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While the histo,y of 
Tavernier begins with its notice in 
the minds of navigators and then 
on the maps of cartographers, the 
ri chest aspect in it s history i s its 

deve lopme nt as a co mmu nity o n

Key Largo. Through devast at ing 

hurricanes, faltering econ omies,
remote transportation networks, 
and relative isolation, Tavernier

has grown into a thriving
community that typifies important
historic.al themes. Tavernier's built
e nviro nment, which is an evolving
expressio n  of its inhabita nts, th eir 

ambitions, their sa crifices, and
their arc.hitectura1 pref erence s,
reflects this unique Floridian
history. Tavernier's buildings

illustrate the determination and
commitment of its residents to
create a permanent settlement.
Archite ctural history, th e story
of making dwellings, churches,
busine sse s, and thoroughfares, 
tell s Tavernier's history of soci al
development-shaped as it was
by hardships, histodcal forces.,
and envi ronmental cha nges. 

Tavernier is not in cide ntal to 

Monroe County history and the
wider history of southern Florida.
Rather, its history brings us to a
fuller understanding of Florida's 

rich heritage. 

Sy consider ing buildings as 
evide nc e, dynamic change in 

Tavernier beco mes visib le and
reminds vs of  times worth
remembering. Change in Tavernier 

is associated with weather,
people, a nd transport at ion
improv ements. Ch ange als o 

appears in the transformation
from an ag ricultu ral economy to
a real estate and t ouri sm se rvice 

economy. Th e arc.hitecturat
evidence also shows use s 

of space, re-organization of 
space, and shif ting spatial
experienc es in Tavernie r .  The 

streets a nd build ings tell of

local entrepreneurs and famili es 
and how their needs influenced 
architectural choices .  By looking 

at Tave rni er thro ugh th e lens of
arc.hitectural hi story, we c a n  see 

how events and buildings have
not only shaped the Tavernier 

landsca pe, but how they
have combined to imbue 
th at landscape with 
spec

i
al significance for the 

c.ommumty. 
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Du,;ng the colonia l pefiod, 
Tavemier Key was bvt a hazard to 
mariners and a haven for wreckers.
Historians credit Juan Ponce
de Le6n with the disc overy of 
Florida in 1513, includ ing the Keys,
which he named Los Martiers
for a physical similarity with a 

disuessed position of mal'tyrs
he recognized in them and more
so for the suffedng they caused 
sailors. Later, the 152& expedition

of P.§;nfilo d e  Narvaez d isembarked
at Tampa Say, north ofTavemier,
explored the interior of Florida,
and sailed further , toward the 

Texas coastl ine. The command er 

died in a shipwreck with most of
his men in 1528. However , four
survivors, including Alva, NUiiez
cabeza de Vaca, continued the 
journey westward from Texas 
to California and Mexico. Eight
ye ars later, they reached Span ish
colonial settlements .  Cabeza de

Vaca wrote an intriguing account 
of his journey and captivity among
vadous inhab itants  of the Gulf
of Mexico region, valuable for



its ethn ogr aphic insights as we ll 
as a chtonicle of events (Cabeza
de Vaca lOOl). In 1565, Pedro 
Menendez de Avil es cruised t he 

Keys upo n establishing a colony
at St. Aug ustine (Tebeau 1971:
2.1; Eystet 1981: 11). Spanish
reconnaissance alo ng channels 

a nd re efs in the vicinity of the Ke ys 
tesulted i n the increasing use of 
the Florida Str aits b y  Spanish ships 

sailing to and from Eutope. In 
addition, these journeys combined
to inform t he knowledge of 
European cartographets, and the it 
maps reflect these exp lotations . 
For instanc e, Jacques LeM oyne 

de Motgues (1591) illusttated the 
Florida Straits, and rts Keys or
the "Martyres," a.s hazardo us for 
sai lots and habitat fot strange 
beasts. Later, Joan Vin ckeboons
(1639) delineated the Florida
p eninsula a nd identified Caio de
Tabanos at the southern tip o f  a 
long key in the early seventeenth 
century .  Ye ars later, not much
had changed, as can b e  seen i n  
Berna rd Romans' s (1961: :251) 
r epott an d ch art  fro m  1775- n oting
that the key offered "a smal l  

harbour within a reef" and very 

litt le in the way o f  p rovisions,
"lander abs, a f ew doves and other
birds," he wrote . In additio n, rocks
and "coral heads"there could 
prove d amaging to vessels .  Lo ng
before Romans, charts labeled
Tavernier Key thusly: Caio di
Tabanos , Cayo Tabona , Tabano, 
Tabonas, Cayo de Tivanos, Cayo
de Tabonas, and Tabanoe. Cayo 
de Ta b ona has been tra nslat ed as
Hotsefly K e y .  Btitish charts na me 
it Stephe n, KeyTabona ,Cayo 
Ta bona, an d tinally Kay Tavernier
(Clupper 2000). 

Ethnohistorica l accounts ide ntify
the Calusa and Te q uest a gr oup s 

as native occupants in the region. 
The Tequest a occupi ed the ar ea 

around Biscayne Bay, while the
(alusa chiefdom maintained a
hegemony in the sout h �centra l
and western sections of Florida.
Although Hernando de Soto 
began his 1539.43 expedition at
Tampa Bay, his journals do not
d ocument exploration activ ities 

in the Ke ys . Yet, Calusas appear
in the historical record through

the accounts of castaways 
from Spanish shipwrecks.
In the Upper Keys, 
specifically, acc.ount s  refer 

to Matecumbe as a native 

group leadet encountered
by Spaniards. Matecu mbe
then also became a 
toponym for that place in 

genetal , a.swell as a tefetent
for native groups inh abiting
that Uppet Keys location. As
for the ir regional affili ations,
they held a tribvtaty status
with Teq uest a to the north.
Latet, Teq uesta, Calusa, 
and Matecumbe became 
genetal ized in terminology
as Spanish Indians, who
exploited local natur al
resources and vtil ized
European material goods, 
such as doth from Castile, 
from Spanish wrecks th at
washed ashore. Spanish
co lonial records mentio n

that Matecumbes, who 
occupied a favorable 

wateting place, attacked
and killed a g roup of 
Spaniards in 1573. Casual
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contacts with Europeans, brief 
Christian missionary attempts,
and raids by native groups from 

the north continued throughout 
the seventeenth century and 
uansformed thek wodd (Scarry 
199t.: :21; Goggin 19t.t.: 13; Goggin 
1950: 16·20; Hodge 1907: 21; 
Schene 1973: 12; Hann 1991: 
312-313).

During the colonia l period ,  the

Keys remained isolated from
im perial administration and 
sustained Christian missionizing.
With opportunities for protit 
more apparent elsewhere, Spain
focus ed its imperi al effort  in the

regions of South and Central 
America in the s ixteenth century. 
North of the Keys, St. Augustine 
and Pensaco la devel oped as 
frontier military outposts for
protecting Spanish navigation in
the Florida Su alts and the Gulf 
of Mexico, respectively .  Havana,
Cuba, became the principal 
center of Spanish Florida during

its colonial administration
(Tebeau 1971: 309). 

-
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to the Keys .  Most 
· .......... • ·• importantly, Great 
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Britain' s  victory 
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in the French and 
Indian War included
the acquisition of 
Spanish Florid a, 
achieved through
treaty negot iat ions 

that retumed Cuba, 
which had been 

CA.1ror1mo)t of t..t> M;�r�"t'9· .. 1 . ()r'(eo in North America, 
D.)niel F del"M)n 1707. <Sttul"<':e, Libr.1"!i of Consre,u

controlled by the 
British after their 

1762 capture of Map .. of No� America} 
European di seases a nd rapacious

Spanish colonizers precipitated
the decline of main land indigenous

cultures in the region by the last 
half of the eighteenth century 
(Swanton 1969 :115; Mil.ankh
1995: 72). Despite Spain' s cl aim 
to Florida, p<ese nt·day Monroe
County remained undeve loped by
European colonists through ou t
the eighteenth century. Rat her, 
l ocal native g roups on the Keys
carried o n a trade in fish with
sail ors from H avana (Hodge 1907: 
195) .  Far off events tied t o  a global
war for empire between France 

and Great Britain brought change 

Havana, to Spain. 
The Spanish withdrawal from
Florida in 1763 also involv ed 
the removal of native g roups
living on the Keys who had allied
themselves with Spain. Spanish 
ships carried them to Cuba.
Gradually, Seminole groups beg an 

to reoccupy the abandoned I.ands 
of departed Spanish -all ied groups
in the 1nos (Goggin 1950: 21). 

Bdtish terdtodal administration
l ocated at both Saint Augus tin e'
and Pensacola, commenced with
the invalidation of Sp anish roya l 
land grants and the authorization 



of Sco ttish merchan t
factors to trade with 
local n ativ e  groups.

British cartograph er 

Bernard Romans 
created a d etailed m ap
identifying  the Keys,
including Tavernie r, 
which he mapped as

Key Tabona in 1n4. An
earher map ,  drafte d 
by Daniel Peterson 

(1767) ill ustrates th e 

British partitioning of

l\.,\&f or f.�· .t1ndWe&I ft.,,.;d". &-�d R.om&nf, 
17 :,., . <Soul'\':C', L;br.,iy oS Cons�-M��o� Nolttl 

Am¢'i(JI re1erfo .. <e 0HeGliQn)

Florida into eastern an d wes tern

governmental units, as well as the 
relative location of the Keys, even
though they are not individually
labele d. Al so during this period,
Will

i
am Bartram travele d  from

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on 

botanical research journeys to
Florida between 1m a nd 1n7.
His published account of the 
Seminole,  Creek, an d Ch erokee 

groups and descriptions of native
flora, inc luding the royal palm
tree, establ ished his reputation
as an American natural is t an d
explore!' and p<ese nted an early

understanding of terrain in Florida
(Bartram 1996, 429-479). 

During this period of  British
administratio n, Bahamian 

fishermen and wl'eckers from New 
Providence exploited favorabl e 

conditions fol' tul'tli ng and 
salvaging o n  the American side of
the Florida Straits, long known fol' 

its dangerous sho als .  B ahamian

sailors found suitable anchorages
for their vessel s at Ta vernier Key,
among others, whel'e sea tuttle
kraal s and impermanent storage 

facilities wel'e mostly likely

constructed. Fisherme n  so ught
out sea turtles, whose shells were 
valued for jewelry and c omb
manufacture. Turtles also pr ovided
a source of food. For exa mple,
Charles Oal'Win l'epol'ted that 
turtle meat ,  both fresh and sa lt ed, 
when pl'epared pl'operly was fit fol'
human consumption, but turtle 

soup especially, could be quite 
del ici ous .

When he was in the Galapagos
Islands in 1832, on J ame s  Isla nd
specifically, he lived for a week 

--· 
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n ear a p arty of Spaniards wh o

we re fishing and turtling, Oal'\vin 

and hi s party '"li ved ent ir ely upon 

tortoise  meat: the breast plate
roasted (as the Guachos do came 
con cuero) ,  with the flesh on it,

it is ve ry good and the young
tortoises make excellent soup; but
otherwise the meat t o my t aste 

is indi fferent" (Darwin 1909: 379,
380,381). 

Key Tave rn ier offered a prefer red
anchorage due to its location 

near the hazardous Carysfort 
Reef and potable water on Upp er

Matecu mbe. Bahamian fishermen 

and wreckers returned wrth 
salvaged goods and vessels to the 
Bri tish ad miralty cour t  in Nassau

in the Bahamas for adjudication.
Baham ians also exploited timber

resour ces on the Keys, such as 
mahogany, in this period (Dodd
1944: 174-175.i Goggin 1944: 14). 
Later int he nineteenth century,
many of Tavernier's earliest
settle rs descended fr om Bahamian 

ancestry . 

Having lost m ilrt ary control in
1781, British administratio n  of 
East and West Florida tinally 
ended in 1783. Spain reclaimed it
as an Am erican ally in t he Treaty 
of Paris that ,ended the Amer ican 

Revolut ion (Tebe au 1971: 73-91). 
Li ttle cha nge in the character 
of life and bus iness around
Tave rnier Key occurred during the
restoration of Spanish c ontrol.
Bahamian privateers contin ued
the ir patro ls of the Florida Stra its.
The presence of Un ited States 
Navy vessels , part of the West

I ndia Squadron, eme rged on the
seascape in an effort to sup press 

act ive buccaneers in the regi on 

after the War o f  1812 (Goggin
1950: 22).

I n the years of the Early
American Republ ic, President

J ames Madison a nd Secretary
of  State James Monroe worked
toward acq uir ing Florida through
administrative measures and
forceful attem pts . For instance, 
the United States invaded 
Pensac ola d uring the War of 1812

and annexed portions of West 

Florida along the Perdido River

through a broad interpretat ion 

of former President Th omas

Jefferson's Louisiana Purchase
treat y .  Also, militias fr om Georgia 

and other southern states made 
incursions into Florida in the

vicinity of the St. Mary's River and
Amel ia Island. Salutary neglect
characterized the level of Spanish 
colonial administration of Florid a

f rom 1783 to 1821, a.s Spain 
offered generous land grants to

settlers and protection for fugiti ve
American slaves.

After the Creek War, the F irst 
Seminole War, and the United
States purchase of East Florida
from Spain during President 
James Monroe's adm in istr ation 

in 1821, American settlers

began populating the terr itory
and changing its soc iety, most
noticeably in the introduction 

of chattel slavery to work north
Florida cotton fields and the
establ ishment of an admiralty
court in KeyWest, which became a

port of entry, in 1825 (Dodd 19t.t.: 



179.180 ; Mahon 1994: 147-148;
Tabeau 1971: 103-109). 

Outing Flofida's United States
territorial period, no known 

settlement O( frontie( soci ety
devel opment occ urred on 

Tavemie( O( sout hern Key La,go.
Key West, howev er, witne ssed 
settlement of people from New

England and the Bahamas as early
a s 1821, and peop le from th ere 

began to utilize the Uppe( Keys. 
Com petitio n  between American

and Bahamian wreckers increased, 
a s did co mmerci al t raffic thr o ugh
the Florida Stra its. During the fi,st 
half of the ninete e nth century ,  
wrecking to ok prominence as the

maj or econom ic.  activity. S alvage 

vessels of Ba hamian and American
origin n ow Ciuised al ong the Keys,
searchi ng for  w recks. Sp onging 

and turtling continued to prov ide 

income. Even in the nineteenth
century, Tavernier Key rem a ined a 

favorable anchorage fo( w reckers
monito ring the n otoriousCarysfort 
Reef. For instance, Charles 
Vignoles no ted in 1823 that Key
Tavern le, se(ved as a "gene ral 
rendezvous o f t  h e lit tle fl eet of
small craft, which are annually 
fitted out for wr ecking"' (Vignoles
1977: 118; Wi lkinson 2008a).

In the tirst half of the nineteenth
century, the character of econ omic 

1fe in settlements on the Keys 
as commercial, agricuttural,

nd extractive. Fishe r men 

xploited such abundant mari ne
esources a s turtles, sp onges, 

and reef fish. Wreck ing (emained
quite pro fit.able, and KeyWest,
with its convenient ancho(age
and admiralty court, developed

its commerce on that activit y .

I ntere sts located in Ne w  York a nd
Connect icut owned most w recking
vessels, but knowledge able 

New Englanders and Bahamians
manned them (Dodd 1944: 180, 
186). P(es ident Monroe authorized
a special naval f orce to use Key 
West as a base in their efforts
to suppress piracy in 1822. The

... 

JJ. Sta."'<Cr, t'.,ui:I':, .  L,!1f:' \liewof Kc:9 Wr:t1t, fb., l<IS-1 (Sou�r:: Ubr.,iy of Con5ret1t1, C,r:05r.,ph9 ;,nd M;<tp l)i�if1,!0n,
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f ederal government install ed a 

system of navigational aids along
the Flo rida coast begi nn ing in 1824 

and ini tiated a coastal svrvey in
1849 , whi ch identifi ed Tavernier
Creek between Key Largo and 
Plantation Key.

Th e first navigat ional a i d placed
at Carysfo rt Reef was a ve ssel 
mounted with a beacon. The 
lighthouse was operational in 1852 
(Dodd 1944: 182, 198). Events on 

Indian Key ill ustrate settlement
efforts in the Upper Keys. In the 
1830s, Indian Key represented
the largest settlement in the
Upper Keys.  It func tion ed as the 

county seat of newly formed Dade
County .  Th e U.S. Na vy ma intaine d
a depot on Indian Key, which
also housed a custo ms i nspecto r.
In 1832, John James Audubon 
explored and documented th e 

vadety of b ird species in the
Keys(Audubon, et al. 1844 : 
111). Seminole fa ids i n  the
Se cond Sem inole War ,  however,

decimated the senlement
on Indian Key. As a resuft
of the faid, Miami became

the seat of Da de Coun ty ,  which 
still included the Uppef Keys, in 

1844. Due to these eve nts, set tlers
turned their focus and livelihood
to Key West. In 1 845, the War
Department began const,uc-tion 
of Fort Za chary Taylor a nd Fort
Jeffefson in the lowef Keys
(Tebea u 1971: 140, 146·148, 167). 

The advent of steam·powered 
ships, improve d nautical <.harts , 
and l

i
ghthouse construction 

contributed t o the d eclin e  of
wrecking in the n ineteenth 
century .  Key West 's c ourts stopped 

issuing wrecking l
i
censes in 1921

(Do dd 1 944: 1 99). Co nstruction , 
commerce in naval stores, and 
cigar.making susta ine d Key
West's prosperi ty aftef the
demise of wreck ing. In the
Uppef Keys, residen ts turned to 
farming, packi ng, and s hipping
such agricultu,al products a.s 
p ineappl es, tomat oes, limes, an d
melons. In 1866, the Upper Keys
were returned to Monroe County's 

jurisdiction.



At this point in the
ninete enth century, Tavern ier's 

hi:Stoiy comes into dea rer 
focus .  The Homestead Act 
s timulated, and an agdc:ultural
entrep reneur from Key West 
initiated, Tavernier's development. 
Surveyors began delineating 
land for settlements in the Up per
Keys in 1874 (Wells 1984), but 
Captain Ben Baker ,  resident of Key 

West and a prominent wrecker, 
establi shed a plantation in 1866 on 

Key largo northeast of present ·  
day Tavernier .  Although Baker 
did not live there fv / 1-time, h e
demonstrated the settl emen t 
potential of the area based on 
agricufture, and he established a 

post office there in 1870 (Wilki nson 
2008e). The Ho m estead Act, 
pa.ssed during President Lincoln's
administ r ation, made public land
available for disposal. Under
Captai n Baker, Planter, the roots
of the Taverniet comm unity, 
prospered from the c ultivation 

of pineapples, tomatoes,
and melons.  The commu nity

establi shed a post office in 1891 .
Tavernier's ancestor-1:he Planter
commun it y, whi ch ce ntered

on the Samuel and Caroline 
Johnson family homes tead ,  

included a school, a chutch, five
farms, a nd a cora l lim estone rock

landing. (Wi lkinson 2008c). A
canning factory  on Plantatio n

Key, ope,ated by the Pindet
brothers, and fast s choon ers 
bound for New York Cit y supported 
Planter's profitabl e agr icuftura l 

W,11,:,m K"-'"'C I j()' M� <>� fl<>n� 
E..:iMCo"t R,.:iilw�(50UN'.c: 11eleri
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production. One milli on

crates of pineapples were
shipped from the Keys in 

1875. The first postmaste, 
of Planter was John W .
Johnson, followed by 
Charles W .  Johnson in 1901. 
On July 6 ,  1902, John Wesley 
Johnson was re · appointed
postmastet (Wilkinson
2008e) .  William Krom e's 

190s sutvey map fot Flaget's
Florida East Coast Rail road
Key West Extension (FEC)
identified the Planter 
community as a du stet of 
buildings situated on th e 

shoals of Hawk Channel
(Clupper 1998; McCoy 1997,
124; Wlndhorn and Langley 

1974: 154 18; Wilkinson
Wi nter 1997: 1 7 •19;
Wilkinson 2008b; Eyster
1982: 16 •17). 

The d evelopment of Plant er 

followed a mote general 
growth trend underway 
on Key Latgo. Population
growth on Key Largo shared 
a link with pineapple truck



farms.  I ncreases in truck farms

paralleled populat ion increases.
Fo r examp le, 1870 c ensus data 

revealed only th irteen hovseholds 
with 61 inhabitants on Key Larg o 

after passage of the Homestead 
Act. Ten y ears late r, Key Largo had
grown t o  200, with Bahamians
comp rising a prominent po rtio n

of that population. By 1900, the

populat ion had grow n to 350,
as the agricultural economy
flourished. Following t he 1906
hurdcane, Key Largo pop ulation
numbers had dropp ed to 200. 
Most farmers had small vegetable 
g ardens a nd citr u s  g roves. 
Fl'uit tree varieties included
guava, date palms, sapodill as,
mangoes, bananas, and cocoanuts 
(Wi lkinson Fall 1997: 3; Gallagher
1997: 74; McCoy 1997: 125; 
Wind horn and Langley 1974: 18). 

A variety of forces conspired to
bring on the abandonment of
Planter .  The pineapple blight and
another hurricane in 1909 again 
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d amaged aops. Also, 
the location  of the FEC
railroad alignment toward

the gulf side of the key
induced a shift in the 
community's locatio n.
Planter may have been
a ble to rebou nd from
the natural disasters,
but the tr anspor tation

improvement sealed 

its fate. Rat her than

working to the benefit
of farmer s on the 
Keys, the FEC p<ovided

lower ship ping costs
for Cuban-produced 

pineapp les that wer e

already priced lower than

local p ineap ples. The

fh(),t�'Y�rh; v1,11.;,,,., K,,,,,,c , 190, M3p <>� l�nd.\
E.,uc Co:.:it R..:111 ... -:._, .  c.s,o ... �"" Helen w.;i.:11e,
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local market collapsed ,  a nd the 

Planter Post Office dosed in 1910
(Gall agher 1997: 74; Wilkinson

2008e). 

The 190s Krome map prov ides 
clues a bout l if e near Plant er
just before the  FEC railroad
co nstruction project began. 
Farming was a primary economic
act ivity .  The ra ilro ad map-
maker plotted the location of
old lime grove s, cultivat ed fields 

of pineapples, dense growth of

Tallahassee hammock, a wharf, 
and Joseph Mourier's orange
grove. Joseph Mourier was,
according to the 1900 US censu s 

population schedule, a 43-year-old
farmer who was born in New Yor k .  
His parents were born in France.
HIS e ight-year-old son Joseph, who 

was born in  Louisiana, lived in his
household and was " a t school. "' 

Swamps-a "wet boggy 
swamp" and a "mangrove and 
buttonwood swamp

"'-st oo d 
between Planter and the railroad.



The need for easy access  to the 

r ai lroad a lso brought about the 

shift in community lo cation. The
dght-of-way mapping included

landowne r names in Tavernier:
Annie E. H ull, Absa lom Albury and
wife, Amos Lowe and wife, and 
Wi lliam Sawyer and wife. Planter's
shorehne location indicated the 

commun ity's orientation toward
the ocean and transport.ation by
boat. The railroad changed that 
aspect of life at Pla nter (Sim pson 

,983, 55). 

In 1907, r ai lroad construction
activity increased in Tavernier.
Workers completed the trestle
over Tavernier Creek then, a nd the 

construction of depot bui ldings 

soon followed. FEC railroad 
timetables from 1908 show the
extent of the rail road 's o pera tion

on Key Largo. Early railr oa d
buildings in Tavernier included the
section foreman's house and the
station house, or depot (Wilk inson 

2008d). 

By 1911 , a new post office at 
Tavernier began serving the 
former community of Pla nter .
Tavernier developed on land
owned by A mos Lowe and Robe rt 
Albury, who were the heads of
househ o lds that had e stablished a 

permanent presence in southern
Key Largo in t he late nin eteen th
century. Their arrival at Planter
coincided with the fav orable 

pineapple market on Key Largo 
at that t ime. Amos Lowe's pat ent
for two tracts of 1 4 6.16 acres 
combin ed on Tavernier date s

from 1 0  June 1882 (United States
Genera l Land Office Record s, 
1796-1907). However, 1870 census 
takers identified Amos Lowe, who 
was bor n in the Bahamas, as a 

farmer with his household on Key
Largo. His wife Ada E. Lowe, a lso 

born in the Bahamas, kept their 

househ o ld, which included three 

chi ldren. A farm laborer, Eldred
Curry ,  lived ne arby, somewhere

between the Lowe and Albury 
househ o lds. Robert Albury a lso 

patented two tracts totaling
1.46. 26 -acres north of the Lowe 

tract dating from 15 August 1882

(United States Genera l Land Office 

Records, 1796-1907). The 1870 
census takers identi�ed Robert 
Albury as a Bahamas-born farmer 
with his househo ld on Key Lar go.
His wife, Patience, also was born
in the Bahamas. His s on, Absa lom

Albury, wa.s 26-years old at the
time of the 18]0 census, which
noted that he too was born in
the Bahamas. Absalom Albury's 

patent of 11.4.53 ac.res dates from 

20 Dece mber 1882 (United States

General Land Office Records, 
1796-1907). 1880 census re cord s 

documented the same household
situations, identifyingAbsalom

Albury, John R. Al bury,  William 

Albury, and Joseph Albury (the
sons of Patience and Robert
Albury) as farmers .  In 1880, the 
Lowe household included Am os

and Ada E. Lowe (husband and 
wife) ,  and five childr en: Ada E . ,
Mary A., Sarah E . ,  Annie S., and 
Leonard L. Emanue l Gran t was 
included among the household,
perhaps as a board er or laborer. 
Records fro m the 1890 
census have been destroyed.  11 



In the vidnity of c ultivat ed tields
around the Absalom Albury house,
as depic.ted in the 1905 Krom e 

map, a cluster of bui ldings stood
on the ocean .side shore. They 

included a church and a school. 
Some maps identify this section of
Tavernier a.s Lowesport.

The Albury famil y a chieved local
prominence through, among other 

ways, service as post ma ster. For

instance, after Daniel W .  Ri ley's
appoi ntment to the post in 1911, 
Merlin Albury served for ten years,
beginn ing on 21 January 1916, a nd 
Robert H .  Albury began serving in
1926. Robert H. Albur y's service 

continued unti l 1953, atthough
a brief interrupti on occurred 
during W orld War II. Lastly ,  Paul
E. Albu ry received his post master 

commission in 1953 (Cl upper 1988;
'Wilkinson 2000: 161; Wilkinson 

2.008e; Wilkinson 1008a).

As the rail road approached 
Tavernier, the community's largest 
landh old er s, the Lowe family and 

the Albury brothers (Joseph 
11 V., Absalom, andWUltam) 

sensed an o pp ortunity for profits 
in real estate. In 1913 and 1914, 
they hired Georg e L. MacDo na ld
to surve y and plat their father's

land int o parc els . Soon thereafter,
the Albury brothers divided
the parce ls among themselv es 

through a deed dated s 
August 1914 (M onro e

County Deed Book A·l, 
Pages 163-167). South 

incl uded a cistern only, Mr s .  Ada E.
Albury's waterfront lot included a
school, and the land of the Albury
brothers induded a school too.
The school, however, stood nearer
to the railroad than the ocean. The 
parcel boundaries th at divided the 

. . 
. ._ 

of the Alburys, the 1913 
plat of the Amos Lowe 

Homestead (Monroe 
County Plat Book 1, Page 

80) identified individual

lot land owners, who 

were famil y members,
and features of the 
communrty's built
environment at

florid:. E.�$1;co�t R.1ifw;3,,5t.e�m E.n_sinul'IOon
T .1vcn-t1cr&d t').-,d,;c {Soul'(C

1 
,St&tc L,br&r!J 

.ard Ar.:hive:i of fbri<h)

th at time, which
still oriented itself toward the
ocean, rather than the r ail road. 
For instance, Austin Sa wyer's
waterfront lot incl uded a hous e,
Sam W .  William s's lot included a
house and cistern, Mrs .  Sarah E. 
Johnson's waterfront lot induded
a house and a cistern, Mrs .  
Mary A. Sawyer's waterfront lot 

land among the Lowe family later 

became the alignments foll owed 
by such streets in Tavernier as
Coconut Row, Lowe Street, Oc.ean 

Avenue, Tavernier Trail , Beac h
Road ,  and Sunrise Drive .

The 1914 plat of the pr operty 

belonging to Absalom Albury,



William Albury, and Josep h 
V. Albury did not identify the
names of l ot owner s  (the 

earl ier mentioned deed has the
names ) ,  but it drd lo c ate l oca l
built environment features: the
FEC r ail road right·of4 way, the 

FEC section house, and a few
subdivisions of large lots int o 

building parcels near the ra ih'oad
(Monroe County Pl at Bo ok 1, 
Page 64). Lot l ines formed by 

the d ivisio n  of the Albury estate 

also emerged as streets such as
Atlant ic Circl e Drive.

By the 1920s, the settleme nt
at Tavernier had a pop ulation
of ap proximately fifty families;
some o f  them farmed, while 
others  worked for the r ail road.  
The community featured a small
number of commercia l st ores, 
a service station, a Methodist
churc h, and a schoolhouse
(Wells 1984: 6). Such commun ity 
members  as the Albur y brothers

owned land beyo nd Ta vernier,
suggesting the extent of 
their farming oper atio n  and
investments. The 1922 Monroe 

County Tax A ssessme nt Roll 
showed JosephV. Albury, Will iam 

Albury, and Absa lom Albury
owning propert y on Plantat ion 
Key in addition to their land on 

Key Largo. The 1922 tax rolls 
also indicated the tax burde n  of
the estate of Mary A. Sawyer in 
Tavernier that included four lots 

in the Amos Lowe Homestead

plat. The heirs of Mary A. Sawyer, 
wife of George Sawyer, (incl uding
George G. Sawye r, George 8. 
Sawyer, A. Leland Sawyer, Ida A.
Baldwin, and Melton E. Sawyer)
acquired the 14 4 acre property 
from Amos Lowe' s Homestead 
tract in 1921 (M onroe County Deed
Book A4 4 ,  Page 507). leonard L. 
Lowe also paid taxe s on four lots in 

the Amos Lowe Homestead plat.
Grace Cull i ngford paid t axe s  on
a three·acre lot, which had been
owned by A ustin Sawyer. A da 

E .  Albury and Sara h  E. Johnson 

also appeared in the tax roll s for 

property in Tavernier in 1922.

The years between 1910 and 1915 

in Florid a wit ne ssed a period of
substa ntial construction activity 

on the whole, which beca me 

known statewide as a Land 
Boom. Population also ifl(Ieased
dramaticall y in Florida at this
time. In Monroe County, howe ver,  
only Key Largo exper ienced the
devel oper's activity .  The remainder
of the Keys was considered to be
too remote for t he full onslaught 
of the speculative deve lopment
that characterized th e boom. A 
1916 hurricane that made landfall 
in Miami, failure by some buyers
to make payments on real estate 
trans actions, and restrict ions 

on c.redit butst the spec ulative
bubble. Ne vertheless, some of
T a vernier's prominent citizens 

arrived during this period: Oliver
M. Woods, H.S. McKenzie , and
Harr y Harris, among others.
In 1925, 0.M. Woods platted
.. Oll

i
ewood," which bec.ame the

Ta vernier No. 2 subdivisio n  in 

1929. Tavernier No. 2 emerged 
from lots 19, 20, part of 17, and

part of 18 in the Albury brothers'

property, which they an d  their 

heirs transferred to Woods 
in 19:25 (Monroe Cou nty ,, 
Deed Book 8·5, Page 151). 



Subdivision Name 

SunnyH11ven 
Knust & lane Re-subdwision 

t.ar9<> Bc&eh 
Taveml('r No. 1 
T&vemier Bc11d,, i\tt1en<l e<l 

TaverTil('r(ove 
Singlcte)n's Ad<l ili<)n lo Titveinier Cove
Taveml('r Heights

Woods did not limit his real e stat e 

investments to Key Largo .  He 
also purchased Albury lan d  on
Plantation Key, which he p latted
as Olliewood No. 2 (Monroe 

County Plat Book 1, Page 190).
The Depression and Florida's 

post-Land Boom beadsh market, 
however ,  defeated h is plans an d
led to tax def auft proceedings .
Georg e W .  Albury acquired ma ny
of the lots in Olliewood 2 in 1936
(Monroe County Deed Book G-9, 
Page 325) and 1940 (Monro e

County Deed BookJ·1, Page 39). 
Deed resea rch also revealed that 

in July 1921, Leonard L .
l+ Lowe and Hannah Low e 

T;1ble I

Date P lat BookJPage 

J9t6 1.h85 

1915 1/u,6 

l9tS 1}108 

1915-1919 1)179 ,ind l/8

1928 1/><n 

1915 l/103 

J9t6 1)135

1916 l/180 

sold fou r of the lots they owned
in the Amos Lowe Homestead 
plat (Monr oe Co unty Deed Bo ok
A4, page 507; Book As pages 489, 
493·494, an d 497). Many of these 
large lots emerged as Tavernier
subdivis ion s in the Florida Lan d
Boom. A plat is a map of sutveyed 
land, scaled to show division 

of land, and is used a.s a legal
document for land sa le . 

In the short span of time that was
the Flori da Land Boom ,  numerous 

subdivis ion p lats for Tavern ier
appeared on paper, laying the 

foundation for the community 
landscape of the pres ent.  I n a 1975
newspaper interview, Captain

Owner Name 

M11rlba o. B11les 
Wi lliam Knust and Della Lan('
Marry 11nd Rvlh Tedd 
0.M. Woods and J.M. Woods
M.annah 11nd l.eon111d l, .  I.owe
Wi lliam Knust and Della Lan('

l<)hnSin9le1on
Ada E .  and William Albury

Rodney Albury recall ed that 
constl'Uc:tion of the fi,st road in
the Ta vernier area oc.curred circa 

1926 (Eyetdam 1975). This dirt
road proceeded up Key Larg o, an d 
state-funding provided for the
construction of more roads an d
bridges th,oughout the Keys from
1923 to 1918 (M arzyck 1997: 143 ) .  
Roads became important factors 

in area development, pro viding
settlers with more transportation 
options for entering and exiting
the keys. 

Developers exploited these
transportation improvements and
the sale of individual lots from
the Amos Lowe Homestead plat 



s ubdivisions .
Rathe r, they sold
parcels in Tavern i er 

from the lots 
deli neated in their 

1914 plat. 

The unfulfill ed 
ambitions of
s peculators

during the L and
Boom appeared 

E:,.:irge� .:a t  T �vemoer0�1:.ForC�tru::OOn oS the in the designs for 

0-·C"fl>C.'.I<> R.'.l,l ... �9 E..,tc<'li,•M CS<,...<:c, St�t-e Lib,,'.ll'(J 3-..J the Largo Beac.h 
AAh,ve�oF fk.ricb) subdivision. Here,

in 1921 by Hannah and Leonard
Lowe . The list of plats dating
between 1925 and 1928 ill ustrates 

the active real estate market at
the time (T able 1}.

All but one of these plats
originated from ear lier 

subdivisions and sales o f  lots
from the property of Am os Lowe. 
Except for their deed to O.M. 
Woods, which became Tavernier 

No. 2. (Mon roe County Plat 
Book 1, Page 179), the Albury
brothe rs (Absalom, William, and
Joseph V.) did not plat individu a l

the de veloper s 
anticipated large amounts of
dredging a nd tilling to create 

building lots and a pier where
mangrove swamps stood. 
Streets named Euclid Place 
and Washington Avenue 

were envisioned as grand
thoroughfares, but they remain 

as undeveloped swamp to date. 
Based on research in newspaper 
arc.hives of the Key Largo Breeze 
by Jerry Wilkinson , we know th at
W.H. Knust and E.F. Lane(Della 
Lane' s hus band} managed their 

Key Largo real estate investments

from Mt ami. Lane, who w as 
a member of the Key L argo 
chamber of commerce, died in 

1926. O.M. Woods and Roger 

Albury were also chamber of
commerce members (Wilkinson
personal communicat ion 2008).
During the Great Depression,
the Keys suffered economic ally.  
Key West had entered a period 
of decline following World War I,
when the U.S. Navy reduced its 
presence there. In add it ion , cigar
manufacturing left the city in
favor of Tampa, and the sponge 

lishing indusuy moved to T arpon
Springs. Immense debt res ulted
in the Federal Emergency Relt ef 
Administration takin g  over 

municipal finances in Monroe 

County by 1933 (Tebeau 1971, 
385-387, 403). Hous es built in
Tavernier during the Depression
reflect the national economic 

climate and the utilizat ion of
building m ateria ls br ought in by 

the railroad. The house at 140
Tavern Drive and the house at 
113 Sunrise Drive are fine
examp les of this point. ,, 



H. S. "M ac"' Ma cke nzie, a n

entrepre neur and builder, and his 
wife Hazel moved to Tavernier 

from Homestead in 1928, initiating
a sign ificant phase of con st ruction 

activity in Tavernier .  Mackenzie
built a small Sta ndard Oil Service 

Station (MO�o3627) and a drug
store (n ow the vac.ant Copper 
Kettle Restaurant (M0-03625)
a long the new Ove rseas Highw ay .
Mackenzie also built a building 
intended to serve a s  a movie 

theatre but later became the
Tavern ier Hotel (M0-01996)
and the Old Tavern Tea Room
(M0-03626). He operated a 

water-hauling business, as well.
Mackenzie's businesses provided
import ant work opp ortun ities for 

Tave rn ier's residents. Even after
the Depr ession , he built homes on 
the bay side of Tave r nie r .

Harry Harris built the hou se at 
11.4 Lowe S treet (M001989 an d 
LHD 95·8) as an investment in the 
193os. These buildi ng s ref lect  the 

,, 

growth of the community 
just a fter the end of the 

Land Boom and prior to the 

t ragic hur r icane of 1935 (Henry 
2003, 36) ,  

During the  Great Depression, the
federal government fu nded a 

New Deal program that provided 
construction j obs erecting
highway bridges to replace ferry
crossings of the Overseas Highway
in Monroe Coun ty. These fe rry 
crossings were located at No
Name Key ,  a nd between Gr as sy 

Key an d Lower Matecum be. 
Work camps were established a t 
W indley Key, site of an extensive 
quarry, a nd on Lower Matecum be 

Key. Construction of the bridges
began in earnest in mid-1935
(Henry 2003, 38). 

Signtficant changes in the built 
env i ronment, as wel l  as sign ificant
loss of human l ife, occurred
on Labor Day 1935, whe n  a 
hurricane made landfall in Monroe 
Count y .  The hurricane killed 
app roximately 400 people and 
destroyed much of the FEC Key 
West Exte nsion ra il road. Many of
those who lost their lives were the
aforement ioned high way work ers.

tvkmon,11 to Hu m(&l'IC V•<tm,e,, 
t\!t,;..:ewmbe K� fbnd�. (.Sou� 
L,bra'!J or Cor1src<» ,  t' ., ... Sc<vr-•t9 

AJi.rutr�ion. Offic.c of 'W:ir 
1 .. rv,9:,t,()n fhvt,.'Sr"i:-" Colk<tiv<)}

The FEC decided not to rebuild
the rail road due to the e xtensive 

repair costs. Instead, the FEC 
sold the right-of -way a nd bridges
to the state. Three years late r,
the Monroe County Toll Bridg e 

Commission, with federal funding,
con st ructed a highway a lon g the 

former railroad right-of-way. This
p roject supported the growi ng



tourism industry in the 

Florida Keys. The tropical
chmat e and excellent tishin9 
opportu n ities available in 

the n earby Gulf Str ea m
kept up toudsts' interest 

in the Keys(Wells 1984:
9). Rodney A lbu,y, Cliff
Carpent er, and Eugene

Lowe succeeded as off-shore 
capta ins in the charter bo at 
business dudng this period
(Shirley Faye Albury  perso n al
communication 2008).

F-re�on K.e, 19,.1 CS�, 11elen 'vV.1de,
Ubr&r9, MOr" ... �IC Cvunt9 f' ublic L,br&'!J, 

IJ.1m�.1} 
F ollow ing the d eflation of
the Florida land Boom and the
Gr eat Depression, th e Second
World War stimulated the region's
economic recover y .  Sp ecifical l y ,  
the U.S. Navy reactivated the 
Key W est station in Worl d War I I
(Tebeau 19]1.: 416) .  The expansion
of the nava l base in Key West
necessitated the use of more
water tha n  could be suppl ied
by dstems . Therefore, a water 
pipeli ne fr om Florid a City to 

Key West wa.s constructed in 
1941 (Tebeau 1971: 404). Prior 
to pipel ine consuuction, people

captured and stored rainwater 
in cisterns .  Shirl ey Faye Albury 
recalled that her father had a 
c istern com posed of c ypress ta nks 
with ch ar coa l f ilters, an d  the 

water was pumped to the house. 
Even if t he Navy had not in stall ed 
the pipeline, she added, .. Co nch 
people would have surviv ed"
(Personal Communication 

2oo8). Th e t erm Conch origi na lly 
referred to Bahamian fisherfolk
who in clud ed the large marine 

gastropod mullosks in their diets.
Residents of th e Florid a Keys with
Bahamian ancestry use the term 

to denote their proud herit age 

(Foster 1991:1). Plans for such
a pipehn e  date from 1925, but
Monroe County never completed
the p r oject. The Florida Keys
Aqueduct Commission, which was
creat ed in 1937, initia ted sur vey s
and planning studies, but water
did not reach Key We st until 1942 
(Wilkinson Spring 1999: 98·99).
Another resid ent of Key Largo,
Beauregard Albury ,  recalled
that c isterns required reg ular
maintenance: 

'"To cl ean our cisterns , w e would
pump and bail the water out 
and save it in barrels .  Then , we 

would scrub the cistern and put 
the water bac.k in . We added 
kerosene on top of the water for 

wiggle ta ils [mosqu ito larvae)"
(Wilkinson Summer 1999: 121).

Aerial photography ofTavemier,
tak en between 1945 a nd 1955, 
shows changes in the landscape
that occurred after Worl d War

11··194S mapping shows an 

agricuftural field (perhaps a 

dtl'us grove) between Lowe 17 
Street and Coconut Row; by 



1955, only a small patchwork of
the grove remained among houses 
that had been buil t  (Historic Aeri al
Photog raphs of Uppe r Florida
Keys , 1945, 1947, and 1955.) 

I n the 1950s, electr icity w as

introduced to many parts
of the Keys that ha d never 
experienced it on more than just 
a part·time basis. In the early
days, Tavernier residents relied
on locally ge nerated ele<.tric
power .  H.S. McKe nzie installed
a diesel generator and installed
distribu tio n  lines to loca l homes 
that desired the servi<.e. McKe nzie
energized th e hnes only during
essen tial hours of the day.
Neverthel ess, this arrangem ent
was insufficient to allow for
refri gerat ion of fo od .  The refore,
housewives, accord ing to Sharon 

Wells (1984: 8), 

"roasted and ground their 

own c offe e, made their own 

yeast, and ..• preserved many 
items in salt, incl uding tubs of

lard and butter brought
II by boat or ra il. Staples 

of rice, fl our, and beans were 

ordered by the barrel, as was
pic.kled beef .  Fresh milk was
totally unavailable ,  so canned
conde nsed milk served ma ny 
purposes, including desserts
which are w orld f amous today 

[key lime p ie].'

Such d el icacies as ice cream,
howeve r, were made possible
through the ingen uity of the 

local Conchs. Shirle y Faye Albury
(Personal Communica tion 2008)
remembe red that her father 

told her about harvesting jelly 

coconuts as the key ingredient for 

Herb Alc:9 l),Y(':, foi-Ci-.:i..,(.,,I., 1,J;; 
(S,o,. ,.-.:e, St.o,te L,br,lflJ .�nJArcJ....�-t, 

of flori,:b}

hand ·made ice cream, whic.h was 
<.ooled in tubs of rock salt and then 

churned in the process of men

running with the tubs, During the
New Deal era of President Fra nklin 

0. Roosevelt's administration,
the Rural Electrific atio n
Administration assisted in 
financing electrical d istribution 

systems in rural areas, such as the  
Florida Keys Electric Cooperat ive 
Association , Inc., which energized

its lines in 1942. Capt.a in Eugene 

Lowe sel'Ved as the first manager 
of the Florida Keys El ect ric 

Cooperative Association, Inc.,

f ;,h  f iyon the Ke9:,..:it He.-b A�e9'�
T °'""i &t Covn� I j n CS,...-«: 51.�,�

Ubr� � Aµ:hiVC":�of flond.::i) 



plant in Tavernier (W1lkinson 

Winter 1999: 81·82).

US Route 1 (the Overseas 
High way) was widened in several

locations along its route through
the Fl ori da Keys begi n ni ng in 

the 1960s. The reconfigured 
h ighway w as most noticeable in 

Key Largo. A new to ll bridge at 
Card Sound was b ui lt in the early
1960 s. F urthermore, the Fl orida 

Keys' reputat ion a s  a vacation
destination provid ed s ustained 
support for reat estate services
and touri sm, which sup planted
agriculture in the local eco no my
(Henr y 2003: 39·40) .  
The Driftwood lodge was a
popul ar Tavernier venue from th e 

1930s t o  the 1950s, located at the 
end of Sunrise Drive. Com pletio n

of the Overseas Highway
sti mu lated business b y  bringing
more tourists to the area. In the 

late 1940 s, Raymo nd and An nie 

Maloney managed the Dfiftwood
Lodge f or i ts owner Ad ri an Rol l i ni,
a noteworthy jazz musician. Rollini 
died in th e late 1950s, a nd a fir e in 

the 1960s destroyed the Driftwood 

Lodge (W1lkinson 2008d). Herb
Alley's campground also became a 

popular tourist d estin atio n at this
point in Tavernier's  history.

,, 



J <�>ki•g•1the history of 
�ier through iti built
environment provides wi Wltimate 
portrart  of the tommuntty. The 
hou�s conwy •n association
with local event s, commvnrty 

fo und ers, and some of Key
largo's pionttnng famJies An 
unde,standing or the d1v1sion or

family estates can PfOvtde answers 
to why the str eets are •l 19ned In
thei r present configuration. House 

h�ones constrtvte a communlly 
h istory that shows changes in the 

local economy, from agricultural 
production to real estate and 
tourist servic.es. Mor eover, th e 

buildings them�ves hoghligh,
the valve of vernacular style 

archrtecture as•  wtsatlle medium 

fcw supporting th• complex ne•ds 

of• communitv l ike Tavernie r .
ltke people in motion, many of 
the houses tMm,elves have a
moment of r e-location In their 

own h istory. Fo, instance, t� 

20 

Rodney Albury House ,  
<he Mt,t..,Alburytlovs<,, 
the Tavernrer Methodist

Church, the Station Master' s 

Hovw, and some of the houses 
along Lowe Street have traveled
abov, •• they have becom• local
h istoric landmarks. Hurncanes 
h ave moved some houses off 
their foundatt0ns (Of necessrtated 
new h oust construction on the 

site), wh,le other homes have 
ht-en moved to new locatrons. 
Even the emergence of a historic
pre�rvatren movement in 
Tav emler ,s root ed 1n re-l ocating a
bvildJng, the T•vem1er Methodist
Church. The hist one: buildings of
Taverni er represent a significa nt
cotleak>n of •rchiteauraJ 
resources that provide an 

important and rare visual and
phys1cal lmk to  the town's past. 
The following section, then,
p,cmd" the results of mtenS!'ff· 
fevel research Into the history of
Heh contnbutang resource m the 

Tavemler Hi-st0t1c Oistrte1. 
ThefoUowing nurative 1sarr,oged
1lphabtt1cally by address in
ascending order. Rather than
usmg the Ronda Master Site F"e 

number or the historic name of

the house, street (st.arti ng with
A) and house numbersdttemiine
the order of descriptions .  Also,
the captioned photo direction 

indicates vttw direction, not 
building elevation

••• 

200 Al ,-yry Lane
The Rodney Alburv House
Buift 1n 1917, this frMle vernacular
Uyle house belonged to a
descendent of one ofTave-rn, er's 
p10nttrr ng homesteading farru lt es: 
<heAlburys Rodney Albury, the 

son of Wilriam and Ada EJlUI 

Alburv, became one ofTavermer's 
wel l -known off-sh ort capt11ns in 

th e local sport-fistung Industry 
(Shirley Faye Albury, Pe rsonal
Communication,, 21 May 2oo8). 

Sharon We lls (1984) noted that the 

Rodney Albury Hou� fea,ured • 
barrel c,st.em and lumber recycl ed 
from a Johnson family house at 
Planter .  Capt ,  Rodney Albury
moved the house to  its present 



l ocation from Pla nter by barge.
Deed research indicated that (apt.
Albury had owned th e property
since 1925 {Monroe Cou nty Deed
Sook Bs, Page 276) ,  when his
paren ts transferred the property 
to him.

Born Malcolm Rodn ey Albury in 

1890 to William a nd Ada Eliza
Albury in Florida, Capt. Rodney
Albury was a 4 0 ,year, old  truck
farmer married to Myrtle 0. A lbury 
with thr e e  c.hildren (Marjorie G.,
R. Edward, and Will

i
am A .  Albury),

according to the 1930 US census
population schedule. Capt. Rodney
Albury died in 1984, a nd his
execvtors transferred the property 

Rodne,Albvt, t-lov&c f .9(ing
Si,otbc.:i�t 

.,.. 

a 

Rvdrn"9Albv--95t,3,,d,"S v<'I tl..c f' Vf'<h 
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L•br&'!J "3"d ArdW\',':.(, ol flo,-,d-3)

l\o...ir.e, Albu.-, 11�e f .1� f .ldn,t; 

E.-3 .. t 

out of the family in 1991 
{Monroe County Deed Book 
1690, Page 606). 

The hous e, which warran ts 

local historic designation,
c.ontinues, despite
contemporary alterations
and additions, to convey

its historic arc.hitectura l
associations. It is a well·
maintained example of

local frame vernacular
domestic arc.hitectu r e.
Furthermore, it conveys a
noteworthy connection with
Planter, Tavernier's original
<.ommunity, and one of 
Tavernier' s pioneer families.
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1.40Atlan t1 c Circ le Drive 

This masonry vernacular style ,
one•s tory residence dates from 

1958, ac.c.ording to Monroe County 
Proper ty Appraiser dat a. Th e 

house reflects post·Wodd War II 
building trends in Flo r ida with its 

emphasis on simplicity and use of
new bui lding techno logies. The 

house stands on Lot 1 in Block 8,
a parcel in O.M. Woods's Tavernier 
2 subdivision, which was part of 
the Alb ury brothers' property
surveyed in the eady·twentieth 
century. In f act, Rog er L. Albury 
and Sarah L. Albury conveyed the
property to H.C. Griffee in 1954 

(Monr oe Co unty Deed Bo ok 2� 

ll 
l+O Atbntx Cirde {)nvc

p�,r1s$:iutl-1c-3 .. t 

Page 25). Hubert C. Griffee a nd 
Clara N. Griffee o wned it unti l
1984, when they transferre d it to 

Edna P. Carrera (Monroe County 
Deed Sook 976, Pa ge 770). The 

house reflects adaptations to the 

loca l environment in its operable 

clamshell awnings and storm 

window pr otection system.

14 3 Atlantic. Cirde Drive 
This ma sonry vernac ular sty le,
gable·front residence dates from 

1957 , accor ding to  Monroe County
Property Appraiser data. Like 
rts neighb or, t he house refle cts
post·World War II building trends

in Fl orid a with its emphasi s on

simplicity and use of new bui lding
techn ologies. The one.story
house bears the influence, in this
m assing a nd ma teri a ls , of t he Alice 

Lowe House and the other Red 
Cross Houses/Hurricane Houses in 

Tavernier. The house stands on a
parcel t ha t w as part of th e Albury
bc'others' property surveyed in the
early·twentieth century. Absa lom

Albuty purchased it from his
brothers and s isters· in· law (Joseph
V .  and Mary F .  Albury and William 

1-1·> Atl.vti( Gr<:lc D,-1\..-: 
f .:.ting North

and Ada E .  Albury) on s Augus t
1914 (Monroe County Deed Book 
A2-167). Roger L. Albury a cquired
the property, which was part 
of his estate, including a 1956
Plymouth four-door sedan, at the 
time of his death in 1962 (Monroe 

County Probate Record 8, Page 
158A). Deed records indicate tha t 
the house remained in the Albuty
family unti l  1996. Sha ron Well s 

noted (1984) that a cistetn wa.s 
located on the property. 



166 Atlantic Circl e D r ive 

This frame vernacular style house
was b uilt in 1938, ac.c ording 

to Monroe County Property 
Appraiser data. This one-stor y 

house reflects post-Land Boom 
bui lding t rends in Florida and the
vernacular  building mode with its 
emphasis on simplicity and use of
available building technologies.
The house st ands on Lot 14 in 

Block B, a pare.el in O.M. Woods's
Tavernier No . 1 subdivision, w hich
was part of the Albur y br others '
property surveyed in th e e ar ly ­
twentieth century .  

The house, which warrants local 
hi storic d e signatio n, continues to 

1 C-6 Atl¥11ic G,.de {),;..,e
f ;,cing Norttl 

convey its historic archrt:ectural
associat ions. It is a well·
maint ained exampl e of loca l frame 

vernacular domestic. architecture
and contributes to the significance

of the Taver nier Historic Dis tric t.

186 Atlantic Cude Drive 
This frame vernacular style house

wa.s built in 1943, according
to Monroe Co unty Property 
App<aiser data. The house reflects
post-La nd Boom building tre nds 

in Florida with its emphasis on 
simpl icity and use of a vailable 

building technologies and 
materials, s uch  as stone and 
poured conaete. Two adjoining 
shed roofs form this inte rest ing 
roof profi le . So me r esid ents of
Tavernier affect ionately call it
the .. Ranch H ouse." Th e house

stands on lot 10 in Block 8, a 
parcel in 0.M. W ood s 's Ta vernier 

No. 2 subdivision, which was part
of the Albur y brothers '  property 
surveyed in the early-twentiet h
century. 

De ed research revea led that Hazel
R .  McKenz.ie and H.S, McKenz.ie,

who was a prominent loca l builder
and businessman, were early
owners of the property and built 
the house. They sold it t o  Gladys 
H. Sticher in 1961 (Monroe Co unty 
Deed Book 121, Page 2.14). In 1974

Gladys Sticher sold the property to
Thelma Vickery (Monroe County
Deed Book 598, Page 714), and 

it remained in the Vickery fami ly
until 1995. 

1 86 Atl.,..""Ci( c ,  .. dc o-,..� 
f xii'!_§ Nar1hwe:it



190 Atl antic Cude Dnve 

This f rame vernacular style house
(form erly the Methodist Church 
Parsonage) was bvilt in 1933, 
according t o Monroe County 
Property Appraiser data. The
house refle cts post-Land Boom 
building trends in Flor ida w ith its 
emphasis on simplicity and use 

of available building technologies
and materia ls . The use of ja lou sie 

windows points to a common
fenestr ation technique in south ern
Florida. The o n e -story house
stands on Lot l6 in Block A, a 
parcel in O.M. Wood s's Tavernier
No. l subdivision, which was part
of the Albury brothers' p<operty 
surveyed i n  the early-twentieth
century. 

In 1974, the Burton Memorial
Un ited Met hodist Church and
the board of trustees of the 
Matecumbe United M ethodist
Church sold the property to
priv ate individual s(Monroe

Count y Deed Book 580, p p .  455 
and 551.) 

1+ 

1 '}0 Atb."tl( Gr<lc D,,l\·C r &c""s
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1 Ball ast Trail 
Al ice Lowe House/Red Cross House
Built in 1935, the house provides 
an immediate reflection on 

the consequences of t he 1935 
hurricane. For those who lost 
loved ones in the hurrican e, the 

disaster was cataclysmi c .  For
those who survived, hous ing needs 

were immediate and the promise
of a hurricane-proof house proved 
catalytic in the architectural
history of the Florida Keys , leading
to houses elevated on stilts above 
the floodplain and an emphasi s  on
concrete structural systems. 

AJr ce L. Lowe, originally from Key 

West, and her husband Edward R. 
Lowe were promin e nt c ommunity
members in Tave rn ie r .  Edward R.
Lowe served as a paramedic for 

the Florida East Coast Railroad
and rema ined in Tavernier .  Later,
.. Doc" Lowe sel'\led a s  a justice o f
the peace (Wilkinson 1999: 175).
During the 1935 hurricane, the
surging storm carr ied their original
house into the ocean (Burton 198]: 
44). 



After living in the home of Cliff 
Carpenter, the Lowes o«.upied 
their new hurri can e .proof house 

in late 1935. The 1935 storm 

was no t the last to a ssault the ir 

ho me. It withstood the insults of 
Hurricane Donna as well .  In the 

1970s, the house endured a pedod 
of negl ect. After th e de ath of her

husband, Alice L. Lowe had moved 
to Miami to live with fa mily pri or 

to  her own death on 13 May 1974 . 
She was living with her gra nds on 

Jerry Lowe at the time. Oudng the

proceedings that accompanied
the settlement of her estate, an 
appra iser comment ed on th e 

conditi on of the house:

"There is also ," he wrote , 
"on the shore, an old poured
concret e cottage (era 1935), 
in detel'iorating condition."
(Monroe County'Will Book 
OR·7, Page 141, and Probate 
#]t.·Ut.·CP·u). 

Sharon Wells (1984) noted that the 

Alice Lowe House stands above an 

18 ,ooo•g allon cistern with in the
footprint of the house and that 
g rave s ites are on the pro perty.

She and Shirley Fay e Albu ry
also identif ied two burials on 

the property -Capt ain Samuel
Williams and his wrfe Beatrice
WIili am s .  The 1913 plat of the 

Amos Lowe Homestead identifies
Samuel Williams's homelot and
cistern (Monroe County Plat Book
1, page So) at this location .

As for i ts  construction, the builders
utihzed poured concret e as the 

structural system. Built through 
federal work re lief p rogram

funding and supervised by O.A. 
Sundsqulst, th e building fe atur es
1 8 ·inch·thick rei nforced concrete
and cas t concr ete roofs, which 
fed the cistern. Elevating the 
fi rst Aoor above t he floodplai n 

was another in novation i n the
house des ign n ecessitat ed by th e 

hurricane cycle (Wells 1984: 11). 
The Lowe House is, rightly so, a 

recommended Monroe County 
Historic Landmark (LHO 95·13),
and i t  shares a common history
with similar houses i n t he area.
For instance, this is one of two
houses in Taverni er that belong to 

a larger group of Works Progress

Ake Lowe t-lov,e 61"(.$ 1n, f.�(•"S
,Southw�M 

Administration· (WPA) funded
housing p rojects, numberi ng 29,
that are located elsewhere i n the
Upper Keys. They are known as 
Hurricane Houses and/or
Red Cross Houses , and they 2., 

include schools and hurricane



she lte rs (Wilkinson 2008b; A lbu ry
1985). 

Follow ing the tfagic hurricane, this
type of house was promoted as 
" h urricane proof," as were other 
similar bui ld ings c onstructed
in the Keys. For instance, the
Federa l Writers P r oject guide to 
Florida praised the house for its
substantial constr uction: "The
avera ge four.room house of 
reinforced concrete const ruction 
contains approximat ely 80 , 000

pounds of  steel; steel rods anchor 

the house to so lid rod. The roof ,  
floors, and walls are of concrete; 
the wall s are a foot.thic .k. All 
partit ions extend from the roof 
throu gh the house to bedro ck. 
Window sashes are of steel, with
double.strength g la ss and do uble 

sh utters. Wood is used in the
triple·st rengt h cypress doors.
Drain pipes run from the roof to 
a cistern c ut in the bedrock und er 

the house, p<oviding water i n
emerg enci es" (Federal Writers' 

Project 1984). 

u 

178 Beach Ro ad 
This frame vernac ular style house
was built in 1941, according 
to Mon roe County Property 
Apprai ser dat a. The house r efl ects
post·Land Boom building ttends

in Florida with it s emphas is on

simplicity and use of available
building technologies a nd
mater ials. The house stands on Lot
10 in Block A, of the Am os Lowe 

Homestead subdivision, which was
bequeathed to Leonard Lowe. 

De ed r esearch indicat ed that J ack
London, an early member of the 
Old Tavernier Town Associatio n,
a property developer active in
Tavernier in the late 1980s and
1990s, and a Monroe County 

pohtician, owned this proper ty
with his wife (Monroe County
Deed Sook 922, Page 907) .  Th e 

londons sold the property in 1995
(Monroe County Deed Sook 1348, 
Page 129). 

189 Beach Road, former address 
(191 Lowe St , current address) 
The Oliver "Ollie

"' M. W oods H ouse 
has been altered throughout 
its life, but it still conveys a 

connection with one ofTavernier's
early community builders through
its style of construction. Many 
of the a lterations have been 

completed in response to the 
insults of severe weath er. Twice, 
hurricanes have pushed the house 
off its foundation. As a result,
a poured concrete foundatio n 

system of piers date from 1960, 
when the house was elevated
above the f loodplain.  According
to Monroe County Property 
Appraiser data, the h ou se, which is 

on a lot i n  the amended Tavernier
Beach subdivision, dates from
1948; however, previous historians 
determined through historic
mapping that the constl'Uction 



occurred before 1935. H.S. 
McKe nzie built the reside n ce ,
ac.cord ing to an article in the 

Florida Ke ys Keynoter{1996).
Furthermore, the Woods f amil y 

had been livi ng in Tavernier a s
early as 1918. Wo ods died in 1934.

Born in Missouri in 1887, 0.M .
Woods was a 4 3 -year·old retail
merch ant who oper ated a 

local drugstore and married
to Josephine M. Wood s with
o ne child in the ir household {a
step-daughter named Peggy),
according to the 1930 US census
popul at io n  schedule . Josephi ne 

and Peggy were born i n  New York. 
Prior to 1930, O.M. Woods lived
in Kansas and Chicago, Illinois,
with his first wife . For example,
the population schedule of the
1910 US census iden tif ied O.M.
Woods in Hyde Park, Cook County, 
Illinois, as the 3 1 ·ye a r·ol d  hea d 
of a household with a 32-year·
old wife named Bessie, wh o was

born in Illinois . Togeth er, they had
two s ons {Delmar and Dexte r, 
both n ine -years o ld). The boys
were bor n in Kansas .  He was

workin g as a broom corn tr ader

in 1920. Earl ier, O.M. Woods was
workin g as a r ea l estate agen t, 
an experience that shaped his

later ac.tivit ies in Tavernier . For 

example, the populatio n schedul e
of the 191.0 US census e numerated 
O.M. Woods in Seward County, 
Kansas, as the 13·year ·old head
of a household with a 22-year•old
wife named B essie, who was born 

in Illinois. In 1910, O.M. Woods was
working as a r ea l estate agen t in 

Kansa .s .  

Jerry Wi lkinson (1003d) argues
that O.M. Woods m oved to 
Tavernier in the late 1920s. He
partnered with H .S .  McKenzie 

in a business that involved
construction of petroleum storage
tanks. He also wo rked as an 

agent for Standard Oi l  whe n the
Overseas Highway o pened t o 

vehicular traffic.

A(..(.ording to a notice dated
June 10, 1928, in the Key Largo 

Breeze newspaper, the Standard 
Oil Company, through Wo ods, 
announ ced that it "will ere<.t 
storage tanks and wareho use s 
within the next few weeks .N
Woods recently sold the comp a ny 

a parcel "having 150 feet of
f rontage on Dixie Highw ay a nd
the same trackage on the F.E.C. 
Railway near its statio n ." Woods's 

involvement in the local retail
drug industry and petroleum 

service in 1930 indicates hi:S varied
business interests . T hese varied
interests also included real estate 
speculation, which began upon 

his arrival in Tavernier in 1925, 
according to numerous deeds
executed by him in that year . 
late r, the 1947 Monroe County Tax 
Assessment Roll indic at ed
the extent of Woods's real 21 



estate holdings in Tavernier. For 

examp le, Woods and McKenzie
owned fifteen lots in the Tavern ier 

N o. 2 subdivision. The O.M.
Woods H ouse p osse sses sufficient 
a,chitectural and histodcal
sign ificance to be de signa ted
Montoe County Histofic Landmark
(LHD95-4). 

198 Beach Road 

Built in 1935, accordLng t o Monroe 

County Property Appraiser 
data, this frame ve rnacular style 

house on lot 4 of the Sunny
Haven subdivis ion stands one 
story tall. This gable-f ront  house
typifies vernacular style d omestic 

architecture, the mainstay o f  the
histo ric district's signif icance.

Deed research indicated that 
Jack London, a local developer
i n  Tavernier mentio ned earl ier,
owned t his property, beg inn ing in
1981, a nd moving the res idence 

to its present location before his 

death i n 2005 {Mo nroe County 
Deed Book 837, Pa ge 749). Jack 

London sold the property in
11 1987 to Holt E. and Patricia 

8. L oeffler {M onroe County Deed
Book 1029, Page 2483).

200 Beach Roa d ,  curren t 
{formerly 198 Beach Road) 
The Stat ion Master's H ouse, 
which dates from circa 1934, 
was moved to this locatio n 

between 1945-1950. The bu ild ing
functioned as a dwelh ng in Rock
Harbor situated by the depot for 
an officia l of the Florid a East Co ast 
Railroad's KeyWest Extens ion 
pri or to the 1935 hurricane. The 

wrap-around porch is not original
to the house {'Wilkinso n 2008b). 

Martha 8. Bates r ecord ed t he 

Sunny Haven plat in 1926 (Monroe 

C ounty Plat Book 1, P ag e 185).
Martha B. Bates, a widow living i n 

Miami, sold parcel 3, t he lot where 

the dwelling currently stands, as 
an empty lot t o George and Vi ola 

Carter in 1925 (Monroe County 
Deed Book C-2, Page 392). 

The Miami Herald featured the 
Station Master's House as an

illustration of historic preservation 

activities gearing up in Tavernier

in 1984, with Jack London altering 

the historic architectural fabr ic 

of the building for contemporary
needs (Dunlop 1982).

2.00 be:,<h Rood 
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105 Coconut Row 
The Ge iger Packing House
Th is sign ificant commercial
building dates from 1919.
Present ly, it stands on lot one in 

the ame nded pl at of  Tavernier
Beach (Monroe Coun ty Plat 
Book 1, Page 2.01). Leonard L. 
and Hannah Lowe tr ansferred 
the propertytoG.C. Geiger 
on 26 October 1931 (Monroe 

County Deed Book 03, Page 
371). In 1947, G.C. Geig er so ld
the property to James G. and Ila 
M. Donaldson (Monroe County
Deed Book G29, Page 275-276).
Th e property remained in the 

Donaldso n family until 1979

(Monroe County Deed Book 

IO} C()(onut Row 
f .;ac ing North 

794, Page 1943). Walter E. and
NancyW. Stoetzer acquired the 
property in 1986 (Monroe County 
Deed Book 979, Page 1574). The 
Stoetzer s li ved in Cleveland,
Ohio, and they were the property 
owners at th e ti me the packing
house was recommended for local
historic de signatio n. They s old the 

propel'ty in 2000 (Monroe County
Deed Book 1633, Page 759·761) to 

its curre nt owners.

In the early.twen tieth cen tury,
many ofTavernier's fa rmers (a nd
Key Larg o's farm ers) operated 
truck farms, using the nearby
railroad to shi p thei r produc ts.
Following the pineapple bl ight,
many farms on Key Largo t urned 
to tomato crops. The upper story 
of the packing house function ed 
as a livin g  space, according to 
Al ice All en (Al ice All e n  personal
commu nkat ion 2008).

Alterat ions t o the building include 

the con struction of a seco nd·story 

p orch and an att ached garage. The 

alterations date from 1986, whe n 

Walter Stoe tzer hired Joe Bizjak, a 

Tavernier contractor, to renovate 

the roof, the wood sid ing, install
new doors and windows, a nd 
vpdate the plumbing and electrical 
system, based on a Monroe 

County bvi 1ding permit. A 1965 
photograph on the Monroe County 
real propel'ty record card shows 
that the building had exp osed
rafter tails and metal damsheU 
awnings. Fascia boards now
obscure the exposed rafter tails, 
and the metal clamshell awnings 

have been discarded, in favor of
Bahamas-style louvered s hutters.

Aerial photography from 1945 
shows an agricultural tield
extending from the building to the
ocean. Situated between Lowe 

Street and Coconut Row, the field 
may have been a citru s grove 

(Historic Aetial Photographs of
Upper Florida Keys 19t.5).



115 Coconut Row 

This frame vernacular style house
was built in 1948, according to 

Monroe County Property App raiser 
data. The house ref lects mid·
century building trends in Florida
with i ts em phasis on simpl icity
and use of available bui lding 
techn ologies and materials. Th e 

house stands on Lots in Leonard 
a nd Hannah Lowe's amended 
Tavern ier Beach subdivision.
The San tini family, of Hitchcoc k, 
Texas, owned the property at the 
time of th e house's const ru cti on

(Monroe County Deed BookG18, 
Page 326). The 1947 M onroe 

CountyTaxAssessment Roll 
indicated that Law rence Santi ni
owned the property .  The property 
stayed in the Santini famil y  until
1978 (M onroe Coun ty Deed Boo k 
773, Page 1196). S ince 1978, the 
property has changed hands 

frequent ly.  Additionally,  the house
appears to have been realigned on

its present lot. For example,  the
gable end fa�de faced th e str eet 

in a 1965 photograph, plan 

,o view sketches, and a 1992
photograph inclu ded on 

I I 5 C()(onut Row 
F .1cirg No�h.Nor1:he.:.:it 

the M onroe Coun ty rea l property 
reco rd card. Since that time, a
one·bay,wide garage has been

appended to the gable end, and
the jalousie windows ha ve been 

replaced. A lanke pergola has
been inst alled in the front yard. 

125 Coconut Row 

Like its n eighbor, this frame

vernacu lar style house dates from 

the World War II era, s peci�c ally 
1942, according to Monroe County
Property Appra iser data. The 

house reflects post-land Boom 

bu ilding trend s in Florida with its
emphasis on simplicity and use
of avail able bu ilding techn ologies
and materials .  The house stands

on Lot sin Leonard and Hannah
Lowe's amended Tavernier Beach 
subdivisi on. The gabl e- on.hi p r oof
profile allows for adequate roof 
ventil ation.

In the past, the fa�de f eatured 
a poured concrete stoop and 
projecting gable ove r  the do orw ay,
based on a 1965 photograph on 
the Monroe County re al property 
record card. Since that time, a
shed-r oof porch projects from

the facade and metal awnings
wind ows have been installed,
replacing earl ier fenestration.

I !j Co1:anut R�· 
F l\c:,ns Nordt of Nor1k..9'f,1 



129 Co conut Row 
Like its neighbor, th is frame
vernacular style hous e  dates f rom 

the World War II era, specifically 
1955 , according to Mo nroe 

County Property Appraiser data.
Th e ho use re flects mid-century
building trends in Florida, with its 
emph asis o n s implicity and use

of available building technologies
and mat erials .  The house st.an ds 

on a low concrete pier fo undation. 
It is on Lot 8 in Leon ard and
Hannah Lowe's amended 
Tavernier Be ach subdivisio n.

Based on a 1965 photograph on 

the Monroe County real property 
record card, the house has n ot 
undergone extensive alterations.

I !.j C(l((Hlvt l\ow 

f xin5 North�.!l:,t

A 1972 photograph on the Monroe

County real property record card 
shows no front porch ,  only a stoop
and asbestos shingle siding, The
porch h as been added and th e 

asbestos siding either removed
or covered by ve rtical vinyi siding
since 1972. This modest house 
illustrat es a n  exped ient way of 
meeting housing needs following
World War IL 

139 Coconut Row 
l.Jke its neighb or at 163 Coconut
Row, this frame vernacular

style house dat es from 1953,
according to Monroe County
Property Apprais er d ata. The 

house reflects mid-ce ntury
buildi ng tre nds in Florida, wrt:h
emphasis on simp l

i
city and use 

of avai lable build ing t echnologie s

and materials. The house stands
on Lot 9 in Leon ard and Hanna h 
Lowe's amended Tavernier Beach
subdivision .

The house has been elevated to
avoid hurricane flood damage. A
1965 phot ograph on the Monroe

County real property record 
card shows a ground-floor do or 

aperture un finished, the hou se had 
been elevated on concrete blocks
at that time. By 1972, the original 
windows had been replaced with 
metal awning windows. Shirley
Vondersaar owned the property 
from 1973 to 1980 (Mo nro e 

County Deed Book 561, Page 
615, and Monroe Cou nt y  Deed 
Book 822, Page 18). The current 
owners, Ronald Eugene and Nettie
Oowmond, install ed the ope n

wood porch and stairs, based o n  
a 1987 Monroe County building 
permit. 

This is a common example 

o f Tavernier vernacular-style
domestic architecture 
altered in response to 

environmental conditions .
,, 



163 Coconut Row 
Like its n eighbor, this frame

vern ac ular style house date s  from 

the World War II era, s pecific.ally
1953, according to Monroe

County Property Ap praiser data. 
The house reflects mid -century
building trends in Florid a, with its 

emphasis on simplicity and use
of ava ilable bui lding techno logies
and materials. The eaves of the 
house feature exposed rafter 
tails-a typical detail in fram e
vernacular style houses. The house
stands on lots 12, 13., 14, 22, and 23
in btock 1 o f  Leonard and Hannah 
Lowe's 1928 amended Tavernier
Beach subdivision (Monroe County 
Plat Book 1, Page 201). 

This modest house illu str ates a n

expedient way of meeting housing
needs foll owing World War ILL.
Jack Vi ckers owned th e lot in 19t.7,
according to Monroe County's 

tax asse ssment ro lls. John C. and 
Lois M. St ormont a cquired the 

property in 1973 f rom L. J ack and
Cecel ia 0. Vickers (Monroe County
Deed Sook 537, Page 854). 

While the house 
'1 possesses significant 

archite ctur al qu ahties , its 
owners pl ayed a sign ifican t role 

in raisin g Tavern ier's his torical
consci o usness. Sy orga nizing
the effort to save th e Methodist 
Church and by initiating the Old 
Tavernier Town Association,

J ohn and Lois Stormon t earn ed
a prom inent place in Tavernier's 

early historic pre servation effo rt.
They alerted the media to the
cause of historic preservat ion 
and helped raise funds for 
relocating the Methodist Church
and the Merlin Albury house t o
their present location on the 
Overseas Highway. This house
warrants designation as a local
historic landmark for its histodc
architecture and its association
with important local residents.

16} Coc.onut R.ov.• F�t ing North

181 Coconut Row 
This one-story frame vernacular 
style house stands on a l ow
concrete pier foundat ion and
dates from 1925. Aerial mapp ing
from 194s suggests the possibility
that this house was moved to this 

location in the 1950s. It typifies
the style, materials, massing, and
setting ofTavernier's architecture
during the formative years of the 

community and the Land Boom 
just prior to the Depression.
The gable end fronts the sueet.
Also, the gable ends of th e r oof
feature brackets and molded rake
boards, typical features of frame

vernacular style houses. The house

is also notewor thy for its rete ntion
of the historic, glazed front door
and other original interior doors,
doorkn obs, and pine floor s .  

When Karl Henry and Thelma G.
Vickery acquired the property
from Marie A McGeagh in 1 970 
(Monroe County Deed Book 462, 
Page 765) ,  the fa)ade featured 
a poured concrete stoop and 
d am shell awnings, a nd the east 
elevation featured a carport, 
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based on an image on the 

Montoe County teal p<opetty 
re cord card. Since that time, the 

catpoft has been convefted into
a gable-ro of side additio n  aligned
petpendkula, to the main block of 
the house, and the co ncrete s toop 
has been ,eplaced by  a wood
porch and set of stairs.

This dwel l
i
ng exemplifies 

Ta vernier' s early frame ve rnacular

style of domestic architec.t ure. 

It a lso illustrates ground -level
constl'Uction of the foundation.
Current concrete block building
methods and hurdcane elevation 
requirements have rendered 
t his type of house foundation
obsolete.

The house a t 181 Coconut Row 

is a designated Mont oe county
Histori c La ndmark (LHO 95-11). 

240 Li ncoln Av enue 

Built d,ca 1948, this frame
vernacular s tyle hou se sta nds 

on concrete block pie,s. The
gable end of th e build ing faces 

the street. The fa�ade features 
an enclosed, shed-ro of porch. A 
shed-roof addition extends from
the west elevat ion. Th e curren t
ownet, Joe Miklas., acquired the
property in 1977 (Monroe County 
Deed Book 727, Page 1.16) from 
M. Mart in and Sara 0 .  Black. The 

house is on Lot 6 in Block 10 of the 

liO L..-.colnA,•crtuc 
F xins.5outh ... e3t
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Largo Beach subdivision (Monroe
County Plats Book 1, Page 180) .
Sylvia Murphy, a former ow net,
rec.alled that ptior to Hurricane
Donna in 1960, the house sto od 
o n elevated concrete piers. The
storm tipped the hous e  over and
off of its foundation legs. "We lost
everything we had in that house,"
she said (Sylvia Murphy person al
communication 2008). When the 

house was repaired, elevated
foundation piers we re n ot used.
The house was c.onstructed by  a 
Miami policeman as a wee kend
cottage after World War II (Sylvia
Murphy personal commu ni -
cation 2008). ,, 



Harry and Ruth Tedd �led this 

plat in 19 25 .  The pl at illustrates
grand des igns for a waterfront
development that never
materializ ed. The de sign inclu ded
a pier  and bulkhead extendin g
beyond the existing shoreline. This 

section of Tavernier  has witnessed

less development tha n  other
parts of town. 

114 Lowe Str eet 
This house dates from circ.a 1935
and was built for Harry Har ris, one

o f  Tavernier's promine nt c
i
tizens, 

politicia ns, and developers. This 

was not Ha"is's pf'imary residence.
The dwelling occupies Lot 32  in 

the Tavernier Beach subdivision
plat of th e Leonard and Ha nnah 
Lowe (Monroe County Pl at Book
1, Page 201). The frame vernacular
style house is rectangular in plan .
The original fe n estratio n and
doors have been removed, and 
Bahamas·styf e louver ed shutt ers 
have been installed .

Fol lowing Harry Harris's ow nershi p 

of the property, J. Elmer and Hazel

I I� L�c 5t,.ect 

P 3<'.•f'l,S S,outhwctoe 

Marie Ke efer ow ned this house

(Monroe County Deed Book G·27, 
Page 344). The Keefers trans ferred 
the property in 1954 (Monroe 
County Deed Book 17, Page 300) 
to Chester Eat! and Ruth E. Bock. 
The Bocks were married on 10 May 
1954, and Chester E. Bock died on
22 August 1968 (Monroe County 
Deed Book 1505, Page 1492). Ruth 
Bock died in 1999, but before 

her death, she pursued Monroe 
County loc.al histori c landmark
designation of her home. Robert
C. Stoky, Ill, acquired t he property
in 1999 (Monroe County Deed
Book 1587, Page 2053). Stoky sold
the property to its current owner,
Linda Gay Reedy, in 2002 (Monroe
County Deed Book 1813, Page 

1014). 

The house illustrates the role of
developers and specu lat ive hom e 

construction in the economic
history of Tav ernier .



122 Lowe St reet 
This locally designated historic
frame vernacular style house 

dates from c irca 1935 and is 
assoc.iate d w ith Harry Harris, one

ofTavern ier's prom inent c i tizens,
p olrticians , and dev elopers. Harris 

used the dwelling as a primary
r eside nce at one time. The 

dwelling occupies p arts of lots
6 and 31 in the Tavern ier Beach 
subdivision plat of the Leonard
and Ha nn ah Lowe (Monr oe 

County Plat Book 1, Page 201).
The frame vernacu lar style house

is rectangular in plan, w ith a
proj ecting front e ntry .  Exposed
rafter tai ls are visible in the eaves
of the low-pitched hipped roof .
The origin a l sidtng is still e vident,
and Bahamas-style louvered 
shutters have been installe d
o n the facade. The interior has
Dade Coun ty pine floors .  As for 

fe nestration , the double-hung,  
wood sa sh w indows fea ture a one•

over-one light pattern. 

Following Harl"y Harris's owne,ship
of the property, J. Elmer and H azel
Marie Keefer owned this house

(Monroe County Dee d Bo ok 431, 
Page 294, and Monroe Cou nty 
Deed Book 409, Page 121). The 

Keefers transferred the property 
in 1969 (Monroe County De ed 
Book 437, Page 695) t o  Marsde n 

L. Williams. Will iams died in 1975,
and he bequeathed his estate to
his son Willia m  E. Ray e  (Mo nroe 

County Deed Book 661, Page
8551). Raye transferred the 

property to Barbara Harwood in 

1993 (Monr oe Count y  Deed Book
1248, Page 418). Barbara Harwood
pursued Monroe Count y  local
hi stork landmark desig nation of 
her home in 1997. Harwood sold
the p r opert y  t o it s current owner,
Carol L. Volland, in 2002 {Monroe 

County De ed Book 1]64, Page 

2023). 

Uke its neighbor, the house
features the convention al,
ground-level foundation system
once typical in Tavernier before 
the advent of concrete block 
build ing methods and hurricane
ele vation r equiremen t s .  Also,
the house ill ustrates the 
practices of developers a nd loc al
ent repreneurs i n speculative home
construction in Tavern ie r . 



124 Lowe Street 
This house, a potential Monroe
County historic landmark, dates
from circa 1935 and is associated
w ith r ailroad buil dings and
Harry Harris, one ofTavetnier's
prom inent citi:zens, polit icians,
and developers. The  1996 staff
desig nat ion report asserts th at
the front room of the dwelling 
formerly served as office space at 
the rail road depot , before it was
moved to this location, based on 

Matti n Krebs's investigations.

This fram e  vernacular style
dwe lling occupies Lot 30 in th e 

Tavernier Beach subdivision p lat
of the Leonard and H an nah Lowe 

(Monroe County Plat Book 1, Page
:201). Kr ebs also st ated that H arry
Harris lived in the d well ing .

This modest house is rectangular

in plan. The o rigin al fen estr ation 

and doors have been removed. It 
typifie s  the f rame ve rnacular style 

of domestic architecture.

Harry Harris's ownership of the 
property began in 1944 
(Monroe County Deed 
Book E-2, Page 582). He 

sold the property in February 1976
(Monroe County Deed Book 644, 
Page 5S,) to Paul K and Norm a 0. 
Snyder, who he ld it very briefly.
The Snyders so ld the property
to William George Will iams in 

September 1976 (Monroe County 
Deed Book 674, Page 792). In 
1986, Willi ams , who had f i led fo r 

bankruptcy, sold the property to 
Martin 8. Krebs (Mon roe County 
Deed Book 981, Page 2036-2038). 
The property rema in ed in the 

Krebs family until 1997 (Mo nroe 
County De ed Book 1473, Page 

1332). 

130 Lowe Street 

Dating from 1948,this frame

vernacular features a gab le roof
with three-tab ,  standard strip,
asphalt shingles, rakeboards, ne w
windows, and a stucco exterior . 
The f ro nt porch has been enclo sed.
Heavy vegetati on and a high wood
fence obSGUre views o f  the house 
from the street. Although aftered ,
as a vernacular style bvi lding, it
conveys the architectu ral charac ter
and historic significance of  the
Tavernier Historic District. An
early propel'ty owner was David
R. Stuart, who transfer red the 

property toJ.H. Wi lliams and
C.M. Ingle in March 1945 (M onro e

County Deed Sook E·2, Page 600).



157 low e  Str eet 
This frame vernac.ular style
dwelling dates fro m  1935. The 

house, which stands at the

intersection of Beach Ro ad an d
Lowe Sueet, is rectangular i n
plan. The original fen est ratio n

and doors have been removed. 
The fai;ade features a full·width,
screened front porch with a half· 
hip ro of .  Ornamental details

include exposed rafte r tails,
Dutch lap wood siding, and
corner boards. This gable·front
house typifies frame ver nacular
style domestic architecture, the
mainstay of the historic d istrict's
significance. 

The dw ell i ng occupies Lot 10 in t he 

subdivision plat of the Amos Lowe
Homeste ad on Key Larg o (Mo nroe

County Plat Book 1, Page 80).
Captain Samuel C. Wdltams, who 

had marrie d  a daughter of Amos
and Lo w e  named Annie Lore n a

(Shirley Faye Albury personal
communicati on 2008), re c eived
the property in 1921 (Monroe
County Deed B ook A5, Pages 
493-494). The lot was the propel'ty
of Alice L .  and Eugene R. Lowe 

until 1979, when Jerry O.  Lowe, 
estate exec utor ,  s old it t o Paul and
Barbara Faye Milazzo (Monroe 
County Deed B ook 784, Page 

119). Ja ck Lon do n  acquired the 

property in 1984 {Monroe County 
Deed Book 922, Page 907). It is
likely that he moved the house to 
this locatio n  during his ownership .
London sold the property in 1995
(Monroe County Deed Bo ok 1363 , 
Page 2177). 

180 Lowe Street 
This house stands at the corner of 
Ocean Ave nue and Lowe Str eet 
in the amend ed Tavernier Beac h

subdivision. The dwell ing dates
fro m  1930s. This gable-front 
house, which is rectangu lar in
plan, typrfies frame vernacular
style domestic architecture, the
mainstay oft  he histori c distric t's
significance. The knee braces in
the eaves, the exposed rafter t.ails, 
the Dutch lap wood siding, and
a scroll-sawn truss in th e apex
of the gable endch the ho use's
ornamentation.  The fenestration is 
not original.

Deed research indicated th at 
Jack and Elaine London owned
this property, beginning in 1985.
Before his death, he enclosed
the front porch of the 

residence (Monroe County ,, 



Deed Sook 948, Page 1 370 ) .  
Jack a nd El aine London so ld
the pro perty in 1994 to Willi a m

C. Bateman {Monro e  County 
Deed Sook 1292, Page 2135). 
D uring Bateman's ownership of 
the pro perty, Monroe County 
fecommended designating the
house a s  a local historic la ndmark.

1.81 lo we Street 
This frame ver nacu lar style 

feside nce dates from 1935. The
one-story d welli ng has a fro nt­
gable roof profile and a sc.re ened·

in , ha lf-hip, full-width fron t porch.
Cornerboards, Dvtch lap wood
sidin g. scroll -sawn brackets, and
exposed rafter tails comprise the
house's ornamental detail s . 

Deed research p oi nts out that
Jack London, a developer of local
historic. properties in Tavernier ,
owned this lot, beginn ing in 198t.
w ith A. Elaine, his wife, before his
death and when they fesided on 

S ummerland Key (Monroe County 
Deed Sook 915, Page 2372). 

London may have moved 

,, the pfesent build ing to this

locati on fro m  another site 

in Tavernier. The Lo ndo n s  s old the 

property in 1995 (Mon roe County 
Deed Bo ok 1183 , Page 1227). 
Priof to the Londons '  ownership,
Elizabeth Gr aham purch ased the 

pfopefty in 1979, when she own ed 
anothe r  property in Tavernier on

Lowe Sueet with V ifginia G raham
(Monro e  County Deed B ook 798, 
Page 1946). Virgin ia Graham d ie d
in 1966 (Monroe County Deed 
Sook 915, Page 2378). 

This well-mainta ined house
typifie s  the frame vernacu lar styf e 

of domestic afchitectufe, the
mainstay of the historic district's 

significance.

I $1 Lo-� 5,,.«1
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184 Lowe Street 
192 Lowe Street {current) 
Built in 1935-1936, the house
illustrates o ne of the effects of 
the 1935 hurricane on Tavernier' s 

built envi ronment. The need for a
hurricane-proof house sti mu lated
the Cfeation of this type of hous ing 
that is now a significant elem ent 
in the afchitectural history of
the Florida Keys. This house can

be considefed a p fototype of 

later houses that are e levat ed on 

stilts above the floodplain and
emphasize c oncrete structural
systems. This house shares a
c ommon histo ry with the Al ice L.
Lowe House (M001993), in th at 
they are part of a larger g roup of 
WPA-funded housing projects 

found throughovt the Keys 
(W1lkinson 2008b; Albury 1985).

Foll owing the tragic hurdcane , 
this type of house was promoted
as "hurricane proof.N For instance,
the Federal Writers Project guide
to Florida praised the ho use for 

its substantial construction: "'The
average four-room ho use of 
reinforced concrete constrvction 
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contains approximately 80,000
pounds of steel; steel rods anchor 

the house to sol id r ock. The roof,
f loors, and walls are of con crete; 
the walls are a foot -thick. All
par titi ons extend from the roof
through the house to bedrock. 
Window sashes a r e  of st eel, w ith
double-strength glass and double
shutters. Wood is u sed in t he 

triple-strength cyp<ess doors.
Drain pipes run fr om the roof t o 

a cistern cut in the bedrock under
the house, providing water in 

emergencies" (FederalWriters'
Projec t  1984). 

Th e ho use st ands above an 

18,ooo·ga llon cistern within the
footprint of the house. As for its

construct ion , the builders utilized 
poured co ncrete as the strvctural 
system. Built throu gh federal work 
rel ief program (WPA) funding and
super v ised by 0.A. Sundsqu ist, 
the dwe lling features reinforced
conc rete wall s and cast concrete 

roofs, which fed the cister n. 
Elevating the first fl oor above th e 

floodplain was another innovation
in the house design nec essitated
by the hurrica ne cycl e (Wells
1984: 11). This house has the 

architectural metit and historical
signific an ce t o be d esignated a 

Monroe County Historic Landmark
(LHD 95-n). 

This histori c  Lowe Stre et house
occupies Lot 2 in Block 2 of the
amended subdi vision plat of th e 

Tavernier Beach filed by Leonard
and Hannah Lowe (Monroe County 
Plat Book 1, Page 201).

185 Lowe Street 
Built in 1943, according to Monroe 
County Property Appraiser data , 
this fra me ver nacular style house
on Lot 2 in Block 4 of the Tavernier

Beach subdivision stands one story
tal l. This gabl e-front house typifies

frame vernac.u lar style do mestic 

architecture, the mainstay of the
historic distrkt's signif ic.ance . The 

house features an enclosed front 
porch, brackets, exposed raf ter 

tails, and Dutch lap sid ing. 

Deed research indicated that 
Jack Lo ndon, local developer of
historic properties in Tavernie r 

mentioned earl ier, o wned this
property, beginning in 1984 with
A. Elaine, his wlfe (Mo nroe County
Deed Book 915, Page 2372). Th e 

Lo ndons sold the property in 1995
(Monroe County Deed Book 1183, 
Page 1227), Prior to the Lo ndon 's 
ownership, Virginia G raham and

F ll<·�« .,f Is, Lowe S.1ee1 
F;'t�sNort:h 



Elizab eth Graham purchased the 

property in 1965, whe n the y w ere 
living in Cora l Gables (Monroe

County Deed Sook 350, Page 
593). However, Virgin ia Graham,
who was bom in West Virginia in 

t.895 and was a retired juvenile
probation officer, died on 29
September 1966 (M onroe County 
Deed Book 915, Page 2378). 

195 Lowe Street 
This frame ve rnac.ular styl e  house 
was built in 1949, acco rding to 

Monroe Cou nty Property Appraiser 
data. The house r ef lects post-land 
Boom building tre nds in Florida 
w ith i ts emphasi s on si mplicity
and use of available bui lding
techn ologies and m ateri a ls, such
as a continuous c.onc .rete block
foundati on and vertic al wood
siding .  The eaves have exposed
r after tails .  Two shed roofs form

this interesting roof profile .  The
house stands on Bloc ks of the
Tavernier Beach subdiv isio n .
Altera tions to the house include 

the installation of
Bahamas-style shutters .
This house exempl ifies

19, Lowe ,5:reet f xin5 North 

f rame vernacular style domestic 

architecture in Tavern ier ,  the
mainstay of the historic district's 

significance.

204 Ocean Boul evard
Atthough the Monroe Cou nty 
Prop erty Appraiser asserts that 
this dwel l

i
ng was c onstructed in 

1957, its massi ng an d ma teri als
suggest a c onstruction date from
the 193os. The presen t o wner

stated that  the house w as moved 
to this locat ion at an un known 

time and from an unknown
location, and it  may have been 

worked on b y H.S. Mc.Kenzie
(Christ ine Nicholls pers onal
communication 2008). The odg inal

windows are still in thei r frames .

Chri stine Nicholl s acqui re d t he 

property from Clara Killi ngsworth,
her mother (Monroe County 
Deed Book 1&34, Page &33). 
Clara Killingsworth a cquired
the property in 1979 {Mo nroe 
County Deed Book n9, Page 704) 
from Sarah Jane Ward, whose 
un c le, Edward Cox had own ed 
the property sinc.e 1955 (Monroe
County Deed Book 40, Page 88). 

The house is on lot 13 in Blo ck 2

of the largo Beach subdiv ision 

(Monroe County Plats Book 1,

Page 108). This subdivision was
Cieated by Harry and Ruth Tedd ,  
who lived in Kansas, at the time

lo+O�..&n b,,vlcvMd f.��
Nordv.rc&t 



the plat was filed in the Monroe

County  Courthouse in 1925.  Their

location at such a far distance 

from Tavernier, their rel iance on
a Mt aml e ngineeri ng firm, a nd
the grandiose plan point to the
sp ecu lat ive nature of real estate 

development in Florida during the
Land B oom. 

131 Ocea n V iew Drive
Known a s  the Ann ie V .  Sm ith 
Cottage, this frame vernacular 

style, one• story dwe lling stan ds 

o n a concrete and brick pier 

foundatio n. The house exemphfi es
the frame vernacular style with

its Du tch lap wood sid ing ,  one·
over·one glazing scheme in
d oubl e .hu ng. woo d sash windows,
exposed raft.er tails, rectangular 
massing, and cornerboa rds. The 

house dates from 1938 and bears a 
connection with the Alb ury family .

The fa�de features a full .width,
shed4 roof front porch . Also
noteworthy are the woo d shut te rs 
that flank most of the buildi ng's
windo w  apertures .  At the rear

of the main house stands a one4 

story, small cott age. The cott ag e 

1) 1 Occ-;,n v� [)me M� Dw�llin5
f.t1(in5 N,:.rth¢.(U,I

is also a frame ve rnacular style 

building with detai ls similar to
the main hou se: exp osed raf ter

tails , shutter s, cornerboards , and 
Dvtch lap wood siding . These two
dwellings are excell ent examples
of the style of construction, 
materi als, and scale of Tavern ier's 

architecture during  the 
community's emerging years. A
new g arage has been constructed 
at the rear of the pro perty. 

Annie V alda S mith an d her

husband Ila E. Smith acquired the
property from Mary Lorena an d 
John Pinder (Monroe Coun ty Deed 
Book G.44, Page 348). Il a E. Smith
died in 1956. Annie Valda Smith

, >, Occ-;,n v� D-,.c 5�cond.:i'!J 
DwelLo,; f.,c,o,; N<,..i.

sold the pro perty in 1984 (Monroe 

County Deed Book 917, Page 
565} to Ell en Lucille Baker and
Hazel H Carey. In 1987, Saker and
Carey sold the lot to Nancy L. and
ThomasJ. Grant (Monroe County 
Deed Book 1030, Page 1473). 
The Grants owned the property 
when it was recommended for 

design ation as a Monroe County
historic landmark . Annie Valda
Smith and Mary Lorena Pmder

were the daughters of William and
Ada E .  Albury .  

The Smith Cottage stand s o n

Lots in Block 3 of  the Tavernier 
Heights subdivision. Ada E .
andWilliam Albury filed the ... 
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Taver nier Heights plat in 1926,
and it included part of t wo lots 

that A mos Lowe beqveathed to 
Ada , his davghter. Will iam Al bury 
was the son of Robert Albvry, 
an early settler and farmer at
Planter .  A(.(.Ording to an Albury
descen dent, Robert Albur y a nd 
Amos Lowe were good friends 
(Shirl ey Faye Albury per sonal
communication 2008). 

91461 Overseas Highwa y 
Foot and Ank le Building
This c ommerci a l building has 

been a fixtu re on the Tavernier 
l andscape since ju st after World
War I I.  tt had a dual purpose, 
functioning as a resid ence on the 

upper floor and a beavty shop 
on th e ground Aoor. Presently, it
is a doctor's offi(.e. Built in 1948,
it is a fin e  example of masonry
vernacu lar archite cture, with a 
gesture toward f ancifu l det ail s in 

the caste llated parapet o n the rear 
portion of the building.

j '"'� I ().,e,,e,l& Highw� Fl\c:,ns
Narthe,ut 

The exter ior st aircase led to the 

residence on the upper floor. 
Between th e time th e beauty shop
cl osed a nd the docto r's office

opened, the bui ldin g  was vacant.

91701 Overseas Highway
Tavernier Methodist Church ,  which 
is a desig nated Monroe County 
histori c landmark (LHD 95-15),
is rich with Tavernier histor y.
This chvrch c ommunrty t races rts
origins to Planter, where it was
known as Barnett Chape l, na med
for a pastor in Key West. Whe n the 
Planter c ommu nit y  migrated to 

Tavernier, with its railroad access,
their church building came with

them. They moved it by  barge to 

Tavernier .  Methodism had bee n a
prominent denomination among

immigrants from the Baham as.
Unfortunately, the 1935 Labor 
Day hurricane destroyed that 
building. In a 1981 ne wspaper

interview, Captain Rodney Albury
recall ed that th e effo rt to reb uild a 

community church was completed

in 19 38. I n th e same articl e, Shirley
Faye Alb<Jry added,

"tt was built by everybody who 
cou ld wie ld a hammer,  pound
a nail, or heft a board."' (R ivas
1981, 01). 

In 1956, the chvrch commvnity 
broke grovnd on a new worship 
space north of Tav ernier:
The Burton Memorial United
Meth odist Church. Th e new church
serves the combined Meth odist 
communities of Rock Harbor and 
Tavernier .  By 1959, Tavemier
Masonic Lodge #336 purchased
the building to use it as a meeting 
space. In t he early 1980s, the o ld
church building blocked expa nsion
of th e lodge, with its ne w me eting
building and parking lot. So, 
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concerned citizens, led by John 

and Lois Stormont, ralli ed to the
c ause of historic preser v atio n

to ra ise funds a nd re-locate the 

building to its present address. 
During th e r e.locati on proc ess,
Storm ont removed the interior
ceihng to r eveal th e str uct ural 
members. He stated, 

"When we looked up, we 
saw pointed wood support 
beams that had co me from 
buildings destroyed in the 

1935 hurdcane. Toward the 
rear of th e church, wh ere the 

floor boards differ from the 
rest of the building, stood

the or igina l choir platfo rm"
(Sheldo ne 1996).

Relocating the church proved
to be a touchstone event i n 

Tavernier's h istoric presel'Vation
move m e nt. Threats to the building
and the need for a community
meeting sp ace sp urred J ohn 

Stormont to incorporat e the 

no n·profrt Old Tavern ier Town
Associ ation in July 1981, an d the 

movement grew from th is point
forward -fr om saving on e buil ding
to designat ing the entire Taver nier
Historic Distr ict (Wilkinson 2008c) .

Since its mov e, the chur ch has 

been altered by renovations.
The roof over the front door is 
not original. Prior to its move,
additio ns to the chur ch w ere

removed. A Sunday-school annex, 
which had  been append ed t o the 

rear of the church and had termite 
damage, was removed in 1981. 
Once the chu r ch was set on its 

new foundation, a half-hip front
porch roof was c onstruc ted ov er 

the main doonvay. 

91731 Overseas Highway
Merli n Albury House 
Known as the MerhnAlbury
House, this frame vernacular
styl e, one-story dw ell i ng sta nds 

on a new conc.rete block pier
foundation. The house exe mplif ies 

the frame vernacular style with
its knee braces, Dutch lap wood
siding, one-over-one glazing
scheme in double-hu ng, wood
sash windows, board-and-batten
shutt ers, exposed raft er tai ls, a nd
cornerboards. It is worth noting
that the Alburys plumbed th e 

house for using both saltwater (for 
sewage waste) and cister n water 
for other household uses such as

washing, drink ing, and cooking.

The interior featured drawers that
operated i n a cabinet that could
be accessed from both the din ing 
room a nd the kitche n. Th e house
dates from circa 1923 and bears 
a connection with the Albury
family .  Furthermore, i t  survived 
the dev astating 1935 Labor Day
hurricane. During that storm,
the house left its foundat ion
and hit debds near the FEC 



railroad depot, as seen in the 

historic photograph.
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Prior to 1984, the house stood at 
91931 Overseas Highway. Even
though it has been r e locat ed ,
this dwe lling stands as an 
exce llent example of the styl e of 
consuuction, matetials, and scale
of Ta vern ier's architec ture during
the community's emerging  years.

Merli n Albury ser ved as Tavernier' s
postmaster from 1916 to 192&. 
Merli n's father was Will iam Albu ry,
who along with his brothers
Absalom a nd Joseph V., received
property homesteaded by their 

father Robert Albury .  Merhn and 
his wife Jeanette resided in this
bui lding wh en rt stood behind
the post office. Merlin, who had
worked at the US Navy fac11ity in 

Key West during Wor ld War II, also
owned a hou se on Ash e St reet in 

KeyWest, according  to his nephew
Everet t  Albury(LHO 95-17 St aff
Report). 

Absalom a nd Louisa L Albury
and Joseph V .  and Mary E .  Albur y 
deeded the proper ty to Merli n's 

father William Albury on 5 August
1914 (Monroe County D eed Sook 

A -2, Page 163). Willi am an d Ada 

E .  Albury transferred the property
to Merlin and J eanette Albury on

15 January 192& (Monroe County 
Deed Sook D-1, Page 144). Th e 

Old Tavemier Town Association 
re-located the hou se to its pres ent
site in 1984 , where it stands as
a desig nated Monroe County
histotic landmark.

91861 Overseas Highway 
Old Tavem Tea Room
This Mission style building was 

consuucted in 1936. The shaped 
para pet on the building's fa�a de 

marks the charac-ter�defining 
element of this popular s tyle from
the eady-twentieth century .  The 
origina l fenestration has been 

removed. A shed-roof porch 
sheltered the entry in th e 1940s,
based on historic photographs o f
Tave rnier's commercial district.

The buil ding bears an association
with Harry Harris, one of
Tavernier's p rominent p ol iticians 
and developers. In th e past, the 

building housed restaurants of
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various names: the Tavernier

Cafe, Harry's Restaurant, Harry's 
Place, H arry 's Tea Room, and
the Tavern Tea Room. Later, it 
briefly became an ele ctroni c shop
and the Jan Buddhist Center i n
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1996 (Greenberg 1996). Jerry 
Wilkinson (199&) notes that rooms
for board ers were appended to

the rear of the building in the  
1930s. Following World War 11 ,
McKenzie constructed another 
restaurant building for Harris on

the opposite side of the h ighway.
Harris c ontinued to use the former
restaurant as an office (Wilkinson 
199&). The Old Tavern Tea Room

is a designated Monroe County
historic landmark.

In 1931, Harry Harris moved t o  
Tavernier. He had been visiting

his sister Mabel at that t ime.
He start ed working for H.S. 
McKenzie, and later opened his 
own restauran t. His pohti ca1 career

began in 1942, whe n he w on

e lection to a c ounty co mmissio n

position. He briefly served i n
World War II. In 19�8, he won

another county commissioner
e lection and rem ained ac tive in

local politks for many years. Harris
favored road-building a nd real
estate development on the Keys
(Wilkinson 2008d).

91865 Overseas Htghway 
The Tavernier Hotel is rich with
historical assod at ions .  H.S.
McKenzie, a promine nt Tavernier
businessman, began cons truction

in 1934 on a lot inO.M. Woods's
Tavernier No. 2 subdivi sion, but
the 1935 Labor Day hurricane 

interrupted completion. Alzon o

Cothron, the building contractor ,
boarded up the hotel prio r

to securing his own home.

Immediately after the sto rm 
passed, relief workers stationed
the Na tional Guard at the hot el ,
which the Red Cross transformed 

into the Northern Rel ief Center.
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After the hurricane and after 

completion of the bui lding,
McKe nzi e operate d a th eatr e

within it, but only for  a few years ,
as the th eatre was no t protitab le.
McKenzie converted it into a hotel
about 1939. The Taverni er Hotel is 
part of a complex of  buildings that
incl ude s  the former Sta ndard Oil 
gas station and the Copper Kettle
Restaurant, form erly t he Tavern 

Store. 

In 1981, whe n Richard D. and
Theresa Martin owned the hotel,
the i nteri or living areas un derwent
a major update. The inte rior 

r etai ns man y of its origin al tr im 

and fin ish work. The doors within 

the rooms, door hardware , some 

buil t-in furniture, a nd moldi ngs 
date fro m the 1930s. Wit h  its 
vadety of uses, the Tavernier 

Hot.e l illustrates the v ersat ility of
vemacular sty le buildings, and is a
designat ed Monroe county historic
landmark. 

+• 

91871 Overseas Highway 
Standard Oil Station 

After Ohver M. Wood s moved 
to Tavernier in the 1920s, o ne
of his fi rst businesses outside 

of real estate specu lation and 
developme nt was s e lling Standard
Oil products and building
petro leu m storage tanks. H e 

partnered with H. S .  McKenzie

in the petroleum storag e t ank 
construction business.  Je rry
Wilkinson identifi ed a notice 

dated June 2.0, 1928, in the Key 
Largo Breeze n ewspaper, s tating
that the Standard Oil Company, 
through Woods, ''will erect storage 

tanks and warehouses w ithin the 

next f ew weeks." Woods reGently
so ld the compan y  a parcel

"hav ing 150 feet of frontage 

on Dixie Highway and the same
track age o n th e F.E.C. Railway 
near its station" (Wil kinson
persona l communication 2008).

In his lrfetime, Woods ran a loc.al
drugstore (The Tavernier Store)
and a gas station. He also invested

in r eal estate and de ve loped local
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T ,>,.,e,Tiier, florid.a.di"<:� 1 f 'O (.Sc,ul"Cf":
,Se&tc Uor&'!J Md Al"(:h ... e-6 ol r10,-,d.,)

plats. Woods is remembered as
an energetic businessma n and
promoter of Tavernier .

Woods's estate provides a glimpse 
i nto his Tav erni er bu siness
interests. After Woods died in
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Dade County in 1934, his so ns, 
Dexter and Delma r, released their 
cla im in their father's estate to 

Joseph ine M. Woods, including:
t he Tavernier Store , Tavernier

Lumber & Supply Company , Keys
uti lity Com pany, T avernier Grocery
Company, and the Keys Theatre 
(Monroe County Deed Bo ok G·s,
Page 74) .  

Present ly, the old ga s  statio n 

bu ilding has been incorporated
into the Tavernier Hotel .  
Re novations have transform ed it
into guest accommodations . The 

bu ilding i s  a designated Monroe
county historic landmark.

91875 Ov erseas Highway
Co pper Kettle Restaurant
When Oliver M. Woods first
moved to Tavernier, he o perated
a number of businesses. Beyond 
selling Sta ndard Oil product s a nd
budding pet roleum storage ta nks,
he operated a drvg store known as 
t he Tavern Store . H .S .  Mc.Ke nzi e, 
Woods's business partner, 
construct ed the building in 1928.

T .o,,�,,:. I 1}0 (S.,vr.:c I-Iden
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Jeny W il kinson (2003d) points 
out that O.M. Woods moved 
to Tavernier in the late 1920s.
Woods's involveme nt in the local
retail drug industry, peuoleum
servi ce in 1930, and re al estate
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develo pment provide s  du es to 

his varied business interests.
The 1947 Monroe County Tax 
Assessment Roll indic.ated the 
extent of Woods's real estate 

holdings in Tavern ier .  For example,
Woods and H.S. McKenzie owned 
fifteen lots in the Tavernier N o .  2
subdivision.

After Woods died in Dade Cou nty 

in 1934, his sons , Dexter a nd
Delmar, transferred the ir daim
to his estate to their ste p -mother
Josephine M. Woods, including:
the Tavernier Store, T avernier

Lumber & Supply Company, Keys
Utility Com pany, Tavernier Grocer y
Company, and the Keys Theatre 
(Monroe County Deed Book G·s, 
Page 74). 

Presently, the old drug sto re
ha s  been incor porated into a 

restaurant , the Copper Kettle. 
At the moment, the restaurant is
vac.ant, but it is a Monroe County
designated historic la ndmark.



91951 Overseas Highway 
Old Post Office 
This frame vernacular style 

buildi ng is the home ofTavem ier's 
second post office and th e former 

home of an Albury family membe r.
When the P lanter community 
relocated its cenual place to
Tavernier with the coming of th e 

FEC railfoad's Key West Extension,
the lirst post  office was located
much closer to the uacks in a
buildi ng that functioned as a 

packing house. The post office
wi ndo w was in a corne r of that
buildi ng. Robert Harold Alb ury
built this post office building in 

1926, with li ving space in the
upper floor and a post office and 
store in the g round floor.

Merlin Albury se rv ed as Tavernier's 

postmaster from 1916 to 1926. 
He a nd his wife Jeanett e lived
in a house nearby, which has 
been moved to a locatio n  south
of the old post office. Robe rt
Harold Albury beg an se rving in 

"' 

1926. Robert H. Albury's
s er vice continued u nti l
1953. althou gh a b def 

9195 1 o�c�i, H,shw39 
f.:ia"&E..:i� 

interruption occur red during
World W ar IL Lastly, Pau l Everet t
Albury, nephew of Medin an d
Robert, receiv ed his post master

commission in 1953. The building
remained as th e post offic e  until
1961 (Cl upper 1988; Wilkinson 

2000: 161; Wilkinson 2008e;
Wi lkinson 2008a).

Robert Ha rold Albury receiv ed tit le 

to the property from the heirs of
Ad a E. Albury on 16 March 1951
(Monroe Cou nty Deeds Book G·53, 
Pag e 1214). He r heirs in cluded:
Thora Fay Vosberg ,  Nell ie Brown,
John R. Brown , Hazel Henrietta 
Carey, Charles O l

i
ver carey , Ann ie

V a lda Smith, I la E. Smith,  Ell e n

Luc ille Crible, Mary Lorena Pind er,
Malcolm Rodney Albury, Charles
Franklin Albury, Paul Everett 
Albury, and William Mer lin Albury,
according to the deed. Rober t
Harold Albury sold the post office
property in 1981 to Catherine Nash 
(Mon roe County Deed B ook 843, 
Page 1916). Gilberto and Cica Cairo

owned the property when Mon roe 
County recommended designati ng
it a local hi storic landmark in 1995
(Monroe County Deed B oo k 1184, 
Pages 1091·1095). 

As for its historic architectura l
fabri c, the old post office is a
tine, two.story example of frame

r o:,¢ Olri1:c 5..,; ldns T ;'t'o'CM'9C'r ,
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vernacular s tyle architect ure 

comb ining both resident ial and
commerc ial functions. Exterior 

cladding consists o f  weatherboard
siding trimmed with corne r boa rds .
Exposed rafter tails in the eaves
of the h ipped roof and ch amfered
posts on the front porch st and 
ou t a s  inter est ing orn ament a l
details. The fenestration consists
of double-hung, wood sas hes
with one·over�one l ight schemes
in most apertures. Add itionally, 
operable wood shutters flank 
most window apertures. Historic
photographs indicate the location
of doorways on the north 
elevation and the location of the

cistern that served th e hou se. 
The cistern has bee n removed. 

I n its life so far, t he building has 

functione d  as post office, store,
residence, pet s hop, ar t gallery, 
and real estate office. The present 
owner, Jo e  Bu rke, has maint.ained 
the historic character o f  the
building. 

91991 Overseas Highway 

Robert Willar d Albury House
Built in 1922, this frame vernacular
style house stands one story tall 
and has been altered rece nt ly. The
front porch  has been enc.lose d. 
Replaceme nt windows have been 

installed. Never theless, this early

'J•'Jf' Oe�.uH1gh ... .:.!1 
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residenc.e stands a s a sufficien t
example of the style, mater

i
als, 

and scale ofTavernier's d omes tic
architecture at the time o f  the 
community's early deve lopme nt.

Willard Albury's parents, J ose ph 
and Mary E. Albvry, transferred
this property to him in 1914
(Monroe County Deed Boo k B·2, 
Page �g). R. Willard Albury died
in 1942, leaving his wife Teresa C.
Albury and two daughters {Mary
E .  Arsua and Teresa M. Murphy) as

his survivors. His estate included 
pro perty in Monroe County a nd
Dade County (Monroe County 

Original Record 3·A·5).

,, 



92001 Overseas Highway 
Joseph V .  Albury House
The Joseph V .  Albur y H ouse 

exem plifies the frame vernacular 

style of dom est ic architecture

found i n  Tavernier. The building
stands on a concret e pier 

foundation. Yet, some coral
rock pier s are evid ent in places.
The exterior cladding consi sts
of drop wo od siding t rimmed
with cornerboard s .  The eaves of 
the roof f eat ure expo s ed r after 

tails. The fenestration consists of
double-hun� wood sash windows 

with two�over�one and one-over·
one light patterns. A full-width,
half-hip front porch d ominates
the fa�ade. The porch features 
ch amfered wood p osts, with 
splayed stops, and wood brackets.
The dual f ront doors are both
glazed.

The interio r  retains m uch of its 

origin al trim and finish work. The
interior doors, door hardware, 
some buil t -in furniture, an d
moldings date fro m  the 1920s. The 

un pla stered int er ior wal ls 

,2 retain their origina l  shiplap 

wood boards . Altho ugh the cister n 
has been dismantled, the pier 

foundati on for this imp ortant
domestic feature of the homelot 
remain s  st.anding in the backyar d. 

J osep h  V. Albury was one of the 

sons of Emma Pinder and Robert
Albury, who homes teaded on the 

north e nd of Tavernier in 1882. 
Along with his bro thers Absalom 

and Will
i
am, Joseph received a

port ion of hi s father's hom estead
tract when the bt'others divided
it up among themselves (Monroe 

County Deed Sook A·2, Page 
165). R. Will ard Albury  served as 

the executor of Joseph V .  Al bu ry's 
estate after he died in 1938.
His estate included 15 acres on 

Plantation Key (Monroe County
Deed Book G·7, Page 2�7). 

114 Sunrise Orive 
Clrff Carpenter Hou se a nd Shed 
Like the Joseph V .  Albur y House,
the Cliff Carpenter House and
Shed exemplify the frame
vernacular style of domestic 

architecture found in Tavern ier.
The wel l -maintained house dates 
from 1931, whil e the shed dates

f rom 1945 .  The house, which was
built by H.S. McKenzie, features

rectangular massing, hurrica ne
ties at the four corners of the 

building, and long-leaf, yellow pine
lumber mill ed in Brooke, Florida.
The one-story house sta nds on a 
pier foundation. Exteri or cl adding
consists of wood siding mill ed 
to a flattened haff-round profile 

and trimmed with cornerboards .
The hip ped roof features exposed
,after bvtts in the eaves and
pressed metal shingles. 

The frame vernacular sty le shed
bvilding was moved to this site 
in the 1950s. The shed has Dutch 
lap wood siding for its exterior 

c ladding and a gable roof .
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Cliff C arpe nt er, who beca me a 

p<ominent tesident he,e , moved
to Tavemier in the late 1910s.
To make a l iving, Carpentet
ma inta ined a f arm on Plantatio n

Key, growing tomatoes , 
waterm elo ns, and banana melons,
while also operating a cha<tet
fishing boat business. He also bu ift
houses with H.S. McKenzie and
was worki ng on the b u ilding at 140
Sunfise Odve on Labor Day 1935.  

Aftet the sto,m died down and
the extent of the damage be came 

known, Catpente, opened his
house to his devastated n eighbors

in need of sheltet. He p,ovided
hospit ality t o Doc and Alice Low e 

here. This house al so fu nctioned
as a hospital, or triage center. He
recall ed ,  

"They were bri ng ing people 

from eve tywhete and patching
them up, keeping them here 

until the ambulances could
take them out to hospitals in 

Miam i a nd even as far as Palm 

Beach.» 

Cliff married Violet "Sho<ty"
Carpenter in 1950, and t hei r  house
withstood the assault of Hufficane 
Donna in 1960 (Alb ury 1995;
Burton 1987: 44·45; Wilkinson 
2008d). 
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118 Sunris e  Dnve 

Dating from 1931, this frame 
vernacular style hous e, built 
by H.S. McKenzie and Cliff
Carpe nter, stands on a concret e 

pier foundation. The original
fenestration and a glazed fro nt
door are still in place. The fa�ade
featutes a full-width seteened
front porch with a shed roof
sheltering the wood st eps .
Ornamental details in clude
exposed taftet tails , weathe,boatd 
wood siding, and cornerboards.
This hipped-roof house typifies
frame vemaculat domestic
architecture-the main stay of
the historic district's sign i ficance 

{Albury 1995) .  

The dwe lling occupie s Lot 46 in 

the Tavem ierCove subdiv ision,
which was platted by Miami
developers Wilham Knust a nd
Dell a Lane from tracts that Mary 
A. Sawyer(Monroe Cou nty Deed
Book A·4, Page 507) and Sarah E.
Johnson (Monroe Cou nty De ed
Book A·s, Page 497) rece ived from 

their father's (Amos Lowe)
homestead (Monroe C ounty ,, 
Plat Book 1, Page So). Mary



A. Sawyer married George Sawyer,
and Sarah ma"ied Sam Johnson
(Shirl ey Faye Albur y p ersonal
communicat ion 2008).

A 1913 surv ey indicated a house

and cistern on the parc el own ed by 
Sarah E. Johnson (Monroe County 
Plat Book 1, Page 80). They are 
no longer extant. Loran H. a nd 
Reatha Prevo, who lived in Miami ,  
owned the property in the 1930s
wh en Mc.Kenzie and C arpenter 
buift the h ouse thereon. Carp e nter 

acquired the property in the 1940s
(Monroe County Deed Book 13, 
Page 49; Book 410 , Page 960), and 

they sold it in 1978 (Monroe
County De ed Boo k 7 5 7 ,  

,..
Page 328). 

120 Sunri se Drive 

This frame vernacular style
dwelling dat es from 1932. Like 

its neighbor at 118 Sunrise Drive , 
the house , whkh was built by H.S.
McKenzie and Cliff Carpe nter, is 
r ectangular in plan and sta nds 

on a concrete pier foundation
(Albury 1995). The fa1<1de

features a modest stoop, with a
p r ojecting shed r o of she ltering
the wood steps. Ornamental 
details include exp osed rafter
tails, operable drop-hinged wood
shutters, Dutch lap w ood siding ,
and corner boards. Hurricane t ies
are p art of th e house's building
system. This hipped-roof house 
typifies frame ve rnacular style
domestic architecture, the 

mainstay o f  the historic district's
signi fic.anc.e .

The dwelling occupies Lot 45 in
Knust a nd Lane's Tavernier Cove 

subdivision. William Knust and
Dell a lane w orked lived in Miami
at this tim e. They p urchased the 

land from tracts Mary A. Sawyer 
(Monroe Coun ty De ed BookA-4, 
Page 507) and Sarah E .  Johnson 

(Monroe County Deed Book A-5, 
Page 497) had received from their 

father's homeste ad (Monroe 

County Plat Book 1, Page 80) .
Mary A. Sawyer married G eorge 

Sawyer, and Sarah married Sam 

J ohnson (Shirl ey Faye Albury
personal communication 2008).

The 1913 survey of the Amos Lowe 
Homeste ad indicated a h ouse a nd 
cistern on the parcel owned by
Sarah E. Johnson (Monroe County 
Plat Book 1, Page 80). They are
no longer ext.ant. A Miam i couple,
Loran H. and Reatha Prevo, owned 
the prop erty in the 1930s when

McKenzie and Carpenter built the 
house thereon. Carp ent er acquired 



the property in the 1940s (Monroe 

County Deed Book 410, Page 960) 
and sold it in 1977 (Monroe County
Deed Boo� 749, Page 204). 

133 Sunrise Drive 
This frame vern acular styf e 

dwe lling dates from 1927 .  The
h ouse, which was bu ilt when Mr. 
F iddler owned it, is rect an gular 

in plan and stands on a concrete

pier foundation. Fiddler ow ned
a Miami hardware store a nd 

import ed laborers to construct
the ho use, which he intended t o 

serve as a fishing lodge. Later, th e 

Alley f amil y owned it, ac.cording 
to Cl iff Carpenter (Albu ry 1995) .
The f a,;ade features a shed -roof 
front porch and co nc rete steps .  
Ornamenta l detai ls inc lude a 

large cora l stone chi mne y stack,
exposed r after t ail s, operable 

met a l shutters, bo a rd -and-batten 
wood siding , and cor nerboards .
This gable-roof house typifies
frame vernacular style do mestic
architecture, the ma instay of the
historic district's significa nce .

Two seco nd ary buildings have 

been con structed adj ac en t to the 

house. A tw o -story bu ild i ng, whic.h 
dates fro m  1949, stand s north of 
the main ho us e . A stairwell links
it  to th e main hous e. This building
served a s  a liv ing s pac e and a 

laundry with the first research 
office f or the n ational Audubon 

Societ y located upstairs . A one­
story frame building, which dates

f rom 1950, st ands east of the main 

house. Presentl y, this building 
functions as a music studio.

Robert Porter Allen, sanctuary 
director and board member for 
the Nationa l Audubo n  Society and 
author of a bo ok on the rose ate 

spoonbill arr ived in the Keys in 

1939 wrt:h his wife E velyn and

purchased th e property in 1948 
from Ruth Vaux Cram, of Beaufort, 
South Caro lin a, in 1948 (Monroe

Count y Deed Book G-38, Page 

456). Th e Allens acqu ired adjac en t
lots in th e early 1950s and 1962 
(Monroe County Deed Book 
G-51, Page 37; B ook G-57, Page 

144; Book 267, Page uo). In his 

lifeti me, Allen conduct ed research
on bir d  l ife, most no tably o n 

spoonbill colonies in Texas and the 
Florida Everglades. The property
remains in the Allen family .
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(Windhorn and Langley 1974, 18;
Wil kinson 2oo8d).

The dwelhng occupies Lot 8, 9 ,  
and parts of Lot 10 i n  th e Tavernier 

C ove. Thi s subdivis io n  w as platted
by Will i am Knust an d  Dell a and
H.F. Lane, developers from 

Miami. The lots were part of A mos 
Lowe's ho mestead, whi ch Ma ry 

A. Sawyer (Monroe County Deed
Book A-4, Page 507) and Sarah E. 
Johnson (Monroe County Deed
Book A-5, Page 497) had rec eived
from the ir father (Monroe County
Plat Sook 1, Page So} .  Th e hous e

is a designated Monroe County
historic landmark (LHD
95•23). " 



137 Sunrise Drive 

This fra me ve rnacular sty le
residence dates from 1933 a nd
h olds an association with Harry
Ha rris, a prominent local politician ,
businessman, and feal estate
developer. Frequent a lterations

to the house have occurred since
2000. Harris acqui red th e pr operty

in 1948 from Flofence H. and
Will iam T .  Hennessey of Dade 

County (Monroe County Deed 
8ookG·35, Page 411). 

Harris's main fesiden ce stood on 

an adjacent lot. This house served
h im as a rental unit, occasio nally 
housing his rest aurant employees

,, 
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there. Following his 1976 de ath,
his widow, Carol Harris , received
the pro per ty t hrough Harry's will 
(Monroe CountyWil1 Sook 765, 
Page 1181). She sold the property 
in 1983 (Monfoe County Deed 
Sook 898, Page 2446). 

140 Su n rise Drive 

Roberts House 

This one·story, frame vernacular 

style dwe lli ng d ates from 1935.
The house, w hich was built by H.S.
Mc.Kenz

i
e and Cl iff Carpenter, i s 

rectangular in plan and stands o n 

a raised foundation of battered 
con(.(ete piers . The fenestration
consists of caseme nt wind ows 

with multi·light glazing schemes
and som e new windows .  Hurri cane 

tie down cables and tu rn·buckles 
are a lso ev ident. Th e fa�ade 

featufes a full•width, open front 
por ch with a shed roof sh eltering
the porch. A spl ayed, cenual,
open·string wood sta irway runs 

from the gfound level to the pof<h.
Squared wood posts with simpl e 

shafts, bases, and capita ls suppoft
the porch roof .  O rnament al d et ai ls 

include exposed fafter tails, wood 

siding mill ed to a Aatt ened hal f .
round profile, and cornerboards .  
The interior features chamfered
beams. This hipped-roof house
typrfies frame vernacular style 

domestic af<hite<ture ,  the 
mainstay of t  he historic  district's 

significance.

This house survived the 1935 Labor 

Day hurricane. Cliff Carpe nter 

recall ed that he was working o n

this building that day.

"I was putting shingles on the
roof when we got word t hat the 

'35 huffi<ane was on the way, 
and I was building it myself
under McKenzie's supervis ion."

Carpenter rode out th e 1935 
hurricane in his own house (Albu ry
1995). 

The dwelling occupies Lot 40 in 

Knust and Lane's Tavernief Cove
subdivision. Originally, Taver nier 

Cove was part of land that Mary
A. Sawyer (Monroe C ounty Deed
Book A·4, Page 507) and Sa rah E.
Johnson (Monroe Cou nty Deed
Book A·s. Page 497) fe<e ived from
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their father Amos Lowe (Monroe

County Plat Book 1 , Pag e  80). 
Mary A. Sawyer married George

Sawyer, and Sarah married Sam 
John son (Shirley Faye Albury
personal communication 1008). 
William Knust and De ll a Lane, who 
operated a real estate business 
out of Mia mi, participated in t he

exuber an t rea l estate market that 
was the Land Boom. The Samuel 
and Charlott e H .  Roberts fa mily 
lived here many years before
selli ng it in 1985 (Monroe County
Deed Book 549, Page 385). 

The present owner, Stephen 
G. Lohmayer has com plet ed
a sensitive restoration of the
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building  sin ce he purchased the

house in 1994. He has restored the
front porch, which was enclos ed,
and maintained the interior. A
secondary building has been

constructed adjacent to the main
residence. The Roberts Hous e

is a designated Monroe County
historic landmark.

141 Sunrise Orive

Harry Lemuel Harris Hou se
The original core of this frame

vernacular style residence dates
from 1933, a lthough the house

was altered in 1975. The one-story
building stands on a co ntinuous

masonry foundatio n .  New
windows have been insta ll ed .  

Harry L. Harris and his first wife
Hazel acquired the property in 

1946 (Monroe County Deed Book 
E-6, Page 269) from Fl orence H.
and William T .  Hennessey. Jessie
A l ley acquired the property in 

1938 (Monroe County Deed
Book G-7, Page 365). Ac.cording 
to Monroe County's 1947 Tax 
A ssessment ro lls, 

J
ess

i
e and 

Florence Alley, who lived in
Miami, owned numerous lots in
the Tavernier Cove subdivision,
Singleton's Addition to Tavernier

Cove, and Tavernier He ights. The
Alleys ac.quired much property in 

Tavernier through tax delinquency
sales following the bust of  the

Land Boom. Their son Herb 
operated a tourist court
and a resort in Tavernier on ,1 
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the Gu lf side (Wilkinson persona l
communicat ion 2008),

Following Harris' s 1976 death, his 

second wife Caro l received the 

property through his wil l. During

his lifetime , Harri s maint ained a 

large yard that neighborhood kids
used. H IS gardener ltved on the 

property in a small cottage, (Alice
All en persona l communicatio n

2008). Born in 1904, Harris moved
to Tavernier, served in World
War I I, and became a prominent 
citizen through po litical servic e,
local business, and real estate

deve lopment.

,, 

149 Sunrise Orive 

This frame vernacular style
residence dates from 1947.
Although it is modest in
appearance, rt exemplifies the 

vernacular mode of domestic
architecture that is t he mainstay
ofTavernier's historic significance.
The house s ta nds on a concrete 

pier foundation. Exter ior cladding
consists of Dutch lap wood siding, 
and the fenestration consists 

of jalou sie and met.a l awning
type windows, with clamshell
drop·down hurricane awnings.
The hipped roof is covered by 

asphalt shingles . Exposed rafter 
tails are evident. A re ar shed .roof
addition has been appended to the
building.

Jack London, an early member

of the Old Tavernier Town
Associ ation, a local po litician , and
a developer of historic properties 
in Tavernier, owned the building
from 1981 to 1986 (Monroe County 
D eed Book 846, Page 70; Book 
985, Page 1458). The building 
occupies Lot 13 in t he Knust and 
Lane Re·subdivision of Tavernier

1,t)' Sul'ln,,,:: Dnvc J'3,:adc P�•f'IS 
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Cove (Monroe County Plat Book
1, Page 146). George 8. Myers and 
his wife Kess ie H. Myers owned 
the property at the time the house 
was built, according to the 1947
Monroe County Tax Assessment 
ro ll s and a deed (Monroe County 
Deed Book G�g, Page 226). Kessie, 
who was born in Hebron , Illinois ,
in 1892, died in 1968. Her husband
died in 1969 (Monroe County 
Probate Docket 11-93). 



162 Sunri s e  Dnve

This masonry vernacular style
residence dates fro m  1947 .  
Examples of masonry vernacular 

style homes are infrequent in 

the Tavernier Histofic District,
where frame vernacular styf e 

housing predo m inates. T his
hou se, th erefore , i l lustrates the 

vernacular preference for masonry
buildi ng s olutions that were 

affordable and readi ly-avail able
immediate ly after World War II. 

The house stands on a co nt inuous 
masonry fo undatio n. The exter ior 

wa lls d ispla y  the use of stucco
and cor a l veneers. The origin al
fenestration has been re moved
and rep laced with con te mpor ary
wi ndows. Knee walls fla nk the 
concrete steps that lead to the 

front door .  

Jessie and Florence Alley acquired 
the property in 1938 (Monroe 

County De ed BookG·8 ,  Page 

379). A Miami couple, Jessie and
Florence Alley owned numerous 

lots in the Ta vernier Cove
subdivision , Singlet on's Addition 
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to Tavern ier Cove , and Taver nier 

Heights, accordi ng to Monroe
County's 1947 Tax As sessm ent 
ro l ls .  The Alleys acquired the 
property through tax dehnquenc y 
sales a t  the end o f  the Land
Boom. Their son Herb became 

a local Tavernier businessman,
operating a to ur ist court and a 

resort in Tavernier o n  the Gulf side
that provided Audubon to urs of 

local wildl ife (Wilkinson personal
communicatio n  2 008).

The house was bui lt during
the period whe n  the Alle ys 
owned the property. Earl and
Ann He ndrickson transferred 

the property to Charl e s  J. and 
Katherine Oele mate r in 1960
(Monroe County Deed Book 201, 
Page 181). Following the 1973
death of Charl e s J. Oelemater,
Setty S .  Bullock owned the 
property until 1985 (M onroe

County Deed Book 806, Pages 
704·706, Book 961, Page 667). 
Robert Tho mason so ld it in 1991
to J erry and Jeanne Finch (Monro e

County Deed Book 1179, Page 
1750). The Finches sold it in 1995 t o 

Malena N .  Bergman and Will iam
G. Miller (Monroe County Deed

Sook 1364, Page sSs). Bergman
and Mille r  sold it to Timothy A. and
Shannon Norm ingto n  (Monroe 
County Deed Book 1600, Page 
666) in 1999.

" 



256 Ta rpo n  Street 
Built in 1940, this two-story, 
frame v ernacular style building
stands on a contin uous masonry 

foundation. The intedor has
been updated, and the origi na l
windows have been removed and
replaced. Asbestos shin gles have
been applied to the exterior. The 

hipped roof has met al rooting. The 

fa�ade features an end osed shed­
roof porch .  A ciste rn is located
in the ground floor. This fram e 

vernacular style represent s local
preferences in bui lding styles  that
co here into the Tavernier Histori c 

District.

George 8 .  and Kessie H .  Myers
owned the property at the time
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of house construction (Monroe 

County Deed Book 395, Page 

657). Kessie, born in Hebron,
Illinois, in 1892, d ied in 1968; her 
husband died in 1969 (M onroe 

County Probate Do cket 11-93). 
One year prio r  to Kessie's death,
the Myer s  sold the proper ty to 

Paul  G. and Estela C. Mendoza 

(Monroe County De ed Book 402, 
Page 753). Paul Me ndoza died o n

30 Dec.ember 1971, and Este la
sold the property in 1982 (Mo nroe
County Deed Book 853, Pages 
501-503) to ThomasJ. Lavin , who 

transferred the property to the
U.S. Marshal, Sovthern Distric t  of 
Florida, on 9 August 1989 (Monroe
County Deed Book 1101, Page 
1041). Rolf 0.  and Mada V .  Johnson
acquired the property on 24 
August 1989 from the U.S. Marshal 
(Monroe County Deed Book 1103, 
Page 22-43). The Johnso ns sold rt  to 

Richard and Leshe Groot veld and
Dona ld A. and  Me lody Eisman i n
1991 (Monroe County Deed Bo ok 
1172, Page 2403) a nd the Elsmans
sold th eir interes t  in th e property
to the G rootve lds in 1993 (M onroe 

County Deed Book 1249, Page 

799). 

114 Tavern Orive 

Built in 1934, this one-story house 
illustrates the frame vernacular

style of domestic architecture,
which is the mainstay of th e 

historic district's significance. The
house a lso demonstr ate s  t he wo rk
of H.S. McKenzie, a prominent
community d eve lo per and
entrepreneur in Tavernier's history.

With this house, which follows a
rectangular footpri nt, th e eaves

wall faces the street, while the
gable ends are set perpendicular

to the road-allowing for an ample
shed ·roof porch on th e f acade. 
The house stands on a continuous
masonry foundation. Exterior 

cladding includes drop siding and 
flush wood siding (on the porch),
trimmed with cornerboards.
The eave s  of the gable ends 

feature brackets. Clamshell 
awnings protect the f enest ration,
which consists of double-hung,
wood sashes with various light
patterning. 
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From th e early 1930s unti l 1964,
H.S. M cKenzie, his wife Hazel, and
Josephine M. Woods, the w idow of 
0.M. Woo ds, own ed the property,
which may have been vtil ized a s  a
rental u ni t (Monroe C ounty De ed
Book D·i. Page �91; BookG-5, 
Page 565; Book 299, Pag e 155). 

120 Tavern Drive

This frame vernacular style house 
dates from 1929. It i l lustrates the 

early co mmuni ty developme nt
activrt:i es of 0.M. Wo ods and H.S.
McKenzie (Christine Nicholls
persona l comm un icati on 2008).
Stucco has been app lied to the
exterior .  The origin al fenestratio n

has been femoved and feplaced
with metal aw ning style windows ,
and t h e  Ofiginal boafd·and·batten,
operable w ood shutters have been 

discafded. The one-stofy dwell ing 
feature s a front�gable roof profile 

with a transvefse gab l e  at the fear
of the build ing and a sho uldered
bdck chimney stack.
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Ge org e B. Myers and his wife 

Kessie H. Myers owned this 
property in the 195o s (Mo nroe 

County Deed BookG·51, Page 
n5). Dou glas P .  and C lara 

Killingsworth, who owned a
loca l grocery store, p urch ased  

the propel'ty in 1965 (MoMoe
County Deed Book 335, Page 580). 
Kessie Myer di ed in 1968, and hef
hu sb and died in 1969 (Monroe 

County Probate Docket 11·93). 
Clara Killingsworth died in 2000.
The house is a designated Monfoe
County historic landmark {LHO
95-28).

,, 



124 Tavern Drive

This frame vernacular style house
dates from 1933 and illustrat es 
the community developme nt
of Tavernier in O.M. Woods's
Tavernier No. 2 subdivis ion,
which he acquired from Roger L.
Albury and Sarah L. Albury in1925
(M onroe County Dee d Book 8-5, 
Page 151). This land was patt of 
Robert Al bury's homestead tract.
The house stands on a continuous
coral stone foundation. Exterior
matetials include a sbestos shingle
siding, cornerboards, asphalt
roofing shingle, and Bahamian­
style louvered shutters. Modest
though it may appear, it is a
significant part of the vernacular
style architectural fabri c  of the 

Tavernier Historic Di stric t.

As for its construction history ,
Roger L. Albury and Sa rah L .  
Albury may have hired H.S.
McKenzie to build the dwe lling
on this lot in 1933. Soon after
constru cti on of ho use was 

completed, they sold the 
property to A ustin L.  and 
Janice M. Reese in 1935 
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(Monroe County Deed Book D-3, 
Page 469). The Reeses acquired
adjo in i ng property fr om William
N .  and Helen E. Pinder in 1940
(Monroe County Deed Book E-2, 
Page 146). The property remained 
in possess ion of Aus tin Ree se
unti l hi s death in 1976, when he 
bequea thed it to his s ister Hazel
R. McKenzie, the widow of H.S.
McKe nzi e, and D allys R. Dodge 

{Monroe County Deed Book 708, 
Page 463). 

128 Tavern Onve 

This two-story frame vernacular
style dwelltng dates from 1938. It 
stands on a continuous masonry 
foundation. St ucco a nd asbestos
shingle siding comprise the 
exteri or m ateri als. The f ront
porch has been enclosed. Some 
of the original windows have 

been removed and replaced. In
the upper f loor, double-hung, 
wood sash windows with a six ·
over·six glazing schem e are in th e 

apertures. Rolled asphalt roofing
covers the enclosed shed-roof 
porch on the fac;ade. 

As for its building history, Roger
L. and Sarah L. Albury likely hi re d
H.S. McKenzie to construct the 
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dwelli ng on this lo t in 1938. Soon 

after construction of house was
completed, they sold it to William

N. and Helen E. Pinder in 1939
(Monroe Co unty De ed Book E ·2,
Page s6). The Pinders, who lived
at 131 Tavern Drive unti l  1945,
maintained ownership until 1967
(Monroe County De ed Book 396, 
Page 847), when they sold the
property to Salvadore W .  a nd 
Pauline Maffeo. The property 
r emained in possession of the 

Maffeo family until the 1982 
death of Sal Maffeo, when he 

bequeathed it to Frank Maffeo, 
J oseph Maffeo, and V irginia M. 
Cope, his s ibl ings (Mon roe County
Deed Book 880, Pages 2109·2u2). 
Sa l Maffeo was born in 1915 in 

Uldiz, Harrison County, Ohio
and made his living as a public 

school teacher. His wife Paulin e
dred in 1974. They drd no t have 

children (Monroe County Probate 
C ase 8 3-97-CP.12). Th e Maffeo 

siblings sold the prope rty in 1983
to Edward M. Cornish (Monroe 

County Deed Book 900, Page 895). 

132 Taver n Driv e

Charles Albury House
Built in 1933, this one -story hous e 

illustrates the frame vernacular
sty le of d omest ic architecture,
which i s  the mainstay of the
historic district's sign rficance. The 

house also conv eys an association
with such prom ine nt local fami lies 

as the Albvrys and the Pinders,
and O.M. Woo ds, a promin ent 
community dev e loper and
entrepreneur i n  Tavernier's histor y .
Hurricanes hav e assaulted it, only
once succeeding in pushing it off
its foundation (LHD 95-29 Staff
Report). 
In this house, which follows a
rectangular footptint, the gable
end faces the street, while t he 

eaves wa lls run perpendicular
t.othe r oad. The fa�ade features 
a braced pent shed-roof on the 
facade. Th e hou se st.ands on a 

concrete pier foundation. Exterior
cladding includes weatherboard
s iding tri mmed with comerboards,
v-crimp metal, and pressed metal
shingles .  Hinged dr op-down solid
wood panel shutters protect the 
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fenestration, which c onsis ts of
double•hung, wood sashes with 
one·over·one light patterning.
O.M. Woods acquired the land for 

this Tav ernier No. 2 subdivision
from Roger L and Sara L. Albury 
in 1925 (Monroe County Deed 
Book 8·5, Page 151). Robert 
Albuty homesteaded t his tract and
bequeathed it to his sons Absalom,
W111i am, and J oseph V. ,  pri or t.o 

his death. Roger L .  and Sarah
L Albury received the lot from 

Woods prior to his 1934 deat h
and then sold it to newly wedd ed
W illi am M. and Helen E .  Pinder in
1936 ,  after t.he completion 

of the house (Monroe ,, County Deed Sook D-3, Page 



434). Sarah Albury and Willi am

Malcomb Pinder were sibl ings.
Roge r  L. Albury , Wilh am M. Pinder,
and George W .  Albury worked 
together to build the house, which
was completed prior to the 1935
Labor Day hurrican e  (LHD 95 -1 9
Staff Report). Later, George W .  
Albury, wh o had married Mary
Annis, purchased it  in 1945
(Monroe County Deed Book E-6, 
Page 5). In 1961, they sold it  t o
their so n, Charles C. "P rofN Alb ury 
(Monroe County Deed Book 288, 
Page 180). Charl esC. Alb ury, a 

prominent local educator, lived in 
the house throughout his lifeti me;
his executors sold the property
in 1981 (Monroe County Deed 
Book 835 , Page 1557). The Charl es 

Albury House is a designated
Monroe County historic. landmark
(LHD 9 5 -29). 

136 Tavern Orive
This frame vernacular style
residence was buil t  in 1939.

It stands on a masonry pier 

foundation . Exte r ior cl addi ng
mate dais include stucco (on the 
encl osed front po rch), w ood 
drop siding (on the main block
of the hou se), co mm on w ood 
siding (in the gable end), and 
pressed metal shi ngle s  (on t he 

roof). The fenestrati on cons ists 
of a mix of old and new window s.
For instance , double-hung wood
sashes, with one-over -o ne light
patterns , are evident in the main 
block of th e ho us e . Replacement
metal sash window s  light the front
porch. 

Alterations to the house ill ust rate
how it ha s  adapted to the livi ng 
needs of its owne rs. The front
porch h as be e n  encl ose d to 

provide more climate-controll ed 
living space . This vernacu lar style 

residence remains a fine examp le
of the sty le, materi als, and scale of
Tavernier's architecture during the
emer g ing y ears t o th e town. 
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Mae Rose Albury, daughter of 
Will iam and Ada E. Lowe , married
Charles Louis Pell

i
cier. C . L .  Pell ic.ier 

was the first ambulance driver 

at Tavernier {Wilkinson 2008d).
louisV .  and Ora Pelli c ier acquired
the property in the 1950s and
transferred it to Charl es Lo uis 

and May Rose Pellicier in 1986 
(Monroe County Deed Sook 987, 
Page 2229). In 1999, Charles Louis
Pell icier deeded the prop erty to hi s 

daughters Anne P .  Dunn and Susan 
P .  Parke r  (Monroe County Dee d 
Book 1597, Page 699). Th is house

is a designated Monro e  County 
historic landmark (LHD 95-30).



140 Tavern Drive 

This vern acular style fra me house
typifies the style, m aterials,
m assing, and setti ng of Tavemier's
architecture during th e formative 

years of the community and the
G reat Depre ssion. Built byH.S. 
McKenz ie i n 1934 as a fo ur-room
fishing c ott age, the house fe atures 
such local m aterials as Dade
County p ine fram i ng, flooring, 
and wood interior walls, and a
recta ngular floor pla n. The g able 

ends o f  the roof feature molded
rake boards, a typical feature of
frame vernacular style houses.
McKe nzie may have bu ilt the 

house as a retirement cottage
for his father (Brow n 199&). The 
house continues to reflect the 

architectura l histo ry of Taver nier.
As such, it is a designated local
historic landmark.

The h istorical con nection with
Oliver M. Woods li es in t he 

locati on of the house on Lot 28
in Tavernier No. 2, which W oo ds 

purchased from the Albury
brothers and initia lly plat ted as 

"Olliewood" but changed it to 
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Tavernier No .  1. Origina ll y  from 

Missouri (see the entry for 189
Beach Road), O.M. Woods worked 
in Tavernier as a reta il merchant
engaged in the pharmaceutical
industry, according to the 1930 
US census .  Josephin e  M., his w ife ,
and Peggy, his step-daughter, 
w ere born in New Yo rk. Prior to 

movi ng to Taver nier, Woods lived
in Kansas and Chi cago, llhnols,
with his first wrfe and fami ly, 
where he work ed as a real estate 

agent and a comm odities trader,
respectively. Jer ry Wilkinso n

{2003d) notes that Woods moved 
to Tavernier in the late 1920s and
then joined H.S. McKe nzie i n the 

petroleum storage ta nk business.
He worked as a Standa rd Oil age nt
and invested in local rea l estate 

speculation. The 1947 Mo nroe
CountyTaxAssessment Roll 

indicated the extent ofWoods's
real estate holdings in Tavern ier .
For example, the Woods and H.S. 
McK enzie owned fifteen lots in the 

Tavernier No. 2. subdivision.

Deed research indicated t hat
Woods owned this property from 
1929 to his death in 1934, when his
executors sold it to H.S. McKenzie.
The property remain ed in t he 

McKenzie family unti l 19&9. Nora
A. Williams and Timo thy A. Wil son 

ow ned the property when it was
designated as a local landm ark
property (LHD 95-7). 

" 



153 Tave rni er Trail 
Built i n 1944, this frame vernacular
style residence fe atures a 

noteworthy roof p rofile, Some 

local residents refer to the 

building as "'Twin Peaks" due to

its adj oining hipped roof s(Al ic e
Allen personal communication 7
August  1996). The building st ands 
on a conc rete pier foundation. The
exteri or walls have  board -and­
batten wood siding.  A shed roof
s helters the entry in the fa,;ade. 
Five·v c rimp sheet metal covers
t he roof .  Th e original f enestration 

has bee n removed and replaced. 
Bahamas-sty le louvered shutters
protect the window apertures. 

The house st ands on Lot 1..4 in 
the Knust and Lane Subdivision 

(Monroe County Plat Sook t., Page 

146). George 8 .  Myers and his
wife Kessie H. Mye r s owned the
property at the time the house 
was built, according to the 1947
Monroe County Tax Assessment 
rolls and a deed (M onroe Cou nty 

Deed Book G-9, Page 216). 
Kessie, who was born in 

Hebron, Illin ois, in 1892,

died in 1968. Her husband died 

in 1969 (Monroe County Probat e 

Docket 11-93). Their executors 
transferred th e property to 

Richard George Moller and Marie
Agnes Moller in the late 1960s
(Monroe County Deed Book 354, 
Page 503). The Moller family 
occupied the house unti l  2001
(Monroe County De ed Bo ok 1718, 
Page 2.281). Marie Agnes Moller
died 1 February 1997 (M onroe 

County Deed Book 1558, Page 
1086). Alice Allen recalled that Mr. 
Moller "'was the manager o f  our 
first real lirst-run movie the atr e" 

in lslamorada. The family of Jac k
and "K"Wi lkinson briefly lived in 

this house  while their new stilt

house was under construction on 

the lot next door (Allen personal
commun icati on 1996). This
modest frame house typifies the
style, materials, massing, a nd
setting ofTavernier's vernacular
architecture during the historic 

district's period of significance.

159 Tavernier Trai l
Wilkinson House
A designated Monroe County 

historic landmark {LHO 95-31), and
built in 1951, the Wilkinson House 

is an early example of the s ti lt
houses that are quite c ommon in 

the Florida Keys no w .  Noteworthy
details include vertical wo od
siding on the exterior, caseme nt
windows, and a full-width wooden 

porch with operable wood shutte rs 
operated from the interior .

The W1lkinson House, sig nificant
in its own right, represents
an early instance of d omestic 
architecture adapting to the
Florida environment. Presently,
stilt houses are a commo n 

constructi on method fo und 
throughout the Keys. Features of 
this construction mod e include



I H T 3\'C'n'l•cr T r.,,I
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high co ncr ete piers, a n  emphasis 

on hotizontality in massing, a low·
pitched roof, usua lly exte nding
on the front to shelter a porch, 
a nd operab le shutter s .  The first
exam ple of this type of domestic
architec ture, the Wilkinson Hou se

re nee ts the character defining
e lemen ts of this type, particularl y
its elevation of the liv ing space
above the f loodpla in.

Jessie L. and Florence H. Alley ,
who lived in Miami, owned the
property in the 19-4os , a long with
many other undeveloped lots in
this subdivision (M onro e  County
Deed BookE·2, Page 514; Book
G--8, Page 379; Book J-1, Page 41).

I ;-1 T ;,,.-crnc, Tr;,,I 

f.t1,:in5Sw1h

In 1950, F lorence H. a nd Will iam
T .  Hennessey sold Jack 0. and
Katharin e  L .  Wilkinson tw o lots in 

Singleton's Addition to Tavernier
Cove (Mon ro e  C ounty Plat Book
1, Page 135) where they built th is
house (Monroe County Deed Book 
G·49, Page 647). Jack died in 19n
(Monro e  County Death C ertificate, 
Book 712 , Page 768). 

The W ilkinsons moved to Key 
Largo from Miami in th e 1930s 

and lived in the area of the former 
Planter sett lemen t. Jack prov ided
for the family as a fisherman and 
collector of l ive mari ne s pecimens

that he sold to matine pa,ks .  They 
enj oyed a simplified l if estyle, even 

ltving in a semi-permanent ten t
building. Foll owing his service

in World War 11, J ack Wilkinson 

returned with his family to 
Tavernier (Wilk inson 1996; LHO
95-31 Staff Repott). Antecedents
for this mode of building can be 

seen in the historic photograph
of the Rodney Albury House 
(M002013) at 200 Albury Lane. 

165 Tavernier Trai l
According to the Mo nroe County
Property Appraiser's data , t his 

frame vemacvlar style residence
dates from 1910. Howeve r, that 
date is speculative , at best.
The hous e  does n ot appear on

historic mapping from the 1930s.
A long-time Tavernier resident, 
Al ice Allen stated that the house
was occupied in the 1950s, w he n

tragic events occurred there. Two 
family members were murder ed
here by their hatchet -wielding
son-in-la w (Al ice Allen personal
communication 1996).

The Alley family acquired the 

property in a county tax
dehnquency proceedin g in ,, 



the 1920s, but home construct ion 

did not begin there at that 
t ime (Jerry WIikinson personal
communication 2008). Halbert C.
Meyer of Naples, Florida, own ed
the property in the 1940s (Monroe 
County Deed Book D·3, Page 

516; BookG·2.5, Page 316). He 
owned oth er undeveloped lots in 

the TavemierCove subdivision as
well (Monroe County Deed Book 
E·2., Page 114, BookG·s, Page 
176). Ea rl W. and Ann He ndrickson
owned the property from 1965 to 
1981 (Monroe County Deed Book 
333, Page 161; Book 834, Page 

329). 

The o ne·story hovse stands on a 
brick pier foundati on, with some 

poured concrete in places. The
frame walls f eature con te mporary 
vertical grooved wood siding
panels. The gable roof ha s  5
V•((imp metal sheet roofing,
exposed raft er tai ls, molded
rake boards, and fascia boards. 
Un lit, gable-roof d orm ers pierce 

,. 

the slope of the roof on
both sides of th e building.
Bahamas-style louvered 

shvtters protect the fenestrat ion. 
An ope n  porch ext en ds from 

the gable end of the sovtheast
elevation .

A modern seco ndary dwelling 
stands at the rear of the lot.
This shed·roof building s ta nds 

one stoty high on a cont inuous
masonry foundat io n. Th e 

fenestration consists of double·
hung, woo d sas he s  with a one. 
over-one light pattern. This 
building dat es from the 1970s.



Wit h the quick pace that accompanies contempo,a,y ftal estate
development in Florida, it is remarkable that Tavernier's historic
district still ha.s the ability to take us back in t ime. Tavernier provides
us with dues to the complex changes that occurred almost beneath 
our perception in the twentieth century. The buildings of the historic
distric t show us how w e have survived the various storms th at have 

battered our homes and our lives on the archipelago that is the Florida
Keys. They also remind u s  t hat w e can again surviv e such storms . 
Thus, the Tavernier Hi stork District is significant and worthy of ca reful
preservation for its coll ection of vernacular style bui ldings, among oth er
attributes, in which we have embedded many memor ie s .  The buildings,
in turn, reflect sign ificant aspects in loca l history as well as t he Upper
Key's growth and development . Through their architectural history,
these buildings remind vs where we have been and guide us a s  we 

dee ide vpon our fvtvre. 
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