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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF nIE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ACADEMY 
Stephen T. Mather Interpretive 
Training and Research Center 

The following men and women have been selected as trainees to attend the 1963 
fall session of the Stephen T. Mather Interpretive Training and Research Cente~. 

Ross Bender 
John w. Bond 
Richard M~ Brown 
Stanley G. Canter 
Robert w. Carpenter 
Santiago Cruz 
Donald H. DeFoe 
Robert P. Fuller 
Glenn D. Gallison 
Robert A. Grom 
Tom Handley 
J'ames N .. Haskett 
Earl J'. Heydinger 
Robert L. Lageman 
Anthony J'4 Lucero 
James C. Maxon 
Paul F. Mccrary 
Edgar P. Menning 
Manuel A. Morales 
David c. Ochsner 
John J. Palmer 
Robert J. Riley 
Ray E. Schaffner 
Jerry L. Schober 
Jerry Y. Shimoda 
Bruce w. Stewart 
Philip F. Van Cleave 
Dwight T. Warren 
Phyllis Wells 
Frank E. Wilson 

Chief Park Naturalist, Mount Rainier Nat. Park 
Historian, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt Nat. Hist. Site 
Chief Park Naturalist. Crater Lake Nat. Park 
Naturalist, Arches National Monument 
Chief Park Naturalist, Hot Springs Nat. Park 
Historian, Jefferson Nat. Expansion Memorial 
Naturalist, Pinnacles National Monument , 
Historian, George Washington Carver Nat. Monument v/ 

Chief Park Naturalist, Olympic National Park 
Chief Park Naturalist, Badlands National Monument 
Lands Specialist, Recreation, Bureau of Land Management 
Historian, Manassas National Battlefield Park 
Historian, Hopewell Village Nat. Historic Site 
Historian, Antietam National Battlefield Site 
Historian, National Capital Region 
Archeologist, Bandelier National Monument 
Chief Park Naturalist, Coulee Dam Nat. Rec. Area 
Chief Park Naturalist, Craters of the Moon Nat. Monument 
Historian, San J'uan National Historical Site 
Asst. Chief Park Naturalist, Blue Ridge Parkway 
Asst. Chief Park Naturalist, Glacier Nat. Park 
Historian, Grand Portage National Monument 
Supv. Park Naturalist, Shenandoah Nat. Park 
Historian, Shiloh National Military Park 
Historian, Saratoga Nat. Historical Park 
Historian, Independence Nat. Historical Park 
Chief Park Naturalist, Petrified Forest National Park 
Chief Park Naturalist, Saguaro National Monument 
Naturalist, National Capital Region 
Historian, El Morro National Monument 

(PLEASE FILL IN THE ATTACHED "BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION" FORM AND RETURN TO 
MATHER CENTER, P • O. BOX 27, HARPERS FERRY, WEST VIRGINIA, 25425.) 

Russell K. Grater 
Supervisor 



UNITED STATES 
DEPAR'IMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ACADEMY 
Stephen T. Mather Interpretive 
Training and Research Center 

TRAINING SCHEDULE 
FALL--1963 

Monday, September 30 

8:30 ... 9:00 

9:00 .. 9:30 

9:30 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 11:30 

11:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 1:45 

1:45 - S:00 

Opening remarks 

Introduction to the course 

Review of park philosophy 
The Service Uniform 

Coffee break 

Interpretation and the Interpreter 
The Permanent Interpreter 
The Seasonal Interpreter 

Program scheduling 
Performance standards 

History of Storer College 

Visit to Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 

Tuesday, October 1 

8:00 - 9:00 

9:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:00 

2:00 - 2:30 

The Park Visitor 
Taking of visitor samplings and the use of such 
data in interpretive planning 

Planning to meet visitor needs 
Relations of the Interpretive program to the 

concessioner 

Coffee break 

Practice sampling of visitors in Harpers Ferry NHP. 

Review of sampling of visitors 

The Interpretive Prospectus and Base Map 
Planning the interpretive program 
Study assignments of trainee teams for field 
problem in the development of a prospectus 
and base map 



.... ,., " . .... ..... w 

Friday. October 4 (continued) 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 ... 12:00 

1:15 .. 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Coffee break 

Review of field findings 
Movie 

Archeology and Ethnology 
Field review of the Park area 
a. Legends 

Coffee break 

Review of field findings 
Discussion and slides 

Monday, October 7 

Conservation Concepts of selected Agencies 

8:00 - 9:00 

9:00 - 10:00 

10:00 ... 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 ... 3:00 

3:00 .. 4:00 

4:00 - 5:00 

Review of activities of Bureau of Mines, 
Soil Conservation Service, other 

Bureau of Land Management (By 
representative of agency) 

Coffee Break 

u. s. Geological Survey (By 
representative of agency) 

u. s. Fish and Wildlife Service (By 
representative of agency) 

Coffee Break 

Bureau of Reclamation (By 
representative of agency) 

u. s. Forest Service (By 
representative of agency) 

Tuesday, October 8 

All day field trip to Antetiam National Battlefield Site 

Wednesday, October 9 

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 - 10:00 

Review of Antetiam trip 

Supervisory Skills 



Wednesday, October 9 (continued) 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Coffee break 

Supervisory Skills 

Supervisory Skills 

Coffee break 

Supervisory Skills 

Thursday, October 10 

8:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Supervisory Skills 

Coffee break 

Supervisory Skills 

Supervisory Skills 

Coffee break 

Supervisory Skills 

Friday, October 11 

8:00 - 10:00 Principles of Instruction 

10:00 - 10:30 Coffee break 

10:30 - 12:00 Principles of Instruction 

1:15 - 2:30 Principles of Instruction 

2:30 - 3:00 Coffee break 

3:00 - 5:00 Field studies 

Monday, October 14 

8:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Principles of Instruction 

Coffee break 

Principles of Instruction 

Training of Seasonal Personnel 
Assignment of talks by trainees 

Coffee break 

Field studies 



Tuesday, October 15 

All day trip to Shenandoah National Park 

Wednesday, October 16 

All day field trip to Blue Ridge Parkway 

Thursday, October 17 

Return from Blue Ridge Parkway 

Friday, October 18 

8:00 - 9:00 

9:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 5:00 

Review of field trip 

The operation of the information desk 

Coffee break 

Dispensing of information; person-to­
person relationships; problems; the 
"man in place" in the park, " etc. 

Field studies 

Monday, October 21 

8:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Programs for the visiting public 

Coffee break 

The use of singing as an interpretive 
device 

The use of singing as an interpretive 
device 

Coffee break 

The use of singing as an interpretive 
device 

Tuesday, October 22 

8:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

Talks to the visiting public--the 
nonillustrated talk--its planning, etc. 

Coffee break 



Tuesday, October 22 (Continu!}d) 
a 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 3:00 

3:00 - 3:30 

3:30 .. 5:00 

Non-illustrated talk by two trainees; evaluation 

Non-illustrated _talks by two trainees; evaluation 

Coffee break 

Field studies 

Wednesday, October 23 

8:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 3:00 

3:00 ... 3:30 

3:30 - 5:00 

The illustrated talk; preparation of, presentation, 
speaking skills, techniques 

Coffee break 

Illustrated talk by two trainees; evaluations 

Illustrated talks by two trainees; evaluations 

Coffee break 

Field studies 

Thursday, October 24 

All day trip to Gettysburg NM.I? 

Friday, October 2S 

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 .. 5:00 

Review of Gettysburg trip 

All day field trip and demonstration 
The Guided Walk 

The natural history walk; demonstration and 
techniques 

The thematic walk; demonstration and 
techniques 

The historical or archeological walk; demonstration 
and techniques 

Special types: geology, bird, etc. 

Monday, October 28 

8:00 ... 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

Interpretation through demonstrations 

Coffee break 

Interpretation for children 



Monday, October 28 (Continued) 

ltlS - 3:00 

3:00 - 3:30 

3:30 - 5:00 

7:30 - 9:30 

Two talks by trainees; evaluations 

Coffee break 

Field studies 

Two talks by trainees 

Tuesday, October 29 

All day trip to Catoctin Mountain Park to observe interpretation 
for children. 

Wednesday, October 30 

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 5:00 

7:30 - 9:30 

Review of Catoctin trip 

The self-guiding auto tour; field problem 

Coffee break 

Review of field problem; the auto caravan 

The self-guiding trail; how designed; 
objectives; field problem in design. 

Two talks by trainees; evaluations 

Thursday, October 31 

8100 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 5:00 

Review of self-guiding trail problem 

Coffee break 

Review of self-guiding facilities of other 
areas 

Visit to the C & 0 Canal National Monument 

Friday. November 1 

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 - 10:30 

10:.30 - 11:00 

11:00 - 12:00 

Review of C & O Trip 

Field problem in interpretive signing 

Coffee break 

Review of field problem in interpretive signing. 



Friday, November 1 (Continued) 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

7:30 - 9:30 

Review of examples of interpretive signing-­
other areas 

Coffee break 

Field studies 

Two talks by trainees; evaluations 

Monday, November 4 

8:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 5:00 

7:00 - 7:30 

7:30 - 9:30 

Tuesday, November 

8:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Interpretation through exhibits in place 

Coffee break 

Review of types of exhibits in place--other 
areas 

Field problem in preparing interpretive 
exhibits in place 

Review of field problem 

Talks by two trainees; evaluations 

5 

Interpretation through audio-visual 
presentations 

Coffee break 

Interpretation through audio-visual 
presentations 

Interpretation through audio-visual 
presentations 

Coffee break 

Interpretation through audio-visual 
pres en ta tions 

Wednesday, November 6 

Same schedule as for Tuesday, November S 

7:30 - 9:30 Two talks by trainees 



Thursday, November 7 

All day field trip to Manassas National Battlefield Park 

Friday,
1
November 8 

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 - 9:30 

9:30 - 10:30 

10:30 • 11:00 

11:00 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:15 

2:15 - 3:00 

3:00 - 3:30 

3:30 - 5:00 

Review of Manassas trip 

Interpretation through photography 

Interpretation through television 

Coffee break 

Interpretation through radio 

Interpretation for foreign visitors 

Talk by trainee; evaluation 

Coffee break 

Field studies 

Monday, November 11 

Holiday 

Tuesday, November 12 

8:00 - 9:00 

9:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Interpretive programs outside the park areas 

Place of the museum in the park; aspects of 
display, records, etc. 

Coffee break 

Place of the museum (continued). Furnishing 
plans, etc. 

Place of the museum (continued) 

Coffee break 

The museum (continued) 

Wednesday, November 13 

8:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

The museum (continued) 

Coffee break 



Wednesday! November 13 (Continued) 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

7:30 - 9:30 

The museum (Continued) 

The museum (Continued) 

Coffee break 

Museum records, etc. Accessions, col­
lections, etc. 

Two talks by trainees; evaluations 

Thursday, November 14 

All day visit to Museum Laboratory in Washington 

Friday, November 15 

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 - 10:00 

10:00 ... 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Review of Washington trip 

Trends in Interpretation 

Coffee break 

Policies affecting interpretation; wildlife 

Policies affecting interpretation: aquatic 
(fishing) 

Coffee break 

Policies affecting interpretation: general 
review of overall situation in wildlife (land) 
and wildlife (aquatic) 

Monday, November 18 

8:00 - 9:00 

9:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:.15 - 3:00 

3:00 - 3:30 

3:30 - 5:00 

Other policies affecting interpretation 
(boating, swimming, lumbering, mining, 
religion, etc.) 

Archeological policies and interpretation 

Coffee break 

History policies and interpretation 

Two talks by trainees; evaluations 

Coffee break 

Field studies 



Tuesday, November 19 

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 12:00 

1:15 - 3:00 

3:00 - 3:30 

3:30 - 5:00 

Final review of field project assignment 

The research program 

Coffee break 

The research program 

Budgeting for the interpretive program 

Coffee break 

Two talks by trainees; evaluations 

Wednesday, November 20 

8:00 - 8:30 

8:30 - 9:30 

9:30 - 10:00 

10:00 - 12:00 

1:15 - 2:30 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

Cooperating Associations 

The Library; use of tape recordings, etc. 

Coffee break 

Preparation of handbooks, information 
booklets, etc .. 

Talk by trainee; evaluation 

Coffee break 

Time for final preparation of interpretive 
prospectus 

thureday1 November 21 

Trainees free all day to complete interpretive prospectus 

7:30 - 9:30 Two talks by trainees 

Friday, November 22 

Day devoted to loose ends of program 

Saturday, November 23 

All day trip to Colonial National Historical Park 

Sunday, November 24 

All day at Colonial National Historical Park and vicinity; 
en route to Washington 



Monday, November 25 

All day to Washington Office and return to Harpers Ferry 

Tuesday, November 26 

8:00 - 8:30 Review of field trip 

8:30 - 5:00 Review of Interpretive Prospectus and Base Maps 

Wednesday, November 27 

8:00 - 12:00 Review of Interpretive Prospectuses and Base Maps 

1:15 - 2:00 Review of Committee Suggestions 

2:00 - 2:30 

3:00 

Closing comments 

End of Session 





IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED ·STATES 
l DEPARTMENT OF .THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

April 1, 1964 

fir. Bradley D. Nash 
Harpers Ferry National 

Historical Park 
P. o. Box 117 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

Dear Mr. Nash: 

I appreciate very much having the opportunity to read 
the statement you presented to the trainees on the 
History of Storer College. Mr. Everhart has also had 
a chance to read it and he has suggested that we retain 
a copy in this office for our future reference. Since 
you indicated that I could keep this copy, we are, 
therefore, retaining it for our files. 

Mr. Everhart and I were sorry to miss seeing you when 
we were in Harpers Ferry last month. We look forward 
to seeing you at the dedication. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely yours, 

W. Baker 
Assistant Director, Operations 





1 • THANKS TO DEAN GRATER - PRIVILEGE AT FIRST OFFICIAL FULL TIME 

ASSEMBLY OF THE MATHER CENTER OF THE NPS ACADEMY. 

2. REALLY COULD BE CALLED RY OF THIS CENTER, YET SI'ORER HERE FOR 
II, 

JUST UNDER 100 YEARS, AND THE ARM)RY AND ARSENAL FOR 2/ 3 CENTURY 

BEFORE THAT = 3 TRANSFORMATIONS ... ALWAYS FILLING THE NEED OF THE 

PERIOD. 

' i ,-, · C\.N -~ J', ' [ ,J...:,.. ·• ;, '<,V C _ 
\ ,'"',vv~-1\J () , . t' ,r \ 

d 3. ,+TAPP'f-4.FG ADD0"§0Mf: EMPHASIS TO THINGS & PEOPLE OTHER THAN JOHN BROW 

MtX;H HERE BESIDES. YET THE RAID JUST 104 YEARS AGO THIS MJNTH DOE 

REMAIN THE CENTRAL VIOLENT ACTION THAT DRAMATIZED THE TOWN FOR ALL 

TIME. THERE IS A-~ / . , ,,{J,~.,.NTE;PRETATION OF HIS'IORY HERE . 

I\ 
AS OFTEN HAPPEN))JOHN BROWN REMAINS ONLY AS A LEGEND AND A MARTYR, 

HIS FAMILY, FOLLOWERS AND FRIENDS HAVE VANISHED, YET THE DESCENDEN' 

tF 
OF THE JURYMEN, THE JUDGE, THE SHERIFF, EVEN THE UNDERTAKER WID .__ A , 
CARRIED HIM IN HIS WAGON TO THE GALLOWS IN DECEMBER ARE ALivht--

THE COMMJNITYC ~~tmctJ~T·:~~~: ~~~NJJl;~;ii~re~ 
.----·c? 

CARRIED HIM. 

HISTORY, NATURAL AND HJMAN) NOT NEW TO ANY OF YOU - YET HERE SO MUC 

IS INCLUDED - THERE IS A REALLY RATHER REMARKABLE TELESCOPING OF 
tJc /c (AF 

EVENTS IN A RELATIVELY SIDRT PERIOD - SAY A CENTURY ,
1
?HJ 

STRIKI~G~ THE MIGRATING INDIAN TRIBES, THE FREN H & INDIAN 

WARS (1154-63 11G:ilwar"), GEORGE WASHINGTON AS A SURVEYOR. REVOLU­

TIONARY PERIOD ·"" THE FAM:XJS B LINE MARCH OP A BAND OF RIFLEMEN FROJ 

SHEPHERDS'IOWN TO JOIN GEORGE WASHINGTON AT CAMBRIDGE, MASS .IN 1775 

4 or 5 HUNDRED MILES IN 20 ODD DAYS. 



2 

THEN G. WASHING10N, AS PRESIDENT, HIS BROTHERS AT CHARLES TOWN 
-fiJ t,1,fhiv>., 

SA.MJEL, lAWRENCE.J ACT OF 1794 REQUESTED BY G. WASHINGTON, AUTIDR-

IZED ARl-ORY TO 1".1:AKE MJSKETS HERE, SPRINGFIELD, 1".1:ASS. AT SA.MB TIME:. 

435 ACRES ON LOUDOUN HEIGHTS, :CH1BER ~TES FOR CHARCOAL AT ARM)RI 

IRON FURNACES. HALL RIFLE v.ORKS AND ITS STANDARDIZED INTERCHANGEA 

PARTS - GREAT PRECISION. 

THE B & 0 RR AND THE C & 0 CANAL = THEIR RACE TO THE WEST - A 

ROUGH NEIGHOORHCOD OOMETIHES. HARPERS FERRY AS A WATERING SPCf£_, ___ _,&_ 

'':t:-~~ 

?£CCA ALONG WITH MANASSAS, ANTIETEM AND GETTYSBURG FOR THE G.A.R'; 
~r, C{l-'l,z..i-v .J.-f A\ 

. '·80's and 90's:t THE FLOODS OF 1936 and 1942.ct-. _;(\:_..,-y"' .f ,.. r r:F_r , l....k~ J ~- (, VI._,'-! G h.., ... 

~ r-t-.LJA (.,\'£L,L ___ <.,....'-{.. T\(,--vJ ~ 
CAMP HILlf"IOOK NAl.£ WINTER OF 1798-9 WHEN WAR WITH FRANCE SEE. 

NEAR AND AMERICAN TROOPS UNDER GEN'L PINCKNEY CAMPED HERE. 111".1:ANY" 

OF THESE OOLDIERS DIED,ARE BJRIED IN HARPER CEMETERY. 

j IDWEVER, OUR STORY REALLY COMMENCES WI'IH THE RAID IN OCTOBER 

WHILE ABORTIVE AND TINY IN NUMBERS - INVOLVED, IT WAS OVERWHELMIN< 

IN ITS EFFECT, THE DIE WAS REALLY CAST 12 IDNTHS BEFORE A.LINCOLN 1 
( v... "'.)-<.,, CC )·'--,j 

ELECTED PRESIDENT, AND l- 13 MJNTHS BEFORE S.C .DECLARED THE UNION 
_c·, , , . r .• ,,.;'.. "- 5'V¥1 -~,c. ~- l 

~ . / ' ·~ C. CG~ .,I_ J - ' ,, L {. DISOOLVED •. · " · ._,/1.r-,,/ /~·"" ·· A ~ £ ''-- -, . ._J '-- . .___._ 1 .) '--<<'.-

cG-c \:' · · < 

/ -~ ~ 
,; THE BACKGROUND FOR MJCH MORE THAN STORER COLLEGE WAS LAID; YE~ 

I LIKE TO THINK, AS I HOPE YOU WILL SEE/THAT S'IDRER COLLEGE~ WHERE 

YOU NOW SIT,. BECAME: A SYMBOL OF WHA'IBVER GOOD CAN EVER CO2£ OUT OF, 
·~·vC{Y'-'-~ 

AND AFTER A WAR. 



3. 

I 

,( TtIE CIVIL WAR WAS NOW ON - IT WAS A WAR OF SYMBOLS AND _D~AMATIC PRit,ICI 
, cL-,1, -;rtjt i ~;}/1 ~;, 

PLES, THOUGH 'I'HE DYING HAD TO BE DIRY AND HEARTBREAKING /\JI OLI\lffi WEND 

HOLMES CAPI'URED THE SYMOOLI;M \'fik;,5{-;.EW LINES OF ~SE: 
fl 

11 ALL THROUGH THE CONFLICT, UP AND DOWN, MARCHED UNCLE TOM 

AND OLD JOHN BROWN -

ONE GHOST, ONE FORM IDEAL. 

AND WHICH WAS FALSE AND WHICH WAS TRUE, 

AND WHICH WAS MIGHTIER OF THE TWO, 

THE WISEST SYBIL NEVER KNEW, 

FOR BOTH ALIKE WERE REAL. 11 

--~' /~ 
·t·· 

' DURING THE 4 YEARS.THE TOWN CHANGED HANDS MANY TIM~, THE ARMORY AND t 

WKliE DESTROY'i~,'~~CJ(Jit . £&-~~~T ~~(:I~l tH;~;;; ;~~ 
C, ""::::_!,,__ ~- 1 "u--<- v 41,;._ . ._*-----_,.y . --vv... ,:_(;.,, · C ~"'--~ ....... , {ri-v c.~ 

'~ OF THE SHELLING$ FROM THE TWc:9tt400 FT. HEIGHTS.,, ACROSS THE RIVERS,;., JUST 
11 i._ (..'\ 

FEW THOUSAND FEET IN BACK OF WHERRYOU ~IT.~P 
I\ 

./
. ,/1,'l I 

UP HERE ON CAJvlP HILL WERE THE FOUR FEDERAL TYPE BLDGS. BUILT J:N THE 1'j 

~ OF THE 19TH CENTURY TO HOUSE THE SUPT.OF THE ARMORY, THE PAYMAS1 

AND THE CLERKS OF EACH. THESE BLDGS. STAND TODAY ESSEN'TIALLY AS THEY 
;; - (,~ V /l * . , , WERE WHEN BUIL)WITH TWO MARKED VARIATIONS. ANTHONY HALSN~~ /!IN~, ~l 

c~J 4~ c\_ NOVATED IS MORE THAN THREE TIMES ITS SIZE 100 ODD YEARS AGO. IT'S SOC 

/;-~ I(~ WING ONLY WAS THE SUPT'~; aESIDENCE - THE CENTER PORTION AND THE NORTH 
i' i I r1 ,wm '.·· ~ 1 WERE ADDED BY A BENEFACTOR OF THE COLLffiE,~AND--MeRB-~.q>--H#P-:f,A!I'-ER!r 

I {" t1;7 r-1!, ,'!!_I &_d.t:::-~_!~ u)- . ~~, I - /bf:f ~ r ,f , 
AND LCCKWOOU MOUSE, OR THE PAYMASTER'S DWELLING AT THE EAST END OF CAf. 

7Fl-1)-V 

HILL, OVERLOOKING THE GAP WAS ALTERED BOTH BEFORE Ai'JD AFTER THE WAR. 
' ;f;#/f< 

C. W. {PPEPR, IS NOW BEING IBEPARED FOR RESTORATION TO ORIGINAL, I. . 



NOW 

NOT 

ARMY 

BRIEFLY TO THE 

THE U. S. 
"4)~ 

,- A KIND OF 

RED 

COMM. , WERE AT UP AND DOWN THE SHEN.VALLEY. 

THE RED CROSS PLUS THE C 

VOLUNTEERS WERE OF 

WILL BAPrISTS AND MANY MORE. 

BILITY OF THE CHARITABLE 

RECTLY WORK 

AGE. 

MANY OF THESE 

FOR 

FREEDMEN AS THE WAR ENDED WAS 

IN SCOPE 

THE 

AND ITS El 

THE FLEXJ 

THERE AND WAS 

THE DEPT. TOOK 

FORM DURING THE • BY THE END OF 1865, IT HAD PLACED ITS 

WHERE THE 

IN AN ENTIRELY NEW AND WORLD TO HIM. 

GUIDANI 



5. 

l
. -'~- .e ,._,j'..t-tl:,./ 

I I.,.. f 0-- v'...;J'"V1 . . 
!' r J, r '-'. .. 

'i 

AGENT AT HARPERS FERRY. f\ HERE Fl.OWED THE FREEDMAN AND ms FAMILY. ASIDE 

FROM THE SHEER NECESSITY OF FOOD AND SHELTER, THE 3R'S SEEMED THE MAGI ~ , 

KEY TO THE NEW \\l'.lRLD OF TllE FR!:"..D SLAVE. , , :'(1~ ~ 1 if~• 
~,f'V 

µ\} 4 

I FIRST AT l.OCKv.OOD KUSE IN THE FALL OF '65°t'1i;;;N THE TEACHING 

,f ' 
~'<JC_.,i~/r< 

f:: C I f~ ,Y{i ,- '!"Jl ~) . _ _:::__, / .f / ·'::7 .., -::::::- {l t: 1 ,n z I!,,-(_ 1 /i ( tf'vv---.... ~:_ ~'I. 1-•~ ' '--

/ -~~ (f?1'/ -~ 
I , V I~ "-:,7-J.J; (..V£--<- "~ ':>-i 

LATER THE OTHER HOO SES WERE OCCUPIED j INFORMAL MANNER. FINALLY IN {.,.t__z ft~p 

'67' ONE JOHN S'.!ORER OF SANRlRD, MAINE, OF_FERED $10,000 RlR A "COLLEGE TO i~;,, 
,.'. ·, ;;ry t T.£~~ 7~ >-l Et--U- .J,Ji.>t',f..,1, 

HELP THE FREEDMAN PROVIDED IT WAS MA.TC~~ ~~S--wAS--l)RAMA1;~_!-Y-ACCOM- _ _ 

PUSHED BY JAN .L, 1868, and THE NEW CO~LEGE ~O~N~;~.- "iN ;~ SA~ z;;;:;;1 \~_,.. 
/(.c?--f' 

BY ACTIVE PRESOORE ON CONGRESS4THE FOUR GOV'T OOILDINGS ON CAMP filLL AND ,.-2_...,.., 
---=---

THE LAND AOOUT THEM 'WERE DEEDED 'IO THE NEW COLLEGE TO EDUCATE ALL WITHOUT 

REGARD TO RACE, CREED OR COLOR.°.¥:_~~~ ...,-~...,_;;:cJ~ {<.l-7/: /2.t, ., ..... 0 -----~~P 

t l:~~~L~ .XJ (J..::;:, t _./ _Q e.-.,~ h f < S.c...._, 
,tl',9""' "' <;;;;_ , ·-

V THIS WAS THE BEGINNING - THE OCHX)L - T:sACHERS, MANY FIIOM N.E.,IDT OTHERS 

t;e. ~¥-4 '3 
,, 

11 
• ••••• THE CRUSADE OF THE NEW ENGLAND SCiroLMARM. 'THE 

· --uLY 

DER 
/ 

I/ 
ANNALS OF THIS NINTH CRUSADE ARE YET TO BE WRITTEN--THE 

TALE OF A MISSION THl\T SEEMED TO OUR AGE FAR M)RE QUIX­

OTIC THAN THE QUEST OF sr .LOUIS SEEMED TO HIS. BEHIND 

THE MIST OF RUIN AND RAPINE WAVED THE CALICO DRESSES OF SHORT 

WOMEN WID DARED, AND API'ER THE OOA~,~~t:;:ll~ ~-: CITIZEN­

FIELD GUNS RANG THE RHYTHM OF THE ~PHABET ~ RICH AN_D ~U.. Jr / 

v POOR THEY WERE, SERIOUS AND CURIOUS. BEREAVED N<M\.,C>11/';::· ~ 
y-::,.-.,' :NOWN AS 

FATHER, NOW OF A BROTHER, NOW OF IDRE THAN THESE, THEY ~~ 

, 1 EVEN--

l IEVED 
~ , i!.-[/_:.·V ~1.-s.<., 

:'· ( u' 

CAME: SEEKING A LIFE WORK IN PLANTING THE NEW ENGLAND 

SCHX)J.HJUSE MONG THE WHITE AND BLACK OF THE SOUTH. THEY 

DID THEIR WORK WELL. IN THAT FIRS! YEAR THEY TAUGHI' ONE 
V 
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{~< 
DUBOIS OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES IN~~ YEARS, BECAUSE 0~ DISSATI~ 

FACTION WITH HIS EXTREME AND MARXIST POLITICAL VIEWS. :__\:: ~ r{-._"7/ 1 
y,J.JIS J.JL,LIJM-<J.. f . ~· t! 

--¼' • STf lc?pJ( ,.----:__ t-- ";;/ i. '~ v. ti,.--~~ 
/ IT IS HARD TO TELL THE ENTIRE STORY AND I 00 NOT INTEND TO BORE YOU WIT 

Ii 
DETAILS. TO ME THE REALLY DRAMATIC'.,PERIOD OF THE COLLEGE WAS ITS FOUND 

BUT THERE IS. MJCH MORE ffiOM ITS INCORPORATION IN 186 7, INDEED FOOM ITS 
ft5-

FIRST CLASSES IN 1865, THE COLLEGE AND ITS LITTLE FACULTY STWGGLED TO , 
/I 

THE NEGRO. FUNDS WERE LIMITED, AND ITS HIS'IORY PARALLELS THAT OF 00 MA 

OF THE SMALLER CHURCH AND~RMAL SCI-DOLS.!(,~ r·"(~-:-:\..,(z_ )' 

' .I 

.P c- 1 

·~ IN~ 
/ IN THft ·90 1 s ATTENTION WAS TUR~ TO BOOKER T. WASHING'ION'S THEORY OF 

"PRACTICAL" OR "INOOSTRIAL" EDUCATION, WHICH BASICALLY MEANT TRAINING 'D 

TRADE. THIS WAS /1 "OOWN TO. EARTH" ATIEMPT TO SOLVE THE ECONOMIC PROBLE: 
A ~~t.J /tr 

OF THE NEGRO AND HAD MUCH TO COMMEND IT. IDWEVER, AFTER THE TURN OF THE 
A 

CENI'URY, A NEW ENLIGHTENMENT DEVELOPED,AND A BROADER FIELD WAS ENVISIONJ 

FOR THE IDFAL CAREER OF THE NEGRO - EDUCATION TO QUALIFY HIM FOR ANY POI 

'"jii~- ;;-; WHICH ~~~_LENTS PFJll,fJ_'ITEDJ'1 ~ I 7T..4,';f .J.< ~ -t,M,· :-f ~ ", J'' 
/,( f i,-,,~._,-L ,e"'<.- I ,i_,-.,,.,....,/t~ I___ ,f & 't:" l/<-,-,-,J-7 J.<CJ .. ~ j.,( t -'L---. ~~; ~ 

MA.NY PROGRAMS OF Ti&-K1.NDf BECAl£ MATTERS OF PUBLIC DISCUSSIOt BUT ST( 

COLLEGE WAS NOT MJCH AFFECTED AS THE 20th CENTURY GOT UNDER WAY. BY WOl 

WAR I IT WAS THE SMZ\LL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION IT WAS TO REJvl'AIN UNTIL r 
,I 

DEMISE SIDRTLY AFTER THE SUPREME COURT DECISION OF 1954. ITS GREArPui.f 
I\ 

THE DAYS OF RECONSTRUCTION - THE MELTING FOT, THE CAULDRON OF THE 70's, 

/'.Ji' AND EARLY 90' s.: fTHEREAFTER, FOR 50 _ YEARS IN THIS CENTURY APPROXIMA.TELY J 
jip:l...,;.~vt..--" 

BOYS AND GIRLS WERE TAUG~ SOMETIMES PERHi\PS IN A SOMEWHAT STRICT ATM)~ 

THE SIMPLE VIRTUEsA(/INTROOUCCLDRY STEPS TO BASIC LtARNING. NO LONGER 
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,~~ 
WAS THIS XIDOL A FORCE IN NEG:00 EDUCATION. INTEGRATION AND LARGER AND 

-# 
MORE MODERN SCHX)LS AND FACULTIES MET TO A GREATER DEGREE THE NEEDS OF 

Al£RICA OF THE BURGEONING 20TH CENTURY. YET THE LEGACY IS GREAT AND TH 

NEED lT'.1lOSE TO MEET WAS A NOBLE ONE, NOBLY ANSWEREDFRE IS STILL A 

FOOTNCffE - FR~M 1899 TO 1944 - 45 YEARS, DR. HEN~K:~~A~ ~RYED ,AS. 

STORER'$, Pi;;DENT. HE WAS SUCCEEDnt;l~c;I'';;;1~{:~~;~;~;~~~/~ 

PRESIDENrS, AND HE WAS PRBCEEDED ~f,'-~1LY ONE (~;;;l~:tj.t~!:T t~.C.~ 

NATHAN B~ACKETI', THE ORIGINAL TEACHER OF '65~ YET DR. Z.COONALD DID A 

SIGNIFIC Y REW\RKABLE THING OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL'S OOMAIN. HE BELIEVED 
} 

IN JOHN BROWN AS A MARTYR IN ONE OF HIS'IDRY'S GREATEST CAUSES, AND HE 

WANTED TO SEE HI·J7~RIALIZED. IN 193, HE COMMENCED TO \\ORK FOR A FED: 

ALLY SPONSORED HISTORIC POOJECT AT HARPERS FERRY. EARLY SUPFORTED BY T. 

REP., Now SENATOR 1tlA;i~, HE PURSUED THIS OBJECTIVE:f(f:r.roRE DR. 

l-COONALD PASSED AWAY IN 1951 HE KNEW THE HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL MJNUMEN' 

HAD BF.EN LEGISLATED AND HIS DREAM WAS TO BE A REALITY. I AM SURE HE NE' 

IMAGINED THIS FINAL STEP THAT HIS OLD XHC:OL WAS TO SERVE)THIS OTHER FAJ 

M)RE EXTENSIVE DUI'Y, TO TRAIN, OR STIMJLATE THE INTERPRETERS OF THE "AMJ 

DREAM" TO ITS CITIZENS AS THEY VISIT ITS SHRINES AND ITS NA'IURAL MARVEL 
~ 

FOR EDUCATION) REFRESHMENT~ REDEDICATION. BUT IT IS FITTING THAT A PHYS: 

_ SITE DEDICA'IED 100 YEARS AGO TO UPLIFrING A BEWILDERED~PLE IN A SHAT 

1

~~·, ENVIRO~Nr, S~1;,1) SE~ THIS NEW AND NOB~ ~URrosr.f{/,/M-1t}r,J~ 
(i'J _, "'f'Lt J,/u«,{ A- .,..~t /4,~ f,:~~---d_,w(r{ - ~c_ .x...,'( </U• _t: 

~tl ,-iJ c -~ /1 V\c-;i,J:,;.J 7/r -;/(1-_,-4--C/4~/:. J-;>1.-~, <,n.C ~ ;-/t1.cc .Jr~ 

J;
'. ff:>!(' ~IVE YOU A FINAL SENSE OF TBE ATMJSPBEIIB <t;;CH Y~lRE NOW ENTERII 

1 
• 1 riilesE 

I SOOULD LIKE 'IO CLOSE WITH A SHORT~ 0 CARL SANDBURG'S, CALLED 

"LANDOCAPE INCWDING THREE STATES OF THE UNION"; •• 

(QUOTE) 



Landscape Including Three 
States of the Union 

By CARL SANDBURG 

The mountains stand up around the main street in Harpers 
Ferry. Shadows stand around the town, and mist creeps 
up the flanks of tall rocks. 

A terrible push of water sometime made a cloven way 
for their flood here. 

On the main street the houses huddle: the walls crouch 
for cover. 

And yet-up at Hilltop House, or up on Jefferson's 
Rock, there are lookouts. 

There are the long curves of the meeting of the Potomac 
and the Shenandoah. 

There is the running water home of living :fish and 
silver of the sun. 

The lazy flat rocks spread out br0wns for green and 
blue silver to run over. 

Mascots of silver circles move around Harpers Ferry. 
No wonder John Brown came here to fight and be 

hanged. 

,No· wonder Tom Jefferson came here to sit with his 
proud red head writing notes on the great State of Virginia. 

Borders hem the town, borders of Virginia, West Vir~ 
ginia, Maryland. 

Be absent~minded a minute or two and you guess at 
what State you are in. 

Harpers Ferry is a meeting place of Winds and waters. 
rocks and ranges. 





























































OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
5010-103 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO :Mr. Bradley Nash 

FROM :Mrs. Button 

SUBJECT: History of Storer College 

DATE: 8/12/71 

As you can see I was ambitious after your visit and re-typed the address. 

Four years at the 11Center" has improved my punctuation, and I hope you 
don 1t mind that I changed those marks a little. Steve lewis helped me 
on that while he was with us .. 

We are holding the original in case we need to have more copies. The 
files housing the agenda for those earlier courses will eventually be 
disposed or transferred, so I am sending along the carbon I copied from. 



HISTORY OF STORER COLLEGE 

Presented by Bradley D. Nash to the trainees of the f:irst 
fulltime session of the Stephen T. Mather Interpretive Training 
and Research Center, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, September JO, 
1963. (Repeated J/2/64 - Class II.) 

Introduction by Mr. Russell Grater, Supervisor: 

We have a gentleman here who has probably more knowledge by odds 
on Storer College than anyone I know of. Mr. Nash has been working on 
the history of Store~ College for the Park Service and is a Historian 
at the Park. We have ideas, you see, for dev~loping the story of the 
old college and presenting it at the Lockwood House which you will be 
passing on your way down to the Park Headquarters. In that building 
the ground floor, we hope, will be designed and devoted to the story of 
the college. That is the original school building. But I will leave 
it to Bradley to tell you about it. If you have any questions that you 
want answered concerning this ol~ college, and I think you should know 
about it because this is part of it, and you are living in part of it, 
he is the man to talk to. So I 111 turn this over to you, Bradley. 

Thank you 11Dean" Grater. I always knew Russell was quite a sales-· 
man,but I didn't really appreciate it until I heard him tell you how to 
get down to the Park offices, and say what a nice walk it was, but he 
neglected to say you had to walk back which is like walking up · .. a ladder 
about JOO feet. I know it is good for you and I know you will enjoy it, 
and I know that Russell is very sincere for he does it daily; h~·has to, 
for he lives down there and does it twice daily, twice up and twice down, 
but he always emphasizes the trip down, rather than the trip back. 

I particularly appreciate the opportunity of talking here today. It 
is really a privilege to speak to the first full-time official assembly 
of the Mather Center and to be present and meet you gentlemen. I had the 
opportunity of sitting in on some of the lectures of the preliminary nine 
week's schedule earlier this year, but it is really a genuine compliment 
I feel to me, to be allowed to speak t0 you on this opening day of this 
assembly so I am very grateful and very appreciative. 

This short talk I am going to give could readily be called the his­
tory of this Center. After all,the history of this site and these build­
ings, of which this new school is a part, is the shortest and latest part 



of this campus' history. Yet Storer College was here for just under 
100 years and the Armory and Arsenal for two-thirds of a century before 
thato There have been three transformations, always filling the need 
of the periodo First the military requirements for what appeared then 
to be an imminent war with France in the early 1790 1s leading to the 
establishment of the Armory at Harpers Ferry; and then the gallant 
attempt to educate and give the new freedman an opportunity to find his 
place after the extraordinary release of his emancipation, a release 
which suddenly came to him without surrounding guides of any kind even 
the unhappy controls of slavery. So this really is a historic place. 
One hu..ndred years from now this Mather Center will have as long a history 
as any other institution or association now identified with this area, 
always excepting the geology of course! Now we are at the tail end of 
the dog and while we are wagging the dog at this moment because we are 
alive and others have passed away, nevertheless our history is yet to be 
written. That is our great opportunityo 

I also do enjoy the opportunity of adding some emphasis to things 
and people here in Harpers Ferry other than the John Bro}m story itselfo 
There is much here besides John Browna The Raid just 104 years ago 
this month, it was in October, about the middle of the month, does remain 
the central violent action that dramatized the town for all time. But 
there is a true delicacy of interpretation of history here for those of 
us, and that is all of us really, who are interested in interpreting to 
the public whatever treasure we may have under our charge in the Park 
Service, whether of history, architecture, nature or whatever, there is 
a true delicacy of interpretation of history hereo As often happens, 
John Brown remains only as a legend and a martyr, his family, his follow­
ers, and friends have all vanished, yet the descendents of the jurymen, 
the Judge, the sherLff, even the undertaker who carried him in his wagon 
to the gallows in December 1859, are remembered personally in the commu­
nity and many have descendents who are proud of the part they played in 
the dramatic events. They did what they thought was right and the law 
must side with themo It has only been a few years, perhaps ten years ago 
that a bronze plaque was placed upon the exterior walls of the beautiful 
Court House in Charles Town which say in effect: !!Here, John Brown, 
abolitionist, was found guilty of treason and sentenced to be hung on 
December 2nd, 18590 11 During the summel' months when tourists come through 
the community, the very wagon in which Brown was carried to the gallows, 
is displayed in front of the Court House. 

I am not trying to say which side is right or which wrong but simply 
to point out that this is still a lively issue today. A century later, 
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it is still a matter of concern to many people as to whether John was 
a criminal or whether he was a hero. So there is a delicacy of inter­
pretation here and I th:ink to date we have handled·it very nicely, at 
least my predecessors here in the Park have handled it very intelli­
gently. We haven't had any serious problems, we get on very well, the 
two cormnunities, each with their somewhat different; approach to llJohn.H 

History, natural and human, is not new to any of you, yet here so 
much is included. There is a rather remarkable telescoping of events 
in a relatively short period-- say a century or two after many eons ago, 
of the striking geology, there unfolds this more recent history, the 
history of the migrating Indian tribes, the French difficulties in the 
1750 1 s and 60 1 s which were referred to in that t:i.me in the American sense, 
as the French and Indian Wars, but in the European view as "the Great 
War, n which involved the whole continent of Europe before it was finished. 
Then we had George Washington here as a surveyor. We bad the Revolution­
ary period; a dozen miles from here is Shepherdstown which was at one 
t:i.me considered as the possible Capital of the United States. Then at 
Shepherdstown in 1775, at the beginning of the Revolutionary War, the 
band of riflemen who simply seized their muskets and marched for twenty 
odd days to travel five hundred miles to join George Washington under 
his elm at Cambridge when he took cormnand there of his forces. This was 
known as the famous B-line march and set the spirit of the War for 
Independence. 

The region is filled with history, George Washington as President, 
his brothers at Charles Town - Charles Town is named after his brother, 
Charles; Samuel and Lawrence had places here, streets are named after 
all of them. Getting more closely to what we are particularly interested 
in here, George Washington in 1794 established an armory here to make mus­
kets :in the srnne year t.he Springfield Massachusetts Armory was built 0 At 
the same t:i.me several hundred acres were acquired on Loudoun Heights, just 
back of you about a mile, or at least the timber rights for charcoal to be 
used :in the Armory 1 s iron furnaces. Later the Hall Rifle ~orks with its 
standardized and interchangeable parts of great precision, was established 
in the town and these rifles were famous for many years. They were used 
in the War of 1812. 

We have the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Canal's great race to the west. This was a rough neighborhood somet:imes. 
We had all kinds of struggles among the men who were working and producing 
here :in the mid 19th century. Later in the 180s and 1 90s Harpers Ferry 
became a watering spot and mecca along with Manassas, Antietam and 
Gettysburg for the G.A.R. veteran and his family, and sometimes also the 
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Confederate. More recently the severe floods of 1936 and 1942 destroyed 
what was left of the town's small manufacturing and trading activitieso 
You will see the high water marks when you visit in the lower town. 

Camp Hill itself, where we now are, extending from here eastward to 
the brow of the hill looking through the gap, took its name in the winter 
of 1798-99 when war with France seemed near and American troops under 
General Pinckney camped right here. Many of these soldiers died and are 
buried in the old Harper Cemetery. 

After this somewhat lengthy background, I would like to proceed with 
our story of Storer College which really commences with the Raid in 
October, 159. While abortive and tiny in numbers involved, it was over­
whelming in its effect, the die was truly cast twelve months before· 
Abraham Lincoln was elected President in the succeeding November, and 
thirteen months before South Carolina declared the Union dissolved. As 
you know South Carolj_na didn I t seceed from the Union, it just declared 
the whole Union dissolved and took off by itself.· 

The background for much more than Storer College was thus laid hereo 
Yet I like to think, as I hope you will see, that Storer College, where 
you now sit, became a symbol of whatever good ever came out of, or can 
come after a war. 

The Civil War was now on-- it was a war of slogans and dramatic 
principles, though the dying had to be dirty and heartbreaking as it 
always iso Oliver Wendell Holmes captured the symbolism of this struggle 
lightly in a few lines of verse: 

11All through the conflict, up and down, marched 
Uncle Tom and old John Brown--
One ghost, one form ideal. 
And which was false and which was true, 
and which was mightier of the two, 
the wisest sybil never knew, 
for both alike were real. 11 

During the four years of the war, the town changed hands many times, 
the Armory and Arsenal were destroyed, the railroad tracks were ripped 
up, the rolling stock was of course removed, sometimes overland down 
through Winchester and further down for use of the Confederates, as was 
the Armory equipment and machinery o Most of the houses in the tmm 
showed marks of the shellings from the two heights of twelve to fourteen 
hundred feet, across the rivers, just a few thousand feet in back of 
~here each of you now sit. 
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Up here on Camp Hill were the four federal-type buildings built in 
the early middle part of the 19th century to house the Superintendent 
of the Armory, the Paymaster, and the Clerks of eacho These buildings 
stand today essentially as they were when built with two variations. 
The large hall just in back of you, now being renovated, is more than 
three times its size of one hundred odd years ago. Each of these four 
buildings were square military construction type buildings, rather 
striking, the Federal type, but square and almost identical in their 
dimensions. 

However, at a later date in 1881 an additional two-thirds of space 
was added, the center hall and the north wing to our new central admin­
istration building, then known as .Anthony Hall. Only the south wing was 
the original Superintendent's residence. The other three dwellings were 
used by the Paymaster and the Clerks of each. In November, 1859, Colonel 
Robert E. Lee came up here and stayed in that building just a month after 
he had captured John Brown :in the fire house of the .Armory. This latter 
small building nearby, /John Brown Fort7 I hope will be moved soon down 
to its orig_inal site in -the lower town:- Abraham Lincoln stayed in the 
building /Wirth Hali? on October 1, 1862, exactly 101 years ago as I 
speak here today. -

Only fifteen days earlier the town had been captured by General 
Stonewall Jackson, its garrison of over ten thousand troops was surren­
dered and its commanding officer, Colonel Do So Miles had been.mortally 
wounded, probably near where the Park 1 s stone directional marker is 
placed on Polivar Heights to the northwest of uso I believe this was 
the largest surrender of American troops until the fateful Corregidor. 

Within three days of the fall of this town, the bloody battle of 
Antietam had taken place at Sharpsburg, only a dozen miles away-- to 
some historians the turning point of the Civil War, a-ri.d surely a horribly 
destructive struggle with 5,000 dead and almost 20,000 wounded on both 
sides in the thirty odd hours of combat, September 17 and 18, 1862. 

But I mention this because it brought Abraham L:incoln here two weeks 
later, and at night in this old govermnent building /Wirth Hall7 next door 
he may well have paced restlessly as he considered two far reaching 
actions, first and foremost the world-wide effect of his announcement on 
September 21 of the Emancipation Proclamation, to become effective January 1, 
1863, and also of major :iJnport, his imminent substitution of General 
Burnside for General George McClellan with whom he had f:inally lost all 
patience. 

Now emancipation was interwoven in the war effort as the objective 
only second to the preservation of the Union. The war had something 
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altruistic added, now a tremendous crusade was really on. JJJohn 
Brown 1 s Body" - the 11 Battle Hymn of the Republic 11 took on a new mean­
ing and vigoro The emotional surge which lead to 'Appomattox was now 
on, some of it to be carried into Reconstruction years with the dedi­
cated spirit which lead to the founding of Storer College. 

"Lockwood Housen as the Paymaster's Quarters became known, is the 
other dramatic building at the far eastern end of the campus just 
above the old Harper Cemetery. This building was altered both before 
and after the War. It is now being prepared for restoration to its 
original 1858 appearance. In its original co·nstruction in 1847 it had 
only one floor plus an 11English11 basemento Since then two stories 
have been added, one in 1858 and another one under a Mansard roof 
rremoved by NPS in 19667 in 1883. During the Civil War it was not 
only occupied as you wili soon see, by the found:ing people of Storer 
College, but by Phil Sheridan and later General Lockwood, who was later 
based at Baltimore, and had been· active on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

Now returning briefly to the War peiiodo Throughout the four year· 
period not only the Uo s. Sanitary Commission which was a kind of combi­
nation of our present Army Medical Corps and the American Red Cross, 
but also the U.S. Christian Commission were at work up and down the 
Shenandoah Valley from here to Winchester and beyond to Harrisonburg 
and Stauntono The Christian Commission also shared a similarity to the 
Red Cross plus the Chaplain's Corps and its efforts at good works were 
only limited in scope and area by the practicabilities of volunteer 
manpower (and of course womanpower), means of transportation and supplieso 
They were the good k:ind of camp followers, these civilians, they went 
along and did what they could. They darned soldiers 1 uniforms, they even 
buried the deado They helped in emergency operations, or in any other 
activity. The U. s. Christian Commission was an unusual group of dedi­
cated people, yet they typified the evangelistic spirit of America in 
the mid-19th century, be the times shadowed by war or blessed by peaceo 

These volunteers were of all kinds, church people, teachers, Quakers, 
Freewill Baptists and many more. As the war neared its bloody end and 
the flexibility of the charitable impulses of these gentle and dedicated 
people led them more directly to work among the freed slaves who were by 
this time obviously the displaced persons of another age, and they were 
certainly displaced because they had lost all roots, had lost all guidance, 
they were ill-equipped for anyth:ing except direct work under supervision, 
gentle or harsh, few of them could read or write, in fact it had been 
among the legislation of many of the states that it was a criminal offense 
to educate a slaveo 

6 



Many of these volunteers and aids among the Negro had come from 
New England, Philadelphia, and New York not because those areas are 
particularly susceptible to good works but the former particularly, 
that is, New England had accepted abolitionism early. It had become 
ingrained there and was interwoven with the religious activities of 
all the church groupso The deluge of the Freedmen as the war ended 
was immense. They poured up the Valley here; even the words HJohn 
Brownir and nHarpers Ferry-1' had some significance to those almost 
totally ignorant and unfortunate people. The religious and educa­
tional groups then arose to the issue. The Freedmen's Bureau in the 
War Department took form during the War. By the end of 1865, it had 
placed its agents for educat:ing and assisting and redirecting the 
freedman in many commu..Dities where the bewildered and adrift freedmen 
were seeking guidance in a world entirely new and strange to himo 

Here at Harpers Ferry there was a young representative of the 
Maine Freewill Baptist Church who had worked in the Shenandoah Velley 
during the latter part of the War after his graduation from Dartmouth 
College in 186ho Nathan Brackett had planned to study for the minis­
try, but fate lead him :into other good works. He had been refused 
military service because of a health handicap and sought duty with 
the Christian Conrrnissiono Good old one-armed General Olivero. Howard 
who was a favorite of General Phil Sheridan and who rode at Sheridan's 
right hand :in the final review of the Grand Army of the Republic, at 
the end of the War, selected Nathan Brackett after his year's work in 
the Shenandoah Valley with the Christian Commission, to serve as an 
agent of the Freedmen's Bureau at Harpers Ferry. Almost contempor­
aneously he was cormnissioned by the American Missionary Association 
and his own denomination, the Freewill Baptists to conduct educational 
and missionary work in the Shenandoah Valley among the roaming hordes 
of refugees who sought food and shelter first among the armies and 
later in communities down the Valley. After the sheer necessities of 
living, the three 11R1 s" seemed to them the magic key to their new world. 

First at the Lockwood House in the fall of 165 began this teachingo 
let me give you this little description of what it was likeo A few 
rooms in this building were habitable and could be used for any purpose. 
On the f:irst floors the southwest room was office, the teachers' sitting 
room and Nathan Brackett's bedroom. The southeast room was kitchen, 
din:ing room and bedroom for two teacherso The northwest room with w:inter 
still howling through the shell holes was the cook's bedroom. The north­
east room was the school room fitted up with tables for desks by day and 
beds by night. All the windows were boarded at the top but the lower 
sash were fairly well supplied with pans and shades. Upsta:irs, four 
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rooms were uninhabitable and in the fifth room a dying German war 
veteran was living with his family. The whole Camp Hill section was 
swarming with colored people and several refugee families were living 
in the Lockwood House basemento 

Florence Mann had been here just the year beforeo She was a niece 
of the great educator Horace Mann and she had taught school here, the 
simple ABC 1 s, in the winter of 1864-65. Young Brackett picked up where 
Miss Mann left off. For two years he taught the fundamentals aided by 
a few calorous teachers who were able to face the obloquy of teaching 
the freedman. Then in early 1867 a series of remarkable events occurred. 
One John Storer of Sanford, Maine, believing as did Brackett that the 
Negro could best help himself most effectively and rapidly by developing 
his own teachers, offered the princely sum of $10,000 for the establish­
ment of a 11college 11 or normal school without restriction as to race, 
creed or color. His condition was that it be matched by a like amount 
within a year, or January 1, 18680 This started the train of events. 

This fervid group of abolitionists, now turned educators, carrying 
the banner of the Freewill Baptists, not only raised this money, while 
carrying their school and missionary work, but secured a charter for 
the new college from the West Virginia legislature after stormy debate, 
and by a marg:i.n of only one vote. 

The trustees received this charter :in 1867 before they had actually 
received John Storer 1 s gifto 

But they still had another great need and that was for the basic 
purpose of housingo The school conducted by Brackett and his handful 
of assistants still occupied by courtesy of the War Department, the 
same two buildings at the other end of Camp Hill where the school had 
started off in 165 and 166, Now this devout band sought permanent pos­
session, What button-holing they engaged in, and with what spiritual 
intrigue did they conduct their voluminous correspondencea All during 
1867 did they labor. Finally in early 1868 were their efforts handsomely 
rewarded. Sponsored by Major General James Ao Garfield in the House of 
Representatives, and by Senator Fessenden of Ma:i.11e in the Senate, legis­
lation was enacted which deeded to the new college not only the two 
Armory quarters they sought, but also the other two buildings we have 
been discussing, as well as most of the other government property atop 
this hill. Here this early Negro school continued until shortly after 
the Supreme Court 1 s desegregation decision of 1954. Then after several 
years disuse the Congress appropriated in 1960 funds to our Park Service 
for the acquisition of the land and buildings which we see about us. 
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This is the story of the school, the teachers, many from New 
England, but others from Philadelphia and New York, as well as some 
from the South contributed a truly gallant band •. An interesting and 
widely known negro writer and leader., W. E. B. DuBois had this to say 
about them: 

He speaks of 11 ••• o • the crusade of the Neiv England 
schoolmarm. 1 The annals of th is 9th crusade are yet 
to be written-- the tale of a mission that seemed to 
our age far more quixotic than the quest of St.Louis 
seemed to hiso Behind the mist of ruin and rapine 
waved the calico dresses of women who dared, and after 
the hoarse mouthings of the field guns rang the rhythm 
of the alphabet. Rich and poor they were, serious and 
curious. Bereaved now of a father, now of a brother., 
now of more than these, they came seeking a life work 
in planting the New England schoolhouse among the 
white and black of the· South. They did their work wello 
In that frrst year they taught one hundred thousand 
souls and moreo 11 

I might add something further about Dr. DuBois. He had several 
relationships with Harpers Ferry as did the great Negro orator and 
abolitionist Frederick Touglass. DuBois became controversial with 
time. He died in his 90 1 s a short Urae ago in Ghana but he also 
hel:ped organize, he was one of the principal establishers of the 
NAACP particularly through its precursor body which was known as the 
Niagara Movement and which had its frrst meeting in 1905. This group 
held five meetings, one each year. Its second meeting was here in 
Harpers Ferry at Storer. Eventually, in five years it melded into 
the NAACP which became a much more effective and forceful organization 
which has survived with considerable success. The NAACP however 
relieved Dr. DuBois of his responsibilities in later years because of 
dissatisfaction with what was considered his extreme and Marxist 
political views. So I am quoting both sides of Dr. DuBois. I have 
shown him in his very generous description of the work of the New 
England and other schoolmarms and also his later deviation, if you 
want to call it that, perhaps I should not use the word deviation, it 
has a bad connotation, but anyway his decision to withdraw from this 
country. 

Frederick Douglass, of course, died as a great believer in America 
and in this college. At the dedication of Anthony Hall,next door, on 
Memorial Day, 1882., Frederick Douglass came and gave an oration on John 
Brown to an audience that included the prosecutor of the latter's trial, _ 
as well as many Vrrginians and Confederate veterans. 

9 



It is hard to tell the entire Storer story in a short time, and 
I do not intend to bore you with details a To me the really dramatic 
period of the college was its foundingo From its incorporation in 
1867, indeed from its f:i.rst classes in 1865, the college and its 
little faculty struggled to aid the Negro. Funds were limited, and 
its history parallels that of many of the smaller church and teachers' 
normal schools throughout the nation. Yet to me its location at this 
particular site, the use of the Federal arsenal buildings for educa­
tional purposes invokes a fascinating atmosphere of 11swords into 
plowshares, 11 or 11pen finally mightier than the sword a 11 It is real drama 
and it draws a moving picture of man I s kindliness to his brother, a 
lesson especially important today, of what mankind may do if it only 
wills it. 

The next three decades represented a period of building construc­
tion resulting from several small but generous gifts and bequests, and 
a gradual settling into the pattern of a small normal school, with a 
continuing tendency to serve some of the high school requirements to 
the Negro communityo 

In the 1890's attention was turned to Booker To Washington's 
theory of "Practical, 11 or "Industrial" education, which basically 
meant train:i..n.g to a trade. This was 11down to earth If attempt to solve 
the economic problems of the Negro and in its time, it had much to 
conrrn.end it. However, after the turn of the century, a new enlightment 
developed, and a broader field was envisioned for the ideal career of 
the Negro - education to qualify him for any position which his talents 
permitted, without any possible restraints or paintings toward a limited 
workmen's careero 

Many programs 0£ this kind became matters of public discussion and 
controversy but storer College was not much affected as the 20th century 
got underway. By World War I it was the small educational institution 
it was to remain until its demise shortly after the Supreme Court 
Decision of 1954. Its greatest days were the days of Reconstruction-­
the melting pot, the cauldron of the 70's, 80 1 s, and early 90's. 

Thereafter for fifty years in this century approximately 150 boys 
and g:i.rls were taught each year, sometimes perhaps in a somewhat strict 
atmosphere, the simple virtues and introductory steps to basic learning. 
No longer perhaps was this school a force in Negro educationa I:ntegre­
tion and larger and more modern schools and faculties met to a greater 
degree the needs of America of the burgeoning 20th centurya Yet the 
legacy is great and the need it rose to meet was a noble one:1 nobly 
answered. 
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Several Negroes from African states, notably Nigeria and Ghana 
have attended Storer. The most notable graduate, who also attended 
Lincoln University at Oxford, Pennsylvania, is undoubtedly Azikiwe, 
Prime Minister of Nigeria. 

There is still a footnote: From 1899 to 1944 - 45 years, Dr. 
Henry McDonald served as Storer College' President. He was succeeded 
for 10 years to the closing final days in 1955 by the school's only 
two Negro presidents, Dr. Richard Ishmael McKinney, and the Reverend 
Leonard Earl Terrell, and he was preceded by only one principal or 
president, the Reverend Nathan Brackett, the original teacher I have 
already mentioned. Yet Dr. McDonald did a significantly remarkable 
thing outside the school's domain. He believed in John Brown as a 
martyr in one of history's greatest causes, and he wanted to see him 
memorialized. In 1936 he commenced to work for a federally sponsored 
historic project at Harpers Ferry. Early supported by the then 
Representative, now 5:,nator Jennings Randolph, he pursued this 
objective. 

Before Dr.-McDonald passed away in 1951 he knew the Harpers Ferry 
National Monument, as it was then called, had been legislated and his 
dream was to be a reality. I am sure he never imagined this final 
step that his old school was to serve; this other far more extensive 
duty, to train, or stimulate the interpreters of the rrAmerican Dream 11 

to its citizens as they visit its shrines and its natural marvels for 
education, refreshment and rededication. But it is fitting that a 
physical site dedicated a century ago to uplifting a bewildered people 
in a shattered environment, should serve this new and noble purpose. 

To the regret of my sometimes orderly mind, I feel that I have 
presented you with a melange or mixture of fact and some legend. Yet 
that is Storer College - its buildings housed armorers and soldiers, 
teachers, preachers, and freedmen, and finally a center for interpre­
ting and preserving the American spirit for our fellow citizens and 
their descendents. 

So too is Harpers Ferry a mixture, of geology, of Indian tribes, 
of our first President and his brotherG, of strife and treason and 
warfare, and finally peaceful education. 

Carl Sandburg felt much of this, and as I close I would like to 
read a short verse of his., to give you a final sense of the atmosphere 
into which you now enter. It is called Landscape Including Three 
States of the Union: 
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BDNash:mdb 

11The mountains stand up around the main street in 
Harpers Ferry. Shadows stand around the town, and 
mist creeps up the flanks of tall rocks. 

A terrible push of water sometime made a cloven way 
for their flood hereo 

On the main street the houses huddle; the walls 
crouch for covero 

And yet-- up at Hilltop House, or up on Jefferson 1 s 
Rock, there are lookouts. 

There are the curves of the meeting of the Potomac 
and the Shenandoaho 

There is the running water home of living fish and 
silver of the sun. 

The lazy flat rocks spread out browns for green and 
blue silver to run overo 

Mascots of silver circles move around Harpers Ferryo 

No wonder John Brown came here to fight and be hanged. 

No wonder Tom Jefferson came here to sit with his proud 
red head writing notes on the great State of Virgjniao 

Borders hem the town, borders of Virginia, West Virginia, 
Marylando 

Be absent-minded a minute or two and you guess at what 
State you are in o 

Harpers Ferry is a meeting place of winds and waters, 
rocks and rangeso 11 
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Harpers Ferry National 

Historical Park 













" 















of 

of event 















I 

.. 



\ 



Box 178 

Lincoln University, Pa. 19352 

Geptember 23, 1982 

Dear Bradley, 

My wife, Goldye and I_;,.. were disappointed last month 

in not seeing you at the National Park dedication. We trust 

you are well. 

Will the Park Site Commission publish an account of this? 

If they do please put us on the mailing list. 

You would be interested in the fact that H Nelson Jacobs 

spoke at our Rotary Meeting last Monday. He said he was born 

in Harpers Ferry. He is now resing in davertown, and serving as 

District Gove ·nor of District 745 of Rotary Interbational • 'tJe 

chatted for a few moments about the McDonalds, He knew Frank. 

I tmld him that tne Macdonalds and Newcomers were represented wwell 

at the dedicatory services. This is a smalL_ world 

Did you ever complete your histry of tr1e area ? 

We wish you the best of health, 
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SUMMER EVENTS - 1982 

..!resident "Geoff" Henry wishes to express appreciation 
to members of the Club rendering community service 
during his leave of absence studying during July and 
August. The Henry's also thank Rotary Anns and Rotar­
ians for their many acts of kindness during the 
entrance into the world of their daughter, Ashley. 

Congratulations! 

Past District Governor Lynn Brock presented James 
Bailey the Paul Harris Award for distinguished service. 

Important Date - September 20, 1982 

District Governor, H. Nelson Jacobs will visit and 
address our Oxford Club. Let us try for 100% 
attendancel 

Congratulations! 

Barry Kanofsky of the Kennett Square Rotary Club is 
the 3rd generation to lead the Kennett Club. 

Welcome - Exchange Student 

Miss Rina Roetoso Soeriahadiati from Bandung, West Java, 
Indonesia will be hosted initially by the family of 
Mr. and Mrs. Blackbu.~n and will attend Oxford 
Area High School this academic year. 

DISTRICT 745 CALENDAR 1982 

September 15 
September 16-30 
October 15 
November 15 

- Youth Activities Week 
- Rotary Tour to France 
- Vocational Service Week 
- Rotary Foundation Week 

International President, Hiroji Mukasa's theme for 
1982-1983 is well expressed in this poem of 
Rotarian "Gene" Neal of Texas . 

MANKIND IS ONE 

No human walks this world alone. 
Each one is but a portion of the whole. 
Race and color matter not one whit or stone. 
There is no color in the human soul. 
All share the common hopes, the self-same goals. 
Truth and peace are dreams that all men need. 
Mankind is one--one "play" with many, many roles, 
No matter all the tongues the actors speak. 

we must build bridges of friendship. 
The walls of hate and fear must be o'er-spanned. 
In union, all must work to build a better world. 

love, we must reach out to every other land. 

3ecause we care, we must keep reaching up. 
The struggle for a better world can never stop. 
Mankind is one--in life, all share one common cup. 
And though we climb by many paths, all seek one 

mountain top. 

Yes, we seek that peak where peace and plenty dwell, 
That mountain top where men walk tall and free 
'l.1he place where love has overcome the tyrant's hell. 

if all men will serve as one--this is the world 
we'll see! 
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H22l5 
July 23, 1963 

Memorandum 

To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry 

F'rom: Regional Director 

l'oremon II 

FrJr'E?man I 

Subject: History of Storer College, etc., Research Project, 
Bradley Nash, Historian 

of us who have seen Park Historian Bradley Nash's thoughtful 
sentation and outline for his projected history of Storer College 

read it with_great interest. 

We agree that the general theme stated in :paragraph two of Mr. Nash's 
memorandum is E1-&0.'1il. approach, and that it may w.U prove valid in 
the course of trre""'s"'tudy. - · 

Regarding the outline, we are inclined to believe that it will serve 
to guide Mr. Nash's investigations, which naturally include both the 
historical foreground and background of the his~ory of the College. 
Assuming that the study" will eventually follow much the same outline 
as the investigation, we suggest that the first four chapters be 
combined into ar1 introductory chapter. Likewise, Chapter V, "Re­
construction," would caver that topic only as it directly affected 
1Iarpers Ferry and the founding of Storer College. 

In other words, we appreciate that the investigation of the first 
five topics listed is essentia1 to Mr. Nash's understanding of the 
broad story to which the history of Storer College must be duly 
re1ated if it is to be meaningf'ul.. But haw much of this important 
foreground and background will be needed in writing the study should 
be considered carefully in due course. It may turn out, too, tr1at 
i\lfr. Nash's investigations i.:1to these preliminary topics may turn 
up sufficient new material and insights to warrant separate studies. 



To recapitulate, we think Mr. Nash has laid out a. good approach 
to his investigations and suggest that he endeavor to :maintain 
primacy emphasis on the history of the College seen against the 
brooder history of the period. 

~ ;·, l) ~ 
. ' ( l, 

Regional Director 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H30 

Mexoorandum 

UNITED STATES 
· DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Harpers Ferry National M:>nument 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

April 26, 1963 

To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry 

From: Bradley D. Nash 

Subject: Development of Program Objectives set forth in meioorandum of 
March 6, 196 3 (attached) 

This memorandum proposes objectives relating to two projects of immediate 
interest to the development of the Harpers Ferry National M::>nument complex: 

Pro ect I: P or "Lock-wood Hou e". 

The scheduled commencement of restoration of this important building calls 
for a definite interpretive prospectus at an early date. This interpreta­
tion is challenging for a number of reasons. Not only is the site the 
most spectacular and commanding within the ~bnument, but the kaleidoscopic 
history of the building's occupancy is dramatic, particularly within the 
two decade span allotted to the area, 185()...1870. 

Actually the building encompassed three vignettes within a half decade. 
Occupied according to its purpose and in its most attractive structural 
form as the residence and office of the important Arrnory Paymaster from 
18~8 to 1860, with the coming of the Civil War it was the center of martial 
life. Occupied in turn possibly a score of alternating periods by Union 
and Confederate troops, it had its brief periods of military glory when 
Generals Henry Hall Lockwood and Philip H. Sheridan set up headquarters re­
spectively for three months in 1863, and one week in August 1864. 

Returning to peaceful use in 1865 it became the principal educational out­
post in the Shenandoah Valley area of the Freedmen's Bureau, and here the 
first teaching at what was to become Storer College commenced in that year. 
Parenthentically consider the fact that as many as 60,000 troops were at 
one time (1862) stationed in and around the little town, yet in the winter 
of 1864-65 Florence Mann, a New England school-marm and niece of Horace Mann, 
actually began to teach reading and writing in this very building, to dis-­
placed negro refµgees of all ages. 

Thus in this structure, shortly to be transferred (1868) along with the 
other principal Armory buildings and land on Camp Hill to the new school for 



displaced and uprooted negroes, there is found the birthplace of an early 
and classic example, of the militant and evangelical religious and "reformer" 
movement to educate and uplift, which capped the more drastic and emotional 
impulses of the abolitionists. 

Here comes into focus also the treatment of the theme of Colonel Thomas 
Went~rth Higginson, New England minister and later literary figure who 
left his pulpit to lead the first Federal neg:ro troops, and who epitomizes 
the intellectual ferment which lead to John Brown's raid, the war, emanci­
pation and ultimately the peaceful yet dramatic struggle for education and 
equality. 

Studies* completed by the National Park Service well describe the atmos­
phere and uses of this building in all its three ''lives""· There is a tel'.UJ:)­
tation to allot contemporaneously a room or two to each of its moments: 
the workaday civilian functionary responsible for the fiscal affairs of one 
of the nation's principal manufacturies; the battle-scarred camp of gallant 
Phil Sheridan; and the pen finally mightier than the sword,as the school­
marms and principals move a little bit of New England, its outlook, its 
books, pictures and furniture to convert an armory to an early negro school. 

The latter prospect (the new school) seems most fitting, and adds yet another 
side among all the facets available for treatment at Harpers Ferry, George 
Washington, the Colonial surveyor; President Washington, the creator of the 
Arsenal and Armory; the perfect microcosm of the opening of the interior by 
all transportation modes, the great National Road, the canals and the rail­
roads (cf. the first responsibilities of the Department of the Interior); 
and finally John Brown, Civil War, and at last the uses of peace - education 
of the newly emerging citizen. 

There is something appealing in a presentation of the intellectual forces 
and ferment which converted itself so rapidly and openheartedly from aboli­
tionism and warfare to education and training for a new life. If inter­
pre.ted skill fully, all races can be reminded of the early seeking for 
learning and the helping hands extended. 

The Paymaster's Quarters, or Lockwood House, is a splendid subject for im­
aginative treatment. When restored it will represent a two-story building 
imposed upon a semi-basement which is lighted naturally, and which is well 
portrayed in a cut from Leslie's Illustrated of 1864. The dimensions are: 
56' x 40', the ceilings are high and the two principal stories each have 
four large square rooms in addition to the large rectangular hallways. There 
is an additional small room on the second floor. 

*Historian Philip R. 3nith Jr.,March 23,1959 
Historian William T. Ingersoll, February 27,1963 
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There is opportunity not only for displays and exhibits but also educa­
tional and research facilities including library material, films and 
similar worthwhile aids to understanding the bacl:ground and objectives 
of the subject. 

Pro'ect II. HF104 Storer Colle e: 

The preliminary interpretive prospectus under Project I above, leads 
naturally into the nwnber 2 priority project on the Harp~rs Ferry docket, 
a position only recently attained from a ranking of number 26 three years 
ago. 

The 1960 study by Historian :t-bngin is brief (10 pages} and relates only 
to Storer College. If the Harpers Ferry National M.:>nument is to adopt 
the negro educational theme as a part of its interpretation of the Pay­
master's Quarters, it would seem that such interpretation should include 
an objective estimate of the part played by Storer College as well as the 
early years of the Freecknen's and other schools. A vital period of early 
American negro education fits neatly into the 1850-1870 decades. There 
were other early negro schools besides Storer, some became far mightier 
andlltcihJ still continue, yet it can be said that Storer does constitute 
the classic attempt of religious and reform groups to respond with fore­
sight and remarkable energy and courage to a need which even today, a 
century later,constitutes an unresolved and extremely complex problem. 

Interviews have been held with the head of the history department at 
fbward University* and with its staff, as well as a former Dean of Storer 
College* now teaching at Lincoln University, Oxford, Pennsylvania. En­
couragement and extensive offers of cooperation have been received and 
much preliminary w:,rk has already been done at Howard in connection with 
a history of that school to celebrate its Centennial in 1967. 

An adequate treatment of Storer College as a classic example of early 
negro education would certainly require extensive study with the ultimate 
product along the line of a 75 to 100-page Historical Handbook. It should 
include some reference to the Abolitionist movement, its militant and 
peaceful courses, the latter including educational and other ameliorating 
undertakings, the establishment of the Freechnen's Bureau and the education­
al efforts of the religious and reform groups at the end of the Civil War 
and in the few years immediately before and after. 

While the physical restoration of the Storer College natal scene is fully 
within the Harpers Ferry approved period directives, an adequate treatment 
of the College would necessarily include its highly active 35 years ending 
with the century, with further treatment of its final half-century of life 
concluding in 1955 shortly after the Supreme Court desegregation decision. 

*Dr.Rayford W. Logan 
Dr. Leroy Johnson 



An objective treatment of Storer College as a classic of early negro 
education is an important undertaking because it represents a unique 
aspect of American history. Negro education certainly ranks high on 
any list of the basic phenomena of fl.ffierican history. While certainly 
junior to many of the formative cradles of history such as Concord and 
Lexington, Mount Vernon, Independence Hall and many others, it appears 
more meaningful possibly than the Vanderbilt Mansion or the Custer 
Battlefield. 

The basic point might be that Storer College compels attention not only 
because it represents a unique portion of American history not elsewhere 
treated, but al so is inseparably bound to Harpers Ferry National llinument 
and the Eastern Training Institute which occupies its former buildings. 
Storer College as a classic of negro education is but one of the many 
jewels embedded in the Harpers Ferry area setting and the opportunity to 
polish and exhibit it should not be neglected. 

The availability of the study-office of a former president of the college, 
1898-1943, in the adjacent former residence of the Annory Superintendent's 
clerk, now occupied for her lifetime by Dr. McDonald's widow, lends a use­
ful facility for undertaking the task. 

CC: Regional Director, Northeast Region 
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