. l }~ 
':i k~i--

~ ShenandoahA, iris hotel..,, in 1830., was a :l»ro and one-hal.f stOJ7 1 
, -F~.s.,.rti-{ a;..;C&. /Juv,!.._ SiA'...£ r?j 54.-+-.-.yt-,..-e.. s 1.......:,.-t 

stone structure which,_i~- 50 feet 7 inahes ~·e a~~~ fe0t h inches deep., 
,d' hi~- ,,,,_:,-,._..._j Of~ 

It conta.ined a total of 10 rooms.st one ~sed as a store and nine roOJWJJ 
,, - o /I ( Q""' v~ n ,::; ) 'I VJ ... ........-~.. ....,,_:;v .l.·.c..i.1 J..J 

~~a part of the tav~rp ?PE'!r.p. tiono .. t. f!!.~~ St,,eph~tf1SOI: had acqu_}-rec1 

o-, ,a~):;i_&h'-t'. ~us11J...cl4\e;.,-Z£:z.,~~ 
~i~~=~St~ ;~~ Jbj;~.}-hd w-~/4~4:r;hts sxiR-t.e~~ en 

~ited States· la;~:::; ,J~ • ."-~'!"..-,-crd b u1'U6L11.L t:: s boo.:.. The location of 
~1~ ~ ,?~ c.:f: e,,~~ -Q;--t.., ----· . C'\. 

the·~~ on U.S., land ~l f,he 1lagers, ~ clos4down his com~t:1)\~nr: 
on 11:trch 20,176l.!-~ 

taverno M1jor James Stephenson, born at Gettysburg_,, Pa/\~ served as a 

volunteer riflem(\_n un~er General Arthur St. Clair in his 1791 expedition , 
0\,Ju an0~1 the Whiskey RebellionCav-i.P~~- / 79 f ,.,t:,,....,'vJCf'°('C.fp (,-.,, . .1 

against the I.nrlians£ He ~ mov~ V~rginia and ~· . : ~ ~ the Virginia /)v·c. 
A ~ agai::i in ~ i-v a;, c.: 4.Cfed l-rr V 

house of delegates in 1800-1803 and/1..1806-07., A Federalist~., he was 

elected and served in the U .. S. House of Representatives, from 1803 to 1805.11' 

from 1809 to 1811.tc and from 1822 to l·~.rch 3.,18250 As has been noted., he 
• • -4H:f.e./\., c" ~~---t,r Cd...-/-fl/•tc /:) ~ 

and his wife, Ann C*Step~1enson)~ 111anagea. the vl~rg I Ha.rpers Ferry Hotel 

from 1824 to 1830,. UAA..0r ·1 ~s-e==:vi::;\~h +.h1~ -.;en,,, weekJ;y 
l~c, Virginia Free Press?.. J>.pr:il 7 .,1830.,, p .. 3, c·.,.5o -Charles Town., Vao/news;{paper. 

l:D.o Ibmd.,., Aucust 29,1833,}Jo-3; Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 
-- l 77h-196ifu ('vlashL1gton,1Y:.1:;;;T9'61), p. 16;:ilo 
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J 1c,,o ,{c,,,.._~ d /V 

~ /d,1j or died at Harpers :Ferry aftor a lingering illnesc: a.t the age of ... , 
Cl;--.c,-{ Jh, /'i'-J:; ~ 

His wi!f.kr,t carried on the bm:i!less ~~l!~e 

forever on Aarch 25.,1837., when Mr·s o Ann Stephenson sold her rights to (;I 
..,._ 

the building and the 1118 0:se" to the United States Government for $ 3,000. 

She used this money to purchase Wager family property which was being 

sold under banla-upKty p:r;oceedin3s in 1837 and erected a fine commerical ~-.:" 
,-,...Qt-~'ij C<-cq,,utui J5 

building on he?~-~ land., · 

The second independent (non-Wager) inn to open its r1oors in Harpers 
Globe 

·· Ferry was the ~ L";..n,, also located on the west side of Harpers Ferry., 

just acres8 the street from ~1,.jor Stephenson 1s Hotel., encl sj_tuc.terl. oh 

~~cc l1.'1.p B) . 
U.,S., land.,. Blor:k c., Lot No. Jl., House No. 3., Shenandoah 01in;et.,. I\ Th Apr:11 

1832 John Fitzsi>nmons informed tb'l public th2.t he had II opened a Public 
a 

Fouse at Harpers Ferry (nea-rly Opposite Hj .. Jas .. Stephem~on 1s Hotel) 
-- (.f C:.,(..;1 0/ e,v{ j.~ /t, 
in the_ building forrg..erly//,Wm" Graham, AT T"dE SIGH OF THE GLOBE." 

Conticlt'ing,, I1r. Fitzs.iY'E'J1ons assured his renders that 11 Ii'i..s bar will be 

supplied with the best liquors ... 1! and 
lJ/- . 

~ 11 His st-3.'bling is large and 

c:ormnodious.,11 Fiztzsimmon 's Hotel and Tavern closed its doors, 
Jj;-' 

am litrch 31,1835. ,, The Globe Inn WB!S locat ed. in a large 21.a sto:r"J 

~ The Globe Inn_,, located in Bldg. No" 3., stood on u.so lando William 
Graham had constructed the house between 1818-1820. Wmo Graham held an 

~n-/4.. ~lleGal~ 11 lea3e11 to the lot from JJll8 to 183 7 ,- when the United StEtco 
purchRsea. the~ two buildinr,s: on the lot and his 11 lease11 for $ h./DOo 

ll., Bldg. No. 45 ha~bi=ien constructed_ by John G~. W~l~on ~1 1825-26_: 
Hn:;,. Stephenson purchas0d H?-Ger l.ot rJo.1;; surHnvision J\o.,1 0:1 Ocuober_ 

28 1837 for about t, Ji/:JtJc (it,$1, 700,. In kpril 1838 the old( 1802-03 )i:-v-•,-.-11· . 
Ha;pers Ferry U,otel,-which occupied Wager Lot 15 .,was del'1olished. In lo3t1·-39,, 

M~t3
0 

Stephenson erected Bldgs .. no. 12 and l?J • .,. 31,~ stOI"J brick st~ctures 
on 1,ot 15, subdivision/ T:1is; buildinc contained a store on the firot 
floor, which Mr.s 

O 
Stephinson lea:::; ed.,, and a dwelling on the upper floors• 

l~,. Y.irr;inia Froe Press t. April 5,1832.,. p-.3, ce-1., 
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brick structure which approximat~1y 
'l 

O"\/ t)lol:,f /A//2 ... <:r lie<! 
50 feet ~e and "20 feet deep .. 

'I l,11 •. !a.S 

It appa:i:-ently ha.d m:r:1erous roor1S,. for the structure was used prior 

and after thD j~avern period as a boarding house., 

The next, and fifth tavern in Harpers Ferry history to open 

its doors was the l!lJa,tional Ho-t,el11 ,. located on the ea.st side w! 
j..,ot (See Jhn, B )., 

of town in the Wager Ferry Reser-ration \on Wager Lot No .. 5.1\ This 
A ./ ,.,tG., {'-qHt I Yl 

tavern was built wj_th T,Jager blessir.g5i,: -~ gJ:>anted Samuel Gibson 

da.-h"'f'J, 
a six year le,aso,., apparMt}0~

1
froYn l' ebruary 1,1833.,, and permission 

t~ build and operate a store and taver~ ~ 'I'he 11 National 

H-otel11 ,, a. 3}~ story brick structure with hipped roof',. c:.bout 59 feet 

wide: and 2 0 feet cleep, was completed in August 1834.. Gib oon 1 

the oHner of the building., renraved his J.ease with lfoah Ho Swayne~ 
~ w•.,,·rActt? J 

the husband of S::rah A,. Wager$, on Febrtw.ry l,1839 and was L,Tanted 
'I lb 

a 995-year lease at an annual ground rent of$ 160.00 per year., 
.~t,'-0'-<--f:. 

This hotel.,. functioning under the nan es of the 11 National Hotel11 

and 11.,Yir~-tT_:i~-~ou_se,:1
:~ ,~'°leased1b; _ Gipson to various tavern keepers.,. 

The \lager Lot S building was utilized as a hotel from 1834 to 

1%.60 

C. The Railroad IIote1s and Saloo32~s 1838-J.861 0 

Uhile the arrival of stage and canal had had a stinmlating 

effect on the hotel business in Harpers Ferry,- the coming of the 

railroads in 1836-1eli2 was to hav.e an even more decisive impact. 

T.hree large 'brick hotels s, all Io cat ed in the 
,fager Ferry Lot Hc~e.rvR_ tior.. T;J'cre to op~n t1--i • The Winchester & Potomac 
.., t'.\., re ., - c. ..GJ.):' 
riAA~~ ~A~ ~~~7 \:;i,,,b~&~~T I\ 

Railroad Company received a 1~it:;ht-of....-way through Armory land along 

the north bank of the Sheno.ndor,h River fror.i the United States 

(Th · , f ctr"'.,,.,+ 0 r1 J' 8 a 'noT-J'1 ~fro D ) • 0 rl[;Dt O H:l"-" 6 c, ....... ~ ., u ,. • !)11 '· • ~ 32 mil I\. The new failroad was opened its full ch.,fo.nce_,, about • es from 

l {. c, The 1833 Wager-Git> __ son_ leafrn was not recorded._; the Swa:i,rrie~Gibson 
:ti) • .l'i/( 1,T I r\"'l - "'J/Y7 .Tnf'-f'o,•c:,nn Gnnnt.v 
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vJinchester., Vao, to Harpers Ferry$' in 113.rch 1836. The complet.ion of the W. & 
/4-w-e-v'-€--J 

Po Railroa~ was the death knell for the stage ]ines,, In like manner.,, the 

two Harpers Ferry hotels located on the wieot side of tmm, the,~ GlobC' Inn, 

on Block °) Lot 

street in Bldg. 

l.,. Shenandoah Street., and Major Step~henson 1s 
0/J LJfar 

Nao 45.,, Lot 1, we.re doomed as; hotels because 
,4,...12,(,<J-.J 

too far away from the ti ra:..lroad sto.tionso The Bnltimore and Ohio Railro::d 

reached the 1"1".aryl2.ncl shore opposite to Harpers FerrJ in December 1834.ll' but 
Cl1-{ 

was not able to construct a wooden bridge across the Potor.i.ac ~ get its 

locomotives, and cars into the town of Harpers·Fcrry until 18370 

The stragetic site .for hotels:.,, restaurants, and taverns after 1837 
<~ ck,~.r-Jl-t'{ . ~ 

was Ato be at the j_~ction of the B .t.'(J. and W .&P.A:cd.lroad Jlihes arid"tricl,r clepotf:J 
~~"-.Q_ .£-~.Y..4{. ,, ., 
1 in the T,Iager Ferry Lot Reserv-dtion

1 
on the east side of towno Samuel GihAon's 

I . -. 
N <-c 5-fA. -hGJ-·-<, 11 ational. Hot.el/' located on Wager l,ot No., .5,, was situated near the'-"~~rt, ~ 

~and hen~e flourished until 18460 L11 Nove!".ber 1.842 Jthe B & Oo l:tai.lroad 

finally completed its main line from Baltimore as faT west as Cu:r.iberl'3.nd9 M::! . ., 

Harpers Ferry,, beginnir..g in 18W .,,~~~ a regular stopp0...'18 p.il.ace for 

B.&.,t Oo passangers to dine and this ·development ushered in wh2.t can be 

called a golden age of hotels at Harpers ForryJ which lanted until 18610 

But to return to 11336., 6Y1 ,June 18.,1836, acting dirl orders of the 

Jefferson County Circuit Court, the real property of the_~nkrup-ei James 
tl-5 /i..;,s h-v..-.. /./i.((:---r:l ) 

Bates Wager/ was offered at public auction. ft This; sale was the first 

opportunity since 1796 for any i11.diYidual to acquire legal tj_tle to land 

located in the business district of Harpers Ferryo John Bo Wager 1s share of 

the S:L"'<: Acre Reservatfon and Ferry Reservation, co::isisting of about 2~4 acres ~ 
\;J---< ~&<J--tn-4-, ~ ot4:. 
tscovrt·tx:i-~~ nine buildinG_iincludine the 1803 lfarpcrc Ferry Hotel) w.e..re put on the 

\,...', ~ ;)~ 

111.arket and disposed of at high prices be.tween J.836 anc1, 18½lo . The total collect,:: 
Cn. ;iLL a-~G 'tt :>-'gj 17q,f6, 

inil: luding his share of the Potomac bridge,, ~bout O ~ 3-@0eJ ;.-

I\ 

,, 
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V-lrst into the~~ to obtain 'ila~er land an~Aerect 
Cl(!~ r;;: (3, '&.'D _y 

a hotel in the Ferry Lot R.eservat:i.on ~ the r2.ilroad depot~ 

was Smnuel GH1son, leaser of Wager Lot No~ 5. andthe owner of the 

National Hotel. At the June 18, 1836 auction of J .,B. vlager 's property, 

Samuel Gibson purchased 'viager Lot No)9 9 which included a 2!2 story 
. ($~/-tGt.P C.. 

s.tone house, for$ 2,1,5:). In 1837 he erected a. large three story 

brick builrlj_n1:3 about 43 by L.5 feet in tho rear of the stone house. 
Aa-rcf 

The new st:i:-ucture fronted on the tracks of the B.,&. Oo Railroad 

and in 1838 Gisbnn leased his brick building to Eli IL. Carrell.90 

In April lfl38 Mr- .. Carrell ra..."1 the follo .. ring adviertisement: 

THE vnw:a;L\ HOUSE 
RARP:!P, Is F.~UlY 

The undersigned rcsp':ictfull;r in:forI!1$ the public that he has 
tc>.ken that laree.,, new,- and crn:rrnodiur:::; three-storyr brick building.,, situated 
on I'otw1ac St,:i::cet,r a i::ho-rt distance from the br:i.c\~es,, and opposite 
the (1'Iatiom.l) hotel of l-~~ .. Samuel Gibson,.. e-11 "1:7 

- - ·/o'f 

UUE:_~ +.he 00F'i ,..,_,, of' t~l'.'.!_ The str11 cture was acquired by the 
~ 11,r;;-,v C.-i-/~l ~ b-::-;, 

B ,,&. 0. R. R.. in 1857 ancL utilized by that company as an 11 eating-hou~ e11 
:, 

. Ii 
under the narnP- of the PotoJ:12.c Restaut'ant., for their passengers., 

.~,r.r-e£ ftu__, /~)/\/ 
The 1~ of the J.arrre rallroad hotels to open was the structure 1 t., /l 

located on Har;e'.I'." Iot No., 13, at the corner of Shenandoah Street anrl 
A~" Mit> ,.z vJ-

the narrm,;,.alley that l'..1tor became Potomac Streetc, On J'Uly 1,1837 
rt\ . A(1i'l5, 

Noah H. Swayne, one of the ~lager family~ lea2P".l T,ot No. 13 to John W. 

Wilso?1_, a Hav'1ers Feri;t rnr)rchant, for 10 years at an annual ground 
(_,ftJZ.Q f'"(, Cl. vJ C, ) 

rent of $ 120000 per ;·P:~r.. In 1837-38 vJilson construded a 3\z story 

brick structure on his lot. J..J esignr;d as a hotel,- the bujlcline front,yl 

17- Y,;i,EJ~i11ia Fr2e Press., April 26,18,38_,pc3 9 col..i.~~'ct,/J /c ("-- C(,~~-<5 
~iv h ~~-ZJ,_ ~ \rv"'<r--- ~ ., i ~) ....&~ iu-. (}C r.r,,. V R. IS' . iv 6'r-----

1,? 
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Wo--J.J 
27l:z feet on the north side of mienancloah Street and H"3!- about hO feet 

deep.. It had a cellar with four rooms and. 17 rooms in the upper porti.on., 
. (u/1/,t;:µ,~'<S 

In 1840 a tvro-story brick ar.nex ui.±l:,.. three rooms Vli'71S added to the rear .. . I\ 
Wilson 1s· building was fini:::hccJ. in 1838 and on ,Jn:cy- 12 ,- 1838 I~mbella 

Fitzsirrnnons advertised~ 

Isftbella I'i tz c inmrons respecfulzy annou1;.ces: to her friends 
and the public:,- th::.:.t she has opened a 

HOUSE OF' ENTUI.AINT'.:ENT 
iri the brick buiJ:.cj.n3 r('ccntly erected. by I'.:r. J. G., Wilson,- immediately 
opposite the Ars:enal,. where ever.f attention will be afforded to persons 
favoring her with their cust01:1" " l.?;' 

This hot,el and tavern continued in busi::1.ess under Yarious names and manager~, 
fo.1.tional Hotel 

from 1838 to lflh3 ,- when like t:he 116-Y,/41 building on vi ager Lot Noo 5;,. it 

· Wci.S henceforth used for stores .. 

wit1'.!",,j,he c~ hot-els l'or J 2::u'.'.i."b~c'.!=:f::,~".:'"'~~~r-e-:.-.gee 
\·IngE~r 

"!I§ April 1e38 the old (1£\02-03) fro.me ~- 11 ,J.arpers Ferry Hotel!' , 

located O!l Wager Lot Ho .. 15 . .,was dernolished,- whe!l the last leasehold to that 
(v~'h--"- t'l]'>z:;.. ir1f _: 

structr.h.re ( which had been held by NicholE,s; and Isabella FitzsirnmonsJ expir:-- , 
third · J-:: ---a '\ -1,c~ /{e;li_/)C{~ ,-c.,,,.f 1 • t' + I 

· The~ and grandest_ 0:f' i::he
1

r2.ilroad hotels was the United utaves 
\,V"' l vt\ t,.... ,,,., l 

Hotel,. or Wager Eouse., erected on Wager Ferry Lots 6" 7., and part of 8,, 

directly adjacent tot.he B .. & ... o ... R.R. Depo;5.n 1838-39.. JaTrJ.err Foley.,. a builc:c­

purchased Wager Lot No. 7 :> which co'felained an old frame warehouse,. for 

$ J'1_,85'0 at the June Jill ;1836 stle of J.,B ... Hager's property; h6 ~ ,N~ 

Tr .,. I ,, e. r •r« G'kc 't F~)=:Gli ;ii' ~I I lc-r:uw~ :t; a~~:r: lft?fil:ho,c' f!f½-i!S.;[<";l !fr• ,,1,,. - .. lv,1...........-cr ...... I •W ---·,1· · ~ 

Bo Wacer.,, • .lt1e owner of Wn.ger Let i:Jo" 7 ,. Foley erected the United States 

]'l:,. Virginia Frnn P:t·N,s, July 12,1838.,..p.,,3_, 5o 
lf!/., \"Ia[;er Lot 15., which was subdivided into four lots., was soJ.rl at public auction 
on October 27-28,-1637 to three persons; lJ fo:r a total of $ 5,,672o5D 



C 5 . ...Q.J2_ t---l 0.. IJ C ) 

Hotel on J,,ots 6 a.'1d 7 in 1038-39 iland purchased title to the entire structure 
fj C Ro., a.A. , \, /,)J.f., "( 

from
1

Wager for $ 7 ,-200 on Ju.J.y 9 .,lBh0o The UoSoHotel was a 3\z story brick 

double house divided in the center by a common brick party walL The 
sr;;;;.-e:- . ---

structllt'e fronted about 60 feet on...,.Potomac.,./,6.p#m';~#i/iJ{,1/ilii:ti11f#~~0f;t~ 
()Al 'Scnfc-1.,6cr J J ) ~~<j J-,..ilc·a Al( ,cf~,U/u-f;(. (''II.') <fG•iV" ,J,, <ict s/iol~ /4-iv,·.d,t,.,. J..,,· t· 

,,,,Jl.iii;ii,~ _ancl, was abo~t L5 feet deep .. I\ In 18?9'-i+0 Foley added a rectan6-u1ar 
~- {?v-c:.-. ).N.:.A t-f, 5,,...,~, jJN- c.:-l ~-- a.-;.,,,.,._..,,.,,,_p fiv-... ,,,.._,t! fv:'.;...iT -J:~J~o/;i,.:,,,,~.,,..,, ( 

threc-3tory wing to the north or rear half of the 1:.otel" The addition., 
. ~~ t:,-7 

about 32 feet deep and 58 feet wide., covered the rear facade of the structure 

on Wag'c1l' Lot 7 and ran north acros& the width of the f.feastern half of Wager Lot 
A-,1 J<¼:..9-r 

No. 8, so as to abut on the larg71 brick hotel and res,taurant( known variouDly 

as: the V~;reinia llov.~~ Hestern Exchn.nge Hotel and Potomac Restaurant) that stocrJ 
< ~ ,,, ta -~7~/1...e&.,1..,, 

on Wager lot No. 9.. ~adcc_t,ion to the United States Hotel opened~directly 
A cs~ 1-l,,(L-iJ NO/::,-:.; 

out on to the B.,&. Der Railroad platform at track levelo /\ Ilyl840 the United 

/s'~States Hotel cojr/r,ained a bar;'rmblic parlor,~ private parlor,. a 
~ \rJJ.A.R.._ ~ 

dining room3 28 bedroor.J.S,- -~additional. charrbersJocated in the ga:rret,r 

On Septer:1ber 26 ,1839,. James Foley announced: 

11 The undersigned has opened for the reception of his friends: and 
lihe travelling public.,.. his :till·! HO';,':CL N:31i.R T}fi RAIL-,,.~Ob.D D::roT, aff¥ordir:i & 

fine view of the a__ftjacent Mountains and P.ivers,- and convenient to th0 Public 
forks (-the U.S .. Ar,10:i.:--~ • The house is- entirelv new,: and has: been erected 
:;XpressYy for a Hotel .i...of the best order.. The ro"ons are nea:rf: and comfo~table; 
~-and the B'ar e.nd Table will always be supplied with every thing of the best 
l!-tali.:t_;z. The servants.,. attentive &nd obliging., The friends of the proprieto;;., 
md the trc:.velling public,. ni.ay rely upon on finding ever-Jr exertion made to 
:-ender their sojourn at this Hotel agreeable and pleasant. 11 ~ 20 

·3:i.. ... l(o(Y( 
The furnishings of thif'l\hot~l were sold to a newr leaser of the structure in 

~.:)./ 
kch 1850 for $ 2.,.94J.L .. 38., Gerard B., Wager purchased Wagers Lots 6 and 7 

their )ro-rc / 
:md ~building in 18h2 and 1843 from the estate of James ~J Foley for 

1 total of $ 8_,,500°' In 1846 Wager next acquired 'ifagE>--r Lot No. 8 from rJoah H. 

3wayne for$ 3,,000. Gerard B,, Wager and his~ bst,atc( he died in 1848) 
. W {)._~...__,/-{,t.iN ctJt.!.l[ ti_7 ,. 

~mained the owr.er of the United States Hotel from 1842 to 1B62 .. ~ np.,:+a::li:::h"'r; JJ.l.D 
)..0~~ Vir~inia :Free Press., Septer.iber 26.,1839,, p • .J., co4i> 



prorerty 1\r lr::a.s1ng tho hotel t.o V2'r1ou.c: hotel 
0:.-jl<-.;_,7-

l'la'l'.'eh 113l.i5) ar1cl ( frni.: April 1250 to ch 

and the adjacent 111,Jestern E:-:changv on Lot no. 
j,\f -t=-c: ti.~ 

Ho+.eJ...°,, 1ocatccJ 
{'c~tJ~,1..:.J.L q,_.,l A,,J 

and operated. a~; one hotel hy Bli B.,_ -;,<'rS;;.,;c./;:'.~-':,t 
J:, a1Mc,."''j('.. 1,,ft,,1l~e. a/I Pee:,;~ ..(..v.c J.._.f. ~ eil~'. u,:_'c:}~!->::t'..:.,""·,·1'-"TJ 

th" n·,,,-,1'··,er of '"'O __ ,, .. ,.,t ir1et 1· E'~'rv T .---1- ho···,· ' 1- 1ror·1 fo"r i o t,J,,r,-,,·, -c;;. .I. v..1. .l~ ~ ,.., ll,J--~-... ' t..:, ,-.J. ,J .J.....' u v, .... .r,d,,1 J,. < \.f. J .... • ..... 

periods of joint, operation& 
rc1,,-,....,,;.-.,~,<:::;:;7r·f',-t ,, ... , .. .,. c,.,.~~.i;r.r,-.-;.-·""1':CCC-~=~rr,,..,.,_,_,1, 
l~J~:¼:~o/:,'J i f I "'i ·; ' : i § I ;. ";f:.; -r:~~:··'-~./--L _:, -: -)., ··~":: :"".:::~, ~~E:::.;~;\~~r.:~k-{ ;:: ~· ! ~ . , 

opex•2.tions 

.J:.,'(i::~c --l_.-z,( 
G .. Wilson 1c hotet on :.i.:tcer Lot J..~ce:1sed tts 

in l8l!3 and Sarmel p:Lbson 1s 
<:i.:rch 

:nosed ~.ts doors ir~ 10~.6 .. 

nf 0 ·'·1·on··l n.,~-..,J II lor···:t,··c1 c11 L.l. 1./ •. t.~ J.J.u v _,,, _ j} '-"'<-~ "-" ,(. 

Both of those hotels won, 

c:1:,:not to conpe:te 
the 

and L':cli-Led Stc1tes lrot 

the '.:lager Ferry Iot Heserva ti.on was t-he Gault Iroi.:.s e ,cl,11oon1 On. 
·vB.cant 

31.,.1840 :md i'G.rch 1,1e41., Gerc:rd B .. \far;,:;r leased t-wo adjacen\ lots, 

the let South oi' the Hinchester & ?otonnc Railroad 'I'rac:ks, to John A,. Gj.lJSon 
f See J1bn. n ) \k .,. '"·.' V 

unde.,r a ten yenr lease at a tok.l rent o:f ~ 70000 per yea:r-o Gibson erected 
f.'.. 

:Each stru.ctM?lrrontel 

omnon chimney, lo,:;ated in the ceni·,er at the1 j,mction,. served bst.h houses o 

:i.bson and his sister;; ~~ Vil~~inia Gibso,1p operated ?J cat:Lnc x1d drinking 

ousei, in t.ht;;e struetures: from lBhl to l8t6., On April. 7 ,1Eh6, thPy dolcl. their 

ash.11oJ.d and the:1..r ri.£.;hts to those 

Thompion named the st-ructureSthe 

buildi:q;s to Carey '.l'h10,1pson for $ 650., 
J!i§.-<w-

1! G,,,, l ·t ;rO'"t<' ~1: ., rid lt"' "''-'C't. JJ: ~- A •yc,-k,i,01"" ..__.,,l...\..,._ ,I >..J. L ~.)'<"..J {.:<, 1,_>1J\-::~ •"- I vi/' ,_,_jj....,. t.~":J t-ave::·n 

An advertiserii.ent of J'oseph TirHtain and hi:; IJ::.!.rtn(,r IJ.:ffb:.horn in ltl.1~' 

:i.ndic::ater-i thE~ natm·e of thcd.r b11Bines::,: 
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tt GLUL'l' HOUSE 

'l'he undorfiiGned havin;:, t:ll-::en pc,.ssession of the 11 C}2.ult Eou0e 11 :r :r..o::n" 
the Eail Rc:1d l'epot and :cenou-,Jt°;d tho sarre., ·1.re prer.iarer1 to 13ivo thfdr 
frj_c-ncls and the publ::i.c gc:nerc1lly,9 c:. cm·r1.ial wclc:rn::00 Tbcy he.Ve fitted 
up their Oyf;tl'n"' ::com in the r:,ost eonfort:.ble 1·:;11mc,r J' and 2,re ready to 
serve ey~;'l'l:l1S in :rny nannor suitecl to t}m tastca of the cmitoc:1m;s c, 

Their BAR. fa :mppJ.ied with the choic:o brar:d~, of I.IG:ums,. f,o tl"'.\,,:t:tbe 1:0:.·0 
f ""'ti"cl~('l'r< 1·ir:, ncte-~ea1 -~,..., cJ't'l.-1e-r J

0 r1 e'' 4u·1··,1rt or l1.T-i»l"J.
0 D(>' T1·1e-\r r~r-'S'"'t'>('<+1"l1]7·,,· <-·O . ..L.JJ,u,,.__,,._,(,.A. J . .1.Lu,J!J ... l _..,.u.. -u · ,.._J...1,-•-o& '""'v·.·""'· .. ,;~_,.--..,1.., ~~·v 

2.S!{ a C~•.ll :fron_l thf-~ tJ1:'_r.:;ty or lmn,~~!!'"/ oll ~ ,ij'J:_. . I; J f- J.:6t rt 
f;,s,,~/'f: t,-7 a& cs -t-".q, 4) J; ~¼~t-' c:...c.il..(;-L-ct ((. 'ii >-J«ki.. Ft;cJ.c..i t:,,..,~v t;.. ~J / ,v>;;{ vCt:---tc--rs .. 
,r/ Pro0,:1bly lJecause of itD favorable loca·':,ion by l.he Railroad 

q /so 1,I.; 'fn -t;.,1~'1. 1'tn-- c ".-
depot.I. andl\.adjocen..t to the«f?t~::!11111!~ to the Potor12.c: I!.:i.ver toll bridge,- the 

moder,t-Dized Gc:;.ult Hcm .. 110 °ri.loon rem':.in•)d j_n 1mf,:tr1ess f:ron:, JJ!1:1 to lf'/:'lo , 
r.,) ;-';:; - · I · ,- - {1 ·1 ,.;> • r ,? /? { I Ii / a,_.4J ( [ t--«.....,__ 1-c ,:-111 'fJ ;-o f_,.1.)---cG'v<-f..'(.2)1") -?'>--t;_:,,,e ./4;<---Cc--1. C <A!-'-t tl·r. u, 

On Febrnary 7 1 1862) Unj_:bn sold:i .. ers burned and c:csh0 031ed "Lhe G::rn.lt Houoc1 

St,,qtes Ho·l:-eJ., the Potor.-i::w"' Restaurant.,. &nd. n.11 o+,her structure::; 

I\ on tho 
' r 1t' },_ er . V,,1.g·ey, .,_ nr'Y"I"" heseY'~~,1+·1 On ,...,. ~ •• , 1 1\ -. V· v~-

util:i.zj __ ne these bu:i.ldir.gs as: co~1er4r ---

open their do01~s :1loY1[; High or ,;;c\Shi.ngton Street, which led to tlc.e 
ther1 

in Doih·m·., ar.d on to Cha.rloE, 

Tovn1. The f:i .. rst in this ser:ies wr.o Ha;y-.riEm 1s Tavorn,!) loe:ttecl i:1 illd[;., h'o,, 

on W2.r;er 1.ot He.,. :.5, subclivh:ion Lr (See lhy:,s 1 .1.:r:d 2)., J.,ec12inG the buildi1 :::; 

fron William Lncl-;:,uw at an .'.l.nnuD.l remt of C 325., Jame.:, H., E1y,nn kept a ta~re::'" 
??, ~.., 

Const~~ctod by A~d0rr~ 

in 1838-39 s DJidr; Ho., 15 was a 2'2 st0Y'"'J 07er-ful1·-,b[-1serrJent [1tone house and 

contained about 13 roo,13, exclusive of the kitcheY' wine.. 1:he n:E1in hm1se 

fronted about ?.L ±'eet on Eiigh St:::'flet [!nd ,ro..E; h0\2 for:t doop.. Th; or.r>=·-r,d ore= 
1Y!1ich 1~n 

half stor;y stone k:i :\t.chon 
~ 

w:i,.,6 .,1~h adjoined the m::d.n tavern at the !!fi::f1/r-,·-"··~ ~o:Jri-;, .. ..., ~ 

(re~~::.-) corner was ::.i.bout 1_1:5 foot cc1'J.r,re. ' 
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when 1-hrtin C'ir".Ce 1s '.r,iyorn opened :Us doors :iJ1 a bnild:i.r,[: located 

on \iacer 1 ot 1;0. 30 (See !hp 1-!o. 3 ). Grace purr·:1.l.·1 .sed the J.ot and 
21i. 

stru·Gtlu·c frol!J. Scu,mel Brei tenb·:i.i1c;11 for ~i l,.9 630 on October 9, 18h7 e­

n1oo 
Grewe 1s t~L;:,~r~1! whic:b11 c.'crvo:l as bis residence was opr;rated by his 

t.. .1J.U ._v /\ 

wife Ih.ry,. :>.'f-ri2:i.11ed in hu2iness .from 1Ch7 to :1.El:.~3.. Grace 1.s t[:vern 

was located :i...n a two-st0:ry ovor-fl1.l:!..-b,,scm"'nt brick building that 

r:tfli.101JJ'.'erl 25 1:;y 22 feet in sizo :-i.nc"i l,21: 11 woll fin:::.~,hed11 ,. (J-dditional 

found in Chapt8r VI of this s+,udy)., 

the Gault lieus e Saloon, 1-,~1:i.ch w~.s loc:fi·k:d down :1.r\ i:,he 11a;:;er Ferr:;- Lot 

Rese:bv,1 tion$. pnrcl1'.ised a l8ac::cho1d tc, vr.c<'nt \fa.co~ I.ot Ho. S5L on lT1.-,_l,r 

l,lfl1+7e(See ~t~IJ3 3~fnd £>; .. TlYt 55A, wh5°h front8c1. 2.bout 22 :"t .• ,tpr:;.rt=:f 
'A . 

feet on 

Hich Street ;:a:d FC.S a;iproxtr:.:itely ?8 feet '.loop,.. vr::i.s o,;med by- l~oah H~ Sw2.yw~ ~· 

who 
~ 

collecter't c.n annual gro1.mc1 rent of (i 20.,00 .for ··.1~se of the land .. 
lj 

In l f3) 7 48 r' · t ,. ' d 3L - + 1 . ' h + • • , 1. - Jl 'Con cons vrum,e_ .s. -2 0 ~,ory Jric,r , ouse con,Jaining seven or 

eight rcoms t,c,.·:r.;rn and residence,. 

(Addj_tfonnl inforrr«:'.tion on John .L Gibso::-i) ~hie ~rife, Lnn f~rnGlia, 

ancl their tavern will be fm.m('. in Chapter V of this report) .. 

On November 23, 1848, ,John A.. Gib::; on announced in the newspapP.r : 

12 unclers:!.[;ned lookinc to the con.fort of the citi.::0ns of darpors-Fcrry.~ and 
oss visitinG the pl:--.ce., he.s fj_tt£:d up an I'.!c'IT:G ILTSl:: :1.n tho most. c:omfortahlo 

~·k/., .br&lt.enbciug:!:1 h?.d purchc:.serl vn.c.ant vh:cgE>r Lot 1Jo., JO from Gerc:r<l B., vjag,,r 
on ,J-,mo 12.,1BL10 for ~i ),oox_ and ro nstru::.,ted tho brick house in the peri.o(l 
JJi/ll) -t·.rJ April J.el.JJ o 

·l..L.-. 
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11 ~ 11c [it:mte(~l style, '.Yl !Iich Stn,et$' next door to Mr. G., ~J. Cutshaw 1s, e a t.<'.:ilor who op0r2 tod a shop lo:;r. tocl on acljaC"ent Wa.eor i,ot No o 5h[) 9 
1-1iTere he w:i..11 servo to order !t 

OYST::I:S IN r;vEPY v~\:EI~CTY 
Eithr-ir fr:i_Pn., roHsted, or .Jte:-r.-::cl.-together wi.th every other nrtic:le in 

set.son.. rn.fl bar i::, bupplied uith the choicest k:i_nds of LI<UOHS., Ttw,;e wi0l•:Ln ·· 
to enjoy theraselYes in his line c~,.r1 do so in gre&t c0Xr.1fort,- as every effort 

·J1 b 1 t l t] It ('")"'.''lT l1CT'"''' 1" 11 t II 21-WJ_ . e usecA o ma ,;:e , 10 ~-IF- .. 1 • . 1:,,:,1\ i u~,;,,,~: an agree,:. 'J e res or ·., ;;; 

The fourth and 1a~1t of tho Eirh Street tavern 1f, was Beerly 1s 
ctc,i,J,,~- (':;~E' H::Df3.ll J,),g_,2.,-d 5) 

Tavern, 

1853 and 

loc::1t0c1 o~\h:,[;rc,r lot Ho., 56C., /\ At soP'e ck:te pr:hr to Febru::.ry 
p{'ck;c;~ obt2"ir18d 
1:;i.:-~"'"'~p.s about 18$0) Thomas Boerly ~=.:~=.:':£,!7'f~'1~~$'~~ '.l lease 

from the .-Gerard J. War;er [:;-state to Lot 56C and the house standing on ito 

This structure, bui.1,1 by Gerard B., ~fager s011:stiY::.c in the period period lfl42 

to 1850, wa;:, a three-sto:ry ::;tone r,,nd brick house~ The !rie.Jn house was four 

bays If or abo11t 30 feet i:7ide$' 17 feet deep at i.he south i:;nble end, ancl ]2 

feet deep at the north end.<> A tv10~,story, two~,br1,.y wirl.e stone wj_ng adjoined thR 

IT:' .in house er tho ne.:\.n ,~Jds 2.t t.he north end, o 

L'1 a Deed of Trust IDE:de in 1854 Thorr.as Dof'3:rly ~.ote-:1 ~rirJ.cet Boerly:, 
II 

his wife,i,, had been keepinG a 11 tavern boru'din0 house out of which from 

her excellent c.s.re ancl 12bor· considerable r:oney was n:iad911 and he put into 

trust II all the housello1cl stuff anc1 furnttu.J'P an'l bar and bar fixtures now 

in the dwelJ.ine house Qncl t:ivern on Hrugh Street where ~ ~'.i'.dd Boerly lives*. "'i: 

Boerly 1s Tavern remR.inecl in busji.yess _on Hi[~h Street frora ca o 1850 to 1D6lfl 

.,,. 
(Addj_tional information ol1 Thom:w o.ncl l:ridget Door1Jr anc1 their tavern will 

be found in Cn.r-'],ter Iv o:f.' th:ts :::,tnc',y)., 

Fro,:: 

?{: ~irr;ird.:r. ?ree P11 8f''.,'.:.-:,, Ho~.rembcr 23,JLl.18, p,,3,c<l<Jo 

2'b, Deed of Trust, ,Jul3r [l_, 18,5'h.,. JJer~d }:iook 34,pp 0 134=136., 

18 
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~"'!Ji, lots thf'.t fronted c:1 the YJ.'l.J'.'X"'(<i',,, alley that ~1cp8.:.rate Uar;cr property 

Shops 11 c1.r:d 11 mism·t·hle tipplir~ 3hopslf ~nh:i.ch c::i.tered to tho needs of the 

to ~rf,-- and fron 1rnr~-:::;; the::::-:: h1r keP.pe:ts had no need to advertise for 

WIY-·'4 
custorr:•::rs ,. hone e :r:1,: 1d ~J.f~ it very d:i fficult. to dPteririn,:; wr10 -~ oper:1 ting 

these s~tloons ancl. exactl:r whC'rP these structures were J_ocatedo 

wooden ta;,rerris a3 not only dutr:1.-111Emt'11 to 
tl1·:•ir 

work h~:1.:::its of 1:m'kr:1en, :sJ.t, hec2uso 

be wider,2d ~.:'1to a \-'Y'C':::.d i,trcet or firelar..e., 

then.orals and industrious 

The ;·Jager favci.ly w~villing 

in 1828 ; but the:::.r· o±:'fer was :c'ejectir:,i;:};.. by the C:rc1-'12.nce Departraent because 

k 
these officers bel:5.oved the price to far t00 h:Lgh., But th0 proble"11 

and ~ sulx-:oquent supc-::J.:irrtenc3m:t.:f 18n.tinued to urge the necessity 

cont.:i.nued. 

the land~ Fir.ally, on J·u.ly 2 9 lt336, Congress 
J;..._[iL) t'l., (: lt CA/ 

the one acre of lfa[/'?.r land,- ~. ~ ;,ras about two years too late. J2~es Bo 

Hager had b3cn declared b::.i.nkrupt; on October 10 ,1835',. the Jeffe1·son Colrnty 

Court had ~ the Ua~0.r fanily le-ml <'1.nc1. bu:Udingc d:bided into three eq_unl 

shqres.,. James D. lh:ger 's port:Lo11 pe.sseo out of his cont,rol,.. c:.nd he and th,-:, 

other two War;er heirs,. his brot}:<:::) Gerard B c \lager, o.n'1 his sister, ~arah Ann, 

the wife of Noah IL. Swc.:rne, were no longer able; to sell the one acre of lan~1 

as hnd f:t:bst been propo~rnci .• (See r~1p c, for .subdivision of Hager land)o 

JL9 
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to the hi~hest hidders. Thus sections in the o.c:re of land along the 

Armory Alley chc::.nged ownership ~\.t hiGh prices and t::.eir new owner::: 

yiroceeded to erect nuP10rous build:LnzsJi'which were locc::.ted. at both ends 

of their lots (vfo6er Lots l6 to 34) ( 0ee }'hp Ho. 
(7r... 

so as to front on the Armory Alle~r and/~ H:I.c;h 

ap:i)ropriated on ,July 2.,1836 could not begin to 

3 for thm, e buildings ) , 

~kJ 
Street o )the$ 56000 1· ., 
cover the incre.J.sed 

value of the l'lnd and iq)rovements made thereon, so th:,.t the U.S. land 

acquisitioYJ. proera:r:: was cl.ropped untiJ. 181.rh.. Durinr; t.his period, however.,. 

the, grog shops c1long the allo;t c~1tir11ed to function., T}H,ir loc.'.:t~.on is 
one. or n,ore of the 

not certain, but they r~,y h3.ve been located in t,~·w'.l~ies located 
0:1 ~ 

on Wager Lot ~:o. 31:.( ~ee H1p 3), or Iots 3lf\33 5 land Gontrolled or owned 

by 1.1artin Grace from Septer<iber 183 7 to October 18h 7 o 

In Decenber 181.+h., l1:'1.jor John Syriipg-l:.on,11 tho newl~r-2sppointt,( 
;te1)V'l)t~,,,\. 

Superintendent of the Harpers Ferry .\rr:ory, r::;vj~" the 1fand acquisition 

project. One and half ye2.rs later, on Au~'llst 8,18h6, Coneress c.pproprj_atc,1. 

~ sum of $ S0.,261 thd; '·Ta8 believed necessary to acquire this acre of 

land and other property to safeguard the Arr~ory.,, In the period Jane 1,JF:;Jr7 

to Aa:r 28.,18li9., the Unitr;d States GovernnPnt. snent a total of $ 27 ,481.,00 

qho 
to purchase portions of vfager Lots No. 15', cubdivsion 4 to Lot 3h anr~ the 

26 buildings st·i..ncling on this land; this wo.s the saT'le pro,erty that co1i_ld 
27 

have been v1rch2.sed for f:; S ,.000 in lf328. In 18h7-48 c:.n additional $ 9 ,.999 .:_: 
~ 

WJ.8t£.p1=mt by the United States to purcha~s title to ilar;er !,at 1Jo. 12 and 

the 12.rbc brick 1rnil::lj_ng ::+,andrlmg 0,1 it. 

2TJ., Snell,. Charle~, Wo, nTt8 11i1sk0.t Factory EuiJ.dinGs and Grounc1s,. Harpers 
Ferry Lrr:1ory,. 1B59-1...%0, 11 (lJ.P.So t;ypescrirt.ii d[lrrwi:·si Fcrr~.r national 

I1omunent.? Ji.~,ril 27 ,.1959) $ 29-31;: Al:::c :J'J.llivan, P.rt~rur L.,ll I;fatorj:c 
Buildinr; Site Sur,re:r ::i.el)ort for ~iagcr J,ot,;:-; :-.Jo., 17 to 3h,.#1 

1, ppol3-15'o 

2~ The Armory Gates Here s:Ltuat:}d bct,:cxi'~ ~;:,;:;er Iots ::off 12 and 
lJle Th0 1--,,i·lcl'11v, O>") Tot]? 7 ·felq r10 .... 1oli'c,hh-.\.''(J' ~,j /_x:rr17 ::i~p,M-',!~9 ~l'QYl f'pnr-n -· ~_;~ ·-"'-6 .i.. J ........ y_._ ... ..., \,~ ..... ... h 1,..,i;.;,,., '1.~ ..... -· ", ...... ,....,.,._ .. >Jd .......... ,, ... ..__ ........ __ 

;1ld ,,h M:C, 0 S''r>>-•ortPCl b-.:r b.,.,i· ,,]r p~ ''~"' :tri~Q:!!!!:., I\ 
-~ • J'- VV...,.,L) '--<-J1_,_I-. _.., cJ 20 '.I,. V4,.'"'- .....,.._, ... ~a 
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most of the buildings f:;'or,ting thP. Ar.rnory ./'.lley, inclu.dir::g, ~,pr[,rfin+,J.y, 

a 1l of the ear lier " r ,ro g Sh ops," thus enc' ing a f fr J'cz ard and a clrfoi<:In g 

/~ pro'?~l:"r.1 o Tl1e 

adding 25 feet to its ,rid.th, thus creating a nei:<T l:0-foot wide st:"cct. 

whicb was rw.1,:ed Potorn.:1c Street or l;orth Sli.ff St:reet,. (uoe .Hap No 0 4) 

Thr:, sole rcprese'2t'.7t~.ves j or repla cer:ients,- of the enrli~r 
~A,_.J8'l,i7 

krriory Alley dri~-:::Ln.6 houses' were and are Blclgs., lJo. 7 ( 1848) and 

Dldg. Ko .. 5 (1B56)o On H.ove,::ber 2,- 1047, Frederick A~ f..oecler, a b2..ker 
~[)tJ 

and owtmr of Blclc,. Ho. 16 and Hager :Loio 16 j'\ purchm, eel Lldt; o l;'o o 7 c:nd 

thr:! land. it occuniccl (Part of ~iarr:~:r 1 ct No. 15, subdi1/i~d_on 11)1\(see 
for loent::i_or.:. and. plP.n o-t Bldge 7'j 

1-hp Noe \~ for t 1,r.:no.. Dl~g. No. 7 at t.hc:.t tine ·w:1.G [~ one-sto~t ctonG 

warehou~,e with cellm:n that f:conted 2¥fer-,:l; r,Yi ",he A.~_'r:ory Llley and F<'.s 
Ln:~ory A11tJy 

a_,.,_,C"t Lcf'.,. fo.l:->.,·v~ rlcr:;p·- rr.;+i1 +l,E, c1e"t.,,.,·,., •. .;,..,,-, c+' ~li; .q.,/,f_.,"~7 .;,,"/1~,v,,• '.n""""',.'.--: ~~) l.,i.. , _ \..i ...... _.. _. Vi .J- UJ. V-.>. ., ..t. 0 .L. '-A.\J \.l.,.J,.,._ ..L 1,....,. ___ ,_ u~n ",._.,.1.. -~..l..<,.i.. I u• '"'t:,, .._._; ,, -· ...., 

opportunity., Bldg. no. 7 w&s locatad just aro11nd the corner i'ro:n the 

main gate of the .Arm.o~}-::-.d l'.ei:c e co·J.lcl be convenie!1tly reached by 

Arnory emp1o;,rees... Between 1P.h8 and 1852, 2..nd probably in lShS., r.ceder adc:cc: 

a second story and a half to his Blclgo 1;00 7 o This enlar:::;cd f,truct1.:re 

he leased out to an unknown tr..vern keepe!' (aE;ain because of the location 

tbe saloon keeper had nof";ef.>cl t0 c:•dvertj_se~which operated fror,1 about -1848 to lf\5,5 as 1t 4:,he D'l'.'1.d.::inz House known 2.s Hhite HalL11 



,£, 
for~ thfa purpo::,c the United Strites Govcr11:':nr:t ;111.rchased 25 foot, 

No. 2:, 31 o.nd 4, and all of Wager Lot No. 13, to;;ctr:cr with t.he 
29 

builcU110s ::;k.:r.cl:i_ng en these sections., for a to,?tal of $ 8:,972 .'JBl.2. 

Another $ 1,h66.,66 W&s also expended in l[l56 to purchase nest o.f 

W,:iger Lot }To. 17 and the structure~; on th'.:t lo.nd .. The acquirect b:1~ldin~c 

were demolished and the purcha::;en. land was 11,::.de into sb'eet! (.See 

}1apsI{o .. 2,. 3 and 5 ) 

Frederick A e Roeder cooperated with t-hti$ pro611·am by s ell5.r>G all 

of Wa.:;er Lot 17 and the alley portio:a,, a 2h :foot wide by 20 feet deep ccct:'.c 

of D1dgo lJo., 7., to the Ur-ited. States,- receivir..g O 1,700 for BldG• 7o 

Th A t d " l ' 1 d .,J,,,J.,LL • t ' . f "'] d 7 e .t'-l~norys. as no e 3 aemo :1.s.1e. ,.':',..-,...--J. ·s por-c,ion o l;. ,go , thus 

White Hall Tavern reduced from a 24 c;r Lo foot to c. 24 by 20 fo~r!:. builc!ir.;;< 

Dld6 .. 7 ~ in it s final for:;1,, !v:id five roorns ~ plus a cellar., 

Bldg., No. 5, Eoed0r 1s Store$' 24 feet wide and 20 ±:"eet deep, 

was constructed by Eoode::'.' in 1656 to re}_')lace the space lost :2.r.. the 

demolished portion of Bldge Ho. 7 e 'Located on the Fotor11ac Street e!1d of 

Lot 1Jo., 16, Blcg. 1;00 5 is a two-and one-hctlf story hd.ck and stone 

strucbcko J wi.th 

the r:tS.in build::i.ng 

'4.,~-7' 
T,T C" o/t"t ',.· i'lr r· ,r~.,.. ' ~J.. .l -~ .... 1:. iri-i't" tc',0 ..,to .. y blic .• v-,J.ng _c'z by 13 feev . ,-, au..,0 .... :-s.[; 

at t½e s 01.1thwest(re2..r) corner (see Hap No. 5). It had 

a total of sevc:1 :rooms when completed in 1856 2nd was desiGned for use 

as a wa·rehouse or tavern on the first floor and a::; a dwelliD[; on the 

upper floors. One or both of these two Roeder buildings were r,rob.:.bly 

used as tavcrn0Jcc1.-l:er:lr.e to Arr1ory vrnrb011Jdurini the 1856-1661 period, 

but the lack of any need to c.dvertise and the destruction of the r~ce,ler 

busiEess resords n.akes its iripcssfl"JJ.e "':.o deterr'line who the t,wer11 k'ceper,; 
just ll:.i'i 

were anrl when thnv 0ccuD:i.Pcl 
l'r " ~ 

Froc:r.x-i. 8 k A
O 

Hoecler /ill be f cnmd in Gh.'.lrter III of this study .. ) e 

29. 'l'he Tk1itnd St,'.'.,tel::,'b~~rit $ 7.,0,1 0 in 185h to purch;ise vJ~tgE'r 1ot lh. 11 

t i1c><·r, "t1·u,..+ 1 'rc-- ( 1· dcFLt1· on''' c'at~ on I ,.~; ~ 0 ,., ,_,L,·.. b o,- .t:.. 1._ __ ., (..,,..i,.. "- ,,_1,. • _ 

17 ::1nr1 +.hon r~r:;.">'"'.:('" 7; r,!hc..:i.'4 +.ht.:1 1 !"J-4('f0 ,-,.("')--.,'1'r''~i':>"t ... ..; .-~n 7 1-,,,..; 7 ,1-~ "'"'' ....... ...,.. 4--\.-,.,.~ , r .... rl ,.. .. ,..., .!-,';. ... ,.!. 



rqrt, nmc.~ 
\..Jllt,.,. ~J.1....1 

Noo 

C or·rc LUL) IOI i:.~ !; 

I, which follows, 
a) 

irn1:Lc2.tes thRt 
A 

from 178?. to 1830 there was one hotel or tavern, ;::wide from 

the sr~1.ll Grog Shopo catering to Arr,10ry workmen, functioning at 

22 

all ti:rle s:in 

and railroad 

Harpers 
with 

and/\the 

Forry,;-~) that with the commng o.f staee coach, canal, 

breakup of the ',lager farn.ily land monopoly.,. eight hotel:.:;., 

inns and taverns were operating in Harpers Ferry during the decade of the 

1830's,&),that the ~4) functioning hotels and taverns llicreased to 

nine in the 1840 1s and, feJ.1 again to eigh';;, during tho decade of the 
lOrv{ ~ ( s,-),,.q,J-~~ v-/.12-<-><-A'.~4<:u..Q¾~/.)o --t-1" 

1ssors,. ~~ six tave:cns 'l-..il!Bl!a. in bu:=;iness during any single 

year from 1850 to 1861c 

S Ch t Ho IT } . 1 lco fol7 " n·~("S'' .I,. j_.t:;;t-~~d.r-onn1" "'e UI'h':lary ar h " .,_., W,llC1 a CJ ..... o,~s,,,.,_ ,c0T1l.lS -;,;:i.::."B'.~.,;,.,. V ~ 

and 
information on the locations ofJ\Yarious names of the taverns; their years 

of oporR tion, the nG.mes of thG land 0wners s nd mv..:·'.ers of the bnilrlines; 

and the names of some 38 pAople who kept taverna in Harpers :rer17 i'rom 

1782 to 1862., A study of the lint of tavern keepers sw;gests that th:l.s was 

an excellent way for yom1frsons to accumulate capital • A number of the 

inn keepero ,, apparently utilizing :r1one~r rr>1tde in this trc:,c~e,. be caw" people of 

means and property iiii+lfi:i~~ the~.r own right after 1836)when 

the Wager family lnnd~J in 1iarperc Ferry began to disinte;_;rateo 

-Ho Po flo/ Q 

22 



Eo~pers Ferry Hotel 

Stephenson. •s.(3lg.l.l5') 

Glc"'oe fun (1832-35) 

!Jr:.ticnc.l Hot8l(Lot 5 

•r- • • •; • (• 0) v2r6inia .r,.o:J..fle ~•., 

·.r..;7,,onts r.ro+al(T,o~ 1-: ,-.; _:..,_...:..,.,._• lr" · ~.J. ,.;...., J..,, V _._.,.. 

U.8.Hotel(Lot 6,7,8) 

.. , 
·CIL"ul.T ~-'Tl 

.L\V • 

0 8 0 0 0 b 0 C'\ rl N I'\ 

~ 
Li\ C'- ~ co cc co a:, ri rl r-! ri rl 

.A~----1-------1-~ . C,Jager Far.lily) 

(1802-38) 

(1830-37) 

--- --------- ~ !11---------------1----------------"'il· , (V'lager Fami. y) 

------------ ~----------- f""'---------- ------·---- 1 ( ~c1 11 .. 3. L:lnc:. D 

----------- ------------· ,..., ____________________ ... __________ .... J.:..-, ---.1.J1 ( en ;. S c fond) 

(1834-1-i.6 )..::. ___ --= =-=-...... -~---· 1-----~----.... · 

I 

t;, 
,-..., 
~, 
>--' 

17 P-~R 6'-') ------------- ·----------­\--v_ \....'- f- -·-·· ·-·- --- :!iJm-r--------+---------1-~! 

(1833-43) 

(1839-62) 

I""...., _________ _ ----------- ---------------------- ---·-·----->!1:'ii'.-t---ll• · 
' 

(Gerard B. lager)------ ---------- ----------- ---------- l-:1-------+-------+--

(1839~1-il) ------------ i..------------· ·---··-------- -~------------ ·-------·--·· · HH 

(18h1-62) 

Grace 1s Tavern(Lot 3C) (18h 7-53) 

.. ----------- ------------· -----..... ___ ,..,_ -___________ ., ..... --. _____ _,,_ 

--------- _.. ><"----·------- ---------------------- ------------~------ :i'---+---rf. 

(18lt8-56) ----------- ----------- ,__,.._ ... ___ .... __________________ ·--------·-- .,.._ _______ ..,. :-------<t 

fihite Eall(Bl,ig0 7) (1848-55) - _________ ..... -------- - ..... --. - ~----------- --------- -o!,..------1,• 

------------ .. ____________ ----------·- ... _______________________ ·---------- • ,.. 

;;C·"?or ':-1-n (-P1dg r;.,\ ........ --s..._. .... d\t O .... ,.J.. · c, .,,. (18!:'.6-61?'; ---------- ------·-----· ----------- ----------- ----------------·-------"------ • .., .11---~·, 

l 1 1 l 1 ·8 9 8 



l ~ 1·;::.c:;ez, Lot BlcJ.J""' !J8.i71e of Dates I C~·ner cf I Owner of ( T 'Iave::".1 1 Street 
l ___ l_:_o_ .. ____ t-_1_·Trr ___ .t ____ T_2._v_e_r_n ____ +-e ___ o_f __ O.._·p_e_r_a_t_i_o_n-+_' __ L_3,_r_ia_-, _____ , _,,,, ____ :c_,,__,i_·~_._c\_i~AG ....... ___________ Y~_, __ e""p_e_r_. -+/------

lo l ;/1 ~· 
~tone 

2 C> 15,sub-
divisions. flf0 1 -

1,2.,3,4 

3 U Q To+ )., c' ! <> , 9..; .. .U V t<.:> 
1:00 1, 

Shenandoo.h S-1,; o 

4 o U Gs .Blocl:: .... 
C, Lot ~Noo 
l. D1 r1~ lTC ".'.\; 

,. .). .. ,.! .,_-....... o o J., i <> ,..,,,:.J' 

S11enar.d.cc.l1 Str8et > 

}Ic'L".'pers Ferry 1782-lD0J John \lager Sr .. , 
Tavern . " J' ,r -

12\; ·~ over b2.s, r,11:mt, 6 rooras • 
tc onn Nager "[r.,. 

John Wager, Sr. 
& Jir. 

11:mris{ ?) 
1785 

Public 
Walk 

Ferrv 
1iotel 

Large~ 22· rooms, 
fra;r,,e building.,. 

~ 
Stenhenson 'Is 
"ii,, ~y p.,,,..., 1,·s· + nge 

.... '-'· ~ ..... .i.. J..~ v._,.,. 
~ ... .,. 4- ., -
er. .t10ve~ 

Ji.803 - 1838 

180J-1Rl4 

w 1::Jger F£'..n..i.1J: 
:::ath<>rine (W iG.c r),, 

V'lager Family 

~'l\HC.SL .. .,.Gero.re: 3,. and Sarah 
f!. r1~ T f., rte-., r,n, f] ld:ren oi.'): 

·""".1. .J..,.. ,~ '-'-U ... .,~.,, .... -

0ct.18JJ.J.-0ct,.1817 ------------- -~---------------

Hov,. 1817-M3.rch 1823 ··--------

? 

Shenandoah 
St .. a.t High 
St. 

Basil Hilliamson 

Willi= Gr a ham r 
l-'.k.jor James I 
St::i:;_:,henson 

April 1824-A.pril 1830·---------

1830-1834------f----------- ----------------- --- Captain 1-briwether 
T~OriipSOU [ 

1835-11:i.rch 31,l8.38(Hot~l femolisheu~Anril, Ni'i'blas and Isabella 
J:.t38, e ---,--------------·---;,. Fit.:::;:L:'::n.OI:.3o l 

Globe TIJN April lB32= 1-'Is.rch 31., Willia,,";l Gr-aham 
J:~t.2.te 

Joh:1 FitzsL'iE'.ons Shenar..doa 
St • ., ~-rest si 
of tc,m. 2:i,~ stcry ,bricko 

- 1835 

I 



v'l agerli LO't ,; 
i,o .. 

5., Noo5 

b..LO.go 

Ne .. Name of 'l';:;,. vern 

National H:otel. 

National Hotel .. 
I 

.ua-i;,es oi 

Opera-tioh 

The Virginia House Jan.,181-1-2-July 1843 

O.i.. 

land Bu.i.ldinG 
Ho3.h H.Swayr,_8 Sc1rruel 

Gibson 

ii ll 11 

n !l II William Je 
Steph.en.s 

Keeper 

Samuel Gibson 

ri,[ illiam Gorrell 

( 3
½ . . 

1 
\ The Vi.1'.'gin:.i.a House 

_ stor3 , oricKo_ 
,July 13L.3-J~ir ch n n n 
L%.6 (:Clog, destrO"'Jec 

n n 

6. No.9 

i 

The Virginia Hause 

The Virg:1-nia House 
Hotel. -:~ 

1838-1862 

April 1838- lnrch 

1%5 --------

Samuel Gibson 
1 r-:ir, - F l!·t.A 
--'-,,J\....,,:,,,,oJ ... 7J:~ 

Samuel 
Gibson 

Eli Ho Cc.~ell 

Western Exchange 
Hotel 

April 18h.5-
August 1550 -- 1'fo.rgu14 c:/c 

Gibson. 
- - ~---------- ll:li H .. Carrell 

Weste:rn Exchange 
1:Iotsl -?~ 

1 Carrell 's Rot0l 

: pl' t\.,.J· c:' ;:;- - '+"~.,·.~·r<''"?", 
03111:;2.:. ·JJ_os or 
2.8!.1.5-58 .. 

B fc Oo l1o.i.~o 
,pril 1856-l-b.rch- - 1857-62 

1857 

Lpril lFl.57-
Ap::>il 185:iv 

Po~om.2.c R.e.c;t.:-:12_.rant,,0 I fay 1859- 1862., 
B~ilding destroyed F(bruo.ry 7,1862g 

-~-r- ..!.. .,., ..,, 
·-.l.i;,i•'v'.lrgarev v3...."T8J...1.. 

(,fidow)" 
B o& o O oTI. ._H .• 
1857-620 - .... Hr-so I:argaret 

Carrell 

·->- ?(oper2..ted by 
B & Oo R,,:1.., ) 

- J., B o Br m,'TI 

Street 
'da.ger Ferry 

Lot 

n It 

II 

II !I 

Potor.:ac 

rl a{;e:..-1 
- ... LO•J 

11 

Potomac St., 

* :Jcstern Exchar ... ge Hotel oper:1t.ed jcbti;:;:f --;.,..:l..t,h t:1.e Lfnitj8d States Hot· 1 on Hager Iota 
of 8.,, fro~ June ldi2 to 1%1.rr:h J.8t5 arc l &g.'.lin fror.1 April 18 .5.0 tt l'hrch 13 56 by 

t,li H· 0 - .,.. -J l ~ ,.., h . ~ -· . f' l"' = i~ t ,., ., l 

6 $? c.r,d. part 

r, _ o vcU re ___ 2J.1,1 ·_,::, wl .. e) .ar 1:.,- u. e 1.,arre.i. o 



Jager lot 
~o .. 

Lot -,,-
• ->1..; 

S cl· ots 6 sr 7:, 
8.Dd part cf 
Be-

Bldg., 
No .. 

-

f 
Stovrir b,,..1· r 1.-) 

.I.. ,J , - ' ~}.. 

!:~a...ile of Tc.vern 

?it'.~ ::J1r:1or; 1s 1~otel 

Fitzsimmons 1Hotei - -

Dates of 
Operation 

July lti38-~-,April 
1P10 ---~,.,._,/ 

.......... ___ ,.~-:, -i ....,.._ 

0.mer of 
Land' l O,mer of 

Building 
Tavern 
Y.eeper 

Virs o Is.'..lbella 
Fit7·,5 ir:rr!OY18 

Street 

Harpers Ferry lfo-:;el- -:·hy 1839-J~n .. lSl.+~- ? 

st, at 
Arrr,ory 

AJ.le:,"• 

Thor-1pso~ 's Hotel- - -

Unitec StRtes Hotel 

United States Hotel 

~nited States Hbt81 

United States Hotel 

United States Hotel 

Wager_ House HDtel 

Wager House Hotel 

Dec,,18L.O- 1841 
. ----- ~--------·- .. ·------- ~-- .. ------------ 1,i illiam Clar kt 

June 18Li2-,JnnP. 1843 _______________ _ 

1839-lc.l62 Ge:r~c1.rc1 B o 

Wo.r:;er(J.836-62) 
Jarnes Foley 
(1836-lfi~3) $ 

lB39-Nov,., -- ~To~1 h H., &,,,:rvne 
(lot C-lfl36-L6) 

Gera.rd-B" 

'dilliam H. 
Thompson 

! - -, T 
;1 ager c.: ... ames 
Foley 

to 18ldo 
- - -Ja:nes F ole-.:r 

;lager Fe:-: 
Lo~ 

Nov .,J..841-,Jur.e 1.842 

U-0 rP.,.,c Bo 
'vlager, 18L.J .... 
le62 o· ------·- - h:u_rne!' A,, i1ilt 0no 

kJohn J., Abell , 

J'J.n9 181~2-Vi'U'ch ) 
le//.5, (in ccnj1.,.ncti, n with Lot 9 -· 

IioteJ_) 
,John Bates !April le)L)-1\Jrch 

/~ 1850 -----------------v -·-"'""'""""""-~--............... ___ ~·Ic.ger 

J~pril lf15Q}w!'arch 
1856 (in ju.I1etion '" ith Lot- 9 Hote~ 

April JiB,56-f·hrch 
1857 

........ ..,,.,... ____________________________ ..,... 

Eli H., & 

"'.tiillj_am J .. 
I·hJC:rell 

---··------ ---· --------------9 J .,P,..A. c Entler 

PotorrrS.c 
S:,reet. 



,Jager Lot Bldg. ~fame of Ta.vern Dates of O.v·ner of Oimer of Tavern 
F No.. Operation rand Building Keeper Street _.~_o., ____ -l_:~~-l-----------+-.:J::::.::::.:..::.:::::.::.:.:.. ____ +-~:::;;;_:,_ ___ + __ ..;:...:.:;;::::;,:.;=.lal....r--..;...""------j------

U:ioio-::- South 
:;cf' 1,,, .. 7• r.,., is oc::+-f V,.;,.. ~ - .. ~J!.l,,,__. ,J"r 

eI' & Potcrrt'.?.'.' 
R oR o Tr8 ct:s 

11\ 
I 

fj .. i~Oo :I-5':;, 
sub di v:i.s ion 

r;o., 4 .. 

110 Lot 30: 

15 

Ga:.Llt, Ho-u.ce _ 

( tave:::·n ,".c. e&ting ' 
house.,, 2 stor-y-., 
frm:1e),. 

Gerard B. 
Wagcr,1840-62 

Tohn A., Gibson 
1840-46 .. 

Wager Fe1 
l.ot 

Dr::..r.k:ing & EatingH l84l-i%.rch 1846 --· --·--·---- --·---
ous1: 

Gault House 

Ga1,.,J_ t, Hous e 

Gault House 

Gault House 

Gault House 

Carr::y Ttonpsor 

Jan.1849-lfi.5'0 ------------------- --------------- Joseph Britta:: n 
& Hartshorn 

1851 - 1855------··- ·---------------- ·------·-------- Jacob Brown & 

1856-57------------

s'UY 1857-1862-------~ ------··--------

John F., Smith 

------·-------- George W, 
C;:1;'J:riters 

(Eu:..ldinG d8strozed Fch _'_:.:_R_r-...,~'-r_7""$'_l_e_6_2_) ____ t----b-----1----------1---------

,,. 
( 2;2 story over bas8111.ent , .. -

Se")t41lf'39- :arch 1lilliam. 
31.,18hl ~ Anderron 

stone<) ca. J.::3 root::~ 

Grace 1s Tavern & 
ji/;----

Oct .,lc,4 7- J.8 Sj 
. ' res1c1ence (2 story 0 1; 3r basement, ·brick)" 

William 
Anderson 

~Tames HI/I 
Hay::ra.n 

.·/t~rtin and 
·n:ry Grace 

P.l:itor£.c 
Stre.st 

High 
Street. 

Street 

John Ao 
G5.bson 

Johc.. Ao 
Gil.Json 

::ir::h 
c+v-.c,;n.J:'" 
1..Jv.t..1-,,_..J 



1 

;; ager lot Bldg.,, Name of Tavern Dates of 0.mer of O,mer of Tavern 
Street No., No., Operation To.nd: Building Keeper -----i---,;:....:....::...._-1-------------+-........ ---------+--------,i-----------"--r---------t-----

13 .. Lot 15-
subdi vision 
::co- 4 

7 White Hall Tavern 

White Hall Tavern 

l 8)} 6 ~ -1 r s~5 rrederick A .. F-red'3rick Ao 
Roeder Roedf,r ? 

ca ,.1857-61 ---·--··--· ···· ----·-------------· ...... ---~----------- --- ? 

_______ ....... 5 __ r_o_o_r_n~_" __ (-'-_2_! 2_: _s_t_o_ry~......,-"..__s_t_.o_n_e....,;_)_o_-+-_,(:,_I'_,,,i-r'--:u_· -r,_'--_lc_in___,12:..,-__ H ____ ou~ {lfarehous e & en,:- r ll ... i
0
•• ""n""r:· ... : )------+----------+-------

I5o Lot 16. ·5 

Boerlv's Tavern . ., 
( ~-~0 r~ ~ 'r,n~ra1inry v ........ ~....., .-.,1, G,.. . '--·(', -.-..tS 

· or- 11 3 s-'-ori "'"' D U.,. C/ \ IJ •• v;::,$ 

brick and otoY:te),. 

ca.,1850-6i Gc1·c1.rd B" 
t:ager 

T::.1r,:,r~ llJ, 1856-61 C.;o,,,, Frederick A0 

(2~2 story,- brick & Roeder 
sto::ie) .. 

(Dr:LnkinE House) (v-!arE house and dwelling) 
7 rooms·<> 

uerard. B,. 
Wager 

Frederick Ao 
Roeclcr 

.b.,.,.; C' ae-'- & 
.,,_ -- '"L V 

Tl-::0:rr.2.s 
:Soerly 

? 
? 

.i..rrr_ory 
.~11Ey­
'otcr:1ac 

Street. 

--------1------1t----------------11-------------+---------+·---------;---------i----'===-
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B·TilJ_,QGRAPBY }i'CR TAV;_:,'f'.H BUIIDIIJGS Il'J HARPI;H;l FE~X.Y , 
· 1782:.lT'.o 

Harpnrs Tavern: SneJ.1, Charles h'. ~ 11 Hist0ric BuiJ.ding 1.1.oport,. Part IIj' 
78"~'i:j_'1103: - I-I::i_storical Data Section~ for Bldr; .. No,. 1A 9 '111,e :I,1rper House/' 
ldg., 1A) (N .P .s .ty1iescript, ii3.1'.'pers FerrJ>r National 1-:onu1;.ent, April 13, 

1959)., 38 p2.ges .. 

H-arr:1ers I"crrv Hotel., 
lBOJ~_,....,_...,S_nelt, Cb1rles W "'' 11 Historic Du:i.lcl:Lng Eeport, Part I, Historical 

Data Sectj_on for BuilriY',gs lJo., 10 and lQ[i.,. The John C., 
UnseJ.lfl.l 11ui1dj_nco ,1' (H .Y .s ., t;vpes c1·ipt .ii Harpers Ferry Ha tionP.l 
Monument., 113.y 2 G, 1958 ) ~ 7-'12 ., 

M,tj or Stephenson's 
ot.~.a~{§~~~e Coc:~chlnn), 
830-1837 Snell, Ch2.rles w., 11 Hiid·,oric Building Report.I" Part II Historiccd 
(Bldg., 45) Data beet.ion,, 1\1iJ.dings N·o. h5 and 45A, __ The John G., 11ilson 

Bul.
0 ld1.• '1'""' n (F "P C' t,moscr·'t D+ J;l;.;""'1~ers l",-,rry lla~·1.· 0D 0•l 

Globe. IJ:-,..n 2 1832-
~"')?. 
~ 

... l>":.: j A J e.;. e0 o ,/ .£ ... ,.__. ,,..., ~ -1 v :,· ~• .. ;,. 1 ; ......., ... \ V C"-<. 

Honument.1, Febr .. w.ry 27, 19.59) .i> pp., 1.6-26 .. 

Snell, Charles W.,, 11 Historical 1-teGeD.rcth heport: History of Lo-'::':: 
No., 1 to 1..1,. B-lock C 9 Shenandac:.h Street-" 1796 ... 1065 ,-11 

(;:;- .? • S ... 
typescript, Harpers Ferry National Nomrnent.,, JanUc.,_ry 23,1959), 
pp, .. 15-?7 o 

Snell, Charles H ", 11 Historic }Ju:iJ,riing ,Si-Ls Eh1t\0cy Peport f c-,· 
the ;,J:Llliam J., :3tepn.e~s; • Buildinf~, v:a[;eir- Lot Ho., 5 ~ The 

Ferr-<J Lot Studies 0 eries_,,11 (E .,P .. S,. typescript, 1Ia:>1'Jers i<'erry 
National H.onuments, revised Octob-sr 3.,,1953) ,- 45 PPo 

Potor:ac Restaurant_,. 
WJ-1862 : ~~ Snell3C}w.rles W.,, "Historic Building Site Survey Report for 

Wager Lot No .. 9, The Potcr.i.ac Hest:n:rant o:r Western Bxch2r-:.l;'" 
Hotel,- and the Stone House.ll' Fe:::-ry Lot Stud~ ~er:i.es,-11 (rJ.P~S .. 
Typescript., Harpers Ferry National 11onument,, ,;;eptember )j-1995; .. 

26 PP• 

Fitzsirn:crnrn!s H-o~,h 
L83B-18!~3 : Snell, Charles W .,, 11 Historic&l Study of Hager Lot !Jo., 13, 

1837-1856.t Wager Six Acre J.~eservat~_cn Study i:>eries.,.11 

(N .P .s ~ typescrj_pt, Harpers 1' erry National ;'bnurfl.P.nt, 
September 25,, 1958), 23 ppo 

Jnited States: Hotel., 
.i39-11Jb2: Snell, Charles vl .,, uHistoric 13uilding Sit,e Survey Report 

Hayman 1s Tavern,-
Iff:'is}:1t1Ll : • 
Bldg., Noo 15,) 

for 1lager Lots No., 6, 7, anrl. Part of 8.,, The 'llar;er Hom:e or 
United States Hotel.9 \:ager Ferry I-ot .':itucly .:Jerj_es .,1' (rJ .P .s., 
typesc::-ipt,. Harpers 1''e:rry Natiorml l1ornment., August 7,1958)~ 
39 pp. 

Snell_, CharlAs 1,-l. ,.11 H:i.storic B"'.lj_lding .t.terort ;I\1.rt II Historical 
Data .:.,ection for EJ.dG• l!o., 15, The StJ.san Downey House,.n 

(tJ. P. ~:,; o types cr:i_pt ~ lfa!"'pers Ferry National Monument, 
i'brch 27, 1f)59), .Po 9., 



BIBLOilLU~'lHY __ XQi~ T!,VInJ.r IlUILDIIJU,'] nr HAREJ::3 F 1T.~'.Y 
(Ccuticrucd) 

Sn.el}.$' Charles W.,,_ "Historic Duildinr, Site Su.rveyheport for 
trw Tot South of -t;he WincJ-iestor_ ,and Potor.1~te'. Railroc1.d 'l'racks, 

The Gault HousP Saloon., . .lacer 1'erry Lot u-tudy s'eries, 11 

(N .,P .so Ty~sc~:>ipt., d.arpers Ferry National l-brmment.,. hevised 
October 7 ,1958) ,. 20 PP• 

Sulliv;:;n_,,A!·thur L ... ., 11 lHstoric Building Site Survey Report 
for Wae;er Lots Hoo, 17 to 31.i,, 1782-1[:69, Wager Six Acre 
I~eservation Stucly .:>eriP-s,'! (H .. PeS. typesc:i:'jpt, Harpers 
}erry National lbnur1ent, revised Hc::.y 15, 1959)., pp.79-80 .. 

House.,. 
Snell, Chci.rles 1d ", 11 Historic Building Survey h.eport for Wager 

Lot lJo., 55, High Street: The m.lla.ry Allison and 

::cler 's Tevern;t, 
s:=rss1: 
1ldg. 110 .. 5;) 

fo gP-r lo-q; 36 j 
and li.O: 

, Wo..ger fot 47)'.. 
Bldgo Ifo.., L~3: 

John A., Gibson Lots,11 (LP.Setypescript., Harpers Ferry 
lfational Homi.ment.,. July 31,]~958)., llJ pp o 

Snell, CharJ.c,s W "..? 11 Historic Builiing Report Jr P2.rt II 
Historico.l JJata ,:ject:Lon for building Hoo 7, White 
Hall/' (n .PeS. tYf)escri:rt,- Har::,ers ferry National 
t1onurr:ent, 11arch 30., 1959 ), 21 pages. 

Snell., Charles W o,u Historic: BuD.ctir:.g Site Survey heport for 
Wager lot, Ho., 56- High StreetJ> The John Hhip,. ,Tohn 
HcCall, and Tho:rnas Beerly Lots.,11 (1~ oP.S. typescript, 
Harpers I<'erry National l'·bmunent., Au.eust 1,1958) .,. 18 pp" 

Snell.11 Charles tl.,, 11 Historic B,:1,ilding Report:, P.s.rt II. Historico.::1. 
Data uection fer Blclgo l';'o., 5 fi Frederick Ao 1··oeder •s 
Store_,,n (N.P.s. typescript, 1arpers Berry National. 
11.'Jrmment,. I-b.rch 31,1959).,. 13 PPc 

OTHER 

Su1lrn.van.,, Arth1.:r L.,., 11 Historic Build:> ng Site Survey Report for 
Histor;;r of Wa[;e:'.' Lots !Jo.,. 35 +.o li3,. 1781-1865," 
(IJ_. P .3 • types cri~t t Harpers Ferry lk. tional 1bmrr.1ent, 

qF0bruary ?h,-1959 J 19 PP<> 

Snell.,. Charlef: 1,;.,_/'liistoric BujJ_dj_ng Report, Part I and II 
Historical D:i.ta Section for Building Ho., li3.,, The Hc:Cc1l1e­
l-nrr,,.ion Buildir..g,.11 (!~.P.S. t:,rpescript,. Harpers Ferry lfa.tional 
I1onu.::1ent9' July 9,1958), 22 pp. 

, u.s .Muskd, rc1ctory :r/Ei 
c.\, I <i "";) 1t::t {'c.Yfu.r(.4.- c 

i. . 
Snell.,,Charles W o ,.

11 errnrach Ileport: The I-hskct Factory 
Luilcling and Grounds,. Harpers Ferry Arnicry, JJl59-J.86-J:; 11 

(N .F.S. '.J:y;,escrirt, lhrpers Forry ![ational ;Jorn.:menl;.? 
April ?.?,,Is;59_,. 81+ pa~flr,o 

l~lvd 
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l o ,, " 

20., 

21'.o 

0-eneral: 

Snell., 

Snell., 

Business IEd,ory ard Ecor:lo:;1ic Devolopne!'lt. i 
·-------------------
Charles W., 11 Tte Dusiness Enterprises and CoPrrnerical Devoplement 

o:f Harper 1s Ferry lower Tqtm Area,, lt10J-1861k'/dt.1-¢1 (1! .P.S. 
typescript, Denver Service 0 enter., Colorado, April 91 1973), 
197 plans,. 10 photos, ~- maps 9 12 charts& 

Chc:irles W .,..,,u A Compendim:1 o,f the Commerical and Ind:istrial Adverti~mr.:! 
of the Business and l'~mifactoring Jlictablislv:1Pnts of 11arpers 
Ferry and the :pland of Virginius..,,1824-1861,11 (N .? .s. typescr:Lpt, 

Denver Service Genter, fi.olorado., April.,1973), 241 PPo 

Harpers Fer:sy in the Ci,.ril ~far.,1861-62: 

Snell_, Charlesv!.,>, H'J.'he Fortification at Ifa.1'.'pers F'errys Veo, in 1861 
arnd ~fackson 1s J'.tk.ck ~hy _,1862 / 1 (r;· oP .S. t~rpescript., 

Hnrpor:3 ferry lfr:.tional ,·!{)nur-:.ent, Febr·c1.ary 9,1960)Jl11+ f'P@ 
(Ph;rsical M.story of town). 

22.. Sullivan.,, Arthur L<>,· 11 Ihrr;ers Ferrys- April lf\-Decerriber 3ljl861.:,: A Casual 
of Wnr, 11 (rJ.P.S. Typescript,, '.ht"per~J Ferry National 
Honu.m,;mt, Feb., l7 ,196()), 118 ;'p .. ExcolJ.ent. miT:rat:n.v.3 
histor-y£ c:.c1d we11 illt1.::::tratecl.,. 

23c- Sullivan Arthur/ L.,~ nnarpers Ferry in the Civil War- J_[l62:/ (1:.P.S. 
"½t Typsscript, H:i.rpers Ferry E~Jtfonal l:Or'ument,ll:' ,.h:.:1e. 28;;, 

1961),, ~57 PP• Dxccllent r~a.:Tative his+,cry mci weU 
illustrn..te~. 

f!l:,04 
/'/J/.,

0 
. Published H orks, Pri1c.;\ fJ011-rce ~ ~ 

The Vj_rt;inh Free Press., Charles Town,. Vfrcinta'" 18?1:-1861- a w.eer.:1:;r 
newsp,:1x,r., (' 1 t f"l . u ,., ,,···]) -,. f'" ,_ vCr:p e ,e ... l es 1n "18.rrr,rs Ji erry ,,.~i • .;.iJ_r;ro_J_.J.Jr1 

collectj_on"' 

Harpers Ferry Con~tiJ~:~na.];~,!.L 18}.2., .. ~arperG Fer!"J_,.Va~- weekly newspa!:>S:,., 
cor.1j!:l.et8 i':Cte of. ir1 1w.rpcrs .::' n:!.~ry l:;Hf .·.1.crof:I.J111 Collection,. 



2 7 o Deed Doo\:s., 

i'(1_to1~j_ctl .. ~ 

County 
Jofferr,on Sm.:nty Grn,rt., Sourtl:011.se., 
C~o.rles 1~,c1~rn3 ~~r.- .,.-r~Q 

2C., Will Boo1"fi; J2 1'fcn1on C,rnrty Court., County Cuu:cthouse,r 
Cl'1tn.'tJ.c:.' To~rn- ~l1- \T!:1 -

hecordn of the U.,,S.., Court of Clain:s.,. 
Claim Filo l~o .. CJ=- D.CJ~redcri0k Ae- Roeder,, 

Co,1,-,00 ,:s·:.::,,i onal Jurisdiction ""G.,_ ......... _#~-

JOB 

1/. Globe II,..11,. Uouse Ho .. 3,. 
Block c, J,ot lTShenm doah 
Street: 

lUf-99 (1B92-96); HF- 7B (1866) 

5: The _Gault lfOU_fie_Sal?Oll) HF-Hr-66 and HF-451(1859); IIF- L.6,. h 7., 
Lot South of W .&.P. · 24.0, and h50(l861), HF-349(1861). 
R.R. Track 

861 

C, Y.njor Stephenson 1s IIoteJ..; 
Bldg. Noo 45 ••••••••.•••.• HF-249(1857) ,- IIF-361(1865).,. !IF-68(l87~-73), 
U.S. Lot]. HF..J.i46(ca. 1884), HF-82(1889)., aF-99(1892-96). 

7, }:/Iarpx;r Hause Tavern1 
Bldgo lAr? Lot 45,. 

&' John G. Wilson Hotel 
Bldg. on Lot 13, 
183B-5601 

9. Thomas Boerly 1s Taw•..rn.,, 
Wager Lot 56c, 
High Street 

I.O. T"hrtin Grace ts; Tavern 
Wager Lot 30,High Street 

U John A. Gibson's Green 
House, Lot 55.t.,, High 

Street,. 

IW-21(1803-06) ,.IIF-22 (1835-39),. HF-61.i.(185'9)., 
F.F-46 and HF'..l-61(1861)., IIF-236(1862). 
HF- 55 (186.5). 

no ltnCT,m view of bld~., which was 
demolished in 18560 

HF-3J(ca..,l870-73); 1IF-79( 1880).,, 
IlF-99,1B92-96, HF-96(1896).,, HF-283(1Gl~J' 

HF-67a). . ' 1 

HF-492(1861)~ HF-96(].896.). 

HF-~(1859), llF-49(1861)_, HF-61,8(1882), 
HF-,87( (1882), HF-79(1880). HF-09(1892-06) 

HF-92 1896). ' ' / ' 
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f"-'rson1:;.l paper~: 

tho far:i.ily Bible of T,-)',.,dcri;.;k Ao Roisder., tha owner and builder of extant 

Ihrpers I'c:cryl> .. :dJ.(':bgr: l'~oS..-5, 7, 16.,, and.16;\,, were destroyed during the 
l 

Civil \-J:::.r~L'> De.:.'.Icivc this loss of records,- -Lhc surviving docl.lr.'1.entary ar.d 

indicate that 

Roeder W,t:i an L1<1.u::,tr:i_oc1s and cntsrpris:Lng 1:Ju.s :i.nessn:an i'Jhoc e rise from 

and c:irec:c wore 

~----·----

as follovrs : 

i;err:irn tad on July h .ll lf 61 by a 

\ 
3 

bor-n lhrpers Fcirry in lFL13 • 
£hrpm~~; Fer:r:i' a.f"'::,er 1916,. 

l., National LrchiveB li'.o-::ord Group Ho. 123- U,,S., Court of Cl2im.s,- Claim CJ 
(Congressio:-ial Ju~i.u¼.~ct,ion) llfl03•m11 Eskte of frecleri.ck l: • ., l;;t\.."¥4:rRoed,er,,decc;,,. 
vs. The United Statc2,. Claimants llrif on Loys.lty f:nd J'·'fa-rits, .tl-eq1,,1.estst1· for· 

finding of Fact, and l\.1,stract of I>.r.idence,. Filed 1·hy 4.,1906,p .. 5-testimony 
of i:1-'lry Lo Eern.$' oldc::rt, daughter of Roeder re destruction of f2mily bible and 

recorcs_s .. ( Hereafter ref•;rred to ciS JC 11803....:,bstro..ct c,f Evidence),. Also 
interview •:~:i.th Hre o 1·l0,e Korn Ra;;1e;'l ~:lf3'.~ June 17, 1975 ,~great grandau~h ter 
ff F ,,A .. Roeder: · There 2.ro no extmr!, Roeder or J 0h"."l J,. Ker·n family pap•3rs o 

born in 
11ary L .. 



; .. 1'.melia A.(or Enrna A.)(Shm-r"in'id;:;e),,born :W52 ... Died Ca,. 19'.J5-1S., 
Sandy HookJ H-:L, 

, A1'hert T .,Roeder ~.born lP.57.., flied ca .. 189Cl·~93 y Brm:.md.ck" H:l,. 
h 

Jul.iri A~(Cole)., born in 1859., Died after 1916,- San0:~ P.ook_,?1:'l., 

Ferr;'{ at c:1. favorable time., The 1;c1.ger fa::dly land rr:o;;,opoly had begun to 
CA.vnh It.? 

~'If- i.n 1836 .. J?., an age of effective co:>:petition hD.B eom:r:innced.t and 

it was now possilJle for a ir:di-ddual to acquire l~:.nd in. the bus:bess 

heart of Earpers Ferry, pr07ided that o~r:ie had tJ·:s ,,:or1e~y ,,-for the lo ts 

were not cheapo On ,fo.Ymar;r 29 .,lSH:, R.080.er entc,red into a 2h ye:!r 
~./4/k~r<f 

lease forA:[;::;'er T,ot i:Zo. 16 :5.i11 the 'v!e.gcr Six Acre Rcsorvatkc1 1,;:i_th IJoah 
_a,,.,,.l\l<>seNttc-. Lc_,.,.,l/.,;;.rd, c,1,,,-..-d,' ~ W~"-- J...e-11(; 

Ho: ~wayne, /\the rxtsband of S.::i.rah Ann Wage11 c1.~..-~;;.l:::·,;,1l-4'i?c J£H,JC·B-l.-"¥<1'., 

The · an."lD.al ground rent rras t,o be $ 70 lJer year clErl the lease provic~cd 
u,olfiAI 

that ~ the tc,rmination of the contrD ct II impro,,err,ent.s now on said 
p \,"'{ ,::-t /j .M_::; 

premises & those he:i:'eaftor placed on the J:~;'J by the part.y of the 
5 

second part (1l.ocrlerT. shall be '."DDraised ... 0 11 and ~-le.id for b;? Swayne., 
- - .,. ,1...,L ... 

Lot I 16, 32 feet w::i_de ancl about, 120 feet, deep, fronted on Hic:h or· 

): 0 

J.:u,um.7 ?9 ,::i.P1.1h il1 Deed. Book Ho. 27, 
Gou~.cth~Jc.se, Charles To~<\Yn, 11 o T/a.o 
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0 N' C:1---l _,,Q-J-t f 
JL. 

Washington Stroet irt-~+e-&t .s.:ml openedd.n the re::.tr on n 

the 15-foot wid0 Armol':'J' frney that J.2.tP-r heco.mc knm-:•1 2,.3 Potorac 

Street.~ .. - ..,~~~-§':§3L::.°,)".!:>::'~~~~ 11 A m::o..11 
li,f:r 

wooc1.r-m Houoc., 16 x Jli feet,, 1 stor:r~,-, ,ms located on Lot Noo 1.6 in u:1,: y 

,~4iJ--l/']-
In the period. ~ EoAd.er constructed a two-story thrRe=room 

stone house for his family of four on the High Street end of \'Jager 

lot lfoo 16., The initial portj_on of Blclgo lfoo 16 fronted 22 feet 3 inc);,.~­
(See M:,p Ho., };) 

on }Ij_gh Street and was 17 feet 7 inchoE1 deep. ~ecau.se it was buJ.lt 

on a sloping site on the southwest side of High Strc 

only one story., the secoEda, fronted at gro'LYJ.d level on the Hir,h Street, 
(t'l"'-> 

side., C'~·ec1Hay across the street front rrovided l:.ght,- ventilB.i:-ion 

and. access to the first or basement sto~.;~ Bldr;., 16 was bu:i.lt up 
~r~J?te"tK 

against Bldz,. Noo 15.,. em:'.")1oying )~ stone structure as its so1.1.theast 

gable end wall.. The other thr0e walls of BldG, No. 16 He:'e o.f: 

,<;•-. 

' 

lccal rubblestone flnd capped Fith a "!:rick sm-:tooth corniceo (1:le:e s1:otc> 
in /!.ppcnd~: lJ.-)o r:I, B,, iil.:.11.FJtrattions L 8.nd 1:) .. 

The basement leval was divic.,:'d into two roorr.s of unequal 

size by a part:i.tion wall. The la:::ger of the two rooms had n l:1rge 

deep~ firepJ.A:ce and y,,::i,y h2.ve been the kitchen.. The smaller room 

had no fireplaceo ¥~ Access from the basement to the f:i.r·st floor 

was by means cf an outside stairo The first story level consisted 

of one large room which was heated by a single fireplace. T11e 

structural evid.ence found during the architecturo.l examinqt,ion of 

the house indicates that Roeder was II a :ri.o.n of frueo.l or mod,2rat1:i 

means 11 in lDhh-li,6.. Dricb:; and timbers llreclai-rK)n from other 

construction wa:3 incorporated in the build:i.ns; and the often 

unorthoclox., son:ctimes crud8 .r18thod of construction and work:112:riship 

indicate a cert:i.in 1adc of exr)r1rience or know le else of bujld5 ne ~ec:h:l.rcr:t~~~: 
{
,.., 7 . 

... 00,1 \ Ii , 
on the part of the, ~en o 

,_fo,<? rAl,.15 
(Ji'r1ri.+:nn+nr"i /:.. ,~~- 1 ,., 



titllic 

trarrnac:tion, on 

on ,~hich his new stone residence 
9 

~1 1,1660660. 

35 

acquir:Ln[: 

In the f:L-rst 

stood, f'ro::i. noah Ho fomyne for 

O,,V<-'fj-A;_ 
~ r:,"*-.-,~= ;.i , l r! .,. 7 i:.l~,--1. D _,_.g e l,O O :; 

/)(lley 
th0. Ar::nory encl of ·'dagor 

Lot no,. 15.t subdivision 43" f~om William Anderson 

f\ . 
10 

for * 1,000oOO" 

kJ., 11 Schrcdu1e A •. or wtrs and l.1:1nrover:.ents the::.·1oon owned. by indivic:uals,. 
~ - i i 
D'.dJ oi:r:irg the Publi.c Buildir.6s at 1 c:crpers Ferry Armor.v .\l' uith description 

of the i.r:¾provellJ.e:--:ttt: on each lot,- and the price for 1"hich the whole cc:.n be 
purchased./ prepared by :hjor ,John Symington, dated Dec., 12.,2.f·l.r4. Ibrrers Ferry 

nr,:, J!"" , -"1 ·,.... 1·,_ ,,1 2" V , 1 3 "7'L ~, IT')_. ,,.,u' . ·.r • _.,..,,:; .4- .., , -1- ... tl1 "~ u.rcroJ~L,, ,e~- .,;, o ... ,~ , p.c:. .• ,:,;;, .. -L.0 "Con v.as supE .... ,-1"!.-,e.x:en" OJ. . e 
J,.E:,, Armory and wished to purchase this la:ri.d_,or part of it, for armory use., 
Ib estirnated the value of the house to be $ 18 and that of the land on wM.ch 
.t stood at $ 102., 

1·falrnPr, Alan H¢,11 Historic Structures Report, _Part II A:rehitectura~ llnta 
Section on The Roede:?.' House (Building l(o,, 16), liarpers f.erry !fatio::-ial 

11i· 8 -1- 0 ,,J· ,.,,.7 I)2 '41r~ 11 •11 p s tvnesc:cint, bastern Office of Design and I ... \... LJ ..-,,L •. ___.c-1._ ...,J. K-fl't' -. @ O • 'J 1: ~ 

Comtruction, Phi1adelphiau 0eptember 1964).si 2o 

8., Deed.Book :r'tl l,. p .. 109--110.sr. :Doed of April .3;-lc!'/1, recounts the h:i.sto:ry 
of tius loan) r.P de JJecer,;ber 12 .1846!,;;~~~tr:S1:.y ch r:i,~~::::.'1::,'""-~ 

. , , y r..:,c., . . ~~lUi.~-t.i~o 
v,..;l,lC./.... ~') 

9.,. Deed of Dar"1:;in 2nd So.le, Swc.yne to I~oeder, September 13..,J.%7,, Deed Book 
Noo 2~', PPo303-302.J.., 

35 
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Constructed by Anc:"l''son in 1838-3?, D1~.go No. 7 w2.s then a one-3-cory 

stone varchouse with a collaro The st:r11cturc fronted 21.r feet on the 

Armory alley and was forty fP.et deep 0 U_;ee 11,ap Uo. l)o 

The th:i.!!tl# of Roede~~:al estate transactions occurred on 

January 2 .,1811.B ,when he 

17 from Uo:..h Ho Swayne 

r,urchased the title to adjacent Wr.r;er Lot No., 
11 (See i·~p No 9 2) 

for $ 11 166"66., John G,. v!llson, a Harpers 

Ferry merchant~ held a leasehold for the use of Lot 17 and was raqu:.tred 

to paj an ammal grounft rent of ~ 70 per ye.s.r o Wilson had taken out a 
18JE 

ten year le?Be with &.-rayne for the use of Lot 17 ,. effect:Lve April 1 2 

and about 18)11 had constructed ll A large w0o(bn stable 60 :xi:- 30 feet 

and loft above.i"n with ::.;tone side wells on the H.tgh Street end of tte 
12 

lot<> On ,Tanuary 19 ,JJ:'.1.:1\, Roeckr borrow:ed $ 2,000.,QO fo:r two :recc·s 

from Abrrih,u:1 H., Hc:>.:T 1 the proprietor of the le!'ge F<::rch.3.nt flou.r rrJ.11 

located on the Island of V:!.rginius., Roed0r secured this J.oan by p:1tting 
newly 

hi.s t:ii!J!.i';if purch.n.3cd W~ger lots 16 and 17 into trust. Roeder· 
prosper) 

contirrt.1.ed to ~r for he· was able to repay this loan on Feb.,15, 1e,r:: 

12., Cont.im1Pd: Description of stable from n~chedu].e A, of Lots and 
lrnp:ro-vem.ents trioreon,. onwed by Indivic1m1r, .::.djo:•.!1:i.ng the Pu1:-li.8 J'.lilrl:ly· 

·at Ho.r'lers Fern,~ w:!:th des crint. j_or1 of the il"1')rovementG on ea ch Jot, 
and th~ price f~r Ehich the ¼~10J.e r.::an be p:1.r~h2.sed/: Deccr1her 1? 3 l8! 1h, 

. by Hajor John Sy-r-·Lington,- Harpers Fc:r·ry i·:fo:c·Gf:Llm Heel No., 23.,Vol., 3,pe?'t:i. 
The Stiperintendent of the Arwory estir::c'.lted the ·:~lue o.f the stcible to 
be. $ 218 and that of tte lRnd at $ 1~2.; or a t.otal of $ ~OOo 

13 .,,Deed of Trust,Roeder to Jpaac Fouke,- trust0e for Herr l'Jar..uary 19 3 ],_r,lrf, 
Deed Book 30,p.f13; B.el<?ase of 'l'rust., FoP.ke to Roeder,, February 15,lb:;o.s 
Deed Book Nee 31., p. 94=?5c- .H.o,:'d.P.r :r?paid the loan several months early, 
a.s it wc:rn r:ot duo until ihy 15, 1R50., 

11.,Deed of Bc. & S.,.?- Swayne to hoeder, January 2,18h8, Deed Doak l;o.,2 
PP• JOli-305., 

12 o Icase,r Swayne to Wilsons 0e pterl.ber 7 ,lfl;\7 $' Deed Book Ko. 2? 
3lf1. Jo}u1 G., Wilsen h:1cl leat,ed Wager Io+, lfo., 13 from Swayr:e ,....,.,,--~ 
July 1,1BJ7 and :i.nl837-38 ere~ted n 1arce three a.rd or.e half s-to:cy 
brick hotol and tavern buildine on Loi:. :::0" 13" 2i;.1 stable on Lot 1? 

~pparently se~viced ~:,he hotel operat,ior;:3,. 



On Jwie 6_,1rn1n_,nocrbr received a to+,,-,J. o.f ~; Lr7h from the 
~- c)<.i -J(,.~/IJ,,,--(C,,.J r 

United ,StJ.t.cs by ;;Pllin[:; ~ X t 1;.1 0 ~ilots of vo.cant lands 3 

each 32 feet, wide and 25 feet deep,, from Ar:ncrxy /tilf>"J eY!'~1r1 of 
11k 

Wager kits Hoo 16 c.:1d 17., 

1849,, purchm;;ed. portfor:s of Wagc,.r Lotri Ho. 16 ;> q:~ ~)t'·1cr with t:w 

?6 bl,_ildin~:s st,mdinG on this lard (See I12.p> nOS.: JP o T:w · Government 

tbon demoli:h0d many of the bu.:Llr_::Lngs frontini on the J1,rr1ory All·:Y.t 
nmT1y cre,1ted 

/i.1{fi{ wide:r1ed th.s:t lano from 15 tc l;O feet, and n;:i1::r2d th~:_,,.~~~ broacl 

11 it 
fire1ane Pot.o::-,,a c Stre.Dt" 

With ::nonr-y f:::-o= i;h:Ls i::alo and perhaps alr;o f:ron: his loan, 

hi:: Vla~811CYU~e, l:J.c~g. l·;o • 7 !> :r;~rl 
a s·tc'lr':r c.nd. v. l:,1.J~f 

Ile e.dded :.:·tone ~~-'.#- to I'\ , .. ''.' ~-

-t:.he period ~~ J.Zll![,.~5::; D'.Tct •• ,c: 0.:·,:.,rn c:;:- 11 trinld1~c 
15 ~/'!~ (?)--

Ifottse3 l~nc1\rn. a[-r thG 
.,,,-u-~eA( 

, ',J:1He Ihll .. ' n I\ Blr::1g., ;fo. 7 ~prdx1bly, 

~~ f:ror1J. $ 12 to $15 ai. nontl~;, thus crir.ginG Roeder from $ JJ~h t,•) 

$ lflO a yer:.r :1.n &ddi tional income e 

Roeder Rlso enla:i"ged his residence' cy adding a two-story stm1rc 
13 feet 3 inches long 

ill extension/to the northFest, end of the orlg:i.1,al hcuse,, :L11crrasi:-1.g 

the frontcq;,g on High Street. fror,, t.''2 feet 3 inches to 35 feet 6 in:frJcs 3 

the present dime'nsi.on of Bldg., Hoo 16., He u1::el,, the southei,_st sj:tone sirJr, 

11-i .. T1-ro deed;: of D.,~,.., E},. 9 Rooc:er to the U,d.tec1 States., dated 
Jur18 6,i,JJlh8.1c Deed Book I':c,, .30 1 p., 230~-?31.o Th~" 1,lnited States 
paid ~; 237 i'or c2.ch of l:ceder rs lots,. 

15.,, Arry:.,::,•· Su~"~:r:i.r,ti::m<lent Henry W., CJ.owe t•) CoL EPnry Ko Cr:d.r_;;; 
Orrlr1::n1r.,, Jlerrb~. ,Tl1 1 ~0 ? 11 1r-rJr: :h,,,1·p~q FC'rrv 11:ie:t·ofilm ITer::l 1:0 .. - , -· , '~' J. .... ~· . ---J 4 , ..... ,,.; / ,, ... ... ~ .I. I,...• .,. .... t,, ... 

') ,.,, v~1 n, , •. 7 i I O i-·~~ Tul r l i' ·'c:' T' ',]_,,_ c~.ii~; '..-'·-ti fl:,• 1:-'• l--rC'o V:.f l- 0 ~,.,,)) .. ) J.."GCu.~:i· ·t.r,::;; 

floo,' of I31dgG ? ,"f.' a F~.rel1ouse q;.:-dn and 
two flo o:r s ~:s a I er;, ellL1;3 o 
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;10ing -ti!"1A .first 
reni:,:i.!:.6 01,.t +,he 'l'T::er 



JS 

wall 
/\ of John G., Hilson 1s 13tabJ.e 011 Lot J:Jo~ 17 as the nortL,0'est eab1e end of 

( C'('(' i''ri~,-,-- ~,Tr)P']..::-:y IT1-"' T> "L77nty,o··' ;,,,·,c• -1:i •,n,1 r,,) t.,.' J' ··)~< ....... uri...1.,., ..... ,.;.,..~.-. .. ..1. J;- ..,.1$1 > __ ,_u .. > ...... lJ ........ , ,, ,. ..1.~JO' 

h:Ls ncvr add:;_ t-io:1., j.'hc ciiff 3:r,~nt E;:i.z es ~ nd det2 il o.f the doom and 
the 

'") 

v,rirH-101-m in the 'G1·ro r·oom n.ddition indinc~tes th~1-~ fr,1gal I1r tt .r~o0d.er v1t .. E1 

stiJ.1 usine -11.r/-/lii recJ.airrJEKl material f.ro1·1 carlte:,· conBtrU(;tion, po!'h'lf't, 

from tlv'\ Ftri.wtures the Arr1cry was then c!er~olj_shlilig on Wage:r1? Lots 16 to ::;;; 

There wc1.r one rooF1 on each floor in t.11e new addition., thns civ-:lng Roede:r 

a total of five rorn 1s fer hifl family, which by 1%9 ~t, c:onsisted o:' 
four ch iJ.r1:co:1 > '.7.is ,-,ttre., and hirnG el:' e 

-~~~~" The new baserr.'.c::Pt :roo:-11 in the acld.it:1.on.9; whid~ eontrSned a 

large fliircplace set back to. tack 1:'ith the fireplace in th~ adjacent 

older roon, w2.s probably ~oo<:ler ts place of busine8s or bakery shop,, as 

there was no interior pass2.ge leading from this room to the rest cf 

the :residence., 
built 

Roeder also app:i.rcnt1y/Bld6 e 16.:.,, a detar,h~/, two-stc,r;r trick 

,.,.,-,,,,~-. ~·,.,,.,. 111 f,pt 6 -1 ("h-::- 1,. , . • ,_,,c::.,:,U._ l,.G . t E, J , ., .. n~ 8u u) 

in 16 l:as 
o.: Dlg~ lJo. 16. sr lElhB-·Li.9 .. 

on each floor and although its contai:r:s no fireplaces_,, rei:;erd;~~ disco1.re:i:,;1 

1.7 
doc1:ir.-:ent2,.I-y evidence suggestc that, this bu:::J.dinc; 1-;.as Roeder 's b:1.kPry o 

With this 18h8~49 con3t:ruction, Reed.er had a total of sevm1 rooms in 

Blclgo lb. 16 and 16.A. and three of these were apparently used for 

-?} 1.7 e Continued: St~1,ter.~t of John J., I<ern, Ro·3rl,py> 's coTJ.-in-1D.:·T ySept. 

! HThc. r .. ,-,n ·h1,3·.Jr1i""" tr1c.1r, 0 1110., 1{;' uith the baJrnr~r in b.a.ckeoo11 from ..... \.' ..... ,u . .,.. , ... ~ ... lJ "-.4.b ~- t..> ....... :) ) c., 

Abslitwt of Bv-idence1. p .. 3, 5,.,. Seo Appor:.id..-x: lfoo ITl.r Part A., 

c 1ory,n :::> ,.., ••. , ·-

J 6., W a].r,er, Al2.n 11 n 11; ,,-1-\ c,ri' C ~,+1,uct"J'8'C' :;_1,,-,rc·-,,t cr1 thn Ho0 c·1c= tin11 c•n 11 
0 J ~ l..J' J •- - V I,.,.. , U ., ,.!:·' •..l.. 0, 0 0 .,_,._1._.; • ,.., -l •.I.. ,. • ._J...., J 

p. 7-9. Tho arr::h:i.t,ectliral rietaj_ls of the c1:J:J:i-'C. 2nd 
windows Sl\;1;c;,~t th~,t DJ.dg. 1-Jo., 16A waf, al:,o cons-Lrud,::d 
in lfl~:3-~L£1"' 



In 1856 Roeder received f'a total of $ 2.,,866.66 fror'l the UnitAd 
.,,,t;;;i~ Q/20~ 

States Government by selling it,,Po~tions of his lots and nart of Bldg • 
. ~~1).~ . 'l _Jf 

No. 7. ~ ,, 7~ the Armory revh"ed its project or wideninc~ Poto:m.a.c 

street to a 40 foot width along its entire length and undertook to 

pur.chase parts of Wagers l.ots No. 1.5.,, f?Ubdivisions 2 and ~, and. all 

of Wager Lots No .. ]..3 and 17 (0ee Map No. 2) to accrorn:r.lish this end~ ~ 
'(fa..t-1).,o-t I 7, <;...:~c:/1"iS1,.,,__l/ 

On February 13,1856)Roeder was paid$ 1$700 700 for the 1andAand 
f nt f~ '\ 

$1000 for the 24 foot wide by 25 foot deep/portion of Bldg. No. 7 
lo ~ 

that stood on that plot6 .f"M" pnrt of 1·Ia gnF Le b 1_5-j~ u1Jd3-v=is: qp;;.p 1 ~ 

The United States demolished their purchased section of Bldg. 7 in 

1856 and made the land a part of Potomac Street• 

Six months later, on August 26,1856, Roeder sold most of Wager 
. l-9 

Lot No. 17 to the United States for$ 1~166.66. On the same day 
1;:i- J...a-C-)7 

the United States paid John G. Wilson $ 300 for his leas~ andv!'ights 
20 ed h~~ 

to the 30 by 60 foot stable. Regar<½as a great fire hazard, the 

Armory demolished Wilson's wood and stone stable and made ~lager Lot 

17 into an alley or street later in 18560 

With the money realized from these two real estate transactions 
) h-. i'B"S-6-~- () 

Roede~ built a r.ew facade on White Hall, Bldg. No. 7,. erected Bldg. No. 

~ to replace the space lost by the reduction of Bldgo No. 7, and ~lso 
- 19 ._ Continufill_ of the I.ot 17 frontageo Roeder therefore retained 

\./ 

· title to that 3½ foot. wide by 95. foot deep portion of Lot 17. 

o.Assign."'lent of Lease,. Wilson to u.s., August 26,18.56, Deed Bock No. 36,. 
PP• S.-133-134. Armory Superintendent Clowe,February 26.,.18.56,described 
Wilson's stable as "filled with Hay & Straw,. under Ca.!'eless attendance 
day and night_,,- a mine of danger ••• n to adjacent U.S. ~ I1usket 
Factory buiJi.dings o Harpers Ferry I1icroflim Reel No.. 2.5, Vol. 8 .,p. 803. 

f 

18. Deed of B & s., hoeder to u.s., February 13 1 1856, Deed Book 
35, Po299-JJOo 

19.Deed of B.&. s.~ Reeder to u.s. August 26.,1856,Deed Book J61p.135-1J6, 
Wager Lot 17 fronted 32 feet on High Street and Roeder sold 2t:5 feet 
6 inches of this frontaGe +,o the U.S. The stone nide wall of Uilson 1s 
stBble,. which was inco1t1orated into Blctgo 16,. occupied 3½ feet 
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added a brick stor.y and a half to his residence, Bldg. Ho._ 16., h¥ l:B5B 

The reduced portion of B1dg. No. 7,, whtch required 3. new 

facade in 1856., fronted 24 feet on Potomac Street .and was 20 feet deep. 

The two and one-half story structure contair..ed a total of five ~oo~s iI'-
-- ,,,,,_ ~ ·gr is-4~' o~ ,:-v-.rf; J --, 

its- fi!;.Rl form • White Hal]. was probab]zy' lease~y Roed~~:i.s a tavern 

or A' ': 'J warehouse, with a dwelling on t!-le lipper floors, for. ahout -.. / 

~ -- ;z-s-, ·-/ i-6( Pcirtal -Y e 10 a month or about $ 120 per yea-r.c:£.a.~ ~ " 

To replace the space lost by the demolit:ton of part of Bldg. 7, ... 
Roeder constructed Bldg. No. S on the Poto~c Street end of Wager ],ot 

16 in 18560 :Bldgo Nao ~ was a tw:o-a_nd-one-half sto:rJ brick and stone 

structure., with fit'st story walls of stone, perhans sal°WJ.ged material 

from "iJ4ite Hall., and~ second ~tdry waUS of brick. The main house 
(!'c:..f 

front 24 feet 2 inches on Potorr~c Street and was 20 feet 2 inches deep. 
II 

A two-story br~_ck wing, 13 feet hy 12 feet 7 inches in siZ'.e and 

containing one room on each floo~ adjoined Bldg. No. 5; at its southeast 

(rear) cornero The newly complete<l Bldg«> No. 5, including its wing., 
6"'-~ 

contained a total of seven rooms and was probably leased by Roeder 

as. a tavern or ware.~ouse., with a dwelling on the upper floors,. for about 

~ u: _/,, = - /i'(/ ~2 
$ 15 per month or ~ $ 180 a year~~ -,~'-"d /¥ .S b- ~ ' ~,.,, 

The brick story and a half addition to his residence, Bldg. ~.... ~ 
contained a total of four roons,. two on each floor,. giving 

I\ 
No. 16., 

~~,&'\,, 
~ a total of nine rooms in the main house and two more in Bldg. 16A. o 

#,s . . f' 
Peedcr:'s-family in 1857 was conprised of eight people:six chi1°.ren,his w:i3:e, 

21.it .. ITi u.s. Court of Clai_-rns,. Claim No. JC-11803-Abstract of Evidence.,, ~!:a. 
1 p., J ,,4 ,.5., hJ..."'.1S8 f 

22. Thid • ., 



Architectural study of the 18.56-57 addition t.o Bldg. 16 'indicates 

that Frederick A. Ro~de-r had become a well-to-do bmd.nessma.n by this 

datee Architect Alan M. Walmer has written in this regard: 11 The 

wooc;n,rork of the 1856-57 additio:ri Cto B~rlgo No. lb) is of much finer 

quality,. workmanship, .::i.nd uniformity that than found on the floorsbelow • 

l'buldings and joinery are more intrucate, and fitted more neatJ.;y~. 

"Itt. Evidence of the use of reclai::ned materials, founrl on the_ fi.!'st floor 
23 

and basement,. is not to be fo11nd on the second floor and attic levels•" 
(See ApPenc:1.ix No. III, Part B,. Illustrations C an::1. ::J for 18.57 pla:i1c1 of 

l:.onse ). 
Documentary evidence also supports the conclusion th,at 

Roeder was well off by 1856: On November 10.,, 18.56 Roeder granted 
s 

John and 1-'hrv Hofer a loan of $ 400 which was sem.Ired by their house ..i..~< ~ . 24 
and~(Lot !Jo. 4., Block E) on Camp Hill.., Similarly, on il.tWtM;t 

. also ed er 
February 24.,18.57,IloederJ'\loanJ\$ 500 to John Schustz., w:hich was secured 

't. I\ 25 I\ 
by land that Schust~ owned in Bolivaro 

In 1860 ~ 8.oeder was 50 years old.,, his wife Arma Maria., 

40~ and their -. seven children.,, three boys and four girls., ranged 
26 

in age from one to l7 • During this period Roeder employed his, two 

oldest sons,. Augustus H.~ 13,. and James R.,n, to help him operate 
Q/t)O 27 

his bakery an~ occasionally hired other boys to assist him in this task. 

"'-«~ in 
His ~ eldest child1 Mary L. Roeder, married,either late~ 1860 #--

R;r- 28 
or early 1861,, -~.~ 2!.i-year old John J. Kern of Harpers Ferryo 

/ 25. Story i."11 Deed Book A., p. 336, deed of October 22,1873. Also 
I s,ee Deed Book Noo 36, po434. 

26. Ce{us of 1860~ Harpers Ferry }'B.crof:i.J.r.l Ree1 No. 10, Vol. 2,p.170. 

?:__7 JC-:;ll803- Abstract of Evidence.,, Statement of J.::i.!YJAs R. Roeder,p.4. 

230 Walmer, Alar-./J M.,,. 11 Historic Structillres Reportm Part TI., ~it 
Architectural Data Section ••• on the Roeder House," p.11. 

24. Story of loan narra~ed in Deed Dook B, Po 161,. Feh. 28,1873. 
Hsfer Eut his property :i..11.to tr11st with William Ho Truk, Nov. 10.,1856., 

"-'-see ced ook 36, p.276. 1., 



Frederick A. Roed·er informed ·th_e 1860 census taker that pis occupation 
. . 

was that of elf! coni'ectionerr est".mR.terl that the v2J.."ue of his real estate 

came to $ 2 _,.000 n.nd triat the value of !1:ts personnl csta te amom1ted to ' 
' ~ ?9 

.$ 1.,s.50., nur\f ne a grand total of C 3 .,s·.500 

f:), The Civ::U War: Dis£rnter stri!ffs.4~he Roeder ra...,.rriJ."'-r) ,I F"tl- I 8l. S1 

Trecee<:tr twti.ce struck th8 P.oeder farriily in 1861: '.!::r. e :rioth,c;;r., 

Anna I~ria,. died on Mar0h 23,186;, in her hlst year; Frederick,, in his 
~ 

51st year., wa5 killed by a sniper 1s bullet. on July 4.,. 186].; 18-year 
.i()ukJ 

ol~ 1-ary L. Roeder and her .H• husband.,. 25 ;rear cliff John J. Kern., 

a-,,( /4-l-.,1:-1'1-
c.s sumed responsibility for the six ~ii'.' orp-0,ened t~oeder chD.c.ren,. 

whpse zrges fanged from two to 16. As the contending 2.rmies occupied 

Harpers Ferry during the surrJn1er of 1861, the Y..erns took the Ro8c.er 

children with them and fled for safety to Maryland., stayi1;.g a:h 
30 

M:i.ddletmm and Frederick the remaiicder of that yearo Hith the 

family gone., citizens of Hm-pers Ferry 
Frederick 

and soldiers looted -
Roedels . 1',5 

residence, b&.ery, vlhite Hall Tavern, and Buildi.n.g No. 5,.~,y~gf 
all of 

off I\ his personal 

t.o 119.rch 25 .,1862 ,-

property and furnishingso On or about July_2j,-1861 
Tfi. c ,f-,.. ..,(hJ:-·1 

the Union Ar~r occtipied Roeder 1s buildings~ ~ -

his residence., Bldg. No. 16, as a post office., headquarters., and officers' 
"'-'"-.::i ,.,rt. It ~( 

quarters: Bldg. J16A, his bakery'las a bakery; and the first floors 

of Bldgs; Noo 5 and 7 .,,_~:;;~£4'lh~ stablft6t~ESand ttiJ~_ppers 
o-f~ 3j 

floors to store hay and for/lvmrehouse purposes. 

28.J .c. -11803- Abstract of Evidence9 P,.o h. 11.:i.J'."'J was married afte:i­
the Census of 1860 had been taken and be!ore the SUI'1m.er of 1861. See 
Statem":lnt of John J. f:Kern,. RoPr1er 1s son-in 12.w, 0 ept, 5,1902: 
"I lived iYl 1:Ehe :mz.in building C-::Jldg. Ho. lb) at the beginnin6 cf 
the (civil) war ••• r: - -

29. Ce:n.sus of 1860, Harpers Ferf;zy i1i..crofilm Reel No.JLO, Vol. 2,p.1700 
30.CJ-11802,.Austract of Evidence.,. John J. Kern,p. b., James R. hoeder,p. J/. 
;l.812.i.rr: cf J .J. Kern,. J..dr:-,r. I:(sic). A. Eoecler ,::;state,. Court of Cb.ir-:s, 
Cong.Jo 10537-,. Oct. 8,1873. 
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~ 

Like his father-in-law_p John J. Kern was also a strong Union man 
. '1 

and he returned to· Harpe;rs Ferry in March 1862 with his wife and the 
. · ' - 32 /-((ji,'"V · _ 
Roeder children. ~·resided in Harpers Ferry during the remainder of 

the war., but ~fled into Maryland during the brief period.swhen Confederqte 
33 . 34 

troops, again occupied the towno Roede;t,' left no will and all of his personal 
Gircuit 

property was stolen.,. et .. b 1863 the/~.fiiSL Court of Jefferson· Cou.11ty 

~ 
formal]¥ ·appointed Kern the administrator of the -!!Estate of Frederick 

,13/) 3~ . 
A. Roeder." -11.ugustus H. Roeder,. Frederick •s oldest son.,. aged 16 in 

1863 Ji enlisted in the Union Arr.w and served three years during the w2,r 

. 36 This,t- in ........_.... 
as a meniber of the.3i. Independent Loudoun P.anger Company. ~ brief-~) 

is the tale of that occurred t~ members of 
,&!bl__th di t ,../../.4, ~../,.t/_ (j'41.J. lrl 4 J .J;,i: 1-IJ_/ A (,kl.,.LJ I/,,_, I J-LH:;;fJl..L..' f I /J 
7""l!l!9I'"- e sas ersn'!:O:£.lQ», .'.Jihl-'.E-:--" 2.;;:rr..aJ ,,, .. . ,n ;t;-l.¼1i:"Pr.:;;)l.f!JIJ,IY) vf the 

Roeder family,l__during the f Civil war·. 
v,,,il 

We now consider some noints in this story m more detail. 
A 

Anna Maria Ro.rd.er, as has been noted., died on 113.rch 23 ,1,.. Cause of }, "~ 

death is unknown and she left no will or personal estate. - ~ 7.April 18, 1861) ~,av-,,e-
Harpers Ferry had its first taste of war. itt" 10 pom-. th2.t evening, Lieutenant 

Roger Jones of the u.s.M:mnted Rifles and his command of 44 Federal soldiers 

set fire -;Cd¥;(;'44;'k't fire to the two U.S. Arserial1'uildings in which were 
.ZZ'ifr als.J -8 t ~ 

stored about 1_5,000 rrm.skets anC¼,,_,ome of the tJ.S. I'hsket Factory buildi..."'1.gs_x 

32. JC-11802-,/~es R. I1oed;~, p.J., John J. Kcrn,p.4., Abstract c=: Evidence. 
33. JC fil8O2 ...ibs uract of Ev::;_a.ence::. John J. KerJ1,P 4. 37. •t~n.:q JC-118O3, Abstract ?f _Bvidence.,, p.b- Jrunes R. Roeder., on Nov.21, 
-t' 190j, made a statement giving t~e dates of death of both parents 

but nothing on the cause of his mother's deatho Her name and cause of 
death are not included in the 1861 Jef~ferson County list of death and 
birth book. Sirnil~J a check of the Jefferson County Will Book ri;l-t.-tt.t, 

reveals that no personal iii:JJ,ri or real estate for Arma Maria Roeder was 
eit/ recorded or probated. 

3!,/: J<?-11802-Abstra?t of Evidence, Jc>.mes Ro Roeder,p.6~ Also there is no wHl on 

3
t" t5ye for Frederick A. Roec'Ler in rpcords 9f J~ffer.fion Countv Charles Town.,W. V&. ,;;i,.,~. JC-ll8O3 Claim of J .J. Kern.,. 1-1.c1mr E.1.sic91 A. ceder .!!;state for 

Rent under Act. Jufy 4.,1864, filed Sept.25.,1873. Kern~ays he 
iif.d;shad qualified and filed the necessary bond :in the Circuit Col1rt 

of said County' Judge Balsch Presidlimg11 during the year 1863." 
A search of tli.e Circ;lut't-Court records at Charles Town W .va., lltt failed 

to locate this; record.,. probably because they were never recorded 
due to the war. There are no recorf~ for the period 1862-1865. 

f:, .. JCt:i0 118O2~Abstract of Ev:i.qence, p'j P•3.11 also Sworn StateT11ent of ,Tohn J. 
T('.,,...,., '? C:: ,;,i.,,,..+ , ~'7".> LL :1 
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to p:re~rent the weapons from fallinz into the ha.'1 els of appnn~ching 
. ._ . _ · _ . as -f:-la.-,,.cs /0.1-r.c -(v .. ,r-t ~ Ct."1.,.-e.;/'3Q /J,._,~fvf.,.,,...,#1° 

Confederate rnilitia·<>
11

·:the 45 U.S. J.E'.Cl,W,.-Sold.ier.s. th~ri crosserl. .J 

the Potomac River and retreated n0rthward across .1~rylr1.n0 into 

Pennsylvania, reaching safety at C~lisle on the afternoon of 

April 19 o 

.,zz;, 
Duri!![; the early moi!nirg hours of April 19 Vir;;inia militia 

under the corrrnand. of Haj or General Kenton Htrper poure9 into 

Harpers Ferry. The national standard was lowered fror-i the flag­

staff in the Arsenal yard and replaced with the State flag of 

Virginia. Thi=:! Confederate Army was to occupy 1-farpers Ferry 

from /#April 19 to June 15,1e61. ~During this period 

all U.S. Armory property at Harpers Ferry, including 78 pur.lic 

buildings and the arms :manufacturing :rr.achinery.,. Wrl.S seized and 

the many families who rented Armory Dwelling Houses from the United 

States we~e obliged to vacate their hones 2t great incon~enience 

to themselves and forced to procure shelter whereever they could. 

In addj_tion,. 11 ~r.y,. quiet,. inoffensjve citizens," noted the 

historian Joseph Barry.,, who witnessed these events/ were dragged 

from their homes and confined in fj_l thy guard houses,, a prey to 

vermin and objects of insult to the (-Ccnfederatel' rabble that 
J'ff - -

guarded them." Townspeople who were suspected of being Union 

sympa~hizers were not only~ thrown in jail without a hearing 

or trial, but their property was destroyed or carried off~ ~~ct thnir 
. 3f 

homes occupied as barracks for the Southern troops. At le~st 

one of I4>rr,ers Ferry's churches was also utiliz, ed as a barrac:-::s for 

Ji Dar!J'"il- Joseph, The Str.?..nge Story of }b.rper 's Fe:r~r( :1.1.rtain.sburg, 
0 

w.va.,1903, reprint, 8hep2.rdstown, ~i.% .• ,1974),.p.101. 
- 102. 4• Ibid., 103-104. 

I. I. 
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Confe4erate artillerymen. 

· On Jur.ie 13th 1861 the co:rur.and:i;ng ~:;:-~ Confeder!cltP- gener2l$ 

Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston J°rdered th8 ev2.cuation of 

Harpers Ferry. D;ll'ing that day c::nd the J.1th, the heaV'J bcs.bgage . 

and remP.ining c2.ptured Armory property and machinery were sent 

to Winchester, Va.~ via the_ Winchester and Poto:mac li.ailroad., and 
'\,Ja.--::, -M.,~ 

the rolling stock and en~ines of that.,CoP1pc.n:;r. sent son.th. 
ll woOc~ 

About 6:30 A.l:1. on the morning of June 14~ the great B f.r. o. Railroad 
o.--t ;";'LL tBv-,Jr 

bridg~ across the Poto:::i.2.c RiYer at H2rpers Ferry was bur:ried by 

·-the Confecl.erates6 ii. 1;,'4(;(.j.:,he se'ren woorlsr.. sria~:'! went up in 

"'l a th ,.,~ ' ,., '" ( · · d th v· · · h a· t J. arnes an,. e h--76#,.,.; brl ge span on e irE;1n:2.e. s .. ore, a .Jar:err 
w ~ tt/4'-'"\; . 

to the 1~L~-- House Eotel(on '.·I2..ger Lots 6, 7, anrl 8) was fifil 

blown up to avoid Getting fire t,0 the ::iriv:.itely-o,~.::._1ed build:1-ngs 
( 6'.Xe d -*· J Ej 10 2' .J 

in the Wae;er FerIJr Lot Reservationo /\ The >li.Jsket Fact')ry ,':il,.ops 

along the Potomac were~ fired by the Confederates, as we.s the 

trest,le work of the B.&. o. :/tifj,ji,,j; Rai~oad as it ran west 
(S..A.R.. rtd,1• /,Ji). :5 _) 

through the Ar~ory yard. I).. Fourteen .'1usket :Factory buildines 

were ~J:;:~f"~ Having completed this destruction, th8 Confederate 

Army then left F.arpers Ferry on the morning of the 15th. Little 

did the Southern solrtiers clree.m as they left town that during 

the next four :rea.rs c:f' +.;1e Gi7:.tl ;tar their army: was to hold 
lio 

Harpers FeIT"J again fer a total of only 34 dayso 

On June 28 another Cor;.fAjerate ferce returned briefly 

to town and burned the wooden toll bridge over the Shenandoah 
q /~o ~f'o;.Jc a.,,..,( fl-net( 

River and set fire to the ni..."'le factory shopf: '.!omprising thi; 
Snell, Charles ii o, n w J2:rpe:rs = erry, Va., 

in 1861 and Jackson 1s Attack, May 1862.,': (i; oPoS. 
typoscript, Harpers Ferry National ~1onument., 
February 9,1960)_, S-260 
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~ ,c}.. -V,.,(,--.,0 A. 0 C, .,-D 
the U.S. ~ifle_. F&ctory) on the I ower 1~11 Lsland in the Shenandoah 

· · River. 

G 0.L, onel ':ha,...._ les p" • .C:: tone J 7 I ·+.J~ U (' r n • ''1) ~ .., ..LJ..J. •• ..; • 1.m ant.ry, of the · epartnent 

· of 'ilashington,· occupied Sandv Hook and .r ... ~_rl_.~. 1-~."'- 1·;r""~ ;:,-h+.,r.. 1·n ·., ·n~rl a ..:; ., • -c...:..; ---- ·--~_.-.,. 1·.fu.1-n,.., 

-~ a~oas the P · o ,.., R • f' H n tJ -o~ ~=C -iver _ran ar?ers rer!'"'Jo 0n Jul;r 4th a 

fmr Confederates reappeared in H?.!'pers Perry and skirmishing took 

pb.ce across the Potomac o8tw,.,en the or,JJosing forces.. F::::-cd.erick 

Ao Roecler 's death was one result of this ;:;kirminish. Joseph 
e,.. 

Barry., historian ar..d friend of Eocc.cr, has left the f'ol1owi.ng 

account of ~ccd8r 's deat!-1: 

11 On the 4th of July([86I) a lively skirmish took place between 

Captain John Henderson's compaey of confe<1.erate cavalr.r c.nd a part of the 

9th New York regiment of militia, 1-r.hich a few days before had occupied 

Sandy Hook in 1-aryland -one mile east of Harper's Ferry •••• the federal 

soldiers ·being on the Maryland side and the confederates on the Virginia 

shore of the river.,, the ga.'lles was at 11 long taw11 and comparatively litt:le 

fd9.mage was done. Two men were killed on the Mrryland bank and at least 

one wounded on the Virginia side •••• The skirmish, of course, effected 

homes 

~ 
~. Joseph Barry, the Strange Story of Harpers Ferry,106-107 .,4 {;,o 

1e Sullivan.,, Arthur L. Sullivan.,, "narpers Ferry,. April 1.8..December 31,1861.., 
. Casualty of i-Jar(N .P .s. typescript, Har,P-rs Ferry N .11 • .,. Feb .17 ,.1960)., 61-
.1 for a fuller account 
t<k_ ma.pd of this skirr:rl.sh. 
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Continuing,. Dar!"J wrote: 

In the evening when the fight was over a sad occ~:·-
rence took place whereby the community lost one of_ hS tT:'c t~ 
very best citizens. When the· confederates had. r~red • 

0
,-;._ 1.. 

Mr. F. A. Roeder walked towards the railroad ~-f~1cc-and, \N,.~ . 

while he was sauntering about, a shot :'~S :Ile~ from )..Jf- rr 
the Maryland side of the Potomac,_ w~icn rnflicted ~ ..-"'-I 

mortal wound on him, of which he died m l1alf an hom. 
It is known that the bullet was disc~arget.l at Mr. ~m-
brose Cross who, also, was on the railroad at the tune. 
The man who thus deprived the place of a valuab!e 
citizen was an old bummer belonging to a Pennsylvan:a 

.- t ho had stracrnled from his command m regimen , w , 00 b t· o-
Pleasant Valley and had become drunk, ?ele ra mo 
the "glorious Fourth" at Sanely Hook. Hearmg. of the 
skirmish at Harper's Ferry, he staggen~_d towards ~hat 
place and arrived after the encl of the fight, and, _when 
the enemy had retired. Seeing Mr._ Cross on the. ra1lro~d 
he fired off his gun at him, swearmg_ that he \,o~ld kill 
some d- rebel anyway. The shot missed the obJect ~t 
which it ~ directed and, striking the end o~ Fouke~ t{.--C:)J_ 

rf_b.:>Co.. -rc:c.l°"- N::<-~!..rt f..Jc). t,j 7, 'E1t}(.f_:J-1'1. 

hotei';Cit glanced and hit Mr. Roeder, who, unfortunately, 
happened to be then coming 'round the corner of that 
building. The bullet tore a ghastly hole in his groin 
through which his intestines protruded. He managed to 
reach his home unassisted-for there was scarcely an 
able-bodied man then at the place-when death soon re­
leased him from his sufferings. Little did the slayer know 
and little, perhaps, would he care if he knew-that the 
man he shot at--Mr. Cross-was one of the sternest 
Union men in the whole land and that his bullet proved 
fatal to one of the first men in the State of Virginia who 
dared to express sympathy with the Republican party. 
Mr. Roeder was a native of Saxony, but he had resided 
for many years at Harper's Ferry, where he was very 
much respected and where by industry he had accumu­
lated a considerable property. He was very much opposed 
to slavery and his death, especially under the circum­
stances, was very much deplored. It is singular that the 
first man killed by John Brown's party was a neg-ro and 
that the first who lost his life at Harper's Ferry at the 
hands of the union army was a warm friend to the 
government and one who would have sacrificed, if neces­
sary, all the property he possessed to preserve the union 
of the states. Wl;.o knows what design an all-wise Provi­
dence had in permitting these mistakes, or what good 
purposes the death of these men may have subserved. Mr. 
Roeder appeared to have a presentiment of his fate. On 
the 14th of June, when the confederates retreated, he 
called the author of these pages into his house and in­
vited him to partake of a cup of "Schnapps," for a simi­
larity of tastes and sentiments on many subjects had 
bound them for several years in the closest friendship. 

""/)7 
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When the~ were seated Mr. Roeder remarked: "Well, we 
have _g-ot nd of that lot and have escaped at least with . 
o~r hve_~;, but what _will the 1:ext party that comes ·do 
v.1th us. He appeaied to be m very lov.: spirits and to 
look forward to the next party with apprehension. His 
fears we~·e prophetic for, in a few days, he met his fate 
at the hands of the first body of federal troops that made 
its appearance at the place after the evacuation by 

by Lieuter..3.nt(B,geiJ Jones (-on April 18,186!) • ~ - -
In a claim filed a6d .. !l.st the United .S-tates on be:1.alf 

of frederick A. Roeder's Estate orr 3eptoinber .5,1873, Jor.n Jo 

Kern si6net~ n. 3Worn st~te:::ent in which it was recor4e.d 11 Thut t''r.e 

~ 
i 
I 

saic:1, :Frecle . .cick :,. • P.::i8dGr was accic:sr..tl::,r k: .. lled b:,r Or.e of tie Memters 

of the 9th R8 gir:e:-:t of New Yo:::-k ~l'oluntGer Infc1.ntr-J., 1 Colonel 
43 

In a se'!::md 

sworm state:nent taken on s,.!'#P' . r,·:~-:ie, P.oeu.er 1s son-in-law~-?~ 
#' I I t , I I ,. I I , 

remarked: "The :-:0eder children were all Union.. Their f:,.ther W"l.S 

a strong Union man and he heard that the Stars and Stripes had 

been raised on /hryland Heif;hts and he wanted to s ee the St2.rs and 

Str::pes n:;:, ag<;l.J..n and. when he ·went out to see them a str::y ::hot 
lJ.4 

hit and killec:. hj_-r:!. 11 

of Bvidence, p.5 

42. Barry-> Joseph, Strange St.<Jry of Ifarpers FcrrY:t 107-109. 

43.Claim of J.J. Y1.0rn,. E.A. r.ocder E;tstate,. ,Jefferson Co • ., u.va., 
U.C. Court of Clai.i1s, Cong. 10.537,, under A.ct JuJ..:-r h.,18fi4. 

l.A 
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Lth of July 1111til Jul:r 21,1G61.,, when a Union J,.r,;; ·.mder tho 
· · n\/ __ , {),.c./tdl~ 

cmrunar..d of ,ajor C,e'.'1.erc>l ?.obert -n-~ ~terscn l)o:.:!cupied 

the town: 

It was sad to see the rapid demorilization of the people 
at this time and the various phases of corrupt human 
nature suddenly brourrht to light by the war. Not on:..:lY-!.._ ______ (?tl'l'"'-''11"•' 
were the governmcnt~.Juildings ransacked for pfuncler, ~ 
but the abandoned houses of the citizens shared the 
same fate. Even wornrn and children could be encount-
ered at all hours of the day and night loaded with booty 
or trundling \Vheelbarrows freighted with all imaginable 

_,... kinds of portable goods and household furniture. In. many 
jpstances their shamelessness was astounding and it ap­
peared as if they considered that a state of war gave 
unlimited privilege for plunder. Citizens who recognized 
their property in the hands of those marauder.:, and 
claimed it, were abused and sometimes beaten and, sadder 
yet to be related, women were in many instances. Il1')St 

prominent in those disgraceful scenes. Spies were con­
stantly crossing and recrossing the Potomac to give 
information to their friends on either side. and it fre­
quently happened that the same parties were or pretend­
ed to be working in the interests of both armies and, as 
the phrase ::;·oes, "carried water on both si1oulders." In 
the country horse-stealing \Vas prosecuted on a gigantic 
scale and quite a brisk business was carried on by certain 
parties pursuing the theives and capturing runaway 
negroes, for slavery had not yet been abolished by law 
and many slaves were taking advantage cf the unsettled 
state of affairs to make their escape to freedom. 

-'--~.,--.-1 ,_ L5 

Even the arrival of the Union Army, however, did not 

bring r.!1 end to the/~0otLr1g cf private and pt:.blidy m-med 

property in Harpers Ferry. Bci.rry describes this ~ situation 

as follows: 
Patterson's army occupied 

Harper's Ferry for several days· and helped themselves 
to most of what was left by the rebels. Whatever may 
be said of their exploits on the field of battle their 

450 Barry, Joseph, Str2.nge Story of Harpers Fer:by~ 109, 



~chicvements in the foraging line are certainly worthy 
of mention_ in this and all, other impartial histories of 
that 1Jeriod. The Unitf'd States army at that time was 
composed of "three rnonth.'s men" and certainly, it 
must be said that if they were not thieves before their 
enlistment their proficiency in the art of stealing was 
extraordinary, considering-· the short· time they were 
learning this accomplishment so necessary or at !east 
so necessary or at least so becoming in a thorough cam­
paigner, especially while in an enemy's country. Hen's 
teeth are articles the scarcity of which is proverbial in 
all countries, but it can be safely averred that, when this 
army left Harper's Ferry, the teeth of those useful fowls 
were as plentiful at that place as any other part of them, 
and Saint Columbkill himself could not desire more utter 
destruction to the race of cocks than was inflicted on 
them at Harper's Ferry by General Patterson's a.·my. 
Indeed, every thing movable disappeared before them 
and, at the risk of not being believed, the author will 
declare that he learned of their carrying off a tombstone 
from the Methodist cemetery. What they wanted with it 
he will not venture to guess, but a regard for the truth 
of history compels him to relate the fact. It may have 
been that some company cook wanted it for a hearth­
stone or it may have been that some pious warrior de­
sired to set it up in his tent as an aid to his devotions, 
but certain it is that six or eight soldiers of this army 
were seen by many of the citizens conveying it between 
them fro!!!,_Jhe cemetery t~their bivouac in the armory 
yard. L,pj!Jvli] 2)'1 / 8'"&.LJ --~\ 

When Patterson's men crossed into Maryland on their 
way home-their three month's term of service having 
expired-quiet again, and for a comparatively long time, 
reigned at Harper's Ferry. • L ~ -1.;;

6 
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During the interval of July 4~1861$ the day of Roederss 

c 1°61 - tl th -f-'- 0 ,... c,.ll of I::;:-ec.c:rick death to ,.T".lly 2:-;.,. c or s:r.or y J_ erea. u---, 
A. Roeder's personal property inBldgs. No. 5, 7,, 16, and 16A 

·was awarently stolen. He left no will;, no inventory was 

ever Incl.de or filed of his real or perso!laJ. pro~erty in cpurt 

and the or~ accounting ever made of his estate to the court 
47 

did not t~ke place untj_l 19160 

____ .F h 7. A detailed search of the Will ',ooks and probahe records 
of Jefferson Countv,1861-1900 failed turn up any evidence th~t 

Roeder's estc1.te we..::; rot~·:,ed:• 0ee .1 ~ ' • -r.·.-1 r.iaries Book O,p. 1.)5-156 
1,6_ Bar,-..c:- ,Tosen

1 
h:, Stran[1'e i:>torz. of_· lfarperfl Ferry, 109-110. for 

4 ....- .I. .Y J' __ __s.,<>:.--..,.....--...,.·- 7, _.,..._+ -.-C" D --....l-..- -. 1,.....,,..J,._,.J--. 
ti...._ .... .;, -,P,~ 101/.'.. ~,..,,,.,,.;. .,~~""~-~~ -~ .-,..,~ ~ ~-~ 
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On July 25 ,1861 .'~j or C:-0neral Nathanie:J. P. BarJ::=i took 

posted on lhry~a!ld Hci6}:-/e,~ &nd the r.arnaincler of :::.is co!:1na.nd, 

which totaled c:.bcnt 12,D00 l"len, were cai::ped in ?leasant Valley, 

M:i., to the east of 1-1a.ryland Hei6hts. From August 1-3 ,1,361 to 

February 25,-1862, !ceither arITI'J made any real effort to hold 

Harpers Ferry. Union troops Fere close by ,. but Gor...:oder.:-::.e 2.nd 

1"ederal patrols,. each i..."1. their tu.:rn., moved through the desolated 

town. 

C Evidence on use of the F.oed.e:r lluiJ.dings during the Civil 'ilar: 

In October 1873,. acti!!g as the ad...~r.istrator of the Frederic!-:: 

A. Roeder Bstate, John J. Kern pres:ented a clair.. agair.st the 
(JO 

United States ih the total amount o:.' $ S04,for t:-:e re~t of 

three builc1i.-rigs in the tm-m of !fo.rpers Fer:r"J_, '\·.r. Va., that were 

occupied by Federal troops under the /it1. conTl'!and of Colonel 

p Baxter of the 72nd Pennsyl•rani?. Fire Zouaves, and others, 

for militiary purposes on or about Jufy 25,1861 'J.Iltil on o~ about 

Marc:h 25 ,1862. The rent cla:L"'!l was i~,fi.. calculated as 

follows: 
c-:1:rich) 

11 For Rent of Brick Ho:15e(:Dldgo No. ~ on H:;.i.."1.~treet 
from July 25, 1861 to 11:J.rch 25 ,-1862 ( ni.'1e ::ncnthAs) 

$ B .JI_ - - ,t f., at l oOO per hvnth ................................. ~ 1~2.00 

11 For Rent of Bn.kery (73ldgo 16A?) on l"hin (ttigh) 
Street fror.1 July 25 .,1861 to i-hrch 25 ,1862 
at$ 20000 per I1onth•••••••••••·•••••••••••••••••• 180.00 

(_ i Bldg:. • ., l Uri. ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ J42 .0£ 

"ForK. Rent of two-stcr;;r Bri·~k House(Bldbo Noo 5, 
with-~even roomK) on Potor:i.c-ic Street from Juljr 25, 

1861 to March 25,1862 n.t $ 12.00 per month ••••• ••• $ 108.00 

For Rent of tij()-storY, Bro.ck Ho1we (Bldg. N-o. 7, 
with five ro~) on 1Jotomac Street from July 25,1861 
to M3.rch 25,l8b2 at$ 6.00 per I-bntho ............... $ Sh.00 

liin+.!:l1 • h t'r,1. rv·, !,R 
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The sworn statenents of Jo~ J. and l'Jary L. Kern, and James R. Roe::er., 

·taken in Sept.ember .5,1902,. indicates that Bldg. No. 16 was used, ic::l,i/ 

by the Union Arr,ry during th~S61-62 ~riod c:.s a post office,, headc;_uarters.,. . . ' 
. ~ 

arid Quarters for the officers;: Eoe\ier 1s bakery.,. Bldg. 16A,, was u':.i1~ed 

by the arJ71Y to bake bread; c:.nd the first floors of Bldgs. !fo. 5 and 7 
AJf'-C.C~ 

served as stables for ar~r hore:ss and the upper floors to store hay.,, and 
h9 8fp~ for milit,.'.lr-J purposes. 

t). l;:!..y ti::·.%· F ·of the Frederick Ao I'.oed.::;r Estate., 1866-1916 

In the 1870 1s John .r. Kerr., c:.cting as 2:::i':'linistra tor of 

the Roeder Estate began selling off the real property so that 

~money tli;iils realized could be dividi:;d among the seven heirs. 

Roeder 1s property was lio.uid.a.ted as follows: 

Date Property Price Received 

.• April 3 ,1871. Chrii:;topher Schuster's land in 
Deliver.,. 15 perches and house,o~ 
w:hich F .A .Roeder loanec. $ 350 

$ 376.43 

lhn Dscsnbe~ 12,-1846.Sold to 
WilliBlr.l Ho. v1entzell. (_.,-(.')) 

2 .. Fevu-ar;y- 28.,.1873 Jor1_11 a::id Bary Hofer 1s land and. house.,. 
Lot Noo L~, Block :r.;, Camp Hill, o::i 

which ~ced.er- l.o.:ined $ 400 on Nov(_lO~ 
1856. Sold to J0shua c~valier. 51) 

$ 266021 

3 o October 23 .,1873 John c,. Schustz 's land in Bolivar on $ 500.00 
which Roeder l..oaned $ 500 dm Febru::i.ry 
24{1857. Sold to A.T,. and c.I .• Hopfrood. 

(52:J -~ 

4. May 12~1874 Bldgo No. 7(still known as '",Jhite Hall).,on $ 321.h3 
Wager Lot 15, part of subdivi.9-1:on Lu, 

sold to Charles L. Ho~ood. (_53) 

-
=:)JC - 118~, U .S • Court of Clai.':ls, Abstract of Evidence~ 3 ,4,5 ,6. 

oClairn of J.J. Kern for Rent.,.504.,, Power of Attorney, Dated October 8,1873, 
to N.11. }L:i.crae.,. !fa,tional ArchiYes Record Group Hoo 123. 



.Date Property 

Wc:..r;er 1 ot 16,. idth. Bldg::;,o Ho. 
5,. 16 ,· an c. 16.A ._,sold to 
:Sridget E':J.!'1eigh 2 .. nd Tl':o:ns 

.. J. Burleigh. 54 

53 

Price Received 

$ ·1,000.00 

Total: 1'n/- rr:l"I 

On October 8.,1873., actine ae admir.istrator of the Frederick A. 
,ressed 

Reeder Estate.,. John J. Kern also -/di-#:ff·a. clFtim against the United States 

Go~.re!"'nment in the a1110unt of $ 504.00 for the rent of Bldg. 16, 16A., 7 and 

5; by Ur.ion troops during the period July 25,1861 to ··~rch 25,1862 

The clai.."!1 was presented to the U.S., Quarterrr.aster General .,;;-'~-!!-~i!ll!!lf7"a'51!:'­

under terms of the Act of July 4,186Lr anrl was disal],Qw~by the Third 
A..£,11e- ";fe;J.,._, .~ ) 

Auditor of the u.s. Trearn.1rJ Depart;';J.en)lon J'ur.e l,188)for want of 

. -/t:lii!Jf/ft j':1.risdictionJP.,/4he a:u.ditm) giviTlg as the reason for rej ectio1:-J 

11 that this property was in Jefferson Co.,. West Va • ., one of the/¢,;fi/if.U/ 

counties declared in inst:!'rection, and se·ttlement of the clain is therefore 

barred by Act o.f Feb,. 21st 1867 (~ection 300 1tR11 Appendix Rev. Stats. u.s .) 

which denies settlement of clai=ns for occupatic!'l of real estate in a State 

or part of State declared. in insurrection, durin6 the rebellion." 

Kern,. 20 years later, took the same claim to Congress. On Harch 

1111902, the u.s. House of Representatives Committee on War Claizr,.s 

referred the Roeder 1~+,ate claim to the U.So Court of Claims to be 

considered under the ::SOWlman Act of March 3 .,1883 o The Court disr.rl.~::rnd the 

claim in January 1904., a6ra.in for want of jurisdiction. But Kern persisted. 

50.Deed Book No. 6,, pol09-llO., J.J. Kern to Wentzell.,April 3.,1871 

51. Kern to Cavalic::-; February 28,1873, Deed Book 1 B, p.1610 
52. Kern to Hopwood, October 23 ,1873.,. Deed Book A, p.336. 

51il Jl!o Kern to Hopwood,. ]',fu,y 12 11874, Deed Book E, p. 153-151-1-. 
54. Kern to Burleigh_., January 3,1881., Deed Book I, p.lOl-1--105. 

53 



51 

On l13.rch 3, 1905.,· a resolution of the U.S. Senate ~ referred the 
· · · · . ~ . cla,1,-,,s . . · 

Roeder Estate claim t'o the u.s. Court of C p19Mis.,. this time to be conoid.ered 
1 

under the terms of .. t.he "'Tu~ker Act of ;-hrch 3 ,1887 o The ca:Je was brought"' 

to hec:.ring on loyalty and merits on I13.y 28, 1906. G. W., Hott appearec'l as 

attorney for the~ Roeder Estate and assistant attorney general F. Dea. 

Faust represented the interest~ of the Unitect ~tates. The Court of Cl&ii""lS 

made the fallowing fi..ridings of fact on ,Tune 8, 1906: 

I. 11 It appears from the evidence that the clai.-nant 1s decedent 

(~ederick Ao 1toede~) was loyal to the Government of the 0nited .:itates 

during the late war of the rebellion~ 

II. "During the war for the suppression of the rebellion,. the 

military forces of the United States,. by proper authority~ took possession 

of and occupied, for military purposes,, certain buil.;,ings belon{;ing to 

the claimants,decedent, situate at ¾.rper's Ferry, State of West Virginia. 

That the reasonable rental value of said buildings during the period of 

said occ~pancy,, together with the repairs, inci,~t to such occupation.,. 

was the sum of Three hundred. and twenty dollars ($320) for which 

no payment appears to have been made 0 11 

The U.S. attorney had ?$iW recoY'.111'.ended that the $ ;04.'.J0 

Roeder rent claim be reduced to$ 200.00. The u.s. Court of Cl~ims 
55 

apparently split the difference. 

;._dl>. All of the Frederick Ao Roeder Estate Clam pape!'s .from 1873 to l906 
are now filed in National Archt~re Record C-roup lio.l_..23, o.t Suitla"l.d,H:l,, 

under U.S. Court of Claims JC (Congressional Jurisdiction) No. llB?J. 
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~/'iOb) 
Kern, now in his 70th :'ear I\; had won his point, or at least 

half a point; Tufi?TG ¥ l ½ut 10 more years were to pass before 'the· 

heirs actually recei..ved an:' of tri.e money o Public Law No. 289, 
.. 

approved March h, 1915';. appropriated $ 320 to pa3r the F~ederick A. 
56 

Roeder cla:Lilo This Honey was rAcei ved from the Go-rern.rnent by 

J.W. Gardner,. acting as administrator of the Roeder~ i.~ June 1915. 

Of the $ 320.00,. $ 114 .. 32 went to pay the fees of the lawyer and 

administrators., leaving a total of $ 205068 to be divided ar.1ong the 

seven Roeder heirs. On January 1,1916 each of the heirs rPccived 

a ec1ual share of $ 29 oJ8. Four of the d!tii-seven Roeder children were 

still alive, namely., ~1:i.r:/~L. Kern.,. Augustus HermanJ~ Roeder, 
shar-=-s of the 

James· R. Roeder,. and Julia A. Cole;. the,fthree deceased children,. 

Albert T. Roeder.,, 119.tilda E. Sutton,. a)Ji Ar:ieJtia A. Shewbridge,. were 

c1; V, ~<:e q.'1-Mrcr. 11, . 51 ~--r:;r uheir I\ cnildren. 

... 

A grand. total of $ 2.,6690 75 waG ~ salvaged from the Frederick 
~o 4 \ /.. .,,J;l..'-0 

Ao Roeder~s rent claim and real estat~l87Jf?"915, ir.dicating that each of 

his seven children inherited about$ 381.39 from his estateo 

CHAPJ:l>T No. II!, Fhich follows,., summarizes Frederick Aa Roeder 's 
tv-.:.'IY/ 

Real Estate transactions~)!§{ 1847 to 1861. 

56. u.s.statutes at Ie..rge, Vol. 38, Part I., p,994. 

570 Account Fiduc~ries Book O (1915), p.Jefferson County Courthouse., 
Charles Town, w. Va., p.155-1560 
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Purchase Price Miele value,1860 · C date'[ I price 
.Le Lo-t I See Item 7 Wager lot 32 feet by Septo 7, $1,166066 184h-4S' $1,ooo 392 feet by -]6 120 feet, 1847 erects 2-stor,r 95 f P-et with . 

(Lease-. Lot 16 vacant-~~ house_, 3\; story IlldJ• 16 
on Jan.29,18,J.i_ Bldg. Noo 16 .. in 1860 

2. 
1t L5:C 

Wager Lot 32 feet by 120 Jan. 2,, $1,166.66 Q 0 0 Sr-1e i.t-9rIB 

I ft.)occupied by'-\ 1848 S <1.r..c1 6 
stable owned by i e 

J, ':{. Wilflono 

I 3. " 1848-49 
' item 8 

Wager Lot 15- 24 by 40 feet, Nov .. 2,1a47 $1,000.00 ~2 story 0 
see 

4 Bldt;o 7, 1 r.tory .. added to :C]:J : .. 7 0 

4. f'J-e~qL.J-e- Sold - - 0 June 6, 
Wager Iot 16 32 by 25 foot; none 1848 $ 237000 

va:cant . - to UoSo r-·· 

S. Wager Lot 17 
,tea ql-rf I Gold 
32 by 25 f.ootJ - . - none 0 June 0, 
vacant pi-b1iilliFt to U.3 • 1848 $ 237.00 

6. Wager Lot 17 95 feet b 
2 81 I :.. old _ I - none 0 AU[_,'115t 26, $ 1~166.66 Y -.qfeet > 

balance of lot to u.s .. 1856 
·- ·-

., 
• 7 •hTager l.6 On Potomac Street 1856 erects Bldg $ 500.00 ~onuBi) 3, (_ $ 1,000.00 ) Lot 

end of lot: - - Noo !J, i\~ story_, 1881 
24· by 20 feet-new. 

B. Wager Lot 15- 4 24 by 25 piece 1 L~ Bldg. 7, 2½ story,, $ 500.00 Feb.,13~ $ 1,700000 
includinc that 21+ by 20 feeto 18t:;6 
portion of Bldg 7 to u.so (reduced in size) :1:1;,r 12, l_t,?l!) ( ·q• 321.43 ) - I tr ti -- ' ' 

.,, 
__, __ ,._,., 

fr,•-.- ·--- -
~HH~f-H-;HHf-}~~~-1{-;f HHHHh'HHl-'fS:-, lflHSS:->clf ;r"'"' lHH'cl<-lHH: ·l :~ ~r)~~H~~H*-;h:--i:--;:-;· ' ,:: -;H~- :· -.~1-·~- :H~-3~;(-3H!- :}-:~. :-: -:~-3HHHH~~~ \~--~HH*-·~:- ~~!--)H:·1!-~~-~~- :fa :{--;~;Ht:!- ~~~-;:-;f-¼-·!'-~'. ::- ::-;: :~~~-~}-X-:~- -; 

TOTAIS: Iots 16 and 15- $ 3,000.00 $ 3,340.66 
1860 4 1%D ~) 3.,33.3 032 3 Buildines 

I - . . ·- ·--·-·" - --- -----,. ·--



~ Furn;~hin~s of_,'v.Jl:1i:'.e Hall, BJ.dgo No. 7,:, and Roeder 1s.Storo., 
Bldgo 1,c. 1 ·lu.?9-1061 
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Roeder died on July h,1861 without leaving a w~lI. -~/p.1 i 
his personal property in Bldgs. No. 16., 16A., 5 and 7, was; 

app.arently stolen during July and August 1861.,, when the ~-oeder .fc.mily 

fled for safety to Miryland 2..nd the Roeder building were occupied and 

used by the Union Ar~ o It is certain tha.t no 1.rrvento!'IJ of pe!'sonal 

property was ev~r taken of Roeder 's belongi.'1.g .Lt@l c:.nd filed for 
1,,,-.. ,'P:b/ j 

probabeA as .:/,,1,-r,ras required bJr the laws of Virginia _at that time. 
'\ ~ ~ 

Because of the lack of will c:.nd irnr~mtory.,, or ;::.ey other such documents .,, 

it is impossible to provide a list of the~ actual items of 

furniture that w:ere in any of Prederick A. Roeder 's £'our buildings 

during the period 18!.i.? to 1861. 
1 /N f'-rG ~v, ,..1) -

To assist the~nne:t5p_ t~?CL _Jf the FurnfShing Plar..s2c!' Buildi:!'lgs 

. ~ •<JN ~ .. 
No. 7 and No • .5., the following data~ be ~a_.a:...J...n. the apperni:i)(es of 

this report : 

Appenc.ix I:~'N'ew data on the use and number of rooms in Bldgo Noo 7W. 
White Hall Tavern, in 1861 and 1862.,. ana.Bfucasured drai:·rings of 
the building.,. 8 sheetso 

A. 
Appendix II: Hew Data on the use and nw-nber of rooms in Bldgo No. _5;, 

Roader's Sto!'e1 in 1861-62., ~nd~9asured drawings of the building., 
five sheets. 

a.., 
Appendix III: New Data on the use and n-J.rnber of rooms in Bldgs o lfo. 16 

and 16A, Roeder's hesidence and Bakeryo 

Detailed lists of furnishingso}h!;fi\ UP\:tS, from two similiar Harpe!'s 

Ferry tav-erns of the 1849-185, period will be found in ~ehapters3l a_,{ 
___.. 
VlJthat follow. 
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CHAPTI::P.. IE_ 

· THOW.S and BR.]])GET BOER LY t' IL\RPERS 
FT"1:)".JV ,., '··~:"",H T/"l:'T'P'1'tlS 1."' 85'0-50 .L:".tf.,.1' .. J_ J..t',..VJ.'..&l.t..1.-4 ... ~ -"-I. ,- · ., 

I.~ ~n effort to provide ~ata on the fur~ishir.gs of 
'iive . . 

a c:orr.paraMe Harpers Ferry tave:cn cf the s:ime type, size., 

period, and general location of Frederick Ao Roeder's 

Bldg::;. No. 5 and 7, a study ~-ms made of Thomas and Bridget 

Boerl:y (or Burley's) High Street Tavern., which was located 
situated 

on Wager 56" Section c, from about 1850 to 1861 and1enl:y 

a short distance rP.JYJ.oved fro~ Roe1er's establishmentso~ 

Beerly was chosen becanse he was killed by the John 

Brown raiders on October 17,1859 and in tir.:e of peace., so that 
.tiieie.~i-~. -~,..._ 

his vt1h"i-J&.,C, :·:t,t estate should have been in-.~entoried andJ~ 
• i -fl-. J..,s 
""' will\probated m in a norr:i.al manner(which had been ir:.possi::-le 

/ ~ ~·<iA's-, r .. n:,. r.:..~..-J ;.~ BoerlY's 9rse therefo~ should have 
with RoedPr in/lJuly 18bl), ~~ Rfford~ us with a detaiJ.ed list 

of the furniture in his High Street tavern. But the evidence did 
11 o e:: ,,q I '1f 

not developed as planned: e- did' leave a wd.11 and his personal 

estate ~was appraised and/;:qC{/;';t;f,edprobated as required by 

]aw in Jefferson County,, Vi!-ginia, during the 1;ovember tern of 
1 

that Courto The documents, hwrever" f~iled to yield the 

oesired data on " household stuff," and "bar fixjrores 11 because,. 
r.a.e-( ON ZZ---t-dq.q 

as it turned out.,, on July 8,185!~ he transferred titl~ to · 

11 all household stuff and furniture and bcl!' and bar fixtures now in 

the dwelling house and tavern on Hi6h Street where said Boerly ••• 11 

2 
to his wife.,, Bri'i{get,, on@-. !zskb1o 

·l. Will Book Noo 16, p.162-163,. Jefferson County Courthouse, 
Charles Town.,, W.Va,. 

2o See Deed Dook No. 34, pp.134-136., Jefferson County Court 
House.,, CharJ.es Town, u.Tlo.. 

r:A 
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The 1859 6(ppraisel11ent of hic.\9-crsonal .• estate totaled 
d,c.-f Nof Iv"·• ·tJ •Jd;~ /;<.,•c .. ~-....:-~ ~ 

·$ 455 .oo, .but ~ : z;a ::::t c "silil . 4,El furm.s hings o 

There follows;., a. a biogra:'.)hu.cal sketch of Thor.1as 

and Bridget Boerly., and bo the l8S911 List of Appraisenent of 

the PcrE:onal ,e;state of Thom2.s Boerly .,11 

Ao Bioeraphic."ll S.ket'?h: Thc;1as Dcerly, lil:.:'.-J.F 59 • . 

Thomas Beerly an.d his ,;.rife,Bridget)w·ere both borP.. in. 

in year 18].B.
3 

The histo~oseph Barry informs: us th.2.t 

IrelPnct 

Thom,.1.s 
. 4 

was II a native of the Courrty of P.cscor:,mon in Ireland." 

had arrived i."1 this country by 1844·, for their eldest 
c _, 

They 

~hilct., I·hry, 

was born in Harpers Ferry. Barry des.cribed Beerly as fclloi-:-s;: 
11 he was a man of 

reat physical strength and he was noted for courageo He measured about six 

eet in height and weighed about two hundred pounds. He was a blunt, straigl1t­

:-ward man in his dealing and he was very popular en account of his lmre for fun 

i from that unreasonable tendency of human nature to pay respect to the 
C 1i:,-9J 

•ely accidental quality of personal prowessoA Mnzy- years befor)\ he encountered 

, fisticuffs an equally powerful man named Joseph Graff, who, at that time, 

ided at Harper's Ferr;ro The fight was conducted in the old border style 

rought and tumble;\ including biting and gougingo Night alone terminated the 

unter and the combatant.es parted with their mutual respect greatly 
~ 

snted and with a great ~ accession of glory to both. The ~ adn.:i:eers 

~h party claimed a victory for their champion, but the principals themselves 

3o Census of 1850, Harpers ferry 11:icrofilm Reel lfool2., P• 415. 
They both stated they were 32 years old and berm in Ireland. 

4. The Strange Story of Harper's Fer!'"IJ~ 84. 
5 • Census of 1850. I1:i.ry Boerly,. aged 6 in 1850 apparently died 
before 1860) because she is not listed dm the 1861 Census. 
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"wisely divided the laure:IS and never a;:ain jeopardized. their " . 

reputation by renewing the contest." 6 

'I.YJ. the censu..s of 1850 Boer]~- listed his occup3.tion ac 

11 Jla.borer" ant:'l ne was probably employed at the u.s. Armor:r. ifa harl 
., two girls .J.nd a boy 

three childre:::i r2.ngi:16 in age fror1 two to sixo BetFeen 1850 anri lf:5.3, 
~ 

Thomas Doerly opened a tavern on ·wager Lot\'56.,, Section C. Surviving 

evidence suggests the Bridget Boerly instituted t::is develcrn~ent /J -.-
aey f! o~,r/~. lv,;'\'"!,?;:;=~e-vt1 ..,_,1.. rto,~:d ~:ftf 

a:r..d operated the t3.vern. In event ,lJ!$1}fzh~~~~~J'Y)Ychc>se<.1 /}f'i.:r 
i,,s I t N 28 ,.J - tA ~.r 36 -f' th '" .,_ t -" ·' t · r ,ager ,o o. .J.l:.1..:. 1.0 11V .. ~o. ~rorn. e .us 1,8 8 o_,_ ---.ar in .,:race 

for a total of $ 6 76 ~ fr!j;,;;, .h{~. r7 1 t{_t._;{ r"'"'-, 7 

Boerly 's !B.gh Street tavern was located in a three-stcr<J 

brick and stone house located on Wager lot 56C;. buildiq~ and. lot 

w.ere owned by the estate of Gerard B., Ha.ger Qnd leased by Euerly., 

Beerly needed money in 1854 2..ndon July 8 of that year received 

the loan tilt from his wife and put W3.~E>r lots 28 and 36., 2.nd 

his"hous_ehold stuff and furniture amd b2.r and bar fixturesn ,. as 

has beep noted,- into .trust with -Michael :Doran.,. as security for the 
;TZ-e 

loan. In the deed of trust, 'rhoP.BS Boerly stated Bridget Beerly} 

7 o _. Andrew Hunter .special commissioner for e::::tate of Hartin . , ~ 

Grace to Thomas Boerly.,. Nov. 1853, eed Book 39.,. p.4 77 o 

Lot Noo 28 had a frame buila:Lng 30 by 21.;. • on it which h['..c1. been 
built in 184h U..'1der a leasehold 2.rrangement by Rid:.ard Dorano 

Dbra.n still held t:q.e lease and title to the buildiJ1g. Lot Ho. 36 
had "an olc. stone house" on it which fronted on High Streeto 

' . ;, 

60 



61 

his wife, had been keeping a '1 t<'.vern boarding house out of 

. which f:t'o!'l her e:xi:;ellent ~r.re and J:.abor considerable· money wa::, 
8 

Pl.c"'.C.8 0
11 

A • 

---=--,------ V Beerly 1s tavern w:1.2 located on lJationa.l Park I.and alcr:g 
~ ~w..;,.-r~ . 

High Street ·hut,\ is c1oe }-anger extant, hann6 been dem0lj sh!3d 

~ ~~~~nee and tavern was a three story stone 

in 

the 1930 1s. 

and brick structure with a gable roof and a chi.'i'.ney centered at 

each gable end. A t,,ro-s~cry uncovered wood porch extender'l.. across 

the High Street(front) elevation. The front, ansl re2r walls~{he 

south(left) gable wall ap:p-::ar to have been constructed of .. brick/Mk-14. 

the north end wall Fas of stoneo The house was about 30 feet or 

four bays vride.,, 17 feet deep at the south end and 12 feet deep at the 
(:iee T,hp no. S.) 

north(right) end.!\ Two doors in the oecond s+,ory level were located 

in the first and fourth ba~s [tnd the steps froY:J. the l'pper porch to 

the street level were located &t the southern(left) en~. A two-story, 

two-b2,y-wide stone wirlg ndjoined the main house on the rr'"-1.in axis on 
q 

the nortl1 s:j.de.,J c. Boerly's Dpath,. October Jl?.,1859. 

4I'homas Doerly met his end in the John Brown Raid of 

1859/.o Joseph Barry again tells the story : 

B~ Deed of Trust,. July 8,1854~ Deed Book 341ppg134-1J6. 

9 • For a 1873 photo of the Beerly Tavern bJ rig. on Lot 56C, 
see Snell, Charles w., "The Business Enterpr:i.8es ••• of tl-:i.ry,ers 
Ferry Lower Town Area.••" ,-Po 197~ Plate Xo (HF-33). 
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11 .A. little before 7 o'clock, a ... 111. (-on. October l7 .,1859), Hr .. Alexander 
-brisl-: - 2~ 

Kei]y(:ai blacksmith., who resided in a..~~ouse on Wager·Lot_Nod~ High 

Stre'etj approacg,ed the corner of High and Shenandoa.i."l. Streets:(: by Bldgo Noo 

12,, located on Wager _lot Ho. l.5.,,_ subdivision No. I} c1rrrJ.ed with a shotgun., 
J 

for the purpose of discharging it at the ;Ci)invaders. No soon13r did he 

turn the corner than two shots were firerl at him and a bullet was sent 

through his hat<> Immediately aften-rards., I'1ro ThoIT'..aS BoerJ.y approached the 

same corner with the same purpose. He was a man of herculean strength and 

great personal courage. He discharged his gun at some of the enelJ\Y who 

was standing at the arsenal gate.,, when a shot was fired at him by one of 

the party who was crouching behind the arsenal fence. The bull.et 

penetrated his Qoerzy 1~ groin.,, inflicting a ghastly wound, of ,-h ich 
I 

0 
/ 

he died in a few ~ hours:.n (See !-hp };oo >). 
The census of 1860 reveals that Boerly left three children., 

two bo:v-;Sd and a girl: Charles., 14;: Elizaoeth., U; ar.d Thom.as, Jro,. 
year50.L< • 

81\, Bridget., his widow., listed her occupation as 11 ~'erchant". The 

Va.:iue of the Real Estate owned(Wager lots 28 and 36) at$ 1.,_500 and 
10 

value of her personal estate at $ 600) $ 2.,100 total valU':!e 

Historian Barry once again provides us with our fink.,_1 look 

at the Boerly family in the period following the ~John Brown raid. 

9. Jospeh Barry., The Strange Story of :--farper 1s Ferry., _51-52. Kelly OIDl.ed ~-h, Ger 
10. Census of 1860., Vol. 12.,. Vao, p.195. l I.otE: 23,24,. ~nd 2¼1...Pfj. 
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l,fr-. Beerly 's ~age (:in 18~2) was about forty-

hl;-.ee- years. F.e W?-S married ar;i.d he left three _childreno Hi~ your:isest child 
rJ ~ . 

homas, junio". still resides at 11arper's Ferry and is quite a prominent citizeno 

rfe was mayor of Harpers Ferry in 189~) oHe has in.c'lerited the great bodily pm,'l'ers 

rrd the many genial characteristics of his fathero The State of Virginia 

mted a small pension to the widow but., the war breaking out shortly afterwards., 

e received no benefit from the ani"luity until at the restoration of peac~ her 

lm was brought to the notice of the state authoritieso From that time., until 

death a fer,.r years ago., she was paid punctually. Mr. B~rly kept a grocery 

~e and was in very comfortable circumstances (rii 1859) •", ,, - -

>.toc'J..."'lents relati:ng to llA List of the Ar;pr2.5se1:1ent of the perso:r.al EstR.t.e 
cf ThOl"lC\S Lcerly; docs. 1 r.:!o.c-e., .:Jecer;b8r 1,1859: JJ.2 

~inia 
~erson County 

In the County Court 
Nov. Term 1859 

r~ Israel 1 V /')-
Ordered that William McSherry.,,~ Russell., and Thomas Gallaherl\first 

>rn, appraise the personal estate of Tho+s Beerly.,, deceased, and make 

iort thereof according to I.e.w •••• 

·gin:ia 
'ferson County to wit: 

IJJoseph L. Russ•ell., Justice of the Peace in and for the County 

Jefferson., in the State of Virginia., do certify that Israel. Russell and 

le McShen"Yf two of the persons named in the annexed order of Court, 

rsonally appeared before me, in my County aforesaid and made oath., 

s 8' 8r::' In 1B69 Brj_dget B'<erlV.;y/urchased 
rry, Stra~ge torv of Harners Ferrv,p. L!.- .:,J•wager Lot 18(~;;(;600) an:~: 29($ 80) from. 

6 6 6 C 1 T r.r V the U .s. J.l Book No. 1 , pol 2-1 3., Jefferson County, har es own, rvo ae 
f..".l 
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ccording to Law.,, to appraise the personal estate of Thomas Boer.ly, decs:., 

h~wn to ·them by the Ad.mix B. · :M. Boerzy and make a true return thereof., 

n pursuance of the law.,, in such ..s; ases ma.de and pro,:.r;L1a,. 

I\ V 
Given Uhder rey hand the 1st December 18.59 Jos. L .. Russell • 

• 6'I Williar.i HcSherry was the "SuperYisn:rjP of the Public \Joodlands 11 for th8 
U.,S. Arma-r-J at Harpers Ferry. He was in char[;e of the J.,.455 acre::: of 
U.S • .forest 1,.=md located on :,oucloun lieights. w.s job.t which paid$ 100 
a ye£.,, was to keep pilfers of wood and trespassers ·or squatters off the 

S u.s. woodlands. .. 

~. Israel Russ:ell was a Haryers :5'<=:rry ~rchant. He had oper.2.ted a fish market 
anda!168 boats on the Chesepeahe ar..d Ohio C,::ma:ra:. in the 1850 1s • His doreJ 

from 1852 to June 1857)~{;:-' __ ~..,. located in Bldg. No. 43. 

5. Thov.as Gallah::i.r was a F.arpers Ferry "Liquor Grocer.,'! 



1) 
A List of the Appraisement· of the personal Estate of Thomas Boerl y 

dec·s. present ·therefore by .,B.M. Boerl~., Ad.~ and made by us 1st day 

of J.Jecember 18.59, in compliance with the annexed order of the County Cr:m.rt 
~ ,, 

of Jefferson County, Virginia, at its November Term 1859: 

1 small carriage: 

1 grey horse 

l saddle &.. briddle 

$ .50 .. 00 

20.00 

10.,00 

$ Bo.oo 

Amount brought forward(!9 Page 163) $ 80.00 -
JL gold watch - - - - - - 75.00 

1 note of James- & William 
Boerly dated Ms.y 3,18.59 
for $ 100.00 ·- - - - - - -1.00.00 

l. note dated ~ 2 .i-'.hrch 
185 ('[} payable 3 years 
after date for $ JOO: - - - -J00.00 

$ 455.00 

We the undersigned being duly sworn to appraise the personal estate 

of Thos Boerly make the following return to the Court_, and believe it to 

be Aorrect. Israel Russell., William Mcsherry 

$inia 

Witness to W oM. .i1cSherry 
0

-h .~ 
A .M. Ki tzmill~~ 

Jefferson County. Test. Clerks Office of County Cou.rto 
On the 13th day of January 1860$ the foregoing appraisement of the 

personal estate of Thos .• Boerly decs. was returned to the said officer & 
~~tted to recordoo••• 

(1~1\.rchibald :·.-r. Kitzm5 .. 1J.er was emrylovP.d e.t the U.S. A.J'."1:.o::'.'"<t aS the ·V,t I \ J,. t .., 

Superintendent s Clerk (l.ihi.8f Clerk). 

'-, ].6. Willi Book No. 16 ,,,:? 16i J -+'f , P•..!lD-- .., • r-L. er~on County Court., Charles Town, 
w.va. 
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CAPTAIH JOHN A.. GD.Sort• 3 "GR~EN HOUSE" TA VERN t High Str8ei; , 
1%8-185!. 

In this cc:qparable study 0f Harpers Ferry tavernc·, data is 

presented en the actu~l furnifiltL"'.lgs of the Green lfouse Tavern., 

whic!i W?.s located en H3.cer Lot 55A,, only a short dist&nce from 

Roeder's Dl~gs. No. 5, c>.nd 7 ~ nr:.d whi.r,h functioned during the 

period 1848-lE.5'6. This chapter j_s d.i-_rided b.to five parts: i~-/5 
lJ..d) 

a biographical sketch of the ~e of Capta:i.n Gi::::so~, 2.. 'brief ar~hit8d1.1ra.l 
1 .... t 

description of the Green 
'ft-1' 

will; the A~praisenent 

House Ta,,_rer?"'. h:1iJ.rl:i.n.g; 'la copy of GibE'0:': 's 

of the Sb.ves and Personal Property of 
f,/ij 

John A. Gil)so!'., decc\,- ri.ade August lB .,1853,; and the List o-!: ~fllfi 
~ 

the Property o: his estate ~old Septe~ber 8.,1853. 

John 

about 1839 to 1853 operated ~ several boats on the Chesc.p9c:.ke 
l 

and Ohio Canal fror.i. Harpers Ferrv. His two boats; of the 1839-hS 
~ 2 ff "IA Pc V':. h" /f Iv 'if 

period were the Hurh Smith and Andrew Jacksono His first aclvertisercAnts 

1 
appeared in the newspapers c:1-'uri:rig the sprin;; of 1839 and one reads as 

follows: "FISH, OYSTERS &. PCYrATO:CS.- The subscriber t2kes this 

opportunity of inforrrJng the public,. that he has on hand a large c:uant::.ty 

of Fish .. Oysters and p~tatoes., ,;hich "le will seJ.¥low for Cic.sh., if 
immediately called for. He will also :r..ake weekly trips to Hashington., and 

furnish tl-ie citizens of HarpersJ\,rry with all the deJlicacies of the 
season,, fresh and in good order. " 3 

C• Deed of D &. S .,, Gibson to his sister VirGinia Gibson,, lfov. 7 ,.1845, 
Deed Book 27,, p.4l'.74t 4? 0 

• Harpers Ferry Constitutionalist.,, !11y 1,-139 ~Po4; also Virgdi.nia Free Press, 
ApriI 18,. 1839,. p.3, Co4o 

1. Place ar.d ~rear of birth from National Archives Record Group 29. 
Records of the Dw:eau of thA Cen2us,: .Population Schedules; of +/ie 
7th Censu8 cf the United ~tates,. 1850., Vol. 12,, Virginia,p. 145. 
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In 1840 Gibson decided to expand his business. On August 31 1 it~~ 
he leased a 30 foot wide by 20· :.'oot deep portion of _the lot_ South. ) .- . · . . . . - < s~c-f,,.;,,/ 48--~ r(a,JJ C_ 
of the W incheste!' Att.1 ;.; ; /?f:c and Pcto"'l.cl.l'.'! h.1ilro:,.d 'frack from Gerard B. 

I\ 
Wagero The _t~n-ye.S:r lease began Septenber 1,1840; Gibson agreed to ... 

pay an annual ground rent of $ 40.00 per YA::tr.,~to erect a building 

on the vacant lot within two years., z..nd to pay all taxes· and assessnents 
4 

on the propertyo Gibson next entered intc a second lease, effective 
( 5 t:Cf;cN° C) 

Harch 1,1841, fer an adjoinine 30 by 20 foot portio~ of the Lot Sc'.}_+,h 

of the 11. &.. P. R.R • .,. Track with G. B. Wager .. Gibson ag:-eed to pay 

$ 30.00 a :,-ear in ground rent on this section and also to erect a ho~se 
5 

on the loto 
l~.us JV'V( t c 4 

In the period 18lil-43 Gibson ~r€lc"tel"i a do1.;.ble frame house., 
// 

two stories-, about 60 feet long and 20 feet c.eep,. whir,h covered 'tcth of 

his leased lots. Captain Gibson apparently operated this pla_ce as 

a eating and drinking house,. perhaps under th8 care of his sister, Virgi:riia 

Gibson. On November 7,::.-345,- he assig:::ed his J.13ase to one-hal!fof ... lo~C 
cf1=,:ic :h ts-2, a .•. n c, 6 

and house~,{'o Virginia in return for$ 120, and on April 7,1846 the 

brother and sister sold their leaseholds and rights to the two hou::ws 
7 

on those lots :.'or$ 650 to Carey Thompson,. a Harpers Ferry tavern keeper 0 

'vvt'-<1 
'ho-Gibson/~ not goi.~e out of busir.ess but apparently ~erely 

changing t~ place of business. On July ].,.184 7J Ja..."!les A. Gibson 
1-e'.'5 ,,_ vacant 

purchased William C. Kirh:J.rt 's ~leasehold t~ ~ager Lot 55A,. which :fronted 

about 22 feet on High Street~ for$ 35.00o The annual ground rent of 

$ 2-0.00 a Jrear went to Noah H. Swayne.t owner of the lot. The lot had 
for l.O years~ 9 

originally beeUleased~effective from July 1,1840. 
4. Deed Book 24., ppo318-319, Lease, August 31,- 1840. 

5. Deed Book 28, p .. Jli3-144o 

6. Assignment of Lease_, Deed Book 27,. Po419-420. 

7.Deed Book 28,-p. Jli3-Jlili., Deed of B.&S., April 7.,1846; Also Deed 
Book 29, ppo485-487, Lease, Septenber 1,1847. 

Bo Assignm.:rnt. nflPr.l!';P_ .T,11,r ,_~ 7R),7_ DPP/1 Rnnk- ?O_n_,,,.,_,,½_ 
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During the fall of 1847 and spring of 18h8,,~ 
. . C\.. 

Capt~in Gibson constructedAthree and one-half storjr b~ick 

house on leased. Wager Lot 5;::A.,, on w;hich, as we have seen (~ee page ]7) 

L'1 !!o~ he opened his nr; e~(;~::::~:g ;cu;~/ f, _) 
wh:i_Gh he called"the C-reen Beuse," . ; J . 

While the II Gre13n House" building was U..."1.der construction,. 
~s 

Gibson ~ce of busi~ess fron 1847 to 1848 was siuuatcd in the 

basern.P:!'lt of the 1:J.rge two and one-half story brick structure on 
ll 

Wager lot No • .51, at the cc!'ner of High and Shel)ar.c.oah Street::::. 

The first floor of the lot 51 building was obcupi'::ld by thA ~r 

goods store of Ro s. Littlejol'n1 and ir. A::,ril 18.,.~ 18h7., after 

listing the goods to be found in his stcre, Mr•. Littlejohn ir,..:'ormed 

his readers: " ••• i.."1 addition to the above.,. the basement, of his 

store roor.i is a:I);;,rcp::.:-iated to the use of Gapt 0 J. Gibson., where will 

be fou."1<l for sale., at his 'J.sual low p rices.,. HeITing,, ~had., Salt., 
12 

Plaster,. Tar., and all other articles in his line :.n their season." 

Gibson's "Green House" on Wager Lot 55A continued to 
/~~ 

function as a tavern from 1848 to 1855 or ~o By 1850 Gibson 

had married a Virginia girl, Ann Amelia Gibson(nee Keeman), probably 
13 

of Winchester., then only 17 years of age. They owned one slave, a 

girl. Duri.."1.g the period 1851-53., Gibson may have been semi-retired 

from his boating business·, for Isr~ Russell wno acth1g as Gibson's 
retail 

agent and operating a fish market which was located on Wager Lot 
S-f 1\.£., /JO ~ i.,-..... 

47,. in the Ba_sement o~ Bldg. No. 43.,. i;...~ear=:6tex2 L .f., which was 

owned by the Lstate of Martin Grace. 

10. Virginia Free Press, Novenber 23 .,1848.,poJ .,c.3. 

llo Jbid 0 ., i1arch 18,18h7 ,p.3,c.l-1-0 The lot 51 building was owned by Noah H. 
· A4 Swayne. 12.., Ibid., April 29.,lu 7,. p.3, c.3 .. ; also 1'1::i.y 11.,18~8., po3,c.l. 
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Captain John A. Gibson died at Harpers Ferry.,. probably 

_in his re-sidence located above the !?_Gre0.n. !i'.oom" tnvern,. on 
. . ~ . 

Aug1.1.st 3 ,1853 in his 38th year. The total value of his Vi:rcinic. 
twt> ... 

propert.y(which "'did not. incJ.:ude'-' the can~l boc1.ts in '.1'a.ryland) was put 
A 

at$ 1,598.72½. This fieii~e included$ 348.72 for the value of the 

furnishings of his residence ari".. 11 Green Housel',. $ 150.00 for the t!iiD slave 
l& 

girl, and $ 1,100.00 ~ vaJ,1e of his 3~2 story br:.8}: bnili:l.ing on War;er Lot 
16 

55A. L'l'l his will Gibson l.eft all of his est::.te to his 20-ye:1r cld 

wife 11 so long 2.s she !'13.V remain sino-le after my death.11 In the event she ., 2ZJ- 6 ~,.;JJ. fj-t)-= 
rp.married .. Gibson then directed ban1:-:;1+,b 311 rAmaining nropert0

.r to Hrs • 
., • :r..7 - "If 

Rhed~a Q Ao Kp,=;nan/' my mother in ::..aw." The pu1)lic au.ct:..on of 
\,.J~""'-o 

James A. Gibsc~ 1 s personnl belongings anri furni'i(fire, tiheld at Harper~ 1''err;:.r 
18 EJ::'3ctl>f11t..-c 

on September 8, 1853,reali.zed a total 
J c;;-s ~;., -te) 

the John/~ A. Gibsonl\.,which :::overs 

of $ 301.8020 Tl:'f\}i:.cco1mt:..rig,'4:t for 

tr_e l)eriod 1853 to 1857.,. ~ be 

found in Will Book No. 15., pc.ges 315 to 324 inclusiveo 

b. Architectural Descripticn of the1:Green House:'Tav_e_rn B;1ilding1_ "\--Te.g_er 55A: 

Built in 1847-48 by John A. Gibson.,, the 11 lireen House" was a tr..ree-and 

~ one-half story brick structure with a gable roo-Jl • A single dormer 

pierced the front(High Street) roof slope and the third story rose 

above the cliff in the rear ~nd opened out on the public walk. There 

wais no cellaro Fronting on High Street., the building was about 22 feet 

or three bays wide and 28 feet deep. The doors in the first and second 

stories of the front elevation were located in the northernmost( r!ight­

hand) bays and there w:as an iron ornamental balcony one-bay 1,ride set 

before the second story door. Wi."1dows had six over si.~ lights c.nd were 

15e Virginia F~ee Press, August 11.,1853, p. 2, c.7. 

16. Will Book No. 14, P• 74-77, Jefferson County Court., Charles;,< Town, W. 
Va. 

17. Will Book Ho. 11+, po8• 
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topped by flat brick 

located in ~south 

c-1.rches,. Th<:re wns a large pair of enc. chirmeys 

(left-h2.nd) · wall. (It is possible tha+, these 

. aiso 
chi!'lneys · !:k.1.Y r:.:1. ve been 

I\ 
::,hared i::-i common with 

5 wv, -t::.,.---f . . 
t 'h o -i;o_,.i,.., on ;,: -··c.:e~ · ~-r,t. 
··- ~- ~~d.b ..!. ~ 

54 A). The inventcry of t_:0ods rr.ade August 18.,185.3., sum;ects that the 

Green !fouse tavern occupied the entire first floor/;t:;f::;!ri as one 12..:'ge 
c.nd th2.t 

roor.1; c:bove were a !-:5.tchen., dining room.,, par let'., ~ three l,edrooms., di i' vr 
on ;.,LR, 

a total of about seven roo"!ns/~ four J.eveb"' ts.~ upper 2~~ 
!\a.,){~ 

stories ~utilized e.s Gibson'~ residence o Located on national Park 

land., the U;:iger Lot 55A building is no longer extant,. having been 

J.9 
demolished as a ruin in the 1930'so · 

Codicil 
m •r;, r "' 1 ,.,...,~ • ri. ,.1 , I • f I '..:.i 

C'o _1._·I-:L..,_' -~-· I_.u_T:r.,..,....,,.o_F..,..,.J""'C"";'"'~:'_r_1,__._G_Ill_S_c_:_r", _~_· Y_o_v_e_m_,b_e_r_;_0_~&,,_-_o_;;_2'._,r:i t:::. 'fr,,,.., ) . I.. i •.. # of 
A t 3 7 >i,.,~ ugus , ,-'-.::>, 

19. For a c:a. 1882 viec·r of Gibson's 11 Green House Ta.,_rern" building on 
Wager Let 55A., see Snell, Ch2.rles H • ., 11 The Dus:L.'1.ess Enterprises. o •• of 

Harpers Ferry's Lower Town Area •• ,,.!'., p. 196.,. Plate D::( HF-6hB). 
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C 1 . WI1L OF ·JOHN A. '}I:!3SON . 

71 

I,, JOHN A. GIBSON, ·of the Town of H&.rpers Ferry, in the ·county of 

Jefferson ·and State of Virginia do hereby make this cy last W'ill .1 testafi.f1t 

revoking all other last wills and testaments by me heretofore made 

Ir;ipremis[?J I desire that all just debts be t'fJtitl. paido 

Men.- I desire & be<:ueath.¢> unto :my wife Ann Amelia Gibson Qll the rest & 

residue of my property real personal or mifed ~hich I now own or may 

hereafter acquire so long as she :may remain s,ingle after my deatho 

Hen. 2tld If cy sd wife should marry a~ain, I deYised '& bequeatb the property 

above mentioned, or so nru.ch the~eof as may thereof as may then :!ll8.Y remain, 

to Mr-s. Redia Keer.an, rrry mother in law, .t;or her sole & aeparate use, to be 
' . 

disposed of as she my wish & desire~ & in order more fully to effect this 

purpose, I devise & bequeath the sam; to :my Executor hereinffter named for 

the# benefit & use of my sd mother in law, Mrs. Redia Keenan, as above 

mentioned. 

1-bn. 3rd. I hereby appoint Joseph Duckwall of the County of Horgan, in the 

State of Virginia, the E:~ocutor of this ey last will & testamento 

Witness my hand and s·eal this 30th day of November 1852 • 
John Ao Gibson (seal) 

The persons who at his request wi)(tness the same- Henry B:rown, J.P. Starry, 
Wm. J. ~i Daugherty. "\......:..I 

Codicil to the Hill of John A. Gibson: Whereas since the .L!oxecution oft.he 
within will I have purchased a lot of land in Winchester Va. 0".1 Bradd~9k 
Street, with a brick dwelliP-e thereon, formerly belonging to Jam~s Keeijfan, on 
which I have paid one third of the purchase money & given my bonds for the 
balance. Now my will is & I devise sd property to my mother in law Rheda 
A1Keenan to hold for her sole f& separ~te use, free from the debts or control, 
of her husband, & I will that the same be fully pai: d for out of my ,i;.,state 

& then request t~e trustees,>sssrs Conrad & Tucker, who now hold 
the legal title, to settle and convey the same as aoove devised. 

Aug. 3,1853 John A. G:i bson. 

71 
20. Will T!ook Ira. Jl1 , pp.8-9, Jeffersori County Court House, Charles Town, ~w.va. r 



Vireinia 
J~.fferson County· 

Wtl Boo, No. lit P'\ 9 
J ffe~_o Co~1t§f C,o~t 

Ch r ,s To . ., w • .\ra. 

. In the County C(?urt . · 

At a court held for said County, on the 15th day of August 1853., 

the foregoj_ns last wi~.l & Testamen~ of John A. Gibson,, deceased was prov~d 

72 

by the Oaths of John A. Starry and William T. ~Daugh¾erty., two of the 

subscribing,l~witnesses thereto and on the same day the foregoing Codicel 

to the said will., was proved by the oath of Sanmel Hartley & L. A. Miller., two 

of the subscribing w~tness thereto and the said will & Codicel ordered to be 
...._;;,' 

recorded and afterward., to wit, at a court contin?;ted & held for.the said 

County, on the 16th day of August 1853,. on motion of Joseph L Duckwall., the 

Exector named in said Will,- who made Oath, accordij.g to La:w; and with James Lloyd 

~Edward Carr, Andrew J:1:i.chael Jr.~ Peter • James Bayley., & A:rne A, ---
Gibson, his ~ecurities (the same Security by Andrew Hunter, then 

attorney in fact., entered into & acknowled;;ed a Bond on the penalty of Ten 

thousand Dollars, with condition •• ••• ) 

72 
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75 

00 

50 

25 

2~ 

75 

75 
08 

25 



One 2~ h o,J.r clock 

One c,0,:11 ,; toV'e 

One sett,,c 

One r:ml.r:;-~, 00 negro L-' 

~~".re tl:_c :.1·~'"'rl. )-'"'_':)::,::~ 
J ,,, ·:"" ,~n r,1 •y,1 ,, ' - ... ·- ,. ·Ii 

tt1c. ~;e:;cn~:-;·1:L 

_fo:~c-:oi.~1;.:; 9 
-S:..£.;rY:::l J.,, Fn, G 

Is1~r~el. ft:1; ,J. ol.l 
Ch: .. rle;1 J ch1"1son 

I! 

··-,'i "!. 
l.•,;;. ..... ;..,,.· 

'J 
(., 

2 

6 

6 

,, 
.) 

·,.1r_y·!t 
.J 

6 

2
,, 
) 

00 

50 

00 

00 

50 

00 



1)c.!j-~1g 5.~ tt c :~crJ.:.~t.~· nf · c .... ; 
Duc:kral:t ~~1::(~c~J/J\r on tLc Ft~1 -:l.::~:· c·F 

\r -:~·:t' :5 y,-~,i 

~:._~i 1(~;3 ~ 

Z ;5.~ ,;_:; Crll .:.·.ul 
~; ", 

;~' CJ.} /t 

Purbhaser I'., 0 :···, ,·, , ::>~::: 
------~~~" •. __ _.,_......___.,_,.._ ....... _,,,. ............... ,._,,,,,,,,,----,,,_ •""<--•=->-=-"-~"--~--........... --~ .. -~ ............ ,. __ ,,._.,.,,~_,,,,.,,,_,,_,.. - '.,,., ........ ,,,.., .. , .................. ,.,,__ _,t -~~~,-·. _,,.~.,. ~"""-·""~ .. ~...,,._ ..... .._-._ . ..,.,,,,. ... . 

11 n 

11 fl 

l! n 

Josp Dowling 

II I! 

J 0:.1:'1 Sexton 

Hcril::'J 

Dr" Stephen:-:i o:ri 

Dow]j11g 

John Sexton 

Jo De. Your,g 

Dowling 

Hrs., Young 

Robt Si1:1G 

ll:rn Daugherty (?) 

W:m I:0-ugherty 

Jno Savin 

C:1r~ J.o"t, cf Jr·:r:r,~·Js > C,( .... ~-~~,:__f-·1~:.s 

2pi::cb-:,tr Ge c;:r, hoJf :::.:."::: 

Ono table =~'LCJ can ,'.: lJ,, 

Ono sauce 

3 fl.<:,t 
•r 
_:.,:r·(;: i3 

2 }Jan.s 

rp..,t 18 ¥'l'I'. P, -<- l •..• , ,,,, e:.. Con.tcr~.ts 

Or:c Caster Paidt' 

Or:e Cook:i.n;, 

One pfoeo O:i l Cloth 

Orn 9-'.in EoilP.r 

1+ Bad::ets ?r. ono b2,rrel cove:~ 

One r;a:L:r Veneti.an Blinds 

One half dozen CJl::t0cc:s 

, - 70 

j 

I 

! 
1 I 

I 
t 

15 

1 

9 

~;o 

50 

50 

10 

43 

3/;, 

18 

50 
r 1 r'l'~ . 

:,) 1-,~ 

7 !. 
v•'·-~~ 

h5 

60 

37 

1? 

50 

27 

l:0 

65 

62 

60 

00 

50 



J11ri r:m:; cJJ. 

C;!d of 

? 

? 

Dent 

Dr" H1{~n:1ond 

I• fl 

ll 

ti 1J 

'dr1 Dr-m.t 

J I·I Kerii r1,,to"' e- 0 "' _,_,..L bi J.;. 

Dr.. Ha:r:.nor:d 

H 

Dr., St8pl,e::ison 

Wm.,De:nt 

Dro Stephenson 

Jas Watuon 

? 

1 

2 GJ 

'l,10 P II 

One half do:;,cn ca.in elntr~: at Q l,.?5 

·1/"' C1('7 ·'Jn {. ; ·k.-1& c:d.11 chair;:; 

3 lamps 

4 t1tc:no ;Jo,rs 

Ono 
., 
l 1 l1 "!J fJ t :-.;.~) ·1.r~ 

On:, ------.> Lot of G L:.rpet 

') 

~ 

.) 

1 

·1 

7 

7 

2 

2 

') 
'-· 

I 
l 
! 
I 
t 
J 

I 
! 
F 

l 
I 

? 

16 

00 

?r:'. .,,.,,. 

1'.) 

') f4'J 
.., (, .!; 

')c' 
~;J 

"'_1. 
)/ ;2 

37\:, 

( 10 

60 

30 

37 

90 

7r' 
) 



II 

LJ:J 0 c ,, 
(c(1r:t:l<;r:·-·•d }J,s,. 

ll 

lh-: .. Dent 

It !I 

Do~·rJ:1 'Y: 
, . : I 

Dr,, 

11r1 

II 

111'.'f:l o C2.rrc,ll 

Hm . ., Dent 

II ti 

Ruhon Bayle;::;s 

!·,: ;· -~' J~ 
Ge) 

r, ,, ·, 
\,'J.i .. , 

C: ... 

O:n-.~ 

on boi.l: ··uu.,B down ~;k5rs 

Ji. G1LctJ.ir1 l1olt~.01~r: 

P:S..tcher 

n jJ ti ti 

Oile St,and 

Cne lbc,. Paid 

~· .,, 

7 

22 

20 

9 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

10 

25 

4, 

l. 

".l .., 

2 

:n 

1 

3 

5 

8 

16 

',, 
i 

I ,..f-c. 
\,~ ,J1,.l (l-

• ""'·""="•..,_- _.., .,.,,.,.._.._.,._,_.,..__u, 

00 

6i1-2 

50 

OJ 

00 

00 

50 

[~?1;2 

2r:' _,) 

50 

80 

') r; 
L_.) 

62?;2 

50 

80 

75 

10 

10 

50 

25 

25 

8?};2 

36 

00 

50 

o5 



it ll One bow1 

Orin Pox Clothes l'5J1s 

ti II Gharnbers 30 co 

!l Oue: burc::.:.u 

0:ln 

:st,eacl 

I'v,rl.:b1g One 

Eribb3 One 

One crib & bo1::,:;er 23d: per 

Or:::: Toil.ett ob.rd le COVE.:.T 

0 Currell 

., CarrelJ 

Do;;r1ing 

Dre 
,, 
wtephenson 

ll II 

H 

II One 

:~"S 0C~1rrell 

o ,'3tephern.wn One Fnncy Fire Donrd 

lf 

t1r·s. Dent 1 pr qu:i.tt f!'c:1'10::, 

8? 

$ 

1 

9 

l. 

2 

20 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

; "' 

l,r'. L_.,..., 

25 

60( 7) 

60 

05 

0) 

00 

(.), 
.... '½ 

57 

50 

r) Q ,~. \,.) 

50 

75 

31 

00 

00 

75 



5 RJ 

L:L~;-t; of [l'ror,r:r'Ly of Estate ci.f John ,, " G.S.bson sole: 8th :.:iept, Hl53 
(-;i" 69 of ~f:'JJ. ,Jock Ho., :U; .• cont:i.! 1'V'r1) 

It.em ct· .p 

1 p:tece l''"Lt:Lng Paid 

.J., 1f.,, Kcen-:::.:ri One D., John 

ctso 

65 

75 
-T 

C <l• J0L,8O.: =·• 
y 

Tho u11clc::cr.de;21ed Execut.o:r of ,John A,, Gj.1won deed returns the l'..nnm:0d ,ts the 

of 1853" 

Virc:i.n:i.ri 
Jef:fc:r,:or, Comrl:,y 

Jm;oph L., Dud..11~11 
Dxecutor 

Glert 1::, Office of thP Cc1.~r:t:< 
Cclrt~ 

of the 

I:stnt,~ of tTohn A., G:i.bcmn9. 0ucd \f?.:, returEc::l to the md.d. office a cc.clr:1.itted i:,o 

recordc T-este T., Ji.., Hoare, 

-5-

·-



Tt1 t},;"' ,.,-1.ll(1·' rd' CO·WY,.(''"-j~j ~ Ti,:, Y'}',fJY''' V,:sr·•ry +.p·y·r.:,.L·,.,,, 'S cJ~ t" is' - • ·-"' 'V ·'J .,_ >°J·'"· •. ,,_, .,n_ ,_ ,) L ... • vCL , •. '"~·) ~- c>, --· 

pr,'?SPr:·(:,ul on the actu:11 :<-'urn·'.::,hint.;EJ of ~'~rt,:i.n G:tace 's Hish Street 

Tavern, which functior~ecl durir:t_; the p:Jriod lP!1-?-l8.~i;3 :::.s his residence 

This cha.ptor is 

di vicled into five sectiGr!~t: a., 2. br:i.e.f b::LogrD.phical sketch o.f H.:crt.in 

G·r.'a.00 o.nd M.c; ,·rife ~-~,ry; b,, a brief :1.rchitect1,1.ral c1.escription of the 

ta:v-crn builr.:ing; c 0 a rcil1 :i.El pn::sentod_, ['.S is d.J 
t:Ce :L'iventory of real c.~:Ki. person:'tl _:n·opo:ri:iy of I:;:r±±.n r:c:·,q::;0_, m,1.de Au6ust 

13, 

·,'.)T7""! c~e.;' L-1,r:.':J~crcI"' 1~1-1.ild.~','"\<'"': ,~!n-:.l T:.1~rrr:~n f.:()6J)r:.:r 
___ ,,.,,._ ____ ,.,.__,,_••·-. ••-•ce·,,' _____ _,,_.,_ _ __ . _____ ,,•,.--•. '>--~-N-~ U•- -.~ 

tho of 

:-L~:~J~_-J..,:·1021 9!·Yho (:,·1) .. :rt,f~·r1 ·t.~~:.i~.l lif P- be:foJ.-ie 
l_ 

b<)C::J.rrte the c-:n.cr of ::::ix lnt:..: :bi /;L:: 
'J:f: l:·.: 

!'liS r;.:.~oy)t!J:~,i,-:e:_: l)~,1' cor:~.t11 11 .. 

') 

1.g 0~~8 117-1:l o.f l~11")tin ·-~u.;;\JirJ .. }. 
1-;h~tch hr~ ct~_r•: ct:_) hie.: 0::i.:~c;.1 ;~"I\~? ·i-.ci 

~ ~ ~-;111 Bor,~~ 
11 'i:,o Lu.LllU., 1~; 

.:-;; 1:1.r ~~1 l:[.~ ;;;~'1_·:., ::rl:: :~ :L~; lj :;·t~·!c1. .1.:1 ~)1r .. 
·i,..,.,, ~-,.,.....,..1 • . 1,l .. ~ .r,,._ .. 1. J...1.~.L ;r .. ...1. .. ~. r1 

Ci,,LJL< ... ,._ j 
;:3 1,:c·<:,et. a -,d ·i,z_k;..L-q 

'.i:::~;k fo. 1.? ,r,r,.,99-:.r'()) 1:-i 
,., .,77 },·; •: ··;:'o•,r,r+·] l.,,, ;· '"'0 ~) '-~-~~ '_ .. _ l - t---~- .J .. ~.,~,.J ,i,J,-

f;"' ; :·~,,-r:t- cor:r1·1~t4.er:i:~ t:1.rtt: 
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Ii'"'' 

' his 
. His estate, most respectable for the ti.~e and~ community, 

mounted_$ 9,677.10 in 1849 and.of.this total $ 8.,026000 was in r.eal,estate. 

he accihunting~O(/ (-~'it for. the ad'llir.i_stration of his Ostat.e for du,~1) Z{. 

eriod · July 1.,1851 to J 1y 1,1852 ,indi~ates that rents .JJ/J:/f..Al produced . n . .,,, . 
4,-. 

his st eek in the Shenandoah Bridge Conpa~) i} 

L.OO in dividends,, giving the eatate an &n.YJ.ual income of about$377 .oo, exclvsiYe 
3· 

irry income from the operations/ of a taverno 

~ l-b.rtin Grace first ap:;:iears in the business annuals of Harpers 
a was 

~ry on November 1.,, 1836., when :i:J;Jl:;fa pi11Jlic auction ri~Ui held of James 

Wager's Harpers Ferr:r property. On that dP.;~r,. biddin.g in partnership 

~h Dr. lnchoks !hrmion, a you!'lg Harper 1s 

:-chased Hager Lot No.JI) 47 ,- then a Y2.cant 

Ferry physician., the two ~~n 
o.v SA&-~,...,~i c1a1-...Sf~ 

lo~ largely 0ccu.pied by a !-.igh 

They split the 2;.0 foot wide lot betwee::1 ther:!, Grace taking the northe2.st 

f and 11armion the southwest po:r:tiono In 1844-L5, after first hewing consic.erable 

~ quantities of rock out of the cliff i.TJ. order to create level space or which 

rect a structure,. the two partners constructed Bldg. No. 43,. a 31.:z story 

ne building. Fronting hO feet on Shenandoah and 31 feet feet deep., Bldg. No. 

fas divided into two equal sections. Each half contJi::1cd a large store on the 

st floor and above was a dwelling. Gra:::e 1s role as a builde,..L a'"nd his lon:; 
h--.... Gt,.. -<-, -t, n--...r::J.Jt.f.o "-!.) 

sonal relationship with Dr~ l1arrri O!l s:ueEestr the possibilit:r th:i:) .zace :rna;;r , 

:'l cor.structed Bldgs. No. lC and lll ,. the First ann Seconcl. Ivarmion Ternr.t ffo,1.ses,. 

• Will Book No. 13, p 0 330-331. ~ ,nc.t( kl#'.,. v~ ~ H((S-o, 
• Both Grace and Ma!Tlicn had the delightful habit of faili!lg to le6ally record 
.eeds of property they purchased. This was the case with .1..ot 47. Later deeds,. 
however, indicate that the;ir :must have jointly purchse<l the lot on November 1, 
836. The price listed is est.inwted frol"l what is known for the amounts paid 
or similar vacant lots in 18360 
5. In 1847-48 they acted as the joint administr~tor of the William HcGraw 
sta :te ( HcGraw., a 1:mtcher, died lJovember 1, leli 7 and held the leas eh olds, 
o ~lager Lots No. 22' and 35., High Street),. see Deed Book !Jo.3?ir'•235-d6). 
rtin Grace also riade Dr. 4,rmion one of his executors in his wiJ.l. 
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.{/I, ft"'--rn ttJv 

t}f'l./0-at some date after 
however., 

. Piior. to .the con~tr.uction of the 1840 lg-, a stu.oy of ·'.Jhart· 

will reveal that between 1837 and 18h7, first. by me.:i.ns of leasehnlcls 
Grace 

and the~ by outright p~rchase$ 11art~7\.obt&i:-ed control 

of Wager Six !~ere Reservation Land$' (.iager lots Nao 28 

of a solid block 

to ~lli. i:::.c~us:.vic:) 

that was situated "between the f.r"'.'lc-ry Alley en the Jm,"er le,rA:J. aml Ej_e;h 

Street t.t the upper end. Or. ,~h.e or:posite side o;: High Street he 2.bo 

controlled the/;( use of ~lager Lots :;oo 36 ,md 40. Gr::ce 's intr.:::rest in 

the Armory Alley-High Street area si1::Gests the possibi0_j ty that :1-.race 

mP.y have h2.d sometM.ng +,o do wit.h +,:,.e operation of the p,,,P-1836 EI'0l 
6 

shops ancl ti:!:'pling houses that were l0c2ted alone t:c.:::.t ;..17.ey. (::5ee 

11:p Eo. 3 ±:'or 10-::r:tion 'Jf Grace LJts). 

On October 2.,1847, CTace sold his lea;:,3hold. 2.nd title to 1.:2,;;e:i.~ 
;..,o--, 

Lots 29$ 33, and 34 for a total of $ 4.,790 to the United States S:::ver,n:mt, 

which was c:.cqui:ri:ug the land to wide!l the 15-i'oot-wide Arr,10I"J A1 lo:r into 

a 40 foot wide street and firelane (~ee Cl:c'..J'+, IT ancl ~fc_ps 3 and 4). Ur::iq; 

approximately $ 2 .,.330 of this ::10Y1ey in the ~ µariod Septer.iber 25 to Cc-:.:iber 

9 .,1847,. Grace purchased Wager 28., 30, 31,,. which r'.a.:le h c 'thA r1_aster of Iv-£~ 

Iots l;c_$, 29 tc 32 inclusive (~ee :,fu.p No. L.). 

Grace's earlier tavern may have been loc['._ted i'1 c:::.c> of -:,he four 

housessituated on lot No., 34.,, but fror.i October 18h7 to 1853 his residence and 

one 

6 0 Wneer !..ot No. 34., whi~h w2..s purchased by Grace frorrt Gera-rcl B. ·dager 
en Augu~t A .,1839., apparer:.tly cont2.ined. two wooden C;}e-stor:,r ho1_,_ses, 
,J,/,f?.5 "tir ?.n feet in siZA) ~.nd the other;.>20 h:r l?. fe'::'t-, at thP.t dat~. 

These i::ir:.y h.::i.ve been the pre-1836 cJri:nk:i..ns ::i.onsesJ that ~2.tA:r':!d to i-"rnory 
workmen. 

86 



--------.,.-----------.-------,.-------r-----------------r 
Dat,! of P.:.i·chrcse Irr.prove!ner.ts Estirr.atec1 Dc.te 

SoJ.d 
Sale I 
f:r·ic-::; 1 

\l~.r;er Lot 
:-;o. ,L·::-co.tio~ ;)escription Pi1.~~hase Price: J.11.d~:: \r.,.a].11e 

in ititjf -------1--------·----t-------+------1------·----+---..;::_.!.._._+-------1--_..,;.-~------
lo Hoo 47:, 
east(right) 
half of lot 
Shenanc1.oah 

Streeto 

2. No. 31, 
High Street 

3. No. 3l, 
}>~9,151-J.,. 
Armory alley 

rl~,J(1 il, !Jt>·· 0 .. ._..,. 

·-'!~(' hi ;~$j[."f-J 

Ar,0..0ry Alley 

I 

vacant lot of Uovernber 1, ca. $ 300 
J.B "Wager, ~V'~ 1836 ($600 for 

purch2.ses J.ot from J!!:;Jaes' whole lot) 
with Dr. Hie ho las B o W~ger p,U.J, ...i.r---C 
I~rmion,who took holdJn:;o ~ec,.,;.)lll(.;l,

1 west half of lot. 

Dldg.43.,, 3:1,2 ~,tory $ 3000.00 
stone bldgo ,erectE cl 

in 1Sh5 by Qrace 
and 11:trmion. 

In 184h ,An old 
wood tuilding 

and .some waJling. 

Leased for 15 years ( . t q 
~ t 7 see 1 em., 
ep O $ ' (',...ace rurc"hr,:,.--,!": lr·t 

1837 f l~ h H c• u-.. .1<.l.~.,...., -~ ram l a • uwayn : . J o 1 7) in .<).i • 

1844,011e story 
wooden blrigo of 

little v:ilue 

Leased for 15 years, 
0cto-Jl., 183' from 

Ho2.h H. Swa: ne 

J.8l~4.,,2ft:tory ston~ Aug.8, 
house~ 30 x 18 ft, 1B39 
2 ::.:torv sto:1.e hrn1c e, 

u ~ 
0 0 ~ 18 bo+h .rom L _,_ , J (1 

~artial J.y nE:"t•T. l8tr ry ,erarcl D • 
l ,._ 0r:' "Ha1.;or wooc nn 110uc::c,L;:., 

x 20 ft ; l stn:r:1 
W')C0 li:!t.c1.g. 2Qx l?. 
The woorl houses 
of little vuli.rn o 

$]900 ( 
includj_ng 
lot 36) 

1P 3 9-1 (h-a PT' n renLl, 
8rectecl the tw;o 
Stene fl0US'3So 

bept.17, 
ie,53 
as Lot 
No. 6 

of l~:; ta te o 

-
..,e,rnehold 
sold 

bcto 2,1847 
to u.s. 
Oct.?. ,1r1,7 

to 
'U .:3. 

G 1,577.5c 
to 
Francis 
HcC3.be. 

-
$ 40.00 

$3,oon 

OJ.(l stone hou.s e 
in 1853· 

Aug.,8 see tt.em None ~~G-Jo.oo Sept. 17, ~
6

,.;.:;-
16

_, 
HJJ~,.from 5, Lot 34 1853 to $ ~("O 

Ie:J:sed 
1837 to 
18li7 

Leased 
lR:?? to 

l[ih7 

-

'1crarr1 B. W;: r-er ~- includ3 ni: f"' -r"""- Thomas r ri O ) -4'--------4-_---------4-------,f-·-----+l ,---------t------1--~'¼'-.. -_...1 _Lo_t __ .o_. 4 ... _o ______ _ 

1/f. Lot l!O,j:; ,, Ieased/o~ 

1

15 yeo:i

1
~t.s: a ;:;t.ab:J.e - ~; ll.OQ __ I~ 

1
~

1

;,n,:;
8
~27, 141700.;·0----,lf--I-,-e ,--"l.s_e_d-,

8
--

0 Eieh Street vacant lot 1•ol'ol~L39 .from N.H.Sw ,yneo -~· fw9yne tc l.'39-5 
, ... , _______ ( _______ 1-Rent .,; l.12 P1 r _:'ear---··----·----. -· ___ rnce ~:::bte,l0ase &......._, 

--- - ' ~ lot. 



:fager IDt 
Ko.,Locatior Description 

Date of 
Parchase 

1-=\!rchnse 
Price 

Im~rcvements 
l-hde 

Estirr::-J.teC: 
VaJ..1t~ 

in lfff5,/ 

Dat8 
Sold 

Sale 
Price Leqsed 

?olot No.?9 
High Street 

184h, Va cant on 
High Street end. 

2 story stone hse, 
28 x 20 feet,with 

AprH .. 1, 
18h2, 
frou I1ichaetl 
Foley 

1 story stone 
kitchenr 18 X 15 fv, 
both with slate roofs 
on Armory alley 

~; 1,500.00 s elb Ar-::iory alle;y 
portion of lot, 
28 feet wide and 

63 feet 3 Jnches c1.Eep, 
inclucli.ng stoYJ.e hC1,se 
to the U.S. 

IIouse built 1838-3~. 

Octo 2, 
18li7 

to 
u.s. 

$1,750 

------------------~-----------!----------- ·-----------·------- ---- -----------· ----------- ~--------------------

8J Lot No.32 
IIir;h Street 

~. Int Noo 31, 
High Street 

Hi.ch Street portibn of 
] ot 28 feet wide Octo 2, 

by 62 ft 9 inches 1847 
deep retained by 

Grace 

184! r, l story 
wooden bldc of 
lthttle value, a 
good stone 
fa1-:.ncla tion. 

1%4,an old 
wooden blcleo, 
and some walling 

from 
J-erard B. 
Hager 

Ptu·chas ed 
fromN.H. 
&w-2.yne 
Sept.25 ,181-1-

0 T + !IJ 
3

,,. Jl4l,, a 2-story 
· • _,o '' 1 0

• 
0 brick house with 

Oct.9, 
181,7 

?­
deed r1nt 

recorded. 

$ 1,630 
H; c,h Stree+ b.s.scr•ent,2~ J:- 22 . -,__. ., ..., 

't,-:r,n-rell f:Lnished. 
t, Built lfll, l-43. 

froT'l SR.J111.1 el 
Brei tenr:.:i.ur;r • 

Small log 
tenarnent ,, bu.il t 
lElhlr-11353. 

Orie story brick 
l,uilcling standiEg 
by 1861 

Two sto!'"IJ brick 
hom, e erec+,ed 
1Ei4h:;~~'i«i. 1%9 

2-stor'J brink 
honse over baser'len J 

'1c1.intained. 
T,rvern '.'.c residence 
of C'irace ,lflL.7-53. 

t' 1 0 Apt, 7, 
cf! 1.. 18~0,3 -,p 4-00.00 t 

in~luded 
with ·tt.. 

Lot 31. 

i1ary(G:race) Deck 

bept.17, · 
1853 
to 

·ary(Grace) Deck. 

SeY)t.17" 
lil53 to 

~il,. ?00.,0C +cry(Grace) 
Dec1':: 

:3ept. 17, 
1El53 to 

i-h:ry(Grace) 
<1·1 ...,5<"' ,,,~ .;, ,.:> -'• ~'- Deck 

.1. Lot 28 , 
Hi~'1 Street 

m:.h, 1 frarae bldg After June ? ("35""o,ro)ii;{:~cluilt undPT' ::.ie;:,t.17, .-rith Lot 
30 X 25 /fte13t' B,18Lr7 fror:1 deed not . J.pasehold by l:.i.cl:21 er soo.oo 1B.5J to 36,see 
llt.lf\h1r by llor-'ln,.: .rr.Svayne rr:corrled D.llor;i 12 yrs fror: lnJS. 'l'ronnR l-ioerly item 5)~ 

See item 
2,hscl lease 
lot from 
183?-to lBL 

($ 676) 0 
C _--.; ____ -----------------i-------l------+---~.--:--;;,~,-·'~&'r,;-:-,l;~.-"I"'"~--+-----+-----+------..... {;!'VllJi~ :~·•.'!'!_, ,~.,.,'J }Jt.:. ./e-., .... • 



ilc.ger I/Jt 
!fo., Loca tio, Description 

, 

Date of 
P"J.rchase. 

Purchase 
Price. 

Irnproveme nts 
J,E.de 

Estiw.atec. 
Value 

in lfi99 

Date 
Sold 

IIarpers Ferr-<J 'rom Inventory of the Rea.l & PE rsona1. Estee ;e of :1::...,,,rtin Grace.,, Decct.,.Taken ~ugust 7 ,I8Li9 

(Lot 40). • •• l stable & leasehcld •••••••••••••••• ••• •••••••••••••••••••••• $ 1.0 '.) 

Lot 36 1 House & Lot( • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 600.c )t) 

Lot l&° •. ,. l Frame House & : ot ••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 800.c: J 

Lot ]. new Brick Hous, & Lot., •••• ••••••••••• [e • •••••••••••••••••• 1,350,G d 

1 new Brick Hou:=i 1 & Lot ••••• • ••• I! • •••••••••••••••••••••••• It- 1, 700.c 'J 

Lot 29 ••••••• 1 log house & Lot •••••.•• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 400oC 0 

(I,ot 47)· • 1 House(!2 of Bld: • 43) and L ~t on Shenan i.oah Street •••••••••• 3 _,OOOoC J 

1. lot of 6,round in Bolivo.r°' ,.1 •••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 25a0C 

1 ~Ious e 8.t. lot in IJ ol1doun C ou 1 ty, 11 a • •••..•••••••••••••••••••• 

Totals: $ 8.,026.00 

Saie 
Price 

.. 

. . 

' 

·. ·, 

-------t-------------+-------------i-----------+-----+------+-----.f.------
cx: ------



CHART rl - ,, ...,. 

1. 1ot No .. 4 7:, see Snell, Ch!=t:i:'les / Historic Buildine f:er,o::-t for 
:i3ldg. Ho •. 43 •••• ,,i l,..l.:;1 Sold July 6.,l".l57,Tleec,i'Book 37,pp.151· 

(1836 deed not reco:::::-d0Q). . 152. 

2. Lot No. 31- ~fo3.se,,l!o2.h a. Swayne to 1l,.:::::-tin G!'ace.,. September 7,1837, ... 
· Deed ~eek 22, pp~ 23~-239. 

J. Lot No. 33- T..,co.se.,.!bah H. &,myne to l"hrtin Grace,. September 7,183?.,. 
Deed Book 22.,.pp. 238-239. 

· 4. Lot hO- Lease, r;oah H. Swa:;r:1.e to 1'¼:i.!'tj_n Grace, Febrw:ry 1,1839, 
,--__ Deed Dook 23, PP• 241-242.~ ---------------------

5. Lot No. 

6. l.ot No. 

34., Deed of :C.1. s., Gero.rd B. ~1ager to Iartin CTace~ .ll.116--u.st 8.,. 
1839, lleecl Eco}: 23, pp .. 4ll-'..j.l2. SolJ Gct.2 ,184.7,Iiee.:1 Eocl-: 
No. 28.,. P:?• 364-355. . 

36,, Deed of B.&.s., Gerard Bo ~1ager to l''b.rtin Grace, Augu3t B, 
l8.39, J.J ccd Dock :Joo 23, pp .4ll-hl2 o Sold IJov .1853.,. 
Deed Book Fo. 39 .,,p.4 77. 

7. Lot No.29- Deed of B.&.s., :1,ich.s.el Foley to Ihrtin Grace, April 1,181_~2.,. 

8,. I.ot No. 

Deed Book1fo. ?6,p.43.. Part cf I,ot sold to TJ.S._.October 
2,1s1. 7, deed Book no. 29 ,Po 380. Balance of Lot ::old 
Sept. 17 .,1853 • 

32- Sold by G~r2.rd B. \lager Ito ~ I·b!'tin Qr-P~, :836 to :ece;-:',b3:~ 
12, l34Li- deed ::10-t- reccrrlent H9.rtin Ch•aci:>to i·hry(Grace) Jeck, 

~\JJ1 t:'h' Janaary 15,1855, Deed :Sook 34, pp.339-341. 

9. Lot No. 3J1- Deed of B .& s.~ Noah E. bviH:tne to 11:trtin Grace., Se~tP::iber 
25~1G47,, De0d Book 29.,pp'.234-235. Sold Sept. 15,1853: 

10. Lot ~Jo. 30- Deed of B ..&.S •# 0 ar.:iJ.el Breitenbaugh to .i>k.rtin Grace ., 
October ?,1847.,. Deed Book No. 29,PP•___ • 
Sold uepto 17,1S53: 

ll. Lot No,. 28- Purchased after June 8,1~47 from lfoah H. S1-1z..;yne b:r l-:a.rtin 
Grace. Deed not :::::-ecorded. Sold Novo 1853,. Deed Book fo. ;9., 
p.477. 

½ Sale of 
~ Lot 40 .. Al.ea:se, Noah H. Sr,myne to Comljissioner Andrew Hunter for heirs 

'\ of~1'hrt;n Gr8.ce,, January 27,1858, Deed Bool: #38,pp. 
:}.08-109. 



~ 

tavern.,. operated by his wife 1,~.,::r., were located in the hrick house 
7 

on ~ager Lot No. 30~ Hir;h Streeto- 8. 

90 

I'hrtin Grae~ dien 5_~ lat.e. Apr~l 1849 and left ah ·u..11us11al 11ill. 

There were no chil-:1.ren., EA left a.11 of his. fArsonal propert;<{., his 

two slaves[the wome.n PruElence and the boy Sohn Lewi~ end one-thL~ of 

al"Ji his real p:rope!'ty to his wife. He instructed her to· free the 

black boy when he reachr:;d the c:.;;e cf 280 'I'he remaining t1.10-thirds 

of his real property was to rA di7ided into two equal portions; a share 

was to be gi~:0'1. to the thrcA children of hi.::: brother Joh'1 and the 

other half to the six c:iildren of his sister !'.fa...-.. y., the w:i,.fe of T110:r.1as 

Sexton. Grace i..11.s tructed :::::s executors~ i'Iary Crace and Dr. Nichol&s 

l"i.., ~; o u t + t 1 t · .H ' 't, r1 l =.i. •. ,_ n., o ren., ou· cy rea prope!' y in arper s .. ·erry,- an., a:9p y 

the rents ••• to building upon 2.nc1 :i.l"lproving my said real estate 

according to the:..r best judger:1ent.11 Only after his propertiea l'J.ad 

thus beer. i:"l_t;~oved rrnd when market com1ditions seemed favorable., 

w~re his executors to liquiclate his holdings and divide the 

proceeds from this sale among the three groups of heirs' 

I-1:n~ti~ GrR.ce 's Estate was a:ppraised and valued on August 

ID 7., 1849 as fallows : 

Valu~ of 41.nd and Luildings •••• e $ 8,026000 
Value of stack i::i Shenando2h 
Bridge aomp~r•••••••••••••••••~ 

Total Value of l:~e3 l Property 
450000 

$ 8.,J~?6o0O -
Value of Personal Property••••••••• 976010 
V.:i.b.e of t~-ro slaves 225 "'()0 
G'.':"and Tote. 1-vaf u_e_: --------:.l)~. -:9::::--, o?'";::;'7;:;7· o-J.LIJ -

Virginia Free Press,.,i,ki_y 3,. 1849, p.3,c .. l. 

4/• Will of i1artin Grace., dated April 21.,1849., Will Book No. 

U\,.,t' I::-ivPntor:r of !'he Rec'-1 & Personal Estate of I~rtin Grace, 
7th Au£;ust 1849., \·lill Book No. 12., PP• 224-228. 

12.,pp.99-lC0. 
·.1: 

Deed,. aken 

7. Virci::iia Free PrPss 1 August 11.,1853, po3, c.l. notice of pr~~cd 
Septcr1.bcr -17 ,1853 cold. Gf 'hrtin Grace lot,s and buildini;s., incluc1L~ 

a desc:dption of the propertjes. 

Q(), 



91 

Under the will ilfa.ry Grace I s share of the estate ~would thus 
amount . app:roxi."'1ately would 

to. about _$ 4.,,050~4.3. and ;~c';(I' $ 5 .,05O.67-~_be div:ided 

equal ly between the children of John Grace and ~'l'hor.ias Sexton ....... 

A portion of Grace 1s personal #.ii', "'t ·property was s01.d at 

a public auction held at Harper)s Ferry on September 13~1849 and 
'-.:..> 

this sale produced a total of $ 312 028 in cash.·JLt 

Acting as/1#zj;U'1'i'f B::~ecutr:i.x., 113.ry Gre.ce :marw.ged· the estate 
1852 the 

from 1849 to -- ;{/f;l1;~ /41,!cf collecting rents., renting the properti2s., 
ll-,. after 

and having n.ew buildings erected or finished.,. · At some.. date -l;fo$¼#,,;' ... 

July 1~1852 and. prior to August 1853 s the widow i1:i.ry Grace remarried 
13 . to 

to a I~. Joseph Deck. In the period July 1852 August 1853 , the 

other CTace heirs.,, Thomas Sexton and John Grace,!;.!?·; · l?T brought 
the executors, 

suit in the Circuit Court of Jefferson County to forc7\.l:'h.._7 (Grace) 

Deck and Dr. Nicolas 1'1a.rr.1ion, to sell off Grace 1s s.:i.x lots and 

divide up the proceeds a:s instructed in 11l.rtin Grace 1s will. The 
to the fact ~~ 

widow apparently countered by calling the attention of the court,fhat 

the will failed to make any provision for her dower rightp. 

Andrew- Hunter., a special cor.mrissioner appointed by and acting under 

a decree of the Circuit Court., offered the six Cir.:ice:_ i½irper 1s Ferry 
at public auction JJf 

Lots and buildings for sale on September 17 ~ 1853 • 1'11:-s • Deck 
'\ 

{

Jl. In Accounting for Jilly 1852, Will Book No. 13, ~. 329-331., she as 
referEed to as i'b.ry Grace. By 1853 she is listed as I1r-s., Joseph(or Mm-y) 
Deck, see Virginia Free Press, August 11,1853, P• 3, ~.l. 

it- This law suit has not been researched in any detail, but thP general 
mtline is described in a deed for one of the lots in DEEJ Boo}: 3 7,, p .151-152 .. 

JLfo Sale Book of Mrs. I'·hry Grace.,. Exx, of 11. Grace. Dececl., Sept. 13, 
18h9, Will Book No. 12., Po342-346. 

J1. For ~~ '.1.er accounting to the Jefferson County Court for the 113.rtin 
Grace 'state\f.3ee Will Book No. ~ PP• 135-lh2 and 329-331 .. 

~ fit/<t- ~J1 t'8S" .2..\ ~ - ~ . 



. 3>1 31 o.--.f ("s..R.t. rt4, t./) 
apparently purchaised Wager Lots No. 29

1
1/\ 32., which ernbaced the 

enlarged brick·tavern and residence on High St!eet. Th~~B~ Beerly,, 
. : 

another Harpers Fe~y tavern keeper.,, purchased Wager Lots. No. 28 and 
~ 

30 for a total of$ 676.00 at the September·17, 1853 sale, and 

on~ half of 11"ager Lot 47, together with one-half of Bldg. No. 43, was 
. lb 

sold to ~.l 2gen+s of Francis .L'1cCabe- for $ 1,577.50 on the same da.y. 
a. ·· · J.,..rK--c,,::r·-...:./v-1~ 

Th~ca.se , .. 1 apparently not completely settle-d until some time in 
17 . 

in 1i:2t..:&. 1858. 

B'.. Brief Architectural Deeecri:ption of Gr.:i.ce 1s Tavern : 
. ' -~ 

Grace 1s Tavern· is an extant building,, privately owned, standing - ~ .. ~ 

on Wager Lot No. 30-·on the north s:ide of HiGh Street. Cor1etructed by 

Sa.nru.el Breitenbaugh in 1841-42., the building was described in 1844 
18 

l!f._as II a two-story brick house with baseme::1t 25 x 22 ft • ., well finished.11 

northwest 
The buildi..'1.g had a gable roof and end chimney located i.."1. the ~(left) 

side wall. A similiar brick house.,, two stories over a .f'ull basG1,1Bnt 

(j;i.11,i' j '. ' 'l:ife and located on Wager Lot 31, adjoins the Lot 30 tavern. 

Fronting 25· feet on High Street and also 22 fee+, deep, the Lot 31 house 
fi'lt:t 

was built by 1-hrtin Grace in the period 184f-•• Th.e one-story over basement 

I • Armory Superintendent John Symington to Col. Talcott,. Dec. 12 ,~ 184h 
Harpers Ferry .l'iicrofilm Reel 23.,, Vol. 3., p.271.. 

brick house on Wager Lot No. 32 was, also constructed by Martin and /or i·1a.ry 

Grace at some date after December 1844j ,0\fO~~~ I g({c,·.._J E'',O. 

The rear Jl/2i.l elevations; of the brick houses on Wagers Lots 30.,31., and 

32 can be seen the 1861 photographf/8 HF-240 and HF-492 o 

~Deed of B.&.s., Andrew Hunter to Boerly, dated Nov. 1853, 
Deed Book No. 39~ p.477. 

l!h Deed of B.~.s • ., Andrew Hunter to heirs of Francis McCabe,. 
dated July 6.,1857, Deed Book 37., p.151-152 

17.Grace's leasehold to Lot 40 and his right to the stable on that 
lot were offered for sale in January 1857, 3ee Virginia Free I-1.::-css, 
December 25il856, p. 2. 1.-ri 1858 the Court ordered Noah H. Sw&:me 

to sell the ease to~ Cor:'.I'.'.issioner Andrew Hunter for $ 700 or.. 
_behalf of the heirs of ·l-::rtii'] Gra<?e; Swayne to Hunter, Sa-J.e of Lease, 



:;~ 

ok No. 12,, p~99-_, 0 
(' - JO ., 

VI• / 

c. Mirtin Grace 1s Will 

In the name of God,. Amen l I Martin Grace., of Harper 1s Ferry, Jefferson 
... 

C.ounty, Virginia,. being of sound and disposing rnind and memory, do hereby 

make and ordain this nw last will. and testament, in manner and form follpwing, 

to wit: First, I will and direct that all my just debts and funeral expenses 

be paid; and for this purpose it is my will that nzy- lot of land in Loudoun 

County., Va.,. my lot in Bolivar, and nzy- lease of a lot fro:r:i N.H. Swayne 

(yrobably Wager Lot No. 4£) ,. be sold. 

Second., I giv~ to my beloved wife, M3.ry Grace, one third of my real 
- J 

estate,. during Aer natural life., also an :nv personal property of eve!"y 

description, my negro wor.,.an Prudence, and my negro boy, John lewis, #until 

he arrives at the age of twenty eight years., at which time it is my will he 

shall be free. 

~ge lQQ): Third,., I will and direct m:r e"-"BCUtors hereinafter named, to 

rent out my real property in Harper 1s Ferry, and ~ ply the rents in the 

first place to the payment of my debts., should the fund above appropriated 

for that purpose prove inadequate, and in the next place, to building upon and 

improving l!W said real estate according to their best judgement_;; after WJ 

estate has been thus improved, it is my will that nzy- executors shall sell 

the same at such time and upon such terms as may be judged most proper by 

them., and most to the - interest of the parties clai.TJling under this will, 

and after the sale of ~r said estate~ it is my will that the proceeds be 

divided according to the following order: 

I give to Edmund., Anaftafia and 1-hry., the children of my b'ct,ther John Grace, 

one part of said fund to be equally divided between themo 

I give to Thomas., Hartin, Joh,[ Ednrund, Patrick and Lawrence, the children 
-1 

of nzy- sister !1::.ry l,)exton, the other part of said fund to be equally divided 

-. Will Book No .. 12 .nn.99-1'1(L .,, 9i 



M:l.rtin Grace's Will(Continued- 2) 

betwee_n them • 

. -It .if;!.·:rriy will that whatever portion of the rent of my property. 1-1~ich is. due to. 

my wife., that shall be applied to the improvement of my estate., .::;hall be refunded· 

to her with interest., aft~r the sale _of my property., and I do hereby charJe 

my estate with the payment of the same. 
5 vet.. v1--1-c,,J 

Fourth, I direct rrry Exector to place over :m,;r remains~ mo~ as r:i.ay 
I\ 

seem appropriate. CThere is no fifth article liste~ 

Sixth.,, I give to James Grace, of ZaJ:ksville., Ohio., a watch and a rifle as ai 

:mark of my regard and affection for him. Uc. f<.tJt-l'c;..,,{ .Jo.)tlPk 1-f ,p Jvi/'(c TT' . C ~C"'~ fo.&t-... ,~ o--f 1/4.st Pc-i-,.,.SR,:,,-c""'-.. 
.&I, · C'"' t'M I 1c. 

Seventh, _I g.i.ye t.o nt,r fiiend Joseph H. Plun..1<:ett,/\One hundred dollars. d,v,Rc.l.,,_ 
7 "'ii H<tN,.(J'S Nv't'Q :i 

Eighth., all the residue of my property I give to my bm,ther 1s chilc:i.!'en 

and my sister's children, according to the order in which they are heretofore 

named., that is., one part to my brother 1s children., and the other part to my 

sister's children. 

And Lastly., I constitute and appoint my wife, Hary Grace,. ExecutrL"'C_, and 

Dr. Nicholaa Mlrmion, J:?.;xecutor of this :rriy last Will and Testament., hereby 

revoking all forIDP,..r wills by me heretofore madeo In witness whereof'., I 

hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this 21st day of April 1849. 
/4.ta 

M-:3.rtin lW!'s z Grace (seal) 
l'fqY?K 

Signed.,sealed., published and declared as ~nd for the last will and testament 

of the above named Martin Grace., in presence of Us. James M:::Sherry.,, 
William J • Stephens 

Virginia., 
Jefferson Col.filtY, Set. 

At a Liourt held for said County on the 21st day of ~y 1849., the foregoing 
last Will and Testament of Hartin Grace, deed.,, was proved by the oaths of Jamcis 

M::Sherry and William J. Stephens,, subscribing w!~tnesses thereto.,. & ordered to 
be recorded. 1nd afterwards., to wit., At a Court held for said County on the 16th 
day of July 1849., on motion of m.r"'J Grace., the Executrix, named in sa.id 1iill., whop. 
ItB.de oath thereto, according to Law., and with James Roper., Sar.mel W. .'.)f:rider,. 
and Abrahmn Fleming., her Securties., entered into and acknowledged a Bond in the 
- penalty of$ 25.,000.00, with condition according to Law., certificateis 

·anted her for obtaining Letters Testamentarw in dup form • .1. este. 
'.I:'. A. l!foore ., .Jlerkl> , 

-.It i 



9, 
WILL BOOK NO. 12, p.224-J..'l...-f 
~ t. 

n. 20 · 

IlrvENTORY OF THE REAL & PTIESONAL 
ESTATE. OF. HARTIN. GRACE DECD. "TAKE!! 

Jefferson County Court, 
Charles Town, w.va. 

THIS 7th Day· of' August.·1849 

1 Carriage & Harness $ 125:,. l Stable & lease hold $ ]. 

f 2 ho~se Wagon$ 35) 1 Cuttih~ Box:i.shovel Plough$ ~.oo 

2 old tttes{f) $ 1 )1 ox yoke & cart saddle 25 cts. 

-:) 2 spades, hoe, digging iron, gate & braces l.50Jcart 
Gear $ 2o00 · 

" l. IDt 6ld ~'2~ (?) 1.25 J 1 Iron axci~ $1.50 

1 old ccr riage $ 15, J ]. cut Stone Sill 50 c 

l Lot of Stones:,_ posts, ]. Cart Bed $1.50) Lot Lime & 
Soirsd(?) $ 2.50 · 

l. Chain\drag, posts, old cc..rt, plow &c._$ 3.00)1 Still 
& 3 Ebls $ 12 .oo 

I 
I 

l lot Lime $ l.OOJgrind stone., sh01rel &4. $ Ji..00Jl Stove 
$ 2.00. I 

I 

10 Frames & h Bbl $ 7 .oo Mi.nhl~ Shutters f wheauarrows ' 
$ 1.00. 

Brick 25 c)6, Spout hooks$ 1.00 J 1 Stove & Doors$ 4.oo 

2 Coal Stoves & pipe J 3 bed steads,) l. Copper Kettle 

l. Still & 2 worms $ 8.00 J 1 Lot sash $ 20 
boxes 

3 bedsteads, at 3 11 Shutters at 2) Sledges, baE.es, Iron 
$ 30.00. 

Carpenters Tools$ 1.50 1 Cubboard & iron pot$ 2.25 
CLo..~ 

... 

l. House & Lot(~~) at~OJ l frame house & lot at _Boo; 

l new Brick house & lot $ 1350) l. new Bricj(House & lot'· · : 
$ 1700. : 

I 

l. ~ house & Lot$ 400 Door ;5tove)Burrcaufhest tt 6.oo_ 

l post 50 c 2JBbls f. v"inigar $ 4o50;]. Book Case$ 5.00 

~~ I l Srr.all desk~ Table $ 1.50 2 IocJr.s ~ tools $ 4o50 1 s · 
& steei yard ( ?) $ 1.00 : 

l Bbl M salt 50 c·_,, 7 old chairs $ 1.00 125 yrds carpet 62/2 
equals $ 15.6.3 .,, 

20. Will Book No. 12:,pp.224-22~. ,..11....,,. 

-~ l cts 

126 00 

37 00 

i 25 

3 50 

2 75 

I.5 50 

~ 00 

15 00 

4 00 

8 00 

5 25; 

l9 00 

28. 00 

35 00 

3 ?5 

$1400 00 

3050 00 

406 00 

10 00 

7 00 

17 ]J 



/-t, 

~Will Bo~ no. 12 

Imrnntory of the Real & Persona]. ~sta e of Hartin G:race, Deed.,. 
'l'a.ke~ 7th AufTllst 18/19 (Contimmn. n. 22h) 

<!! 
. 4' 

2 .Cane_Bottom & rocking· chair at 20 20 

nd Irons fender., bushes- & bellows at f;i;.OO)l Brass 8 day cl..oqk\/ 
~ . . 1)1/tJ., 

15 

. pr Candle Sticl::s $ 1..00,. l. bell 2. ~tains c.: 2 spi ttons 2 .oo 3 

: set c'Jrluins $ 10 l pr liner. 3hee~$ 2. 75 12 
J 

]. Sh!et $ 2.00) 1 Large Basket 50 ct) 5 frames & lot books].., 3 

]. Life Cr:ist $ l.OO 5 pistols , & !lasks &c· 1.50 
. ) 

2 

l clock & 7 coa.ts $ 16) 5 p.:-· Panttoons $ 3. 75 /~19 

lL vests Clo~., hats., shirts . ., drawers ~, etn. 

l Bed Tick) 2 p~ saddle pags l.25.) boots shoes, basket $2 

pr.(?} Tick 1 china stand,c-,fl &. pit ,3h.er 

2 Chamber buckets;l chamber $ 2~ 1 'l'run ... ~ & China $ 3.50 
.,) (s,c) 

4 

3-

l 

~ _, 

ct.J. 
00 

00 

00 

75, 

50 

t 50 

75 

00 

25-

75 

50 

2 

1 Walnut Bureau $ 8.00 2 Cooki..'1f; Gasses ( $ 3 .oo ') OO(sie) _, 

lshcrt ~ ti.Clo for burea~) 1 $ 5292 

Amt. Brot over 

l.O picture frames $ 2 .50J 6 :mrtains at 2 

1 Bed & beastead $ 10) 80 1b feathers at $ 16.oo 
'.End of Page 224) 
'.Page 225 starts) {, -h 
2 old BeasTeQ.ds, $ i.ao J l~~ ?) Carpet $ 2.50 

6 pillows $ 4.50 2 bolstera $ 2 .50 2 pilJLmr $ 1.50 
j I 

l TickJquilt JL) Basket$ 1.7511 coverbd. $ 3.5]0 11 confortz 
I\ J $ n.oo 

7 Quitz $ 3 .50)1 Dinine Table $ 3 .50 35 yards, flanre l $ 14.25 

1 parlor str:J,/e & pipJl sofa $ 5.25 l. Screen 25 a: 

l Bedstead & feather bed $ 12 .50 Ghestrf615 sp:.ttose &c $ 4.00 

l Bureau $ 1.00 10 glass,, Garpet $ 1.05 

6, Chairs $ 1.00 4 Beds & Bedsteads $20000 

l bed.stead, spittcn., ]ooki.."lg glass $ 1.50 )stand trunk &c $ 1.00 

4 feather beds.,_ bolsters.,. 1 com.fort$ 32.D0].. large gold watch 
$ 25,.IJ0 

52 

4 

26 

2 

8 

16 

21 

5 

16 

2 

21 

2 

57 -

13 

92 

50 

00 

50 

50l 

25 

25 

50 

50 

P5 

00 

50 

00 



. 3. :vill Book No. 12 
~ventory of thP- Keal & Perspnal M:tate of 

Hartin Grace, taJ-:~n 7th August 1849 ( • 225 co!1t:in.}led) 

Ian~ts 75. cj ,1 Silver & brass watches $ 17 .5o 

Shot guns) 2 Rifles $ 12. 00 

arpct $ 5,.od, 1 Table $ 2 .50, 15 Chairs $ J. 75 

ine Tables $ 3 .50) J:. breakfast table $ 2 oOO 

113.hogany side board $ 1.5 .O~J Looking Glass 25 c 

Clock $ 1 .. 50 l.O 
1

•
1aiters 1.25 4 spittoons set Delf $ 8.ho 

. Set Queensware $ 5 .oo, l. lot knives & forks $ 2 .oo 

Lot G,. Sil,rer s~ & bottle stands~ . 

Lot glass Queens & Britainica wares-

Blankets $ 12) l pr Rope ware $ 2 .oo 

2 Quilte: $ 8 .ooj 3 Counterpanes $ 6.50 

2 Rugs $ l.50J l Cover lid $ 3 .oo 

3 Quilts$ 2o25J 4 Ticks$ J.00 

6 Blankets· $ 3 ·~ 2 Small pillows 10 c: 

1 m~st bcmes 25 cJ Jar, Box 50 c 

~fe, Benches, Table, jars/-'runk & stove 

2 sheets~ Quilts &. Basket $ 1.25 

Shovel..,, To~gs & and 50 J CoffeemillJ sieve)salt., $ 1.50 

16 Sheeto $ 8.00) 35 pillow Cases$ 2.00 

2 Spades; 2 pihll.ow, ticks 

12 Table ~laths at$ 6.00jlO TOWJls f 50c)Bridle & }artingale $2 

> Bedcords 63 j 4 Blinds· l2 c: 

2 I.amps} 2 bushes ]ot razors 

Ar.rt ~arried over 

A. List of debts due to .1.'lartin Grace late of Jefferson County 
ceased, April 23,1849. 

eo. Zager on Note due Jany. let 42 & in~. to o.)Ppt.15 1849 

3 

.. 

i-· 

$ 

18 

V 

11 

5 

15 

11. 

7 

6 

15 

14 

14 

h 
,., 
~ 

':) 
.,; 

4 

1 

2 

10 

2 

8 

1 

$ 5.,650 

1. 

cts 

00 

')r:'' 
L. ;)' 

50 

25, 

J:.5 

00 

00 

00 

00, 

50 

50 

10 

75 

50 

00 

00 

00 

50 

75 

75 

93 

06 



Will. Book No. J2, pp.225-?26 

Inventory of the Real and Pc·rso~l Estate of .dartin Grace, deed.,. 
taken 7th August 1849 (p. 225 continned). 

.fred Beal oripote due l-~ 2$47 & int to .::ie.I?t• 1.5,.1849 

J. Wrigh
4 1:i. note due April.1st 49 & int, to .::,ept. 15,1849 · r ,:;,i)b~ 

rick Byrne on note duef' A~ii.1. l. l.JD& int fo .::iept. 15,lc:49 

~ames Young on Acct 

Patrick Bryan on lease 

II II on acct 

Eliza1'eth Douglas: 

.1·.1. 
William _cCornmick 

'.1'z.ge 226) : 
c, ( J,, A• Carrell 

Daniel Moran 

Patsey Gal]Q,l-ier 

Redmund Burke 

W'm l'bSherry 

George Caldw·ell( ? ) 

ote t The foregoing debts are believed to be all good except 
me few; of the debter Claim credits. 

a:ges 226-22 7) 
:1a.ry Grace, bx:r. 

$, 

3! 

5, 

208 

22 

11 

16 

6 

9 

4: 

7 1 

3 

cts 

ao 
OB . 

00 

66 

67 

52 

.00 

60 

20 

50 

89 

j;fiyoo 

25 

56 

\. List of JJebts to Hartin Grace deed Disperate Insolvent Swore 
~. Grace death. llt of J il "e~ore 

10s Kirr11in on note due Nov. 14 4l. a.."llt 1i, ~ep. 15,.1849 
Left the State & .To.solvent. 

~vi Stichcomb on note due Ma.v 27 44 
" 

11 Nov. 27 ,45- & int to Sept.JS.,1BK9 
Rim otrf-residence unknmm. 

>eth Prince on due bill Oct. 17 38 & int to ciepto- ~,1849 
Run off~ residence unkn01·m. 

'in. Clark on due bill Jany 26th 41. & int to .'.:iept. 15 ,1849 
un off to l'aryland., no propertyo 

1

, T. v~right oifiotes due April & 1%'.y 49 & int to Sept. 15.,1849 
Run off _to i1aryland., no p;t-opertyo 

166 11 

31 74 

24 . 60 

6 82 

9 98 



Will Book 110. 12 

Inwmtory of the Re3.l anrl Personal Est~te of 1'¼rtin Gr.1ce.., deed. 
,ken 7th Augu:::+. 1%9 (l"\i.ges 226-227 continued) 

T VI : • ·t A ... .t. • rign on cc '4\¥ 
In · ~~rland dj,sputed. 

ohn ltDeriot. en note due> ~1ay llth 18).iO & into to iJept. 15,1849 
Ne gro-Sl<l ve 

I 
l ., 

i 
I 

avid Long on note due ray 29th lfl36 & inte:rest 
Inso1vont-/0#il/li:1i/';llftif'~iiffl,.J/ 

du8 to ~ept.15 ,L.9 ! 
June 

h Gr .b#"'iJ.'..,_,,_, ) 13._i,3 & L"lt. due to .:::e"'t• l~,),9 o:n.as ave }5!1'i7'; 1 <,· : J;' .,, + 

C,rove says the debt is paid and is borrowed & he will not 
pay it • .,itl/Jif,id Di~ uted. 

os-eph CurrtJ on note due 35' & int. due to 
d 1---'1] .,. " .i. ) .,.,., & . t ue L. ~- _ ~ 0..1. ;:;ep .., • -+ ,...., :;,. • in • 
~-o Left the State & 

State in California and "'(no') property 
atrick Donohoe- on '"cct · -

Ran off & no p:-operty. 

ers Townsend Telegraph 
Ran off~ ErJ.i~tsd & no p~cper"tiJo 

Ol'!E.s Graham on acct 
In solvent. 

roothy Brae.yr?) on acct 
Gone to Rappanamock and no property. 

m. Skinner 

Sept. l~_,1849 
due to ~ept. 15,1849 
den~es acct- left ttc 

Gone off, Residence unknown and no property. 

atrick Dorn - Insolvent. 

hornas Norton(?) Ran c!f and no propertyo 

runes. Caton-Ran off and in Ohio 
Reil"l.r 

Hugh,.__ residence unknown & no property 

James Brown-C-one off & no property 

Peter Walsh - Insolvent 

Wm. A. M::>ling Gone off & no property 

Old Gilpin No property 

r 11imothy Riley Disputed 

John Ranahorn on l!Jbte dur Aug. 1st 48 & int. to Sept. 15,1849 

John Britener on Care ( ?) 

,., c;<t ;,. ., . 

$ ·i cts. 

} 21 

92 72 

Ro 
.)_, B7 

2 

40 37 
30 32 

32 99 

26 00 

13 L~l 

39 08 

2 75 

4 17 

18 97 

4 81 

7 6o 

6 00 

5 77 

4 65, 

2 24 

7 00 

16 84 

18 00 



Inventory of the ileal and Pers 011.al Bstate of l·h::-t:fun CTaCA ,,deed., 
taken 7th Aug1~st 1849 ( Pp. 22~221/.,,Will Book 12., ro ntinued) 

· !;ote 2: The deots the page or non of them Sperate but it was: 9Bemed 

the duty cf the Executrix to Inventory them with ••••.••••••••••••••• 

. (§tton of pc;ge 226 not completely· copied). 

Continued on Bottom of Pago 227: 

AMOUNT B?..OUGHT OVER. 

2 baskets 37 cts) 1 conmen cupboard & contents$ 3.00 

1 Cooking stove & apparatis $ ?OJ 2 pine Tables $ l 

Pots, venc, pans, tubs, &c, 

3 Saddles $ 10;- l !Jegro Boy (Jack- $ 125 .oo) 
Page 228: 
1 Negro Wonan (Prudence) 

1 House & Lot on Shen(Indoan) Street 

l Lot of ground. ( 1/8? acre) in Bolivar 

1 Cow _, $ 6, 10 Hogs $ 25 l Cradle )Pots Jick 50 G 
razors, _ 

1 r!nrtarJ'Y3, ~ Ji,,,..ntern (sic) 2 basket~ bushes&D 

15 I! Shares Shen@idoaE)Eridge (ycBpant)stock at $ 30 

1 House & Lot (in Loudou..."1 County 

4 Snuff Boxes J 2 Gold rings 

l. Spread & Cnrtain 63 :;Cash on h?nd $89.05 

3 Chambe~s & BracY.et 

Error on first Page @:d~) 

$ 

c+.~~ 

5.,650 93 

3 37 

2l. 00 

10 00 

135 00 

100 00 

3000 00 

25 00 

31. 50 

1 00 

450 00 

150 00 

1 

89 

9~ 669 

8 

12 

68 

so 
Jl.O 

00 

Total: $ 9,677 10 

Ml 1' '.Y Pursnant to the annexed Order of the County Court of 

Jefferson County~ We the undersigned have appraised all the real 

& personal Estute of f~rtin Grace Deed. as it was exhibited ~o 

us by the Executrix. 



7 JJ.01 

Will Book No~. 12 p.228 

L"'1Ve!l.tory of the He~l & Personal ..,state of Hartin Grace,decdo, 
taken 7th August J.R49(Continued,. p.228) 

. I j/13.ry Grace .Exectrix of Imtin Grace deed have signed this .. app:raisement 
and the an..i-1e::red list df debts and return the same as a true & perfec+, 
InventoI'"'J• Signed Geo. ll~uzy, Philip Coons, Geo. Koonce. ... ' ... 

" Signed_ 1'1ary Grace,, Exr. 

Virginia 
Jefferson County, ~et. 

In the County Court 
July Terra 1849 

It is ordered that Philip Coons(:Harpers Ferry butcher~ 

landowr.e~)¥W own~ of con.rnerical structures~sident of the Shenandoah 

Bridge Compani), Geo. 1'1:i.uzy (jl.iver Agent at Harpers Ferry of the Shenandoah 

River Co.nal Comapri), George Koons; (~orge iJ o Koonce- i{a:, pers Ferry tovin 

const.e.ble and landown?) , & Riglj;ter Ievering rdarpers Ferry Dry goods 

merchanI), or arry three of them being first sworn appraise in current money 

the real & personal Estqte of 1'krtin Grace deed and make report thereof to 

the Court A Copy Teste T. A. ·'loore Clerk. 

Jefferson Ccunty to •'1itt 

George fiiuzY1) C~orge Koons, Philip Coons personally appe&red before me the 

subscriber·a Justice of the peace for said County, and were duly sworn on 

the holy evengitical of almighty God in complyance with the above order of 

Court Given under ri;y hand this 6th day of August 1849. F. Beckham. 

I_ a raisemer.t recorded Hovember 
Share in Shenandoa ri ge Co. 
Value of Real Estate-------

. 
Value of Slaves(2) ••••••• 

Value of personal property 

Total: 

Jr 181 
450.00 :I 

BA'lQ.oa J 

22,.00 :J -10 J 

- 7 - 10~ 



1,:;:)-

Will Book No. l2,po3~2-346 
Jefferson Co:1..'1t:y ~o'..lrt, 
Charles Tawr.,;:.Va .• 

E. SA.I.£ BOOK OF ~-RS. MARY GRACE, E::o:: of H. Grace,deced • 
. Septer 1J,18L.9 (p,...342) (21) 

Purchaser 

rno. Phillips 

~w .cox 

r 11,rers 

l.w Gill 

r. D. Browne 

>ennis Snook 

·s. Hurdle 

lOS Dilloe 

> Phillips 

Zimmerman 

lenis Snook 

II II 

·s. Hurdle 

II II 

lOS• Sturdy 

.• Cridler 

Cash 

m. Zimmerman 

rrs. Hurdle 

r. Allison 

II 

J. Nisswanner 

Item 

One small Chair. 

II II II 

3 Sugar Boxes 13 c each 

4 Cans Coffee pot 

Coffee Boiler 

Copp0r Kettle 

II II 

2 candlesticks 20 c 

2 

2 11 

II 

teapot 

II 8 C 

tall 

Coffee pot and tea pot 

pitcher and bas in 

pewter dish 

II II 

Oyster lamps 3 

Strainer and fu..·1nels 

6]~ 
'4 

lamp 

C ancE.e moulds 

Coffee Pot ~ 

Coffee l~asure 1/2 gall 

II 

Ii 

If 

If 

II 

II 

It 

II 

l/4. gal 

l. pint 

l/2 pint 

l gall 

$ cts. 

18 3/4 

81 

39 

1.5 

20 

40 

16 

40 

75 

15 

32 

27 

18 3/4 

90 

55 

37½ 

18 3/4 

75 



Sale Book of H. Grace deed, Septer 13,1849 
(?. 3L2 continued) 

Purchaser 
no l1athewa. 
. . 
• Cridler 

Mrs. Hurdle 

Jno -, Coleman 

G.H. F~teney 
., It 

Bt. forward 

Cash 

!I 

Edwd Gill 

Mr. Baldwin 

Mrs. 1i7"ers 

H. Dun 

Mr. Baldwin 

W c, H. Brown 

Cash 

fl 

~gin p.';.ge 343: 
• Byrnes 

., Foster 

Joseph M3.nuel 

D. ~1aters 

Cash 

II 

J., Byrnes 

w. Dilloe 

Kit-::hen Table 

2 11::!din K.."'1ives 

Gridiron 

3 Socks 

Crock ,, 

Ger ried over 

A~t bt. foward 

lamp 

2 vials 

Names (Hames?) 

II 

Tr2.ce chain 

rolling pin 

bridle and I".a.rtingale 

Stone jug 

3 Crocks. 8 

l laree Crock 

]. " " 
]._ " II 

l pfai:.cl 

}L II SJnall 

l " Tl 

2 ,, II 

Collar dog 

Life of Christ 

-2-

2 ,rj --Hill :'.3ook 12 

~ ' <7' :cts y 

.35 

07 

4d 

oe;; 

16 

002 

9 91 3/h. 

9 91 3/h 

06!.:;; 

18 3/1;.J. 

62 "2 

LO 
65 

03 

1 05 

10 

24 

09 

25 

121.a 

1 55 
11 J?cc2 

II 37~2 

II L5 
II 40 

l 2?1,;2. 



Safe Book of I·~C-:race }~st.ate, Sept. 13.,1849 
(Page 3Ui 343 continued) 

·chaser 

rs., Little 

• Cri<ller 
, . l 

Mr, Orf&~ 0 Heu{ 4 

One Stove 

Parlour stove 

Sett,ee 

Jno Coleman SadcD .. e 

Joseph Byrnes Sadrf!.P. Gocd 

.D. Doran /\/t/1'!:Lt'. cedstea:is 

Is~c Fou.k:.e v f]ii:.,0-l ~st',.::b...:J - - Lot Eo. 2 in Bolivar 

Larkin One Shot Gun 

A. L.ink Qn II n 

}.W. Co:;: 

Mrs • Hur"il.e 

foah Callon 

One rifl~ ·(Hall) 

One silver watch 

Cne " n 

~dwd Cill One II II 

3t. Forward Ca...ryied over 

lft-s • Hi.1rd.l e 

C • Crid.ler 

Amt. Bt foI'Wid 

One pair glass pitchers 

Side Board 

~'I' 11---Mr. 0 1Brien Bureau 

}.W.Cox 

1er 

Ba.rnh41't 
e 

Jacob Nimmer 

Ge lynch 

Thos No.::.ks 

P.P.W. Stevenson 

Table 

1. Keg 

1 It 

1 II 

]. Ii 

]. II 

.:lettee 

3, , nl l 

Will Book 12 

$ 

5 

4 
II 

l. 

5 

5 

45 

.. 4 

2 

,, 
-L 

5, 

2 

4 

106:-

31 

15 

5. 

3 

3 ictf 

cts. 

00 

00 

28 

6~2 

?r' -:> 

62],,;; 

00 

50 

15 

40 

00 

75 

00 

59 314 

50 

00 

18 3/4 

O 30 

40 

40 

2s 
30 

24 



Will Book No. 12 

Sale Book of M. Grace Estate~ Sep. 13,.,.18h9 
(p •. 343 c.ontinued) 

Item Purchaser $ ........ ., .............. ........................ ,, ... -----------------1--------,1-------
10 Coleman 

•,. 0 •Brien 

•• cCtBaldwin 

•tephen Nisewaner 

11:- .. Baldwin 

P.H.Kelly 

t-. Baldwin 

~d Bell 

II 

II 

Mr. Bell.. 

Cash 

t,Be1JL 
~tart Page 3~) 

11· 

,nry Bootham 

'., Nisewamer Jr e 

'o Baxter 

Roher 

Jospeh Byrnes 

Ca.sh 

ML-. Iambough 

Gears in full 

Co.rt gears 

breast str3.ps 

Corne:::- c:upcoard 

1. Wago!1 

]. Cutting Box 

One ox yoke 

2 Wagon tun - 142 lb at 2 c per bTh 

lot of old iron (16 c ~er lb) 

II 73612 (16 at 1 c per lb 

2 log chains 80 lb &t 4 C per lb 

1 11 68 3/4 lb ay 3 c pe,e lb 

Grate 

Scales 

1 Grate 

II 29 lbs a:t 4~'4 per lb. 

1 box & axe & iron 

]. Lot old iron ~4 c per lb,. 100 lbs 

Choppers 

Shovels and axe 

Schythe 

Axe~ ~ shovel,. &c 

2' Mattocks 

2 l-httocks 

CARRilID OVl.Jt 

.. 

2 

1 

I! 

21. 

35 

l 

2 

7 
I 

3 

2 

!! 

12 

$219 

00 

15 

00 

00 

25 

50 

84 

30;: 

20 

06 

20 

15 

15 

53 

40 

25 

25 

35 

35 

1/h 

31 1/14 

60 
3 

75 



Will Book No. 12 
Sale Book of .t.state of 11. Grace., 0 ept. lJ,,~849 

(P. Jt4 continy:ed) .. 

Purchaser 

P. Coons 

II 

PoH.Kelly 

P. CooP..s 

" 
II 

11 

Mt-. I.amba ugh 

:-. o•Mara 

~ Lynch 

Mt•., Ian.baugh 

Edwd Bell 

Pe Coons 

II 

P.,H.Kelly 

Mr., 0' Mara 

N., Harnion 

P., C.:oons 

Thos Noaks 

Jno D. Rooney 

Henry Bootham 

Mr.,~~~ 

Hr.Bell 

Po Coons 

II II 

Thos Uoaks 

Itm:: 

Wedeos 

Sledge 

11 Sria,11 

ll II 

Hamner 

Sledge 

1t #& I hammer 
2 h@TJ!r.ers 

II II 

lJ/ Stone hc1:mr,1er 

Mas on ho.r.rrer 

Old Iron ? I} cts, per xlb 

forks 

5 shingle(?) trees 

Jack screws 

Coffee Hill 

breast chains 

I! 

Axe 

Axe 

Axe 

II 

2 axes 

2 a.::iel treoc iron 19 5, llb at ½c 

]L lot Cast Iron 

II II 

Desk and GGar( ? ) 

5, 

5 106 

$ cts, 

?4 

25, 

37!2 

J0z 

16 

15 

16 ¾ 
16 .. 
04 

0614 

31;_.:;; 

1 lo 
13 

12!2 

10 

06½ 

30 

10 

12½ 

10 

002 

07 

97½ 

12!~ 

12!.a 

16 



Sale Book of .1:.,::,tate of 
(Page 344 continued) 

Purchaser 

I1r. o. '~~a 

Jos. Nisewarner ., 

J. By:r-r.es 

Mr. Bell 

Hr, Baldwin 

Thomas Tfo0.ks 

Tf 

It 

Hr. i'
1atson 

ti !I 

([TART P. 34I) 

P., Coons 

II II 

II II 

'W.sh Cox 

P. Coons 

Thos Noaks 

11 II 

II II 

P., Coons 

G.W .Cox 

P.H.Kelly 

" II 

" II 

Will Book No. 12· 
~1. Grace ,-Sept• lJ I lEJL~9 

Wheel 

Measure 

Sadd2.e .(side) 

Wroucht iron 4o12 lb 2 c per 
L13 

One pot 

dimner pot 

A:rr1t Brot forward. 

Dir.ner pot 

1226 

II Tf 

Skillet & lid 

Kettle 

Pot & lid 

frying pan 

" II 

II II 

II II new 

bake oven 

Skillet 

II 

dinner pot and lid 

II II 

pot 

2 Auger 

2 

2 

II 

II 

----

II 

: .... ,. 

.... 

6 
1o[/ 

cts. 

25 

81 

2'J 3/4 

12~ 

12½ 

35 

12½ 

JO 

15 

33 

10 

07 

15 

25' 

27 

10 



Will Book 1-ko12 
Sale Book of :,r.. Gr::i.ce Lst-'ltP.,-,:;ept,lJ,1849 

(Page 3Lr5 r,cntbued) 

Cash 

J .w .Deener 

Mr· .. O'Hara 

P. Coons 

II 

Item 

2 ~-uger 

One Lock 

2 Denijohn 12 ~ 

ill 
lasts and fuc18ll 

F\ 

Keg 

II 

II 

'• Coons II 

!! 

Jno Coleman 

P. Coons 

II ,,, 

II 

II 

!I 

run."line zear.s 

Cart body 

Axel and sled 

bedstead 

II green 

7 

<'• _Ct8 • . '¥ 

06;-1 

I 06~4 

I 2.5 
! • 

06;4 

06;4 

14 

04 

06 ~4 

10 

14 75 

1 ~ ~ 05 

35 

12½ 

30 

Spinning Ur.eel ·---------+-----+--12~2 

M. Nisewamer 

P. Coons 

Jno D. ftooney 

II ti 

Amt Brot forwd: 

Tongue and plough 

Cart Shafts 

cupboard. 

Stove 

One Gu_"1 

246 

Cream jug -----~> ,1 ,, ------+---
Mr. Lowman,-- _,.-- > lot of o1.<i iron ), 2 
J ~-1..... I]~ ~,,.,C:> ----

Thos Noaks One basket 

l 

II n 2 pr Bedsteads c $ 5 10 

7. iai 

1 

81 

.. 03 

3;5 

30 

60 

00 

07 

"?n ,0 

00 



Will Bo0k Ho. 12 
Sale Book of M. Grace Lstate,. uept.13;1a49 

(Page 3h.5 contin"C.ed) 

Purchaser' 

oseph Soman 

::>hn PhillJ.ps 

Whaley 

Cash 

Pa trick Mcifanna 

Sarrru.el St::r-ider 

I1a.ry Grace 

!-hry Grace 

Jpseh Biller 

]L Keg 25 

1. Keg 

Item 

1 Bedstead 3?1'z 

l old Camdlestand 
SQSh, 

36 lights of old ~ at 10 c: 

2 copper stills Jc Q1.f-"51 4- \.v'0ve,-,t.5 

1 Lot of Hogs 

]. Cow 

l Sheep 

1 Lot of Straw 

~ ret11rned.,. 
N.B .. Of the above articles,. there wiere ii:i-§1, :,.S{t terms 

>f sales not being com.plied with) 

From Edward Gill 

Thomas Sturdy 

One Silver watch 

3 ~rster lam:ps 

$ L..oo 

f/ 0 .18 3/4., 

t $ 

3 

22 

16 

6 
... 

$31? 

I return the above :;jale account of the estate of ·11,, Grace deed 

according to law. l1ary Grace Exe. of 113.rtain Grace dee. 

Jefferson County uet. 
At a Court held for said County on th~ 20th day 

,f 1-ay 1850 the foregoing account of sale made by .darJ Urc.ce 
Executrix of the last will & testanent of il::r-tin Gi--c.ce,. deed 
as returned to Court & ordered to be recordedo Teste 

T eA. I1:>ore,Clerk 

8 lC~ 

cts. 

25 

05 

60 

00 

00 

00 

75 

25 

28 



APPENDIX NO. I 

B 
A, A!'chi tect'.ll'al Des criptio:i · of and Plans of 

Building No. 7, White Hall Tavorn, 1859-61; 

~ New Data. on the use of and nE.ture of the , 

structure in 1861-620 

C, Copies of 
Meast..reu Dravrings for Bldgo No. 7, courtesy of 

no 

Architect- Archie W>~ Franzen, Harpers Ferry National 

Historic Park. 

no 



Appendix No. I 

ArchitActural Jescriptio~ of 
a. vlhi te Hc:ll Tavern,. Bldg. iJo. 7 

lll 

(h.A.,-:--

In 1859-61., Bldg. No. 7, was a two-ai:ld:cy: half story stone 

/~itructure , 'with a cellar., slate-covered gable roof 

and a small chimney centered L.'1 each g2.ble end. Set w1.th 

the east bable end fronting on PotomaG Street~ the builc.ing 

was 24 feet or three bays wide and 20 feet deep. On the first 

story there was one wi.'1dow located in the right-hand (or north) 
this 

bay and~ was adorned by an exterior louvered shutterso 
• lar6e 

A w:de door __ !!:.. the center bay led i.rito th7' tavern or drin!dn8 

room that occupied ·the> first floor. In the left-h&nd bay was 

an taller door topped by a rectangular tram on) wM.r::h provided 

access to the interior stairs that~ to the living ~uarters 

on the upper floors. The second story of the front elevation 

had three windows and one more win:low was centered in the '.::.ttic 

I 

storyo All of these windows had six over six lights:a Tee first 
exterior 

story1 stone walls of Bldg. No. 7 were painted white., thus p"'obably 
'\ l. . , 

resulting in the name 11 White Hall". In 186L the building had 

a total of five rocms and these were probably dii::-l::ributed as 

.. 
follows: first floor., one large roomJ 2nd floor, two rooms~ 

thre~ floor or garretV.. 2._roor-ip O Bu,.il~in 1838-39., Building !Jo. 
7 was ~remodelled i.ri lfil;8 and~ a second time in 1856. 

No Architectural Data Historic Structure study has ever been 

prepared for White Hall Taverno 

01..:.ft>luJ/J /J~ 
l. S~ Harpers Fe:cyy ?bi@ c!tei Nao HF-55-> 

taken caa1882-86. 

lll 

• teken in 1865., 
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~ • _White Hall Tavern ,Building No o 7 • 

. ··a. John J. Kern 1s claim., October 4.,1873.,, fer rent on bel"talf of t,he 
Estate of F. A. Roeder from the u.s. Government: · 

for Rent of two~tory Brick House on Poto~.c Street from 
July 25.,1861 to M3.rch 25,1862 at $ 6000 ~ per I-bnth - $ 54.oo. 

rented to Col. Baxter Co:nr.ia.nding Baxter Philadelphia Fire Zouaves. 

boJohn J .. Kern.,, 66 years old., statement of Sept. 5.,1902: 

"There was one building Cfro. lfil on Washmngton Gr High_) Street and 
tl-10 @dgs. No. 5 and .iJ. on Potomac Streeto 

"The;(.were all used by Colo Bar:ct,er 1s; Zouaves •• o The two brick buildings 
on Poto&c Street were used for stables arrl other purposeso 

They took possession shortly after J1r-. Roeder was killed ••• 
They @e Unioh Ar~ held it continuously until Baxter left and they 

used them- off and..•oti cl:uring the entire war-. l think Baxter left somtt:i_me 
in the ~~ing of 1862. •• .-The- other two @ildingi)° on Poto:r:iac street were 

worth$ 10.00 eachQn rent per month) and did bring$ 15.00 at one time. 
The buildings w:rere i.ri good condition when +,he U.S. first took possession., 

and he @.pede.i:1 a.lw.:::ys kept them in good repair. They were in a bad 
condition when the U.S. left them. The windows had been taken out and removed 
to Camp Hill to builri quarters with. I guess it would have cost$ 1,000.00 
at that time to restore the Ctr.i.re_v buildings to the condition in which 
they were before the U.S. authorities used the sameo 

Cross-examination of Kern: 
5 

11 .... One o.£ the buil_g;i.ngs on Potomac Street had five rooms .@.ag. No.I) 
and the otherQLl.dg. !Jo.-:1) threeu.. I can't say who {what Union offfoer§) 
used the buildi~s on Potomac Streeto They were in and~ out all th.e time ••• 
The other two (Euildingi) on Potomac Street·(]i-ere worth) about one 
thousand dollars @ the time the arrcy- occupancy cci:rnr.1enc~ o '' 

c:. 113.ry L. Kern.,. 59 years old., oldest chil~f Frederick A. Roeder., 
statement of ~ept. 5,1902: 

11 
I know the U.S. authorities occupied build.in..@. belonging_ to my 

father's estate during the war., -- our home place (Bldgo Noo J.,2..) and two 
(B'idgs. No. 5 and.J.) on Potomac street •• ee. One (filji'g. No.-3) on Potomac 
Street @:"ontaine~seven (..r90~ and the other @dgo lJo. 2) five (i:'oomsJ• 

Our fc!ther was J.oJ_led July 4.,. 1861., and the troops took possession of 
the house (Bldgo No.:?:£) that month. They gave up the home building().6) and 
we took possession in ~'~rch.,1862 0 The other two they used after that at 
diffe~ times during the war. They were brick buildings. ffiie Union Army 

~fowap~ The Potomac street buildings for stables and warehouses for storing 
feed., etc. 

Cross-examination of Hary L. Kern: 

The two buildings on Potomac Street wrere two anri one-halt_storie~ high. 
I think it was Colo Baxter who he.d control of the home housemldg. l&_) and it 
was the same troops had the other tJi; two. 1/ 
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. d •. James R. Roeder~ 54 years_ old.., ~ .. -1. eld'2!st son of Fredericlc. A. Roeder 1s 
tliree sons, stater:-ent of ..:Je:pt,. S," .. }~ : 

_,, The Ur.ion arny used three houses (S'°lc.gs. Ho~ 5, 7, and lfil and <'.l ba!:ery 
~ldgo Nao 161;:) belo:r:.;;;ing_ to rrr,r fath.er 's estate •.• 

The other two build:L-rigs were on Potomac Street_o.. They were built of brick. 
One ([rcl.g. l;o. ~) had seven rooms and the other (f1dg. l~oo 7.} five. 
They used the lowe.r part for horses and had for::?.g':l in yie upp~r pe.rt. 
The larg_er buildi~ C1_0. 0 was worth $ 10 per month Q.n rent) and the 
other (fil.dgo No. J_) 0 6.00. 

They(the Union Arri) took possession not quite a month after J;r£ father 
died, July 4,1861. I could not sa~r for sure but I thfr1k they ~l. B;i:x:ter 
of the 72 Penno Fire ZouaY~ remained there that wintero-

Cross-examinatior: of James Ro Roeder: 

The same' office~; -(}1r. I3axter and his stafI) had control of the buildings 
on Poto:ma.c Street 0 n 

e. Thomas Jo Burleigh., past 50 years of age, owner in 1902 of Bldg. No. 16, 
state.ment of ""'ept. 5,1902: _. -
..- 11 I dont _re~eri'Ger about them (.:l:J:le Union Ar!'flj) oc-JEpying the two build.L.'1gs 

Q!gs. 5 and 'JJ on Potomac street, but I remember they were very mtv~h rJ.ama.eed 
by some one. II 

f • Surrrrnary of e7idence by Attorney G.W o t/iif- Hott$ aa.y 4,1906: 

11one (building No. 5J contained seven rooms and one ~dg. No. ~ five. 
~rThe buildings were-used for a ~,c;<;,,t' ./ • u a sta.ble--;and warehouses~/ 

Data from National Archi~es he cord Group No. 123, Circ'.lit Court 0£:, C;taiMS$ 
Claim File No. JC- 11803 Congressional Jurisc.ction 11 .Abst:i:-~ct of '""·n.dcri~e. 

i/lo./7-$ c.W.9nen-

2 
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' APPENEIX no. II 
. . . . : @~· 

A~.rchitectu:ral Description of and Plans of 

Bldgo No. 5, Roeder'~ Store,, 1:859-61; 
~, 

and /(~ew Data on the use and nature of 

Bldg. No. 5,- in 1861-62. 

·" 

··" 
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Built in 1856,, Bldgo Ne. 5; 1-;ras a two-story 
eµ,{ 

plus attj_c. brick and StODA str1.1cture With a sr.nll chir1ney C<::;ntertce 

j_,-,_ each gablA end. The gable roof was co1.rererl with slate a.r.rl thc;lte 

was r:o cGllar" The e::.:::t gable end, which fronteo on Po:.ori12.c. Street, 

was abm.:t 24 feet or three rays wide ""nd 
st-::,ne 

Th f . t t 11 . 'lt f'J,-~··7: e irs s ory wa s were ouJ. o_,rW,-.L,-

t11e house waE:: 20 fe<.')t c,eep. 

and the second of .__,~ick. 

corniceso ~1-:e entrc:nce door wc:.s loc&-ted in the cent,er b~y of t-he 

Poto!"lac Street facade ano wc:s fl2r-.ked on 9ither side by a wir..c'low 
door 

adcr::7.i:id with e:~erior pa.nelled sh11tters. A second ~, c<:mte::"ed 
~ 

in the brick second story- nP..d tcrped ty a re:ta!1g1llr-r transor,,., cpened 

out on to a small one-bay-wide wooden balcony. ~ On ei+,her s~.c.e~ 

flan!=ing the door and balcony, was a C~ ~ ,-dndow topped by 
eel 

a flat brick arch. A single widow was c~nter~ in _the ~ third 

or attic floor c1_bove the doer~.. All windows contained six over si.."'<: 

lights. There were ali:c two window:s., separated cy the end chirnney_. 

in the attic story of the rear gable end -r,:all. 

The first floor oft he P1.ai_-r1 house was designed for m:e c.s a 

tavern., ~ or a store, or a warehouse., and consisted of 011P, large 

roomso The UpPer floors., in.-1:-,ended. for use as a:. dwelling,probably 

had two roo!r'.s on each levelo 

A two-storybrick wing with a sloping shed roof adjoined 

the m:.~.r ho1!se c>.t the southwest(rear left-hand) corner. The wing., 

121.a feet wide 

floor. The 

and about 13 feet deep, contaiLed one room on each 
'vv~~t-b, it contains a firepl3cc.,~-

first floor ro.om may have served as 3. kitche;Ao.nd the 
l -- .., / 
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the room abo..,-e as a bec:room. W:.no.ows in the brick w;_r:g 

had six.over six lights and flat brick arche~. Ir.. 1861 
1 

::Jidg. No. 5 ccntained a i total of seven room.so 

no arehitectUl'al data h:tstcric str11.cture stu-:ly has ever been 

prepa=ed fo~ Dldgci No. 5 

_, 

1. See Phot0 .. !:ro. 2, Har!;6rS F'e~J Negative ~;o. 37<J, taken lE82-86;, 

Photo :ro. 3, Negative Iio. 190, to.ken le86-89, and No. 4,, :i.Ieg.:itiYe 

No. ]1001 taken in 1889. 

116 J. 
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New Data on the lJsR 2.nd !hture of 

€:./fo Frederick Ao Roder 1s Store, Building Ho. 5: and 5A , in lf,61-62 

.aoJohn J. Kern's claim~ October 4,1873$ for ~rent on behall of 
the Est.:i.te of F .A. l-',.oeder: J 

For Rent for two story Br_ick House on Potomac Street from 
July July 25, 1861 to 1'hrch 25,1862 at$ 12.00 per 
:t1:>nth ••••••••••• $ 108000 

rented by Col. Baxter conrnanding Baxter~Fhiladelphia 

John J. Kern(66 year old) statement of uepto 5$1902: P. L/ 
'.!'here was one buiJ:..ding (];01'0 on WashingtonG High)Ureet and 

two (°ID:dgs. No. 5 and 11 on Poto!l'ac StrP.et. 
They were all used by Col. Baxtmr 1s Zouaves.eoThe two brmck 

buildings on Potomac Street were used for stabl8s and othe..r purposes. 

.JL 

They took po·ssess:!:.9n shortly after Hr. Roeder was killed.•• 
They(!he Union Arrz,) held it continuously 1mtil Daxter left and they 

used them off and -on dur:L"'lg ·the entire war. I t:tiri.k Baxter left sonetL'11e 
in the spring of 1862 ••• ~ The other t~Uuildin~ on Potomac J:-,reet 
were worth $ 10.00 each _@ rent per month) and did bring $ 15.00 at one 
timeo 

The builQ_ings were in good condition when the u.s. first took possessionJ 
and he @:oede:c.) e.lways kept them in good repair. Tl:ey were in a bad cor..di tion 
when the t u.s. left themo The windows had been taken out and removed to 
Ca.mp Hill to build q1:arters witho I guess it would have cost $ 1,000.00 
a:t that ti-rr.e to restore the DJ buildings to the condition in which th~r 

were before the U.S. authorities used the sameo 

Cross-examination of Kern: Y'. !::, -

n ... • One of t~ b.,11-ildin.gs on Potomc Street had fi v~!'ooms @dgt_ No. 3} 
and the other (No. l);l;t-threeo... I can 1t say w:ho (§at e)fficer~ used the 
buildings on Potomac Street. They were in and out all the ti.>ne. •• The other 
two (lmildinga'.) on Potomac StreetC"W:P...re worifil abont one thousand dollars 
@ the time the occupancy comrnenc~. 

Ce 113.ry L. Kern., 59 iears old, oldest _shild of Frederick A. Roeder., 
Statement of i'.;)epto 5.,1902: f'.S 

" I know the u.s. authorities occupied buildings belonging to my 
father's estate during the war., - our home place ([Idg. No. lb) and two 
@dg. Nos• 5 and f) on Potomac Street •• • One (B"ldg 0 No. 5") on Potcr.iac 
Street Gontaine[)seven (roor.i) and the other (!ldbo- No. 0.e._fil five (root@). 

~ father was killed July 4.,1861. and the troops took posse~sio~ of the 
house @.ldg. Noo ½] that montho TheJr gave up the home building (Kp. l.fil :L."1d 
we took possession in ~-13.rch., 1862. 'l'he other two they 4,:-used after that at 
diffe.rent ti."'les during the waro They were brick buildings.,. (Toe Union Army 
us~ The Potomac Street buildings for stables and warehouses for storing 
feed., etco ·· · 

- 4 -
ll.7 



Building No. 5 Continued: 

0ross-exa_m:ination of r13.ry;t Lo Kern,1902: f, G, 

ll8 717 5-

11 The two buildings on Potomac Street were two· arid one;,_half stcu:ies 
high. I think it was Col. Baxter who had control of the home house~ldg. 
No. 1§) · and it was the same troops had the other twoo11 

d. james R. Roeder, 54 years old, secona qJ,dest s·on of Frederick A/. 
Roeder, state:gient of ~ept. 5,1902: 'f, lf , 

The Union ar._!!V used three houses (Bidgs. Noo 5, ?,. and 1.£1 and a 
bakery{]:idg. No. 16A1J belonging to my father 1s. estate.•• 

The oth~ two bu:i.J-cl.ings were on Potomac Streeto T:b& wiere bui.l,.t 
of brick. One (.fil..dg. No.r£1J had seven rooms and the other LBldg. No. 7J 
five. They used the lower part for horses and had forage~ the upper 
part. The larger building was worth $ 10 per month ( in reiili.} and the other 
$ 6.00. t ---

They(Qie Union Arni) took possession not quite a month,.after rzy­
father die..d, July .. 4, 1861. I could not sav for sure but, I t:h.iP_i( they A 
(Col. Baxter of the -72d Penn. ,Fire Zouave.i) re:r.iained there tho.t 1-rinter. V -

Cross-examination of James R. Roeder: fJ, ~ 
tThe same officers (W. Baxter and his staf'!} had control of the buildings 

on Potorr..ac Streeto'' --... 

ea Thorr.as J • Burl~i6h,, past 50 years of age, avmer in 1902 of Bldg. No. 16, 
statement of .:jepto 5,. 1902: {). b. 

m . 11 
I. dont" reme:r.iber about them (filie Un:i on Ar~ occupying the two buildings 

wu1.ldings 1fo. 5 and jJ on Potomac Street, but I remember they were very 
much damaged by some one. 11 

f o Summary of the evidence by Attorney GoW. Hott., l·t..y,4 1 1906: 

110ne (Blc.g. No.5) contained seven roons and one (Bldg. No. 5) five. 

The buildings were used for •••• a stable, and warehouses 0 11 

Data from National Archives .t~ecord uroup No·. 123, Circuit Court of Claims, 
Cl.aim file No. JC-11803, Congressional Jurifis<liction. 
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NEW DATA OK THE Plii'BICAL BI~~TOHY .AIJ) USE 
OJ;, rr,, rr 't'Tl 1 ,n 1,7'~-,;r,~,~ c• ,_.~_;;;;;;;.;..:...:~:,-:..;;,,~ 

.'-~-±-ft.,.:Y--rv.-:;"1rr::--rr'~-..,.~~M:rr;;,:~-i~··i, --~· . .J....'.: .... d,,l,,..;.:",. ..:.,-'.... , ,w1_._,.", ........ , 

W6~ 

CL Frederick A,, Rot1o_cr he::;iclonce and Bakerz.:t~U.clgs., No., 16 and 16A 

(l'.l I tJ ohn ,J ~ Kern's cJ.airl for rent on behalf of Etstate of F ,,A" Roeder 
October h, 1873: ("" 

fron July 25 ,1861 to l~"'ch 25 ,1862 F'or Rent of two-
story Brick House from July 25th 1261 to 1'h't'r:?.h 25th 1862 nine 
l1ontl"!S at, ~) 18 o-00 per l{onth, ( H outrn) on 1-:b.in St., ( High or 
Washington Street),,., • ., ••••••••••••• $ 1.62 .. 00 

For-lient of Bakery on 1'-kin Street(Bldg., 16 or 16A )from Ju]_y 
il4 25,1e61 to 41.rc:h 25,1862 at $ 20000 per ~b:i:;1,.;}J_ •••••••• ., $ 180000 

(Total for tvio ,, ..f~~ .3\? aOO) 
rented by Col .. Baxter Commanding Ba:::ter,'Fi.:re Zouaveso 

/'Ju (J.,cfc f;0A,.:.. 
The clair"i further st~t es n we .::iaw the troops conirnan<lE:";d 

bJtt in the Builcline and occu;,ied. by them as Head lslu2,rt.ers .,i: 
signed by George P., Gar'.':ner a.nd An~~hony Dusc::y ~ 1-1.te Orclnance Depto 

8 1 John ,r. Kern 1s staterrient,September 5,1902: LP rJ 
I lived in the main. builcing(I3J.dg. Noo J~6) nt the be6inx1ing of 

, the war.. < ori Washington (§f Higfil' Street 
There wz.s one buildi.11g f1C2)Af111~l two on Fotom,9.c street, o 

They were allj;l.sed by Co1.., :Oax·t;;:,r 1s Zou.aves.. The large brick 
buildin,1:; 'Gl9. ili.6-2 on ~h:.8rd.ngton(~ Hic}.J Street was used for a 
post-offj ce and of£'icec • .,., 1 

They(Ihe Union Arr:_ri_) took possession shorty 3.fter 11.r., Haeder wc~s 
killed..,., 'l'l.!QY hel4\ it con_i.i.rmously until Baxter left and they 
used then (the 3 builcl.in~ off and on c1,u.ring the entit:'e war., 
$ I think BaxtC?.r left _J3ometime in the snr:t':'1~ of 1862 <> 

The main building 0.6,..), -with the bakeryQpA1.) in bncl: was worth 
at that t:i_rne $ 2,50,00(fm1() par month.,.,,.., 

"The huildinga; were in good condition when the UcS. first toot 
possession, and he ([oede:r] alwc:.ys kept thern in good repairo They 
were in bad condition when the U cS o left them" The windows had been 
taken out and removed to Ca.mp Hill to build quarters with@ I guess i.t 

would have cost $ 1,000.,00 at that time to restore the buildings to the 
condition in which they w:ere before the U.,So authoriti'3S used the same., 

1.o Curicut Couilt of Clairr.E, JC 11803 
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Bld.go 16 Continued: 

C . "t. o n -i I J v 1''' /6 ,,.,," .. ,,-, c,J .-, t)pn 1 l"~ .. J 00? ~ 10, 3/-ros s exarn:u,-c J. n oi , o.,n .... ,,,. ":i· o ,; ( .. ,.,. ,, --"·:i· ",:, .,,.,--. - - 1 J) 

li l ti . .I.',,, ---·. ' ,~. ,-i. _J:'J ~ - t' . There were seven rooms a to~;o 11er J.n 1,Ju l'l :u1 rn J .• • •• ,J.n'-' \..;.r:..i. c:.n(1 ,nree in 

the bakery parto.. They (the Ar1TL) useft the: 1;•:-dn 1:m:1 7 
•. d5.ng for a post-o.15f:i.ce 

but I do not kn0V1r who ua.s 1-~2pocrt;mar,ter,. On) of the.- 0 r:-:.s Dill:r ',Ja11.,. _ I d~ot 
reme..mber what other offic(~S u~1cd it" .... '1'he buildin:~ on :fash:L:r,[;;tc::1 (Qr Hiu.lJJ 
Street was worth not less than O 2000,.00 rtt the t:l.r:c-; ·Lhc: occu.panc~y corrJnencede • ., 11 

C,. Statement of 11;,ry Lo Kerr:£ ,59 years oJ.d and t.}i.: oldest child of 
Frederick Ao 11.oeder, 0 epto 5,190~'! P-5-

I know the UoS,, authori-tics oc.cup::t,:::l bui.ldings be1.onc;ing to 
r.; <l 1fo o 16) contained my father 1s estate c:.nring the ,:ct:r.s,- our he·, 

..tJ'L' •-','·i--1·/lli'YI 'J/rJ1/' eleven roor:n;; l,rl:f\~ -»•J:.;.,:Jr-;;,,f,ff-9,71--r:.,_.~~ii]--,,, · 0 • 0 6 

Our father uas killed July 4,lb6li ~J:.,.., 'Lhe troop:; took po::rnession of the 
house that :rmnth., TJ1ny ~ave up ths hone bu:!.ldins ~Lil ue took posscsEion in 
l /f_ 86 . t b . 1 . . r,1- • d l o·a -<::1.rch.,:1 1 2 •• ~. Tl:ey w ere brJ.c.<:: ·ui __ cu.r:::;s,,, J..11t y oc.:cup10 our 1 £. e 
building for a post••of:f.'ice and o.t'ficeJ:'s c'.m:r-terti ,, ... c 

Cross-examination of .i13.ry L., 1{crn: 

The home buildi.r1g was three and orc=:~:,.J_f' stor:i.-.f: uu I thin!.: it was CoJ . ., 
Baxter who had control of the home h0:1se c:~nc'. it ,;.ms the same troops 
had the other twoe-

do Statement of James Ro Roeder, Sept,, 5.,J.902- occond olde:.;t uon of Fode:d.c1: 
A.,. hoeder :, 51.i years old.., p 3 

The(J?_nion arml ueed throe houses (:i'IIdgs., l:oo 5, 7 3 and Jfil and a""'­
bakery -..:'.::_ldg., 161,.?) belonginr; to 11-zy- father 1s cst-c-l;v"~ The hc•:n.e placo(:Bld,,., 
No .. 16J-~- a bricl/building-- wc.s used for the;('./:1-post officcJ and office;.E: 1 

lmadquarters. It containi,d eleven roo::•s_s situ.~tcd .. on the rnain Dtreet, 
known as Washington (Qr Higl:\) Streoto l-t, ousht to have been worth at thLt 
time $ 18 to'r/;t 20 Cfn·rcrt}per 1110::Ttho..,.__._ .. _ 

They(the Union ar~ Utl6d. the b~kery (16,~j to bc.ke bread ino There 
was wood house and shed cor.r~octed with this o lt adj oino.d. the main builrlinr.: 
(Bl.dr;,. No., lQJ.. They tore down these bu:iJ.r.ings 2-n,9:6:sed them in buildi:'16 .. 
their camps., :,y- father was in the br,J:::m'3r busi1vss at the beginning of the 
war. He was the only bab-)r in town (.f,n rn~.JJ o 

Col.. Baxter of' the 72d Perm., Ffre Zouav0s occ1,piod the homo building{G.,,. 
lei).. I dont know whether he Fas the co-·1ri\'::,nding oi'ficc-:r or not o 

They ~ took possession not riuite n mo1-1th afi.,cr uy father died, JuJ.y 41 
~ 186L~ I co11ld not say .for sure but I think thoy remained there that 

winter., 

Cross-f>xarnination of James n. Roec1.0rg P, L/ 
Mt• o Baxter ;rnd his staff h2.d control o!: tlw bakery,, Tb_ey we_re in the 

house (fildg o }Jo. ~0" J:,tr f ,'.rLhri:c· or.1ploycJcl the two older @oedc:;:J boys in 
the bakery and sorr:r:!tir0.1?s he Hould get others o • 0 

J.21 



E, Th.ornas J., Bm:•leigh, v,st. ;;o yenrs 
who hEiCl nurchasc,d this strur:t.nre on 
Sept. S,J?02: Ph. 

of agf~:, owner of Bldg., No., 16., 
,Jc1nu.ary 3 1 1llt31. His statcr1ent of 

I h1ow tihe Ir .. ~}., aut;w:~:-~_:c:~l o-:;c:·::-:/.,,: !)·1n briek building( Ho., 16) 
on \t!anhh1gton s trcnt belon[::Lng -'.:,o t)w Eoedur estnte, in which I now 

liveo 
'.i:hGre Hre ten roo;;-is j_n the building nat-r and it is the s;-ir:i.e as it was 

then., They took po2.session I think it yas the first year of the war 
and I think they he:1.d it for about a yc,J,,.~ 0 I do not }:now the exact 
time but I re,1e,:'.,e:r ver:y· d:.1.,::t:i.:n.c\tly of t 1 1en1 going out and when they cane 
back.. They used it for 11 pmot=officc and there we:;.·0 sorne soldiers in 
there -too6 11 

F. Sunnrk1.ry of tho EvidencG by Attorney Gir ;·J~ Hott, l-'.r-i_y l.i.,1906: 

One of theJY1(Bldgo Ho., Vi) co:ntuinsd t,":n or eleven roor.,o(in 1e61) 
and was usod as- a r;ost-offi::;e and c.ff~~cn··s I c_;p:2..rt0::'.'1J. A b.s.kery was 
also ut.iliz ed by -tho Union li.rr0J· o 

Data f!'om I:ational Archiioes Heco~·d uroup 123.,, C:l.:t'8ui:e, Court of 
Clairas, Clair;,. file No., JC- ll802-C:ongresoion2.3'~-- Jurisd:Lctj ori"' 

Note: See Harpe:cs Ferry Necative HJ?- 208 for a 1861~ \Iaud sketch of 
a· Union Arrrry bakers in operc:,-:;ion 2.t Harpe:cc r'erry o This bakery· w2c: 
probabl3· l'.:!cated i:.'.1 the Snall ll.:r·sc"1al Du:Llding,- U.,So Block A., 
Shenandoah Street"' 
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· Four -
Historical Photographs of the Exteriors 

of Bldg.so N"o. 5, and 7, 

Taken 1865-1889. 

/tJtG~it!! Ir' 
Note : There are no !mown photos of the 

A 
~'.R' ,., r?v of any Harpers l''erry buildings; 

taken prior to 1890. 
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John. Brown's FortlHarpP.r's F~, 1865 

Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No. IIF-55. 
ft4;4 

Left :f'oree:rou!1rl.: C'iates anrJ. fence of'~entrance to the U.S. Musket Facto:ry,i 

AboYe Armory brick wall at left; north gable wall of Bldg. No. 9 and rear wing(Bldgo8 ). 
and beyond itJ.,, the Catholic: School House. 

Above Bldg. No. 8..1 is St. Peter 1s Roman Catholic Chu-rchi Returning to center foreground 
the " T\ 

in HJ.sket Facto;vy Yard,. if' tl~ JohQ,_ Brown Fort or Armory Fire Engine a M H I House 
A Q;-r.u..U;h-.. /'rl f7-i't') 

(with ·cupola on roof} ancl irmnedie.tely to the right is the Armory OfficeSor Headquarters 
((';t/,t- lfb/ J., 

Building'\ Between the Fort and Office.; and beyond the musket Factory brick wal½ can 

be seen pP.rt of Bldg. No. 7, the White Hall Tavern(note that its first story is painted 

white). Above the roof of Bldg. 7, in the second tier of structures, can been seen 

the rear elevation of Bldg. No., 15(with two dormers in its roof)., and to t/i. right, the 

rear facade of Bldg. No. 16, Frederick A. RoAr3.er 1s Hesidence. In the third tier of buildings~ 

beginning above the cupola on the Fort.,, is Bldg. Noo J!A- The Harper House., once(l 782-1803) a 
a-tL .~ 

tavern,. moving to the rieh~ Bldg. No. lB- Dro Nicholas 11.i.rmion 1s residence.,, and Bldg. JIC., 

one of Dr. Ittrrnion 's two tenant houses. Above· Bldg.~ lG, in the fourth tier., is Bldg 0 4BA., 
~ St. John's Protestant Epf5copal Church and the structure to its left, visible b09catl Bldg. lB, 

is U.S. Armory Dwelling House No. 21., 



'' 

l'hcto lJo., 1 HF-55 -1865 

, , 

' , 



J'ohn Drcwn 1s Fort, 1882-1R86 

HarpArs Ferry NJIP :,;Ag~tive lfo. HF-379, 
-~ LG .to~ Cf,.,..,R, ~a:, 

I.11 foreground,-/~r~.Ai aJt left.,. entrance 5ate to u.s. M.1.sket Factory Yard~ mouing right a-,.-/ 
,~'i.-~£ 

within the yard, John Brown 1s Fort(the Armory Fire Engine House).,. and the Armory OfficeSor 
..L.o 

Headquarters 3ui_ldjng. Returning to the left and beyond the Armory brick wall.,,/\ the notth 
;:,.,;c ~l..._./E",0-?3, 

gable encl·· of Bldg. No4: 9 and 81
, above 8ft?is St. Peter 1s Roman Catholic Church/ Heturning to 

the second tier of Dtructures J Bldg. Noo 7 J-. i"lhi te Hall Taivern(notice both stories are painted 

white) is visible between the Fort and ltrmory Offices. A portion of Bldg. No. S -ii rises above 

· the Arrr1ory Office Buildingo In the third row, beginninc by the cupola on the fort 
;;::..Z:Z: . /_ \ 

rn.oving right.,...c:the rear elevation of Blog. No. 15 ~largely concealed by tree1/and to 

and~ 

its 

right a portion of Bldg. No. 16 .. The next structure(with white facade) is actually located on 
the oppoo i te s.i.d8 of m gh StreP.t on 11 &;;er lL.ot 1:o o 56B, as is the house with two dormers 
i.111mroiately to its rjght;on WElger Lot No. 56.\. The structure below. the kit 56fi. House is 
Armqry Dwelling Honse No. ll-1-, which was situated on Hager Lot lfo. JlBo In the third tier., 

returning to the left and above the cupola is Bldg. U, the Harper House; and moving to the 
rightj-SBlng. JLB- DJ'.". Nicholas Marmion 1s residence, and Blclgs. lC and JD, the First and Second 

8 Ma.TP1ion Tenant Houses .. The dwelling above Bldg. ]ID is located on Wager Lot No. 43. The 
· 1a.rge stru'.:!ture on the hill beyond Bldg. No. 1B and Ji.C,, is St .. John's Protestant ~l Churcho-
Bldg. No. 48A/ ~~h.. l%S-I-S-i,. . tf PJf>'i/4-p,-Q. 

125. 
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[o 2- HF1t' 3 79 ( 1882-1886) 



PIW1'0C1Ui.PII no. 3 

.rem~ BP.O'v!?PS FffiT t 18f36-1889 
Harpers ferry ~;-I.IP Negative Ho. HF- 190. 

~ Left to ri,;ht: trorth wall of Bldgo l!o. 8.,. then John Brmm's Fort(or Armory Fire 

Engin\; Hous~ .. and then, heyond t,1-•8 Armory brick wall., the facade of Bldg. No. 5., Roeder 's 

Store(note that the_ first story is painted white). Above and beyond Bldg. 5 can be seen 

the rear. of Armory Dr.rnll:i.ng No. 14, located on Wager 1,ot Hoo 18;~ above this is Dldg. lD., 

one of Dro Ihrmion 1s two tenant houseFJ. Above Bldg. 1D can be seen pa.rt of the house situated 
a...,.,l 

·on Wager Lot 43~ the building to its right stands on wiager Lot No. 42. 

Returning to the center, the two dormers visible above the fort and to the 

ribht of the cupola are in the roof of Bldg. J.B., Dr. Nicholas Harmion's residence. 

The gable end of St. John 1s Prote~ant Episcopal Church.,, Bldco no • ., 48A., rises above the 

roof of Bldgo J.B. The house at the top of the hill., to the right of the church., is a 

new residence dating from the 1880 1s. 



1. 

' ' 



I':!OTO'.BAPH NO. 41 

John Brown 1s Fort in ti-ie 18~9 Flood 

Ha F 'TU-0 I·T . t · ~T ID' 100 rpers erry .,.a ,egct ive •. o. ·- ~ 

ts~ 
Ieft to right: In ~regrou.'1.d, ArT'1fJry fence and g.?.te, then John Brown's 

" Fort( or Arnory .::ire engine house), and at the right, bej:ond the brick 

Armor>J fence or wall., the front elevation of Blde. Ne. 5, P.oc:ier 1s 

Store. Note that the first story of Bldgo 5 is painted "rhitG .• 

Ret~nr; to the left, beyond the Arr.iory· brick w.:i.ll is the north wall 

of Bldgo Ne. 8. On the hill., above the fort 1s. cupola, is Bldg. lA, 

) 

the Harper House, then 1IB· , :!Jro aarmfon 1s Residence, and Bldgs. 18 and J.D, 

the First and Second Hs .... "1"1llion Tenant Houseso Above lD, is the hol:se standing 

on Wager Lot No. 43. The large building ~.risible c:bov8 Dldgso lB '1.nd lG 
t&idt, 'l-8'"4. 

is St •. John 1s P.!-orbestant Episcopal Church) A l'he house at the top of the 

hill and right of the church dates from the 1880 1s. 

Returni.ig to John Brown 1s Fort, part of White !full, Blee. :Jo. 7 

(note the second story is paiu.ted white) is visible c>.bove the right end 

of the Fort. Part of the rear elevation of Bldg. No. 16 is t.o be seen 

above Bldg. lJo. 7. The house visible to the right of Bldg. 16 is located 

~ its right~ and rising above 
·wJi.,c1...,..,~ 

\ 
/ 

on Wager Lot 55A and the structure to 

Bldg. No • 5, is Armory Dwelling House lfo. 14, s:ITtbat ed on Wager l.ot No. 18. 

' \ 
I 
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Photo No. 4 HF .. ]DO ( 1889) • 



FIVE TI.,LU.STP.ATEVE MAPS: 

1. Wager Lots 13-16 in 18460 

2 o Wager Lots 13- 16 in JL8lf8 

3 o High Street Area,. i,a.ger Lots 17 Jo. 34 in 1844. 

4. High Street Area$ Wager :ii..ots Ji..7 to 34 in 1859. 

5. Po'tomac Street Area in 1859 

l'vhps prepared by· Charles vl. Snell. 
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ORICilA/4L DEFO OATEO OCTOl3ti?'{ ~ /835 
FO,R LJE.fO:IPTIO,V qc CJIVIJION' Or LOTJ 
.8E7Wt-"EN THI: W4Ge-R MG'l~.f. 

·Jf' W/-1!0:& rME><6 , f A r, ,-JPA a1r7" ~ITW¥IAI FN#Jf ~r,f 
.,r;A.•D T""9frc,~r• f".r' FNF Z>E£0 T.tl&J6' z:wr~JA~~.,. 

r"A l'i'F/-*A'MNCE 1'b f=,.16,~D,N.& ,Y&l'6 0~1j;/WAL. n,,/E •/C/11,tV.tf' 

pv,r ./J ,.,,,rr,o ;A.. ' n:, r.w1 c,1D 4~"' .,..v.D p-o£or&> 
THltl& r1MIJ. tr 'J n,.c,v dN Jo,wl ,,,. r,,..,, ,'~'-"S JINO NIIS 

lll'CN /lf:J•/ll'f IVT<~III M.-K,,v& IT' D;,-,,&uLr T• J-N'7»41fA,­
o,c. T-'tA~C. 

#OT& ALSO D1SeN•PAA/~y' /5,#'*tJ#IN CYl.11..Jlf. z,,.,,,.;v.,l,#Atl 

AND to, o,MENJ1•NJ' ~ J,JNI ~o 6ICTIWO .. D -

- , . . ~ 

HAKP£'.kS r£,'c1n•' A/,4 7/0A/AL MOA/UMENT 
T~At:rD ,_.ON! 0MIQINAL Jvt.y 111 1,~r •>" '4 W/1' 



. loc'.ltion Bldg • 

. UoSo 1e.nd.,. House 
Block c,, 
Lot ]. 

Shenar.clo2.h 
Street. 

Block C., House 
Lot l, 
Shenandoah st. 

J.,S. Lot l~o. 1, 
1r..enancl.oah St.reet 

·wager Lot Ifo1 48, 
ihenandoah Stre~t 

legend for M=tp of Harpe!' 1 s Ferry,. 1835 , 

119.ps B and C 

i• ~Jo. 

No. 3 

No. 1-i: 

Business 

Glo½<=> Inn(lB.32-1835) of'John Fitzsir.mlons. 
(Brick) 

Dry Goods: Store of John G. Wilson(l834-1839). 
(Stone) 

El~.g. 1Jo. h5 - Major James Stephenson's Hotel(l830-l837). (Stone). 

_,, 
Apothecary Shop of Dr. George B. Step~enson and 

Dr. James Andrews( lE27-l837). (dtone) 

lager Lot Ho.,,~ 4~,, Bldg. 1'b. 40- Dry Goods Store of Henry Crampton(Ji.831-1635. 
lhenando~h Street .--=-..:::::..;:...-...,;:_-'--(~tone) • 

rager !.ct No. 50.,. 
:nenandoah Street 

ager Lot No. 51 
enanrioah e.nd 
gh Streetso 

'·'aoer lot r,•o Ii U O ,4l a ,r' 
2, High Street. 

;:ger Lot Ifo.. 15, 
henando2h and 
gh Streets. 

-Jager Lot No. lh,. 
3henandoah Street 
·lager Lot JL2, 
:o\r!"IJ fot Square 

1ger Lot No. ll.,. 
orry Lot Sqanre. 

•er Lot No. 10\,. 
r-ry Lot Squ;u-e 

Stone Stable leased by William and Sru;IUel B. 
Anderson. (1833-1839) (~. 

Dryf Goods..,,Grocery, and General Store of WilJiam 
ar.d Sanruel B. Anderson., (1832-1839). (Brick). 

Bldg.!fo.37- Drug Store of Adam Young & Compa;ro,-.,. including 
Fruit, Confectionaries and Fancy Goods.,1831-1838. 

(Stone). 
- 11 fiarper 1s Ferry ifote-111 of Nicholas, 2nd Isabella 

Fitzsimmons.,, 1835-1838.- (Frame). 

Old Tenement House(Frame). 
S'f'~ ·, 

'fi.ro stores (Brick): Northeast i( Joseph L. Russ:ell & 
Co:r1pe.~r (Richard Russell)- Dry C-oods (1831-183 7). 
Southwest Store: Apothecary Shop of Dr. Joseph G. Hays, 

(~ JL831- 1.838). 

{/ Two Stores (Brick) South Store : Dry Goods and 
Grocery Store of Richard D. Dorn (1834-1846); 1Jort!1 
Store : Post Office, Thomas W o Ke~es .,,Postmaster., also 
Sho&-;iaker's shop of John Bo Shope and Tailor Shop 
of Louis Gosson, 1834-JLB36. 

Frame building.,, 24 by 29 feeto Tailor Shop o~ 
Pharis Ferral., 1834-35., 1835-36. 



LocJ.tion Dldr; .. lJo. Business 

Haeer Lot No. 9,. 
FPrry lot Square 

Wager Lot No,, 7,, 
For~r Lot &1uare 

Wager Lot Ho .. 5, 
Forry Lot Square 

fager wt 1foo h 
Ferry Lot Square 

Tager Lot No., 2 , 
'erry wt Squnre 

]A Wager lot 45.,. 
[igh Street -
t·far;er L0t h4,, 
!igh Street 

Wager Lot 53, 
. gh StEe-et 

13 

W azPr Lo:b No o 5).J13 , 
ligh Street 

Wager Lot No. 55B:, 
1™@r Street 
.Jager :::..ct no. 3h-High 
War:;er Lot, Ho. 36, 
High Street,. 

Stone hons e( hO 'by 2t feet)- Dry Goods 
Store of Thomas V.,,~ ifu~;hes (1834-1B3 7) • 

Old Frc1.t1e W3rehouse ( ? to 183 7) of Wager 
F2.r:rl.ly o 

(Brick) l:ati7,ri3l Hotel of Samuel Gibson, .,tJ.~­

(lSJL~~,lflL10)~f..Zcl. 'c1c1.ed a store: Re'.ldy...lhde 
Clothing,. Boots and Shoes, lfats, C.:i.ps.,. Groc9ries., 
Ciueenswa:::>e, and Harc:rn:i.re store of Samuel Gibson, 

(1834-llil+ 0) 0 

( Stone,. .55 by 20 feet) Tailor sho1") of George 1:l., 
Cu.t,shcw and Skeegs<> (1832-1836/. 

22 
(Frame, obout;~ by 20 feet). :lfook and Stationary 

Store of J,;J.nos A. Fitzcirrrr:1ons( 1833-184.5) o 

J..eased ry ';;illia,:i Anrierson(l834-18lr0)., used as a 
tenerr1ent and bos.rding house,;, (Stone,, Ha.rper Eo'.lE' 9). 

Leased by William Anderson (1334-40)., used as 
t t i b ,. h (.b .. ) ,enemen, anc~ oaruir,g .ouse. rJ.c.l:c 

One cor:J.f ortabJ.e two-story f:rar.ie dwelling,( 2 8 b;r 18 
feet) (~Prior to is3.5) • 

One comfortable I frame dwelling house. 

One stone dwelling house,. 22 by 22 feet. 

Street a;1d ArTior·y Alley Possibly two one-story wooden 
- Stone dwelling hmrne house,. one 25 by 20 feet e.ncl 

thA other 20 n 12. 

Shenandoah Street 
Blad: B 

Bldg., 34 ... 3.5 IIbm.e of lhster Armorer Bcr.jami:.r-1. Moor 

To So Blor,k B ,. 
,ot 5 ,-Sl-ienandoah 
treet 
Old. Pa.y Office, 
Shemn cloc.h Street 
Superintenclent 1s 

Office, Shenandoah 
Street°' 

Aroemi.1 Scp:are; 

(1830-1850) (Brick) ( U"S" Armory Dwelling) 

Home of PoymastCJI' Daniel Bedir~ger(1830-l838) 
u .. s. Armory ti¾,_(brick). 

_, OI'fice :for the Pa:-.1111..aster of the Armory ,,1822-18440 Briel:,. .,N Lrsenail Squ:::.re. 
Office of the Suped.ntcndent of the Armory, 1832-Hil.i5 ~ 
Brick,- Arsenal Sc1m1.re .. 

Old a"':!d New Arsenal Euildir;gs,- brick<> Ice Hou.r~e, 
qtock House, c:ncl Lum.her Shed, fr2.me 0 L1so Superint(md,,L", 
Garrj_age House, frame., 

• ,., I 
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TO 

FROM 

OP'(iONAL F0f1.M NO. 10 
MAY W:02 EDITION 

C!;A F"PMf'< (4.! C'FR) 101~11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Me11-iorandii1n 
Dr., 1)·,,_rjd :,Jr1Jlace 

}lnrricrt> rerr~r Centnr DATE: Aur;ust ?2,197~ 

Histor-i:-:n r;1-;.~_rles 11 .. Sn2ll, E:is-bor:ie Pres<~rvation Project-::ast_,J)SC 

SUBJECT; tJnof:::L-~~J c::c:py of r\:.:rniE:hing Study i'cr Bldgs., Ho., 5 and 7, }brpers 
li'crry ~;-:.tio:::Al Historical Park .. Paclrnge Ho. J.08., 

Enclo:::;,v1 for yol1r i 1".for:-1ation is an advanced r.rnl unofficf'.1 copy of 

the fir1a1 c1:;:nft of th::: 11 H~ .. storic I\trnishing St,1.~r1y for White Hill Tavern 

( T_._
1 J.J1a., 1-Yo- ·71 c·n" s're-<·--,,i·c· 1r ~ P.oed'>Y>!s .<::tori=> (r-.-J"o ~To c') and::. L, V j f....,.,_ {J J, ;'lJt::.I,.. 1.,1.\., .c'a(; _., ·'- l..,_ lJ •• ~;' \<J ~l!UQ .l't( t, ;:;:> ,_, ,._ .....,. 

History of JL.rpors Ferry TavPrns, 1782 - lcl61.,'' r1atec1 August, 1975.,. about 

You ,·:rill recc:,jve a offical copy fro.m the I:.SC at SO'Ie lc:-:ter dc:.tF1 for 

Unde-r a sep.qr2 te co·.rer I ;tnI s er.ding you 

the 11 cri;:;i:ri,,.l xerox c0pic-s of the wills, Inventories of perso1:1al and 

rc:,l pro~',.:.'.°t~r, and acco1,_1:'.'lt of s::i.les of perf'onal property of John .l'.. 

Gibson and ~x rtin Gracf'.t Harpe:rs I'err-.r ta-rern owners.. T:)rped versions 

of these c1.oc:1,1ent.<:r are j_nclu.dec. in the Furnishing Stm1y. t!hen you are 

done with the coyiies.,thc,y shoulei r,rol:lably be s,:mt to the Pv.rk to be 

inclu~lcd in thei.r 11ic;-torica~ collection of c:.ocm'1ents o 

with b0st rc[;arc\s 

Cho.rleo W., Sne11 

Enclosures 

Buy U.S. Savin;u Bonds Ref!.ularly on the Payroll SavinJ!.S Plan 



TO 

FROM 

OP1·10NA.L F'ORM NO. 10 
MAY 10t2 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (.u CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Me1norandum 
Ur .. Archie \·i. Franzen 
Ihrpers Ferry tb:t~.onal H:ixtoricaJ. Park 

DATE: }.ugm:t 22 ,1975 

EistoriD.r: Charles ~·;. E>mll> Historic Pre:Jervation Project-l·:~wt., DSC 

SUBJECT: F1,offica1 ccry of fim.l dr2.ft of Yt1 rn:Lshi:ng Study for Dld[;s o l;o. 5. and 
7, Harpe-1'.'s ferry Hatior1al Historic~~l Park .. Pac:h:age IJo ll)f\ 

Enclosed for your and Supt. l1artin Commy's information is an advanend 

and unoffical copy of the final ciraft of the II Hi:itoric Furnis17 ing Study for 

o.nd 3 History of H<?,rpr,:,:ro Ferry Tave:rns;,1782-1861/1 dated Au0ust 1?75, about 

]Jl pages, 8 JT'cips, h photos, 3,nd nlans of Bldg.so Ho .. 5, ?, anri 16 .. You will 

· The Part will be receb•ine 2.n offical copy for review fro:,1 i:rhe rise at sone 

later c..::.tEJo 'i:'his copy is to nake ava:1J "J,le inr.10d:i.c1tcl;r to yo·o. anJ. +,he 

Park Interpret·1tive st2ff the findir.gs in this· report., You will note 

that tber.:e i::: new data on thA use of DlrJgs. 1;00 ::, 7, 16, u.ncl 16A c~u.rinc 

t:ie Civil \-laro Thanks for aJJ. y-01.1r he:\p., 

Cherles ~. Snell 

Ru-v TT r r .,,,,;_,,,," r P.nnJ r 1l 11truf,,,.J,, nr. t/.1,, P ,,,, .. nll r ,u,;~rn r PJ.,,,,,, 



TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1862 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (<1 CFR) 101-11.S 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Superintendent !13.rti:ri "r. Conway., 
Harpers Fsrry National Historical Park 

-- .. -: 

DAtl:: Aubust 22,1975 

Hifltoria::i Charles W .. Snell, Historic Preservation Proj ect.,East-DSC 

SUBJECT: Historfoal Pata for Park Rese2rch Files.,. re Freder5 ck A. Roeder and 
FaJY'.ily., and lJo&h H::1.~.'c!es-. s_:3-yne. 

The en~losed cb.ta w2..s collected in the ~ourse of rry rese:ireh for thr.:i 
Furnisr.irig Study for Bl:lg3. No. 5 ar.:'1.. 7, Package Ira. 108 and I 2.m 

sendi!lS it en to you so it caI'-. bP- placed in th0 Park 1s Historical 
Eesearch File. 

1. cx:ipy cf a sketch of the life of Noah H. Swa;r-rie,_,1804-1884,- who owned 
about one-:.hird of the lots in the Hager Six Acre r,ese:rvc1t:!.on and 
Three-fo1J..rth .t.ere FcrrJ lot I~eserv2ction.,, fTo:::1 1835 to 18~7, c'.'.nd still 

owned 10 lots and fo,_ir builc:1,ings in 186:I:..,. fro:-1 the I:iction2.r>r of Ar.:eriean 
!?_ioc:'a:'.Jhy .,. Vol. XVIII.,,. ;,o o 239-2L.L ?11ybe his papers c::n :-,e locaterJ. 

in Hew York City historical collect'i.ons s:ome r3ay. 

2. P.ec:orcb of the U.S. Court of Claiw..s.,. Cl2..i.."':l File 1:o. Cci-llfl02-
Frederick Ao :=:ocder vs. th8 'J.nited State:::.,. 1El73-J915. 3ight doc1uri_entR, w 49 pages xerotred.,. P..ecord Grou.p No. 123 .,, ~J:-.tio~E<ii. Archives, Suitl<i.:rJ.d, 
11lryl2T'd Ge:::1ter.,, Mi. (These are lis+,Pd o~ the .:ittached sheet) 

Wit~ best recR.rds 

~f!J~ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll S-,11int,.r Pin 



DOCffi.IENTS :rn NATIONAL J..TI.CHIVES RI:Ca?.D GROUP NO. 123,. 
at Suitland.,1-faryland., Centero 

. Ji.ecordB -of the. u.s. Court of ,Clairr.s,. -
Claim File No. CJ- llSOl:.,.Frederick A. Roeder.,, 

Congressional Jurisdiction 

1. Congressional l0537J Cuun! +'1 C {~,re.~ +c ~ ND~ 
· 10812 Q .I-1. Claim- Act July 4.,:t..864- 1873: · 

Claim of J .J. Kern.,, Admrcr E.@,g) A. Roeder ~state.,, 
Jefferson Co. WoVao For hent of$ So4.00o Papers dated 

Septenber 25 and 26,. 1873.,. five pages. 

2o- Power of Attorney_,. Claim of J.J. Kern for lient., $ 504.00., 
dated Octobe~I 4i and October 8.,l!l73. 5 pageso 

3o Decision of the 'third Auditor in the Claim of J.J. Kern,, 
Adnir. of the Estate of F .A. Roeder deed. for rent of houses. 

in Jefferson Coo,W.Va.- Disallowed June 1., 1880; ... 
Cong .. 10537 file No.., two pages. 

4. Cong.,# 105370 F. A,, Roeder vs:The~United Stateso.._ 
Depositions of James R. hoeder,, J .Jo Kern.,, ·'1ary L., 

Kern 1ot Thos Burleigh in behaff of claimant. Court of Claims., 
filed September JlO .,,1902., 17 pages. 

5. In the Court of Glums,. No. 1Jill02 Cong. J. W. Gardner,, 
adrri.nistrater of F ,,A. B-oeder. decdo vs; The United .'.itates . .,, 

Petition. G.W .. Hott, Attorney for Claimant. Filed Ea.y 4.,19060 
three pages• 

60 In the Court of Claims,. No., 11802 Congo E~state of Frederick A. 
Roeder.,. deed., vs The United States. Clair~ 1s. .brief on Loyalty and 

Herits.,, Request for Findings of Fact.,, and Abstract of Evidence(T-Jped 
document)., Filed my 4,1906. G.W. Hott.,, Attorney for Clairr.nnto 
10 pages. 

7. Court of Claims No. 11.,,802 Cong'l. J.W. Gardner, Amr. of Frederick 
A. Roeder, dee 1d. vs The United Sta1es. Defendant 1s Brief on 
Loyalty & ~13rits. F. deC. Faust, Assistant Attorney., 11.E.H.~ 
Filed 11::.y 22.,19060 Four pageso " 

8. Court of Claims., Congressional Case Noo 11802. J .w. Gardner., Adm:lr 
for F.A. Roeder., dec 1d vs. the United States., Findings of Fact.,$ 320.00 
in rent. Filed June 8.,1906. Three pages. 

Total od documents copied: 49 pages. 

,. 
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TAVERN Lot 13 

In December, 18lio, a second bus in es s occupied the 
building: 

110YSTERS! OYSTERS! 

1840 

"The subscribE.:r wi11 be happy to furnish persons from the 
country with oysters, Fresh from Baltimore every d~y, in Eny 
g_uanti tiy they may desire either in Cam,, or by ~he bushel. 
Having made arrangements to be regularly supplic:d the Winter, 
persons visiting Harpers-Ferry wi11 plea_se call, upstairs, 
in Wilson's new Building, opposite the Arsenal, where they 
can have them cooked in all the different varieties of the 
Eastern Cities--with neatness, comfort, and c;ood. order, to 
enjoy them. The public 1 s obedient servant, WILLIPl-I CLARKE. nl84 

Mr. Clarke ·apparently rented the building frcm December, 
1840 tlU'ouo;h 1841 as a tavern at an annual rent of $600 a year. 

184. :Virc;inia Free Press, December 10, 181+0, p. 3. c, 6. 
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TAVERff Lot South. of the W. & P.R. R. Track 

In J.849, Brittain & Hartshorn announced: 
11 GAULT- HOUSE. n 

11~f.'he undersic;ned having taken possession of the "Gault 
House, n near the Ibil Road Depot and renovated the same, are 
prepared to give their friends and the public generally, a 
cordial welcome. Thc.:y have fitted up their Oyster Room in 
the most comfortc~ble 1n2.nner, and are ready to serve OYSTERS 
in any ma.nncr suj_ted to the tastes of the customers. '11heir 
BAR is supplied with the choice brands of :,rQUORS, so that 
the most f~stidious be:: catered to, either in eating or drink­
ing. They respc:~tfully ask a call from the thirsty or 
hung;ry . . . . 11ld) . 

In 1851 Bro,m and Chambers advertised: 

"GAULT HOUSE, 
JI/ill.PERS-FERRY, VA. 

"The establishm~nt has been recently renovated, and is 
supplied with the choicest brands of Liquors. They will keep 
constantly on hand every article of eating, in season, such 
as Pickled Oysters, Sardeens, Crabs, &c., &c. As they intend 
conducting the House in the most quiet and peacable manner, 
they exrlcct the patronage of those requiring · any thing in 
their line. Passengers on the Rail Road can be waited on wit,h 
promptitude.--They invite a call from the public generally."186 

185, Vir13inia Free Press, January 25, 1849, p. 3, c. 2. 

186. Ibid,, July 10, 1851, p. 4, c. 2. 
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TAVERNS 185'( 
Lot South of the W. & P.R. R. Track 

In Ma,y, 1857, the Gault Hou:..:c was leased. from Thompson 
by Geore;c W. Char:1bers, who opcra.ted the 2aloon m1til 1862 .. 
Mr. Chambers advertised in 1857: 

"Mn~ERAL 1:,s.1l1Jms. 
"From all the celebrated Spriue;s, Mineral Water in Fom1-

tains can be obtained at Chamber I s I:ineral Water Establishuent 
at the juncture of the Winchester & Potom~sc a:1cl Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroads at Harpers Ferry. '.!:he undersigned would res­
pectfully j_nform the pul,lic ger1er:·.lly that his saloon has be.:;n 
elegantly refitted. Will ftu·n:Lsh £",entlemen at the counter with 
Mineral Water & Pure Sc.rsapari:J.:U: ll.cad, with other extensive 
variety of cooling Sm:c:;;er Drj_nks for which this establishment 
is justly celebrated. 11187 

The newspo,per edit.or wrote of this ne,,r de. velo:;;r.1ent: "A 
FOlTI1TAIN. ~:Jie Soda Fou..11.tain of l,.:r. Georbe W, Chambers, at the 
Railroad, Harper's Ferry, proves very satisfactory to the 
traveling commun:j_ ty. 'rlie various syrups, &c,, add greatly to 
the pleasantness of the beverase.--8~ose who doubt can be con­
vinced by a call at the Fountain. 111 d 

In March of 1859, his advertisement read: 

"GEO. W. CHA1-J3ERS , 
dealer in 

BRAJ-IDIES, GIN, SCOTCH WHISKEY, 
WINES, &c. 

Junction Balt. & O. and Win. & P. Railroads 
HARPERS-FERRY, VIRGINIA 

187. Vire;inia Free Press, May 1lr, 1857 

188. Ibid., June 18, 1857, p. 2, c, 3, 
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The following BRANDIES, 
"Hennessy" 
"Martell" 
"Otand Dupuy & Co. 

&c. always on hand 
Pale 

and 
Dark 

A. ~;ignette 
Barton & lluriyirt 
J-. J. Depuy &: Co . 

Wcesp and Shiedam Gin, 
Scotch 'Whiskey, Paisiy, Istev, and Cmubelltown 

Pure Rye and BURBON WHISKEY 
Scotch Ale & Condon Porter in Bottles, Cigars, &c. 11 189 

189, Virginia Free Press, March 31, 1859, p. 2, c. 7. 
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11•,WJ!aiN Gault House 1859 
J,,,t South of the W. & P. R. R. Track 

"McDONNELL'S Cl\.'rAWBA 
GINGER WII:E 

"stilJ_ continues to win Golden Opinions. Its inmensc 
J'uy;ularity increases day by day. In .many in.:,to..nces vjolent 
ti,ttacks of Diarrhoea were instantly cured~ ,;ldle in hundreds 
of.' cases the premonitory symptom;.:; were inm:ed.i2-tely chc,cked, 
ri.rid. much sufferinc prevented. It is so every-where. L1cli vi­
duals, commu.,'1.ities and the Pres.B are loud. in its pra:i_::.;c. 
Jt'e:w articles have ever acquired such unbounded and deserved 
11opularfty in so short a time. 

If there be any of our citizens (which is very lmli::ely) 
who have not yet tried this Wine, we say do so at once. It 
:in for sale by 

GEO. W, CHAlIBR."R.S, 11190 

Finally, in December, 1859, .Mr. Chambers announced: 

"PURE BRANDY 
FOR MEDICAL PURPOSES 

A few dozen bottles of pure COGHAC BRkWY, pinet, Castil­
lion & Co., old Vintage, just received by 

Apple, Peach, 
BRANDIES. 

Ginger, Blackberry, 

G. W. CH.AMBERS. 

Raspberry and Cherry Brandy, 
G, W. Cil/1.MBERS , 

SWINTON BITTERS 
In bottles or by the gallon, for sale by 

G, W. CH.Al'1B).'.:RS. 11191 

190, Viq~inia Free Press, September 22, 1859, p. h, c. 6. 

191, Ibid., December 8, 1859, p. 1, c. 2. 
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Will Book No., 13.t- p.136-137 
Jefferson County Court 
Charles Tow'.l"l., w. Va. 

From Accounting of the Estate of 11-'lrtin {}.,.ace 

P.136-37: 1-hy 25.,18h9: Amount rccPived Ey ltents 
Amount rsceiYed from Wm BuckincnBm * 
11 11 El:i.zabeth [3hewsbrid6e 
" 11 11 Patrick Ryan 
11 " n J. 1..1. DE,aner 

24 .. oo 
1R .. Lf7 
35.,20 
70.00 -----------------------..,,,......,,.. 143 .. 70 

Deduct 1/3 due Executr:i.x(Hidow) 

p .. 138 
January 1850 By Amount receiYed of Horatio Jackson 

Patrick Ryan for Koonce 
Rents To w~.t: 

Wm Buckingham••••••••·• 
Elizabeth Sher·rbridge 
Patrick Tiyan 
J .w .. Deaner 

II 11 

18.,00 
25.,.CJO 
J.7 .50 
70.00 
1.25 

p. 139 1850 rents :' 

EraEtus 

Solomon Fleming 
:Patrick Farrall 
Wm. i'bade 
Catherine ~·k)ni:w 

l'Cn:i.stus Cleland 
Alfred Deale 
Joseph Britia.n 
Wm. Hoyer 
John O:ruhon 
Adam Yo'.1:r:.g 
Cotton H1y 
Shemmdoah Str13et 

15.00 
4.oo 
2,:,00 
h.25, 
hoOO 

10.00 
2.00 

tt1. ?3. 
27. 
25. 
6,.75 

I,} 
House froYrJ. ept.,13, 

18~.8 to Au.c,:. 1850 73 ,.00 -- -$ 25-s~.-s-=1!_2_. ____ __ 

49.23 

$ t1fJ l?/61 
6.52 



Estate of ~1artin Grace 

1851 Rents to wit: (Colleded) 

Catherine Honey $ Jl.00 
Patrick Ryan for Geo. Koonce 
John Onio:r...a 
Solomon- Fleming 
Erastus Cleveland 
Alfred Bea]e 
Wm. Bu0kine;ham 
II II 

John 0nera 
W:i-1. Buckini;ham 
Erastis Cleveland 
Solomon Flerning 

II l! 

Rent of house on Irigh Street 
Frorr: Augo 1,1850 to July 1, 
1851 at$ 150 
Rent of stable fron April 1.,1851 

Will Book lJo. 13, p/t<J 139 
Jefferson County Court 
Charles Town; H. Va. 

12.50 
3.00 

18.00 
B.oo 
5.oo 

4.00 
l7 .. CD 
1 .. 20 
4.00 

B.oo 
3.00 
3.00 

1.37.50 

3 .. 75 to July 1 21851 
Total rent $ 239.00 

.. 



Will Book No., 13.,. p.136-137 
Jefferson County Court 
Charles Town, W., Va. 

From Accounting of i,he Estate of Hartin Grace 

P.136-37: May 25,18l-1.9: Amount received. By .!:tents 
Amount received from Wm Buckingham $ 
11 11 Elizabeth Shewsbridge 
n 11 11 Pa trick Ryan 
11 " '' J., 1;J., Deaner 

Deduct 1/3 due Ex:ecutrix(Widow) 

P• 138 
Janual"Jr 1850 By Amcunt recei11ed of Horatio ,Jackson 

Patrick Ryan for Koonce 
Rents To wtt: 

Wm Buckingham••••••••·• 
Elizabeth Shewbridge 
Patrick 11.y·an 
J.,U. Deaner 

ll II 

18 .. 00 
25.,.00 
J.7 .. 50 
70 .. 00 
I..25 

I3,-. 5 -

P• 139 1850 rents: 

Erastus 

Solomon Fleming 
Patrick Farrall 
Wm. l~adB 
Catherine !1:lmw 
!:nastus Cleland 
Alfred lleale 
,Toseph Britia,n 
Wm. l-byer 
John Omh.on 
Adam Young 

15.00 
4.,00 
2.00 
4.25, 
h.oo 

10.00 
2.,.00 

tt1. 23. 

Cotton 113.y 
Shenandoah Str~et 
House fro:rr1 ~ept.13, 

27. 
25. 
6.75 

1848 to Au. 1850 73.00 

24.oo 
18.47 
35.20 
70.,00 
3. 70 

49.,23 98.47 

$ i.1t 17/61 
6.52 



gs+,ate of 11artin Grace 

18 51 Rents to wit; (Collei;:ted) 

Catherine Honey $ Jl.00 
Patrick Ryan for Goo .. Koonce 
John 0niona 
Solomon Fleming 
Erastus Cleveland 
Alfred Beale 
1:Trlt. Bu,::.kingham 
II I! 

John Onera 
Win. Buckingham 
Erastis Cleveland 
Solomon Fleming 

Ii !I 

Rent of house on IIigh Street 
Frore Augo 1,18,50 to July 1, 
1851 at$ 150 
Rent of stable from April 1,1851 

Will Boo'k: No" ]J, pJ't<J 139 
Jefferson County Court 
Charles Town, W., Va. 

12.50 
3 .. 00 

18.,00 
8.,00 
5 .. oo 

!.i..OO 
l7 .,C'O 

1..20 
1.i..00 

B.oo 
3.00 
J,.()0 

3. 75 to July l,!1851 
Total rent · · $ 239.00 



\ 

l 

Will Book No., 13 
Jefferson County· Court 
Charles Town, W., Va., 
µ.,JJ0-331 Eictracts from the Accou.?}ting of the. 

Estate of 113.rtin Grace., deced, with Aary 
Grace Executrix thereof ! 

! Crect·t 

1851 

Ju'.cy 23 

Sept.,18 11 

BY RENTS OF HOUSES, to Wit 

By Arrnnount recd from Benjamin Ott, rent of Shenandoah 

II II 

House 
n Wm .. Buckingham.,rent of~/ 

room in Basement in Ware House 

Sept.2U By Amt redd from Benj Ott~rent of Shenandoah House 
Mina 

Sept. J ll II It ~ Walker.,rent of room in warehouse 

Oct.l 11 II II II Benj Ott, rent of Shenandoah House 

Oct,.29 11 !! n II Joseph Brittan., rent of stable 

Oct .. 3J 11 ll IT 11 Benj. Ott, rent of Shenandoah house 

Hov .. ] 11 " n !l Hina W c..lker., rent ofoom in Warehouse 

Dec. 10 !I H 11 I! Benj .. Ott, rent of Sherumdoah House 

1852 
Jan. 21 ll !l II Ii Same H n n 

Fe'!)., 2]. 
,, !I 11 II !! " II 

l¼:trch 2~ 11 I! " 

S&"lle 

Same 11 " II !! 

Through Geo. Koonce 

April 12 1 Amt recd from T., D., Hammond for 3 M:mths.,.rent of 
Basement of Shenandoah house 

24 

11,,y 20 

!l 

11 Amt recd from John R Zj.rrrmerma.n, rent of room in 
Ware House in 1851 

Amt recd fro, Sanmel Dina~~rent of Basement room 
in vJarflhouse 

"Amt recd from John ::?. .. Zimmerman,.storage in the stable 
loft, 

11 11 H II Sc:m.e rent of room in Ware House 

3] !I n I! n ;:janmel ltDineny, rent of Basment room 
in warehouse 

June 22 IJ1,1 ueorge Wordsworth, rent of Stable for April 
ll 

June JO 

1 JoRiah Slifer, rent of Stable for I13..y 

11 Isreal Russell, for 3 months rent of Basement of 
Shenancb ah House 

Amt Carrien. to Page 4 $ 

JL 

t 

! $ 

15 

5 

10 

6 

10 

1 

10 

6 

10 

10 

10 

20 

15 

3 

1. 

4 

l 

3 

3 

18 

ct,s 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

'.)O 

00 

00 

00 

00 

75 

00 

so 
25 

00 

59 

59 

75 

w--



~-

Will Book No.. Jl3 

Extracts from the Accounting of the E:)tstat/:3 of Aertin Grace 
deed., (p., 330 wnt,inued: 

2 

Creciit 
18.52 BY RI'.:JIJTS OF HOUSES :t to vlitl 

Page 3 
Do. ~tate of ~~.:rt:'in Grace,2-~cd. ln Account 

lti52 To Amount .urought from pa6e l 

1'1a,y 27 To Cash paid H .. per acct & recei.pi 

June 8 l1 11 Isaac Fouke, Agent for N.H. Swayne,rent to 
1st April 18.52 per recpt 

1/,i. 11 Cash paid Henry Nisew:amer per aicct & recpt 

17 11 

31 

11 11 Johri Hine,__ per :rleceipt for note & 
interest of deceased payable to Jno MPh Brien dated 

Sepember._, 15th 1848 

11 Cash paid John Walter & Bro in account of Thos 
Sexton and the same being on accou.c~t of debt due 

from. deceased to said Sexton 
111 Cash paid R .. Worthington Clerk(?) Service 

CsTAR T PAm; 331) 

$ 

443 

8 

10 

J 

34 

6. 

6 

I cts .. 
; 

! 

93 
00 

50 

36 

00 

00 

-· 

To Comrrd.ssion of $ 274018 credits opposite at 6 per ct 16 4.5 
$- -529:--+-""'"13.,;.;..---

To Balance due see opposite 

A~ount carried to page 5. 
"C/Page 4 

With Hanr Grace Executrix of deceased 

1852 B-y Amount Brought from page 2 16h 

1851 
Aug .. 2 

Rent of house occupied by Exect-House on IUgh Street., 
rent from July "1J, 1st 1851 to April 1st 185?- 9 months 112 

at $ 150 per year 
of same from last date to 1st July 1852 at$161 40 

per year 

Rent of stablA 3 Qrs to 1st April 1852 at$ 15 p8r year 

of Basemfmt room in ware "house from Nov. 1st 1851 

to July 1 st,1852 at $1 per month 
Dednnt from this sura of 1/3 for Dx:ecutrix 

(Widow of deceased) 

By d::Lvidend Shen.;.ndoah bridge l ~r 

11 

8 
, (:$336 

-112 
224 

9 

!Jov,,. 29 II I! 11 I! 10.,. 

2 
'-

43 

50 

25 

25 

00 
43 
14 

29 

02 

28 



Extracts from Accounting of the Estate of 
1-f:trtmn Grace c'.ecd. (Continµed p. 331.). 

18 2 

185'2 
Feb., 25' y Divictend Shenandoah Bridge 1 '-!r., 

May 18 It 11 11 ll " 

3 
Will Book No. 13 

p.J3].. 

$ 

10 

11 

cts., 

08 

62 

?~y ?O "Cash rAceived from Red Burke due the Lstate 
--- -i-----i--,;........ 

8 89 

Balance due carried opposite 

To.ge 5 
Do Est.ate of lhrtin Grace deceased • Jn Accour.t 

I 

_o Amount due per Accounting returned to cash j 
i:>eptemver 10th 1851 of record 
with interest on $ 5~ .,.27 ct.s .from lat tTuJ.y 1851 ti . 

on $ ~'-5 .. 27 to 1st July 1852., J. year I 
6o5 .. 27 I 
254.,95 l 

$?74 18 
251-J. 95 

$ 529. J.J 

584 93 

33 92 

$ 820.,22 I 
To Amount .Drought, from page 3 95 

J,1.ly ls'tl:B'""'/ ""2-=-J,,...J1:::<..c,_,l=-"'-,f,...c_1,...· n""'t-,e-r_e_s_,,t-------+...,,,.,--=,..:;...-+......,..;,,1),.::..-
with interest on$ 820022 from 1st July 1852 

,;aunty. In the County Court 
On the 17th day of August 1852 ~ the foregoine ac 1c0lm"t 

current of the Estate of 11artin Grace deceased was 
~iled in the .saio. off:i.ce and afterwe.rds to 
mntim1ed & held for the s2id Co,mty on the 21st 

da: of Septerrm,~r 1852m the s2.me wc:.s ordered to be 
reccirrl.ed .l.:es+,e, T .. A. 1-k,o:r:-e, Clerk. 


