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hie the histery of
Tavernier begins with its notlce In
the minds ef naviQaters and t hen
enthe maps of carteqraphers, the
sichest aspect in tshiswory is its
development asa communtyon
Key Largo. Through devastating
hussicanes, faltes ng econ omies,
remote transportatien networks,
and relative isolation, Tavernier
has grewn Inte athriving

cemmunity that typifies Important

hsterical themes, Tavernier's bullt
envirorment, which is an evolving
expresspnofits in habitarts, their
ambitions, ther sacrifices, and
their architectural preferences,
reflectsthis unique Flosidian
histery. Tavernier’s buildhgs
1lus:rate the determinatien and
cemmit ment of its residents te
create a permanent settlement,
Architectural his:ory, thes:ory

of making dwellings, churches,
businesses, and thosreughfares,
tells Tavernier’s history of soclal
deve lepment—shapedasit was
by hardships, histor kal ferces,
and envimnmental changes

Tavernier Isnot incidental te landscape, but how they

Monroe County histery and the have cembined te Imbue
wider history of seuthernFlerida.  thatlandscape with
Rather, Itshis:ery bringsuste a special signficance for the
fuller unders.and ing of Florida’s communty.

rich hartage.

By considering bulldings a
evidernce dynamic change in
Taver nier becomesvisible and
reminds us oftimes werth
remembering. Change inTavernler
Is assoclated with weather,
people, and transport aion
Improvements.Ch ange also
appears inthe transfermatien
from an agricultural ecenomy te
areales:ate and t ourism service
economy.Theearchitect ural
evidence also shows uses

of spac e, re-organization of
spa<e, and shf ting spatlal
experijences inTavernijer, The
s.reets and buildings tel | of

local entrepreneurs and families
and how their needs Influrnced
architecturalcheices By leoking
at Tavernier through the lens of
archltectcralhistory, we can see
hew avents andbuildings have
net only shaped the Tavernier
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Fond s Aniericx Prowncia Recens & E xschesinig [Dese Aptic. ..
quu:, LeM.gne de Mo"gu:s 159 +. (Source: [)l:f oy .FCOHSY‘CAG.
b caeris N ap Coellec tion)

uring the celenial period,
Tavernier Key was but a hazard to
mariners and a haven for wreckers,
Historians cred't Juan Ponce
de Lesn with the disc over y of
Florida in 1513, inc luding the Keys,
which he named Los Mai tiers
for a physical simikrity witha
distressed position ef martyrs
he recoanized in them and more
s for the suf'ering they caused
sailors. Later, the 1526 exped'tion
of Panfilbd e Narvaezdisembarked
at Tampa Bay, north of Tavem ier,
explored the nterior of Florida,
and saled fuither, toward the
Texas coas:|ine. The commander
diedin a shipwreck with moxst of
his men in1528. However, four
survivors, including Alvar Nufiez
Cabeza de vaca, continued the
journey wes:ward from Texas
to Califarnia and Mexico. Eight
years later, they reached Spanish
colonial settlement s. Cabeza de
Vaca wrote anintriguing account
of his jeurnay and captivity amen g
various inhabitants of the Gulf
of Mexico reqion, valuable for



itsethnographic nsights as wel
asa chronicle of avents (Cabkeza
deVaca 2eez2). In 1565, Pedro
Menendez deAvtles cruisedt he
Keys upo nestablishing a colony
atSt. Augustine (Tebzau 1471:

21; Eyster 1982:11). Spankh
reconnaissance along channeks
and reefs inthe vicinity of the Keys
resultedinthe increasing use of
the Florida Stratsb y Spanish ships
sailingto and frem Europe. In
addtion, these jourmeys combined
to infarm t he knowledge of
European cartographers, and their
mape reflect these exp lorations,
For ns:ance, Ja ques LeM oYne

de Morgues (1591) illus:rated the
Florida Stra‘ts, and its Keys ot

the *Martyres,” as hazardo us for
sailors and hab:tat for strande
beasts. Later, JoanVinckeboonrs
(163e) del heated the Florida
peninsula and identified Caiode
Tabonosattheseutherntipofa
long key in the early seventeenth
century.Years later, rotmuch

had changed, astanbeseenin
Bernard Romans's (1961: 251)
report andchart from 175 =noting
that the key effered "asmall

harbour withina reef” and very
little in the way ofp revisions,
"landcrabs, a fewdoves and other
berds," he wrote. In addition, rocks
and “coral heads" therecould
prove damaqing to vessels, Long
befere Romans, charts labeled
Tavernier Key thusl y:Caio di
Tabanos,Cayo Tabona,Tabano,
Tabonas, Cayo de Tivanos, Cayo
de Tabonas, andTabanoe. Cayo
de Tabora has beentramslated as
Hersefly Key British charts name
it Stephen, Key Tabona, Cayo
Tabona, and finally Kay Tavernier
(Clupper 2eee}.

Ethnohistorica | accounts ident ify
the Calusa and Tequestagroups
as native o<Cupa nts in theregion
The Teques:aoccupied the area
around Biscayne Bay, while the
Calusa chiefdo mmaintained a
hegemony in the sout h-central
and western sections ef Florida.
Although Heenandode Soto
began his 1538-43expedition at
TarmpaBay, hisjeurnak do not
document exploration ac:ivities
inthe Keys.Yet, Calusas appear
inthe historical record through

the accounts of castaways
from Spanish shipwrecks
Inthe Upper Keys,
specifically, accounts refer
to Matecumbe as a native
group leader encountered
bySpaniards. Matecumbe
then also became a
toponym farthat placein
general, aswell asa referent
far native groups inhabiting
that Upper Keys location. As
far theic regional afél iations,
they held a tebutary status
with Teques:ato the rorth.
Later, Tequesta, Calu sa,
and Matecumbe became
generalized in terminology
as Spanish Indians, who
expb tted local natural
resources and utilized
European material gcods,
such as cloth from Castile,
from Spanish wrecksthat
washed ashore. Spanish
coknialrecords mention
that Matecumbes, who
oecupled afavorable
watering p lace, at:acked
and killed agroup of
Spaniards in 1573. Ca sval
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contacts with EuroPeans, wief
Christian missionary attempts,
and raids by native grou ps from
the north <centinued throughcut
the seventeenth centuny and
transfermed their werld (S<arry
16G64: 21, G0gQgin 164 4: 13, Gogqin
1650-16-20; Hod®e 1go7: 21;
Schene 1973:12; Hann1q91:
312-313).

During the colonialperiod, the
Keys remained isolated from
mperialadm nisaationand
sustained ChristAn missicnizing.
With opportunities for profit
more apparent elsewhere, Spain
focsed itsimpeeialef-ortint he
regions of Scuth and Centra)
America inthe sixteenthcentury.
Nerth of the Keys, St. Augus:ine
and Pensacola devel opedas
frontier military outpests for
protecting Spanish navigationin
the Flosida Straits and the Gulf
of Mexico, respec:ively. Havana,
Cubo, hecame the principal
center of Span ish Flostda duting
its co lon al ad ministration
(Tebeau 1971 304).

Cat@nnicat oFlwn’AMq..-.dquwccb Pleizh Aniekea,
Paniel rder:.n 1747 {.Saun:c:i_l‘brars of Cansre:s
Maps of Nomd, Anekea)

European diseases and rapacious
Spanikh celonizers precipitated

t he decline of mainland nd@enous
cultures intheregien by the last
half of t he eiqhteenthcentury
(Swanton1g6g:125; Mianich
1945: 72). Bespite Spain's daim

to Flor da, prese nt-day Merroe
County remained undeve loped by
EuroPean colonists through out
the eighteenth century Rat her,
local native groups onthe Keys
carriedonatrade in fish with
sailors from Havana(Hodge 1807:
145), Far offeventstied to aglobal
war for empire between France
and Great Br'tain hrought change

to the Keys. Most
impertantly, Great
@ritain’s victory
inthe French and
Indian War inciuded
the acqui sition ef
Spanish Florid 5
achleved through
treaty negotiations
that returned Cuba,
which had been
controlled by the
British af er ther
176 2 capture of
Havana, to Spain.
The Spanish withdrawal from
Florida in 1763 also involved

the removal of native g roups
living on the Keyswho had allied
themselves with Spain.SPanish
ships carsied them to Cuba,
Graduially, Seminole grocPs beg an
to reoccupy the abandoned lands
of depaited Spanis h-allied groups
inthe 17705 (Goqgin 1450: 21)

8ritishterriterial ad ministration,
located at both Saint Augustine
and Pensacela, cemmenced with
the inval idation of Spanish royal
land arants and the authorizatien



of Scottlsh merchant
factorstotrade wth
localnative groups.

@ritish cartographer
Bernard Romans
creatadadetaied map
tdentifyinq the Keys,
including Tavernier,
which he mapped as
Key Tabonha ih 1774 .An
earies map, drafted
by ®aniel Petersen
(17€7)illusratesthe

Mo of E st :nd West Florids. Bermad Renisns
17 7+ (Source: Libs oy of Consrcso Mar?:ol: Noi e
Anexicin. Peter Farce Collection)

constricted. Fishermen sought
eut sea turtles, whese shelks were
valued for jewelry and comb
manufacture. Turtles also provided
a source of food. For example,
Charles Darwinreported t hat
turtle meat, both fresh andsalted,
when prepared properly was fitfer
human consumption, butturtle
soup mspecially, could be quite
delicious,

Whenhe wasinthe Galapagos
Islands in 1823, on lames Island

British partitioning of

Florida into eastern andwestern
gevemmental units, as well as the
relative location of the Keys, even
theugh they are netindividually
laveled. Also dusing this period,
Wilia m Bartram trave le d from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on
botanial research jeurneysto
Florida between 1773 and 1777.
His publ ished account efthe
Semincle, Creek, andCherdkee
groups and de szt iptions of native
flora, including the royal palm
tree, astablished his reputation
as an American naturalist and
explorer andprese nted an early

specifically, he lived fera week

understanding ef terrainin Florida
(Bartram 1996 429-479).

During this periodof British
admmistration, Bahamian
fishermen and wreckers from New
Providence exploitad favorable
conditions fer turtling and
salvaging on the American side of
the Florida Straits, leng known fer
its dangerouss shod s, B ahamian
sailers found suitable anchorages
fortheir vessels at Tavarnier Key,
among others, where seaturtle
kraals and impermanent s:orage
facilitiec were mostly lkely

f:»k&mcn FCSSJ"S Tupdcb 187
\:Sourcc:sknte L&rans and
Avccimes of Flecida)



near aPatyof SPaniards who
were fishing and turtling. ®anvin
and his party “lived entirely upon
tertoise meat: the breast plate
roaste d(as the Guachos do carne
cencuero), with the flash on it,

it 5 very gopodandtheyoung
tertoises make excellent soup; but
otherwise the meatto mytase

ks indifferent (Darwin 1808: 379,
3180, 381).

Key Tave mier effered a prefer red
anchorage due to ®slocation
near the hazardeus Carysfert
Reef and potable water on Upper
Matecu mbe, Bahamian fishermen
and wredkers returned with
salvaged geeds and vessels to the
Britich ad miralty courtin Nassau
nthe Bahamas fer adjudication
Baham lansalso exploited timber
resour ces onthe Keys, suchas
mahoqany, in this period (Dodd
18441747175 Goagin 1944 14).
Later inthe nineteenth century,
many of Taverniers earliest
set:lersdescended from 8ahamian
ancestry.

Having los:miltary control in
1781, British administration ef
East and West Floeida finally
ended in 1783 Spain reclaimed it
asan Amesican ally int he Treaty
of Paris that ended the Amer ican
Revolut ion (Tebe au 1971: 73-91).
Little change inthe character

of life and business around
Tavernier Keyoccurred during the
resoration of Spanish control.
Bahamian privateers continued
ther patrolsof the Florida Strats.
The presence of United States
Navy vesse ks, part of theWes:
ihdia Squadron, emerged on the
seascapein an effort tosuppress
active mccaneersinthe region
after the War ef1812 (Gogqin
1950:22).

I the years of the Early
American Republic, President
lames Madison and Secretary

of State Jam s Monroe worked
toward acquring Floridathrough
admin istrative measures and
ferceful attem pts, Forinstance,
the United Statesinvaded
PensacoladuringtheWar of 1812
and annexed portions of West

Florida along the Perdido River
through a broad interpretation

of former President Thomas
Jeffersan's Lovisiana Purchase
treaty,Also, militias from Georgia
and other southern states made
incursions iNto Florida inthe
vicinity of the St._ Mary'sRiverand
AmeliaIsland. Saktary neqlec:
character zed the level of Spanish
colonial administration of Florid a
frem 1783 to 1821, as Spain
offered generous land grants to
settlers and protection for fugiti ve
American slaves.

After the Creek War, the Firs:
Seminole War,and t he Un ited
States purchase of East Flerida
from Spain during President
James Monroe's adminis:ration
in 1821, American set:lers

began populating the tegritory
andchangng its society, mos:
noticeably in the introductien

of chat:elslavery to work north
Flerida cetton fields and the
es:ablishment of anadmira'ty
court in Key West, which became a
port of entry, in 1825 (Podd 1g44:



179-180; Mahon 1994 147-148;
Tabeau 1971:103-109)

®uring Florida's United States
territoe ial period, no known
settlement er frentier so<lety
devel opment occ urred on
Tavernier or southernKey Large.
Key Wes; however, witnessad
cettlement of people from New
Eng land and the Bahamas as early
as1B21, andpeople fromthere
begante utilize the Upper Keys.
Competition between Amerikcan
and Bahamian wreckers increased,
asdid commercial t afficthrocgh
the Florid a Stra'ts. Buringthe first
half of the nineteerth century,
wrecking took preminence as the

major econom i ac:ivity. Salvage
vessels of Bahamian and American
originnow cruised along the Keys,
searching for wrecks Sponging
and tuitling continuedto provide
income_Even in the nineteenth
century, Tavernier Key remained a
favorable anchorage fer wreckers
monitoring the notorious Carys-ort
Reef. For instance, Chat les
Vignoles moted in 1823 thatKey
Tavernler ser ved as a * aene ral
rendezvous ofthe lit :lefleet of
small craft, which are annual ly
fit:ed out far wrecking®(Vinoles
1977:118, Wikinson 2008a).

In the Erst half of the nineteenth
century, the character of economic

fe insettlements on the Keys
as cemmercial, agriculural,

d extiactive. Fisher men

ple:ted such abund ant marine
resources as tuitles, sponges,
and reef fish. Wreck ing remained
qu te profitable, and KeyWes:,
with its cenvenimnt anchorage
and admira 'ty couwt, deve loped
ts commerce on that activity.
Interes:s located in Ne wYorkand
Connecticut eavned most wrecking
vessefs, but knowledgeable
New Englanders and Bahamians
manned them (Dodd 1944180,
186). President Monroe authorized
aspecial naval forceto use Key
West as a base in their efforts
te suppress piracy in1822. The

JJ Sts‘@r bll”d:j E@e Vlcw or S(es Wc’.at. f=|a. 1334 (50urcc: L}Ei oy oFConSm.Ao.CgeOSraPhg snd N\aF‘ Dlws:on.
Washington [2.C )



federal gevernment installed a
system of navigationalaids along
the Floridacoast kegiming in 1824,
and initiated a coastalsurveyin
849, whichdent ified Tavernier
Creek between Key Largo and
PlantationKey.

Thefirst navigat enal aid placed

& Caryso it Reef wasa vescel

mounted w'th a beacon, The

lighthouse was operatieralin 1852

(Dodd 1944: 182, 198). Eventson

Indian Key tllus:rate cettlement

effertsin the UpperKeys Inthe

183es, Indian Key 1epresented

the largest settlementin the

Upper Keys. It functioned as the

county seat of newly formed Wade

County.The U.S.Ma vy maintained

adepot on Indian Key, which

also housed a cLstoms inspector.

In 1832, John JamesAudubon

explored and documented the

var ety of bird specias in the

Keys (Audubon, et al. 1844:

111). Seminele raidsinthe

Se cond Sem inole War, however,
decimated the settlement
onIndian Key.Asa result
of theraid, Mlami became

the seat of Bade County, which
sillincluded the Upper Keys, in
1844. Due to these events, settlers
tumed their focus and liveihood
to Key Wes:. In1 845, t he War
Department began constructien
of FoitZachary Taylorand Foit
Jefferson n the lewer Keys
(Tebeauie7i:14e, 146148, 167).

The advent of 5:eam-powe red
ships, i mproved nauticalcharits,
and lig htheuse censtruction
contributed t othed ecline of
wrecking in the nineteenth
centiry. KeyWes:'s courts s :op ped
ssuinq wrecking licenses in 1921
(Dodd1944:19q). Cons:riction,
commer<e in naval stores, and
cigarmakingsus:ained Key
West's prosperity after the
demise of wrecking. Inthe
Upper Keys, residantsturned to
farming, packing, and ¢ hipping
such agricultural preducts as
p neappl es, tomat oes, limes, and
melens. In 1868, the UpperKeys
were returned to Monroe County's
jurisdiction.



tthispoint n the
nineteenth century, Tavernier’s
history comesinto clearer
focus. The Homes: ead Act
stimulated, and an aqric ultural
entrep reneur from Key Wes:
initiated, Tavernier’s deve bPment.
Surveyors began delineating
land for settlements inthe Upper
Keysini1874 (Well 1984) but
Captain 8en Baker, residert of Key
Wes: and aprominent wrecker,
established a plantaionini8€8on
Key Largo nertheas: of present-
day Tavernier.Although Baker
did het live there full-time,he
demanstrated the settlement
petential of the area tased en
agricuiture, and he es:ablisheda
post office there in 1870 1 Wilki hsen
2aa8e). The Homes:eadAct,
passed dueing President Linceln’s
administration, made public land
available for disposal. Undar
Captain 8aker, Planter, the raots
of the Tavernier cemm uhity,
prospered from thecultivation
of pineapples, tomatoes,
andmelons, The commu nity

established a Post office in 189, .
Tavernier’s anc<es:or--the Planter
communtty, which centered
onthe SamuelandCaroline
Johnson family homestead,
hcluded a scheel, a church, five
farms, and a corallimes onerock
Anding. (Wikinson 2008¢).A
cannngfac:oryon Plartation
Key, eperated by the P inder
brothers, and fas: schoones
bound for New Yerk City supperted
Planter’s profitable agricuitural

Willian Xetmic, » 9@ M & of Flonds
E_;x Coz:t R:i}w:f& (Sotm ;'1e|en
Wadksy Libe sey Monnec Cavinty
Fubbic | ®rarg lslamerada)

production. ®ne million
crates of pineapp les were
shipped from the Keys in
187¢. The first postmaster
of Planter was John'W.
Jehnsen, fol lewed by
Charles W, Johnson in 19e1
@®nJuly 56,1902, Jehn Wesley
Johnson was re-appointed
postmaster (Wilkinson
2aa8e). William Krom e’
1905 survey map for Flager's
Florida Eas: Coas: Railroad
Key West Extensien (FEC)
tdertified t he Planter
community as a cluster of
buildingssituatedonthe
shoals of Hawk Channel
(Clupper 1998, McCoy 1997:
124, Windhorn and Langley
1974: 15-18; Wilkinson
Winter 1947:1749;
Wilkinson 2008k, Eyster
1982 1€ a7).

The development of Plant er
fol lbwed a more general
growth trend underway

on Key Largo. Pepu lation
growth on Key Largo shared
alink with pineapple truck

1
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farms. Increases in truck farms
paralle led pepulatien increases,
ForexamP ke, 1870 censcs data
revealed enlythirteen heusehelds
with 61 inhabkitants on Key Largo
after passage of the Hemestead
Act. Tenyears later, KeyLargo had
arewn t @ 200, with 8ahamians
comprisinga praminent po ition
efthat populatien. 8y 1900, the
population had grawnto 3ge,

as the agricultural econemy
flourished. Follbwingthe 1906
hurricane, Key Large pop ulatien
numbers haddroppedto 200.
Most farmers had smalil vegetable
gadens and citrusgroves,

Fruit tree varieties included
guava, date palms, sapedil las,
mangoes, bananas, and cocoanuts
(Wilkinsen Fall 1997: 3; Gallagher
1997:74; McCoy 1997: 126;
Windhern and Langley 1974:18).

A variety of forces conspired te
bring on the abandonment of
PlanterThe pineapple blight and
another hurricane in 1gog again
damaged creps. Alse,
the location of the FEC
rairead alighment toward

the gulf side of the key
induced a shift inthe
community’s lbbcation
Planter may have been
ablke to ekound from
the natural disasters,
but the transpoi tation
imprevemnant seal ed

its fate. Rather than
werk ng te the benefit
of farmerson the

Kews, the FEC provided
lower shipping cos:s
for Cuban-preduced
pneapplesthat were
already priced lewers than
lbcalpineapples. The
lbcalmarket collapsed, and the
Planter Post ®f 1ce clesed in 1910
(Gallagher 1q97: 74, Wilkinson
2008¢)

The 1805 Krome map prevides
clues about |ife near Manter

just beferethe FECrairead
construction project began.
Farming was a primary econemic
activit:y. The railroad map-

maker plettedthe lecation of
ol limegroves, cultivated fields
of pineapples, dense arewth of

Fhetomrsoh 7 Wiliain Keanic, 1 205 Map of Tlands
E.as: Co:s: |{.J||VM}J. (.sourcc ﬁclcn V!fadle&
Librany, Aeacoc Couriss [P ubbe Lbrary, |slameescla)

Tallahassee hammock, awhaif,
and Jeseph Mevirier's orange
grove. Joseph Mourier was,
according to the 1800 US censu's
pepu latien schedule, a 43-year-eld
farmer who was born in New York .
His parents were bernin France,
His eight <year-old son JosePh, who
was bem inLeuvisiana, lived in his
household and was 'at school *

Swamps- -2 "wet boggy
swamp*'and a 'manaereve and
buttonwood swamp®-—st cod
between Planter and the raikead.



The needforeasy access to the
railroad also brought about the
shift incommunity location. The
right-of way mapping included
landowner rames inTavernies-
Annie E.Hull, Absalom Albxry and
wife, Amos Lowe and w'fe, and
William Sawyer and wife. Planter's
shorelire locat on indicatedthe
commun'ty’c orientaion toward
the ocean and transportation by
boat. The raiFoad changed that
aspact of |fe at Planter (Simpsen

1983: 55).

In 19@7, railraad cons:ruction
activity increased in Tavernier,
Werkers completedthe trestle
over Tavernier Creek than, and the
cons:ruction of depot buildings
seonfollowed. FEC railroad
tmetables from 1908 chow the
extent of the ratkoads operation
onkKey Largo. Early rairoad
buildings inTavernier included the
section foreman’s house and the
stationhouce, or depot (Wilkinson
2008d).

8y 1911,a new post office at
Tavernier beganserving the
former community of Planter.
Tavernier deve opedon land
owned by Amos Lowe and Robe rt
Albury, whe were the heads of
houceholdsthat had established a
permanent presence insouthern
Key Largein the late nineteenth
centuryTheir arrival at Planter
coincided with the favorable
pineapple market enKey Largo
at thattime. Amos Lowe's pat ent
for two tracts of 14 6.26 acres
combined onTavernier dates
from 1e June 1882 (United States
General Land @ ffice Record s,
179%-1907). However, 1870 censu's
takers idertified Amos Lowe,who
was bornin the 8ahamas, asa
farmer with hishousehold on Key
Largo. Hiswife Ada E. Lowe, also
born in the Bahamas, kept their
houcehold, which included th ree
children. Afarm laborer, Eldred
Curry, lived nearby, comew here
between the Lowe and Albury
households. Rokert Albcry also
patented two tractstotaling
14€.26 -acres north of the Lowe
tract dating firom 26 Augqust 1882

(United States GeneralL and @ffice
Records, 1796-1907). The 187@
censustakess dentifed Robert
Albury as 3 Bahamas-kom farmer
with his household onKey Largo.
His wife, Patience, also was born
inthe Bahamas. His son, Absalom
Alury, was 26 -yearsold at the
time of the 1870 census, which
noted that he too was born n

the Bahamas. Absalom Albury’s
patent of 11.4.43 acres datesfrem
20 Pecember 1882 (LiInftedStates
General Land @ffice Recerds,
1796-19e7). 188e censt'srecord s
documented the same househe ki
situations, identifying Absalom
Albcry, John R. Albury, William
Abury, and Joseph Alsury (the
sons of Patlence and Rokert
Albury) as farmers, In 188e, the
Lowe household includedAmos
and Ada E. Lowe (huskand and
wie),and fivechidren: Ada E .,
Mary A, Sarah E, Annie 5, and
Leonard L. Emanuel Grant was
included amongthe househo ld,
pearhaps as a boarderor lakorer.
Recordsfrom the 1890

census have been des:royed. 14



Inthe viinity of cultivat ed fields
around the AbsalomAlbury house,
asdepicted inthe 1905 Krome
map, a cluster of buildings stood
on the ocean -side shore . They
includeda church and a schooi.
Some maps identify this sec:ion of
Tavernier as Lowespert.

TheAlbury family achieved local
prominence throu gh, among ether
ways, service as pos. master_For
ins:ance, af ;er DanielW. Riley's
appoirtmenttothe postinigaa,
Mertlin Albury served for ten years,
begnning on 21 Jantary 1916 and
Robert H.Albury began serving in
1926. RokertH. Albury's service
continued until 1453, akhough
abrief interruption occurred
duringWorld War Il. Lastly, Paul
E.Albuty received his pos: master
commission in 1953 (Clupper 1988;

Wi lk nson 2e00:161; Wilkinson
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2008¢, Wil kinson 20083).

As the ratlroad approac hed

Tavernier, the commun'ty’s largest

landhoders, the Lowe famiy and
the Albury brothers (J oseph
V. Absalom, and William)

sensed an o pportunity for profits
in real estate. In 1913and 1914,
they hired George L. MacDo nald
tosurveyandplat their father's
land into pacels. Soonthereafer,
the Albuiry brethers divided

the parcelsamong themsek es
through a deed dated s
AugLs:1e:14 (Monroe
Cetinty Deed Boek A-2,
Pages 163-167). South
of the Alburys, the 1913

included acis:ern only, Mrs. Ada E.
Albury's waterfrontlotincluded a
school, and the land of the Albuiry
brothers included aschoeltoo

The school, however, stood nearer
to the raikoad thanthe ocean The
parce|boundaries that divided the

plat of the AmosLowe o ' :

Homectead (Menroe T =
S e B L e

County Plat Book 1, Page #b;{%:#;;;" o .S

80) identified individual 3 5

ot land owners, who e

were familymembers, larids
and featuresofthe
community's built
environment at
thattime, which
still oriented itse lf toward the
ocean, rather than the railkoad.
For instance, Aus:in Sawyer’s
waterfront lotinckded a house,
SamW. Williams’s lotincluded a
house and cistern, Mrs.SarahE.
Johnson's waterfront lot inc luded
a house and acistern, Mrs.

Mary A. Sawyer’s waterfront lot

E ast Ceast Naihay Seean E ngine s toen
Taemice Crad P idler (Sevnce Stat: Lbray

a-d Anchives of Flanda)

nd among the Lowe family later
became the algnments followed
by such streetsin Tavemier as
Coconut Row, Lowe Street, Ocean
Avenue, Tavernier Trail, 8Beach
Road,and Sunrise Drivve.

The 1914 plat of the property
belonging toAbsalomAlbury,



William Albury,andloseP h

V. Albury did net identify the
names of lot owners (the
earlier mentioned deed has the
names) but itdid locate local
buik environment features: the
FEC raikoad right -of-way, the
FEC section heuse, and a few
sthdivisions of large lots into
buiding parcels hear the railread
{Monroe County Plat Book 1,
Page 64). Let lines fermed by
thedvision of the Albury estate
alseemerged as streets suc has
AtlanticCircle Drive.

By the 19z2as, thesettlement
atTavernirr had a pop ulatien

of approximately fifty families;
some efthem farmed while
others worked far the raikoad .
The community featured a small
number of commercial s:ores,
aservice station, a Method kt
church, and a schoolhouse
{Wells 1484: 6). Such commun ity
members as the Aburybrothers
owned land ®eyond Tavecnier,
sugqges:ing the ex:ent of

their fisrmingoperation and
inves:ments, The 1922 Menree

County TaxAscessment Roll
shewed Jeseph V. Albury, William
Albuiry, and Absalom Albcey
ewning preperty on Plantatien
Key in addition to their land on
Key Largo. The 1422 tax rells

ako indicated the tax burden of
the estate of Mary A. Sawyer in
Tavernier that inclidedfaur lots
i the Ames Lowe Hemestead
plat. The heirs of Mary A. Sawyer,
wife of George Sawyer, {including
George G. Sawyer, George B.
Sawyer, A. Le land Sawyer, Ida A,
Baldwin, and Melton E. Sawyer)
acquired the 14 -acre preperty
from Amos Lowe's Homes ead
trac: n1921 (Monroe County Deed
Beek A-4, Page 5e7). Leonard L.
Lowe ako paid taxe s onfaur lots in
the Am es Lewe Homestead plat.
Grace Culiingford paid t axe son
athree-acre lot, which had been
owned by Aus:in Sawyer.Ada
E.Albury and SarahE. Johnsen
also appeared in the tax rollsfac
preperty inTavernier ih 1922,

The years between 1410 and 1925
n Florida wit re sseda period of
substa ntial censtructien activity

on thewhole, which became
knewnh statewide as a Land
@oom. PoPu lation also increased
dramatically in F lecida at this
time. In Monme County, however,
enly Key Large expecienced the
developer's ac:ivity, The remainder
of the Keys was censidered to be
too remote far the full onslaught
of the speculat ive dave lopment
that characterized theboom. A
1926 hutricane that made landfal|
in Miam , failure by some buyers
te make payments en real estate
transac:ions, and res:rictions

on credit burst the spec ulative
bubble. Neverthe less, some of
Tavecnier's prominent citiaens
arcived during this period: Oliver
M. Woods, H.S,. McKenzle, and
Hacry Hareis, ameng ethers,
In1e25, ® M. Woods p latted
“Ollieweed,” which became the
Tavecnier Mo. 2 suibdivisionin
1929.Tavernier Ne. 2 emerged
from lots 19, 2@, part of 13, and
part of 18 in the Albury brethers’
property, which they and their
heirs transferred te Weeds

in 1924 (Monroe Cou nty 3
Deed Book B-5, Page 151).
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Subdivisien Name Pate Plat BeekfPage Owner Name

Sunny Meven 1996 118¢ Marlbwa 3, B3les

Knu st & Lane Re-subdivision 1524 1246 Wiliarm Knust and Bella Lane

Rar¢jo Besch 1923 2108 I'larey snc| Rl Tes id

Tavermier Ng,a 1525-3929 11179 and 2/8 ® .M. Woedsard .M. Weeds

Tovera®ée Beach, Asriergled 2928 uan I farinah snd Levriard L. L owe

Tavernier Cove 1524 1103 Wiliam Knustand Bella Lane

Sincjletess’s Ad dilion fo Taverniee Cove 1926 1113¢, hnSiglk fory

Tavernier Heigh % 1526 /180 Ada E.and Wilkam A lbury
Weeds did net limit his realestate sald fouref the lets theyeswned Redney Albury recalledt hat

investments to Key Largo. He
alse purchased Albury land en
Plantatien Key, whichhe platted
as Olliewes od Ne. 2 {Monree
County Plat Book 1, Page 1g0).
The Bepressien and Florida’s
post-Land Boom bearksh market,
hewever, defeated his plans and
led to tax default proceedings
GeorgeW._Albury acquired many
of the lots in @llieweod 2 in 1936
(Menree Ceunty Peed Beek G-q,
Page 325)and 1840 {Monree
County Deed Book J1, Page 39)
Deed research alse revealed that
inJuly 1421, Leonard L.
Lewe and Hannah Lewe

inthe Ames Lowe Homeastead

plat (Monree Ce unty Deed Beok
Ay, poge 507, Book Agpages 43s,
493494, and4e7). Many ef thece
large lots emerged asTavernier
cubdivisiens in the F lerida Land
Beom. Apletisa map of surveyed
land, scaledteshow division

of land, and ik used asa legal
decumentferland sale.

Inthe shert span ef timethat was
the Florida Land Beem, numesous
subdivisienp lats for Tavemier
appeared en paper, laying the
feundation ferthe community
landscape of the present . Ina 1975
newspaper interview, Captain

censtruction of the firstroad in
the Tavernier area mccuired circa
1926 (Eyerdam 1975) Thisdirt
raad preceeded uvp Key Laqo, and
state-fund ng provided for the
constn_ict ien of more roads and
bridges throughout the Keysfrom
1923 t® 1418 (Marzyck 1447: 143).
Roads became important facters
n area development, previding
settlers w ith more transportatien
optionsfer enterng and exiting
the keys.

Davelepersexploited t hece
transportationimprovements and
the sale of individual letsf-em
the Amos Lowe Hemestead plat



Borgesat {av
@ s R alway T tension (Sewrzes State Likray sc! the Largo Beach

Archivea of Flar*d:)

in 1g21by Hannah and Leonard
Lewve . The list of plats dating
between 1925 and 1928 illus:rates
the active real estate market at
the time (Table 1).

Allbut one of these plats
originated from ear [ler
subdivisions and sales of lots
fromthepiopesty of AmosLowe.
Except for their deed to @ .M.
Woods, which becameTavernier
Ne.2 (Monree County Plat

Book 1, Page 179), the Albury
brethe rs(Absalem, Wiliam, and
Joseph V) did not plat individual

Ouc& far C.nutluchion of thee

subdivisibns.
Rathe r, theysold
parcels n Tavernier
from thelots
delineated Intheir

1914 plat.
The unfuilfilled

ambitions of
specu lators
during the Land
8oom appeared
inthe designs for

subdivision. Here,

t he develoPers
anticipated large amountsef
dredgingand fillingto create
building lots and a pier where
mangrove swamPs stocd.
Streets named Euclid Place
and Washington Avenuve
were envisiened as arand
thoraughfares, but they remamn
as undeveloped swamp to date.
Based onresearch in newspapes
archives of the Key Largo Breeze
by Jerry Wilkinson, we know that
WH. Knust and E.F.Lane (Deila
Lane's husband) managedtheir
Key Largo real estate investments

from Miami.Lane, whowas

a member of the Key Largo
chamer of commerce; died in
2926. 0.M.Woods and Roger
Aburywere also chamber of
commerce members (Wikinson
personal communication 2ee8),
Puring the Great Depression,
the Keys suffered economicdly.
Key West had entered aperiod
of decline fallowing World War |,
wheh the U.S. Mavy reducedits
presence there. Inaddition, cdgar
manufacturing left the ity in
favor of Tampa, and t he sponge
fishin gindustry moved to Tarpon
Springs. Immense debt resulted
in the Federal Emargency Rei ef
Adminisirationtaking over

munic ppal finances in Monroe
County by 2933 (Tebeau 2971:
335387, 4@3). Housesbuitin
Tavernier duringthe Bepression
reflect the national economic
climate and the utilization ef
building materiak brought in by
theraitoad.The house at 14@
Tavern Peive and the house at
213 Sunrise Drive are fine
examp les of this point.



H.S. "Mac* Mackenzie,an
entrepre neue and builder, and his
wife Hazel moved to Taverniee
from Homestead in 1928, in'tiating
asignificant phase of cons:rud:ion
activity inTaverner. Mackenzie
built 3 small Sstandard Cil Service
Station (MO-e3627) and a druq
s:ore (now the vacant Copper
Kettle Restaurant (MO -03625)
along the new Overseas Highway.
Mackenzie ako Milt abuilding
intended to cetve as amovie
theatre but later became the
Tavernier Hotel (M@ -01996)
andthe Old Tavern Tea Room
(M®-03626). He operated a
water-hauling busihess, aswell.
Mackenzie’s businesses provided
impoitant woek opportunities for
Tavernier's residents, Even afer
the Depr ession, he buit homes on
the bay sideof Tavernier.

Harry Hareis buitthe heuise at

124 LoweS treet (M@01939 and

LHD o5-8) as aninvestment inthe

1g30s. Thesebuiding srefleci: the
growthofthe community
jus:afer the end of the
Land Beem and peior to the

tragic hurricane of 19 35 (Henry
2003;36)

Duringthe Great Depression, the
federalgovermment fu ndeda
New Deal prearam that previded
cons:rudion jobsered:ing
highway bridaes toreplace ferry

crossings of the @verceas Hig hway

in Monroe County: These feriy
crossings were located at No
Name Key, and betweenGrassy
Key and Lower Matecum be,

Work camps were established at
wWindley Key, site of an extensive
quany, and on Lower Matecumbe
Key.Cons:ruction of thebridges
began ineainest n mid-1m3g
(Henry 2ee3:38).

Significant changes inthe built
environment, as wel |l as significant
less of human|ife, eccurred

on Labor Bay1g3s, whens
hurricane made landfal lin Monree
County: The hureicane killed
approx mately 400 people and
destroyed much efthe FECKey
West Extension raikoad. Many of
those who lost thet lives werethe
aforement ioned highway woekers.

Nlcnicinsl <@ imcanz Vietuie

r\iz:ccum be Kd“& Fl.nd:z. fSOun.r

Lbrary oFCnnsncos Fare Sear ity
Adnisistration. @Mice of War

| I:m&sat-w ﬂw&.}g«apk C’"CC&-M)

The FEC decided not torebuild
the ralroad due to theextensiwe
repair costs, Instead, the FEC

sold the right-of .way and bridges
tothe s:ate. Three years later,

the Monroe County TollBridge
Commissien, with federal funding,
constructed a highway alongthe
former ralroad right-efway.This
p rofect supported the grawing



tourismindustry inthe
Florida KeysThe tropical
dimateand excellent fishing
opportu nities available in
the neacby Guf Stream

kept up teurists’ interest
inthe Keys (Well1984:

9). RodneyA Ik ury, CIiff
Carpente; and Eugene
Lowe su<<eeded as off-shore
captainsinthe charter bo at
kusiness during thisperiod
(Shrley Faye Albury persond
communi<ation 2008).

Folowing the deflat ion of

the Florida Land Boem andthe
Great Depresson, the Second
World War stimulated the region’s
economicrecovery. Specificaily
the U.S. Navy reactivated the

Key West station in World Warc ||
(Tebeau 1971:416) The expansion
of the nava|base n Key Wes:
necess tated the use of more
water than could be supplied

by cistems. Therefore, a water
pipeline from Florida Cityto

Key West was constru tedin

1941 (Tebeau 1971 4o4). Prior

to pipeline construction, peeple

Fiees en Kcs 1951 {Sm: ;';Clcn \J\':dcs
Libiarny, Meeroc Courgy Fubke Lk ary,
| alamovada)}

captured and stored rainwater
incistecns. Shickey Faye Abury
recalled that her father had a
cistern com posad of cypresstarks
withchacoalfilters, andthe
water was pumped to the house.
Even ifthe Navyhadnot i stalled
the pipeline, she added, “Conch
people would have survived”
(PersonalCommunication

2008). The term Conchonigira lly
referred to Bahamian fisherfolk
whoinduded the large marine
gastropod mullosks in their diets.
Residents ofthe Florid aKeyswith
Bahamian ancesiry use the term

to denote theic prouid heritage
(Fos:er19g9aa). Phlnsforsuch
a pipeline date from 192¢, but
Monroe County never completed
the preec:. The Florida Keys
Adqueduct Commission, which was
created in 1937, initiated sLrveys
and planning studies, butwater
did not reach Key Wes: until 1942
(Wilkinson Spring 1999 83-q).
Another rasident of Kay Largo,
Beauresard Albury, recalled
that cis:ernsrequirad reqular
maintenanc<e:

“To clean our cis:erns, wewould
pumpand bkail the watecout
and save It in barrels. Then, we
weuld scrub the cis:em andput
the water back in. We added
kerosene on top ef the waterfor
wigg e tails [mosquito larvae]”
IWilkinsen Summer 1999: 121).

Aerialphetographyof Tavemier,
taken between 1945 and 194c,
shows changesinthe landscape
that occurred after World Wac
Il--194 5 mapping shows an
agricuttural field (perhapsa
citrus greve) between Lewe
Street and Coconut Row, by

17



1955, only asmall patchworkof
the grove remained among houses
that had beenbuilt (Historic Aerial
Photegraphs of Upper Florida
Keys,1945,1947,and1o55.}

Inthe 1ggos, elec:ricty was
introduced tomany parts

of the Keysthat hadnever
experienced it on more than just
apart-time basis. In theearly
days Tavernier residents relied
enlocallyge rerated electric
power. HS. McKenzieinstalled
adiesel generator and ins:alled
dis:ributionlines to local homes
that desired the service. McKenzie
energized thelinesonly during
essential hours of the day.
Neverthel ess, this arrangem ent
was insufficient te allow fer
refrigeration of food. Therefore,
heusewives, accordingto Sharon
Wells (1g8¢4: 8),

“roas:ed and ground their

own coffee, made their own

yeast,and . .. preserved many

temsinsalt, inckding tubs of
lard and butter brought

18 by boat or rail. Stap les

of rice, flour, and beans were
erdered by the barrel aswas
pickled baef. Fresh milk was
totally unavailable, se canned
condensed milk served many
purposes, includingdasserts
which are world fanous today
(key lime pie).”

Such delicacies asice cream,
however, were made possikle
throughthe ingenuty of the

local Conchs ShirleyFaye Albury
(Personal Communication zoo8}
remem be red that her fat her

told her akout harvesting jelly
cocenuts as the key ingredient fer

han d-made ice cream, which was
<ooled in tubs ef rock salt and then
churned in the process of men
running wththe tus Buring the
New Pealera of President Frankiin
®. Roosevelt's adm nistration,

the Rural Elec:rification

Admin ktration assisted in
financing electrical disteibLtion
systemsin rural areas, suchasthe
Flocida Keys Elec:ric Cooperative
Associkion, Inc, which energized
its ines in 1942.Captan Eugene
Lowe served as the first manager
of the Florida Keys El ectric
Ceeperative Association, ln<,,

HC“"A’:‘S hes f\:rCraw&:h. 1955
(Seuirce: State Lray and Andoves:
of Florid:}

FEeh T:ryon the Kc(_p at FHlerb A!ct_rs
T ouwrist Cavrt. 1955 (Dewos Stazs
L:l‘xyv ad Aﬁ:hims oFFgand:)



plant inTavernier (Wi kinson
Winter 1aa4:81-82)

US Route 1 (the Overseas
Highway) was widened in several
locatiens along its reute through
the Flori da Keys beginning in

the 1960< The recenfigured
highway was most noticeable in
Key Largo. A new toll bridge at
Card Sound was builtin the early
1e4€0s. Furthermore, the Florida
Keys' reputation as avacation
des:nation providedsus:ained
support for realestate services
andtourism, which sup planted
agriculture inthe local economy
(Henry2003:34-40).

The Driftwood Lodgewas a
popularTavernier venuefromthe
19305t 0 the 19505, located at the
endof Sunrise Drive. Completion
of the Overseas Highway
simeilated business by bringing
more touricts te the area.lnthe
lste 19405, Raymond and Annie
Ma loney managedthe Drif:wood
Lodqeforits owner Adrian Rdllini,
anotewerthy jazz musi cian. Rollini
died nthelate 19505 and afiren
the 19605 destroyed the Driftwood

Lodge (Wikinson 2008d). Herb
Alley's Campground alsobecame a
popuilar touristdest ination at this
point inTavernier's history,



ouking at the his:ory of
avemler throughits built

environment provides an intanate
poitrait;ofthe community The
houses convey an assocjation
with local event s, community
founders, and some of Key
Largo’s pioneem g families An
und erstanding of the djvision of
family estates can provide answers
to whythe streetsare aligned jn
thelr present configuration. House
histones costiute acommunily
h istory that shows changes jn the
local economy, from agricuitural
production to real es:ate and
tourls: services. Moreover, the
buidigs themselves i vghlight
the value of vernaculer s:yle
archrtecture asa versatlle medlum
forsupportnig the complex needs
of a community like Tavernjer
Like peaple in motian, mary of
the houses themse|ves have a
moment of re-location jn thejr
own histary Far instance, the

Rodney Albury House,

the Merdin Albury House,

t|we Tavernier Methodist

Church, the Station Mas:er's
House, and some of the houses
along Lowe Street have traveled
about s they have become jocal
his:oric landmarks. Murricanes
have moved some houses of
their foundatioiss (or neeessitated
new house construction onthe

¢ e), while otherhomes lwave
beenmoved to new locations
Even the emergence of a historic
preservation movement n
Tavem ler s rooted in re-locating @
buiding, the Tavernjer Methodjs:
Chcrch. The histoncbuldsigs of
Tavernler represent a significant
collection of architectuial
resousces that provede an
impostant and rare visual and
phys«al ink to the town's past,
Thefellowing section, then,
provides the resuits of Intanswve
level research into the his:ory of
each conthbutig rescurce in the
Tavemler Historic District.

The following narrative isar rénged
alphabetically by addrees i
ascending order, Rather than
using the Rorida Master Site File
number or the historic name of

the house, s:reet {starting with
A and house numbers detemiine
the ordar of d escrtptions, Also,
the captioned photo direction
indIcates view direction, not
building elevation,

Tt

200 Albuiy Lane

The RodneyAlbury House

Bullt in1927, thisframe vemacular
style house belongedto a
descendent of one of Tavernier’s
proneering homesteading familjes;
theAlbuiys Rodney Albuiy, the
son of Wiliam and Ada Eiza
Albury became one of Tavernias's
well’known off-sh ore captajns in
thelocal sport-fishing industey
{Shirley Faye Albcry, Personal
Comwmunicatiosl, 21 May 2008).

Sharon Wells {1484) noted that the
Roduey Albuwry House featured a
barsel cistemn and lumktee recycjed
from a johnson family house at
Plantee Capt. Rodney Abury
moved the housetoits present



locat fon from Pla nter by barge.
Peed research indicated that Capi.
Abcry had owned the prepeity
since 1925 (Monree Ceu nty Deed
Book 85, Page 276) when his
paren tstransferred the property
to him.

out of the family in 1ee1
{(Monree Ceunty Deed Beek
1890, Page §08).

The house, which warrants
local histeric desMnation,
continues, despte
centemparary alterations
and additions, to convey
its his:oric arch tectural
associations. & s a well-
maintained example of
lecal frame vernacular

Born Malcolm Rodney Albury in
1890 toWillam andAda Eliza
Albury in Florida, Capt. Redney
Abury wasa 4 o-year-old truck
faimer married te Myrtle O _Allury
with three childcen (Marorie G, T domesti architectuice.

R Edward, andWillamA Albury), et - Furthermere, it cenveys 3
according to the 1830 US census Rudncy Allney Standng on the Pench notewoithy connaction with
pepu lation schedule. Capi. Redney .“ﬁ:?,km 5_1”0 (Seurse State Planter, Tavernier's original
Abcry died in1984, ard his 1 brary and Accimes of Flocida) community, and one of
executers transferred the preperty Tavernier's pionear families
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140 Atlantic Circle Prive

This masonry vernacu lar s:yle,
one-story residence dates from
1958, accerding to Monroe County
ProPertyAppraiser data. The
house reflects pest-Werld War |l
buildingtrends in Florida with its
emphasiks on simplicity and use of
new buidingtechnele gies, The
house standson Lot 1 in Bleck B,
a parcefin O.M. Weods’s Tavernier
2 suidivision, which was part of
the Abury brothers’ prepeity
surveyedinthe early-twentieth
cantury. Infact, Roger L. Albury
and Sarah L. A lbury cenveyed the
propeity to H.C, Griffee in 1¢54
(Menroe County PeedBook 21,

1D Adanhic Cvde .rwe
Facing Southcast st

Page 25). Hubet C. Griffee and
Clara N. Griffee owned 't until
1984, when they transferred it to
Edna P.Carrera(Monroe County
Peed Booke76, Page 77e). The
house reflects adaptations te the
local environment inits operable
clhmshell awnings and sterm
window protec tien system

143 Atlantic Circle Prive

This ma sonry vernac ular sty le,
qaklefrontresidence datesfrem
19 57,accordingto Monroe County
Property Appraiser data. Like
t.sneighbor, the house reflects
pest-WorldWar ll buiding trends
n Floridawith its emPhasison
simplicity and use of new building
technologies. The one-story
heuse bears the influence, in this
massingand materials, ofthe Alice
Lowe Helse and the other Red
Cross HousegHurricane Housses in
Tavernier.The house standson a
parcelthat was pait of the Albury
brothers’ property surveyed in the
earlytwentieth century, Absalom
A lbury purc hasedit from his
trothers and sis:efs-in-law {Joseph
V.and Mary F.Abury and William

143 ng tle C'r‘d: Ednc
f::cuns Nerth

and Ada E.Albuiy)on 5 August
1914 (Menroe Cetinty Beed Boek
A2.167). Roger L. Alburyacquired
the property, which was part

of hises:ate, ncluding a1456
Plymouth four-door sedan, at the
time of his death in 1962 (Menree
County Probate Record 8, Page
158A). Beed records indicate that
the house remained inthe Albury
family until19e6. SharonWelk
noted (1984) that a cistern was
located on the propeity.



| . |

This fra me vernacular style house
was built in 1838, according

to Monree County Preperty
Appraicer data. Thisone-s:ory
house reflects post-Land Boom
building trends in Florida andthe
vernacu lar buildingmode with its
emphasis onsimplicity and uce of
availa ble building technologies.
The house standsonlLot 14 in
Bleck B, a parcel in O.M.Weods's
Tavernier No. z subdivision, w hich
was part of the Aburybrothers'
propertysurveyed in the e ar [y-
twentieth century

The house, which watsrants local
hi storicde signation, continues to

166 Atlotic Orck Peie
Fauns N.l 8‘

convey its historicarchtec:ural
associations It is a well-
maintained exampl e of local frame
vernacular demesti; architeciwe
and contributes to the significance
of the Taver nier Histeric Pistrict.

k
This frame vernacular s:yle hou<e
wasbuiltin 1843, accord ing
to Monroe County Property
Appraiser data. The house reflects
pos:-Land Boom building tre nds
in Flosidawith its emphasis.on
simplic'ty and use of available
building technologiss and
materials, s ch as s:one and
poured concrete . Twe adjoining
shed roofs form this interesting
roof profile. So me residents of
Tavernier affectionatelycallit
the “RanchMHouse."The house
s:andsenloticinBlockB,a
parcel inO0.M. Woodss Tavernier
No. 2 subdivision, which was part
of the Alburybrot hers'property
surveyed in the early-twentieth
centuiry:

Deed research revealed that Hazel
R.McKenzieand H.5. McKenzie,

who was a prominent localbuilder
and bushessman, ware early
owners of the property and built
the house, They sold t teGladys
H. Sticher in 1981 {Monroe Co unty
Deed Book 222, Page 214). g7y
Gladys St icher sold the property to
Thelma Vickery (Monroe County
Deed 8ook 5g8, Page 714}, and
tremained hthe Vickeryfamily
untiligec.

| 8¢ irele D

,;;c nh& No«thweat



1go Atlantk Circle Dnve

This framevernacular s:yle house
{formerly the Methodist Church
Parsonage) was built in1g33,
according t o Monroe County
PropertyAppraicer data, The
house reflects post-Land Boom
building trends in Flor ida w ith its
emphasis on smplicity and use
of available building technolegies
andmaterials, The use of plousie
wihdows peints te acommen
fenes:ration techniqueinsouthem
Flovida. The onestory house
standson Lot 26 in Block A, a
parcel in @ .M. Woods's Tavernier
No.2subdivision, which was part
of the Albury brothers’ property
surveyedin the early-twentiet h
centuiry.

In 1874, the Burton Memorial
Unted Met hodis: Church and

the board of trustees of the
Matecumbe United M ethodis:
Churchsold the preperty to
private individual s (Monroe
County Daed Book 580, pp.455
and 551

2¢

190 Atlsctie Crrele Orne

Novthwest

1 Ballas: Trail

Alice Lowe HousefRed Cross House
Built in 1035, the hou se provides
animmediate reflec:ion on

the consequences of t he 1935
hurricane. Feor those who lest
loved ones inthe hurricane, the
disaster was catac |$’Sm k. For
those who survived, housing needs
were inmediate and the promise
of a hurticane p raof hou'se proved
catalvtic in the architectutal
history of the Florida Keys, kading
to houises elavated onstilts abeve
the floodp lain and an emphasi s on
concrete structural system.s

Alice L. Lowe, originally from Key
West, and her huskand Edward R,
Lowe were prominent community
mem bers in Tavernier. Edward R,
Lowe served as a paramedic fer
the Florida East Coast Railroad
andremained n Tavernier. Later,
“Do<” Lewe sei'red as ajustice of
the peace (Wilkinson 1999:175).
During the 1835 hurricane, the
surging s:orm cai¢ ied their ortgi nal
house into the ocean (Burton 1487

44).



After iving inthe home of Qif
Cacpenter, the Lowes 0<r upied
their new hurrican e-Proof house
inlate 19435, The19355:0rm

was notthe |as: to assault their
home. It withstood the insults of
Hufricane Ponna aswell. In the
19705, the holise endureda period
of neglect. Afer thedeath of her
husbandAlice L. Lowe had moved
to Miami to live with family prior
toher own death on 13 May 1974 .
Shewas livingwith her grandson
Jerry Lowe & the time, Curing the
proceedings that aec ompanied
the settlemeant of her estate, an
appra iser commentedonthe
cond iti on of the house;

"There is also,” he wrote,
"on the shore, anold poured
concretecottage (era 183g),
indeteciorating condition.*
(Monroe County Will Book
OR+, Page 142, and Probate
#74-124-CP-12).
Sharon Wells (1984 ) noted that the
Alice Lowe House stands above an
18poo-galion cisternwithinthe
footprint of the house and that
grave sites are on the propeity.

She andShkleyFaye Albiiry
aboidentified twoburials on

the propeaity —Captan Samuel
Williams and his wife Beatrice
Wiiliams.The 1913 plat of the
Amos Lowe Homestead identifies
SamcuelWilliams's homelot and
<lstern (Monroe County Plat Book
1, page 8o) at this location.

As for itsconstruction, the builders
utilized pouredconceteas the
structural system. Built through
federal work relief program
funding and supervised by O .A.
Sundsquist, thebeilding featcres
1 8-nch-thick reirforced concrete
and castconcrete roofs, which
fed the cistern. Elevating the

first floor above t he floodplain
was another inmovationinthe
house design necessitatedby the
hurricane cycle{Wells 16484:11).
The LoweHouse &, rightlyso, a
recommeanded Monroe Co unty
His:oric Landmark (LHO e5-13),
and it shares acommon hictery
with smilar housesint he area.
Forinstance, thisis one of two
houses inTavernier that belong to
a larger group of Works Progress

Alice L awe [louse circs 1295 Facing
Seuthwess

I Phallast T-;-||||' Acer [ ase

Administration- (WPA) funded
housing p roects, num kacing 2.,
that are located elsewhere in the
Upper Keys.Thay are known as
Hurricane Houses andfor

Red Cross Houses, andthey 25
nclude s:hools and hurricane



74

she lters (Wilk inson 200 8b; A |buiry
1985)

Fellow ing the traaic hurricane, this
type of hou'se was promoted as
"hurricane proof,” as were other
smilar buidingscons:ructed
inthe Keys For nstance, the
Fadera|Writers Pragec: guide to
Florida praised the house for it=
substantial construction: "The
average fourqoom hou se of
reinforced concrete const ruction
contains approximat ely 80,000
pounds ofsteel,; steelrods anchor
the house tosohd rock. The roof,
floors, and walls are of concrete;
the walk are afoot-thick. All
partitions extend from the roef
through the house to bedrock.
Window sashes are of steel, with
doublestrength glass and double
sh utters.Weod is used in the
triple-strength cypress doors.
Brainppesrun from the roof te
a csterncutin the bedrockunder
the house, providingwaterin
emergencies” (Federal Writers’
Project 1984).

178 Beach Road

This frame vemac ular style house
was built n 1941 according

to Monree County Property

Appra iser dat a. T he house refl ects
poct-Land Boem buikling trends

N Florida with tsemphasison
simplicityanduse of available
building technologies and
materials. The heuse standson Lot
1w inBlock A, of the Amos Lowe
Homestead subdivisien, which was
ba2queathed to Leonard Lowe.

Deedresearch indicatedthat Jack
Lendon, an masly member of the
Old Tavernier TownAssociation,
apreperty developer active in
Tavernies inthe late 198as and
19905, and a Menroe County

|78 E}:'.‘u.‘ h ﬁ.. vand I- AN, "bjl wotbiieat

politiclan, owned this proper ty
w'th his wife (Monroe County
®eed Book g2z, Page q07).The
Londons sokl the property in 1aa5
(Monroe County Bead Book 1348,
Page1ze).

189 Beach Road, former address
(142 Lowe St , current address)
TheOliver "Ollie” M. Woods House
has been altered throughout

its | ife, bet it still conveys a
connection with one of Tavernier's
early commun ity bed ders through
its styleof cons:ruciion. Many

of the alterations have been
completed in response to the
insLilts of severe weather. Twice,
hurricanes have pushed the house
of its foundation. As a result,

a poured concrete foundation
system of piers date from 1960,
when the house was elevated
above the floodplan. According

to Monroe County Preperty
Appraiserdata, the house, whichis
on a lotinthe amended Tavernier
B8each subdivision, dates from
1948, however, previous histerians
determined through his:oric
mapp g that the censtriction



occurred before 1935. H.S.

McKe nzie built the residence,
acord ing to anartick inthe
Flerida Keys Keyneter (1996)
Furthermore,the Woods family
had been living inTaverniaras
early as 19428. Woodsdied in 1934.

Borrin Missouriin 1887, OM.
Woods was a 4 3-year-eld retail
merchant who oper ated a

kx<al drugstere and married

to Josephine M. Wood swith
onechildintheir heuseheld(a
step -daughter named Peggy),
accerding tothe 1930 US census
populatio n schedule. Josephire
and Peggy were bominNewYork
Prior to 1930, O.M. Woods lived
inKansas and Chicage, linois,
with hisfirs: wife. For example,
the popu latien schedule ofthe
1g92c US censusidentified O.M.
Weodsin Hyde Park, Coek County,
Illinois, as the 32-year-oldhead

of ahouseholdwith a32-year-

old wife named Bessie, whowas
born in lllinois. Togeth er,they had
twe sens (Pelmar and Pexte r,
both nine-yearso ld). The boys
were bern in Kansas He was

working as a oomcorn trader
n1e2e Earlier, 0.M.Woods was
working as arealestate agent,

an experiencethat shaped his

later activitiesinTavernier.For
example, the pop ulatienschedul e
of the 1g10 US census enumerated
.M. Woods in Seward County,
Kansas, as the 23-year-old head
of a househeld with a 22year-old
wife named Bessie, who was born
nillineis. n 1910, ® M. Weeds was
working as arealestate aqentin
Kansas.

Jerry Wilkinson (2003d) arques
that O.M. Woods moved to

Tavernier inthe late 1920¢. He
partneredwith H.S. McKenzie

139 Fyeach Foad Fac

L4 r"l.:-c e et

ina business that involved
censtruciion ef petreleumn storage
tanks. He alsc worked as an

agent for Standard Qilwhenthe
Overseas Highway opaned to
vehicular traffic.

According te 2 netice dated

June 20, 1928 in the Key Largo
Breeze newspaper, the Standard
Qi] Company, through Woods,
anneunced that it "will erect
s:orage tanks and warehouses
within the next few weeks *
Woods recertly se ld the company
a parcel "hav ng 190 feet of
frontage on Dixie Highway and
the same trackage onthe F.E.C.
Railway near its s:atio n.” Woods's
invo kementin the local retat
drugindustry and patraleum
service in 1930 indicates hisvaried
business nterests. These varied
interests also inc kided real ectate
speculation, whichbz2gan upon
hicarrivalin Tavernier in 1e2¢,
according te numereus deeds
executed by him inthatyear.
Later, the 1947 MonroeCounty Tax
Assessment Roll ndicat ed

the ex:ent of Weeds s real 27



estate holdings inTavernier. For
example, Weods and McKenzie
owned fifteen lote intheTavernier
No. 2 subdivision.The O.M
Woods House poste ssessufficient
architecturaland historical

sin fficance to be designated
Monree County Histeric Landmark
(LH® g5-4).

Built in 1m35, ascordi1g to Monroe
County Prepeity Appraiser

data, this frame vernacular s:yle
heuse en lot 4 of the Sunny
Haven subdivision stands one
story tal. This gable-fent heuse
typffies vernacular style domestic
architecture, the mainstayofthe
histo ric distrid:'s significance .

Peed researchindikated that
Jack Londen, a local develeper
inTavernier mentioned earlier,
ownhed this preperty, begimning h
1983, and moving the residence
to its prezent locaton before his
deathin 2005 {MonroeCounty
Deed Book 37, Page 749). Jack
Lendon sokl the propeity in
1887 to Holt E. and Patricia

188 ]".':.1 I R:l.‘l.\_l | SIS erl- |

B. Loeffler (Monroe County Deed
Boek 1029, Page 24823).

The Station Master’s House,
which dates from circa 1434,

was Moved to this location
between 1945-1450. The building
functioned as a dweliing n Rock
Harber situatedbythe depet for

an offick |l ofthe Florid aEast (o as:

Railread’s KeyWest Extension
prior to the 1935 hurricane. The
wrap-areund porch is net original
tothe house (Wilkinsonaeolb).

Maitha B. Batesrecordedthe
Sunny Haven platin 1926 (Menroe

County Plat Book 1, Page18s).
Maitha B. Bates, a widew livingin
Miam|, sold parcel 3, the lot where
the dwelling currently s:ands, as
an empty lot to George and Viola
Carter in 1925 (Menree County
Deed Book C-2, Page 392).

The Miami Herald featured the
Station Master's House as an
illus:ratien of historic preservation
activitles gearing up In Tavernier
n1484, wth Jack Lendon altering
the historic architectural fabric

of the building for contemporary
needs (Dun lop 1882).

200 [Seazh Resd
lzac-ns Nerttrweat



The Geiger Packing Heuse

This sign fficant commer cial
building dates from 1914q.
Precently, it stands on lot one in
the amended plat of Tavernier
Beach (Monroe County Plat
Geok 1, Page 201). Leenard L
and Hannah Lowe transerred
the propertyto G.C. Geiger

on 26 @ctober 1431 (Monr ce
Celuinty Peecd Boeok @3, Page
371)- In 12947, G.C. Gelger o Id
the property to Jameas G. and Il
M. Donaldson {Monroe County
Peed Book G2a, Page 275-27¢)
Thepraperty remained in the
Penaldsonfamily until1e7e
{Mcnroe Ccounty Deed Beek

105 C eccrns Rew
Facing North

794, Page 1943). WalterE. and
Nancy W, Stoetzer acquired the
proPerty in 1986 (Monroe County
Peed Bee kapg, Page 1574). The
Stoetzers lived in Qeveland,
Qhie, and they were the preperty
owrers atthetimethe packing
heLise wasrecommended fer lecal
his:ork designation. Theysdld the
property in 2000 (Monroe County
Deed Book 1633, Page 758-761) to
its curre nt owners.

Inthe eacly-twentieth century,
many ef Tavernier's farmers (and
Key Largo's farm ers) operated
truck farms, using the nearby
railroad to shiptherr prodicts
Fellowing the pineapple Blight,
many farms on Key Largo turned
te tomatecrops. The upper s:ery
of the packing house functioned
as alivingspace, according to
Alice Allen (Alice Allen personal
communication 2ee8).

Alterationstathe building include
the constructien of aseccnd-story
porch andan attached garage. The
alterations datefrem 1486, whe n

Walter Stoetzer hired Joe Bizjak, a

Taveraler contractor, to renavate
the reef, the wood siding, ins:all
new doars and windows, and
update the plumbing and e lec:rical
system, based on a Manroe
County building permit. A 1965
phatograph on the Monroe County
real property record card shews
that the building had exposed
rafter tails and metal clamsheit
awnings. Fascia boards now
obscure the exposed rafter tails,
and the metal clamshell awnings
have been discarded, in favor of

8ahamas-s:yle louvered shutters.

Aerial photography frem 1445
shows an agriculturalfield
ex:ending from the building tc the
ocean. Situated between Lowe
Street and Coconut Rew, the field
may have beenacitn.isgrave
(Histeric Aekial Photearaphs of
Upper Florida Keys 1945).

LY



115 Coconut Row
This frame vernacularstyle house
was builtin 1948, accardingto
Monree County Preperty App raiser
data. The house reflects mid-
century building treads in Florida
with " ts em phasis onsimplicity
and use of available building
technologies and materialk. The
house stands on Lot §in Leonard
and Hannah Lowes amended
Tavernier Beach subdivision.
The Santini family, of Hitchcock
Texas, ewvned the preperty at the
time of the houses cons:ruc:ion
(Monroe County Deed Beok G18,
Page 326). The 1§47 Monroe
County Tax Assessment Roll
indicated that Law ren<e Santini
ownedthe property. The praperty
stayed inthe Santihifamiyuntil
1578 (Monroe County Deed 8oo k
773 Page 1196). Since 1978, the
property has changed hands
frequently. Add itional ly, the house
appears to have beenrealigned on
itspresent lot. For example, the
gable end facade facedthestreet
ina 1965 phetograph, plan
view sketches, and a 1952
photearaph included on

on Lot 5 in Leonard and Hannah
Lewe’s amended Tavernier Beach
subd vision.The gabl e-on-hip roof
profile allows for adequate roef
ventilation.

Inthe past, the facade featiired
apoured concrete stoop and
projecting gable overs the doorway,
based on a 1985 photodraphon
the Monroe County re al property
record card. Since that time, a
shed-roof posch projec:sfrom

the facadeandmetalawnings
windows have been ins:alled,
repla<ing eat lier fenestration.

11 5C eecevs Row
E::-‘rg N)r:B.Nodhc:s:

the Monroe County real property
record card.Since that time, a
one-bay-wide garage has been
appended tothegable end, and
the jalousie windows have been
replaced.A lattice pergela has
been installed in the front yard.

125 Coconiit Row

Like its n eighbor, this frame
vernacu lar sty le house dates from
the Woeld War ll era, specificd ly
1942, according to Monree County
Property Appraiser data. The
house reflects post4L.and Boem
building trend sin Floridawith its
emphasison simplicity and use

of available building techndogies
and materials. The house stands

129 CownutR on
Facing Narth of Narthesst



Like its neighkor, thisframe
vernacuilar siyle haus e dates fram
the World War Il era, specifically
1855, accard ing to Monrae
Caunty Property Appraiser data.
The hause reflec:s mid century
building trends In Flarida, with its
emphasi ansimplicity and use
of avalable buildng technolegies
and mat erials, The hause stands

on 3 low cencrete ples foundation.

t son Lot 8 inLeonard and
Hannah Lowe's amended
Tavernier Beach subdivislon.

Based on a 1965 phataq raph on
the Manree County real property
recard card, the house hasnot
undergene extensive akerations.

L2 Coc(mu: [‘_\‘w
Fx-ns N.ﬂhcas:

A 1872 photograph on the Monrae
County real preperty record card
shaws no frant porch anly as:oap
and asbestos shingles|ding. The
parch hasbeen addedand the
ashestas siding either removed

ar covered by vertical vinyl siding
since 1972. This maodest heuise
illus:rates an expad ient way of
meetinghousihg needsfellow hg
World War .

Like ks nelghbar at 183 Cacanct
Row, this fra me vernaculas

s:ylke house datesfram 1ms3,
according to Monree County
Prapeity APPraiser d ata. The
house reflec:s mid-century
bulldingtrends in Florida, with
emphasis onsimpliclty and use
of available building techna loqies
and materials. The heuise stands
on Lot qin Leonard and Hannah
Lowe s amended Tavernier Beach
subdivision.

The house has been elevatedto

avoid hurricane flood damage, A
1865 photagraph anthe Marrae
County real preperty recard

card showsa ground-flaor door

[ e L A Sl A TH r'\l:-cll.u| AceT et heasl

apeiture unfinished, t he hause had
been elevated onconcrete blocks
atthat time. By 1472, the original
windaws had been replaced with
metal awning windows, Shirley
Vendersaar owned the property
from 1973 to 1g8e (Manoe

County Deed Book 561, Page

615, and Monroe Court y Beed
Book 822, Page 18).The current
owners, Ronald Eugene and Nettie
Oowmand, Installed the apen
wood porch and stalrs, basedon

a 1887 Maonroe County build ing
permt

This isacammanexample

of Tavernlar vernaccilar-style
domestic arch'tecture

altered nrespanse ta 51
environmental conditions



Like its nelghbor, this frame

vern acular sty le house dates from
the World War ll era, specifically
1953, according to Marroe

County Propeity Ap praiser data.
The hause reflects mid-century
buildingtrendsin Florid g with ts
emphasis onsimplicity and use

of availble buildingtechrologies
and materials. The eaves of the
house feature exposedrafier
taik—a typical detailin frame
vernacular style houses.The house
standson lots 12, 13, 14,22, and 23
in tlock10f Leonard and Hannah
Lowe’s 1628 amended Tavernier
Beach aubdivision (Monroe Ceunty
Plat Boek 1, Page 20).

Ths maodes: hause ilustrates an
expadient way of meeting housing
needs following World Warlll. L.
Jack Vickers owned the lot in 1947,
aecordingto Monroe County's

tax ascessment rolls. John C. and
Lo M. Stormont acquired the
property inigz3 from L. Jack and
Cecelia®. Vickers (Marroe County
®eed Book 537, Page 854)

While the heuse
possesses slgnificant

architecturalqualities, its
ownersp ayed a significantrole
in rasng Tavemnier’s historical
consciousness By arganizing
the effortto cave the Methadis:
Church and by intiating the Old
Tavernier Town Assaciation,
John and Lois Stormant eamed
a prominent place inTavernier’s

early historic preservation effoit.

They alerted the media tothe
cavuse of his:oric prese rvation
and helped raise fiunds for

re locating the Methodist Church
and the Merlin Abury house to
their present locationon the
Overseas Highway. This house
warrants desighation as a local
histaric landmark for its histeric
architecture and its associatien
with impertant lecal residents.

183 Cocamit [Nom f:.'x-ng North

181 Coconut Row

Thisone-stary frame vetnacular
style house standson alow
concrete piec foundation and
dates from 1925. Aerial mapping
from 1945 suggests the possibility
that this house was maovedto this
location hthe aggos. Ittypifies
the s:yle, materials, massing, and
setting of Tavernier's architecture
during theformative years of the
cemmunhity and the Land Boem
jus:prior to the Pepression.

The gable end fronts the street.
Also, the gable ends of theroof
feature brackets and mekled rake
boards, typical features of frame
vernacular style houses The house
i5 als0 notewor thy for tsretention
of the historic, glazed font door
and other otiginal interior doors,
doarknobs, and pine floors.

When Karl Henry and Thelma G.
Vickery acquired the property
from Macie A. McGeaghinigzo
{Monroe County Deed 8aok 462,
Page 76¢) the fagade featured

a poured concrete stoop and
clam shell awnings, and the eas:
elevation featured a carport,



181 C ocaniit |~;.ﬂw

faclns North

based on animage on the

Monroe County real property
record card. Sincethat time, the
carport has been converted into

a gable-rod side addition aligred
perpendicular to the main block of
the house, and the concretestoop
has been replaced by awoed
porch and set of <:airs

This dwel ling exemplifies
Tavernier s early framever nacular
s:yle of domes:ic architecture,

t akso illus:rates ground -level
censtriiction of the foundation.
Current concrete block building
methods and hurricane efevation
requirements have rendered

t histype of heuse foundation
obcolete.

The house at 181 Coconut Row
is adesignated Monroe county
Histoeic Landmark (LHO g4-11).

Built circa1q48, thicframe
vernacular style house s:ands

on concrete block piers. The
gable end of the building faces
the street. Thefagade features
an enclosed, shed-rodf porch. A
shed-roof additien extends from
the wes:elevation. Thecurrent
owaner,Joe Miklas, acquired the
property in 1977 (Monroe County
Deed Book 727, Page 116) from
M. Martin and SaraD.8lack The
house i on Lot 6 n Block 10 of the

250 Lexeb: Avcnue
Facing Sout weat

249 Liacaln Avenie
[: sung 5oue\< o=t

Large Beach subdivision (Monroe
County Plats Book 1, Pagea180),
Sylvia Murphy, a former owner,
recalled that prior te Hurficane
Donna in 1960, the house s:0od
on elevated concrete piers, The
storm t pped the house over and
of ef its foundation legs. “We |es:
everything we had in that house,”
she said (Syvia Murphy persenal
communicat ion 2008). Whanthe
house was repaired, elevated
foluindation piess were not used.
The houise was constructedby a
Miami policeman as a weekend
cottage after Werld War Il (Sylvia
Murphy personalcommuni-
cation2008).



Harry and Ruth Tedd filed this
platin ig 25 The plat illustrates
grand designs for awateifront
deve lopment that neves

matesi alized. The de sign included
a pier and bulkhead extending
bayonrd the existing shoreline. This
section of Tavernier has withessed
less deve bpment than other

parts of town.

o

114 Lowe Street

This house datesfrom circa 1915
and wasbuit for Hasry Haress, one
ofTavernier's prominent citize ns,
politicians, and developers This
was not Harris's primary residence.,
The dwellingoccupies Lot 32in
the Tavernier Beach subdivisien
plat of the Leonard and Ham ah
Lowe (Menree County Plat Beok
1, Page 201). The frame vernacuilar
style house is rectangularinplan.
The original fenes:ratio nand
doors have been removed, and
Bahamasstyle louveredshutters
have been instaliad.

Following Harry Harsis'sownership
of the propeity, 4. Elmer and Haze |

Facing Sedthwest

Marle Keefer owned thishouse
{(Monroe County Deed Book G-27,
Page 344).The Keeferstransfesred
the property in1g54 (Monroe
County Deed 8ock 17, Page 3e0)
te Chester Earl and RuthE. Bock.
The Bocks were married on 10 May
1854, and Chester E. Bockdied on
22 Augus: 1968 (Morroe County
Peed Boek 1505, Page 1492). Ruth
Bock died in 19qq, but bafere

har death, she pursuied Monree
County loca) his:ori land mark
designatien of her heme. Robert
C. Stoky, I, acquired t he property
in 1998 (Monree County Deed
Bock 1587, Page 2053). Stoky sold
the property to its current owner,
Linda Gay Reedy, in 2002 (Monroe
County Deed Bock 1813, Page
1014).

The house ilustratesthe rele of
develbpers and speculativehome
cenhstruction inthe economic
his:ory of Tavernier.



122 Lowe Street

This lecally designated historic
frame vernacular style house
dates fromcirca 1435and is
assoclated with Harry Harris, one
of Tavernier's prominent citizens,
politicians,and developers. Harris
wsed the dwelling a< a primary
residenceatonetime.The
dwelling occuples parts of lets

6 and 31 in the Tavernier 8each
subdivisien plat of the Leonard
and Harnn zh Lowe (Monr oe
County Plat Beek 1, Page 201).
Theframe vernacular s:yle house
& rectanquler inplan, witha
prajec:ingfiont entry. Exposed
vafter tails are vkible in theeaves
e fthe low-pitched hipped roef
Theortginalstding is stillevident,
and Bahamas-style louvered
shutte rs have been ins:alled

e nthe facade. The interior has
Pade County pine floors. As for
ferestration, the double-hung,
wood sa shwindows feature a ene-
ever-onelight pat:ern

Following Harry Harris's ownership
of the property, J. Eimer and Hazel
Marie Keefer owned thishouse

(Monroe County Deed Book 431,
Page 244, and Monroe Cou rty
Deed Book 4 e9, Page 121) The
Keefers trans‘emred the property
in 1969 (Monroe County De ed
ook 437, Page ¢a5) to Marsden
L. williams. Williame died in147s,
and he bequeathed hk estate to
hissonWilliamE .Raye (Morroe
County Deed Book 661. Page
8551) Raye trans‘erred the
propertyto BarbaraHarwood in
1443 (Monroe Court y Beed Book
1248, Page 418). Barbara Harwood
pursued Monroe County local
histeric landmark desianatien of
her homeiniee7 Harwood sold
the property to itscusrent owner,
Carel L. Vol land, in 2ee2 {(Monroe

Jrx |_ L:-u.':-._':‘-:ll reet :_..'I-\.'ir‘:l.l\_'_.\_l_'Ell'\-..l‘I'l'-'n-.‘lT

County Deed Book 176 4, Page
2023)

Like its neighbor, t he house
features the conventional,
around-Ievel foundatjon system
oncetypical in Tavernier befare
the advent of cencrete block
building metheds and hurricane
e ke vation requirements. Also,
the heuse il strates the
practices of develope rs and local
entrepreneurs in specylative hame
cons:ruction inTavernier.

e



This house, a potential M onroe
County his:ori landmark, dates
from circa1g3sand isassociated
w Ith rairoad butldings and
Harry Harris, one of Tavernier's
praminent citizens, politicians,
and davelopers. The 1996 staf’
designation report assertsthat
the front reom of the dwelling
fermerlyserved as office space at
the railroad de pot, before it was
moved to thislocation, based on
Martin Krebs's investiqations.

This frame vernacular style
dwelling occupies Lot 3o inthe
Tavernier Beach subdivisien plat
of the Leonard and Hannah Lowe
(Monree County Plat Beek 1, Page
201). Krebs akos:atedthat Harry
Harrislived inthe d welling.

This modest heuise isrectanaular
n plan.The original fenes ration
and doors have been removed. It
typfiesthe frame vernaculars:yle
of domestic architecture.

Harry Harris's ownership of the
propesty wegan in 1944
(Monree County Deed
8ook E-2, Page 582). He

sol the propesty in February 1978
(Monroe County Deed 8 ook 644,
Page c87)toPaul KandhMormaO.
Snyder, who he Id itvery briefly.
The Snyders sold the property

to Wiliam G eerge Williams in
Septem ber 1976 {Monroe County
Deed 800k 674, Page 792).In
1986, Wiliiams, who hadfiled for
mankruptcy, sold the property te
Martin B. Krebs (MonroeCounty
Deed 800k g81, Page 2026-2038).
The propertyremained inthe

Krebs family until1gg7 (Menroe
County Beed Book 1473, Page

1332).

Zing, _‘!h. I|||‘i1

Dating from 1948,this frame
vernacylar features a Jakle roef
with threetah, standard strip,
asphalt shinQles,rakeboards, new
windowe, and a s:Licco exterlor.
Thefrontporch has been enclo sed
Haavy vegetation and a highwood
fence olscure views o fthe house
from the street. Althoughaliered,
as a vernacular style tuilding, 't
conveysthe architecturalcharac &r
and histeric sign ficance ofthe
Tavemier His:oric BisTic:. An

early prope rty owner was David
R.Stuart, who trans‘erredthe
prepesty te J H Willlams and
CM.Inglein March 1945 (Monroe
County Deed Book E -2, Page §00).

| 'n.'.ll_ [ | et r:.'l.' ';"_::JIIII'I-I'.'.-\. al



157 Lowe Street

This frame vernacular sty le
dwelling dates fro m 1935. The
house, whi hstands at the
intercection of Beach Road and
Lowe Street, is rectangularin
plan. The original fenest ration
and doors have been removed.
Thefacade features afull-width,
scree ned frent porc hwith a half
hip roof. @mament al det ails
hclude exposedraf:e rtails,
Dutch lapwood siding, and
corner boards. This aable front
house typifies frame verracular
style demestic architecture, the
mains:ay of the historic distric:'s
significance.

157 i g .'__-:-Ir-'a. t '}—'.-,.-..-:q N:ll‘l heast

The dweliing occuiples Lot 1o inthe
subdivisien plat of the Amos Lowe
Homeste ad on Key Largo (Monroe
County Plat Beek 1, Page 8e)
Captain Samuel C. Williams, who
had marcie d adaue hter of Amos
and Lowenamed Annie Lorena
(Shirley Faye Albuiry personal
communication 2008), received
the property in 1921 (Monroe
County Peed Book Ag, Pages
493-494).The lot wasthe property
of Alice L.and Eugene R. Lowe
until 1976, when Jerry O.Lowe,
estate executor, sold itto Pauland
@arbkara Faye Milazzo (Monroe
County Beed Book 784, Paqe

11w). Jack London acQuired the
property in 1984 (Monroe Ceunty
Deed Book 822, Pagesoy) k is
likely that he meved the house to
the location during his ownership.
London sold the preperty in1a g
(Monroe County Ceed Book 1283,
Paqge 2177).

130 Lowe Street

This heuse stands atthe cerner of
@cean Avenue and Lowe Street
inthe amend ed Tavernier Beach

180 | owe .'_"‘.'-n'u t I".'!-ru"g.‘_‘:!-'-llr!n'.'l:-:

subdivision. The dweliing dates
fromie30s This gable-front
house, which isrectanaular In
plan, typifiesframe vernacular
style domestic architecture, the
mainstay ofthe his:oricdis:rict's
siwnficance. The knee braces in
the eaves, the exposed raf :er tails,
the Dutch lap woed siding, and
acscrall<awn truss inthe gpex

of the gab/le enric hthe house’s
ornamentatie n. The fenes:ration is
not orginal.

Deed research indicated th at
Jack and Ehine London owned
this property, beginning in 198s.
Before hisdeath, he enclosed
the front porch of the

residence (Monroe County



Peed Book 948, Page 1370).

Jack and Elaine Lendon seld

the property in 1994 to Wiliam

C. Bateman{Mcnroe Ceunty
Peed Book 1292, Page 213¢).
DuingBateman's ownership of
the property, Monroe County
recommended de signating the
house asalocal historic la ndmack.

181 Lowe Street

This frame vernacular s:yle
residence dates from 1935.The
ones:of ydweling has afront-
qable roef prefile and a scre ened-
n, halé-hip, full-width frontporch.
Cecnerboards, Dutch lap wood
sidng, scroll-sawn krackets, and
exposed rafier tails comprise the
house’s ornamental details.

Peed research pointsout that
Jack Lendon, adevele per of Iccal
his:ork propertiesinTavernier,
ewned this lot, b*ginning in 198¢
with A Eline, his wife, before his
death and when theyresided on
Summerland Key (Monroe County
Deed Bookgag, Page 2372)
London may have moved
95 the present buildingtethis
location from another site

inTavern ler. The Londonssok the
preperty in 1995 (Men ree County
Peed Book 1183, Page1227).
Priec tc the Lendons'ownership,
Elizaketh Graham purchased the
property in 1979, whenshe own ed
another property in Tavern ier on
Lowe Street with Virginia G raham
(Monroe County Bead Book 798,
Page 1946). Virginia Grahamdied
in1966 (Monroe County Beed
Book g1¢, Page 2278).

This well -maintained heuse
typifies the frame vernacular style
of domestic architecture, the
mains:ay of the historic dis:rict's
significance.

1851 LO“"? Slml
f:aung Nedh

184 Lowe Street

2192 Lewe Street {current)

Built n1935-193& the house
illustratesone of the effects of
the 1935 huiricane on Tavernier's
built environment. The need for a
hurricane-proof house s:imulated
the creation of this tyme of housing
that is now a stgnificant elerm ent
in the architectural histery of

the Florida Keys. Thishouse can
be considered a prototype of
later houses that are elevat edon
stits above the floodplain and
emp hasize concrete structural
systems.This house shares a
common history withtheAlice L.
Lowe House (MOo1q9q3), in that
they are part of a larqger group of
WPA funded housing projects
feund threughout the Keys
(Wikinson zoo8b; Aleury 1985).

Fellowing the tragic hurricane,
this type of housa was promotad
as *hurricane preof * For instance,
the FederalWriters Project quide
to Florida praised the house for
its suls:antial censtruction: "The
average four+oom house of
reinforced cencrete construction



FI:’Z( irent) Low e Strcet
108 Se uthwest

Fava

contains approximately 8$o,000
pounds of stee | steel rods anchor
the house to solid rock. The roof,
floors, and walls are of con crete;
the walls are a foet-thick All

p= titions extend from the roof
through the house to bedrock.
Window saches are of s:ee|, with
deuble-strength glass and double
shutters, Wood icsusadin the

teple strength cypressdoors,
Drain pipes runfrom the roof to
acistern cut in the bedrock under
the house, providing waterin
emergencies' (Federal Writers'
Project 1984)

Thehouse s:ands above an
18,000 qallen cistern within the
feotprint of the house, Asfor it:c

construction, the builders utilized
poured concrete as the structural
system. Built through federal work
relief program (WPA) funding and
supervised by @.A. Sundsquis:,
the dwe ling featuresreinforced
concratewallsand cas: concrete
roofs, which fed the cistern.
Elevating the first floor abovethe
floedplainwas another innevation
in the house design necessitated
by the hurricanecycle (Wells
1984:11). This house has the
architectural metit and historical
significance t ob=designated a
Menroe Ceunty Histeric Landmark
(LHD g5-12).

This hisoricLowe Stre et house
occupies Lot 2inBlo<k 2 of the
amendad subdivision plat of the
Tavernier BeachFiled by Leonard
and Hannah Lowe {(Monroe County
Plat Boek 1, Page 201).

Built in 1943, according to Monroe
County Property Appraicer dats,
this frame vernacular s:yle house
on Lot 2 inBlock 4 of the Taverniec
Bea<h subdivislon stands ene stery
tall. This gabl e-front house typifes

frame vernacuilar s:y ke domes:ic
architec:ure, the mainstayof the
histor ic district's sign ificance . T he
house features an enclosed front
porch, brackets, exposed raf er
tails, and Dutch lap siding.

Deed research indicated that
Jack London, local deve loperof
historic properties inTaverier
mentioned earlier, owned this
property, beginfing in 1084 with
A. Elaine, his wfe (Morvoe County
Deed Book gag, Page 2372). The
Londons sold the propertyin 1995
(Monroe County Deed Book 1183,
Page 1227). Prierto the London's
ownership,Virginia Graham and

Facade of ras | ewe Sorect
Faorg Nor<h



Elizabet h Graham purchased t he
property in1965, whe ntheyw ere
living in Coral Gab les (Monroe
County Deed Book 350, Page
593). However, VirginiaGraham,
whe was bom in WestYirginia in
1895 and was a retired juvenile
probotion efficer, died on 29
Septerm ber 1966 (M onroe County
Deed Book 915, Page 2278).

185 Lowe Street
This frame vernacular styl e house
was built in 1849, according to
Monroe Cou nty Propeity Appraises
data. The hxsserefled.s pos:-Land
8oom building trends in Florida
w ith its em phasis on simplicity
and use of available buiding
technologies and m atesials, such
as acontinuous con<rete block
feundati on and veitic al wood
siding. The eaves have exposed
raf.ec tails, Two shed roofs ferm
thisinteresting roof prefile. The
house s:ands on 8lock 5 of the
Tavernier Beach subdwisio .
Alterations tothe house inciide
the installatien of
8ahamas-s:yle shutters.

aly

= Thishouse exemplifins

105 |_owe Strect Fxlns Necth

frame vernaculer s:yledomes:ic
architecture in Tavernier,the
mains ay of thehistoricdis:rict’s
cignificance.

204 ®cean Boulevard

Akhough the Monroe Cou rty
Property Appraiser asserts that
this dweling was constructedin
1857, its Massing and materials
suggest a<onstruction date frem
the 193es. The present owner
statedthatthe house was moved
tothis location & anunknown
time and from anunknown
location, and it: may have been
workedon by H.S. McKenzie
(Chris:ine Nicholls personal
commun ication 2008). The eriginal

windows are still inthair frames.

Chris:ine Nicholls acquiredt he
preperty from Clara Killi ngswoith,
her mother(Monroe County
Deed Beck 1634, Page 633)

Clara Killingswoith acquired

the property in1979 (Monree
County Deed Book 779, Page 704 )
from Sarah Jane Ward, whose
uncle, Edward Cox had own ed
the property since 1455 (Monroe
County Deed Book 40, Page 88).

The house ison Lot 13in Block =
of the Largo Beachsubdivision
(Monroe County Plats Book 1,
Page 108).This subdivision was
created by Harry and Ruth Tedd,
who lived in Kansas, at thetime

204 @cean Boukacd F 1eg
N.MA{



the plat was filed in the Monroe
County Courthouse in 19 25, Th eie
lbcation at such a far dis:ance
from Tavernier, ther reliance on

a Miamiengineeeing firm, and

the arandiese plan point to the
specuilat ive nature of real estate
deve lopment in Florida during the
Land B oom.

Known a s the Annie V.Smith
Cottaqe, thisframe vemacular
style, one story dwelling s:ands
ona concrete and brick pier
foundation. The house exemplifies
the frame vernacular s:yle with

tts Butch lap wood siding, one-
over-one glazing scheme in
double.hung, woodsash windows,
exposed rafter tails, rectangulac
massing,and cornerboards.The
houise dates from 1938 and bears a
connec:ion with the Abury family

The fagade features afull-width,
shedroof frontparch Also
noteworthy are the wood shutters
that flank mos: ef the building's
window apertures: Attherear
efthe main house stands a one-
story, smallcot:age. Thecot:age

1My Ooccn View Prive M ax ch“-ns

3G <ing Nerthe ast

& also a frame vemacular style
buidingwith details similar to
the main house: exposed raf er
taik, shutters, cornerboards, and
Dutch lap wood siding.These two
dwellings areexcelent examples
of the 5:yle of cons:ruction,
mates als, and scale of Tavernier’s
architecture during the
community‘semerg ing years. A
new g arage has been constructed
at the rear of the property-

Annie ValdaSmith and her
huskand |la E. Smith acquired the
property fromMary Lorena and
John Pinder (Monroe County D eed
Book G 44, Page 148).11aE.Smith
died n1¢56. AnnievaldaSm'th

(g Ooeen View Pive 6eundan_]
D.udlaqgfaorg Nao the

sold the property in 1984 (Monroe
County Deed Beok ¢17, Page
565) to Ellen Lucille Baker and
Haze]l HCarey.In 1487, Baker and
Carey sold the lot to Nancy L. and
ThomasJ. Grant (Monroe County
Deed Book 1030, Page 1473)
The Grantsowned the property
when itwas recommended for
designation as a Monroe County
historic landmark. AnnieValda
Smith and Mary Lorena Pinder
were the daughters of William and
Ada E.Albury.

The Smith Cottage s:andson

Lot 5in Block 30fthe Tavernier
Heights subd iviston. Ada E.
andWilliam Albury filed the S
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Tavernier Heights platin1926,
and & included part of two lots
thatAmos Lowe bequeathed to
Ada, his daughter.William Albury
was the sonef Robsit Albury,
an early settler and farmer at
Planter. Accerding to an Albury
descendent, Robeit Alburyand
Am os Lowe were goaod fiiends
(Shirley FayeAlbury personal
communication 2008).

91461 @verseas Highway

Foot and Ankle Bvilding

This commerc ial building has
been afixtureon the Tavernier
landscape since ju st aterWorld
Warll.it hadadualpurpose,
func:iloning as aresidence on the
upper floor and a beauty shop
onthe ground floor.P resently, it
isadoc:orsoffice, Buil in 1448,
itis a fneexample of masenry
vernacular arch'te cture, with a
gesture toward fanciful detailsin
the caste llated parapet enthe rear
portion of t he building.

F126 (:)“O"S/‘ EH H|g|\w3'j Facmg
Nerthe 3at

The ex erior s:aircace led to the
recidence on the upper floer.
Between thetime the beacty shop
closed and the doctor s office
opened, the building was vacant.

Taverner Mathodist Church, which
is a designated Monroe County
histoeic landmark (LHP g5-15),
issrich with Tavemier history.

This church communitytraces ts
origins to P lanter, where it was
known as@arnett Chapel, ra med
for a pastorin KeyWest, Whe nthe
Planter commuint y migrated to
Tavernie), with itsraikoad access,
their c hurch bilding came with

them.They moved it by barge to
Tavern ies, Methodism hadbsena
prominent denominat jon among
mmigrants from the 8Baham as
Unfortunately, the 1g35 Lakor

Day hurricane destroyed that
building. In a 2981 ne wspaper
nterview, Captain Redney Albiry
recalled that the effo it to rebuid a
community <hurch was completed
N 1938. Inthe same aiticle Shirkey
Faye Abury added,

*Itwasbuit by everybedy who
could wield a hammer, pound
anail, er heft a board." (Rivas
1931, B21).

In 21958, the church common ity
broke ground on a new worship
space north of Tavernier:

The Buiton Memorial Un'ted
Methodist Church. Thenew chuch
servesthe combined Meth odist
communties of Rock Harbor and
Tavernier, 8y 1959, Tavemier
Masonic Lodge #336 purchaced
the buikding to use it as a meeting
space.Inthe early 198os, the old
churchbuiding blocked expansion
of the lodge, with its new meeting
building and parking lot. Se,
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concerned c tizens, led by John
and Lois Stormont, raliied tothe
cause of his:oric preservation

to raise funds andredocate the
building to ts present address.
During the re-location precess,
Sterrm ont removed the interior
ceiling to reveal thestructural
members. He stated,

*When we lecked up, we
saw pointed wood suppoit
beams that had co me from
buildings des:royed in the
1935 hurricane. Toward the
rear of thechurch, where the
fleor boards differ from the
res: of the building, stood

the origira | choir platfom®
(Sheldone 1996}

Relocatingthe churchproved
tobe atouchsone eventin
Tavernier’s historic preservation
movement. Threats to the bisilding
andthe need for acomm unity
meetinqg space spuered John
Stormont to incorporatethe
non-profit Old Tavernier Town
Assoclationin July 1981, andthe
moverment grew from thispeint
farward—from saving one butlding
to designating the entire Tavernier
Historic D is:rict (Wilk inson zoo08¢).

Since its move,the church has
been altered by renovations
Theroof over the front door is
netoriginal.Priorto its move,
additions tothe churchwere
removed. A Sunday-school annex,
whichhadbeen appended tothe
rearof the church and had termite
damage, wasremoved in 1981,
®nce the church wasseton its
new foundation, a half-hip front
porch roof was construc ted over
the main deonvay,

91731 ®verseas Highway
MerinAlbury Heuse

Known as the Merlin Albury
House, thisframe vermacular
style, ones:ory dweliing stands
onh a new con<.rete block pier
foundation. The house exermplifies
the frame vernacular styl ewith

its knee braces, Butch |ap wood
siding, one -over-one glzing
scheme in double-hung, wood
sash windows, beard -and-batten
shetters, exposed raf:er tails, and
cornerboards, It kworth noting
that the Alburys plumbed the
house for using beth saltwater (for
sewaqge was:e) and cister nwater
for other househol usessuch as
washing, drinking, and cooking.

The intecior featured drawers that
operated in acabinet that could
be accessed from beththe dining
room and the kitchen. The house
datesfrom circaig23and bears
a connection with the Albury
family. Furthermore, it: survived
the devas:ating 1935 Labor Bay
hurricane. Buring that sterm,
the house lef: its faundation

and hitdebris near the FEC



rairoad depot, asseen inthe
his:oric photograph.

44

=, ..._r._“:

Flaiform: Taverner (Dovec = The
5t3te [_memand Acchivea of anda]

#1731 Overseas ﬂigf'wag
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SiSns .FWnerJ:aSe at the N ailread

Prior to 158 4, the house staod &
91931 Overseas Highway Even
though it has keenrelocat ed,
this dwe lling s:ands 3s an
excellent example of the styl e of
censtruction, materials, andscale
of Taverniers architecture during
the community’s emerging years

Merlin Albcry served as Tavernier's
postmaster from 1916 t0 1426
Merlin‘’s father was Willlam Albuiry,
who along with his krothers
Absalom and Jozeph V., receved
preperty homesteaded yther
father Robert Albury. Merlin and
his wife Jeanette resided in this
buiding when t stood behind

the post office. Meriin, who had
worked at the US Mavyfaciity in
Key Westduring World War 0, also
owned a houtse on AsheStreetin
Key West, accerdingto his nephaw
EverettAlbury (LH® ¢5-17 Staff
Report)

Absalom and Louisal. Albery
and JosephV,and Mary E. Albury
deeded the property to Merlin’s
father William Albu iy ong August
1914 (Masuce County Peed Book

Az, Page 163). Willem andAda
E.Albury trans-erred the property
to Merlin and Jeanette Abcry on
15 Janvary 1926 (Monroe County
Peed Book P, Page14y). The
QOld Tavem ier Town Associatien
re-located the house to its present
site in 1984, where it stands as

a designated Monroe County
histori landmark.

01861 @verseas Highway

Old Tavem Tea Room

This Mission s:yle building was
constructed in 1936. The shaped
parapet on the buildings fagade
marks the character-defining
element of this popular s :yle from
the early twentieth century. The
original fenes:ration hasbeen
remeved. A shedroof perch
sheltered the entry intheigges,
based on historic photographsof
Tavernier’s commercial district.

The building bears an association
wth Harry Harris, one of
Tavernier'spreminent polticians
anddevelopers. Inthepas:, the
buiding heused restaurants of



TFavemier {Laf& T avemicr, Tonds
1939 (Source; State l_)brart_| and
Arcioves b Flovida)

varlous names:the Tavemiee
Café, Harry'sRestaurant, Hatry s
Place,Harry'sTea Room,and

the Tavern Tea Reom. Lates, it
briefly became an electeonicshop
and the Jan BuddhistCenterin

Fasade .F?l&‘ | @recscas H'S}'Wa_lj
Facing [ ast

1998 (Greenberg 1996 ). Jarry
Wilkinsen (1446) notes that rooms
for board esrs were appendedto
the rear ef the building inthe
193e=. Follow g World War I,
iMcKenzie constructed another
res:aurant building for Harris on
the opposite side of the highway.
Harris continued to use the former
restaurant as an office 1 Wilkinsen
1966). The Old TavernTea Room

k a designated Mo nree County
his:otic landmack.

In 2931, Hatry Hateis moved te
Tavernier. He hadreen visiting

his sister IMabel at that time

He started woeking for HS.
McKenzie, and later opened his
ownees:awant. His palticalcareer
bedan in1942, whe nhe won
elec:lonto acounty commission
position. Hebriefly servedin
World War 1. Ih 1948, he won
anather county comm s lonet
elec:ion and rem ained active in
local politics for many years, Hatris
favored road-buildngand red
estate develepment onthe Keys
{Wilkinson 2ee8d).

91845 Overseas Highway

The Tavemier Hotelis rich with
his:orical associations. H.S.
McKenzie,a prominert Tavernier
businessman, began construction
N 1914 on a letin O.M. Woods’s
Tavernier Na. 2 subdivision, but
the 1935 Labor Day hurricane
nterrupted completion. Alzono
Cothron, the buidina contractor,
boarded up the hotel priar

to securing his ownhome.
Immediately af:er the stoim
passed, relief workers stationed
the National Guard at the hatel,
which the Red Cross transformed
nto the Northern Relief Center

21365 @hericas Highway
E:acns Eas-t



Af:er the hurrcane and after
completion ef the building,

McKe nzie operated atheatre
within it, butonly for afew years,
asthe theatre was not profitab le.
McKenzie converted it inte a hotel
about 1939, The Tavernier Hotel is
part of a complexof buldingsthat
includes the farmer Standard Gil
gas statien and the Copper Kettle
Res:aurant, faimerlyt he Tavern
Store.

In 1981, when Richard D. and
Theresa Martinh owned the hotel,
the interior by iNng areas un desrwent
a major update.The interior
retains manyof its original trim
and finish work, The doors within
the room s, doos hardware, some
built-in furniture,and moldings
date fromthe 19305 Withits
variety of uses, the Tavernier
Hotel illustrates t he versat ility of
vernacular sty le buildings, and isa
designated Monroe county his:oric
landmark.
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91871 OverseasHighway
Standard Oil Stat ion

After Oliver M. Wocd smoved

te Tavemjerinthe 19285, 0ne

of his first businesces oLt side

of real estate speculation and
deve opment was selling Standard
Oilpreducts and building
patroleum storagetanks, He
parthered with H.S. McKenzie
nthe petroleum s:oragetank
censtruction business Jerny
Wiknson identified anotice
dated Jure 20,1928, nthe Key
Largo B reeze newspaper, s:ating
that the Standard OilCom pany,
through Woods, *willerec: sorage
tanks and warehouseswithin the
next few weeks."” Woods recently
sold the company a parcel

"having 150 feet of frontage

on Dixle Highway and the same
trackageonthe F.E.C Railway
near its station™ (Wikinson
persoralcommunication 2008).

In his lifetim e, Woodsran a lo<al
drugstore{The Tavernier Store)
and a gas station, He alseinvested
N real estate and developed local

- e

T aver: Store ancdd Gaw Statnen
T svemier, F lendacirca 1930 (Deurce:
Seate Lbrar and Archine s of Flocid sl

plats. Woods is remembered as
anenergetic busnessmanand
promoter of Tavernier.

Woods's estate prevides a glimpse
into his Tavernier bu siness
interests. Af:er Woods died in

1871 Cersess [lighny Facing
N.r&\can



Dade County in1934, his sons,
Dexter and Delmar, released their
claim in thair Father ‘s estate to
Jesephine M.Weods, including:
the Tavernler Store, Tavernker
Lumber & Supply Company, Keys
Wtility Com pany, Tavernier Grocery
Company, andthe KeysTheatre
(Monroe County Peed Book G-5,

Page 74 )

Presently,theold gasstation
buikding has beenincorperated
irto the Tavernies Hotel.

Re novations have transfermed it
irto gues: accommodations. The
buikding is adesinated M onroe
county his:oric landmark .

Copper Kettle Res:aurant

When @liver M. Woodsfirst
moved toTavernier, he operated
anum ber of businesses. Beyond
selling Standard Oil productsand
building patroleum storage ta rks,
he eperated adrug store knewn as
the Tavern Store. H.S.McRenzis,
Woods's businese part ner,
constructedthe bui ding in 1e28.

T 1930 (Seurc=|lelen
ch"e_lj lerz(y. Monree Couﬂhz|
Tublic L Lr:r’&, lstaniarads)

Jerry Wilkinsen (2003d) poiints
out that O.M. Woods moved
toTavernjer nthe late 19208
Woaods'sinvolvement inthe local
retaildruy ndustry, petroleum
service in193o, and realestate

QIETS .« Tr=cdo H.’gh-ay
Facing F ast

developmentprovide scluss to

hs varied business interests.

The 1847 Monroe County Tax
Assesement Rollindicated the
extent of Woods’s real estate
holings inTavernier. For example,
Woods and H.S. McKenzie owned
fifteen lotsin the Tavernisr N 0. 2
subdivision.

Af:er Woods died in Dade Cou rty
Niwz4, hissons, Pexterand
Pelmar, transerred their claim

to his estate to the i step-mother
Josephine M.Woods, including:
the Tavernier Store, Tavernier
Lumber & Supply Company, Keys
Uti lty Company, Tavernier Grocery
Cempany, and the Keys Theatre
(Mon roe Cocnty Peed Book G-g,
Pagez4)

Presently, the okl drug stere

has ween incosporated into a
restaurant,the Cepper Kettle,
Atthe moment, the restaurantis
vacant, but 't is a Monroe Ceunty
designated historic landmark.

iy
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91951 @®verseas Highway

®Id Pest Office

Thie frame vernacular style
buikdingisthe home of Tavemier’s
second post office and theformer
home of anAlbury family member.
When the Planter comm vnity
relocated its central place to
Tavernierwith the coming of the
FEC railroad’s Key West Extension,
the firs: pos:office was located
much cleser to the tracks na
buidingthatfunc:ioned as a
packing heuse. The peost office
windowwas ina corner of that
building. Robert Harold Abury
built this post office building in
1926 with living space inthe
upper floer and a pos: effice and
store intheground floor.

Merlin Abcry served as Tavernier’s

postmaster from 1916 to 1926.

He and hiswife Jeanet:elived

in ahouse nearby, which has

been movedto alocation so uth

of the old pect office . Robe rt

Harold Albury began serving in
1926_Robert H. Abury’s
service continued until
1952, although a brief

21251 Ovcrsean [ighwa,
;:a-ng E as:

nterruption occurred during
World War |l. Lastly, Paul Everett
Alblity, nephew of Merlin and
Robeit, received his pos: maser
commissienin 1q53.The building
remained as thepost office until
1961 (Clupper 1988, Wilkinson
2000:161; Wilkinson 2aaie;
Wikinson 2008a).

Robert Harold Albury received title
te the property fremthe heirs of
Ada E. Alboryon 18 March 1gsa
(Menroe County Peeds BookG-53,
Page 1214). Her heirs induded:
Thora FayVoskerg, Nellie 8rown,
lohn R. Brown, Hazel Hengietta
Carey, Charles Qliver Carey, Amnie
Valda Smith, Il E. Smith Ellen

Lucille Crible, Mary Larena Pinder,
Malcolm Redney Albury, Charles
Franklin Albury, Pau] Everett
Albury, and Wiliiam Merlin Albury,
aecord ing to the deed. Robeit
Harold Albury sold the post office
propeity in 1481 to Catherine Nash
(Monroe County Deed B ook 843,
Page 1916). Gilbeito and Cica Cairo
owned the property when Mon roe
County recommended destgnating
italocal historic Andmarkiniqqg
(Monroe County Beed B ook 1184,
Pages 1091-1095).

As for ks his:oric architecteral
fabric, the old pest effice is a
fine, two-story example of frame

Fo:: O‘Fuoc bUIanT
1o <1960 (Sanurce: Seare L rary
a=d Archivea of ﬂnda)



Foa: ‘gsz 5ul|é'ng Tamemizr
Tlends <. 1970(S etircei Seale L-Brwg
>d Af‘chivc.«oFF;onda)

vernaculae style architecture
combinring beth residential and
commercialfunctions. Exterior
claddingcansistso fweat herteoard

siding trimmed with cornerboa ds.

Expaosed raftertails in the eaves
of the hipped roofand chamfered
paos:s an the front parch st and
oulas interesting orn am ental
details. Thefenes:ration cansists
of double-hung, wood sashes
with ene-ever-onelight schemes
inmos: apeitures. Additionally,
operablewaod shutters flank
most window apeitures. Histaric
pheteara phsindicate the location
of doarways onthe north
elevation and the locatien of the

cisternthat served thehouse.
The cis;ernhas bee nremoved.
Inits | fe so far,the buiding has
functienedas post effice, stare,
residence, pat shop, art gallery,
and real estate office The present
owner, Joe 8urke, has maintained
the histeric characterofthe
building.

91991 @®verseas Highway

Robert WilardAbury House

Built in 1922, this frame vemacular
style house stands one s:ory tall
and has been alteredrecertly The
front porch hasbeen enclosed.
Replacemert windows have been
instal lad. Never thelass, this early

41993 Cverseas H.gh-my
Facirg Tast

residence stands as a sufficlent
example of the s:yle, materials,
and scale of Tavernies’s d omestic
arch'tecture at thetime o fthe
community’s early deve lopme rt.

Willard Abury's parents, Jose ph
and Mary E. Abury, transferred
this prapeity to him in 1924
(Monroe County Deed Boo k8.2,
Page 564). R. Wilard Albury died
in1942,leaving hiswife Teresa C.
Albury and twe daughters (Mary
E.Arsua and Teresa M. Murphy) as
his survivers. His estate incl ud ed
property in Monroe County and
Dade County (Monree County
®riginalRecord 3-A-g).



92001 @verseas Highway
Joseph V. Albury Heuse

The Joseph V.AlburyHouse
exern plifies the frame vernacular
style of domest ic architecture
foundinTaveraier. The building
standson a concret e pier
foundation. Yet, so me coral

rack piersare evident inplaces
The exterier cladding consi sts

of drop wood siding t rimmed
with cornerboard s. The eaves of
the roof f eat wre exposed raf:er
tails. T he fenestration <ensists of
double- hung, woed sash windows
with two-over-one and one -over-
ore light patterns. A full-width,
half-hip front porchd ominates
the fagade The perch features
chamfered wood pos:s, with
splayed steps, and weed brackets.
The dualfront doors are ®oth
qlazed

The nterior retains much of its
eriginaltrim and finish work. The
interior deors, door har dware,
some buid t-infurniture, and
meldings date fro m the 1920s. The
un plas:ered interior walls

32 retain their originalshiplap

QIO {_ﬁl\.‘."r.;-r.;h |_1|_;;||mh,1H 1 A l_r_._.'|.;'.+

wcod boards  Althoughthe cis:ern
has been dismantled, the pier
feundation foe this mp ortant
domestic feature of the hemelot
remains standing in the backyard.

losep h V. Albury was one of the
sons of EmmaPinder and Robert
Albury, who homesteaded ont he
neith endefTavemierin 1882,
Along with his brothersAbsalom
and William, Joseph received a
poition of hisfsthers homesead
tract when the brothers divided
t: ¢p among themselves {Monroe
County Deed BookA-2, Page
165). R. Willard Albury served as
the executor of JosephV.Albury’s
es:ate & ;erhe died in1438,

His estate included15acesen

P lantat ion Key (Monroe County
Deed Book G-7, Page 237).

114 Sunrice Orve

Cl#f Caipenter House and Shed
Like the Jeseph V.AburyHouse,
the C|ff Carpenter House and
Shed exemplify the frame
vernacular s:yle of domes:ic
architecture feund in Tavernler.
The well-maintained house dates
fromagz1, while the shed dates
from 1945. The house, w hich was
built by H.S. McKenzie, features
re<tanqu lar massing, hureica ne
tles at the feur corners of the
building, andlong-eaf, yellow pine
lumrer milled in Broo ke, Flerida.
The one-s:ery heuse s:andson a
pies feundation. Extersior cladding
consists ef wood siding mil led

to a flattened half round profile
and trimmed with cornerboards.
The hpped roof features exposed
rafcer butts inthe maves and
pressed metal shingles.

The frame vernacuilar s:yle shed
building was moved te this ste
inthe 1q9ges.The shedhasDutch
lap wood sid ing for its exterior
cladding and a gable roof.
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Cliff Carpenter, who became a
prominent resident here, moved
to Tavernierinthe late 1g20s
Tomake a living, Carpenter
maintained afarm on Plantation
Key, growihq tomatees,
watermelons, and bananamelons,
while also eperating a charter
fishing boat business. He also built
houses with H.S. McKenzie and
was wo rkingon thebuilding ati14a
Sunrise Orive on La bor Day 1935.

After the storm died dewn and

the extent ofthe damage became
knownh, Carpenter openedhis
house to hisdevas ated neighbors
ihneed of shelter. He provided
hospitalityt o Doc andAlice Lowe

here. This house also fu ndi:loned
as a hospital, er triage center He
recalled;

“They were bringi ng people
frem eve ryw here and patching
them up, keep ing them here
untilthe ambulances could
take therm out to hosptak in
Miamiand even asfar azPalm
Beach.”

Clff married Vie let “Sherty”
Carpenter in 195e, andtheit house
withstood the assault of Hurricane
Donna in1géa (Albury 1945,
Burton 1a87: 44-4Wilkinsen
z20a8d).

11 ’?Sumte DnveMain ’Iz"lng
Facing Sevthwest

Dating from 1933, this frame
vernacular s:yle house, built

by H.5. McKenzie and Cliff
Carpenter, standson a concrete
pier foundation. The eriginal
fenes:rationand aglazedfont
door arestillinplce. The fagade
features a full-wilth screened
front porch with a shed roof
sheltering the wood s:eps,
®rnamentaldetails include
exposed rafter taik, weatherboard
wood siding, and cornerboard=
This hipped-roof heuse typifies
frame vernacular domectic
architecture~the mainstay of
the his:oric dis:rict:'s sQnificance
(Albury 1995},

The dwellingoccep esLlot 46in
the Tavem ier Cove subdivisien,
which was platted by Miami

deve lopers William Knust and
Dell Lane from trad:sthat Mary
A. Sawyer (Monroe County Deed
SeokA-4, Page Se7)and Sarah E.
Johnson (Monroe Couinty Deed
Book A -5, Page 4g7) received from
thek father's (Amos Lowe)
homestead (Monroe County

Plat Book 1, Page 80). Mary
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A.Sawyer married George Sawyer,
and Sarah married Sam Johnsen
(Shirley Faye Albury personal
commuhication 2ee8).

A1g13survey indicated ahouse
andciseernonthe parcel owned by
SarahE. Johnson (Monroe County
Plat Beok 1, Page 8e). They are
nolonger extant. LoranH.and
ReathaPrevo, whao livedin Miami,
owned the preperty in the 1¢30s
when McKenzie andC apenter
built the house thereon. Carpenter
acquired the propeity in the 19405
(Monree County DeedBook 13,
Page 49; Book 41e, Page gbe), and
they sold 't in1478 (Monroe
County Deed Book7s5 3
Page 328).

120 Scnrise Drlve

This frame vemacular style
dwelling dates from 1932. Like
its ne ighbor at 118 Sunrise Drive,

the house, whixh was built by H.S.

McKenzieand Clif* Carpe nter, is
rec:angular in plan and s:ands
on a concrete piarfoundation
(Albury 19g5). The fagade
features a medest stoep with 3
preec:ingshedroofshe tering
the weod steps. @rnamental
detaikindude exposed rafer
taiks, operable drop-hinged wood
shutters, Butchlap wood siding,
and cernerbeards Hurricane ties
are part of the house'sbuilding
system.This hppped-oof heuse
typifies frame ve macular style
domestic arc hitecture,the
mainstay ofthe his:oricdis:rict’s
significance.

The dwellihg eccupies Lot 45 in
Knus:and Lanes Tavernier Cove
subdivision. Willlam Knust and
Pella Lane worked [ived in Miami
atthstime. They purchasedthe
land from tracts Mary A, Sawyer
(Monroe County Beed Book A-4,
Page So7) and SarahE. Johnson

(Monroe County Deed Bcek A-c,
Page 497) had received from their
father’s homes:ead (Monroe
County Plat Book 1, Page €e)
Mary A. Sawyer married George
Sawyer,and Sarahmarcied Sam
Johnson (Shiley Faye Albury
personal communication 2008).

The 1413 survey of the Amos Lowe
Homes:ead indicated a house and
cistern on the parcelownedby
Sarah E. Johnson (Monroe County
PhtBook1, Page €e) They are

no longer extant. A Miamicouple,
LoranH. and Reatha Prevo, owned
the property in the 293@swhen
McKenzie and Carpenter bult the
house thereon. Carpent er acquired

120 Junngs |_-_:|||'.|:' | el ||:;;_‘_h'1||r||'.~'n:'.\,'



the Propeity in the 19485 (Monroe
County Beed Boak 41e, Page g6e)
andsoMd itin 1977 (Monroe County
Peed Beek 749, Page 204)

132 Sunrkise By ive

This frame vernacu lar style
dweliing dates frem 1927. The
houca, which was baiilt when Mr,
Fiddler owned it, is rectangular
in plan and s:ands ana concrete
pier foundation. Fiddler owred

a Miamihardware store and
imPoi ted |aborers to cons truct
the house, which he intended to
serve as a fishing lodge. Later, the
Alley family owned it, according
to Cliff Carpenter (Alburyaggg).
The facade features a shed-roof
front porch and concrete steps.
®rnamental detailsincludea
largecoralstone chimneys:ack,
expocadratter tails operable
metal shutters, board-and-bat:en
woodsiding, and cornerboard s,
This gable+oof house typifies
frame vernacular 5:yle domestic
architecture, the mainstay of the
his:oric districts significance

Two saco rd ary bu {dings have
been constructad adjacent to the

hocise A two:story building, which
dates from 1949, s:and snorth of
the main house A s:arwel| links
itto themain house. This building
served asalivingepaceand a
laundry with the firs: research
office for the national Audubon
Soc iety located ups:airs. A one-
s:ory frame building, whichdates
from 1gge, standseast of the main
house. Presently, this building
functions as a music studio

Rebert Porter Al len, sanctuary
director and beard member for
the National Auidubon Socee ty and
author of a book on the roceate
spoonbill arrived in the Keysin
1838 with hs wfe Evelynand
purchasedtheproperty in 1948
from Ruth VauxCram, of Beaufait,
SoithCaroling in 1848 (Monroe
County Pead Bodk G-38,Page
466). TheAllens acquired adjacent
lots in theearly 1ggosand 1962
(Monroe County Bead Book

G-c1, Page 37,BookG-57, Page
144, Book 267, Page 110). In his
lifetime, Allen conducted researc h
on birdlife, most notaklyon
spoonbillcolonies in Texas and the
FloridaEverglades The propeity
remains in the Allen fam ily

135 5unnx Dave Fe';::dc T:x-ng
Naorthesat

(Windhorn and Langley 1974, 18;
Wilkinson 20084).

The dwellingoccuPies Lot §, e,

and paits of Lot 1@intheTaverrier
Cove.This subdivision was platted
by William Knust and Bellaand
H.F. Lane, developers from

Miami. The lots were part ofAmos
Lowe's homestead, which Mary
A.Sawyer (Monroe County Deed
Book A, Page so7) and Sarah E
Johnson (Monroe Ceunty Beed
Book A -5, Page 497) had recejved
from their fathar (Monroe Coeunty
Plat Book 1, Page 80), Thehouse

ks 2 desianated Menroe County
historic landmark (LHB®

95-23). *3



137 Sunrise Drive

This frame vernacular style
residence dates from 1933and
holds an association with Hany
Harrfs, a prominent localpolkician,
businessman, and real estate
developer. Frequent a lterations

to the house have #<curred shce
2000, Harris acquired theproperty
in1q48 frem Florence H. and
WilliamT.Hennessey of Dade
County (Monree County Deed
Book G-3¢,Page 411).

Harris'smainresidence s:oodon
an adjacentlot.This house served
him as a rental un't, ockasio nally
housing his res:aurant employees

157 Sirnse Dve [“azade

;:x: ing: Northcass

there. Follbwing his1g76 death,
hiswidow, Carol Harris, received
the propertythroughHary's will
(Monroe CountyWill Book 765,
Page 1181). She sold the propeity
in 1983 (Monroe County Deed
Book B9®, Page 2446).

14e Sunrise Brive

Robeits House

This one-story, frame vemacular
s:y ke dwellingd ates from 1935.
The house, w hich was built by H.S,
McKenzieand Clif-Carpenter, is
rectangular in planand stands on
araised foundation of battered
concrete piers . The fenestration
consists of casement wind ows
w'thmulti-light gl zing schemes
and some new windows. Hurricane
tie dJowh cables and tum-buckles
are ako evident.Thefagade
features a full-width, openfrent
porch with ashed roof sheltering
the porch. Asplayed central,
open-s:ring wood s:airway runs
frem the around level to the porch.
Squared wood postswithsimple
shafts, boses, and capitalssupport
the porchroof @rnament aldet a@ls
include exposed rafter tatks, wood

siding milled to a flatt ened hal f-
round profile, and corner boards,
The nterior features chamfered
beams, This hipped-roof house
typifiesframe vernacular s:yle
domestic architecture, the
mains:ay of the his:oric dis:rict’s
signficance.

This house survived the 1935 Labor
Day hurricane. Cliff Carpe nter
recalled that he was workingon
this buildina thatday

*|was puttihg shingles on the
roof when we got word t hat the
‘35 hurricane was en the way,
and | was building it myselt’
under McKenzia's superviion.”

Carpenter rode out theigssg
hurricane in his own house (Al ry
1995).

The dwellingoccupies Lot 40in
Kaust and Lane's Tavernier Cove
stedivision. @riginally, Tavernier
Ceve was part of land that Mary
A.Sawyer (Monroe County Beed
Seok A-4, Page se7)and Sarah E.
Johnson (Monroe Cou nty Deed
Beok A-c, Page 497) received from
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the ir father Amos Lowe (Monroe
County Plat Beok 1, Page €e).
Mary A. Sawyer marfied Georqe
Sawyer, and Sarah married Sam
Johnson (Shirley Faye Albury
personal communication 2008).
Wiliam Knus: and Della Lane, who
eperated a real astate businass
out of Miami, participated int he
extberantreal estatemarket t hat
was the Land Boom. The Samuel
andCharlotteH. Robeits family
lved here many years befere
seling itin 1985 (Monroe Courty
Deed Beok 549, Page 385).

The present owner, Stephen
G. Lohmayer has com plet ed
asensitive restoration ofthe

D‘POSSX\:: ]) nve Facade T:acms
5{‘\||IJ1W<$! In 1999

busldin g sin ce he purchasedt he
house iNn19q¢. He has restored the
front porch, whichwasenclosed,
and maintaned theinterior. A
secondary building has been
constructed adjacent tothe main
residence. The Robeits House

is a designated Monroe County
histork landmark.

141 SLinrise @rive

Harry Lemuel Harris Hou se

The orignal core of this frame
vernacular s:yle residence dates
from 1933, althoughthe house
wasalkeredin 1975 The one-ctery
building stands on a co ntinuous
masontry feundation. New
windows have beeninstalled.

Harry L. Harrs and his first wife
Hazelacgquired the property in
1946 (Monree Ceunty Deed Boek
E-6, Page 269) from Florence H.
and William T. Hemessey. Jessie
Alley acquired the property in
21938 (Monroe County Deed

Book G-, Page 365). According
to Monroe County’s 1947 Tax
Assessment rolls, lecsie and
Flerence Alley, whe livedin
Miami, owned numerous lotsin
the Tavernier Cove subdivisien,
Singleton's Add tionto Tavemier
Ceve,andTavernier Heights. The
Alleys acquired much property in
Tavernie i through tax delinquency
s3les fallowing the bus: ofthe
Land Boom. Their senHerb
operated atouristcourt

and aresertinTavernier on 7
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the Gulf side(Wikinson personal
communication 2e¢8}.

Following Harris's 1976 death, his
second wifeCarolreceived the
property throuq h his will. Ducing
hislifetime, Harris maintained a
large yard that neightor hood kids
vsed. His gardener livedonthe
propertyin asmall cottage, (Alice
Allen perscnal communtcation
2008). Bornin 1ge4, Harris moved
to Tavernier, served in World
War II, and became a prominent
atizenthrough political service,
local business, andreal es:ate
development.

Thisframe vernacular style
residence dates from1947.
Akthough itis modes:in
appearance, t exemplfiesthe
verna< ular mode ofd omestic
architec ture that isthe maine:ay
of Tavernier's historic significance.
The house stands on a concrete
pierfoundation. Extecior cladding
consists of Dutch lapwood <iding,
and the fenestration censists

of jalousie and metal avning

type windows, with clamshell
drop-down huericane awnings.
The hipped roof is covered by
asphalt shingles . Exposed raf :er
taik are evident. Arear she droof
addition has been appended to the
butld ing.

Jack London, anearly member

of the @ IdTaverniar Town
Ascociation, a local politician,and
adeveloper of histeric properties
in Tavernier, ownedthe building
frem 1481 t0 1986 (Monree County
Deed Book846, Page 70,800k
98¢, Page 1458). The building
occupies Lot 13in the Knus: and
Lane Re-subdivision of Tavernier

169 St-r‘mu'-c Dnse r:o(vn'c ?‘acms
Noran NOrt"ww:_«.t

Cove (Monroe County Plat 8ook

1, Page 146). George B Myers and
his w ife Kessie H. Myers owned
the property at the time the house
was built,according to the 1947
Monroe County Tax Assessment
rolls and a deed (Monroe County
Peed Book G-9, Page 226). Kessie,
who was bornin Hebron, Illinois,
in18¢2, died N 1468, Her husband
died in 1g6g (Monroe County
Probate Docket 11-93).



162 Sunrise Dnve

This masonry vernacular s:yle
resdencedates fromie47.
Examples of masonry vemacular
style homes are infrequent in
the Tavernier Historic Disteict,
where frame vernacular style
houicing predominates.This
housz, therefere, illus:rates the
vernacu lr preference for mason ry
buildingsolutions that were
af‘ordable and readily-available
immed iate ly af :er World War II.

The house s:ands on a cortinuous
masonry foundation. The exterior
wallsdisplaythe use of stucco
and cor al veneers. The original
fenestration has been removed
andreplaced with contemporary
windows. Knee walls flank the
concrete steps that |ead to the
front door.

Jessie and Flerence Alley acquired
the property in 1538 {(Morroe
County Daed Book G- § Page
379). AMiami couple, Jessie and
Florence Al lkey owned numeroc's
lots Nnthe TavemierCove
subdivision, Singleton’s Addition

| élsunroe .”'\( F:.;Jde Facr.s
Sox:th

to Tavernier Cove, and Taver nier
Heights, accordindto Monroe
County’'s 1847 Tax Assessment
rolls. The Alleys acquired the
property throug h taxdelinguency
sales atthe endofthe Land
8oom. Their son Herb became

2 local Tavernier businessman,
operatingatoweis court and a
resert in Tavernier onthe Gulf side
that povidedAudubontours of
localwildlift (Wilkinson personat
communication z008).

The house was built during
the peciod when the Alleys
owned the propeity. Earland
AnnHe ndrick son t rans‘erred

the property to Charles J. and
Katherine Pelemater na1960
(Monroe County Deed Book 203,
Page 181). Following the 1973
death of Charles). Delernater,
Betty S.@ullock evned the
propeity until 1985 (Monroe
County Deed Beok Be6, Pages

704 706, Book 961, Page 667).
Rebert Thomason sold itin 1991
to lerry and Jeanne Finch (Monoe
County Deed Beok 117, Page
1750). The Finches sold 't n 1995 to
Ma~na M. Beraman and Wil liam
G. Miller {(Monroe County Deed
Book 1364, Page 585) Beraman
and Millersold it toTimothyA. and
Shannon MNormington (Moiuce
County Deed 8o0k 16ee, Page
66} in 1999,

39



266 Tarpon Street

Built in1940, this twe-stery,
frame vernaculac sty building
stands on acontin UoU smMasonry
foundatien The interior has

been cpdated, andthe origral
windews have been removed and
replaced . Askestos shingles have
been applied to the extecior.The
hipped raof has met al roofing. The
fagade features an enclosed shed-
roof perch. Aciste m is located
inthe grouind floor. Thisframe
vernacuilar style represents local
preferencesin building stylesthat
co here intothe Tavernier Histor ic
Pistric:.

Geeorge B.and Kessie H, Myers
owned the property atthetime

25¢ Tarvec Stecct Facsde
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of house construction (Monroe
County Peed Bcok 3mg, Page

857). Kessie, born n Habron,
lllinois, in 1892, died in 1988; het
husband died in 1989 (Monroe
County Probate Docketii-93).
One year priorto Kessie’s death,
the Myerscold the property to
PaulG.and Es:ela C. Mendoza
(Monroe County Beed Rook 403,
Page 753). Paul Mendozadiedon
30 Pecember 1471, and Estela

seld the preperty in 1982 (Me nroe
County Deed Book 853, Pages
501-503) t® Themas J. Lavin, who
trans‘eredthe propertyto the
U.S.Marshal, Southern Bistric : of
Florida, on sAugust 19849 (Monroe
Ceunty Deed Beok 1101, Page
1041). Relf ®. and MariaV.Johnsen
acquired the propertyenayg
August 1884 from the U.S. Marshal
(Monroe County Beed Beok 103,
Page 2243). The Johnsons soMd t: to
Richard and Leslie Grootveld and
Bonald A. and Me lody Elsmanin
1sm1 (Monroe County Deed Book
1172, Page 2403) and the Elsmans
seld thelr interestintheproperty
to the Grootvelds in 1sa3 (Monroe
County Beed Book 124g, Page

799).

114 Tavern @rive

Builtin 1934, thisone-stery house
illustrates the frame vernacular
siyle of domes:ic architecture,
which isthe mains:ay of the
hiktoric district’s sgnificance. The
houce ako demons:ratest he work
of HS. McKenzie,apreminent
community deve loper and
entrepreneur in Tavernier’s history.

With this house, which fellows a
rectangular footprint, the eaves
wall faces the street, whie the
gab le ends are set perpendicular
te the road —allow ine for an ample
shed-roof porch onthef acade.
The house standson a centinuous
macsenry feundation. Ex:erior
<ladding inc udes drop sid ne and
flush wood siding (on the porch),
teimmed with cornerboards.

The eaves of the gable ends
feature brackets. Clamshell
awnings protect the fenes:ration,
which consists of double -hung,
wood sashes with various light
patterning.
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Fram the early 1930s unti 1964,
H.S.MKenzis, his wife Hazel, and
Josephine M. Woods, the widow of
O.M. Woods, owned the property,
whichmay have been utilzced as a
rentalunik (Mosuce County De ed
8cok D-3, Page 163; Bk G5,
Page s&s, Book 299, Page 155).

120 Tavern Deive

This frame vernacu lar style house
dates from 1929_Itillusteates the
early community deve bpmert
activities of O.M. Woods and H.S.
McKeazie{(Christine Nicholls
personal communication2008).
Stuccohas been applied tothe
exterior.T he originalfenes:ration
has beenremeved andre placed
with metal awning sty le windows,
and t he originai beard -and-batten,
operable wood shutters have been
discarded. The one stery dwel ling
featuresa front -gable raof profile
with atransver<e gabl e atthe rear
of the building and ashouldered
brick chimney stack.

120 1 averm Dove

E:aurg h&or&wm st

120 T avem 1Dnve, | 265 (Sounce:

Aenvae Ceunes Property Appraisers
OK..)

George 8. Myers and his wife
Kessie H. Myers owned this
property inthe 1950s (Marroe
County Deed Book G-51, Page
124). DouglasP.and Clara

Kil ingsworth, who ewned a
localgrocery store, purch ased
theproperty n1965 (Monree
County Peed Book 335, Page 58a).
Kessie Myer died inige8, and her
husbanddied in 1g6g (Monroe
County Prebate Decket 11-q3).
Clara Killingsworth died in 2aaa.
The house is a dasignated Monr oe
County historic | andmark (LHO
95-28).



This fra me vernacular sty le house
dates from 193z and illustiates
the community deve bp mert
ofTavernier nO.M. Waoods'
Tavernier No. 2 subdivision,

which he acquired from Rager L.
AburyandSarah L. Alburyinigas
(Monroe County Beed Bodk B-g,
Page 151). This land was part of
Robeit Albury’s homes eadtract.
The house stands ena continuous
coral stane foundation. Exterior
materiakinclude asbestos shinale
siding, cornerboards, aspha't
roofingshingle, and Bahamian-
siyle [ouvered shutters, Modest
thoughit may appear, itk a
sianificantpait of the vernacular
sy e aschitectural fabric of the
Tavernier His:oric Districi

As for its construction history,
Roger L. Albury and Sarah L.
Abury may have hired H.S.
McKenzie to build the d welling
on thislot in1933. Soon afcer
cons:ru czion of house was
completed, they soldthe
propeitytoAus:inL.and
Janice M. Reece in1934

24 | averm [Dnve

FJCIHS North

(Menroe Ceunty Deed 8oek D-3,
Page 469). The Reeses acquired
adjoining propeity fromWiliam
N.and Helen E. Pinderinigse
(Monroe County Deed Book E-2,
Page 146).The property remained
in possession ofAustin Reese
until hisdeath i 1976, when he
bequeathed itto his sister Haze]
R. McKenzig the widow of H.S.
McKerzie, and Dallys R. Dodge
{Monroe County Deed Boek 708,
Page 463).

This twostory frame vernacuylar
style dwelling dates from 1938. It
s:ands on a<ontinuous masonry
feundation. Stueco and askestos
shingle sidihg comprise the
ex:erior matesials. The front
perchhas been enclosed. Some
of the ariginal windows have
been removed and replaced. In
the upper floar, double-hung,
wead sash windows with a sbe-
over-six glazingscheme are inthe
apertures. Raoiled asphaltroefing
covers the enclosed shed+oof
perchon the fagade.

Asforits building history, Roger
L. and Sarah L. Albury lkely hired
H.S. McKenz ie to censtriict the

l).w F2C|HSNO'1|1 \‘-F
N(xfl W ok
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dweling onthislotin1q38. Scon
after construction ef house was
completed, they sold it to William
N. and Helen E. Pinder ih 1439
(Monroe County Deed Book E -2,
Page 56). The Pinders, whe lived
at132 Tavern Brive urtil 1945,
maintained ownership until 1967
(Monroe County Be ed Book 396,
Page 8;7)whentheysoldthe
property to SalvadoreW.and
Pauline Maffee. The property
remained in possession of the
Mafeo family uatil the 1982
deathof Sal Maf'eo, whenhe
bequeratheditto Frank Mafee,
losephMaffeo, andVirginia M.
Cepe, his siblihgs (Mon roe County
Deed 8o0k 880, Pages 21€9-2112)
SalMaffeo was komin 1415 in
Cadiz, HarrisonCounty, ®hio

and made hk living as a peb bic
school teac her. His wife Pauline
died in1874. They did mothave
chikdren (Monroe County Probate
Cxse $3-97-CP.12). The Maffeo
sblings sok the prope ity in1483
to Edward M. Cornish (Monroe
County Deed 800k 900, Page 395).

132 Tavern Drive

Charles Abury House
Buitin1e3z,this one-sory house
illustrates the frame vernacu lar
style of domesticarchitectire,
whichisthe mainstay ef the
his:oric dis:rict’s significance, The
heLise ale® conveys an asso:iatien
with such promire nt local families
as the Alburys and the Pinders,
and @ M. Woods, a praminent
<emmunity daveloper and
entrepreneurinTavernier’s his:ory.
Hurricanes have assaulted it, oanly
once succeeding in pushing it off
its feundation (LHD ¢5-2¢ Staf’
Report).

Inthis house, which fellows 3
rectangular feetprint, the gable
end faces the sreet, whilethe
eaves wak run perpendicular
totheroad. The fagade featires

a braced pent shed-reef on the
facade. The howse stands on a
cencrete pier foundation. Exterier
cladding includes weatherboard
stding tsimmed with cornerboards,
v-crimpmetal, and pressed metal
shingles. Hinged drop-down sol id
wood panelshutters protect the

152 Tovem P¥ine
Fx-nsN.rth
fenestration, which consists of
double hung, wood sashes with
one-over-one light patterning.

@ M. Woods acquired the land for
this Taveraler No. 2 subdivision
from Roger L andSara L Albury
in192¢ (Monroe County Deed
800k B-g, Page 161). Robert

A lbury homesteaded t his tract and
bequeathed it to his sons Absalom,
Wiilam, and Joseph V., prioe to

his death. Roger L..and Sarah
L.Abcryreceivedthe lot from
Woods priorto his 1934 death
andthen seld it to newly wedded
Wiliiam M. and Helen E.Pinderin
193§ after the completion

of the houss (Monroe &
County Peed Book P-3, Page



434). SarahAlbury and Wiliiam
MalcombPinder were siblings
RogesL. Albury, William M. Pinder,
and GeorgeW. Albury worked
together to build the haotise, which
was com pleted prios te the 1935
Labar Bay hurricane (LHD g5-2 9
Staff Report). Later, George W.
Abury, wha had married Mary
Anng, purchaseditin194s
(Monroe County Beed Book E-6,
Pages). In1g9e1,theyselditto
theirsan, Chatles C. *P rof* Albury
(Monroe Ceunty BDeed Beok 288,
Page 18a). Charles C. Albury, a
prominent lo<al educator, | ived in
t he house throughout his lifeti me;
his executers sokdthe property

in 1981 (Monroe County Beed
Book 835, Page 15 7). The Chaeles
Abury House is a deskinated

Mon roe County his orik |and mark
(LHD g 529)

)
This frame vernacular s:yle
residence wasbuiltin 1939.
It 5:ands o n a masonry pier
foundation . Exterior cladding
materials include stucco {on the
enc bsed front porch), wood
drep siding (onthe main bleck
of the house), comm on wood
sding (in the gable end), and
pressed metal shingles (ont he
roef). The fenestrati on consists
of a mixof old and newwindows.
Far instance, deLible -hung wood
sashes, with one-aver-o re light
patterns, are avidentin the main
block of thehouse, Replacement
metal sash windows lightthe frant
gporch

Alterations to the house illustrate
how 't has adapted to theliving
needs of its owne rs. The front
porch has beenenclosedto
previde more climate contrelled
lving space. This vernacular sty le
residance remains a fine axample
of the s:yle, materials, and scaleof
Tavernier'sarchitecture dcing the
emerqging yearstothetown.

13T ovem Dnve
Facing Weat

Mae Rose Albury, daughter of
Willlem and Ada E. Lowe, married
Charles Louis Pellicier C. L Pellicier
wasthe firstambulance d river
atTavernier (Wilkinson2008d)
Lovis V.and Ora Peliicier acquired
the preperty in the 1990s and
transferred itto Charles louis

and May Rose Pelliciar in 1986
(Monroe County Deed Book 987,
Page 222q). In1999,Charles Louis
Pel licierdeeded the praperty to his
daughtersAnne P.Bunn and Susan
P.Parker (Monroe County Deed
Book 1597, Pate 699) Thishouse
& adesignated Monroe County
historic landmark (LHD g5-3).



140 Tavern Prive

This vernacular sty le frame house
typfies thestyle, materials,
massing, and setting of Tavernjer’s
archtectcre during th efermative
years of the comm unity and the
Great Depression. 8uilt by H.S.
M:Kenziein1g2a4as afour-reom
fishingcottage, the house fe at ires
stichlocal materialsas Bade
County pine framing, flooring,
and weed interier walls, anda
rectangu lar floor plan. Theg able
ands ofthe roef feature melded
rake boards, a typical feature of
frame verna<ular style heuses
McKe nziemay have built the
house as aretirement cettage
for hisfather (Brewn1gg6). The
house continues to 1eflect the
architectural his:o ry of Tavernier,
As such, itisa designated local
histeric landmark

The historical conrection with
Oliver M. Woods liesint he
lecation ofthe hetse on Lot 28
inTavernier No. 2, which Woods
purchased fromthe Albury
brothers and nitially platted as
"Olliewood” but changed it te

Feclns Nodh

Tavernie(No.2. @rigina lly frem
Missocri(see the entry fer 184
Beach Road), O.M. Woods worked
in Tavernier as a retail merchant
engagedinthe pharmaceutical
industry, according to the 1g3e
US census.Josephine M. hiswife,
and Peggy, his s:ep-daughter,
were born in NewYork. Pnor to
moving to Taver nie [, Weeds lived
in Kansasand Chicago, lliinois,
withhis first wife andfamily,
where he worked ac arealestate
agent and a commcditiestrader,
respectively. Jerry Wikinseon
{2¢¢3d) notesthat Woods moved
to Tavernier inthe late 1gzos and
thenjoined H.S. McKenzieinthe

petraleum stoiage tark business.
He worked as a Standard Oilagent
and invested in localrealestate
speculation. The 1947 Mcnroe
County Tax Assessment Rol
ndicated the extent of Woods’s
reales:ate holdingsin Tavernier,
For example, theWoeds and H.S.
McK enzie owned fif eenidtsinthe
Tavernjer No. 2 subdivision.

Peed research indlcatedt hat
Woods cwned this property from
1929 to hisdeath ni1gz4, whenhis
executors sold tto H.5. McKenzie,
The property remained int he
McKenzie famiyuntil1g6g. Nora
A Williams and TmothyA . Wilson
owned the preperty when it was
designated as a loca] landmark
proPity (LHD a5-7}
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Built in1g944,thisframe vernacu lar
style residence featuresa
notewor thy roof p refile. Some
locslresidents refer to the
building as "Twin Peaks™ due to

its adjoining hipped roofs (Alice
Allen personalcommunication 7
Augus : 1946). The building stands
on a conc rete pier foundation. The
exterior walls have board-and-
batten wood siding. A shed roof

s he'ters the entry in the facade.
Five-v crimp sheet metal cevers
the roof. The originalf enes:ration
has been removed and replaced.
Rahamas-s:y ke louvered shutters
protect the windew apertures.

Thehouce stands on Lot 14 in
the Knust and Lane Subdivision
(Monroe County Plat Book 1, Page
146).George B.Myersand his
wife Kessie H. Myersowned the
property at the time the house
was built, according to the 1947
Monroe County Tax Assessment
rolls and adeed (Monroe Cou nty
Peed Beok G-g, Page 228).
Kessie, who was bornin
Hebran, lllinais,in 1892,

died in 1968. Her huskand died

N 1985 (Monroe County Probat e
Pocket 11-93).Their exec utors
trans‘erredthe propeity to
Richard George Moller and Marie
Agnes Moller inthe late 1g80s
(Monree County BPeedBook 354,
Page §03). The Mol ler family
occupied the house until 2001
(Monroe County Be ed 8ook 1718,
Paae 2281) Marie Agnes Meller
died 1 February 1947 (M onroe
County Peed Book 1558, Page
1086). Alice Allen reca lled that Mr
Mol ler “was the m anager ofeur
first real firs:-ren movie theatre'
n |slam orada. Thefamily of Jack
and "K" Wilkinson briefly lived n
thic heuse while ther new stilt

house was under constreict ion on
the lot next door (Allen personal
communicationaqgl). This
modest frame house typifies the
style, materials, massing, and
setting of Tavernier’s vernacular
architecture during the his:oric
district’s period of skanificance.

1gg Tavernler Trall

Wikinson House

Adesignated Monroe County
histeric landmark {(LHO g5-31), and
buidt inagsa, the Wilkinson House
isaneacly example of the s:ilt
houses that are quite common in
the Florida Keys no w. Neteworthy
dataik include verticalwood
siding on the exterior, caseme nt
windows, and a full-width wooden
porch with operable wood shut:ers
operated from the interior.

The Wilkinson Hocse, sig nificant
in'tsown right, represents
anearly instance of d omestic
architecture adapting to the
Florda environment. Precently,
stilt houses are a commo n
construction method fo und
througheut the Keys. Features of
this cons:ruc:zion mode include
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52 Cing e thwest
high conaete piers, anemphasis
on horizontality in massing, alow-
pitched raof, usually extending
onthe frent to shelter aporch,
andoperable shutters, The first
exam ple of this type of demestic
architec ture, the Wilkinson House
reflectsthe character defining
elements of this type, paiticularly
itselevation of the | ving space
abave the floadphin.

Jessie L.andFlorence H. Alley,
whe [ivedin Miami, ewned the
propertyinthe1g4os,along with
many other unde ve |eped lotsin
this subdivision (M onroe County
Deed Book E-2, Page 514; Book

G -8, Page 37g; Baak J-1,Page 41).

169 Tmrmr Tr:-|
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In19%a, Florence H.and William
T.Hennessey sold Jack O.and
Katharine L. Wilkinsontwa lots in
Singlaten'sAddition to Tavernier
Cove (Monoe County Plat Boaok

1, Page axg5) where they built this
house (Morrae County Beed Book
G4, Page 847). Jack died in1q77
(Monrae County Beath Ceitificate,
Beok 712, Paqe 768).

The Wilkinsen smoved to Key
Larga from Miaméinthe 1930s
and lived in the area of the former
Planter settlement. Jack provided
fos the family as afisherman and
callector of live marine specimens
thathe soldtomarine parks. They
enjoyed asimplified Iifes:yle, even

living in a semi-permaneant tent
building. Following his service

in World War 1] Jack Welkin son
returned with his family to
Tavernler (Wilkinsen 1996, LHO
95-31 Staff Report).Antecedents
fer this made of building can be
seeninthe hitoric phetearaph
of the Rodney Albury House
(MOe2013) at 200 Albury Lane.

165 Taverner Trail

According to the Monroe County
Property Apprarsers's data, t his
frame vemacular style residence
dates from 1910. However, that
date is speculative, at besi

The house does nat appear an
his:aric mapphgfromtheagzes
A long-time Tavernies resident,
Alice Allen s:ated that the house
was accupied in the 149as, when
tragic events occurred there Twe
famiy members were murdered
here by ther hatchet-wie lding
son-in-law (Alice Allen persanal
cemmunicat ion 1446).

The Al ky family acquired the
propeity in acounty tax
deiinquency praceedingin &7



the 1g2es, but home constrict ion
did not beginthere at that

time (Jesry Wiikinson personal
communication 2ee8). Halbert C.
Meyer of Nap ks, Florida, own ed
the property in the 1g40s (Monree
County Deed Book D-3, Page

518, Book G-25, Pawe 318). He
owned oth er undeveloped lots in
the Tavemier Cove subdivicion as
well (Monroe County Deed Book
E-2, Page 114, Book G-5, Page
176). Earl W, and Armn Hendrickson
ewnedthe property from 1965 to
1981 (Monroe County Deed Book
233, Page 161, Book 834, Page

329).

The e nes:ory house stands on a
brick per foundation, with some
poured cencrete nplaces The
frame walls feature contemporary
vertical arooved woed dding
panels. The gable roof has g
v-ctimp metal sheet roofina,
exposed rafer tails, malded
rake boards, and fascia boards
Unlit, gableroof d ormers pierce
the slope oftheroofan
both sides of thebuilding.
Bahamas <tyle |louvered

1&5 T;'n.'.-'ll:n;'l -|_'.1 | acirg r"hjcer'l

shutters protect the fenestration
An ope n porch extends from

the gable end of the southeas:
elevation.

A modern secondary dwelling
stands at the rear of the lot.
This shedroof buildingstands
one stary high on a centinuevis
mason fy feundation. The
fenestratien consicts ef double-
hung, woodsas hes with a one-
over-one light pattern This
buildingdates fromthe 1g7es.



Wit hthe quick pace that accompanies centemporary real estate

develepmentin Flerida, it is remarkable that Tavernier's his:eric
district still hasthe ability to take us back in time. Tavernier providas

us with clues te the cemplex changesthat eccurred ad mest be neath

our perception in the twentieth century. The buildings of the historic
dis:rict show us how we have survived the varisus s:ermsth at have
battered our hemes and eur lives on the archipe |ago thatis the Flosida
Keys. They alse remind usthat wecan again survivesuch s:erms,

Thus, theTavernier Histerk Bistrict is sianificant and worthy of ca reful
preservatien far its collec:ion of vemacuilar style buildings, ameng sther
at:ributes, ih which we have embedded many memaeries The buikinas,
in turn, reflect sgnificant aspec:sin local history as wellasthe Upper
Key's grewth and development. Threugh their arc hitectural history,
these buildings remind us where we have beenandguide us as we
decide upe neur future,

suosn|ou n"_‘)
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