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The exterior of the bullding stands todey as il wes
built in 1870 with no subseguent additions or alterstions. The
interior has undergons minor alterations with additions to the
bookcases in 1070 amd the gallery added at e later date. A
hmidified, warn air system wes installed in the bullding in
1959 with ducts ruming from below grade up the boxed-in ends
of the bookcases =i the northeast and nortiwest cormers of the
roon.

Structurally the building ie basically sound. DBut the
waterproof condition of walls and roof has deteriorated. This
is due in large pert to the effects of an all enveloping met of
vines which at tiwes completely covered the walls and portions
of the roof. GCenerel rehabilitetion o correct this lesking of
walls and roof iz required.

Lesking of the walls below grade has caused & dmmp
condition belov emd benind the bookeases which line the walls
eround the room. Condensstion rumning down the inside face of
the wells behind the bookcases has added (o the dmpness. This
has resulted in extemsive rotting and demege by termites of the
framevork supporting the bookceses and the base of the gallery
posta. Heplacemsnt is required here. The shelving bracketed
from the wall above tae fireplace requires edditiomel support.
The marble mentle shelf is cracked through and should be memded.

The french doors have cracked dus o long exposwre end
need protection fram the wealher.



2.

A. Repeirs to Foof

The roof flashing should be carefully checked and
replaced vhere pecessery with copper flashing. The siglight
on the norih slope of the roof should be reconditioned and
made water tight. Roofing bosrds should be examined at thelr
mﬁwmmmumum.

A copper gutter should be installed elong the save
on the south side of the building to prevent the run off from
the south slope of the roof collecting al the base of the wall.

The vines should be cut back on the walls vhere re-
guired to recondition masonry. The stone side walls and brick
end walls should be carefully exsmined. All loose or deterio-
rated mortar jointe should be raked cut and repointed with
morter o meteh the existing Joints.

The chimpey needs specisl etitention. It should be
taken down where required Lo reset loose brick or replace
crumbling brick and entirely repointed. A copper cap should
be fitted over its top and the emtire swiace treated with a
waterseal solution.

C. Protecting Doorvays

All the doors amd door frames nesd to De reconditioned.

They should be recaulied and painted and their glass reset. The
bottas of the frume of the west doorwey on the south wall is
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rotted and meeds Lo be patcohed.

ALL the doorvmys, with the exception of the ome om
the south side vhich is used for the main emtrance, should
heve outside storm sash installed to metch the doors and
trensoms in design. ALl the storm sesh should be [ixed,
excepting ome leel in the south door (not the main emtrance)
vhich can serve as an emergency exit. All glass penes ghould
agbove the bottam tier. This can be done by shoring up the
shell sbove the projecting bottom sectiom, upon which the up-
rights are mounted.

The books should be protected from dust and dirt
during the operstions by sealing the shelves with plestic
covers. bGome plan for providing specisl security of the books
must be set up. Auy woving or hendling of the books should be
done by the Park gtall omly.

The bottom shelf and the backing st the base of all
the bookceses should be removed. All rotled framing end furring
bookcases should be cleamed out. Comerete brecket footings
should be placed below the uprights end door jaubs epd new
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freming sbould replace the present meubers where conditious
require it. Feplece fMuring becking bosxds, botton of Dook-
case pertitions and door jawbe, and boticm shell where found
%0 be rotted or ealen by termites. Frovide slot in basebosrd
under bottom shel! and behind botiom backing bowrd Lo provide
2 pussage of air under botiom of bookcases. If structurally
possible the fwred space behind should be opened at the top
of the bookcases. The bottom ehell should be made removeble
to allow easy eccess for inspection and maintenence.

The boltose of all four balcony poste should be
examined and, vhere found (o be rotied, should be cut off and
replaced vith nev cak sested on & 4" steel stilt.

The crecied merble mantel shelf should be carefully
repaired by metal clasgpe or strape on the lower face of the
shelf. |

Loose floor tile should be reset.

E. Preserveiion s Mainvenance

'ummumcsm
collection of books such as is conteinsd in the Adems Libraxy
requires sn unusual degree of esttention to the building that
houses it.

The maintenance program to be vorked out should be
prineipally comcerned with accamplishing the following: To
keep the ioterior free of dampness, to keep il free of wood-
eating insects, and to maintein & comstent degree of hamidity
within the building duwring periods when the bullding is heated.
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While it is not necessary to permanently resove the
vines from the vells of the building they should be kept cleer
of roofs, flashings, gatters, and all exvericr vood trim to
prevent deteriorstion and rotiing. The ground at the base of
the wall eround the bulldinmg should be cleared of foliage o
ellow the sun and wind to dry out the wall. The necessity for
thie is particularly indicated slomg the south side of the
building. Here the well heas been hept slmost continuously damp
by the insulation of the thick growih of wistaris vine snd the
aceunidetion of rotting foliage. The foliage should be clipped
oy Trom the vine trusks up to two feet sbove grade to allow
the sun to pemetrate. The rotted leaves and dirt should be dug
out sround the vipme's trunks apd the tremch back-filled with
pebbles or gravel. This will cause the weter to drain to the
bottan of the trench instesd of pushing through the wall.
and given a coat of paint if found necessary. ALl interior
woodwork should bs oiled once a year.

The interior of the buillding should be fumigsted with
cyanide gas once & yoor (o ersdicate ihe ternites end powder
post beetles within the woodwork. The bottom shelves should be
removed when this is done.

It is imperative that the humidity conmtent of the
heated air in the wintertime be kept &t & proper level to pre-
vent the lesther book bindings from drying ous. The operation
of the humidity comntrol of the heating system must be comstantly
checked and ilmmediately serviced vhen not functioning properly.
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