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Some negre educetion in a formal sense, althoush eertainly of &

<
rudimentary nature, existed in Asericsa from Colenial times. 3%:53

asturs waried with the sovial and seononic sonditions of the snvivone

ment so thet regional patterns develorsd,

Uriginally the education of the legro beyond the sisple ingizue-

%%é,g method of labor, such a8 vlanting, eultivaeling, har

ing and the rest, arcse from the concern of relicisus vesrie for his

goul. This concern certaialy strencthe

mone many slave owner

by their realisstion that the teaching of the rudinments, and of meral

yalnee. Ususlly no more advanced than a few of the oy iments and

hapie on the 5§ B%s, could be 4o thely com

I advantase,

Bearing in mind the frontier conditicrns in most of the Lolonles
in the 17ih century, 1t is guite wtewrthy the amsunt of attentien
directed to the education ¢f the Begro. Perbare his conversion is mo;
to the poiat-- the sarly trainine wss overvheluingly relicicus in
character and directed to the salvation of the soul and the geining ol
converts to Christianity from heatbenlen, The Catholic missicnaries

whe sere go intent in wisning the Indian %o & veliciows 1lfe sould

logieally disregard the Hegro verbars just from itribsel status in Afric

wag & "savaece”™, he wes lgnorent of Christianit

and he mugt be won to the Chureh., SBrenish and Freneh ave both mentlor

s ahe Unde Holy of

in the sariiest recurds louie 11V & truly libey




ent a8 regards the treabument and privileges sccovded to slaves

and while 1% may vot bhave o folls wny partioulars and aveas

it did provide a basls of surrort for wselioretion of conditions and

¥ of & religiovs naturs, lesding Yo baptiss and

instruction at leas

res niy salvetion,

he Frotestants are wredi %@zﬁ%é‘ with belog in ¢ffect shaned inte

siniler migsionary work sweny slaves and 11 is neted %;‘:%% in lendon

in 1701 the Church of England ergand the Sodlety for the FProvegati

among Negroes and Indians ove

of the Cespel in Porelon Paris, to work

Yot before the Uhurch did undertshe thess missions they were

beolution, 8o to sresk from the slaveholders woint of view, by

Lwen

o

the Asplican Bishor of london who officlally stated that conversion

gacivetion. That

#id not ales sovstitute glimulianesualy an act of ¢
is to say the soul anight be the lord®s, but the body was the vroverty
st the terrestial sester.

York among the "heathen” was the proper oourse not only

veople of oood will, but wee equally a tenet of belief, & reguired

courge of action amwng the dedicated church pecple, lay and sccle-

glastienl of the day.

This svangelical dedication reslly stemmed from the basic convie
tion of the Established and Boman Churches that & soul wes lest for

eternity unless converted and bartised before death, Then there was




the further belief that & soul wen to Ged

& glory o the Lhurel

on sarth and a8 such to be sought after and »ris

. a8 iv the seonls

Fleld wes coveted the gaining of new lends and territories in the ns
6f the Uiny and the Divine |

The libex

ter.

al Calvinist John BEliet pursued the sause of reliclen

gmong Hegroes in 1695 and Indlans too, because of sourse the latter

wers alon

e the englaved, %1%%%%@%%& these ohildeen of the wilder-

had a diseoncerting he

it of slivedoy away forever witwut a tr

of further knowlec hose brotherhood the

e, & bandy method of esvave

2 later to recognise. Hoger William

genke apalinst the ene

2
snt of FYeguet Indians in 1637 and Cotton Mather vublished in

1892 his *Eules for the Soclety of Hegres”® juslifving thelr zicht o
religious %@%@%ﬁ;mg

The Intevior Devartoent¥s Bullelin 138 on 8

lished in 1817, - s the activitles of the

od brothers, the

s

wst of

whom began to teach Hegro children in 1638, and vho was fo!
lewed by his three brothers and a brother-inelaw, one after amther,

2411 thevy had tegether uiven instruction to sone 1200 w

Bl ig.

But the Quakers, of the simriest of reliciens, were apraventiy

the First o2 2 body 1o

ame sducetional resvonsibllities smong Heg

with other than an evangelieal, salvationisl motive, Iubued with the

belief, for vhich they sacrifived much, in $»

ks to worshie outeid

the ssoventions! reliciors, they sapily sarvied thely corwivtiens of

Woodaon, C. C., :
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frocdonm of wrshlp inte & chempienshie of Freedonm of the person.

In 1688° the Quakers made the first protest against slavery in
Frotestant America. Shortly befors this in 1672 Ceorve Fox urced his
cowrvelivionists #to instruct and teach theiy Indians and Hegrees how
Christ taested desth for every man.” In 1693 Gevrge Kelth sroke for
relicious trainlny in prevaration for esancipation., William Penn
favored emancipation a8 a way toward improvement. In 1896 the
GQuakers rrotested the slave trade and "aeglect of their moral and
spivitual welfare.”

The truly great impetus toward eventual freedowm a8 well a8 cur-
rent education came however in the sarly 18th century. Az the rhilow
sorhical contentions of the French writers and thinkers gradually
infiltrated the Asmerican colonies, thelr arvlication fo American cone

ditions beceme obvicus., They Ffitted inte the Uslonial impulse towsrd

the determination of thelr own affalre, although they shocked nany of
the more conservative and convential leaders,

Bousseau, Montemguleu, the Rights of Man, the Beclal Compact,

were all exelting and heady wine. /Jside from the obwiocus inconsis-
tency of slavery and indlvidual liberlty as a natural right, the fere

ment lead o a brosdening of discussion and woneeguently of sducation

rey ge among the Uoloniste, rather than as an adlunct or atiribute of

religious instructien.
A half century before the Declaration of Inderendence learned

wmen at flret and then thelr Fellows, becane isbusd with 2 ferver for

Woodson, C. €., Bducation of Heoro Frier

to 1861, Washingten,D.(.181%



ement that was to last well over a century,
and to find outlet in a myriad of beliefs, convictions and freguently

sentionsl sove

ts which were to help alter the entire intellectual

me Continental fmerics.

ZBeoular edueation by the Jueakers and eventually by some civie

agencies was the great 18th century boon te the Begro. WYhile smancie

vation was debated and sometimes sveomriished by manusission by indi-

vidual glave owners, this wae stil]l & dreas & cood century away.

It is at the ope

ning of the 18th century thet a distinction must
begin to be drawn between sonditions in the Horth and South., “The

Islands”, the British, Prench and Spanish Caribbean plantations for

the productien of tobacce, d finally sugar had given the

fivat styong eooponic lpventive to the Atlantiec slsave trade., The

rigingl Indlans in these lslands were found ill-adarted o surer-

vised agx

feultural labor and the need for imported workers in these

viroin lande caused & joint growih of the slave trade and the develop

ment of the Hew World of the Caribbean,

35%1? mid 17th century, sugar culture had been introduced, lesding
to a great expansion in slave lmports, just a cenitury and s half late
the invention of the eotion vin was to have a simllar effest in the
southern United Staten. At the beginning of the 18th century, sugar

cane was becoming uneconomic in the Islands and waz o follow tobaelo

and votton te much larger regions in Ameriea. The Ialands had

thing left hovever. They had “seasoned”

the zlave and ®sessoy

5
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would continue as thely functions for many itrscic vears, until soone

and emenedvation wuld finally srell the doonm of this traffie.

Actuelly slave lmrorte inte Vizeinia had commenced to incresse

vapidly from 1875 to 1700 and the incressingly heaswy movement con-

tinued throughout the 18th century. Slave labor wes an ingererable

eondition of plantation production. The use and direction of large

bedies of men was becoming & new type of econouioc activity not Famil-
ier in those times in peacetine mursuits, The factory was of course
unknown but the utilisation of large soale manvower in the fertile

fiel

of the Jouth was an "outdoor feclory”™ systen and offered s
mle sucoess and advantage to the planter,

In the Horth however, the Begro slave wae not the resident of a
ghette, nor was he purchased or sold in guantity by hie cwner. He

wag smeloyved in household service, with horses and cattle, and as

clearly his best oprortunity a3 a helper to the artisens and sedhan-

ies of the day, where there apveared an ory

rtunity to learn a trade.

Just 22 *town” life became a part of ezislance in the lorth, the

South ancaoed princdrally, a8 fer a8 the Heyro wes concerned, in laygs

seale agrionltural production and with it, residence on relatively

widaly sevarsted homestesds or plantativns,

The affert on forms of

sducation in Berth and e

yuth ig obelous,

%,

The town Bo

wol, or rural schoel near & chureh or hamlet was the
practical selution to the Hortherner. The Seutherner must emviey tu-

tors for his family, or voseibly a few families together, and since



sich of the eotion, rice and susar itrade was directly across the

Atlantie between the southern porte and thely tustoners In Grest

Britain and the Centinent, many of the teachers and tutors in the

fouth were imported from abread, undoubtedly

mare soralationted and
probably better rounded than the Yorthern

faning to

aprrear from the sarly "donentlic” wwlle

#

wn Bohools were no

In any event conp movelty in the Horth, and

%é’zﬁii% it wmuld not be untll the time of Hovace Hang fv mid 188

achusetts that a recoonized and well orpunisz

aeniury i systen
of mublic schools would be develeved and established, vet the dis-

tinotion based on modes of 1ife and counration was clear and these

characteristion were to govern schoels for both the white and Feure

races until after the Clvil ¥War. 4 noteworthy excertion were the

sohonls of lorth Carclina where a3 early as 1781 the Quakers had

local soheols and teucht slaves te read and write, zov

wething they
had been unable to do sarlier in sither Vizginie oy Horth Carslina.
The original gtﬁ%ﬁ gonstitution of the latter state, in 1775 pro-
vided for genersl wublie education and while no arrrevrlation was
made for the schools, the statute did lead uitinmately 4o the sstab-
lishment of the state university.

The activity of the Quskers continued at s high level from 1780

until the vost Rewolutlonary reactien, coupied with the servile up-

risings of the second and third decades

of the 19th century, mut

&

DuBois, Hlack Keconstruction,. r.6%9




an end to most of the educetiona] opportunities avallable te Heoroes

throughout the South. ‘The Presbyterisns conblmved thelir sducautional

starn Borth Carcline sven afley thely dhuryd becans

interest in

deeriy split on abolition ae the vesrs of erisle svrroached,

Tn the Yrth o sdesl For Yagrpes wes opened in 1728, The Hee

b

Gosvel, and apaln the Unskers, sup-

ehety Ffor the Frovagation of ihe

wlied sebonle and teschers for oth white and Begre, At Hew

o 2"%15 %sai %

which was & malor senter of the slave irade

in the Horth, & school for

7 . ,
need in 1762, John Bore Franklin states that *the

Hew England Hegro was the best tralned and sost articulate of all
Heoroes in the Hew World.”®

But what erveared to be

good progress in the Horth, and ealy

latent or lisited ovrosition toward at least reliclows schooling in

e

the Zouth, almost suddenly arcund 1810, by rressure from twe direction

ended the development of educaticnal wrogress for the lomo veried wnid

mancleation, Josaln these preseures were 4diiferent in the tw revions

In the

Forth the impulse was necative, in the Bouth it wes vositive.

Ia the lorth it wes intelleciual, in the South it was economic.

The ferment and intellectual stimulation which had surrcunded and
vrocveded the Hewslutionary War, had to & comsiderable degree been ex
plated by the contest itself, ay well as by the wrystalizing and ae-

poerting of the then liberal civil philosorhy esbraced in the Declarati

of Indevendence and the Constitution with the further inclusion of a

#
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i1l of rights in the latter. The dab

stes in the Continental Congres:

sralisgt® 4

and the new natiens] Congress, b smtee and even the

gattlen

st of & rermanent natlonal capitel &t Weshincton and the erse

tion of g Prezident®s

House and legislative chambers a mile away, all

had the sffect of brianging a sense of conclusion to the struggle, the

eyusade for the fres Constitution, and their

eriginal sources &

sng the Preaeh phileserhers. The bloody exzcesses
ef the French Revolution joined with the weariness ecoruing to the
fimerican peovle after seven vears of wer and turmoil combined to fore
vibly dravy the new Jnerican citisen to a precocuvation now long overdo
with his own affairs, and with his compairicis to the bullding of a
homogensous natica. How well he did that is now clearly seen, vet not
without another horrifving and as vet unforseen leng interrurtion of

the Uivil War and ite taw

aoug aftermath of reconstruchiog.
But for the sresent the ogll in the First decade of the 185%h

century was back te the rlow, the awe, the ship, the shor and the

counting house. Bo for the Hegro there vanished for a veriod, the pub-

1i¢ conscliousness of thet reresnlally 11lonical feot of his enistance

in bends in a new republic dedicated to the righis of man, in the gight

ef, in the home and on the plantstion of his owner. Dedicated peorise
and grours were already at work for his ultimate release, and they lae

bored on with consliderable effort, bet the great soclal and humenl taris

ures as related o the cendition of the Heore, wes stilled for the pres

w



The Horth even contyibuted the mechanicel device which won to

Bind hiz vercoiously to the golden cotlon chariot whieh he was havling,
g4 %ﬁm@»} a bricht voung man of Wesibore, Hassachusetts, preferved

to manufacture vielins, nails and halyving with maried success until

gurrendored to formal sduceticn and entered Yale Collese in 1780 st W

soe of 2%, Bithin glx monthe after hie graduation in the avutuan of I

£1i had solved the major vrobles of the southern cotien grower by deve

oring a gin with which one negro ovuld vroduce fifty rounds of cleaned
cotton in & day. Uotton rroduction was almest lustantly revolutionize
and the zrace to surpply the British and Trench textile mills wes on.
This was the stimulus and inceviion rerhave, along with Watt’s stean
gngine of the Hritish industirial revelution. Bice, indlge and tobaceo

took lower vank. Srinning and wesving inventions oreatly swveanded et

consumrtion throucghout the civilized world and the demaw
the cotten flelds muliiviied.
By 1815 the tide of demand v

at flesd, and Maryiand and Virginal

e producers of slaves., John Home ?mg%ﬁizz% saye that at the high

point of 1888, ito be reduced the next vear by the severe national sco-
nomic dervession of 1837, Virginia owners seold 120,000 slaves into the
lower South,

How there was 1little wmiblic or commercial sympathy for the slave.

After all the zlave holders were not & numerous grour, and how eould

8
Franklin, John Hore




the new oo ie textile fortunes of Hew Dngland, the menufscturers,

the traders and brekers and shiv cwners, whe carried the slaves or the

sods and supeliss and whe flnanced the whioles o

srcdal process, be

of an inarticulare veovle dwelling dietantly

sengitive o the rrebl
out of sight and mind? A1l were getting their first teste of the frui

af 5 new and dynawle oowntyy, intsnt on revroducine for th

elves,

with native fncenuity, vrotective farifis and 21l the othey deviess of

& new nation, an industrial and commereisl foree which would meke old

Jehn Bull fake another look &t his ersbwhile *plantatien”,
The door began to close on educational evrertunities for Hegroes

in the

Seuth in 1800,

About ten yvears later it was barred and locks

=

é?@ have already noted that the Southern concent of education was based

uren a different social and econcmlc envirenmsent then in the Borth,

tion for the white eitisen of the South wer individuel, 1% wes

geible sxcertion of

vrivate and 1t was largely a privileve, with the e

religlous education in the white churches. ot only the Vegroes, 2

race with no legal status, but the thousands of ordinary white Farmers

and town u

orkers wers without ovportunity for sdhooling.
But in the sarly 19th century the attitude toward the teaching eve

entale to the Hegro, becane not only necative, it in trutl
became ingressingly and actively hostile,
As we have observed, the stimulus of the Revelution, its rhilsac-

vhy and 1te climax in the documents and governmental structure which

emerced had exhausted for the time at lesst, the smotional ferver for

af the iandividual. BHow from suniber drection came the countes

i3



vYressure - freedom nor any of its avurtenances - education, frauchise,

inderenden

g
=

t movement and thought, should set be entrusted o those who

might by thely possession endanger the status guo. “Endanger® as & wn

sould e

haslzed more stroagly. Security, safely of life and lisb

and of proverty did certainly seem to be threatened in the mind of the
rientation owner, generally isclated with relatively fow wilte overses:
gurrounded in & sea of often inscrutable black veorvle, meintained in m

Jeetion and dooility by atrlel surervision and low howrs of labor,

Did eduecation, reliclous or seoular, incresge the wvalue of the ze;

vant or Fleld hand, or did it oven hie mind to dissstisfaction, dreaws

ef Freedom, and vlots of vielent rewelt? Like all zimilar controversis

#there wae mach 1o be sald for both sides®, given the circumstances and
events of the early 19th century.

%Lﬁé%@% insurrections of barbarity and eruelty on the varts of botl
the insurgents and the ocwners or thelr overssers were well known in the

Carilean Iglands Por & oood hundred ve before the French HBevolutio:

The wiclent ordeals of Haiti, or 8t. gque a8 1t was earlier known,

startled and alearmed the Southern planter. FProm wid-17ith century to &l

latter portion of the 18th, Jamales had had g@%@%m ¢rdals. intlove was
another sourge of desr trouble in 1736,

But the Haitian uprising of the final decade of the 18th ventury,
its blondy surpression afler s dozen drastie years, really surplied
the Fflame for the tinder weiting in fmerica®s Gouth, Here the revolts

were nelther large nor greatly costly in 1ife or sroperty. Yei they




10
were enouch to terrify the vlanters of the South, and even as  Furnas

- some ressonableness at a later date,

to Jobn Brown®s strat

s and hores, and te glve confidence to some o

hiz northern suprliers and suvsorters, before the assault on Herrers

Forry in 1888,

The junole gravevine, the thudding drum were just a8 effective in

the Bew Yorld as in Africs or the Caribbean. The s e on lmortebis

eeuld mot 84111 the news oon

veyed by gecret word, or iy ed by the

shaken white refug whe undoubltedly could vt find words

sensational
encugh o vloture the terrors and horrers of the uprisings they had lef
behindain #the Islands®.

the

In Anmerica the Flyzi rewolt most omlvous in terss of the

fpabare iovslived., In 1800 neer Ridheend opne Cabriel pathersd o thouss
variously armed slaves who while betrayed by falthful servanis, wuld

vet have been s gerious threat had not & severe suwmer storn imveded

movenent, Thirty odd rebels were hung with Gabriel, ovusidered mild »e

tribution by Caribbean standards, but the damage

done. South Carel
whose Beaufort and the Ben Islands were to see ihe earilest orvanized

snt of the sxtensive neore sducation proorverns whilch followed 8

ceselon and anticivated Emancivation, had only 2 hal? dogen uprisings i

the avrrexinate hundred vears vreceding vrobably the sost wblicised o

these relatively small rebellions, that of Hat Turner in 1831 in south-

ssstern Virginda, again less than fifty niles from the flret missionary

10
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activities in behalf of the refugee slaver at Fortress Yonroe. Sixty

white versons were murdered in the Turner rewsll, a large encuch nus-

ber o really arouse & countryelide,

While retribution gulcx and runisgheent by hancing for the

leadsrs after trisl, as well a8 vigllante justiee for follewsrs as the

d, the conviction of constant mensce and danger was wow

ware apprehende

#irm. The black man was dangerous, he was a threat %o sesurity and he

must be ouyl

Unharelly for any attese

the vroblem, at this very time abel

lical tesrer wae just getting under way in Jmerlieca. Inevired by the

British Parliament®s far-reaching neipation laws of 1833 comnleted

g% to detall in 1837 and the seoummiated ¥ s of welitiesl and sooial

preaching and pasrhletesring, there now arose in the United States, a
gtorns of self richteous, vlain richiecus and mixed righiesus componenty

that would rege end howl a8 & gathering temrest that would only subsid

into the turbulent but less vislent dayve of rost bellus Reconstruction,

been sald to de

Enough has eribe the provecation. The South teok

seapures which it considered necessary for ite selfwrptection. Tragls

cally for the future, these messures vrincieally

smbraced, after the
abwious Plrat course of regtyictions on woarens and & helahlened sure

vaillance, into limitations o5 mow

nt, congregations religicus or

ing of all, uren learning ~ and particularly une

haveily, uron the fundamentals of resding and writing.
Seuthern religlous circles disturbed by the woral or scclesiastics

isplications of the dewrivation of the Bible, intreduced an extra-ordis

14



paliiative in the form of memory training in the Serirvtures, vossibly

an extlanation of some of the highly articulate and evlorful language
and Porms of exvression of the early Heors oraters, although te be gurd

snted vhrageclogy of ante-

they had o monorvely on the gilded and or

Bellue platforne and malvits of nerien, T Hentworth Hlogi

sarly and militant abolitioniet and amone the inner clrgie of Jobn

3 . )
Browun®s respongible ga»z%&ggz& gave that Prederier Douwglass learned

te read by studying the street siong of Balilsmore, amther exotic ap-
proach to the demmed up siream of learning.

apparent foree ¢id mot

That Hat Turner was a preacher of some

ware new teboo and

hely the cause of relivious tralning., Heetings

life was sinwlified o ite esgeontiale. Work was the order of the day

and for sothon salled the tune Tor the fleld

and the aver musnting o

hand,

Deubtless the end of his elfficieoncy wr not far swsy, new zebtho

and new machinery wers only a few decades hence, but for the m

negre slave was chear labor, and Americs in the Horthesst at least

r¥e rebellion agalnst Ung

hear, less than a generation after its fa
Deorge, the hum of commerce and the yusble of iis own industrial awabe
The teaching of Begroes wan becowing illegal by state leglslative

avtions, Hissourl in 1817, Virginlae in 1818, louisisna in 1814 and 18

and Beorglae in 1831 took restrictive action, in addition to

sariler laws of & slndler nature, wiioh bed besn largely disressrded,
The Hat Turner worisisg of 183 wes the moet freliful o7 sueh lawe and

in that vesr and in the next two oy three most of the really resiricti

i ;
Letter in Biorer (ollege Collection,

15



22 were vlacs

d uren schooling., Without reiteration, the stmos-

phere is dramatically, iF ext

ely vortrayed by Berry in the
Virginls fbuse of Delegates in 1888; "We have a8 far a2 wossible
closed every avenue by which licht may enter their [the slaves® )

minde, I¥ we could extinguizh the caracity to see the light, sur

wsrk would be

completed;: they would then be on a level with the

bessts of the flald and we should be safe, 1 s pot cortain we wals

not do it, if we could find out the myow

g, and that on the rlss of

%@%ﬁgi%ﬁ}“g Sueh extremisn waz net fvelesl but 1t dld reflect 4o

some decree the hichly essliecnsl atmosrhers of that ezsct time,
Drastic and harsh a8 these lawe and thelr objectives might be,
they reflected oenly the fear end concern of the planter. Cruelty

wag havdly the intention for iiz own sabe and later we will zoe that

the Hew Inglander¥s sarly and contemperary lnsensitivity to the cone

dition of the Horthern factory worker vrincipally engaged in gotlen

fabrication must have deerly galled the Southern witness to the

risine svslanche of Barithern atelitionien.

The Borth alse wee not bliupele

on anntber count. The ssodus

of glaves From the South o the Pfres® stales besan

to create probe

lema. Hot only did the well-to-ds W

ortherner reject the rosition of
host to a largely lgnorent and untrained mess of indigent folk, but
the white worker and laborer, sz he has throughout mest of the histor

of Mmerica®s rece relations, Yerith or Bouth, alse resented this




additional form of soovonmic competition, about to merge with the
flow of Irish and Germang sesiing freedom from old wrld econonic
and %ﬁﬁi@ ends .

The pendulun had swang against the Hegroes, but his friends,
gptionsgl oy 128

practical, or imeyactical, sning, were beginning

%o rally to his assistancs. The very nadir of his fortunes would

further stir the ardor of the emancirationist, but the course would

be long and bleody before it reached a turning reint. By 1840 the

moyally and socially unwholesome lot of the Heurs coincided with an

eariier veriod commencing verhare in the 1820% of tremendous de-
gire by the Mmerican of the Hertheast to lmprove things, his netien,

his environment and himself, Jtunc by the visiting fereion &

and jeurnalists whe freguently rublicised the atmosrhere of the
Erontier, the woes was o ereste & oulivure, an enviromment of 4art an
literature that was netive in subject, alithouch the form and style

okt be of the Uentinent or Grest Iritain.

Bmerivans and vartlioulerly thesze of the Horthessterns United

States, began to take thelr country, iits mdssden, and the

sel o

eonsiderable seriousne

with & very z and & por=cbiective senelitivity.

Betyeen 1820 and 18680, the wav was charted for self exvressionisnm
in the flelde of human richits and bmaen conduct and cultural imereve

St T

ment. Yet the educstion of the Hegre, &8 distinet from hiz e=

mation, in fact and as an issue was almost wiolly dormant in this ey

17
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I

#A MORE PERFI

T URIGE=

How Eooland as socially and temperamentally conatituted in the

mid-10th century, did not lightly carry the carge of ite heritave,

Born in Calvinism, serious nsarly |

tien, it bore aluest

gstentationally its burden of goed

warks, of ite fawus consclence,
and of 1 a1l ot self-Flagellating drive o lmvveve 1iself and

eoselibly more strongly, almost anvone else.

By no meane a vhenomenon of Hew England alone, the Hation sz a

whole in the second and third decades of this flrst century of its

2@@%@% goensd suddenly aroused to 3 moet active svirit of self e
vregeion in the arts, and in pecial and oultural natters of every

bind, The imulse uus

to seer, to learn, to oyesite, and to imppove.

The gources and stimulue te this aw

coning are ovedited 4o a

susber of factors. Perbars mest sisely, what asounted %o 2 froantier
nation, inhebited to an uwpususl degree by versons of congiderable
intellectural and religicus heritage and convicilens, finally mature:

gufficiently te cast off the valnglorious, but understandable gelf

laudstion for the establishment and deferse of & new nation on, to &l
intents and vurroses a new continent. In place of this retriotic and

justified, but somewhat bomb

sticly exvressed, reversnce for the hers
of Bunker W11, Valley Porge and Indervendence Hall there wes substi-
tuted a more outward looklng curiesity in the rest of the world®s eul
ture, and these followed a desire to emulate or exesed, Basically,

this was not new. In the late 18%h centuyy, the (plonies had borrowe



heavily and had eagerly imrorted the liberal rhilosorhies of govern-

ment and oroanized society, from scross the seas.

But & gquarter

sentury of the war for Indet

ndsnce, the formatien of a Congress and

& government of laws, and men

to ses that they wers carried ocut, the

converslion of loosely related and diverse wolonies 4o stateh

sod,with
thelr own executive rowers, all had concentrated the snergies of aln
and body, the level and reglons of thinking, and the foous of intere
within the boundaries of the nation itself.

How by the 18207%s, fmerics could look abeout her, and droveing

gome of ite vride of birth, alse veer within herself, at lesst with

ceps of objectivitr, Stung to thie 52l examivation verhare

by the often merciless eriticliass of the many wvisitores fron Belitain

and the Continent, there arese a sounter m at of cultural curie~

gity and stimulvs,

The forelgn criticiss hed indesd been sharr. The seore or two
of sgveclally literate trevelers From foreion vearts were often eruel

and snepmprshending in thely syvesure of thiz buetliing sel fevonirivis

s bolstercus "eivilization®. The peorle were vouny and

younger. The numercus vowular elections in ?éfzé,%;@ and
Hatien, the fast clirvver shive and the era of interior imvrovement
with its canals and highways all rointed toward relitical and commer-
clal activity and exvansion. )

In Hew York the intellectual atmosrvhere at the

ianing of the

country®s First sentury had been murtured by oommerece and trade, and

verhare varticularly by the rroximity of the nationsl

sovernment at

Sew York Uity and at Philadelvhia. How Hew York was for a time 4o

2



aa

won itself fto business and finance, while Hew England would take

g the sesvonsibilidtiens and exeitenent of culture and el S-lmvvovene

A tyeicalirsllving eall to the banner of culture might be select

sontis

£

frem many sources at this time, but verhavs the veried and its
may be adeguately epitemised by twe guotations from a blegravhy of
longfellow written in 1902 by the fervent abolitiondy

some notabllity, Thosmas Wentworth Hioggiwm

late Colonel of Neors troovs in the Clell War. The latter sssociatiy

has little besaring on the cultursl outburet with which we are concern

Bather the rortraval of this early sesking of the mind, does seen to

sme well Frowm o gtudent of deer Bow Bnolend bechoreund and vertiouls

ly as directed toward the ovdinions of an lmeensely worular "native”

intellestusl,

Hicoinson uses the first guotation early in his biograshy as he

bes the literary scene during longfellow’s undergraduate days

Bowdein College from 1821 te 1825, when he seemed desvite varental o

&
weoval, to have determined uron g ocarser in literature,

longfellow was fanllier with and indeed had contributed as an

underoraduate to the new sexl-monthly “United Btates Literarv Cametbts

smblished in Boston and Bew York siaultensously, ¢

sneing in dvyil

1, 1824, *¥This veriodical wee edited by James G, Carter of Boston

whe was alse well krnown during the 18th century in connsction with

the history of mublic schools

L by THE, 1902, .37
##fbid, v.28



tte in its First lssue in 18234 desoribed its introduction

o the vouns of ¥Willian Cullen Brvant, vhose Tizvet ook of moetry wan

wibiighed in 1821, Brvant was pronounved by the o be the figs

Foriginal voet found en this gide of the Atlantie,® 1t continues, "our

vlessure was egualled by our survrise vhen we toek ur Bryvant®s o

and

Though the Eaglish exitics sa

foand that %;%;@g ware fmaviesn o

af him that thelr woets t Iloek o thely lewrels now that sueh & cone

ratlitor has entered the ring®, vet let him

ber that & few Jousts

v putablished the revutstion of 2 bnloht,”

In one guotatien of this nature it is hardly w=ossible to carture

the new svirit ia literature, yet the ¢ wag new, Bryant wes

soyil

and the century was new. The gﬁ?m@mﬁ =8 the stirzring of the b
ginniags of things, and the "surrrise” of discovering American literary
aPacity of a high degres of merit.

The secpnd gquotatien declares what one exbrvenic literary figure,
longfellow himself sensed his osuntyy needed, and what he would try o

pontribote, ®lonplfellov’s Uowmense

nt oration in June, 1825 wase
titled "Our Hative Writers™:
#To an American there i something endearing in the very sound,--
Uur Hative Writers: - they foretell that shalever iz moble and

attractive in our national character will on8 day be associated

#{ there 1s sbmething Ameritan we like to think, in an early literary
jovurnel eneloving 2 ﬁ of o vogilist®s sl in referving ¥ a
riging woptic flours,

ssEl, by THH,,1802, »,30



with the sweet magie of Foetry. lsg, then, our land o be

4 the land of song? — Yes! - and ralme are to be won

in
by our native writers? - v those that heve been nursed and
brought ue with us in the eivil and reliclous freedom of our
eountyy. Already has a volce been lifted ur in this land, -
already a sririt and a love of literature are svringing ur

in the shadow of ouy free volitical nstitutions,”

There 1t 81l iz, 1% smust be sative ond nurtured by the revered

and new political instituiions. JAgaln, Tas vet we can beast of nothis

farther than a firet beginning of a national literature: - asscciated
and linked in with the grand and beauliful scenery of our wuntey, ==
with our institutions, our menners, oWy cushons, === i3 & word all
has formed us, and -~ the land in which we live.”

Longfellow is worth followlng farther, #Dure is an ags of great
minds, though verhavs not of great endesvors. -—- We are a vlain reor
that have had nothing to do with the mere pleasures and lumuries of
life. == Thers must be "a noble self-devotion to the cause of litera
In the vanity of schelarshiy, Incland has revrsached us that we have
finighed scholars. - Our very roverty in this resvect will have a
tendeney to glve a national character to our own literature.” JAnd he
closes his eration, "well may each of ws feel a glorious and highemin
vride in zaving, *This is =my own, my native land.?#

if this is the ¥stirring, the

baginning®, it is mild comrared to
what 18 o follow. GCentle reetry and literature may lead the way, bu

now comes not only the desire to verform, but alse a sinlster lerulse
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fventuelly the mission, church and school wers closed oub in the

sontheest, and the Deptists then sought & move sulleble site for thelr

forvent evangeligm, agein oo the horder of clviliestion® bebww

glave end free staben, ss ub Calre, and alss on the well w

dosm the Valley of the 31
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ming®; as with hig bride he 3

the 1ittle sohool which vitinedely was o becoms Storer Uollege, smong
the earliest of the wer pmerebled scadenios,

from the Christisp Comdsslion widch a8 we have seen

coptly wowod wp ite affelre at war's end, Dathan Brackett hesded fov

¥aine snd home. In Ocbober of 1865 he wem on hie wsy bo Lewishbon and

the delayed theclopienl vourse which he had so long plemmed
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