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L ABSTRACT

The Department of Geography at Oklahoma State University, represented by Dr.
Alyson L. Greiner as the Principal Investigator and Jennifer Spencer as the Research
Assistant, conducted a Reconnaissance Level Survey of Duncan during the 1999-2000
fiscal year. This survey was carried out under contract to the Oklahoma State Historic
Preservation Office. The survey included a portion of Duncan, covering an area of
approximately five square miles, as specified by the survey and planning subgrant
stipulations. One hundred seven properties were minimally surveyed and photographed.
This includes completing a Historic Preservation Resource Inventory Form and taking
two elevation photographs of each property.

This document constitutes the project report for the Reconnaissance Level
Survey, and includes the following sections: an introduction, a discussion of the research
design and project objectives, delimitation of the area surveyed, discussion and
explanation of the methodology used, and a presentation of results. More specifically, the
results of the reconnaissance level survey describe in detail the different kinds of
properties encountered in the field. Therefore, the results report on individual properties
that warrant National Register consideration as well as districts and properties that
warrant further study. The results section also includes thumbnail sketches of areas that
do not warrant further study. Maps, keyed to the results, show the locations of the
properties discussed and the boundaries of the proposed districts.

A thematic discussion of the evolution of Duncan, which establishes a historic
context for the study area, follows the results section. In addition, an annotated

bibliography outlines relevant source materials. A short summary recaps the results of the



reconnaissance level survey. Professor John Womack of the School of Architecture at
Oklahoma State University provides an evaluation of the architectural significance of the
individual properties and potential historic districts. In sum, this information helps
determine the eligibility of specific properties for listing in the National Register of

Historic Places.



I1. INTRODUCTION

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, with later amendments,
established a unique federal, state, and local partnership for the identification, evaluation,
and protection of significant prehistoric and historic resources. While each state
determines its specific program emphases and defines its major goals, cultural resource
planning at the federal level builds upon work at the state and local levels. These
interconnections are outlined in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines
(1983). For example, reconnaissance and intensive level surveys—conducted at the local
level and managed by state historic preservation offices—comprise part of the cultural
resource identification process or inventory phase. These surveys provide initial
documentation and evaluation of properties potentially eligible for the National Register
of Historic Places. The next stage involves applying the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation. These criteria establish standards and guidelines that are applied to all
properties nominated to the National Register. A property that successfully meets these
criteria will be listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

Identifying, evaluating, and nominating properties involves considerable
fieldwork and research. As research proceeds it is not uncommon to discover new areas
or additional properties that merit further study, or to find that individual properties or
areas have lost integrity or no longer exist. Such discoveries are documented and provide
a rationale for future planning decisions. Therefore, comprehensive preservation planning
involves a series of interrelated steps, and remains an organic process that incorporates

new information as it is acquired.



The historic context occupies a central place in the comprehensive planning
process. The purpose of the historic context is to provide a scholarly history and analysis
of the development of a particular area. Specifically, the historic context groups
information about cultural resources according to their shared theme, chronological
period, and geographic area. When used in conjunction with the National Register
Criteria for Eligibility, the historic context helps establish a property’s significance in
light of the historical, architectural, archaeological, and engineering past. In this way, the
context provides an important bridge that links the existing property to its past
significance.

The Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office divides the state into seven
management regions and identifies twelve major historic themes. Using this system,
Oklahoma’s historic contexts generally focus on a specific theme as it applies to one of
the seven management regions. More specialized needs may be met by narrowing the
geographic area, as in the case of this project on Duncan, and detailing the forces that
affected the particular area or community. This approach assures that even very localized
historic contexts relate to wider regional or state trends.

The historic context document produced for the Reconnaissance Level Survey of
Duncan falls into the latter category. Rather than focusing on a single theme and
management region, it details the many historical forces that influenced Duncan’s
development as well as its extant cultural resources. Researching this historic context
included consulting some of the contexts already completed for Management Region #7,
in which Duncan is located. The contexts consulted include: “Patterns of White

Settlement in Oklahoma, 1889-1907,” “Transportation in Oklahoma to 1920,” “Ranching
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in Southwestern Oklahoma,” and “Industrial Development in the 17 Counties of
Southwestern Oklahoma to 1930.”

The Reconnaissance Level Survey of Duncan, including its historic context,
demonstrates the implementation of Oklahoma’s comprehensive planning process. The
context provides the necessary background for making an evaluation of the significance
of historic resources within the Duncan study area. Initial windshield surveys helped
predict the kinds of resources located in the study area. In tum, this information guided
the survey component of the project. Field surveyors entered the study area
knowledgeable of the community’s history, and with an understanding of the extant
resources associated with important historical trends including the arrival of the railroad,
the development of the oil service industry, the contribution of the WPA in the 1930s,
and the general pattern of urban growth and development.

The results of the reconnaissance level survey identify individual properties and
districts which: (1) meet eligibility criteria for the National Register, (2) warrant further
study for inclusion in the National Register, and (3) are ineligible for the National
Register and require no additional consideration. In accomplishing these tasks, this
project exemplifies the comprehensive planning process at its best. It also increases the
area of the state surveyed at a reconnaissance level. In addition, it identifies and evaluates
historic resources in Duncan that have experienced considerable change in the recent
past. It also provides needed data for making sound cultural resource management policy
and city planning decisions, complies with federal agency laws and regulations, and
establishes a solid foundation for the registration and treatment of significant cultural and

historic resources.



Completion of this project was a collaborative effort. Dr. Alyson Greiner,
Assistant Professor of Geography at Oklahoma State University, served as principal
investigator for the grant and coordinated the survey. Research Assistant Jennifer
Spencer, graduate student and M.S. candidate in Geography at Okiahoma State
University, served as principal field surveyor and made valuable contributions in all
stages of the project. John C. Womack, AIA and Associate Professor in the School of
Architecture, Oklahoma State University, served as Architectural Consultant. All work
was performed under a conwract from the Oklahoma Historical Society (40-99-

14270.016) using funds from the U.S. Department of Interior, National Park Service.



III. RESEARCH DESIGN

The research design of the Reconnaissance Level Survey of Duncan followed the
standard practices used in the disciplines of geography and history. At the outset, the
principal investigator focused on documentary evidence including both primary and
secondary sources. Primary materials included Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, county and
city histories, city directories, and newspaper accounts of the period. Secondary sources
helped to place the primary source inforrnation into the proper historical frame of
reference. Archival research was followed by fieldwork or actual site visits to the
designated areas and properties in Duncan.

The principal investigator followed the procedures used in previous survey
projects completed for the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office (OK/SHPO), and
the guidelines for reconnaissance level surveys set forth in Architectural/Historic
Resource Survey: A Field Guide. Specific procedures included:

(1) Developing a list of historic properties in Duncan that had been placed in

the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory and the National Register of Historic
Places. This helped identify existing buildings, structures, and objects that
have the potential of meeting eligibility requirements for individual
National Register properties or would be contributing resources to a
potential historic district.

(2)  Evaluating previous thematic surveys and historic contexts for various

themes in Management Region #7 where Duncan is located. Examples of
these include “Patterns of White Settlement in Oklahoma, 1889-1907,”
“Transportation in Oklahoma to 1920,” “Ranching in Southwestern
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Q)

()

(6)

Q)

Oklahoma,” and “Industrial Development in the 17 Counties of
Southwestern Oklahoma to 1930.”

Identifying existing local histories, especially city and county materials,
for use in the preparation of the historic context. Materials such as
newspaper accounts and locally written reports were located in the
Genealogical Research Library in Duncan, the Duncan Public Library, and
at the Oklahoma Historical Society in Oklahoma City.

Conducting an initial windshield survey of Duncan in order to assess the
different architectural styles, property types, and the character of the
various neighborhoods.

Conducting follow-up windshield surveys using Sanborn maps as well as
knowledge of when specific areas of Duncan were platted. These surveys
helped identify several types of properties including those that warrant
further study, those that are National Register eligible, those that have lost
integrity due to property renovations, as well as those that do not meet the
necessary age requirements.

Preparing thumbnail sketches of eligible and non-eligible areas within the
Duncan study area. These sketches outline contributing and
noncontributing resources in the potential historic districts.

Preparing thumbnail sketches of individual properties that warrant further

study and possess potential for National Register listing.



(8) Conducting an on-foot survey of the identified individual properties and
districts in the Duncan study area using the Historic Preservation Resource

Inventory Form.



IV.  PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The fundamental objective of the Reconnaissance Level Survey of Duncan is to
identify those individual properties and potential historic districts in specified portions of
the city that meet age eligibility requirements (conswuction prior to 1950) and retain
historic and architectural integrity. Both windshield surveys and on-foot analysis helped
achieve this objective. Also, the properties that meet these criteria are considered to
warrant further study through an intensive level survey, or to be potentially eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Another objective of this project is to increase the amount of area inventoried in
the state at the reconnaissance level, as part of the ongoing Oklahoma Comprehensive
Survey Program. Properties surveyed in the course of this project were recorded at a
minimum leve] of documentation. This documentation will provide information relevant
to future cultural resource management decisions regarding the Duncan study area. In
addition, the project provides a historic context for the specified area, and annotates all
reference material relevant to the study area in order to complete future National Register
nominations of individual properties and historic districts.

Finally, a third objective includes identifying and characterizing those portions of
the Duncan study area which, because the properties lacked sufficient age or integrity, do
not warrant further consideration for inclusion in the National Register. Preparing.
thumbnail sketches and maps of those portions of the study area helped accomplish this

goal.
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V. AREA SURVEYED

The area surveyed included a specified portion of Duncan. The survey area is
bounded as follows: starting at the initial point of Elk Avenue and Highway 81, proceed
west to Whisenant Drive, then south to Redbud Avenue, then west to Alice Drive, then
south to Beech Avenue, then west to 31* Street, then south to Walnut Avenue, then east
to 29" Street, then south to Willow Avenue, then east to 28t Street, then north to Main
Street, then east to 21 Street, then south to Willow Avenue, then east to 18" Street, then
north to Main Street, then east to Highway 81, then south to Bois D’ Arc Avenue, then
east to 2" Street, then north to Willow Avenue, then east to “I” Street, then north to
Beech Avenue, then east to “J” Street, then north to Chestnut Avenue, then east to “L"
Street then north to Fir Avenue, then west to Devonwood Drive, then north to Forest
Hills Drive, then west to 5% Street, then north to Elk Avenue, then west to point of
beginning. Note: The boundary indicated included properties on both sides of the street

except as otherwise described.
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VI. METHODOLOGY

The methodology for the design of this project followed professional historical
and geographical standards. Initially, the principal investigator compiled an extensive
bibliography of material pertinent to the historical development of Duncan and Stephens
County. Materials were gathered from the Duncan Public Library, the Genealogical
Research Library in Duncan, the Oklahoma Historical Society, and the Edmon Low
Library at Oklahoma State University. Unavailable sources were ordered through
interlibrary loan from the University of Oklahoma Library and the Oklahoma Department
of Libraries.

Orice a bibliography had been assembled, the principal investigator read the
pertinent primary and secondary sources, and became familiar with relevant historic
photographs and maps for use during the research phase. These sources provided
considerable insight into the significance of Duncan as well as the historic development
of the town. Drawing on this material, the principal investigator prepared a historic
context for Duncan.

Fieldwork began during the fall of 1999 at times when the principal investigator
and research assistant were available. With the assistance of Jim Gabbert, Architectural
Historian at the State Historic Preservation Office, we conductéd a town meeting in
Duncan in November. The purpose of this meeting was to provide an opportunity to
inform the local citizens of the survey and to elicit input on importamnt local historical
resources. The Duncan Police Department was notified in order to make those agencies

aware of the reconnaissance level survey. In addition, local officials and library staff

14



were contacted, and the county assessor and county clerk in were notified that project
staff would be using their records to verify and locate survey form data.

Numerous visits were made to the map library in the Edmon Low Library on the
OSU campus in order to consult the various Sanborn Fire Insurance maps covering
Duncan. These maps helped identify different types of properties, construction materials,
and dates of construction. The USGS topographic quadrangles for Duncan (1976 and
1982) were also consulted. These helped the principal investigator obtain an
understanding of the terrain of the Duncan area.

During the fall and winter months of 1999-2000 two windshield surveys of
Duncan were conducted in order to locate individual properties and districts that met age
and integrity requirements for potential National Register of Historic Places
consideration. Second, individual properties and districts that warranted further study
were documented. Finally, areas within Duncan that lacked potential National Register
criteria or that did not merit further study were eliminated from further evaluation. The
two windshield surveys resulted in a preliminary list of about 60 properties deemed to
warrant further study. This list was subsequently targeted for on-foot evaluation and
minimum-level documentation. The principal investigator also photographed two
elevations of each property on the final survey list. Streetscape photographs were
subsequently made of potential National Register districts, areas that warranted further
study, and areas that did not meet age or integrity criteria. The principal investigator was
able to complete 90 percent of the project photography before the onset of spring
vegetation. Black and white 5x7 prints with appropriate labels were placed in acid-free

envelopes by March 15, 1999.
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Follow-up visits to Duncan were made in January, March, June, and July. These
visits helped confirm that individual properties and historic districts had been correctly
identified during the earlier surveys. At the same time we were able to expand our list of
inventoried properties. These visits also provided an opportunity to conduct additional
research at the offices of the county assessor and county clerk. This research helped to
confirm dates of construction and legal descriptions for the final list of 107 properties.
The principal investigator then prepared thumbnail sketches for the project report.

Following the completion of fieldwork, rough draft data on survey forms were
entered into the computer using the OK/SHPO template. The forms, 5x7 prints, and field
notes were placed in file folders and organized by address for Duncan. Several computer-
generated maps of Duncan were also designed. These maps show: the boundaries of the
study area, the location of individual properties eligible for National Register listing, the
location of individual propetties that warrant further study, the boundaries of proposed
districts that warrant further study, the locations of individual properties that do not
warrant further study, and the boundaries of areas not warranting further study. The
completed file folders and rough draft of the final report were shared with the
architectural consultant, Professor John Womack of the Oklahoma State University

School of Architecture, for his written assessment.
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VII. RESULTS
This section is organized such that the individual results are presented before a

discussion of the general findings.

Individual Results:

The architecture of Duncan can be classified into five basic episodes. These
include the following periods: 1900-1919, 1920-1929, 1930-1939, 1940-1955, and 1956
to present. The first period begins prior to statehood and extends up to the time of the first
oil discoveries. Duncan was platted prior to statehood and during this period the town
grew primarily as an agricultural center whose location was enhanced by virtue of rail
service by the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific line. This was also a time of
architectural transition. Quickly constructed wood frame buildings gave way to more
durable sandstone and brick structures often as a result of natural disasters or accidents.
Numerous buildings on Main Street, for example, were destroyed as a result of four fires
that occurred in there in 1901. Today, most of the extant structures that provide visible
reminders of architectural character of this first period are commercial buildings.

In contrast, the second period represents a time during which construction
boomed, especially residential construction. Fueled by the success of the petroleum and
oil field service industries, Duncan’s population grew rapidly creating a strong demand
for housing. More than one-third of the properties inventoried during the course of this
survey were built between 1920-1929. While the 1920s was a period of prosperity in

Duncan that prosperity did not necessarily translate into ostentatious architectural
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displays as was often common. In Duncan, much of the architecture from this period—
both commercial and residential—remains rather modest.

For many displaced tenant farmers in the 1930s, Duncan represented opportunity.
The city was a place to seek employment or relief from unemployment. As a result,
Duncan’s population continued to grow. Indeed, some rather elegant Tudor Revival style
homes were built during the 1930s but Duncan’s cultural landscape more clearly reflects
the significance of the role played by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in
rebuilding the economy during the Great Depression. As a result of several WPA
initiatives Duncan acquired a number of new facilities and structures including a library,
a senior high school, a stadium, pool, a school and auditorium for the black community,
an armory, sidewalks, and numerous bridges over city creeks.

The Second World War brought another surge to Duncan’s economic and
industrial base, and stimulated housing construction. In Duncan, as in many other
American cities, the 1940-1955 period was also a period of geographic expansion. During
that period alone the city platted and annexed over 40 new areas. Duncan grew,
especially to the east and northwest, and rising rates of automobile ownership contributed
to this process. By 1955 the decline of Duncan’s downtown was already underway, and
suburban tract housing was becoming an established feature of the residential landscape.

The fifth period (post-1955) has been punctuated by attempts to renew and
revitalize the city’s downtown. For Duncan, the period of urban renewal resulted in the
loss of significant cultural resources including the courthouse, the railroad depot, and the
Oklahoma National Bank building. Since the middle of the 1980s, when Duncan became
a Main Street community, there has been a greater awareness of the need to preserve

18



historic resources and several of the commercial buildings downtown have benefited
from recent restoration work.

The following list enumerates the specific results of this project in light of the

previous discussion.

1. This reconnaissance level survey has resulted in the generation of minimum-
level documentation for 107 properties. Eleven of the 107 properties were
deemed not worthy of further study.

2. One property listed in the National Register was updated. This was the
Johnson Hotel and Boarding House, which was originally listed in the
National Register in 1986. Other Duncan properties listed in the National
Register were not updated because of the recency of their listings. These
include the Chrislip House, the Duncan Armory, and the Patterson Hospital,
all of which were listed in the National Register in the 1990s. While this
project was in progress one other property, the old Duncan Library, gained a
listing in the National Register.

3. Minimum-level documentation was completed on six properties listed in the
Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory files. These properties include the Antioch
Baptist Church, Duncan Post Office, Halliburton Oil Well Cementing
Company Administration Building, Hanburry Residence, First National Bank,
and Brittain-Garvin Residence. Of the buildings on this list, three are National
Register eligible (Duncan Post Office, First National Bank, and Brittain-
Garvin Residence), two are contributing resources to the Central Residential

District (Hanburry Residence and Brittain-Garvin Residence), and two
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warrant further study (Antioch Baptist Church and Halliburton Oil Well
Cementing Company Administration Building).

4. Nine of the properties documented are potentially National Register eligible
because they have retained their architectural integrity and have strong
historic ties to Duncan. This list includes:

a.) Duncan Junior High (211 North Eighth Street)

b.) Duncan Senior High (224 North Ninth Street)

c.) L.B. Simmons Residence (401 North Ninth Street)

d.) Brittain-Garvin Residence (411 North Ninth)

e.) Duncan Post Office (802 West Willow Avenue)

f.) First National Bank Building (802 West Main Street)

g.) Lawrence Haas Residence (1502 West Cedar)

h.) Halliburton Administration Building (1011-1015 West Bois d’Arc
Avenue)

i.) Halliburton Stadium (Southeast comer of South Seventeenth Street
and West Pine Avenue).

5. Of'the 107 properties sampled, 67 warrant further study. These properties
encompass a wide range of types including single-family dwellings, multiple
dwellings, commercial properties, theaters, bridges, and schools. The
following more specific observations apply:

a) The properties surveyed fit into the five time periods assoctated with
Duncan’s history. About etght percent of the properties were

constructed between 1900 and 1919; 33 percent were built between
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1920 and 1929; 23 percent were built between 1930 and 1939; 30
percent were built between 1940 and 1955. Just five properties built
after 1955 were: surveyed.

b) Twenty-three historic properties, including two school buildings and
twenty-one single-family dwellings, were identified in the proposed
Central Residential District.

c) Seven buildings on West Main Street, the historic focus of Duncan’s
business district, were surveyed.

d) Only one religious structure was surveyed because alterations to many
of the church buildings have been extensive and because some
religious structures lack sufficient age.

e) No properties used as meeting halls for community or social
gatherings were surveyed.

f) Four education-related properties were surveyed.

9) Seventeen different architectural styles were represented within the sampled
properties. These styles include Queen Anne, Romanesque Revival, Colonial
Revival, Classical Revival/Necclassical, Tudor Revival, French Eclectic,
Spanish Eclectic, Pueblo Revival, Folk Victorian, National Folk, Prairie
School, Bungalow/Craftsman, Moderme, Art Deco, Modern/Contemporary,
WPA Standardized Style, and Commercial Style.

10) Ten thumbnail sketches of areas in Duncan were prepared. One district was
proposed and nine areas were: identified as not worthy of further study at this

time.
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a) The Central Residential District warrants an intensive level survey
because of its historical character and architectural integrity. Four of
the twenty-three different properties identified are National Register
eligible. Architectural styles represented here include Art Deco,
Spanish Eclectic, French Eclectic, Tudor Revival, Colonial Revival,
Prairie School, Queen Anne, and Bungalow/Craftsman.

b) The Northeast Residential Area does not warrant further study at this
time. The primary reason involves the loss of integrity to many of the
structures in the area. Numerous houses here have been altered to the
extent that the historic fabric has not been maintained.

c) The Southeast Residential Area does not warrant further study at this
time. Intrusions are numerous, and overgrown and vacant lots are
common. Also, several properties in this area are in need of
rehabilitation.

d) The Southeast Mixed Industrial/Residential Area does not warrant
further study at this time. Reasons for this include the intrusion of
numerous vacant lots and contemporary storage and warehouse
facilities.

e) The North Central Residential Area is not recommend for further study
at this time primarily because the historical association of the
residences in this area is also weakly developed, and contemporary
commercial development has started to intrude in its southwestern

sections.
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f)

g

h)

(General Results:

The Downtown Commercial Area encompasses the area between
Walnut and Willow Avenues from the railroad tracks west to Highway
81. Despite the presence of significant individual properties, the loss
of much of the architectural and historic fabric of the Downtown
Commercial Area is a major factor helping to explain the decision to
label this an area that does not presently warrant further study.

The Southwest Residential Area is not recommended for further study
at this time because the historic fabric and architectural integrity of
this area has not been maintained .

The West Residential Area does not warrant further study because
integrity-altering modifications are extensive here.

The Northwest Crescent includes the most northern and western
reaches of the study area. This area does not warrant further study
because some of the housing stock is of insufficient age. If the
integrity of the homes in the McCasland Park Addition is maintained it

should be a good candidate for a district in about twenty years.

This project has resulted in the survey of 107 properties in the Duncan study area.
For each of these properties minimume-level recording, including the completion of the
Historic Preservation Resource Inventory Form and photographs showing three

elevations, was conducted. This is an important first step in the process of identifying
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areas that warrant intensive-level surveys, locating praperties that are National Register
eligible, and identifying individual properties and areas that do not watrant further study.
Also, this project has helped establish those cultural resources and properties for which
we have satisfactory information and those for which we do not.

The information resulting from this project can now provide a database useful for
city planners, preservationists, historians, and others. This project has helped increase the
number of surveyed properties within Oklahoma, a long-standing goal of the Oklahoma

Historic Preservation Comprehensive Plan.
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VIII. KINDS OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES PRESENT IN THE SURVEYED
AREA

This section uses a thematic approach to discuss the different types of historic

properties surveyed in Duncan.

Commercial Properties:

The nature of Duncan’s early growth was such that a number of commercial
properties were constructed before the town was platted. Although Duncan acquired its
first post office in 1884, at a location about two to three miles east of the present city, the
town was not officially platted at its present site until 1901. Beginning in the 1890s much
of the early commercial construction was confined to Main Street. Wood was the
building material of choice in part because it was available and ensured fairly rapid
construction. Sandstone, some of which was quarried locally, was also used but with less
frequency. Following the tornado of 1898 and the fires on Main Street in 1901, brick
gradually supplanted wood as the preferred building material. In addition, prior to
statehood the commercial-style buildings tended to display minimal architectural
detailing. Parapeted front facades, corbeled cornices, and arched windows with
decorative molding were common.

One example of an early commercial structure in Duncan is the R. N. Frensley
Building. Part of this building, which was originally constructed of sandstone in 1899,
still stands at 823-825 West Main although it has been significantly altered. As a result,

the oldest extant and intact building on Main Street is the First National Bank Building at
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802 West Main.! This two-story structure dates to 1900, is constructed of pink sandstone,
and exemplifies the Romanesque Revival style. Two other buildings that help illustrate
the character of Duncan’s early commercial architecture are the City National Bank
Building at 801 West Main, and Buckholt’s Building at 827 West Main Street. These
buildings date from circa 1901 and 1912, respectively, but their first floors have since
been altered. These properties illustrate the very minimal architectural detailing common
on early commercial buildings.

Duncan’s earliest downtown commercial buildings were initially one-story
structures, However, none of those buildings has survived. By the turn of the century
Duncan’s downtown buildings were customarily two-story structures. Although Duncan
did possess a few three-story structures, such as the old Oklahoma National Bank
Building and the Wade Hotel, they were much less common.

A few buildings in the downtown date from the 1919 to 1925 period. These
include the Brittain-McCasland Building at 914-916 West Main, the Goodman-Grooms
Building at 918-920 West Main, and the Coleman-Whisenant Building at 926 West Main.
These buildings were constructed in 1919, circa 1925, and in 1921, respectively. Two
other properties located in the 800 block of West Main Street were also buiit during this
period. They include the Foreman Drug Store at 807 West Main, and the building beside
it at 809 West Main. On all of these buildings the architectural detailing is really quite

modest.

' One other very puzzling structure also exists, but not on Main Street. There is a wooden frame store on
the west side of North Third Street between Walnut and Oak Avenue. It appears to be quite old, possibly
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Industrial Properties:

The city of Duncan acquired industrial properties from the outset. Much of the
early industry related to the processing of agricultural products, and before the turn of the
century Duncan had a grain elevator, flour mill, and two cotton gins. As cotton
agriculture expanded, so did the number of cotton gins and oil presses in Duncan. Today,
however, the only surviving example of this industry is the old Chickasha Cotton Qil
Company Gin at 701 South Seventh Street. This building has since been altered and now
provides space for other commercial purposes.

Another important local industry to be established in Duncan was the People’s Ice
Company at 602 West Main Street. First established in 1904, this company was once
recognized as the oldest continuous business in Duncan. The company has since gone out
of business and the building has been adapted for other commercial use.

In terms of industry, the Halliburton Oil Well Cementing Company is most
closely associated with the city of Duncan. Halliburton’s headquarters were established
here in 1924. Many of the original structures associated with this cornpany nro longer
exist, however, one that does remain is Nationa] Register eligible. This is the old
administration building that was built in 1942 at 1011-1015 Bois d’Ar¢ Avenue.
Architecturally, this building displays attractive Art Deco influences on a basic
commercial form. In many ways this property represents the industrial character of

Duncan.

built circa 1905, yet it does not appear on Sanbern maps until 1946. This suggests it may have been moved
to this site, however no other infonnation on this property has yet beei forthcoming,.
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Government Properties:

Duncan acquired its first mayor in 1898, and at statehood it vied with Marlow to
become the seat of Stephens County. Duncan prevailed in the contest for the county seat,
and eventually built its first courthouse in 1920 in the middle of Main Street. For the next
48 years Duncan enjoyed one of the more unusual courthouse squares in Oklahoma. By
1968 the courthouse had outgrown its space. The building was subsequently demolished,
and a new courthouse was built on South Eleventh Street at Willow Avenue.

The Duncan Post Office is an extant government property that is National
Register eligible. This building was constructed in 1933 and stands at 802 West Willow
Avenue. Based on the date of construction, which pre-dates the formation of the WPA, it
1s likely that the Duncan Post Office was the result of one of President Hoover’s
economy-building initiatives that resulted in the construction of numerous post offices
during the early 1930s. Nevertheless, the building exemplifies influences of the Art Deco
and Moderne styles.

Close inspection of Duncan’s cultural landscape reveals numerous structures that
were built during the 1930s as part of the WPA. Perhaps one of the most taken-for-
granted contributions of the WPA was their construction of city sidewalks. We did not
catalog all of them, but many of Duncan’s sidewalks owe their origin to WPA workers.
Although we still need to confirm this, it aiso appears quite likely that many of the stone
bridges that span Willow Creek on the east side of Duncan and the unnamed tributary on
the west side that flows into Claridy Creek, resuited from a WPA or CCC project. In fact,
Playday Park once served as a camp for the Civilian Conservation Corps. Finally, the

Duncan Armory, which was listed in the National Register in 1996, is also the resuit of a
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WPA initiative. Still other properties in Duncan have connections with the WPA.
Because they relate to other themes, such as education and recreation, they are discussed

in those sections of the report.

Educational Properties:

Duncan has one education-related property that is potentially National Register
eligible. It is the Duncan Senior High at 224 North Ninth Street. This building is now part
of the Duncan Middle School complex that spans the block between Eighth and Ninth
Streets and Oak and Ash Avenues. Duncan Senior High was built in 1936 as Public
Works Administration (PWA) Project # 8453. The PWA was another one of the New
Deal initiatives during the 1930s.As a result of this project, the adjacent auditorium and
gymnasium were also constructed. A common architectural characteristic of New Deal
architecture is the tendency to reject ornate styles. Duncan Senior High exemplifies this
with its particularly utilitarian design.

Two other education-related properties that are especially significant to Duncan’s
African-American community include the Douglas School and Auditorium. Both
buildings were constructed as a result of WPA projects. They are still in use and stand on
the southwest corner of Sycamore Avenue and King’s Place. The Douglas School was
built circa 1934-35 at a time when schools were segregated. For the next two decades it
served as a school for the black community. The school functioned as an elementary,
secondary, and high school. The Auditorium that is located just to the north of the school
was built in 1936, Both structures are made of stone and are in good condition although

the Douglas School has had some alterations to the front and roof.

29



Recreation-Related Properties

As early as 1902 Duncan had an opera house located just west of the railroad
tracks between Willow Avenue and Main Street. Sometime between 1914 and 1923 the
opera house ceased to exist as the heyday for these places of entertainment waned.
Duncan’s opera house was gradually supplanted by movie houses. By 1928, three
theateis were in operation on Main Street, one in the 700 block, another in the 800 block,
and a third in the 900 block. The Palace Theater becamne established in the Coleman-
Whisenant Building (built in 1921) at 926 West Main Street and still operates today. This
building is in good condition although its first story has been altered and recently
renovated.

[n Duncan, the WPA also played a role in the construction of recreation-related
facilities. One such facility is Fuqua Pool. This pool dates from circa 1938 and is likely
the first public swinming pool built in Duncan. Fuqua Pool is still i1 use today. There are
two other structures of note nearby. Just a few feet to the north of the pool there are somie
low-set stone walls that have been built in an attempt to provide some poolside seating
and attractive landscaping. These walls are capped with a layer of cement and bear the
“WPA 1938” stamp. A short distance to the west of the pool stands anGther WPA-built
stone strueture. Although it has the appearance of a small stage we were told that this
structure was used to provide a seating area for pareiits watching their children in the
nearby but now non-existent wading pool. Nevertheless, these three structures warrant
further study as WPA properties. Although we have not yet been able to confirm this, we
suspect that the WPA also built a pool adjacent to the Douglas Schodl in the 1930s.

However, a plaque on the site indicates the preseiit pool was constructed in the 1950s.
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One recreation-related property that is National Register eligibie is Halliburton
Stadium. This stadium was built in 1939, and we suspect that it might also have resulted
from a WPA or other New Deal project. This large stadium possesses a number of
notable features. First, both bleachers are designed entirely from concrete (aluminum
stadium seating has been added), and the bleachers on the home and visitors’ sides are
full-size. The stadium has some very minimal but attractive detailing that consists of cut-
out diamond designs. These designs mark the concrete on the ends of the bleachers, on
the backside of the bleachers along the top of the wall, and on the concrete marking the
entrance and exit ramps. A one-story stone ticket booth still stands at the southwest
comer of the stadium, and the stadium complex is surrounded on three sides by a high
stone wall. This stadium, which is still in use, is unusual for its size, the well-developed

nature of the entire complex, and its architectural integrity.

Social Properties:

Duncan’s first Masonic lodge was organized in 1893. It represents the oldest
formally organized social group in Duncan. However, an unfortunate series of disasters,
including a tornado and two fires, destroyed two of their meeting halls. The present
temple, which is located at 809 West Chestnut Avenue, was built in 1954.

Numerous other social groups organized during the 1920s. A sample of some of
the more familiar of these would include the Elks (1922), the Rotary Club (1921), and the
Kiwanis Club (1921). As with the Masons, the original structure used by the Elks no

longer exists and the lodge that is now in use dates only to 1967. Although Duncan is
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home to numerous social groups and clubs, many have moved into newer structures that

are of insufficient age to warrant further study.

Religious Properties:

As early as 1889, three years before establishment of Duncan at its present
location, Duncan’s First Baptist Church was organized. In 1895 their first church building
was erected at the comer of Eighth and Ash. That building would serve the congregation
until about 1908 when it was sold to the Presbyterians. In 1908 a new Classical Revival
style building was constructed for the First Baptist Church at the corner of Ninth and
Ash. By 1951 construction on a new building at the same location was underway.

The Methodists, who had organized in 1893, built their first church on the corner
of Eighth and Elm in 1894. By 1926 the church had made plans to build a new church on
the corner of Ninth and Willow. A fire destroyed the building in 1968 and a new edifice
was built on the north side of Duncan beyond the boundary of the study area for this
project.

In terms of church architecture the previous two examples illustrate a common
pattern in Duncan. That is, most of the city’s church buildings are relatively new. In
most cases, however, this reflects the sheer growth of the local congregations and the
need for larger facilities. Although the First Christian Church did not get a new building,
their church, which was originally constructed in 1933, was extensively renovated during
the late 1960s. Similarly, a new Catholic church was erected in 1960. Two of the older
church buildings that have retained their original form and historic integrity are the First
Presbyterian Church (built about 1933) on the corner of Eighth and Ash, and the All
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Saints Episcopal Church (built about 1935) at 809 West Cedar Avenue. These buildings
were not surveyed during this project. One religious property that was documented by
this survey and deemed to warrant further study is the Antioch Baptist Church at 315
West Sycamore Avenue. The present church building was constructed in 1951, just north
of the location of the old church, and is unusual in that its walls consist of poured
concrete set in forms. Also, this church is locally significant because of its enduring

importance to the African-American community in Duncan.

Health Care Properties:

One of Duncan’s first hospitals was the Weedn Hospital, which opened in 1919
on North Tenth Street. By 1925 the brick structure, which still houses medical offices
today, had been constructed. Duncan acquired its first “modern™ hospital in 1928. By
the time it was built, the Patterson Hospital cost approximately $90,000.> Though it is no
longer used as a hospital, this building still stands and in 1995 it was listed in the
National Register. In 1937 the Lindley Hospital was built on the southern part of the
Lindley Tracts at 1305 North Ninth Street. Sometime during the 1940s a new hospital
was built on the same site. Today that structure now functions as a nursing home. On the
far northwestern corner of the study area stands the Duncan Regional Hospital. [t

underwent major construction and renovation during the late 1970s and early 1980s.

2 Stephens County Historical Society. 1982. History of Stephens County. Duncan, OK: Stephens County
Historical Society, p. 448.
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Transportation Properties:

In spite of its strong historical ties to the railroad industry Duncan possesses few
transportation-related properties. From 1892 until 1949 a modest frame building served
as the railroad depot. Not anticipating the dramatic changes that would occur in
transportation in the decades following the Second World War, Duncan built a new brick
depot in 1949. During the 1950s rail and bus transportation languished, and the railroad
depot was eventually torn down (circa 1990). Although the bus station still stands, it has

been converted into a diner.
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Residential (Domestic) Properties:

Single-family dwellings outnumber all other buildings in Duncan, and constitute
the majority of the property types surveyed. Duncan also possesses a few examples of

multiple dwellings that warrant further study.

(D Single Dwellings

This survey revealed that at least twelve different architectural styles, including
numerous variations, are represented by the residential properties of Duncan. These
properties include both high styles and more vernacular forms. The following tabie lists
the various architectural styles and the number of properties of each that were

documented during this survey and considered to warrant further study.

Number of Single
Architectural Style Dwellings
National Folk ' 18
Massed Plan
Shotgun
Hall-Parlor
Pyramidal
Cumberland/Saddlebag
I-House
Bungalow/Craftsman
Tudor Revival
Modern Movement
Colonial Revival
Prairie School
Folk Victorian
Moderne
French Eclectic
Spanish Eclectic
Pueblo Revival
Neoclassical
TOTAL
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This table disguises the fact that many of the properties documented during this
survey actually represent mixtures of two or more styles. The counts above reflect the
architectural style that was most dominant.

The windshield surveys conducted for this project and the results tallied above
indicate that National Folk and Bungalow/Craftsman styles are the two most prevalent
architectural styles for single dwellings. With only a few exceptions, almost all of the
National Folk properties inventoried in this survey were built following the Second
World War when residential construction had resumed and there was a high demand for
housing that could be built quickly.

Historically, the dominant architectural style of choice for the prominent
businessmen and community leaders appears to have been the Tudor Revival style. The
general absence of Queen Anne style houses in Duncan is notable, however, it can be
explained with recourse to the history of Duncan’s development. While the citizens of
Duncan have generally prospered, they amassed much of their wealth during and after the
1920s. By this time the popularity of the Queen Anne style had waned. In some ways this
gives the W. P. Fowler Residence at 801 West Beech Avenue, one of the “purest”
expressions of the Queen Anne style in Duncan, even greater significance because this is

an uncommon style for the city.
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(2)  Multiple Dwellings: Apartments/Hotels

Hotels were once a very prevalent building type in Duncan especially in the first
two decades of the town’s establishment. However, just one of Duncan’s historic hotels
has survived. This is the Johnson Hotel and Boarding House at 314 West Mulberry
Avenue. It was listed on the National Register in 1986 and updated during this survey.

Duncan has a few other examples of multiple dwellings, including apartments and
duplexes, which were documented in this study and warrant further study. Perhaps the
oldest extant apartment building is the property we have identified as the Carl Jones
Residence at 1012 West Oak Avenue. This building was constructed circa 1935, and is
still in use as a multiple dwelling today. An apartment complex, the Geneva Court
Apartments, was subsequently built circa 1945 at 701 West Pine Avenue. The complex
includes six separate two-story buildings. This complex is in very good condition and its
integrity has been maintained. Interestingly, all of the buildings in this apartment
complex as well as the Carl Jones Residence were built in a similar style with distinctive
gable-on-hip roofs.

Two additional properties provide examples of duplexes. The Browder and
Wilder Residence at 1203-1203 Y2 West Cedar Avenue is an example of a house
specifically built as a duplex circa 1930. This house also illustrates the Tudor Revival
style. Similarly, the R. L. Shook Residence at 606 A - 606 B South Eleventh Street is a
duplex. Stylistically, it also possesses a gable-on-hip roof and resembles the buildings in
the Geneva Court Complex and at 1012 West Oak Avenue. All of these properties

warrant further study.

37



IX. SPECIFIC PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED AND TECHNIQUES OF

INFORMATION COLLECTION

This reconnaissance level survey has provided documentation for 107 properties.
This section of the report briefly discusses some of the methods of information collection,
then moves to a discussion of the different architectural styles encountered in Duncan.
The section closes with a complete list of the properties surveyed and information
regarding each property’s significance.

Information on the surveyed properties was culled from a wide range of sources.
Among the most useful were the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. These maps initiated
coverage of Duncan in 1894. Updates to this map were subsequently produced in 1896,
1898, 1902, 1904, 1908, 1914, 1923, 1931, 1946/49, and 1958. As with all Sanborn maps
updates were typically marked on the earlier version of the map, making them very
difficult to read, particularly on microfilm. This was a real problem when using the
1946/49 map for Duncan because it is impossible to discern what changes occurred when.

Unfortunately, no Sanborn map produced for Duncan ever provided complete
coverage of the city. Several areas in the city of Duncan were consistently not covered by
the Sanborm maps. These areas include the Head Addition, and the northeast and
southwest quadrants of the original townsite. In short, there are really quite sizable
portions of Duncan that lack Sanbomn coverage, making it necessary for us to rely more
heavily on city directories as a source of information about dates of construction.

Other sources of information consulted in the course of this project include city
directories, archives at the Oklahoma Historical Society, and materials at both the
Genealogical Research Library and the Duncan Public Library. The Genealogical
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Research Library houses the most complete collection of city directories, with coverage
dating from the early 1900s into the 1970s. In addition, plat maps and property records at
the Stephens County Courthouse were consulted. Finally, on-site fieldwork and, in some

cases, personal interviews provided additional information.

Styles of Commercial Buildings:

) Commercial Style

For properties in Duncan whose main function was to transact business, the
Commercial Style became a dominant architectural style. This style was common in
Duncan from about 1890 to 1920. Shop fronts generally consisted of a parapeted front
fagade, large fixed pane display windows, and recessed entrances. The buildings were
also characterized by a flat roof, and were ordinarily two-story structures from one to
three bays wide. Although some three-story structures were built, none in Duncan has
survived. Clapboard cladding was used initially but soon gave way to brick. There is an
example of a one-story clapboard-clad commertcial building on the west side of North
Third Street between Walnut and Oak Avenue. Additional research is needed to
document when it was built and what purpose it served. No comparable structures remain
in downtown Duncan. In a few instances sandstone was also used for cladding. The
architectural decorations on these buildings tended to be fairly modest, including such
features as corbeled comnices or other decorative corbeling, the use of pilaster strips, and

some artistic embellishing of name and date plates.
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Representative examples of the Commercial Style include:

a. West side of North Third between Walnut and Qak Avenue
b. Foreman Drug Store, 807 West Main Sweet

c. 809 West Main Street

d. W. L. Buckholt’s Building, 827 West Main Street

Brittain-McCasland Building, 914-916 West Main Street
f. Goodman-Grooms Building, 918-920 West Main Street
g. Coleman-Whisenant Building, 926 West Main Street.

2) Romanesque Revival

The Romanesque Revival style became popular between the middle and end of
the nineteenth century. In terms of building details it represented a more decorative
style, but it also gave the feeling of considerable heaviness. Commercial buildings
designed in the Romanesque Revival style were frequently substantial buildings whose
size was enhanced by construction in sandstone or other rough textured cladding. Bands
of windows—often deeply set—and round arches commonly marked building
elevations.

The best examples of this style in Duncan are:

a. City National Bank Building, 801 West Main Street
b. First National Bank Building, 802 West Main Street

3) Art Deco/Modemne
Features of the Art Deco style, which prevailed between 1920 and 1940, include
smooth wall surfaces and architectural detailing that accentuates verticality. Such

detailing might include vertical striations or possibly a stepped parapet. In addition, the
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application of decorative geometric patterns such as chevrons, zigzags, and parallel
straight lines was common. This architectural style was almost exclusively used for
commercial buildings.

Like the Art Deco style, the Moderne or Art Modeme style enjoyed popularity
from about 1935 to 1950. Elements of this style include curved or rounded corners,
curved windows, smooth wall surfaces, and roof-line copings. This was a streamlined
style possessing few decorative details in order to express horizontality and movement.
Unlike the Art Deco style, however, the Mcderne style is found on both commercial and
residential properties.

Duncan has two non-domestic properties designed in the Art Deco style. One is
the Halliburton Administration Building at 1011-1015 West Bois d’Arc Avenue. A
second is the Duncan Junior High at 211 North Eighth Street. One Duncan property that
displays a mixture of the Art Deco and Moderne styles is the Post Office at 802 Willow

Avenue.

Styles of Dwellings:

(1) Queen Anne

The Queen Anne style was most commonly built during the 30-year period
between 1880 and 1910. Some of the characteristic features of this style include an
irregularly shaped and steeply pitched roof that typically contains a front-facing gable.
Queen Anne style houses frequently exhibit an asymmetrical fagade, often marked by a
round or polygonal tower either one or two stories in height. Another feature of this style

is the contrasting use of different wall materials and textures—sometimes including
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mixtures of shingles, stucco, and polychromatic brickwork. Patterned shingles and Queen
Anne sash windows often provide additional decorative details.

Duncan possesses few good examples of the Queen Anne style. This study
documented three different examples of this style. The best example is the W. P. Fowler

Residence at 801 West Beech Avenue.

(2)  Folk Victorian

Typical dates of conswruction for the Folk Victorian style range from about 1830
to 1910. The term "Folk Victorian” encompasses the use of popular stylistic elements on
vemacular housing forms. The style derived from the availability of machine-made
architectural elements used in folk housing. Folk Victorian houses most commonly had a
symmetrical fagade that included considerable porch decoration such as spindlework.

Duncan has almost no houses built in the Folk Victorian style. The examples
documented during this survey are very modest and lack the use of many stylistic
elements. Examples include the:

a. Joseph Dobbs Residence, 405 South Eleventh Street
b. Effie Jones Residence, 223 West Oak Avenue
c. Sarah Sparks Residence, 401 West Pine Avenue.

(3)  Colonial Revival
Most of the single dwellings in this style were built during the period from 1880
to 1955S. In fact, this style traces its roots to the 1876 Centennial and the 1892 World's

Columbian Exposition. Houses in this style commonly have a pedimented portico or
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entry, and a symmetrical fagade. Double-hung windows with multi-pane sashes are
common, and tend to reinforce the symmetry of the front facade. The doors are often
framed with decorative sidelights and a transom.

Excellent examples of the Colonial Revival style in Duncan include:

a. S. Conger Brown Residence, 806 West Hickory Avenue
b. R. H. Farnham Residence, 1001 West Spruce Avenue

c. Raizenand Edgin Residence, 1314 West Spruce Avenue
d. Irby S. Kolb Residence, 1214 West Pine Avenue.

4) Neoclassical

According to The Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia and Lee
McAlester, the Neoclassical style is an eclectic style characterized by a symmetrical
fagade that typically possesses a full-height (two-story) porch. The Neoclassical style
dates to the 55-year period between 1895 and 1950. Like the Colonial Revival style, the
Neoclassical style can trace its roots to the 1892 World's Columbian Exposition, which
was organized around a classical theme.

In Duncan a few properties illustrate the Neoclassical style. Three different
examples of this style were documented during this survey, however, only one of them is
recommended for further study. This is the Fred King Residence at 901 North Thirteenth

Street. It is an excellent example of this architectural style.

(5) Tudor Revival
Dates for this style tend to range from 1890 to 1940. Tudor Revival style

architecture. commonly features a steeply pitched, cross-gabled roof with overlapping
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gables. Decorative elements associated with this style include false half-timbering in the
gable ends, large chimneys topped with chimney pots, and patterned stonework or
brickwork. The Tudor Revival style is quite common in Duncan and the following list
provides the best examples:

a. Kenneth Price Residence,1107 West Hickory Avenue

b. Robert H. Brown Residence, 613 North Ninth Street

c. J. W. Whisenant Residence, 1015 West Beech Avenue

d. Harry H. Hanburry Residence, 916 West Chestnut Avenue
e. T. H. McCasland Residence, 206 West Pine Avenue.

Several other properties provide very good examples of the Craftsman influence
on Tudor Revival style houses. These include the Eugene Rice Residence at 1107 West
Spruce Avenue, the R. B. Newman Residence at 1007 West Hackberry Avenue, and the

Virgil D. Simmons Residence at 303 South Tenth Street.

6) French Eclectic

Bearing some resemblance to the Tudor Revival style of architecture, the French
Eclectic style is primarily a reflection of styles and details once common to French
domestic architecture. French Eclectic is considered an uncommon architectural style in
the United States. As a style it may owe much of its inspiration to soldiers who had
served in France during the First World War. The dominant identifying characteristic of
this style is the steeply pitched hipped roof that is complemented by flared eaves. In some

examples it is possible to find false half-timbering.
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The only documented example of the French Eclectic style in Duncan is the Elihu

Burkleo Residence at 915 West Beech Avenue,

€)) Prairie School

This style of architecture was popularized in the first two decades of the twentieth
century. It features a distinctively low-pitched, hipped roof with wide, boxed eaves. One
of the effects of this architectural style was to emphasize horizontality. As a result,
horizontal rows of windows are quite common, as are one-story wings or porches. Porch
supports also tend to be large rectangular or square piers.

The best examples of the Prairie School style in Duncan include:

a. W.T. Foreman Residence, 814 West Oak Avenue
b. Richard King Residence at 916 West Hickory Avenue.

Often structures built in the Prairie School style exhibit some Craftsman
influences, including false roof beams and Bungalow windows. The best example of this
is the Brittain-Garvin Residence, a National Register eligible property and contributing
resource to the Cenwral Residential District at 411 North Ninth Street. Another example
that displays a mixture of Queen Anne influences on what is essentially a and Prairie
Schoo! form is the William Duncan Residence at 513 North Eighth Street.

One subtype of the Prairie School style includes the Prairie Box or American
Foursquare. This subtype is characterized by its square plan with four rooms, a low-
pitched hipped roof, and symmetrical fagade. This survey documented two good

examples of this. One is the Leroy Winans Residence at 1015 West Chestnut Avenue and
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the other is the E. O. Sloan Residence at 511 North Ninth Street (a contributing resource

to the Central Residential District).

8 Bungalow/Craftsman
The Bungalow/Craftsman style prevailed between 1905 and 1930. Like the Prairie
School style, it also features a low-pitched roof. In contrast, however, roofs on
Bungalow/Craftsman dwellings are more commonly gabled and front gable types are
especially popular. Architectural details associated with this style include exposed rafter
tails and knee braces placed under the gables. Porches are integral to this style and the
porch supports tend to censist of square columns raised on battered piers.
Very good examples of the Bungalow/Craftsman style in Duncan include the
following:
a. Meyer Mehl Residence, 501 North Ninth Street
b. John G. Cole Residence, 903 North Ninth Street
c. B. H. Hire Residence, 319 West Elm Avenue
d. Samuel H. W. Williamson Residence, 816 West Beech Avenue
e. Charles Broadbent Residence, 1102 West Chestnut Avenue

f. Haubergger and Montgomery Residence, 1002 West Cedar Avenue.

One subtype of the Bungalow/Craftsman style is the Airplane Bungalow. This
subtype takes its name from the visual effect of the low-pitched, overhanging roof eaves
that give the impression of a biplane. The only example of this documented in this survey
is the B. H. Burnett Residence at 713 West Chestnut Avenue.
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9) National Folk

Houses were built in the National Folk style from the 1850s through the first half
of the twentieth century. This style includes several subtypes that are notably different
from one another. The subtypes include the gable front house, the gable-front and wing
house, the hall and parlor house, the I-house, the massed plan, and the pyramidal house.
This survey identified examples of the pyramidal, [-house, shotgun, hall-parlor, and
massed plan subtypes. Of these, massed plan houses are the most common in Duncan.

The following list provides representative examples of the massed plan subtype:

a. Elvin L. Wood Residence, 315 North B Street
b. Deb Hadlock Residence, 701 North Fourth Street
c. Kelly Little Residence, 610 North Fifteenth Street
d. J. A. Holdridge Residence, 1909 West Oak Avenue
e. Charles Ellis Residence, 1408 West Pine Avenue.

The dominant features of the pyramidal house type include its square form and
hipped roof resembling a pyramid. Examples of this subtype include:

a. Lillie Sampson Residence, 912 West Pecan Avenue

b. Dudley J. Bell, Jr. Residence, 1203 West Walnut Avenue.

The hall-parlor subtype is a single story dwelling with a double-pen plan. These
dwellings are side-gabled and particularly simple, often including a shed extension at the
back. Representative examples of this subtype include:

a. L. C. Gross Residence, 310 West EIm Avenue
b. R. C.McClain Residence, 1414 West EIm Avenue.
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The I-house subtype is a two-story dwelling that is one room deep and two rooms
wide. Detailing on these structures was originally quite simple but later tended to reflect
influences of other styles. The only example of an I-house documented in this survey is
the Thomas W, Bray Residence at 716 North Fifth Street. The precursor to the I-house is
the double-pen plan that existed in several different subtypes depending on the placement
of the chimney. One example of either a Cumberland or Saddlebag house is the William
Capps Residence at 1309 West Elm Avenue.

Finally, the Shotgun subtype is a one-story dwelling that is just one room wide
and usually three rooms deep. These are front-gabled dwellings with small porches.
Duncan has a moderate number of shotgun houses.

Some of the best examples are listed below:

a. C. A.Moore, Jr. Residence, 105 South A Street

b. Thelma Adams Residence, 204 West EIm Avenue

c¢. R. W. Mitchell Residence, 516 West Willow Avenue
d. Susan Caldwell Residence, 312 West Elm Avenue.

(10)  Spanish Eclectic

This style represents a revival of Spanish Colonial architecture that was
stimulated by the Panama-California Exposition held in San Diego in 1915. As a
domestic architectural style it enjoyed a relatively brief period of prosperity, primarily
across the southwestern part of the United States, from about 1920 to 1940. The use of
red tile on a low-pitched roof is a common characteristic of this style. Walls most
commonly have stucco surfaces, and front doors may be single or double doors and may

or may not be arched. Other doors leading to patios are commonly paired and have

48



multiple panes. A comman feature on the flat-roofed subtype of this style is the addition
of small shed roofs above windows and entrances.

In Duncan, the only example of this style documented in this survey is the L. B.
Simmons Residence at 401 North Ninth Street. This property is National Register

eligible.

(11)  Pueblo Revival

In many ways a hybrid, the Pueblo Revival style illustrates influences of both
Spanish Colonial building styles and Native American pueblo architecture. This is a flat-
roofed style of architecture largely geographically concentrated in northern New Mexico
and Arizona but also scattered across the southwest. In addition to the flat roof, other
identifying features of this style include projecting wooden roof beams known as vigas,
stucco walls, and roof parapets.

The only example of this style documented in this survey is the Dr. Fred L.

Patterson Jr. Residence at 1226 North Grand.

(12) Modermne

As a domestic style the Moderne or Art Moderne style enjoyed popularity from
about 1935 to 1950. Elements of this style include curved or rounded corners, curved
windows, smooth wall surfaces, and roof-line copings. Facades are typically
asymmetrical and both round and glass block windows are common. This was a
streamlined style possessing few decorative details in order to express horizontality and

movement,
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Duncan has two very good examples of single dwellings built in this style. They
are the:

a. A. N.Bunch Residence, 802 West Sycamore Avenue
b. Lawrence Haas Residence at 1502 West Cedar Avenue. This property is
National Register eligible.

(13) Modern Movement

Not to be confused with the eclectic style discussed above, the Modern Movement
is most closely associated with American houses built since the Second World War.
Variations of this style include the Minimal Traditional, Ranch, Split-Level,
Contemporary, and Shed forms. Of these, the Minimal Traditional, Ranch, and
Contemporary are most common in Duncan. The Minimal Traditional was a favored style
for tract housing developments during the post-war period. It is characterized by brick or
stone wall cladding, and a front-facing gable.

With its origins in California, the Ranch house rose to popularity in the 1950s and
1960s. This ubiquitous style is characterized by a fagade that is most commonly
asymmetrical and frequently dominated by a large picture window. This is a one-story
form with a low-pitched roof, and in time built-in garages became a standard feature of
the Ranch house.

The Contemporary style was popular beginning in the 1950s and continuing
through the 1970s. It includes both flat-roofed and gabled subtypes. There is little
decorative detailing on these houses, although it is possible to find exposed roof beams

on some. Often the wall cladding consists of a mixture of wood, brick, or stone. Although
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several examples of this style were documented in Duncan, they are of insufficient age to
warrant further study at this time.
Representative examples of the Minimal Traditional and Ranch styles include:

a. Jack Cohn Residence at 1201 North Thirteenth Street
b. John A. Simmons Residence at 1202 North Thirteenth Street.
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Reconnaissance Level Survey of a Portion of Duncan
Report on All Properties Surveyed

Name (if available) and Address Type' Significance
1. Isa;e(i)cz Jézjil?,tsoelz:ﬁsig:’r;z: B Warrants Further Study
2. Ng:;g:li(rdmslér;:;sbetween L B Warrants Further Study
3. D;(b) 111113((1)11'(;;1;: I;Sfti}c}esn;:et B Warrants Further Study
4. S()Suttr}::s;n S«gnairzt; ;?lreth Fifth B Warrants Further Study
1 North Fifn Sueet B amants Further Study
6.  South Fifth Street and Elm Avenue U Warrants Further Study
PG | v | v s
bR | P | e
9. 505 North Seventh Street B Warrants Further Study
10. D;?‘fa; c{;ﬁi%li;itihSteet B National Register Eligible
11. William Duncan Residence B Contributing Respurcg to Central
513 North Eighth Street Residential District

12.  Duncan Senior High B National Register Eligible

224 North Ninth Sweet
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Name (if available) and Address

Type

Significance

13.

L. B. Simmons Residence

401 North Ninth Street B National Register Eligible
14. Brittain-Garvin Residence . . .
411 North Ninth Street B National Register Eligible
15.  Meyer Mehl Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
501 North Ninth Street Residential District
16. E.O. Sloan Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
511 North Ninth Street Residential District
17. Robert H. Brown Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
613 North Ninth Street Residential District
18. Ben F. Ridge Residence
201 North Ninth Street B Warrants Further Study
19.  John G. Cole Residence
903 North Ninth Street B Warrants Further Study
20. Joseph G. Beard Residence
909 North Ninth Street L b TGS L
21. Peter Sisler Residence
219 South Ninth Street B Does Not Warrant Further Study
22. Frank E. Bradley Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
307 North Tenth Street Residential District
23. Duncan Waterworks Pumping
Station Southeast Corner of North B Warrants Further Study
Tenth Street and Cherry Avenue
24. Virgil D. Simmons Residence W ts Furt
303 South Tenth Street B arrants Further Study
55 311 North Eleventh B Conwributing Resource to Central

Residential District
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Name (if available) and Address Type Significance
= P IO E—
7 01 South Eleventh See B erants Purther Stdy
2 Ré&%%%i%?ﬁfxﬁf%levemh Street N Warrants Further Study
? E'ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁf&?ﬁ Street B Wamants EurtxoSiicy
30. Southeast Corner of South Twelfth U Warrants Further Study

and Maple Avenue
31 Ir‘gélg S%i’:}:?ﬁi’ﬁ}} Street B Does Not Warrant Further Study
2 Fr‘;(c)l IKIiIr;grtE?lflicil:t::;th Street B Warrants Further Study
P JaT;O?ONhﬁrﬁle?g:r?::mh Street B b
1202 North Thinsents Sweet B erants Further Study
i e I
2 410 North Fiesnth Suet B amants Forther Sy
e e | B | Do Py
38. Herman Pylant Residence B Warrants Further Study

506 West Beech Avenue
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Name (if available) and Address Type Significance
39. Pollock Construction Company
701 West Beech Avenue B Does Not Warrant Further Study
40. W. P. Fowler Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
801 West Beech Avenue Residential District
41. Samuel H. W. Williamson Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
816 West Beech Avenue Residential District
42. Elihu Burkleo Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
915 West Beech Avenue Residential District
43. J. W. Whisenant Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
1015 West Beech Avenue Residential District
44. Halliburton Administation Building
1011-1015 West Bois d’Arc B National Register Eligible
Avenue
45. Harrell Rayburn Residence
205 East Cedar Avenue B Does Not Warrant Further Study
46. Elmer Haubergger and Herman
Montgomery Residence B Warrants Further Study
1002 West Cedar Avenue
47. George Wilkerson Residence
1010 West Cedar Avenue B Warrants Further Study
48. L. A. Browder and J.V. Wilder
Residence B Warrants Further Study
1203-1203 1/2 West Cedar Avenue
49. Lawrence Haas Residence . . -
N E
1502 West Cedar Avenue B ational Register Eligible
50. H. L. Goodman Residence B Does Not Warrant Further Study

2015 West Cedar Avenue

|
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Name (if available) and Address Type Significance
51. B.H. Burmnett Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
713 West Chestnut Avenue Residential District
52. Harry H. Hanburry Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
916 West Chestnut Avenue Residential District
53. Leroy Winans Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
1015 West Chestnut Avenue Residential District
54. Charles Broadbent Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
1102 West Chestnut Avenue Residential District
55. Thelma Adams Residence
204 West Elm Avenue B Warrants Further Study
56. Carl B. Davis Residence
308 West Elm Avenue B Warrants Further Study
57. L.C. Gross Residence
310 West Elm Avenue B Warrants Further Study
58. Susan Caldwell Residence
W h
312 West Elm Avenue B U TR
59. B.H. Hire Residence
\\Y
319 West Elm Avenue B arrants Further Study
60. Alf W. Greene Residence
\\Y ts Further Stud
906 West ElIm Avenue N arrants Furtier study
61. William Capps Residence W ts Further Stud
1309 West Elm Avenue . arrants rurther Study
62. R.C. McLain Residence B Warrants Further Study
1414 West Elm Avenue
63. Hugh Shirley Residence B Does Not Warrant Further Study
109 East Fir Avenue
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Name (if available) and Address Type Significance
64. Harvey Jones Residence
903 West Hackberry Avenue : Warrants Further Study
65. R.B. Newman Residence
1007 West Hackberry Avenue B Warrants Further Study
66. O’Neill - Pace Residence
305 West Hickory Avenue B Does Not Warrant Further Study
67. S. Conger Brown Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
806 West Hickory Avenue Residential District
68. Richard W. King Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
916 West Hickory Avenue Residential District
69. Kenneth Price Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
1107 West Hickory Avenue Residential District
70. Johnson Hotel and Boarding House .
314 West Mulberry Avenue B N.R. Listed 5/14/86
71. Effie Jones Residence
293 West Oak Avenue B Warrants Further Study
72.  W.T. Foreman Residence B Contributing Resource to Central
814 West Oak Avenue Residential District
73. Carl Jones Residence
1012 West Oak Avenue B Warrants Further Study
74. J.A. Holdridge Residence
1909 West Oak Avenue B Warrants Further Study
75. Lillie Sampson Residence
912 West Pecan Avenue B Warrants Further Study
76. Sarah Sparks Residence B Warrants Further Study

401 West Pine Avenue
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Name (if available) and Address Type Significance

77. Geneva Courts, Inc. Apartments

701 West Pine Avenue N Warrants FustherStudy
78. T. H. McCasland Residence B Contributing Resource to Central

906 West Pine Avenue Residential District
79. Irby S. Kolb Residence

1214 West Pine Avenue B Warrants Further Study
80. Charles Ellis Residence

1408 West Pine Avenue N Warrants Further Study
81. R. H. Famham Residence

1001 West Spruce Avenue B Warrants Further Study
82. Eugene Rice Residence

1107 West Spruce Avenue B Warrants Further Study
83. Sam Raizen and Ethel Edgin

Residence B Warrants Further Study

1314 West Spruce Avenue
84. Douglas Auditorium

Southwest Corner of West B Warrants Further Study

Sycamore Avenue and King’s Place
85. Douglas School

Southwest Corner of West B Warrants Further Study

Sycamore Avenue and King’s Place
86. Antioch Baptist Church

315 West Sycamore Avenue B Warraats Further Sty
87. A. N. Bunch Residence

802 West Sycamore Avenue B Warrants Further Study
88. Dudley J. Bell Jr. Residence

1203 West Walnut Avenue B Warrants Further Study
89. R.W. Mitchell Residence B Warrants Further Study

516 West Willow Avenue
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Name (if available) and Address Type Significance

90. Ugggd \32::6\;1;‘1’(?;0&2‘;6]3““3" B National Register Eligible
91. Pe;ggfﬁ:l\ﬁﬁiitiienue B Does Not Warrant Further Study
92. C.I:‘?).Sl\ggzlt';, i.rS l;—:zitdence B Warrants Further Study
93. El;’;rsl Iﬁo\:ig(gi;::;ience B Warrants Further Study
4. ﬂ;olr;xa\; i‘ét(;\;zsnggeieSidence B Warrants Further Study
95. City National Bank Building (Fowler

Building) B Warrants Further Study

801 West Main Street
96. Fi;i)tZN\:/tiz:l;}I ginsktgztﬂding B National Register Eligible
97. Fosrg’;n;rllels)truMgaiSr:OSrfreet B Warrants Further Study
98. 809 West Main Street B Warrants Further Study
99. W821"7 \};l:’sl:lﬁg;s g;iliing B Warrants Further Study
101. Gg?gggg‘?;g;rﬁ :?r?lsl?rlgft B Warrants Further Study
102. Coleman-Whisenant Building B Warrants Further Study

926 West Main Street




Name (if available) and Address

Type

Significance

103.

Cotten Construction Company Office

12 Forest Hills Drive

Does Not Warrant Further Study

104.

H. L. Jennings Residence
107 Forest Hills Drive

Does Not Warrant Further Study

105.

Dr. Fred L. Patterson, Jr. Residence
1226 Grand Boulevard

Warrants Further Study

106.

Fuqua Pool
Northeast Corner of Oak Avenue
and Rice Street

Warrants Further Study

107.

Halliburton Stadium
Southeast Corner of South
Seventeenth Street and West Pine
Avenue

U

National Register Eligible

'Type “B” indicates a building, “U” indicates a structure.
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X. THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES THAT ARE
NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBLE

(1)  Duncan Junior High (211 North Eighth Street). Built in 1947.
This two story buff brick clad school building reflects the influence of the Art
Deco style. Carved floral motifs beside the front entry provide an example of this.
The windows on this building are either paired or in triples with concrete
surrounds. The front entry is recessed and marked with decorative inverted
buttresses. There is also a modest parapet above the main entrance. The north and
south ends of the building have decorative basketweave brickwork, enhanced by
the use of light and dark colored bricks, above the doors. Also, on the north and
south ends of the building every ninth course of bricks consists of a row of dark
stretcher bricks. This property is National Register eligible because ofits
architectural integrity and the uncommon occurrence of Art Deco features on an
education-related structure.

2 Duncan Senior High (224 North Ninth Street). Built in 1936.
This is a two story buff brick clad WPA style building. It spans the length of a
block and consists of three parts: a main entrance, gymnasium, and auditorium.
The main entrance is marked by raised brickwork that creates the appearance of
pilasters. These pilasters are decorated with three courses of darker colored
soldier bricks. The doors are slightly recessed and set beneath a semicircular
metal awning. The facades of the gymnasium and auditorium are similar to one
another and have prominent stepped parapets. Decorative brickwork on their

facades creates the impression that there are four pilasters. Each of the pilasters
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(4)

has a concrete cap and altemnating bands of light and dark colored brick.
Windows fill the wall space between the pilasters on the second floor on the
gymnasium, however, this is not the case on the auditorium. Instead only a small
plaque occupies one of the spaces indicating that this building was conipleted as
PWA Project # 8453.

L. B. Simmons Residence (401 North Ninth Street). Built circa 1925.

This is a one story stucco clad Spanish Eclectic style house with basement. The
house has a flat roof surrounded by a crenellated parapet. Just below the parapet
is a continuous pent roof made of tin and designed to resemble Spanish tile.
Decorative scroll-shaped drips mark the corers of the roofs to help shed water.
Two octagonal columns support the front porch, and sidelights frame the front
door. The south side of the house has a bay window with a separate roof element.
Short octagonal pillars, resembling those on the front porch, enframe the bay
window. This house originally served as the business office of the Rock Island
Refining Company. It is National Register eligible because of its high degree of
architectural integrity, its style, and its connection with the petroleum-generated
wealth of the 1920s.

Brittain-Garvin Residence (411 North Ninth Street). Built circa 1920.

This is a two story clapboard clad house with basement. Architecturally, the house
reflects the influences of both the Prairie School and the Bungalow/Craftsman
styles. The fagade is dominated by a full width porch that extends into a porte-
cochere and is supported by four battered and paneled piers raised on square brick
pillars. The porch, which has a flat roof, is capped by a very modest gable that
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rises above the front door. False roof beams decorate the eaves of the roof on the
second story and above the porch. Behind the house to the west stands a child’s
playhouse, and to the southwest of the house stands a detached two story garage
with pyramidal roof. This property is National Register eligible because of its
high degree of architectural integrity, and its connections with one of the early
business families in Duncan.

Halliburton Administration Building (1011-1015 West Bois d’Arc Avenue).
Built in 1942.

This buff brick clad building has two stories, a basement, and illustrates a mixture
of the Commercial and Art Deco styles. Since its construction the building has
been enlarged several times, culminating in a three story addition to the west.
There are three entrances on the south side, and the westernmost one is the
newest. The main entrance is marked by two classical columns, a parapet,
cartouches, and the Halliburton sign. That sign is not original and actually covers
the first name used for the company, “Halliburton Oil Well Cementing Co.” This
name is carved in the concrete beneath the present Halliburton sign. A second
entrance, still part of the original building, is marked by an attached porch that has
two glass block windows. The entire length of the south side of the building has
brickwork that creates the impression of engaged pilasters. Soldier bricks raised
slightly above the rest of the wall surface resemble pilasters and have distinctive
capitals with stylized floral designs. That same section of the building also has
metal awnings above the windows. Just to the east of the main entrance stands
another old Halliburton sign, with external lighting. This property is National
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Register eligible because it is the oldest extant property associated with the
Halliburton company, which has been critical to the growth of Duncan. Also, its
architectural integrity has been maintained.

Lawrence Haas Residence (1502 West Cedar Avenue). Built circa 1948.

The Haas Residence is a one story brick clad house with a raised basement. It
illustrates the Moderne style and has numerous decorative details including a
large rounded glass block window, large multipane windows, glass block
sidelights, and round windows. A corbel table stretches along the top of the wall
on the main part of the house, and false purlins have been added to the eaves of
the roof. The windows on the first story of the north side and on the basement of
the west sides have soldier brick lintels. Visual separation of the basement and
the first story is achieved by the use of red brick cladding on the basement level
and buff brick cladding on the first story. This property is National Register
eligible because of its architectural integrity and because of its connection with
the Haas family, one that has influenced the architecture of Duncan for many
years. Lucian Haas, Lawrence’s father, was a noted bricklayer in Duncan.

United States Post Office (802 West Willow Avenue). Built in 1933.

This is a two story building with basement. It is architecturally attractive because
of the use of buff brick and limestone to provide contrasting textures. It is also an
interesting adaptation of the Art Deco style. The fagade is dominated by four two
story limestone pillars that give way to a full width recessed porch. A continuous
band of decorative scrollwork encircles the building just above the second story
windows while a modillion-like band encircles the building just below the tops of
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the walls. Additional decoration on the fagade includes two bas-relief engravings
that show a train, airplane, and an eagle holding the two hemispheres of the globe
which are linked by a rope. The fagade is asymmetrical and includes five metal
casement windows that span the second floor, and five window or door
enframements on the first floor. Two of these enframements may have been
modified in order to accommodate the present sets of double doors, transoms, and
sidelights. The center enframement appears to have been filled in to provide a
space for the name “Federal Building.” This property is National Register
eligible because of its architectural style and integrity.

First National Bank Building (802 West Main Street). Built in 1900.

This is a two story commercial building in the Romanesque Revival style with
pink sandstone cladding. Four sets of paired double hung windows span the east
side of the second floor. The first floor has five broad round arched windows, and
the entrance is recessed, arcaded, and canted. A transom and sidelights with
beveled glass frame the door. One curiosity is that the nameplate on the east side
has the letter “n” placed backwards in the word “bank.” The most significant
alteration to this building includes the replacement of three sandstone pillars with
whitewashed concrete supports. However, this property is National Register
eligible because its integrity has been maintained and this is the oldest extant
commercial property in Duncan.

Halliburton Stadium (Southeast Corner of South Seventeenth Street and West
Pine Avenue). Built circa 1939.

This is a large football stadium with bleachers made entirely of concrete.
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Decorative details are limited to the use of a cut-out diamond design that spans
the top wall of the stadium on the outside, appears on the walls of ramps leading
into the stadium, and decorates the north and south ends of the visitor’s seating.
A high stone wal] surrounds the stadium complex on the east, south, and north
sides. A stone ticket booth still stands at the southwest entrance to the stadium,
and a barrel-roofed locker room has been built in between the ticket booth and
home seating. Concrete ramps leading in to the stadium are stamped with “WPA
1940.” Aluminum seating has been added to the bleachers, otherwise the integrity
of this structure has been maintained. It is an excellent example of a recreation-
related property from the 1930s, and some of the components of the stadium

complex were likely designed by the WPA.
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Individual Properties That Are National Register Eligible

Reconnaissance Level Survey of Duncan, 2000
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XI.

(1)

(2)

()

THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES THAT
WARRANT FURTHER STUDY

Isaac J. Newton Residence (102 South Second Street). Built circa 1925.

This is a one and a half story Queen Anne style house. The fagade is
asymmetrical and has a full width integral porch. The porch supports consist of
four plaincolumns. A prominent wall dormer with closed gable dominates the
roof space above the porch. The wall dormer has a set of triple windows, above
which extends a wood slat awning and below which imitation fish-scale shingles
have been added. The north side has a cutaway bay window with the roof above
the window distinguished by a separate closed gable. The south slope of the roof
has two gabled dormers.

North Third Street Between Walnut and Oak Avenues. Built circa 1905.

This one story clapboard clad store was built in the early Commercial style. The
fagade has a prominent parapet and a pent roof that forms a full width porch. The
pent roof is covered with wood shingles and has exposed rafter tails. The doors
and windows have been boarded up.

Deb Hadlock Residence (701 North Fourth Street). Built circa 1950.

This is a one and a half story brick house. Its form is based on the massed plan
subtype of the National Folk style. The gable ends of the house have distinctive
wood shingle cladding around either paired or single double hung windows. The
porch is a fully enclosed, gabled, and brick clad entry porch. The barge boards on
all visible gables are decoratively carved. There is woodwork in the gable peaks

and rows of holes have been “punched out” for decoration. A continuous course
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of soldier bricks encircles the house at the top of the walls. Every other brick in
this course is kicked out. There is also a brick fence with honeycomb brick
pattern enclosing the backyard.

Southeast Corner of North Fifth and Oak Avenue. Built circa 1940.

These oil tanks, which were used for many years, were moved to this location in
the mid-1980s and were adapted for use as temporary dwellings. Paneling has
been added to the inside, they have been fitted with doors, windows, and even air
conditioning units. These “tank houses” are now used by the Duncan Rescue
Mission. Of greater significance is the fact that this type of oil storage tank is no
longer built. The technology has now changed such that the use of rivets for
sealing seams is no longer practical.

Thomas W. Bray Residence (716 North Fifth Street). Built circa 1928.

This is a two story National Folk style house also known as an “I-house.” It is
two rooms wide but only one room deep. It has had asbestos siding added to it
and the porch area has been altered. The porch, which is full width, now consists
of an attached shed roof (in very poor condition) with four wrought iron porch
supports. Decorative details are limited to exposed rafter tails.

South Fifth Street and Elm Avenue. Built circa 1938.

This stone bridge has two supports and a stone retaining wall. A concrete railing
spans both sides of the bridge along Elm Avenue and is supported by six concrete
posts marked with a rectangular design. This bridge appears to be the work of the

WPA.
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Southwest Corner of Fifth and Pecan Avenue. Built circa 1940.

This stone bridge has two supports set in concrete. The bridge is now lined with
corrugated metal and appears to be the work of the WPA.

City of Duncan Powerhouse (South Sixth Street at Willow Avenue). Built circa
1921.

This two story brick clad industrial building displays no distinctive architectural
style. The building has a flat roof that is surrounded by a corbelled cornice with
broad semicircular parapets. The tall round arch windows are a dominant feature
of this building, There are as many as six windows on a side and they would span
two stories except that they are interrupted by a continuous concrete belt course
that encircles the building between the first and second stories. The tops of the
windows have fanlights, and the arches framing the windows are further
distinguished by the use of soldier brick voussoirs. Some alterations and repairs
have been made to the northwest comer of the building, and an aluminum garage
door has been added on the east side.

505 North Seventh Street. Built circa 1915.

This is a one story National Folk style building in the Cumberiand plan with
Craftsman influences. Cladding consists of clapboards with corner boards, the
roof is gabled and extends over the front doors to form modest porches that more
closely resemble awnings. Exposed rafter tails provide the only sort of decorative
detailing. This structure is located in what has become the backyard of the

property at 701 West Chestnut.
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Ben F. Ridge Residence (701 North Ninth Street). Built circa 1936.

This one and a half story brick clad house combines Tudor and Craftsman
influences. The fagade is marked by an integral, partial width porch with a broad
semi-elliptical arch. Access to the north side of the porch is via a round arched
opening. The front door has a Tudor arch above it, and the porte-cochere is
marked by another semi-elliptical arch. The interior chimney has some bricks
missing from the stack. All gables have carved bargeboards, and a large two story
apartment with pyramidal roof stands at the back of the property.

John G. Cole Residence (903 North Ninth Street). Built circa 1920.

This is a one story clapboard and stucco clad Bungalow/Craftsman style house.
This is an example of the front gabled subtype and the fagade is dominated by a
near full width porch with a separate gable element. The porch is supported by
large battered stucco porch piers. Two of the porch supports are freestanding; a
third is engaged. Two sets of triple bungalow windows give symmetry to the
facade. The Queen Anne style stained glass window in the porch gable is likely
not original as it lacks the crown molding present on the other windows and front
door. The eaves of the roof have exposed rafter tails and false roof beams
Joseph G. Beard Residence (909 North Ninth Street). Built circa 1920.

This two story clapboard clad house illustrates Colonial Revival influences on a
Craftsman form. It has a gabled entry porch with a curved underside that is
supported by four slender and turned porch posts, and two engaged wooden posts.

A Palladian window with blind arch decorates the fagade, while exposed rafter
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tails are present on all of the open eaves. According to the 1928 Sanborn map,
this house once had a wrap around porch on the front and north side.

Duncan Waterworks Pumping Station (Southeast Corner of North Tenth Street
and Cherry Avenue). Built in 1921.

This one story brick clad building has no distinctive architectural style. The
structure has a flat roof surrounded by a stepped parapet that is capped with
concrete. A continuous concrete stringcourse encircles the building below the
parapet. All sides of the building have essentially the same design in that three
large vertical recessed rectangles help give the wall surface definition. Windows
or doors are centered within those spaces and are marked by concrete lintels and
sills. Most windows have either brick or wood infill.

Virgil D. Simmons Residence (303 South Tenth Street). Built circa 1925.

This is a one and a half story buff brick clad Tudor Revival style house with some
Craftsman influences, particularly exposed rafter tails. Other decorative details
include a gabled entryway with two round arch openings. Two red soldier bricks
decoratively serve as keystones. Red brick is also used to outline the windows
and the louvered vents in the gable peaks. Red soldier bricks form a continuous
lintel course, and also mark a segmental arch above one of the triple windows.
They also form a continuous sill course at the base of the walls and are
concentrated in the gable peaks. The upper sashes of the windows have vertical
muntins.

Joseph Dobbs Residence (405 South Eleventh Street). Built circa 1920.

This is a one and one half story clapboard clad (with comer boards) Folk
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Victorian style house with minimal Victorian detailing. The porch consists of a
pent roof and is supported by two engaged and turned porch posts as well as three
wrought iron supports. The roof has closed gables, and the windows, doors, and
corner boards have crown molding. An extra door has been added to the south
side of the house.

Charles Coker Residence (501 South Eleventh Street). Built circa 1945.

This is a one and a half story clapboard clad Bungalow/Craftsman style house.
The fagade is dominated by a large front gable and a porch that is nearly full
width. The porch roof is a hipped, pent roof with a small gable set within it and
above the front door. Four battered wood piers are raised on brick pillars and
support the porch. A diamond design is set in the top of each of the pillars, and at
the top of the chimney and on the chimney shaft. Buff brick has been used to
highlight the base of the chimney, the shoulders, and the chimney cap. Crown
molding distinguishes the windows and doors on this house, and triangular knee-
brace brackets have been placed in the gable ends. The porch and the cross gable
portion of the roof have exposed rafter tails.

R. L. Shook Residence (606 A-606 B South Eleventh Street). Built circa 1950.
This one story brick clad duplex possesses no distinctive architectural style. It has
an uncommon gable-on-hip roof style, but no signiﬁ'cant decorative details. Roof
extensions cover the front and side doors creating small entry porches. This
property warrants further study as a muitiple dwelling.

E. E. Lantz Residence (1122 North Twelfth Street). Built circa 1945.

This is a one story house with clapboard cladding and corner boards. The house
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is primarily an example of the Modern Movement, and specifically, an example of
the Minimal Traditional subtype. The 12/12 and 6/6 double hung windows point
to some Colonial Revival influences. Three prominent 12/12 double hung
windows decorate the fagade. Decorative details include small, carved
bargeboards on the eaves of the house, and some vertical wood slats that have
been placed in the gable end of one of the front facing gables. This house lacks
an entry porch.

Northeast Corner of South Twelfth and Maple Avenue. Built circa 1938.
This is a stone bridge with a stone-lined channel. The bridge is marked by a
concrete railing that is supported by three concrete posts marked with rectangular
designs. This appears to be a WPA built structure.

Fred King Residence (901 North Thirteenth Street). Built circa 1939-40.

This is a two story brick clad Neoclassical style house with side-gabled wood
shingle roof and two exterior end chimneys. The house has a prominent full
height and full width porch supported by four freestanding fluted pillars and two
engaged pilasters. The fagade is symmetrical, marked by 12/12 double hung
windows, and a door surround that includes sidelights, and an unbroken pediment
with plaster fanlight above the door. The attached garage echoes the style of the
house and has a louvered cupola with weather vane on top of it.

Jack Cohn Residence (1201 North Thirteenth Street). Built circa 1945.

This is a one and a half story stone clad Modem style house (Minimal Traditional
subtype). The roof is gabled, but has a saltbox profile because the east slope of

the roof extends over the porch. One engaged and two freestanding stone pillars
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support the porch. The front gabled portion of the house has an 8/8 double hung
window topped with a blind round arch that has stone infill. Adjacent to the
hcuse is a detached garage with pyramidal roof.

John A, Simmons Residence (1202 North Thirteenth Street). Built circa 1950.
This one story brick clad Modern (Ranch) house has a hipped roof and attached
two-car garage. Decorative details include patterned brickwork. Soldier brick
patterning beside the front door creates the effect of sidelights. There are also
four rows of soldier bricks below the bay window on the front, and there is a
basketweave pattern below the bay window on the south side. There is also a
guest house with a pyramidal roof, and the property is surrounded by a metal pipe
fence.

Leanard Stewart Residence (1224 North Thirteenth Street). Built circa 1950.
This one story buff brick clad house displays influences of the International style
on the Modern (Contemporary) style. The International influences include the
corner windows that are set nearly flush with the walls, and the expanses of wall
space lacking windows. The section of the wall that forms the west wall of the
garage, with the long louvered opening, illustrates this. The fagade of the house is
dominated by a large window and massive exterior through-the-roof chimney clad
with sandstone.

Kelly Little Residence (610 North Fifteenth Street). Built circa 1945.

This is a one story brick clad house in the massed pian subtype of the National
Folk style with a gable-on-hip roof. Decorative details are minimal, as is porch
development. The house has only a simple gabled entry porch.
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Herman Pylant Residence (506 West Beech Avenue). Built circa 1925.

This is a one story brick clad Bungalow/Craftsman style house. The roof is cross-
gabled and hipped, and the east and west gable ends are open and clipped. The
fagade is symmetrical and has paired double hung windows with decorative
muntins. The porch has an open gable with a round arch design cut from it. Two
wooden, battered porch supports are raised on brick piers.

Elmer Haubergger and Herman Montgomery Residence (1002 West Cedar
Avenue). Built circa 1920.

This is an unusual example of a one story Bungalow/Craftsman house because of
its wood shingle cladding. The partial width porch extends to become a porte-
cochere and both are supported by four battered wood supports set on brick
pillars. The roof has exposed rafter tails and the gable ends have false roof
beams. Crown molding decorates the door and window surrounds.

George Wilkerson Residence (1010 West Cedar Avenue). Built circa 1925.
This is a one story clapboard (with corner boards) clad National Folk house, and
an example of the massed plan subtype. Decorative details include exposed rafter
tails, a lattice design in the gable peaks, triangular knee-brace brackets on the
gable ends, and crown molding on the doors, windows, and corner boards. The
front has two triple windows with vertical muntins decorating the upper sashes.
The glazing has been replace in the paired windows on the west side, and a door

has been added there as well.
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L. A. Browder and J. V. Wilder Residence (1203-1203 %2 West Cedar Avenue).
Built circa 1930.

This one and a half story brick clad Tudor Revival style structure has a cross-
gabled roof. All gables are clipped. Because of its use as a duplex it has two
arcaded and integral porches. The arcaded walls are buttressed and the buttresses
have white concrete caps. Two soldier bricks are placed as keystones in the round
arches on the porches. A triple window on the front has a soldier brick lintel,
fixed lattice windows, and doubie hung windows with lattice-work in the upper
sashes. Above that window in the gable peak is a decorative buil’s eye. In the
peaks of the south and east facing gables there are louvered vents set in small
round arch openings.

Thelma Adams Residence (204 West Elm Avenue). Built circa 1943.

This one story Shotgun style house has clapboard siding and comer boards. A
gabled porch has been added to the front of the structure and has wrought iron
supports. The roof on both the house and porch has exposed rafter tails. The
room added at the back has walls made of board and batten construction. The
north facing gable end also has a type of board and batten woodwork.

Carl B. Davis Residence (308 West Elm Avenue). Built circa 1925.

This is a one story Bungalow/Craftsman house in the cross-gabled style. Two
wooden, tapered porch posts rest on massive concrete and battered piers. Two
smaller battered piers, without porch supports, also help frame the porch.

Windows are either paired or wiple, and the top sash has decorative vertical
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muntins. Exposed rafter tails and decorative roof beams provide additional
Craftsman detailing.

L. C. Gross Residence (310 West EIm Avenue). Built circa 1939.

This is a one story National Folk house in the hall & parlor plan with rooms added
at the back. Cladding consists of clapboards with corner boards. A gablted
overdoor supported by wriangular knee brace brackets form a very modest porch
on the front. Windows have been replaced, and exposed rafter tails show only on
the west side of the roof.

Susan Caldwell Residence (312 West EIm Avenue). Built circa 1939.

This one story Shotgun style house displays Craftsman influences. The house has
board and batten cladding, and the roof has exposed rafter tails. A gabled front
porch, also with exposed rafter tails, has been added to the front and is supported
with wrought iron poles. The gable end on the porch has some aluminum siding.
B. H. Hire Residence (319 West EIm Avenue). Built circa 1925.

This one story Bungalow/Craftsman style residence has stucco cladding and
decorative brick quoining on the corners and around the windows. The fagade has
two sets of paired windows, while there are two wiple windows on the west side.
A partial width recessed porch marks the entrance. The roof has exposed rafter
tails and gable ends have decorative beams. Some asbestos siding has been added
to the gable ends.

Alf W. Greene Residence (906 West Elm Avenue). Built circa 1920.

A one story cross-gabled Bungalow/Craftsman style house with porte-cochere.
The exterior chimney is “through-the-roof.” A full width porch marks the front
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and is supported by two battered wooden piers raised on brick supports. The
porte-cochere has similar supports. Metal poles have been added to the remaining
two porch supports. Roof beams decorate the gable end above the porch, and
exposed rafter tails decorate the west side of the roof of the porch. Triangular
knee-brace brackets decorate the west facing gable ends. Front window have
crown molding and the double hung windows have decorative muntins. The front
fagade also has a large multipane window that may not be original.

William Capps Residence (1309 West Elm Avenue). Built circa 1950.

This is a one story, gabled National Folk style house in either the Cumnberland or
saddlebag plan as indicated by the two front doors. Wall cladding is clapboard
with comer boards. A pent roof supported with four plain wooden posts forms
the porch.

R. C. McLain Residence (1414 West EIm Avenue). Built circa 1945.

This is a one story, gabled and clapboard clad National Folk style house in the
hall & parlor plan. A pent roof supported by two small wooden posts forms a
modest porch on the front that has exposed rafter tails.

Harvey Jones Residence (903 West Hackberry Avenue). Built circa 1925.

This is a very uncommon example of a two story Craftsman house. It has
clapboard cladding with corner boards. The corner boards as well as the window
and door surrounds have crown molding. Also, the corner boards on the first
story are chamfered. The porch is integral and is supported by small battered
wooden piers raised on brick pillars. Exposed rafter tails decorate the roof on

both stories. Numerous doubie hung windows occur in pairs and triples. The
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windows on the first story have vertical muntins in the upper sashes and this
pattern is also carried over to the glazing in the front door. Screening with a
lattice pattern has been added to one of the triple windows on the front. The
windows on the second story lack the vertical muntins. As indicated on the
Sanborn maps, the second story was added sometime between 1923 and 1931.

R. B. Newman Residence (1007 West Hackberry Avenue). Built circa 1930.
This one story brick clad Tudor revival style house displays Craftsman influences.
Decorative details include basketweave brick design in the stack of the chimney, a
gabled entwry porch with flared eaves and a round arch, exposed rafter tails on the
roof, and clipped gables.

Effie Jones Residence (223 West Oak Avenue). Built circa 1925.

This modest one story Folk Victorian has asbestos shingle siding. Roof gables are
closed, have pent roofs at the base, and louvered vents in the peaks. Sidelights
frame the door and the entry to the house is via porch with a separate gabled roof
that has exposed rafter tails. The porch is supported by six classical columns
raised on brick pillars. The west side is distinguished by a cut-away bay window.
Carl Jones Residence (1012 West Oak Avenue). Built circa 1930.

This two story brick clad apartment building displays no distinctive architectural
style. Four sets of paired 6/6 double hung windows give symmetry to the fagade.
A porch has been created on the front by the addition of a pent roof supported by

two wooden porch posts.
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J. A, Holdridge Residence (1909 West Oak Avenue). Built circa 1950.

This one story National Folk style house exemplifies the massed plan subtype.
Wall cladding consists of clapboards with corner boards. The house has a small,
gabled entry porch, and the front has two sets of triple windows. It is unusual to
find a National Folk house built this recently, but the floor plan, cladding, and the
absence of decorative detail all point to a National Folk form on a house built
following the second World War.

Lillie Sampson Residence (912 West Pecan Avenue). Built circa 1920.

This is a one story National Folk style structure of the pyramidal family. The
facade has two large double hung windows, one in the 12/1 style. The other front
window has likely been replaced. Each side of the house has a set of triple 9/1
double hung windows. The front porch is integral and is supported with two
classical columns raised on a wooden balustrade.

Sarah Sparks Residence (401 West Pine Avenue). Built circa 1925.

This is a very modest one and a half story Folk Victorian house of the gable front
and wing subtype. Wall cladding consists of clapboards with corner boards. The
tops of the corner boards have crown molding similar to that above the front door
and windows. The front door has a transom and opens onto a porch that spans
two sides of the house and is supported by nine wooden porch posts. A separate
shed roof covers the porch. Gables are closed and have small double hung
windows set in them.

Geneva Courts Inc. Apartments (701 West Pine Avenue). Built circa 1945.

This two story apartment building has a gable on hipped roof but otherwise
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displays no distinctive architectural style. The fagade is symmeitrical, enhanced
by eight sets of paired 6/6 double hung windows. The porch is modest, consisting
only of an attached shed roof supported by decorative triangular brackets.

Irby S. Kolb Residence (1214 West Pine Avenue). Built circa 1935.

This two story Dutch Colonial style house has a gambrel roof and continuous
shed dormer on the second story. It has a symmetrical fagade with a gabled entry
porch that has a curved underside. Four plain slender columns support the porch.
The front door may have originally had sidelights but siding has since been added.
A one story wing with flat roof on the west side now provides space for a two-car
garage. Both ends of the driveway to this house are stamped “WPA 1938.”
Charles Ellis Residence (1408 West Pine Avenue). Built circa 1943.

This is a one story house built in the National Folk style and exemplifies the
massed plan subtype. It has brick cladding, a gable on hip roof, and a gabled
front porch. Wrought iron porch supports have replaced the original wood porch
posts.

R. H. Farnham Residence (1001 West Spruce Avenue). Built circa 1930.

This is a two story brick clad Colonial Revival style house. lIts fagade is
symmetrical and dominated by a gabled entry porch supported by two wooden
posts with decorative scoring. The entry porch adjoins a door surround
characterized by a broken pediment and engaged pilasters that match the porch
supports. Sidelights frame the door. There is a single story side wing on the east

side of the house. It has an integral porch supported by two square columns and
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two engaged pilasters. Both chimneys have corbelled caps, and the exterior
chimney, which is partially through-the-roof, has two chimney pots.

Eugene Rice Residence (1107 West Spruce Avenue). Built circa 1925.

This one story clapboard clad Tudor Revival style house has Craftsman influences
and a roof that is cross-gabled. Decorative details include a round arch entrance,
small windows in the gable ends that have diamond designs, and exposed rafter
tails. The front has paired double hung windows with vertical muntins in the
upper sashes. These windows are also supported by triangular brackets.

Sam Raizen and Ethel Edgin Residence (1314 West Spruce Avenue). Built
circa 1935.

This is a one and a half story brick clad Colonial Revival house (Cape Cod
Cottage). The west side has a large exterior gable end chimney. The fagade is
symmetrical with two gabled dormers that have vinyl siding. The flat-roofed front
porch is supported by four fluted columns. The porch is probably not original.
Douglas Auditorium (Southwest Corner of West Sycamore Avenue and King’s
Place). Built circa 1936.

This two story stone clad WPA-style building has a barrel roof. The fagade has a
stepped parapet and six pilasters. The pilasters and cornice are capped with
concrete. A concrete name and date plate is centered on the front wall. Metal
awnings suspended on chains hang above the two sets of double doors. Two
windows on the front have wood infill as do many of the windows on the north

and south sides.
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Douglas Scheol (Southwest Corner of West Sycamore Avenue and King’s Place).
Built circa 1934-35.

This single story stone clad WPA-style building has a gable roof recently covered
with aluminum. All main entrances to the building are recessed, and the
entrances on the north and south sides have projecting surrounds. Spaces for
eight large windows dominate the front fagade, however they all have some
concrete block infill.

Antioch Baptist Church (315 West Sycamore Avenue). Built 1955.

This one story church possesses no distinctive architectural style. Concrete walls
appear to be set from a formwork, not as individual blocks, and corners are
rounded. Two sets of double doors mark the entrance on the south side and have
concrete-filled round arches above them. The east and west sides have five
casement windows, and another two mark the south side. All of these windows
are filled with an attractive blue stained glass.

A. N. Bunch Residence (802 West Sycamore Avenue). Built in 1955.

This is a one story brick clad house in the Modemne style. A massive brick
chimney dominates the front fagade, and one side of the chimney is stepped. A
cormer glass block window also marks the front entry. The east side of the house
has a large, circular sunroom with eight windows and a door with a glass block
transom above. The sunroom has a separate, conical roof element.

Dudley J. Bell, Jr. Residence (1203 West Walnut Avenue). Built 1945.

This is a one story National Folk style house in the pyramidal family. Walls
consist of concrete blocks. The front has two large 9/9 double hung windows,

84



(55)

(56)

7

(38)

asymmetrically placed, while the sides have paired windows. The entrance has a
modest porch with a hipped roof.

R. W. Mitchell Residence (516 West Willow Avenue). Built circa 1945.

This one story, gabled Shotgun house displays Craftsman influences. Wall
cladding consists of clapboards with comer boards. Metal awnings cover the
double hung windows on the north and south sides of the structure. Roof has
exposed rafter tails. A room with a separate entrance has been added to the back
of the structure.

C. A. Moore, Jr. Residence (105 South A Street). Built circa 1945.

This is a one story clapboard clad (with corner boards) National Folk style house.
Specifically, it is a Shotgun house. Decorative details are minimal but include
exposed rafter tails, knee-brace brackets on the front gable, and metal awnings
over the front door and the windows on the south side.

Elvin L. Wood Residence (315 North B Street). Built circa 1950.

This National Folk style house has clapboard cladding (with corner boards) and
one story. This house is an example of the massed plan subtype. It has a modest
front-facing gable with a small gabled porch. The roof is gabled with closed
rakes. The front fagade is asymmetrical with paired double hung windows.
Thomas L. Carpenter Residence (217 West Main Street). Built circa 1925.
This one story, cross-gabled Bungalow/Craftsman house has clapboard cladding.
An integral, recessed porch spans the front and part of the east side, and is
supported by six battered wooden posts raised on brick pillars. The wooden porch
posts have a raised decorative diamond design on them. Rafter tails are exposed
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and all gable ends have decorative woodwork. The front door is framed by
decorative sidelights, and the windows and doors have crown molding. The
windows on the front are triple windows. The center window on the east side has
been converted into a door.

(59) City National Bank Building (801 West Main Street). Built circa 1901.
This two story Commercial style building displays Romanesque Revival
influences such as round arch windows, corbelled cornices, stone string courses,
and contrasts enhanced by the use of red and buff brick. Twenty-three windows
span the east and south sides of the second story and are surrounded by a
continuous label mold in buff brick. This building has had several alterations to
the first floor including the addition of ceramic tile and fixed pane display
windows to the front, and brick in-fill in four of the windows on the east side.
Five classical columns, which once supported an arcaded entwrance, have been
removed.

(60) Foreman Drug Store (807 West Main Street). Built circa 1920.
This two story Commercial style building has long served as a jewelry store
and/or drug store. The first floor was originally constructed of stone but that has
been replaced as large, fixed pane display windows and a recessed entry with
glazed double doors have been added. The second floor has decorative corbelling
and paired double hung windows. Concrete lintels and sills provide a contrast
with the red brick. A concrete cornice marks the top of the walls. There is some

wood infill above the windows.
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809 West Main Street. Built circa 1920.

The first floor of this two story Commercial style building has been modified
with the addition of large fixed pane display windows and a slightly recessed
entry. Two stringcourses of rowlock bricks span the second story, and a stone
cormice caps the top of the wall. Two paired double hung windows have soldier
brick label molds. A continuous concrete sill runs below the windows. Windows
have some wood infill.

W. L. Buckholt’s Building (827 West Main Street). Built in 1912.

This is a two story brick clad Commercial style building. Alterations to the first
story include replacing the original brick cladding with wood, installing large
fixed pane display windows and adding new double doors. Eight windows across
the front have wood infill. The second story has decorative quoining, a dentilled
comice, and a corbelled and dentilled molding. Windows have soldier brick label
molds and concrete sills.

Brittain-McCasland Building (914-916 West Main Street). Built in 1919.

This is a two story Commercial style brick clad building. A double-banded stone
stringcourse crosses the front of the building near the top. Five diamond-shaped
stones are positioned above the stringcourse in the shape of pendant arrows. A
continuous concrete sill and eight other diamond-shaped stones (installed to hold
the awning) separate the first and second stories. Four brick pillars with concrete
caps and bases enframe the fixed pane display windows and entrances. Second
story windows have soldier brick label molds. Two of the second story windows

have been replaced and an advertising panel now covers the casement windows
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on one side of the first story. This building has had some recent restoration work
to the fagade as a part of the main street program.

Goodman-Grooms Building (918-920 West Main Street). Built circa 1925.

This two story brick clad Commercial style building has a metal awning made to
resemble the original. Eighteen fixed metal windows form a sort of clerestory at
the top of the first floor. Three sets of paired double hung windows with a
continuous concrete sill are separated by four engaged pilasters with concrete
caps and bases. Rectangular designs in brick decorate the space above the
windows on the second floor. This building has had some restoration work to the
fagade as part of the Main Stceet project.

Coleman-Whisenant Building (924-926 West Main Street). Built in 1921.

This two story brick clad Commercial style building has a modest parapet and
name plate in the top center of the front wall. The second story has three sets of
paired, double hung windows separated by six engaged pilasters with concrete
caps and bases. Pilasters are grooved and appear to be raised slightly from the
surface. Instead of label molds, second story windows have continuous horizontal
corbelling across the top. A marquee has been added to the first story and it
appears to cover a row of windows. The brickwork on the first story of the
building has been modified in order to accommodate a new ticket booth and
entrance.

Dr. Fred L. Patterson, Jr. Residence (1226 Grand Boulevard). Built circa 1945.
This house provides a rare example of a Pueblo Revival style house. The house is

one story with a flat roof and stucco wall. A row of vigas spans the top of each of
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the walls. The house has few decorative details, however, the fagade is enhanced
by the design of an entrance gate that is detached from the house. The gate is
constructed of concrete blocks that have had stucco applied. The gate carries the
name “La Hacienda” and is decorated by two metal sconces similar to the ones on
either side of the front door. Metal security bars have been added to the windows
on the north and east sides.

Fuqua Pool (Northeast Comner of Oak Avenue and Rice Street). Built circa 1938.
This outdoor swimming pool was constructed by the WPA. The pool is still in
use and is from about three to eight feet deep. On the north side of the pool there
are stone walls, also WPA-built, which appear to have provided a form of
poolside seating. To the west of the pool is another seating area that was also
built by the WPA in 1938. This seating area is made of sandstone and concrete,

and used to be adjacent to a wading pool that no longer exists.
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Individual Properties That Warrant Further Study

Reconnaissance Level Survey of Duncan, 2000
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XII. THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF PROPOSED DISTRICT

Central Residential District
History:

The Central Residential District warrants further study because it was one of the
first cohesive single-family residential neighborhoods to develop in Duncan.

Historically it has also been associated with some of Duncan’s prominent citizens,
especially its bankers, lawyers, and oil men. One of the early residences built in the area
(circa 1905) was at 801 West Beech Avenue. This was the home of W. P. Fowler, one
of the charter members of the Oklahoma National Bank of Duncan. Fowler eventually
went on to become the president of the Duncan Building and Loan Association, and
owned the W. P. Fowler Music Company at 912 West Main Street. Another property
dating to the early 1900s is the W. T. Foreman Residence at 814 West Oak Avenue.
Foreman owned and operated the Foreman Drug Store at 807 West Main Street. The
Foreman Residence was built circa 1907 in the Prairie School style.

As contributing resources to the Central Residential District these two properties
are significant because they are the oldest extant properties. All of the other contributing
resources in the Central Residential District were built in the 1920s and 1930s, making
the Fowler and Foreman residences important exceptions to this pattern.

At least two other individuals who played a part in the establishment of the
Oklahoma National Bank of Duncan also resided in this neighborhood. J. W.
Whisenant, who was a local physician, built an impressive Tudor Revival style home at

1015 West Beech Avenue during the 1930s. Similarly, S. Conger Brown, who became
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the Assistant Cashier and Director of the Oklahoma National Bank, was living in the
brick Colonial Revival house at 806 West Hickory Avenue. His house was built circa
1940.

In the 1920s L. B. Simmons, President of the Rock Island Refining Company
lived at 401 North Ninth Sweet. His house initially served as the office for the oil
refining company. Just up the street from Simmons, at 411 North Ninth Street, lived the
Brittains. Walter Brittain was a local merchant who operated a dry goods store from the
Brittain-McCasland Building at 914-916 West Main Street. Both the Simmons and
Brittain (or Brittain-Garvin) residences are National Register eligible.

Several other prominent businessmen lived in this area during the 1920s and
1930s. The following list provides a sample of them, their role in the community, and
where they lived. Meyer Mehl was a partner in the M. Robinowitz and M. Mehl
Clothing Store that operated at 803 West Main Street. In the 1920s he resided at 501
North Ninth Street. E. O. Sloan, owner of the Duncan Abstract Company lived at 511
North Ninth Street. Robert H. Brown, a locally prominent lawyer, lived at 613 North
Ninth Street. After his house burned in 1930 he built the large Tudor Revival style
house that now occupies the corner lot. Another lawyer, Leroy Winans, resided at 1015
West Chestnut Avenue. The physician Samuel H. W. Williamson lived at 816 West
Beech Avenue in the 1920s, while B. H. Burnett, another doctor, lived at 713 West
Chestnut Avenue. The homes of two oil men, Harry Hanburry and T. H. McCasland
were built at 916 West Chestnut Avenue and 906 West Pine Avenue, respectively.

The Central Residential District also has an enduring connection with education.

This district includes the site of Duncan’s first high school. This site subsequently

92



housed the Duncan Senior High and Duncan Junior High. Both of these structures are
National Register eligible. The Duncan Senior High was constructed as a result of a
PWA initiative. Furthermore, the Central Residential District includes the new Duncan
Public Library as well as the old Duncan Library (301 North Ninth), which is now listed

in the National Register.

Description:

The boundaries of the Cenral Residential District are as follows. The eastern
boundary includes the west side of North Eighth Street between Oak and Hickory
Avenues as well as the ot on the northeastern corner of Chestnut at Eighth Street. The
northern boundary includes the south side of Hickory between Eighth and Ninth Streets,
the west side of Ninth Street between Hickory and Pine, the south side of Pine between
Ninth and Tenth Streets, the east side of Tenth Street between Pine and Hickory, and the
north side of Hickory to the middle of the block between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets.
The western boundary includes the west side of Eleventh Street between Hickory and
Beech. The southern boundary inctudes the south side of Beech between Eleventh and
Ninth Streets, the east side of Ninth between Beech and Oak, the property on the
southeast cormer of Ninth and Oak, and the north side of Oak between Ninth and Eighth

Streets.

Architecture:
The Central Residential District contains approximately 70 properties. About 70-
80 percent of those have maintained their architectural integrity. The architectural styles
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present in the district represent Eclectic Period (1880-1940). These styles inciude Tudor
Revival, Spanish Eclectic, French Eclectic, Prairie School, and Bungalow/Craftsman.
Although there are a variety of architectural styles in the district, the
Bungalow/Craftsman style is rather prevalent. About 50 percent of the properties are

designed in this style.

Noncontributing Properties:

No more than 30 percent of the properties in the Central Residential District
constitute noncontributing properties. Most of the housing stock is in good condition.

A notable intrusion, however, is the Vann’s Quick Mart on the northwest comer of Tenth

and Beech.

Recommendation:

The Cenwal Residential District is potentially National Register eligible because
of the historical connections between many of the properties within it. This district
constitutes a part of Duncan that has long been an established neighborhood. More
importantly, however, the properties in this district capture the essence of the dramatic
forces that have shaped this city—from the early growth of the neighborhood in the early
1900s to the explosive growth and accumulation of wealth in the 1920s to the hard times
of the Depression. Moreover, this district contains four properties that are National
Register eligible and another, the Duncan Library, which has just gained a listing in the

National Register.
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The following section reviews the properties that have been identified as

contributing resources to the Central Residential District:

(1)

2)

)

William Duncan Residence (513 North Eighth Street). Built circa 1927.
Architecturally, this house exhibits a mixture of Queen Anne and Prairie
School styles. It is a two story house with vinyl siding. The front and
the north sides have two story cutaway bay windows. The fagade is
dominated by a one story full width porch supported by seven fluted
classical columns that are not original. A second story porch with a
spindlework balustrade extends above the front door. The roof ridges,
including those above the second story porch, have decorative cresting.
On this site there is also a one story sandstone playhouse and a detached
two story garage.

Meyer Mehl Residence (501 North Ninth Street). Built circa 1922,

This is a one story brick clad house in the Bungalow/Craftsman style. It
is an example of the front-gabled subtype. Decorative details include the
use of stucco and triangular knee-brace brackets in the gable ends,
exposed rafter tails, and bungalow windows. Porch supports consist of
square pillars constructed of brick. A continuous stringcourse of rowlock
bricks, sometimes forming a sill course, encircles the house. Behind the
house stands a stucco garage with knee-brace brackets and brick quoining.
E. O. Sloan Residence (511 North Ninth Street). Built circa 1920.
This two story clapboard-clad Prairie School style house has a basement

and provides an example of the Prairie Box or American Foursquare
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4)

(5)

subtype. The house has a hipped roof and symmetrical fagade. Windows
on the front are paired, have crown molding, and the same design that
decorates the upper sashes of the windows is carried over to the glazing in
the front door and the sidelights. A full width porch and porte-cochere
are supported by four large brick pillars with concrete caps. The north
side has an exterior, shouldered, through-the-roof chimney with small
casement windows beside the chimney shoulders.

Robert H. Brown Residence (613 North Ninth Street). Built in 1930.
This two and a half story Tudor Revival style house is primarily clad with
brick but has some false half-timbering in some of the gable ends. A
narrow, round-arched entry porch with stone arch leads to a recessed door.
Adjacent to the entry is a porch, the roof of which forms a balcony for part
of the second story. A large external chimney has an iron anchor with the
letter “B” on it, has decorative stonework on the cap, and is crowned with
two chimney pots. Most of the visible windows have soldier brick lintels.
Frank E. Bradley Residence (307 North Tenth Street). Built circa
1925.

This one and a half story clapboard clad Bungalow/Craftsman house
exhibits Tudor Revival influences. The front entrance is recessed and
canted with a brick door surround and round-arch entry with corbelled
cornice. The front-facing gable has a three-shouldered through-the-roof
chimney with a decorative blind round arch. On the top of the chimney

stack the bricks are laid so as to resemble two chimney pots. Most of the
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(6)

(7)

windows are paired and have crown molding, and braces mark the eaves
of the roof. A partial width porch supported with one brick post marks
the entry by the garage.

311 North Eleventh Street. Buiit circa 1925.

This is a one and a half story clapboard-clad Bungalow/Craftsman style
house in the front-gabled subtype. The fagade is symmetrical and
consists of a full width porch with wood shingles in the gable end. The
gable is also marked by false roof beams. Instead of battered piers, the
porch supports on this house consist of clapboard pillars. Sidelights
frame the front door, and crown molding decorates the windows and
doors. On the north side a projecting triple window is distinguished by a
gable roof, and the west side has a glass block window.

W. P. Fowler Residence (801 West Beech Avenue). Built circa 1905.
This is a two and one half story Queen Anne style house. Clapboards
with corner boards clad the walls. The gable ends are decorated with
wood shingles that are either scalloped or square-cut. A band of
scalloped shingles encircles the house just below the roof-wall junction on
the second story. Two two-story cut-away bay windows dominate the
south and east sides. The gables above these windows have small, paired
Queen Anne windows. Both of the bay windows have ornamental wood
brackets decorating the cut-away portion of the wall. There is also an
integral porch with a wooden balustrade on the second story. The first

floor has a wrap around porch supported by six brick porch supports
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(8)

)

topped with wrought iron posts and baluswrade. Neither the porch
supports nor the balustrade is original. Also, some of the windows on the
first story appear to have been replaced.

Samuel H. W. Williamson Residence (816 West Beech Avenue). Built
circa 1925.

This is a two story clapboard clad Bungalow/Craftsman house in the front-
gabled family. The west side has two cantilevered windows below which
are decorative (false) brackets. Brackets in the same style appear under
the eaves on the front. The porch has exposed rafter tails and is supported
by four tall, battered piers with decorative narrow slits in them. Two
smaller piers frame the steps up to the porch and one has been altered
(raised) to provide exwra support to the porch.

Elihu Burkleo Residence (915 West Beech Avenue). Built circa 1920.
This is an unusual example of a two and a half story house in the French
Eclectic style. It has a raised basement in brick while the rest of the wall
surfaces have vinyl siding. The front entrance is recessed, framed by
sidelights, and is marked by a separate gable element. An integral wrap-
around porch is supported by six columns with Ionic capitals. Three
hipped through-the-cornice dormers dominate the second story fagade.

All of the eaves are flared. For some time during the 1940s this house

was used as apartments.
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(10)

(11)

J. W. Whisenant Residence (1015 West Beech Avenue). Built circa
1935,

This is a two story brick clad Tudor Revival style house. Gable ends are
filled with atwactive brickwork in various configurations including the
herringbone and basketweave patterns. Most windows have soldier brick
lintels, however the paired windows on the front have a segmental arch of
soldier bricks. The upper sashes of the triple window on the front are
lattice windows. The shed dormer on the west side has wood shingle
cladding. The front door is slightly recessed within a modest entry porch.
B. H. Burnett Residence (713 West Chestnut Avenue). Built circa
1920.

This gable-front house is an Airplane Bungalow with one room on the
second story, although the second story room is not original and was
added sometime between 1923 and 1931. The walls are clad with
clapboards and comer boards. The front has paired double hung windows
while the second story has triple windows on the east and west sides.
Decorative details include the crown molding above the windows, exposed
rafter tails, decorative trellis-like woodwork in the porch gable, and
lattice-like woodwork between the wooden porch supports. However, the
porch may not be original and the molding around the front door has been

altered. A wrought iron porch railing has also been added.
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(12)

(13)

Harry H. Hanburry Residence (916 West Chestnut Avenue). Built
circa 1927.

This two story cross-gabled Tudor Revival style house has brick cladding.
The north facing gable is clipped, and the roof line from that gable extends
into an arcaded wing wall. Wrought iron balustrades adorn the round
arch windows in the north and west facing gable ends. A round arch
entry leads to a recessed front door and opens onto a front patio partially
enclosed by a metal rail with vertical rails resembling spears. Both
chimneys have corbelled caps, and the exterior chimney has decorative
brickwork and a stylized ornament on the west side. The shed dormer has
two small windows each fitted with eight panes of glass in a 4/4 pattern.
Leroy Winans Residence (1015 West Chestnut Avenue). Built circa
1930.

This is a two story Prairie Box or American Foursquare style house with a
hipped roof and brick cladding. It has a symmetrical plan enhanced with
four sets of paired 12/1 double hung windows on the front. The porch on
this house is unusual for the style in that it lacks supporting piers and
posts. Rather, it has a slate roof, made to mirror the hipped roof on the
house, and is supported with narrow wooden brackets. The front door is
distinguished by small, half-size sidelights, and above the door on the
second story there is a very narrow window in a 6/1 double hung style. A
one story porch with asphalt roof extends from the east side of the house
and has been screened. Part of the attraction of this house is the use of
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(14)

(15)

different colors of brick. The lower portions of the walls are clad with
darker bricks. This same style of bricks has also been used on the
window sills in order to provide visual variety to the buff brick walls.
Charles Broadbent Residence (1102 West Chestnut Avenue). Built circa
1930.

This is two story clapboard clad Bungalow/Craftsman style house
representing the side-gabled subtype. The east and west facing gables on
the first story are clipped and all gables have triangular knee-brace
brackets. True to Craftsman style, rows of windows span the second
story. All visible windows appear to be double hung and have vertical
muntins in the upper sashes. The porch has stucco in the gable end and is
supported by two very short battered piers raised on concrete pillars.

S. Conger Brown Residence (806 West Hickory Avenue). Built circa
1939,

This is a very modest two story Colonial Revival house with basement. It
has a hipped roof and an exterior, through-the-roof chimney. The front
has a symmetrical fagade characterized by large (12/20 and 12/12)
multipane double hung windows. The entrance has a pedimented portico
supported by two slender columns. The east side has an unusual two story

wing with an enclosed porch on the first story.
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(16)

(17)

Richard W. King Residence (916 West Hickory Avenue). Built circa
1925.

This is a two story vinyl sided Prairie School style house with a hipped
roof, full width porch, and porte-cochere. The porch and porte-cochere
are supported by small battered piers raised on brick piliars, and have open
gables on the north and east sides. There is a bay window on the west side
but the center window has been removed in order to accommodate a small
stained glass window. There is also a one story through-the-roof chimney
on the west side.

Kenneth Price Residence (1107 West Hickory Avenue). Built circa
1930.

This is a two and one half story Tudor Revival style house with a
basement. The roof is cross-gabled and the cladding consists primarily of
buff brick. However, red bricks have been attractively placed in the gable
peaks and randomly scattered on the other wall surfaces. Red bricks are
also used to symbolize the keystone in the segmental arches above the
windows. The intervening space between the arch and the top of the
windows has been filled with concrete marked in a lattice-like fashion. A
gabled porch and round arch entry (outlined with red bricks) lead to a
recessed front door. The large south and west facing gables have small
round arch openings filled with round windows and louvered vents. The

exterior chimney is through-the-cornice, has red bricks attractively placed
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(18)

(19)

at the top of the stack, and has three chimney pots. A round arch on the
lower portion of the chimneystack has decorative brick infill.

W. T. Foreman Residence (814 West Oak Avenue). Built circa 1907.
This two story brick clad house with basement was built in the Prairie
School style. The house has a hipped roof and an asymmetrical plan.
Porch supports are one and a half stories high with decorative cutouts and
stylized ornaments resembling cartouches. Doubie hung windows may be
single, paired, or in triples. There is one stained glass window on the east
side of the house, and sidelights frame the front door. French doors
outlined by brick corbelling also provide movement between the porch
and the first story. A continuous sill course encircles the house. The sill
course is made from double bands of stretcher bricks and made to have a
dentilled appearance by the regular placement of header bricks below.

T. H. McCasland Residence (906 West Pine Avenue). Built circa 1935.
This one and a half Tudor Revival style house has a prominent front-
facing gable that has false half-timbering in the gable peak. The fagade
has a massive stone chimney with bricks decorating the top of the stack.
The large casement windows on the front have attractive stone surrounds.
There is one shed dormer, one window with carved woodwork in front of
the stll in the front facing gable, and one lattice window. The east side of

the house has a second story porch, and a prominent stone fence.
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XIII. THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF AREAS NOT WARRANTING FURTHER
STUDY
Northeast Residential Area
This area spans part of the original townsite and includes part of the Lang
Addition, which was platted in 1921. Despite that early plat date, the Lang Addition
really did not attract much residential development until after the Second World War. In
fact, much of the rest of the Northeast Residential Area was platted in the immediate
post-war period. Platted sections within this area include: Cotton #2 and #3 (1951),
Shannon (1948), Clark (1948), Gentry (1948), Hopkins (1947), Rayburn (1951), Branch
(1956), Homewood Park (1955), King (1955), Lang (1921), Lang #2 (1951), Lee Jones
(1945), J&J (1950), and Buckholts (1968). While a number of the properties in this area
are of sufficient age many have been altered to the extent that the historic fabric of this

area has not been maintained.

Southeast Residential Area

The Head Addition, platted in 1907, is one of the earliest additions to the city of
Duncan. This part of the city has long been the center of a black community known as
“The Hill.” The Southeast Residential Area encompasses the Head Addition as well as
the Linwood (1949) and Interurban (1921) additions. A narrow sliver of the original
townsite is also included in this area. Although several very good examples of
Bungalow/Craftsman and National Folk properties exist, as a whole this area does not

have the historic or architectural cohesion of a district.
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Southeast Mixed Industrial/Residential Area

The boundaries of the Southeast Mixed Industrial/Residential Area coincide with
those of the Viola Addition. This addition was platted in 1947 and it has a generally
lower density of residential properties. The Southeast Mixed Industrial/Residential Area
does not warrant further study because of contemporary commercial development on
Second Street, the presence of numerous contemporary storage and warehouse facilities,

and a junkyard on the north side of Mulberry Avenue.

North Central Residential Area

The North Central Residential Area includes the northwest portion of the original
townsite and surrounds the Central Residential District. Although there are some very
fine homes in the North Central Residential Area, including the Chrislip House (NR
listed 8/6/93), as well as very good examples of Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival
style homes, the area does not possess a desirable density of properties that have retained
their architectural integrity. The historical association of the residences in this area is
also weakly developed. Further, some contemporary commercial and professional

development has started to intrude in the vicinity of Beech, Oak, and Ash Avenues.

Downtown Commercial Area

The Downtown Commercial Area stretches between Walnut and Willow Avenues
from the railroad wracks west to Highway 81. The historic and commercial core of this
area was the three-block section on Main Street between Seventh and Tenth Streets.

Neither this core nor the larger commercial area of which it is part is recommended for
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further study at this time. The primary reason for this is loss of historic fabric. The
Downtown Commercial Area has not retained enough of its historic character. Very few
of the early businesses have survived, and several that have are significantly altered. This
description is not meant to disparage the efforts of the local Main Street coordinators.

Indeed, their emphasis on restoring the downtown should be applauded.

Southwest Residential Area

The Southwest Residential Area includes the southwestern portion of the original
townsite as well as the Kiser Addition (platted 1947), which occupies the far
southwestern corner of this area. This is certainly one of the older residential sections in
Duncan as revealed by the presence of the Irving School, which dates to 1908. At this
time the Southwest Residential Area does not warrant further study because of the
uneven nature of development, both residential and industrial. This is especially the case
between Bois d’Arc and Cypress Avenues because that was where the Halliburton Oil
Well Cementing Company was established. Although there are numerous examples of
National Folk and Bungalow/Craftsman style houses many have had their integrity

altered with changes to the porches and windows, as well as the addition of siding.

West Residential Area

The West Residential Area covers all or part of five different plats. These
include: City Park (1920), Davis {1946-1948), Brown (1951), West Main Street (1921),
and the eastern section of the Tom Rogers Tracts (1921). Despite the very early plat
dates for some of these areas, the West Residential Area did not experience significant
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development until after the Second World War. Because many of the residences in this
area are quite smail by today’s standards, a common modification involves converting the
garage into an additional room. The application of aluminum and viny! siding is
extensive across this area. For these reasons the West Residential Area is not

recommended for further study.

Northwest Residential Crescent

The Northwest Crescent refers to that portion of the study area, which curves
around the northwestern part of the original townsite and includes the westemmost
reaches of the study area. All of the plats in this area date to the post-war period, with
some platted as recently as 1971. Platted areas, from east to west, include: McCasland
Park (1956 and 1972), Hillcrest (1946), Fairview (1946), Will Rodgers (1955), Rayburn
#3 (1952), Rayburn #5 (1955), Sunflower (1971), Antherst (1967), Whisenant Park (1955
and 1963), Tompkins Highland Hills (1951), Whisenant (1953-1955), Western Heights
(1965), Lester (1948-1954), Chisum (1948), Carver (1950), Meadow Park (1956), and
Broadmore (1971). An issue here is that several of these platted areas are of insufficient
age for the properties within them to warrant further study. Furthermore, the Northwest
Crescent is beset by many of the same problems mentioned in connection with the West
Residential Area: large numbers of residences here have been significantly altered by

enclosing garages and the adding siding.
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XIV. THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES NOT

(1

2

WARRANTING FURTHER STUDY

Peter Sisler Residence (219 South Ninth Street). Built circa 1920.

This two-story vinyl-sided house in the Neoclassiscal style has a full height entry
porch and a partial height full width porch. Massive brick pillars support the
porch. The fagade lacks the symmetry common to this style because of a large
triple window on the first story. The front door has sidelights, but all of the
windows appear recently replaced. For many years this property was used as
apartments, according to the Sanborn maps. Changes to this property have
affected its integrity.

Irving Elementary (600 South Twelfth Street). Built 1922.

This single story elementary school building has brick cladding and displays no
distinctive style. The central part of this building was built in the early 1920s,
however, subsequent improvements and enlargements in the 1960s and 1970s
have changed the integrity of this structure. For example, the windows have been
replaced, wide bands of metal have been added along the top of the walls on the
front, and the main entrance has been redesigned. The sidewalks leading to and
from the building were placed by the WPA in 1936. The front door is a double
door with sidelights. Some decorative details on the building include modest
parapets on some of the walls, vertical bands of soldier brick on walls near the
corners of the building, and eight columns of light colored brick that frame the

main entrance.
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3)

)

)

(6)

J. W. Aldridge Residence (1416 North Twentieth Street). Built circa 1953.

This is a one-story clapboard clad Modern style house (Ranch subtype). The
house has a hipped roof with fairly broad overhangs. The built-in garage gives
the house the impression of being larger than it is. The porch is integral and has a
hipped roof element above it, and one wrought iron support. A Chicago-style
window also decorates the fagade. This property does not warrant further study
because of insufficient age.

Pollock Construction Company (701 West Beech Avenue). Built circa 1965.
This one-story stone clad structure displays no distinctive architectural style. It is
an unusual building because the roof has four large projecting gables. The stone
cladding is uncoursed. The front door is framed by sidelights and a triangular
transomn. Although interesting architecturally, this property lacks sufficient age to
warrant further study at this time.

Harrell Rayburn (205 East Cedar Avenue). Built circa 1955.

This is a one-story National Folk style house. It is an example of the massed plan
subtype. The house is clapboard clad with corner boards, is two rooms deep, and
lacks decorative detail. The porch consists of a shed roof supported with wooden
posts with a wood railing in between them. This property does not warrant further
study because of insufficient age.

H. L. Goodman (2015 East Cedar Avenue). Built circa 1956.

This one-story stone clad house illustrates the Contemporary (flat-roofed) subtype
of the Modern Movement. Decorative details are minimal, but this house has a

centered and recessed porch supported with two wrought iron porch supports. A
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(7

(8)

large, multipane window dominates the porch and the front fagade. One window
on the east side has been boarded up. This property does not warrant further study
because of insufficient age.

Hugh Shirley (109 East Fir Avenue). Built circa 1950.

This is a one-story aluminum sided house that represents the Minimal Traditional
subtype of the Modern Movement. The house has close eaves and a front gable.
The porch has its separate gable and wrought iron supports. One of the front
windows appears recently replaced, and the one car garage has been converted
into an additional room. This property does not warrant further study because
alterations have affected its integrity.

O’Neill-Pace Residence (305 East Hickory Avenue). Built circa 1930.

This is a two story Neoclassical house with a full facade porch supported by six
slender columns. The shed roof that covers the porch has three louvered eyebrow
dormers. The entrance is marked by a Colonial Revival style door surround with
a broken pediment and fanlight. Sidelights now have grooved wood infill. The
first story windows have imitation round arches and shutters that extend from the
window tops to the bottom of the wall. There is a bay window on the west side,
and the east and west gable peaks have hexagonal-shaped louvered vents. An
addition has been attached to the second story of the east side of the house. A
shed roof has been added, and it has been designed to accommodate a one story
integral porch supported by three simple classical columns. Extensive alterations

have affected the integrity of this property.
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(10)

(11)

Pearl Cranfill Residence (2003 West Willow Avenue). Built circa 1957.

This is a one-story National Folk style house in the hall & parlor plan. The porch
consists of a small, gabled overdoor supported with decorative triangular knee-
brace brackets. Wall cladding is clapboard with comner boards. This property does
not warrant further study because of insufficient age.

Cotton Construction Company Office (12 Forest Hills Drive). Built circa 1960.
This is a one-story brick, wood, and stone clad Contemporary style house. The
roof has a small brick parapet on the west facing side. False purlins have been
placed beneath the eaves on the north and east sides. Short wing walls project
from the north and south sides of the house. Some trellis-like woodwork occupies
the space between the wing wall and the eave of the roof on the north side.
However, some of that woodwork is missing on one side. This property is
historically associated with Neal Cotton, one of the men who helped developed
Duncan’s east side. It does not warrant further study because of insufficient age.
H. L. Jennings Residence (107 Forest Hills Drive). Built circa 1962.

This is a single story brick clad Contemporary house. It is an example of the flat
roofed subtype, has an integral porch, and an attached one-car garage. It has few
decorative details aside from three slender tumed porch posts. The windows are
tall and rectangular, with horizontal muntins setting the bottom third of the
glazing apart from the rest. It also does not warrant further study at this time

because of insufficient age.

113



Ind1v1dual Properties That Do Not Warrant Further Study

Reconnaissance Level Survey of Duncan, 2000
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XV. HISTORIC CONTEXT

For planning and preservation purposes it is essential to know how a town came
to be established, what forces, groups, and individuals have shaped its growth, and what
significant architectural resources it possesses. The purpose of a historic context is to
provide a scholarly presentation and analysis of the history of a particular place or area.
The following discussion begins with an overview of Duncan's geographic location, and

then presents a thematic survey of the city’s development over time.

Location

The absolute geographic location of the city of Duncan is 34.29° north latitude
and 97.56° west longitude. These coordinates situate Duncan in central Stephen’s
County in south central Oklahoma (Figure 1). Duncan serves as the county seat and in
1990 Duncan’s population was 21,732. The city of Duncan occupies a modest ridge that
is defined on the east and west sides by two minor creeks, Claridy and Willow, which
flow south through the city. Duncan, associated vernacularly with the “Oil Patch” of
Oklahoma, is about 80 miles (129 kilometers) southwest of Oklahoma City as the crow
flies, and about 40 miles (64 kilometers) north of the Red River.

On average, Duncan receives about 30 inches of rainfall per year. Winters are
generally short, giving the area a growing season that typically spans approximately 220
days. Both Duncan and Stephens County are squarely situated in a region of Oklahoma
sometimes referred to as the Red Bed Plains, a reference to the color of the soils and the
relatively level to rolling topography (Figure 2). Soils in the area are generally classifed

as mollisols or alfisols. Of the two soil types, mollisols contain higher amounts of
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organic matter, constitute the dominant soil type found in the grassland regions of the

state, and are recognized for their fertility. Alfisols, by contrast, are soils that develop

under drier climatic conditions. As a result, they generally contain less organic matter
and are not as productive.

Just as Oklahoma is generally said to occupy a transition zone between the eastern
and western portions of the country, this transitional character is mirrored on a local scale
in Stephens County. The natural vegetation patterns in the Duncan vicinity illustrate this.
For example, the city of Duncan is located in a portion of the state near the southern and
westem boundary of the savanna/woodland vegetation region known as the Cross
Timbers. The term “Cross Timbers” refers to a type of vegetation that is characterized by
nearly impenetrable stands of post oak and blackjack oak wees. Stephens County in
general and Duncan in particular are situated in the transition zone between the
savanna/woodland vegetation region to the east and the grasstand region that opens up to
the west (Figure 3). This combination of soils and vegetation played a role in shaping the
early agricultural development of Duncan including the production of cotton and

livestock.

Native Americans

The signing of the Treaty of Doaksville in 1837 paved the way for the removal of
the Chickasaws from their lands in northern Mississippi into Indian Terrttory, and
established that the Chickasaws would purchase land in the westernmost portion of

Choctaw territory. The section of the 98™ meridian that stretches between the Red and

118



611

Grasslands

1. Short Grasses
2. Mixed Grasses &
3. Tall Grasses

Savanna and Woodlands
4. Cross Timbers
5. Shin Oak 5
6. Mesquite 2
7. Juniper-Pinion

Forests

8. Oak-Hickory * 4
9. Oak-Pine

10. Loblolly Pine

0 50 miles
R Duncan,
Stephens
County

Figure 3




Canadian Rivers marked the western boundary of the Chickasaw Nation. The lands west
of the Chickasaws, which technically belonged to the Choctaws, came to be known as the
Leased District following 1855 (Figure 4). At that time the United States Government
began leasing that land with the intention of using it to resettle other Indian tribes.
Eventually the southeastern portion of the Leased District would be set-aside for the
Comanche, Kiowa, and Apache Indians. While most of the land that now comprises
Stephens County was originally part of Pickens County in the Chickasaw Nation, the
section of the county that stretches west of the 98" meridian was carved out of Comanche
County in Oklahoma Territory (Figure 5).

While the Civil War had devastated Indian lands, the territory owned by the
Chickasaw Nation was spared some of that destruction. During the last four decades of
the nineteenth century, however, three significant issues faced the Chickasaws. One
involved the status of their freed black slaves. A second and related problem involved
the arrival, in greater numbers, of whites. A third matter centered on the issue of
allotment.

In contrast to the other members of the Five Civilized Tribes, the Chickasaws
never adopted the freed slaves as tribal citizens. The Choctaws were also initially against
this, but eventually reversed their position.l The Chickasaw resistance to this can, in part,
be understood as their desire to adhere firmly to agreements established by the Treaty of
1866. That treaty gave the Chickasaws (and, at the time, the Choctaws) authority to
request that the federal government relocate the freed slaves to the Leased District. The

government, however, never followed through on this agreement.

'Gibson, Arrell M. The Chickasaws. Nomnan: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971, pp. 259-263.
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Following the Civil War the Chickasaws were distressed by the measurable
increase in the numbers of immigrants, both black and white, into the Chickasaw Nation.
Legally the Chickasaw Nation was closed to non-Indians and the federal government was
charged with helping expel intruders. Owing to lapses in the implementation of this
policy the Chickasaws instituted a permit system in the 1870s. These permits could be
acquired for a fee and essentially legitimized the presence of non-Indians.

Stock raising on open ranges and agriculture, especially in river bottoms, formed
two important pillars of the Chickasaw economy. Still, settlement in the study area
would remain light until allotment and the arrival of the railroad. The town of Duncan
traces its official establishment to 1892, when the first passenger train on the Chicago,
Rock Island and Pacific Railroad arrived at the local depot. Actual townsite development
had occurred several years before this, however, as commercial activity became

concentrated in the area.

Natural Resources

Petroleum resources played a major part in the growth and development of
Duncan beginning in the second decade of the twentieth century. In particular, Duncan
boomed because of the services it provided to oil field developers. The establishment of
the Halliburton Oil Well Cementing Company, for many years headquartered in Duncan,
explains much of Duncan’s prosperity as a service center. Before this, valued resources
in the Duncan vicinity included the streams and grasses that provided needed water and

forage for the herds of cattle being moved along the Chisholm Trail.
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Agriculture

Agriculture has long formed one of the lynchpins of the economy of Stephens
County and helped fuel the initial growth of Duncan as an agricultural and industrial
service center. Stephens County is located in the historic cotton belt of the state, that is,
the southern half of Oklahoma. Cotton was the crop of choice for farmers in the Duncan
area and cotton cultivation dominated the local economy until the oil discoveries. For
this reason, Duncan’s early growth reflects its development as an important hub where
cotton, grown on the surrounding farms, was processed and sold. To a lesser extent,
corn, sorghum, and broomcorn were also cultivated on area farms.?

In the 1920s the Oklahoma economy was affected by significant price collapses
that impacted both the agricultural and industrial sectors. During the 1930s the Great
Depression significantly altered the agricultural landscape of Oklahoma and the southern
portion of the Great Plains. High farm tenancy rates generally coincided with those
places in the state where cotton was king.> The Great Depression followed on the heels
of the earlier price collapse and fueled the rural farm exodus from Oklahoma. In the
words of one historian, “... as much as one-fifth of the farm population left their farms

[in Stephens County] during the depression.™

*Ellsworth, J. O. and F. F. Elliott. “Types of Farming in Oklahoma." Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment
Station Bulletin, no. 181 (June 1929): 59-60.

*Graves, Gregory R. 1982. “Exodus From Indian Territory.” Chronicles of Oklahoma 60(2): 193.
*Weisiger, Marsha L. 1992. “The Reception of The Grapes of Wrath in Oklahoma: A Reappraisal.”
Chronicles of Oklahoma 70(4). 400,
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Transportation

Like many of Oklahoma’s towns Duncan developed as a railroad town. Even
prior to the arrival of the railroad, which marks the official establishment of Duncan,
transportation affected the development of the area. The Chisholm Trail crossed
Stephen’s County from north to south about two to three miles east of the present city of
Duncan. That location marks the site of the old Duncan store, which was established as a
trading post in the late 1860s (Figure 6). That store was also situated near the military
road that connected Fort Sill to Fort Arbuckle. Today Duncan sits astride Highway 81,
itself an enduring testimony to the iegacy of the Chisholm Trail, which was initially

responsible for establishing the linear settlement pattern along its route.

Industrial

For the greater part of its history Duncan has developed as a sort of company
town whose industrial and economic prosperity has been integrally linked with the
Halliburton Qil Well Cementing Company, now known as Halliburton Services.
Beginning in the 1920s, Erle P. Halliburton made numerous improvements to the process
of cementing well casings and became a recognized leader in the oil industry. He is most
closely associated with the successful application of oil well cementing technology to the
wells in the Mid-Continent oil field. Halliburton established his company in Duncan in
1924, taking advantage of the city’s location and its proximity to three‘different oil fields.
Halliburton Energy Services remains a major oil field service company that also conducts

significant research and development in other petroleum engineering projects.
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Few of the original structures associated with the Halliburton Oil Well Cementing
Company remain. One of the early administration buildings is still intact, yet Duncan
possesses surprisingly few oil-related structures. Indeed, for the historic preservationist
the prosperity of the city of Duncan has been a bane. The city’s aftfluence has meant that
its residents could afford to improve and upgrade their homes and businesses, frequently

altering the original character of the different buildings.

Population

Despite its connections with the oil industry the historic pattern of population
growth in Duncan does not categorize the city as another oil boomtown. Rather, Duncan
developed first as a trading post and agricultural processing center. Initially the city’s
population grew steadily but rather slowly until 1920, when the oil service industry
became established. The development of the oil service industry in Duncan fueled the
rapid population growth of the city and county. Between 1920 and 1930, for example,
Duncan’s population showed an increase of more than 141% (Figure 7). Although the
population of Stephen’s County declined during the Depression, Duncan did not suffer
the same fate. In fact, this is the only decade in Duncan’s history when the population
trend for the city does not mirror that for the county (Figure 7). The results of the 1940
census indicate that while Duncan’s population had increased by 10% from the previous
decade, the population of Stephen’s County had decreased by about 6%.

The next significant growth phase to affect both the city and the county developed
over the two decades from 1940 to 1960 and was largely fueled by the economic

expansion experienced in the aftermath of the Second World War. By 1960 Duncan’s
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population stood at 20,009 and had increased by about 117%. As recorded by the
decennial census, Duncan entered its first period of population decline sometime between
1960 and 1970. By 1980, however, the city’s population had rebounded and reached its
peak of 22,517 people. Since 1980 both the population of the county and city have
shown modest decreases. Although the results of the 2000 census are not yet available,

by 1990 Duncan’s population was just under 22,000.

DUNCAN

Founding and Naming

Duncan takes its name from a Scot, William Duncan, who operated a store near
the site where the Chisholm Trail crossed Cow Creek. This location was approximately
two to three miles east of the present city. By 1884 Duncan’s store was also functioning
as a post office. Upon learning that the Rock Island Railroad planned to extend its line
across the Chickasaw Nation, Duncan moved his store so that it would be adjacent to the
railroad. His store stood at the corner of what is now 7" and Main Streets in Duncan.
The first wrain stopped in Duncan on June 27, 1892, and the city of Duncan celebrates this
as the “official” date of the town’s establishment.

William Duncan and his wife, who was legally a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation
and entitled to claim land, initiated townsite development in Duncan when, in
anticipation of the construction of the railroad, they selected approximately 500 acres and
began to lease town lots. These municipal beginnings predate the “official” survey of
Indian Territory conducted by the federal government at the turn of the nineteenth

century and in preparation for allotment. In fact, E. E. Colby, the government surveyor,
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completed the surveying and platting of Duncan on June 10, 1901. That same year the
townsite had nearly doubled in size in order to accommodate the influx of settlers who
had been unsuccessful in obtaining lots in the land lottery associated with the opening of
the Comanche and Kiowa Reservation to the west.” The result of this territorial
acquisition was that by the time the plat of Duncan was completed in 1901 the town
covered an impressive area of 1,005.07 acres that were subdivided into 232 blocks. That
same year the census of Indian Territory enumerated 1,164 residents of Duncan.®

Geographers describe the morphology of Duncan as orthogonal, meaning that the
grid pattern of the streets has been designed so as to match the route of the railroad. Asa
glance at any map of Duncan shows, the grid pattern has been shifted slightly north of
west such that north-south running swreets parallel the railroad tracks while east-west
streets are perpendicular to the tracks. For many railroad towns the dimensions of town
blocks was customarily 300 feet square. In Duncan, the blocks vary in size. Many were
400 feet square while others were 340 feet square, 400 feet by 300 feet, or 540 feet by
300 feet. Thirty-seven of the town blocks were surveyed for business. That is, they were
divided into 32 lots, each 25-feet wide. The business blocks occupied the area between
Beech and Pecan Avenues east of Eleventh Street and west of the railroad tracks. A
small portion of the business blocks continued east of the railroad tracks from Howard
Street to Willow Avenue between Fifth and Sixth Streets (Figure 8).

In Duncan the depot stood not at the intersection of Main Street and the railroad

tracks, but rather alongside the tracks between Ash and Oak Avenues. Residential blocks

Writer’s Program of the Work Projects Administration, comp. The WPA Guide to 1930s Oklahoma.
Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1986, p. 375.

Morris, John W. “Regional Multi-Purpose Cities.” In John W. Morris, ed. Cities of Oklahoma, Oklahoma
City: Oklahoma Historical Society, 1979, p. 77.
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were generally subdivided into eight lots each 100 feet wide. A town cemetery, a 5-acre
plot of land, was also surveyed beyond the town limits on the southwestern side of the
city. In 1902 the Department of the Interior approved the town’s survey and plat. In the
process of completing this survey an important change occurred: the north-south running
streets were renumbered. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Duncan record this
change. After 1902, the system of naming changed and 1* Street was moved east. First

Street became 5% Street, 2™ Street became 6 Street, and so on.

Natural Resources/Industry

In 1917 some geologists observed that “This county [Stephens] has not received
the amount of investigation and prospecting during the past few years that would be
expected ...”" In 1918 oil was discovered to the southwest of Duncan in what would
become the Empire Field. Subsequently, oil discoveries were made to the east and west
of Duncan as the Santa Fe, Velma, Loco, and Oil City fields developed. Duncan
benefited tremendously from the discovery of oil in Stephens County during the 1918-
1920 period. Although Duncan itself is not situated on an oil field, its location between
the different oil fields proved advantageous. As a result of these discoveries Duncan
became a center for various oil companies, refineries, and oil well supply shops.

At roughly the same time that these oil discoveries were being made Erle P.
Halliburton had demonstrated the utility of his oil well cementing business in the Mid-

Continent oil field. In 1921 Halliburton decided to move his business to Duncan. His

“Shannon, C. W. and L. E. Trout. 1917. “Petroleum and Natural Gas in Oklahoma.” Oklahoma
Geological Survey Bulletin 19 (April): 489.
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business first operated from his house, located in south Duncan at 10" and Bois d’Arc.?
The southern reaches of the city of Duncan became the focal point of the town’s
emergent industrial/service sector. The 1923 Sanborn map of the city records the
industrial growth that Duncan had experienced. The Carter Oil Company, Magnolia
Petroleum Company, Pauline Oil and Gas Company Refinery, Rock Island Refinery, and
Western Oil Corporation Refinery constitute the major oil companies that had located in
or on the outskirts of Duncan in response to developments in the petroleum industry. By
this time the city had experienced considerable industrial growth.

As the service and supply center for the surrounding oil fields, Duncan’s
industrial landscape has been rather modest. Erle Halliburton’s house, the site of his first
office, was razed in 1971.° Also, the original administration building, constructed in
1921, no longer exists. A second administration building, situated just west of the
original one was built in 1935."° This structure still stands. From 1942-1956 the building
gained several successive additions and has been enlarged considerably to the west.'"
Furthermore, it does not appear that Halliburton ever built company housing for its
employees. However, Erle Halliburton had the house at 1002 West Cypress Avenue built
in the 1930s. It may have originally been used for office space, but was subsequently
given to Halliburton’s brother-in-law. Today it is owned by the A. J. Speegle family and

the second floor is rented as apartment space.’

¥Stephens County Historical Society. 1982. History of Stephens County. Duncan, OK: Stephens County
Historical Society, p. 862.

*Ibid, p. 862.

Ibid, p. 867.

"'Ibid, p. 867 and Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1946-49,

ZInterview with Mike Annor, Architectural Draftsman, Halliburton Services, 6/29/00.
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There is some anecdotal evidence that suggests that the Sunray Refinery built
company housing for some of its employees in the area north of Elder Drive between 10"
and 13" Streets. Although this area was platted before the Second World War, there are
several small red brick houses—all in the same modest, massed plan layout with gable-
on-hip roofs—that were perhaps originally built to house Sun Ray employees. We have
not yet been able to confirm this.

One of the most unusual of our findings relating to the petroleum induswy are the
“tank houses” located on the southeast corner of 5™ and Oak. These are old oil storage
tanks that have been moved from the Harry Paramore property to this location and have
been converted into temporary dwellings used by the Duncan Rescue Mission. These
tank houses are significant from an engineering standpoint because oil storage tanks are
no longer designed like these.

We sought other evidence of oil-related landscapes beyond the boundaries of the
study area of this survey. In 1931 the Carter Oil Company operated an Oil Field Supply
Camp south of Bois d’Arc between Stephens and Park Avenues from the railroad tracks
west to 8" Street. Approximately 20 houses once lined the streets in this area, yet all but
one of them appear to have been moved. We were able to find only one of these houses
today, yet it has been significantly altered. Furthermore, the site of the Carter Oil

Company is overgrown with grasses and weeds.

Agriculture

Agriculture dominated the local economy until the discovery of oil. Prior to

settlement, ranching and subsistence agriculture prevailed. After settlement cotton
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became the dominant cultivated crop. As a cash crop, cotton brought a rate of return per
acre of land that greatly exceeded that of either wheat or corn, though modest acreages
were still devoted to these crops.]3 By 1896 Duncan had emerged as a regionally
significant agricultural processing center that served the surrounding farms. The town
not only possessed two cotton gins but also had a grain elevator and flourmill. In
addition, cattle were brought to Duncan and shipped via the railroad to destinations in
Texas and Kansas. By 1928 Duncan had five cotton gins, two of which also functioned
as cotton oil mills. As if to presage the decline of cotton agriculture, the Chamber of
Commerce, which provided the introduction in the City Directory of that same year,
completely omitted any information related to cotton production and ginning.'* Instead,
it predicted advances in the dairy industry, poultry raising, and horticulture—especially
the cultivation of pecans, black walnuts, and grapes.'” Duncan also claimed to have one
of the largest cattle feeding pens in the state.'® The Dust Bowl and related agricultural
and economic crises of the 1930s resulted in a reduction in the prevalence of cotton
cultivation. Livestock production, and in particular beef cattle, are still locally
significant.

Duncan possesses very few properties that reflect the historic importance of
agricultural activity here. Only the old Chickasha Cotton Oil Company Gin, formerly the
Duncan Cotton Company Gin, still stands at 701 South 7" Street although it has been

altered and is presently being used to provide space for other commercial use.

Scarpino 1986, p. 11.

"*polk’s Duncan City Directory 1928, pp. 10-14.
BIbid, pp. 10-12.

“Ibid, p. 11.
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Commercial/Professional Establishments

Anticipation of the arrival of the Rock Island Railroad in Duncan in 1892 helped
to spur the town’s commercial growth. In addition to the cotton gins and lumber yards,
Duncan acquired numerous hotels which provided essential boarding facilities in the
early period of municipal growth. By 1896, for example, Duncan boasted five different
hotels: Clyde Hotel at Walnut and 4™ Sweet (now g® Street), Commercial Hotel adjacent
to the railroad tracks at Walnut and 2™ Street (now 6" Street), Parmelee Hotel at Main
and 3" Street (now 7% Sweet), and Hotel Monroe and the City Hotel, both also on Main
Street.

As Duncan grew with the advances in the petroleum industry, the city gained at
least two other notable hotels. East of the tracks Fred Johnson built the Johnson Hotel
and Boarding House at 314 West Mulberry Avenue (NR listed 5/14/86). This hotel,
which is now used as a residence, provided room and board for the blacks who worked in
the oil fields. Perhaps Duncan’s most elegant hotel, however, was the Wade Hotel at 701
West Main Street. Originally a three-story structure, the hotel has since been so
drastically altered that it has lost its historic integrity (Figure 9).

Logically, banks have long been lynchpins in Duncan’s commercial development
and historically they have been concentrated on Main Street. The city’s first bank was
the Duncan Bank, which opened in 1893 and no longer exists.!” In 1900 this bank was
succeeded by the First National Bank, which was built at 802 West Main Street.

Constructed of pink sandstone in the Romanesque Revival style, this building has had its

""Stephens County Historical Society. 1982, History of Stephens County. Duncan, OK: Stephens County
Historical Society, p. 848.
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Wade Hotel is now known as the Heritage
Butlding at 701 West Main. Alto located in
the building is H&R Block.

Photos and text courtesy Stephens County Historical Society and Museum.

Figure 9
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integrity maintained for a century now and is eligibie for listing in the National Register.
Across the street from the First National Bank stands another building that was originally
a bank. The City National Bank was built circa 1908, and the design of this two-story
brick structure reflects the influence of the Romanesque Revival style. For many years
the back extension of this building housed offices of the telephone exchange.

In addition to banks and hotels, commercial development on Main Street included
hardware stores, drug stores, general merchandise, and grocery stores. In 1899 the R. N.
Frensley mercantile store operated out of a two-story and two-bay sandstone building at
823-825 West Main Street. Part of this building still stands although it has been
significantly altered (Figure 10). Duncan has also lost another sandstone building that
once housed a dry goods store. The O’Neill building was constructed circa 1902 and
once stood at the corner of 8" and Main Street (Figure I1).

Attentive to the details of Duncan’s commercial growth, in 1908 a writer for
Sturm’s Oklahoma Magazine declared that Duncan had . . sixty business houses, three
national banks, two first-class hotels . . . four lumber yards, three livery stables, a 100 ton
cotton oil mill, steam laundry, [and] a commodious opera house . . 2 101912 the W. L.
Buckholt’s building was constructed at 827 West Main Street. Just down the block, at
807 West Main stands the structure that was long home to the Foreman Drug Store.
Although it has been difficult to date, we suspect it was constructed circa 1915.

Additional commercial development in the late teens and twenties resulted in

several notable additions to the 900 block of West Main Street. In 1919 the two-story

*James, Hunter. “Duncan, County Seat of Stephens County.” Sturm s Oklahoma Magazine 7(Oct. 1908),
p. 81.
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R. N. Frensley Building, 823-825 West Main Street. Photo courtesy Stephens
County Historical Society and Museum.

Figure 10
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The O’Neill Building. Photo courtesy Stephens County Historical Society and
Museum.

Figure 11
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Brittain-McCasland building was constructed at 914-916 West Main. In 1921 the
Coleman-Whisenant building, which now houses the Palace Theater, was erected at 926
West Main. Finally, in 1925 the building at 920 West Main was constructed. These
buildings are significant to Duncan’s attempt to revitalize the downtown. The 1960s and
1970s dealt severe blows to the architectural integrity of many of the buildings on Main
Street as the downtown suffered a decline. The following pictures of the Oklahoma
National Bank building (Figures 12 and 13) demonstrate the magnitude of the changes
that impacted Duncan’s downtown. By 1986, however, Duncan had become a Main
Street community and has since devoted considerable financial resources to

restoring buildings. Some of Duncan’s downtown buildings have had recent restoration
work completed.

The medical profession has been well represented in Duncan for the duration of
its settled history. As was common in the early part of the century many doctors operated
out of their homes. One of the early doctors in Duncan’s history was James Bartley, who
established his practice on South Fifteenth Street and converted part of his house into a

1.1 Other physicians who influenced the development of health care in Duncan

hospita
include A. J. Weedn, James Patterson, and E. C. Lindley. Dr. Weedn established a clinic,
and Dr. Patterson played a critical role in the establishment of the Patterson Hospital (NR

listed 12/7/95). For a long time Patterson Hospital was of the largest medical facilities in

Duncan. Dr. Lindley established the Lindley Hospital in north Duncan.

""Stephens County Historical Society. 1982. History of Stephens County. Duncan, OK: Stephens County
Historical Society, p. 191, and 1923 and 1931 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.
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Figures12 (top) and 13 illustrate the old and new Oklahoma
National Bank building. Photos courtesy Stephens County
Historical Society and Museum.

142



Transportation

The first railroad depot in Duncan was constructed in 1892 in anticipation of the
arrival of the first passenger train on the Rock Island Railroad (Figure 14). By the 1920s
Duncan also had regular bus service, and for numerous years as many as 24 buses served
the city on a daily basis.’® In 1949 a new railroad depot was completed (Figure 15).21
However, bus and rail transportation were eclipsed by the rise of “car culture” during the
post-war period. Passenger rail service to Duncan ended in 1962 and the depot
was razed in 1990.2 The old bus station still exists although it has been converted into a

diner.

Schools and Churches

Duncan traces the beginnings of its school system to 1892, and by 1906 prided
itself for having an extraordinarily attractive three-story high school (Figure 16). In
addition, two ward schools had been constructed in Duncan by 1908. Both of these were
brick buildings. Lee School (2"d and Chestnut) was located on the east side of the town
while Irving School (12" and Sycamore) was located on the south side. A third ward
school, Emerson ( 12" and Hickory), was constructed in 1917 in order to accommodate
the need for a school in the northwest quadrant of the city.

As Duncan grew, so did these schools. Over the years they were enlarged and
renovated, in some cases multiple times. Although anecdotal evidence suggests that

some portions of the original walls of the Irving School still stand, the school has been

®National Directory Company. Duncan City Directory, 1938-1939. Cordell, OK: National Directory
Company, 1939.

?Jeffries, Chris and “Pee Wee” Cary. Images of America: Duncan and Stephens County, Oklahoma.
Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 1999, p. 111.

ZIbid, p. 111.
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Figure 14 (top) shows the original train station and Figure 15 (bottomn)
shows the new station built in 1949. Both buildings have been torn down.
Photos courtesy Stephens County Historical Society and Museum.

cwal .
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The old Duncan high school once stood near 8" and Oak Streets.
Photo courtesy Stephens County Historical Society and Museum.

Figure 16
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renovated so much that it has lost its historic integrity (Figure 17). In 1936 a PWA
project resulted in the construction of a new high school where the old one had been.
Three years later Halliburton Stadium was built west of Highway 81. Then, in 1947 a
new building, to serve as the junior high, was erected adjacent to the high school. Since
that time a new high school has been built west of Highway 81 and closer to the stadium.

The Douglas School and Auditorium (King’s Place and Sycamore), built to serve
Duncan’s black community, were constructed by the WPA during the 1930s. The school
itself functioned as an elementary school, junior high, and high school. Both the school
and the auditorium are still in use as a local community center. In 1949 Will Rogers
School (1 3% andJ ones) was built on the north side of Duncan. During the 1950s three
more schools were built (Woodrow Wilson, Horace Mann, and Mark Twain).

“The town is essentially a moral one . . .” wrote one Duncan observer in 1908,
who went on to note that all denominations were represented in the town.?? The Sanborn
Fire Insurance map for Duncan in 1908 records the religious structures in existence at
that time, and Duncan was home to a Christian Church, First Baptist Church, Methodist
Church, Presbyterian Church, and two tabernacles. Other denominations were likely
present but had not yet acquired their own separate facilities. By 1928 Duncan claimed to
have 13 churches.?* Not until the post-war period would Duncan experience similar

growth in both church formation and construction.

ZIbid, p. 80.
¥polk’s Duncan City Directory 1928, p. 12.
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Irving Elementary. Photo courtesy Stephens County Historical
Society and Museum.

Figure 17
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Cultural and Social

As early as 1902 Duncan boasted an opera house. It remained a fixture of the
cultural life of the community until the first World War.>® By 1919 the Coleman-
Whisenant Building (926 West Main) had been constructed and it served as the local
movie theater, as did another building at 818-820 West Main.?® Naturally, Main Street
constituted the prime venue for local parades. It was also the place where the circus set
up its tent.

Park development in Duncan has a long history. The land that now constitutes
Fuqua Park was purchased from the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations in 1906 for $491.”
The park was subsequently enlarged in 1915, and the WPA built a pool and recreation
area there in the 1930s. In 1925 the city purchased the land that became Memorial
Park 2

Numerous social clubs and organizations have prospered in Duncan, although like
the churches, many have built new structures and at this writing none has special
architectural or historic significance. Indeed, while the Masons have been organized in
Duncan since 1893, their lodge has suffered the misfortune of fires and tomadoes and has

been rebuilt on several different occasions.?

“The opera house appears on the 1914 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, but not on the 1923 Sanbom map.
*Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1923.

“Stephens County Historical Society. 1982. History of Stephens County. Duncan, OK: Stephens County
Historical Society, p. 126.

%1bid, p. 126.

Ibid, p. 736.
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Politics and Government

City government in Duncan was formed following incorporation in 1898.%° Frank
Fuqua served as Duncan’s first mayor. The county courthouse was constructed in 1920.
This was a four-story brick building with jail cells on the fourth floor. Because of
feuding between the north and south parts of the city, the courthouse was given a
“neutral” location: it was built in the middle of Main Street (Figures 18 and 19). The
courthouse was demolished in 1968 and a new, larger courthouse was built on South | o
Street between Willow and Maple Avenues.

During the 1930s Duncan and Stephens County suffered the blows dealt by
drought, crop failure, and declines in the oil industry. By September 1934 relief
assistance programs implemented through the Federal Emergency Relief Administration
(FERA) and the Public Works Administration (PWA) had provided assistance to more
than 2,700 families in Stephens County alone. In 1935 the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) was initiated and it would play a significant role in putting people
back to work in Oklahoma. Duncan possesses a surprisingly rich collection of sites and
structures related to the New Deal.

Play Day Park, which is located at 15" and Cypress, was the site of a Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) camp in the latter part of the 1930s.>' The Duncan Armory
(NR listed 1996), and the Duncan Public Library (NR listed 11/30/99) were both WPA
projects. Construction of the Douglas School and auditorium also resulted from WPA

work, as did Fuqua Pool and the seating area located just to the west of it. The building

**Morris, John W. “Regional Multi-Purpose Cities.” In John W. Morris, ed. Cities of Oklahoma,
Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Historical Society, 1979, p. 77.

3 Jeffries, Chris and “Pee Wee” Cary. Images of America: Duncan and Stephens County, Okiahoma.
Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 1999, p. 94.
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formerly known as the Duncan Senior High (224 North 9*) and which is now part of the
Duncan Middle School was constructed as PWA Project #8453. Although this has not
yet been confirmed we suspect that the WPA also built several of the bridges that cross
Willow Creek on the east side of the city. Furthermore, it is likely that much of the work
along one of the streams tributary to Claridy Creek was the result of WPA work. This
work created the sandstone-lined channel that runs along the west side of the courthouse.
Several bridges, also possibly WPA-built, cross this stream before it joins Claridy Creek
(Figure 20). Finally, the Halliburton Stadium may have also been a WPA project. This
is an unusual football complex in terms of its size and architectural integrity. The
stadium bleachers consist of concrete, A sandstone ticket booth, which has since been
white-washed, still stands, and the stadium complex is surrounded by a stone wall on
three sides.

In conclusion, the growth and development of the city of Duncan needs to be
considered in light of the relevant agricultural, economic, industrial, social, and political
forces. Familiarity with the contextual development of the city over time plays an

important part in helping identify potentially significant historic resources.
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XVI. ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
Maps
The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: Duncan, Oklahoma.

The Western History Collection at the University of Oklahoma has two folders of
Sanborn maps for Duncan. These folders include the color-coded maps for the years
1894-1989 and 1902-1904 only. More complete coverage of Duncan is provided on
microfilm and exists for the following years: 1894, 1896, 1898, 1902, 1904, 1908, 1914,
1923, 1931, 1946/49, and 1958. These microfilmed copies are available at the map
library in the Edmon Low Library at Oklahoma State University and at Bizzell Library on
the University of Oklahoma campus.

Plat Maps. Duncan, Oklahoma.

The Stephens County Courthouse maintains an excellent and easily accessible set
of plat maps for the city of Duncan. Most of these maps are originals. They show the lot
lines, the name of the surveyor, and contain the date and name of the plat.

City Directories

Wilson, R. P., comp. Duncan City Directory. April, 1907.

Polk, R. L. Polk’s Duncan (Oklahoma) City Directory, 1928. Kansas City: R. L. Polk
Company, 1928.

Duncan City Directory, 1936.

National Directory Company. Duncan City Directory, 1938-1939. Cordell, OK:
National Directory Company, 1939.

Lloyd’s National Directory Company. Duncan, Okla. City Directory, 1940-41.
Oklahoma City: Lloyd’s National Directory Company, 1941.

Lloyd’s National Directory Company. Duncan, Okla. City Directory, 1946-47.
Oklahoma City: Lloyd’s National Directory Company, 1947.

Lloyd’s National Directory Company. Duncan, Okla. City Directory, 1948-49.
Oklahoma City: Lloyd’s National Directory Company, 1949.

Lloyd’s National Directory Company. Duncan, Okla. City Directory, 1952-53.
Oklahoma City: Lloyd’s National Directory Company, 1953.

Lloyd’s National Directory Company. Duncan, Okla. City Directory, 1954-55.
Oklahoma City: Lloyd’s National Directory Company, 1955.

Lloyd’s National Directory Company. Duncan, Okla. City Directory, 1956-57.
Oklahoma City: Lloyd’s National Directory Company, 1957.

These city directories, as well as more recent ones, are all availabie at the
Genealogical Research Library in Duncan. The 1907 and 1936 city directories are copies
of the originals.
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Secondary Sources

Planning/Preservation Documents

Baxter, Scott. “Region 7: Transportation in Oklahoma to 1920.” Oklahoma City: State
Historic Preservation Office, 1986.

Brooks, Charles. “Region 7: Ranching in Southwestern Oklahoma.” Oklahoma City:
State Historic Preservation Office, 1984.

Scarpino, Philip V. “Region 7: Industrial Development in the 17 Counties of
Southwestern Oklahoma to 1930.” Oklahoma City: State Historic Preservation
Office, 1986.

Smith, Michael W. “Region 7: Patterns of White Settlement in Oklahoma, 1889-1907.”
Oklahoma City: Resource Protection Planning Project, State Historic
Preservation Office, 1986.

Each of the above reports is on file at the State Historic Preservation Office in
Oklahoma City. The documents provide thematic studies about Management
Region #7, to which Duncan and Stephens County belong.

Local Studies/County Histories

Bureau of Business Research. Trade Area Survey of Duncan, Oklahoma. Norman:
University of Oklahoma, 1951.

Surveys like this were conducted in an attempt to promote the economic
development of Oklahoma. As a result, they often provide useful statistics about
the particular city or region and they capture economy of a place at a specific
point in time. This survey of Duncan examines such things as manufacturing
establishments, wholesale, retail, and service trade, as well as family income and
cost of living.

Centennial Commemorative Book Committee. Duncan, Oklahoma Centennial 1892-
1992. Duncan, OK: Centennial Duncan, Inc., 1992.

A brief overview of the history of Duncan with some useful photographs of the
city. The Genealogical Research Library in Duncan keeps a copy of this book.
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Clift, J. G. "Notes on the Early History of Stephens County.” The Chronicles of
Oklahoma 20 (1942): 51-54.

This is an address delivered by J. G. Clift at the meeting for the organization of
the Stephens County Historical Society in November 1941. It describes the need
for documenting and preserving the history of the county in preparation for the
50-year anniversary of the establishment of the towns of Comanche, Duncan and
Marlow. This piece also provides some short sketches of early expeditions across
the county and the arrival of the county's first settlers.

Dexter, John. “Duncan is Proud of Its Payrolls.” “Duncan.” Vertical File. Oklahoma
Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Published in 1954, this article appeared as a Sunday insert in an unidentified
newspaper. The article highlights the financial success of Duncan as indicated by
the size of its industrial payroll, which then amounted about 14.5 million dollars.
Dollar amounts for various types of construction projects, both residential and
commercial, are also provided.

Duncan Centennial Celebration 1892-1992. Duncan, OK: n.p., 1992.

A small booklet that contains information on the history of Duncan and Stephens
County, as well as information on the Main Street program. The Genealogical
Research Library in Duncan keeps a copy of this booklet.

Duncan-Stephens County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission. Parks and Open
Space Plan, Duncan, Oklahoma. Duncan, OK: Duncan-Stephens County
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, 1977.

This report classifies and describes the nine different parks within the city of
Duncan in 1977. Using criteria such as the ratio of acres of park per 1,000 persons
and the distance to various parks this report proposes the creation of 21 new park
areas in Duncan. In addition, it proposes the construction of "gateways" or green
spaces along U.S. Highway 81 and State Highway 7 in order to beautify the
entrances to Duncan. This study also recommends that Duncan establish two large
city-wide parks on the east and west sides of the city.

Haley, J. Evetts. Erle P. Halliburton: Genius with Cement. Duncan, OK: n.p. 1959.
This small pamphlet was published two years following Halliburton’s death. It
provides a short and glowing account of the story of Erle Halliburton’s struggles

and successes in the oil cementing and oil services industry. Contains a nice
collection of photographs of early oil cementing equipment and operations.
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James, Hunter. “Duncan, County Seat of Stephens County.” Sturm’s Oklahoma
Magazine, 7 (Oct. 1908): 80-82.

This article provides a very brief economic survey of Duncan shortly after
statehood. The types of businesses, values of bank deposits, and value of freight
shipped are some of the economic measures provided as indicators of Duncan’s
success and potential for future success.

Jeffries, Chris and “Pee Wee” Cary. Images of America: Duncan and Stephens County,
Oklahoma. Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 1999,

This small book manages to pack numerous excellent black and white
photographs in its 128 pages. The photographs have been obtained from the
Stephens County Historical Society and they are arranged chronologically in
order to provide a pictorial history of the development of the town and county.
The photographs of Duncan’s downtown are especially useful in reconstructing
architectural change over time. The book also contains some brief information on
Lucian Haas and examples of his work. Haas was one of the skilled brickworkers
who created very distinctive designs in a number of the Tudor Revival style
homes in Duncan.

Smith, Dwight K. The Halliburton Story. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Communities
Foundation, Inc., n.d.

A glossy publication that showcases the success of the Halliburton Oil Well
Cementing Company and highlights the different individuals who conwibuted to
that success. The book contains good photographs of the Halliburton offices and
manufacturing facilities.

Stephens County Historical Society. History of Stephens County. Duncan, OK:
Stephens County Historical Society, 1982.

This massive digest should be an important starting point for anyone interested in
the history of Stephens County. In addition to family histories, it includes
numerous photographs, and chronicles the development of churches, schools,
clubs, banks, businesses, and the oil industry.
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Thompson, Sophia Lovette. “Duncan.” Ms. prepared May 15, 1936. “Duncan.” Vertical
File. Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 4pp.

“Duncan History.” Ms. prepared May 5, 1936. “Duncan.” Vertical File. Oklahoma
Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 8pp.

Both of these manuscripts describe the topographic setting of Duncan as well as

its businesses, industries, schools, transportation facilities, and public works. Of
the two, the Thompson manuscript is better organized.

Newspaper Articles

Biskupic, Joan M. “Oil’s Not Going Too Well in Duncan.” The Daily Oklahoman, 3 July
1988.

This brief newspaper article documents the downturn in the Duncan economy
brought about by a decline in the oil industry in the late 1980s. Lay-offs at
Halliburton, the closing of the Tosco Oil Refinery located just south of Duncan,
and lack of a diversified industrial sector include some of the factors contributing
to the city’s economic problems.

Crooks, Tom J. “Duncan Always Has Been Business Center.” 7he Daily Oklahoman,
April 23, 1939.

A short historical overview of Duncan that emphasizes the city’s longstanding
association with business and business ventures. Halliburton and the Rock Island
Refinery are identified as the two main economic linchpins of Duncan’s business
sector.

“Erle P. Halliburton Dies in California.” The Daily Oklahoman, 14 October 1957, 1.
An obituary and brief biographical sketch of Erle P. Halliburton.

Gambill, Ray. “Halliburton Tums Idea Into Empire.” The Daily Oklahoman, 14 October
1957, 21.

Brief biographical sketch of Halliburton and his successes in the oil well
cementing business.

Garner, Frank. “Persistence Pays in Duncan.” The Daily Oklahoman, 10 June 1962.

An informative news story about Neel Cotten, one of the developers who shaped
the residential sections of northeastern Duncan. The Cotten additions bear his
name, and the neighborhoods built in these areas reflect his architectural tastes
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and engineering skills. This article traces the Cotten family involvement in
Duncan’s residential development, and identifies some of the home and
neighborhood characteristics that reflect Cotten innovations, such as the
installation of underground power lines.

“Halliburton Rites Tuesday in Los Angeles.” The Tulsa Tribune, 14 October 1957, 18.
An obituary and brief biography of Erle P. Halliburton.

Hinds, C.W.B. and Charles Evans. “Duncan’s Reconstruction Day Program.” Harlow's
Weekly, 16 (Mar. 1919): 12-16.

This article is primarily a discussion of the reorganization of the Duncan Chamber
of Commerce and Duncan’s attempts to adjust to economic changes brought
ahout by the First World War. Future prospects in agriculture and petroleum are
discussed, and significant individuals associated with business leadership
positions in Duncan are identified.

Kinyon, Chris. “Despite Booms, Busts Duncan 90 Years Old.” Duncan Daily Banner,
27 june 1982.

A reminder that as the city readies for its 90" birthday, Duncan’s sagging
economy reveals the cycle of boom and bust history that has affected the city’s
development.

Thetford, Francis. “Duncan Excited About 75" Birthday.” The Daily Oklahoman, 3 July
1967, 5.

Although not highly informative, this article claims that Duncan has much to

celebrate because of its success with petroleum and the emergence of an
increasingly diversified economy.

Theses/Dissertations

Andrew, M. John. “The Decline of the Oil Industry and Some Effects on Halliburton
Services Manufacturing Equipment and Facilities.” Master's Thesis, University
of Oklahoma, 1988.

Despite its title, this thesis deals only briefly with Duncan-based Halliburton
Services Manufacturing. Specifically, the thesis addresses the oil bust and decline
associated with the five-year period from 1982 to 1986. The author traces the fall
in Halliburton's revenues during this time and includes a short discussion of the
several cost-cutting measures the company adopted such as furloughs and wage
hike freezes.
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DeBerry, Drue LeMuel. “The Ethos of the Okiahoma Oil Boom Frontier.” Master’s
Thesis, University of Oklahoma, 1970.

This thesis seeks analogies between o1l boom towns and Turner’s frontier thesis.
It provides a general discussion of the characteristics of boom towns including
lawlessness, and the difficulty of providing adequate municipal services. A brief
discussion of company towns appears on pp. 35-38. Duncan is only mentioned
once in the thesis, on page 74, and in reference to the mysterious death in Duncan
of oil man Charles W. Saddler.

Forbes, Charles Gerald. “The Origin and Early Development of the Oil Industry in
Oklahoma.” Ph.D. diss., University of Oklahoma, 1939.

This study is set in the context of the legal aspects of petroleum development in
Indian Territory, and subsequently, Oklahoma. The dissertation concentrates on
the emergence of the oil industry in the northeastern part of the state, at Glenn
Pool, Cushing, and Healdton, and in the Osage area from 1882 through 1915.
Stephens County is mentioned in connection with the discovery of the Cruce and
Loco gas fields.

Hopps, Mary Springer. “Social Factors Contributing to the Dependency of Children in
Stephens County, Oklahoma.” Master’s Thesis, University of Oklahoma, 1941.

Chapters two and three of this thesis provide well-written summaries of the
history of Stephens County, and its population composition.

McCoy, Ruth. “Halliburton Oil Well Cementing Company.” Master's Thesis, Oklahoma
State University, 1957.

Although somewhat dated now, this remains an excellent study of the Halliburton
Oil Well Cementing Company (HOWCO). This work provides relevant
information regarding the company's founder, Erle P. Halliburton, and documents
the expansion of this company and the provision of its services around the world.
Two chapters explain the oil well cementing processes that Halliburton patented
for use on land and at sea.

Parker, Albert Raymond. “Life and Labor in the Mid-Continent Oil Fields, 1859-1945.”
Ph. D. diss., University of Oklahoma, 1951.

An extensive study of the growth and development of the Mid-Continent oil field
with a special emphasis on the character of labor unions, working conditions, and
the value of labor over time. This is a good history of labor with an informative
discussion of company housing on pp. 163-173. Although this dissertation
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contains little information on either Halliburton or the city of Duncan it does have
an extensive bibliography.

General/Regional Studies

Baird, W. David. The Chickasaw People. Phoenix: Indian Tribal Series, 1974.

A concise chronological account of the trials and tribulations of the Chickasaw
Indians. Useful as background reading for information about the spread of white
settlement into Indian lands and the process of allotment, both of which paved the
way for the creation of various Oklahoma counties, including Stephens County,
from Chickasaw land.

Baird, W. David and Danney Goble. The Story of Oklahoma. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1994.

This is a valuable resource for anyone interested in Oklahoma history. The book
progresses chronologically through a discussion of the peopling of Oklahoma, and
the interplay of politics and economics that has shaped the state. However, this
book devotes little attention to the south central portion of Oklahoma, and
mentions Duncan only once, on p. 481, as the site of the successful Halliburton
Company.

Bignell, L. G. E. “Unique Company Has Been Important Factor in Bettering Drilling and
Production Methods.” The Oil and Gas Journal, 31, no. 12 (August 1932): 39-40.

A brief history of the inception and growth of the Halliburton Oil Well Cementing
Company and its techniques.

Blackbum, Bob. /mages of Oklahoma: A Pictorial History. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma
Historical Society, 1990.

This book attempts to capture the diversity of Oklahoma's rural and urban cuitural
landscapes through the publication of numerous images from archives such as the
Western History Collection and the Oklahoma Historical Society. Pictures of the
First National Bank of Duncan (established 1893), and the A. M. March
Hardware Store (established 1894) appear on page 104. A picture of the interior
of an unidentified dry goods store in Duncan appears on page 106, and an undated
picture of one of the offices at the Duncan Banner Newspaper appears on page
130.
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Bollinger, Clyde John. The Geography of Oklahoma. NY: Rand McNally, 1930.

An early geography text for Oklahoma that is now very dated. Duncan is
mentioned on pp. 37 and 50. Stephens County is mentioned on pp. 12 and 17.

Clift, J. G. "The First Dairy on the Chisholm Trail." The Chronicles of Okiahoma 34
(1956): 111-1t2.

This brief item appears in the Notes and Documents section and explains how
Theodore Fitzpatrick established a sizable dairy with 150 cows near Duncan in
the late 1860s.

Debo, Angie. The Rise and Fall of the Choctaw Republic. 2™ Ed. Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1961.

A classic study of Choctaw history and the first to concentrate on the Choctaws in
the period following the Civil War. Because the histories of the Choctaws and
Chickasaws are intertwined, Debo devotes considerable attention to the
Chickasaws as well, examining such topics as the Chickasaw refusal to adopt
freed slaves and allotment.

Ellsworth, J. O. and F. F. Elliott. "Types of Farming in Oklahoma." O#lahoma
Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin, no. 181 (June 1929): 1-84.

This monograph examines the agricultural patterns across the state during the
early to mid 1920s. Crop production, size of holdings, and patterns of land tenure
are some of the topics presented. Several useful maps depict the distribution of
crops across the state. The presentation of regional agricultural patterns is helpful
and it situates Stephens County in the cotton-corn belt of Oklahoma.

Foreman, Grant. 4 History of Oklahoma. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1942.

A standard chronological account of Oklahoma’s history written by one of the
state’s leading historians. Although it contains little in the way of county-specific
information it provides broad coverage of the events culminating in statehood.

Gard, Wayne. The Chisholm Trail. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1954.

This is a comprehensive account of the development and decline of the Chisholm
Trail.
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Gibson, Arrell M. The Chickasaws. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971.

Written by a prominent Oklahoma historian, this book provides a valuable history
of the Chickasaws. Of particular significance are the final two chapters, which
detail the spread of the railroads into Chickasaw lands, and the subsequent
urbanization. Allotment and the surveying and platting of townsites in the
Chickasaw Nation are also discussed.

. Oklahoma: A History of Five Centuries. 2" Ed. Norman: University of
Oklahosma Press, 1981.

A concise and readable history of the state. One of the most valuable features of
this book is its extensive, 16-page bibliographical essay.

Magnolia Petroleum Company. The Lure of the Southwest. History, Legend, Romance.
Dallas: Magnolia Petroleum Company, 1934.

This is an old travel guide that is organized by highway routes. Pages 77-80
detail the sites that a traveler along Highway 81, between Enid and Comanche,
would see. However, the city of Duncan is completely omitted.

Meserve, John Bartlett. "Govemor William Leander Byrd."” The Chronicles of Oklahoma
12 (1934): 432-443.

This is an article about Byrd who was governor of the Chickasaw Nation from
1888-1892. It also discusses the issue of full tribal membership that was granted
to whites who married Indians. On pp. 437-438 the article specifically uses the
example of William Duncan, the founder of the town of Duncan, who had Indian
citizenship because he married a white woman who was the widow of a
Chickasaw Indian.

Morris, John W., ed. Geography of Oklahoma. Volume 6: The Oklahoma Series.
Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Historical Society, 1977.

This is the best general survey of Oklahoma geography, although many of the
maps are reprints from the Historical Atlas of Oklahoma.

. Cities of Okiahoma. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Historical Society, 1979.
A collection of essays written by diverse scholars. The essay titled *The Oil
Centers” includes a discussion of Duncan and links the economic success of the
city to the leadership and ingenuity of one man, Erle Halliburton. This essay
claims that because Duncan developed a service center and not as a center of oil
production it has been able to avoid the disorderly and haphazard development
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often associated with boom towns. In addition, a table on p. 68 provides decennial
population figures for Duncan from 1910 through 1970.

Morris, John W, Charles R. Goins, and Edwin C. McReynolds. Historical Atlas of
Oklahoma. 3" Ed. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986.

Many of the maps in this atlas are in need of updating with more recent census
information. (This atlas uses data from the 1980 census.) However, this remains a
highly valuable source of historical and geographical information about
Oklahoma.

“Qil Pioneer Halliburton Dies.” The Oil and Gas Journal 55, no. 42 (Oct. 1957): 83.
An obituary for Erle P. Halliburton.
Oklahoma Almanac. 2 vols. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Publishing Company, 1930-31.

The entry for Duncan appears on p. 74 and provides the population by city wards.
Other statistics include the tax rate, number of railroad cars filled with goods, and
the number of school buildings. The statistics provided, while useful, do seem
rather idiosyncratic. For example, two oil refineries are mentioned but the
Halliburton industries are not.

Parsons, C. P. and T. H. Rakeswraw. “Current Oil Well Cementing Practice.” The Oil
and Gas Journal, 29, no. 37 (1931): 36, 202-204.

Discusses the oil well cementing techniques pioneered by Halliburton. Sections of
the article are highly technical.

Ruth, Kent. 4 Guide to the Sooner State. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1957.

A brief historical overview of Duncan is provided on pp. 446-447. On p. 52 the
oil refineries and oil well cementing operations associated with Duncan are
discussed in terms of their contribution to the manufacturing component of the
state’s economy.

. Oklahoma Travel Handbook. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1977,
An alphabetical listing of places in Oklahoma with brief entries that cover their

history, economy, and other items of special interest. Duncan is discussed on
pp. 87-88.
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Ruth, Kent and Jim Argo. Window on the Past: Historic Places in Oklahoma. Oklahoma
City: Western Heritage Press, 1982.

This book provides a highly selective inventory of historic places in Oklahoma. It
is organized alphabetically by county and covers sites ranging from cemeteries to
dams, houses, and statues. This book does not include any historic places in
Stephens County.

Shirk, George H. Oklahoma Place Names. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1966.

Written by the former president of the Oklahoma Historical Society this is one of
the best sources for information on Oklahoma’s toponyms.

Skaggs, Jimmy M., ed. Ranch and Range in Oklahoma. Oklahoma City, OK: Oklahoma
Historical Society, 1978.

Historians have composed the majority of essays in this collection, which covers
the various aspects of livestock ranching and its development in Oklahoma. Four
essays in the collection have some relevance to Duncan. Skaggs' essay "Cattle
Trails in Oklahoma" discusses the events that led to the establishment and demise
of several of the cattle trails, including the Chisholm Trail which passed near
Duncan. Miner's essay, "The Dream of a Native Cattle Industry in Indian
Territory,"” explores the factors that complicated the development of a cattle
industry that was managed and controlled by Indians. Savage's essay, "Indian
Ranchers" illustrates how some Indians became very successful at ranching and
accumulated extensive herds. Savage also explains that of the Five Civilized
Tribes the Chickasaws, who had land in what would become part of Stephens
County, did not maintain as many cattle. Finally, Green's essay, "The Modern
Cattle Industry in Oklahoma: Change and Continuity" notes that a Duncan citizen,
J. A. Blaydes, played a role in the establishment of the Oklahoma Hereford
Breeders Association in the 1920s.

Thomhill, McClintock, Burton, et al. "The Two Cattle Trails." The Chronicles of
Oklahoma 14 (1936): 84-122.

A discussion of House Bill No. 149, which provided for the tracing and mapping
of the old cattle trails across Oklahoma. It includes (page 99) a discussion of the
Chisholm Trail, which passed through "old Duncan” located about 2 miles east of
the present town. There is also an excellent map tnsert that shows the route of the
Chisholm Trail across Oklahoma from Red River Station to Caldwell Kansas.
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Tolman, Keith. “Business on the Wing: Corporate Sponsorship of Oklahoma Aviation.”
The Chronicles of Oklahoma 66 (Fall 1988): 268-281.

An interesting article that probes the relations between the petroleum industry and
air transportation. Erle Halliburton’s sponsorship of aviation is detailed, as is his
establishment of the Southwest Air Fast Express (S.A.F.E.way Airlines), which
was eventually sold to American Airlines.

Weisiger, Marsha L. “The Reception of ‘The Grapes of Wrath’ in Oklahoma: A
Reappraisal.” The Chronicles of Oklahoma 70 (Winter 1992-93): 391-415.

This essay explores the reception by Oklahomans of John Steinbeck’s book, The
Grapes of Wrath, and argues that the book received both praise and
condemnation. It also points out some of the book’s geographical errors. Duncan
and Stephens County are mentioned on page 400 in the context of the rural
exodus, and as places where the library maintained a waiting list for Steinbeck’s
book.

Writer’s Program of the Work Projects Administration, comp. The WPA Guide to 1930s
Okiahoma. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1986.

This paperback edition, based on a version first published in 1941, provides a new
introduction and a restored essay on the history of Oklahoma by Angie Debo

since her contribution was mysteriously omitted from the original. The first part
of the book includes thematic coverage of topics such as agriculture,
transportation, literature, and architecture. The second part discusses the major
cities, and the third part includes 16 different tours that explore all regions of the
state. The book is illustrated with several nice sets of black-and-white photos.
The city of Duncan is discussed on p. 375.

Yarborough, James Martin. The Transition of the Chickasaw Indians From an Organized
Nation to a Part of a State. Master’s Thesis, Oklahoma State University, 1938.

This thesis provides a useful overview of the emergence of the Chickasaw Nation
as a political entity. It discusses the removal of the Chickasaws to Indian
Territory and their subsequent political separation from the Choctaws. Of
particular relevance is the chapter that examines the many changes in land policy
that resulted from the Treaty of 1866 between the Chickasaw Nation and the
United States. Other chapters discuss the government, education, and social
facets of the Chickasaw Nation. The appendix contains several interesting
biographical sketches solicited by the author during the course of his research.
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XVII. SUMMARY

This Reconnaissance Level Survey of a Portion of Duncan, Oklahoma identified
and evaluated a total of 107 properties in the study area. All properties were surveyed
with minimum-level documentation including completion of the OK/SHPO Historic
Preservation Resource Inventory Form and submission of at least two 5x7 black and
white prints.

(1)  Nine (9) individual properties were recommended for National Register
consideration.

(2) Sixty-seven (67) individual properties were identified as warranting
further study. This total only represents individual properties that are
outside districts. An additional 19 properties were surveyed as
contributing resources to the one proposed district—the Central
Residential District.

(3)  One (1) National Register listed property was surveyed and updated with
forms and photographs. That property is the Johnson Hotel and Boarding
House at 314 West Mulberry Avenue (NR listed 5/14/86).

4) A thumbnail sketch for one (1) proposed district—the Central Residential
District—was written, and the district was assigned tentative boundaries.
The thumbnail sketch provides a rationale for conducting an intensive
level survey.

5) Eleven (11) individual properties were surveyed and identified as not

warranting further study.
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(6) Thumbnail sketches were prepared for eight (8) areas that did not meet
qualifications for intensive level surveys.

) Eighty-seven (87), or approximately 81% of the individual properties
surveyed, were residential (single or multiple) dwellings.

(8) Eleven (11) of the individual properties surveyed in Duncan were
commercial and this represents the second leading type of property.

(9) One religious structure was surveyed, the Antioch Baptist Church at 315
West Sycamore Avenue.

(10)  Additional property types documented in this survey include governmental
(1), recreational (3), educational (4), and industrial (3).

(11)  This survey also documented three (3) structures. These are the bridges at
South Fifth Street and West ElIm Avenue, South Fifth Street and West
Pecan Avenue, and South Twelfth Street and West Maple Avenue.

(12) Residential areas in Duncan include the following architectural styles:
Queen Anne, Tudor Revival, Neoclassical, Colonial Revival, Prairie
School, Pueblo Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival (Spanish Eclectic),
French Eclectic, Bungalow/Craftsman, National Folk (I-House, Shotgun,
Pyramidal, Massed Plan, Hall & Parlor subtypes), Folk Victorian,
Modeme, and Modem Movement (Minimal Traditional, Contemporary,
and Ranch subtypes). As this list reveals, the Eclectic Period (1880-1940)
is the prevalent architectural period represented.

(13)  The commercial area in Duncan is largely composed of shops that are

between one and two stories high. The commercial architecture in Duncan
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is largely conservative in terms of the general absence of decorative
detailing.

(14)  Duncan’s downtown is dominated by buildings designed in the
Commercial style; however two examples of the Romanesque Revival
style still exist (First National Bank Building, 802 West Main Street and

City National Bank Building, 801 West Main Street).

In closing, Duncan’s built environment contains a variety of architectural styles
that testify to the many cultural and historical forces that have influenced the city.
Generally speaking, the most visually and architecturally striking components of
Duncan’s landscape are the single family dwellings built in the 1920s as the expansion of
the petroleum industry ushered in a new wave of prosperity. Even so, the economic
hardships that followed in the 1930s bequeathed to Duncan an equally fascinating
collection of properties that resulted from the various initiatives connected with the New
Deal.

There are numerous properties in Duncan that have retained a high degree of
architectural integrity and meet the age eligibility requirements. Several of the properties
identified in this survey deserve immediate attention and consideration for the National
Register. The Cenwal Residential District should be considered for an intensive level
survey in the not too distant future. Duncan’s Main Street Program is already playing an
active role in restoring many of the businesses in the downtown. There are still more
properties, sites, and structures that need attention. Encouraging citizens to form a

preservation society or build alliances between local and county historical and
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genealogical societies, municipal governments, and chambers of commerce can
significantly improve the preservation effort, especially when supplemented with
assistance from the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office and the Oklahoma

Historical Society.
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XVIII. ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

b

It has been said, “We are what we build.”—that who and what we are, what we
hold dear and meaningful, are directly manifested in what we build. The built
environment invariably displays our values as a society. How we shelter our lives at
work, play, worship, and home forms a record of not only how we spend our time and
money but also, through our efforts to acknowledge and preserve certain structures, how
much we value our past, present, and future. It is the purpose of this architectural review
to not only recognize and identify significant architectural properties within the survey
limits of Duncan, Oklahoma but to also draw certain conclusions as to the societal values
of Duncan in the years of 1900 to 1950 as relayed through Duncan’s built environment.

It is of much interest that the town of Duncan owes its beginnings to the many
cattle drives that journeyed north through Indian Territory from Texas following the Civil
War. Situated along the famous Chisholm Trail, Old Duncan Store was established in the
early 1880’s as a trading post for the area inhabitants.' This north-south route of the
Chisholm Trail would later become the established transportation route for vehicular

traffic (U.S. Highway 81) and the Union Pacific Railroad. The development of Duncan

paralleled this transportation pattern with the resulting north/south street grid. This grid

'0ld Duncan store was located approximately 3 miles east of present downtown Duncan.
Although the town ascribes its beginnings to the establishment of the post office in 1884 and the
railroad in 1892, town development had begun prior to this date with growing commercial
activity in the area. It was the Duncan store and trading post (no longer existing) that was the
first built commercial structure in the area.
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accommodates to varying degrees or totally disallows certain strategies for the siting of
buildings in dealing with exposures to natural forces (wind, sun, etc.).”

As summarized in Part VII (Results) of this survey, the development of Duncan
and its built environment can be divided into five time periods, or episodes. These time
periods are: (1) Pre-statehood to the first oil discoveries, (1900-1919), (2) Growth and
expansion of the oil industry (1920-1929), (3) the Depression/New Deal years (1930-
1939), (4) World War II and post-war period (1940-1955), and (5) Downtown Revival
(1956 to present). It was during these five time periods that all of the structures surveyed
were built. Several Duncan structures from these periods have already been listed on the
National Register and have been noted in this survey. Those buildings or structures that
have not been previously documented are the focus of this study.

There are no buildings included in this report that can be definitely attributed as
being built prior to 1900. Most structures built prior to 1900 were quick-build, wooden
“boom town” type buildings that have vanished with time. Four separate fires in 1901
consumed many such structures in Duncan, however, one structure located on North 31
St. between Walnut and Oak, might have been built prior to 1900 and appears to be
representative of these types of structures. Unfortunately no documentation exists that
can confirm the date of this building. Although this simple wood false-front commercial

structure exhibits no profound architectural style it does speak directly to the history of

*Whereas those early pioneer structures situated in wide-open country were sited quite
pragmatically to minimize the effects of weather extremes, views, etc., town development more
often than not required its buildings to respond more to street frontage than environmental
constraints.
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the region and the use of wood frame structures for commercial enterprise in the early
territorial days of Oklahoma.

There are three buildings from the survey, built during the pre-statehood period,
that are significant in architectural character and detail. The First National Bank Building
(1900) located at 8" Street and Main, is an excellent example of Romanesque Revival.
This building’s use of rusticated native sandstone for exterior wall surfaces and stone
arcade displays careful craftsmanship and attention to detail. The reverse “N” on the east
fagade lends a quirky, humorous aspect to the beautifully constructed structure. It is
important that this building continues to “anchor” the corner of Main Street and 8" Street
thereby maintaining the downtown street profile and urban context.

The City National Bank Building (c.1901) on the corner of Main and 8" Street
has many interesting characteristics that make it a structure of significance. Although the
original structure has been altered at the street level the remaining portion of the structure
remains intact. With “minimal” effort it appears that the original structure could be
restored to its original condition. This brick masonry structure with overtones of
Romanesque Revival presents a robust east fagade of continuous arches and brick corbels
to those arriving at the corner of 8" Street and Main or waveling along 8" Street. Due to
the structure’s location it also serves as an important corner anchor to the downtown
commercial context and should be preserved (and returned to its original state). The bank
building is very near the proposed residential Historic District.

The Foreman Residence (1907), 814 West Oak, is a particularly fine work of
architecture and has many excellent features specific to the Prairie Style. Of particular
interest is its date of design and construction which correlates directly with the time
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period when the Prairie Style was being developed in Chicago, primarily in the work of
architect, Frank Lloyd Wright. Most examples of Prairie Style in Oklahoma are dated to
a time period after 1920.% It is interesting that this structure (the style of which was
somewhat avant-garde even in Chicago) finds its way to Duncan in the Oklahoma
Territory. This property falls within the boundaries of the proposed Historic District.

There are two other buildings that come to the fore during this first time period as
significant structures; the Buckholt’s Building (1912) and the Brittain-Garvin Residence
(1920). The Buckholt’s Building at 827 W. Main displays excellent brick masonry and
maintains 90% of its original Commercial style front thus remaining a fine representative
of this early commercial front architecture. The Brittain-Garvin Residence at 411 N. 9"
Street displays an interesting blend of Prairie and Craftsman styles primarily through its
broad overhanging hip roofs, exposed roof structure, and its broad sweeping porch and
porte-cochere. This house also appears to be in a very well preserved state and also
exists within the proposed Historic District.

The second time period associated with Duncan is defined as happening between
1920-1929. Over one-third of the properties surveyed in this report were constructed
during these years. The number of structures built in Duncan during this period points to
a time of pronounced growth and an effort to establish Duncan as a town of permanence
and vitality. Fueled by a rapidly expanding oil industry, many structures were related to

the oil economy and two structures point to the importance of establishing a viable town

>The Prairie school “movement” corresponds roughly with the dates, 1900-1920 and is centered
in the Chicago, northern Midwest US area. Wright had almost entirely ceased using this design
vocabulary by 1915, however followers of Wright continued the idiom until the late teens to
1920.
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infrastructure. The Powerhouse Building (1921) at 6™ and Willow is a carefully
constructed brick masonry structure that utilizes a uniform series of arcade bays and
columns that penetrate through a horizontal concrete spandrel beam. The Powerhouse
Building is an outstanding example of how a structure based in the pragmatics of power
generation is designed and built with dignity and character as a symbol of community
effort and care. The Duncan Waterworks Pumping Station (1921) located at 10" and
Cherry, is another structure that bears witness to the community’s effort to bestow its
utilitarian buildings with a profound sense of quality. The pumping station is indeed
simple in stature but remains a beautiful example of brick construction and visual
proportion. The adaptive reuse of these structures would appear to be of great benefit in
preserving the community’s history and aspects of its early character.

The L. B. Simmons Residence (1925) at 401 N. 9" Street is a very nice example
of Spanish Eclectic Style and interesting in how there is evidence to suggest that it was
originally built as offices for the Rocket Oil Company. That an oil company would build
an office building so residential in character offers possible insights into how the
company might have wanted to present itself to the community and visiting clientele (or
the community’s attitude about the growing petroleum industry). The repetitive south
facing fenestrations do suggest office functions within the structure, however certain
residences of the time also utilized similar banded strips of window. The structure
nonetheless exhibits lovely proportions and refined aspects of the style. The Simmons
Residence is within the proposed Historic District.

The Newton Residence (1925), at 102 S. 2™ Street is an interesting Queen Anne
Style of simple lines with an interesting asymmetrical arrangement of main entry door
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and front porch windows. The horizontal wall banding below the roof edge serves as an
attractive unifying “architrave” that circles the entire house. It is a simple yet elegant
house.

The time period of 1931-1940 is predominated by the economic conditions
brought on by the Great Depression. It is significant that many of the outstanding
structures in Duncan that date from this period are related to the United States recovery
programs of the New Deal, notably the WPA (Works Projects Administration®). Due to
its status in the oil industry Duncan faired better during these wying times than many
other Oklahoma towns yet government assistance through the WPA still played a
significant role in the development of Duncan. During this period several significant
large structures were built under the auspices of the WPA, two of which are the United
States Post Office (1933) at 802 W. Willow, and the Duncan Senior High School® (1936)
located at 224 N. 9 Street. This modernistic architectural style is typical of many
govemment buildings built during this time period and is seen throughout the United
States and in many European locales (especially Italy). The style of these buildings have
subtle characteristics of what is more commonly referred to as “Moderne” or “Art Deco”
and signify Duncan’s progressive efforts to modernize its standing in the region. Both
the Post Office and the High School speak of an acknowledgement that quality design,
materials, and construction methods make good sense in maintaining value over a period
of time. Such efforts to maintain a structure’s viability reflect positively upon the

wisdom of the town and its leadership. Another WPA project of this period is the Fuqua

‘Originally the “Works Progress Administration”.
*now the Duncan Junior High School
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Pool of 1938 of which the stone and concrete seating circle is of particular architecturai
interest. This simple construction provided a unique place for public interaction, meeting
locale, simple relaxation, etc.

The time period of 1940 to 1950 is marked by World War II and the post-war
years (‘45-’50) that introduce the “Baby Boom” era. Curiously there are few structures
from this time bracket that are of strong architectural significance. One residence from
this period does offer an interesting image that is unique to Duncan. This is the
Lawrence Haas Residence (1948) located at 1502 W. Cedar Avenue. “Modeme” in style
the house is distinctive with its curved brick fagade, flat roof, and the use of glass
masonry block.

In reviewing the town of Duncan’s built environment it is significant to note the
emphasis placed upon the stylistic qualities, construction materials and methods, and
capital investments of its commercial, institutional, educational, and residential
properties. It is interesting that there is an absence of significant religious structures in
this survey with one sole exception (Antioch Baptist Church, 1955). This may be due in
part to the use of wood frame for many of Duncan’s early churches and their subsequent
loss by fire, storm, etc. However one would still expect a church of significant character
and construction quality to have existed from the early growth days when many of the
previously mentioned commercial structures were being built. It may very well be that
the pragmatics of an economy based upon a developing petroleum industry and an
existing agricultural context simply placed the need for significant religious structures on

a lower priority.
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There are several significant structures, as noted in this architectural review and
elsewhere in this document, that occur within the Central Residential District. These
buildings have direct connections with the history of Duncan and its early inhabitants.
The quality and number of these houses, along with the presence of the Duncan Junior
and Senior High Buildings, relay a cohesiveness that is of historical importance to

Duncan. This district should be maintained as a historical residential district.
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