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HISTORICAL DATA SECTION

Introduction

This report presents a new interpretation of the data relating to the
construction of Bldgs. No. 10 and 108 that was originally presented in the
Historic Bullding Report , Part I, for these structures. The revised opin-
ion is based on research recently completed on Block D, Bhenandoah Street,
Bldgs. Ho. 8, 9, 11, 12, and 44, as well as on the Historic American Buil-
dings Survey Drawings for the John C. Unseld Building, completed in Aucust,
1968.
1. CWNERSHIP OF THE LAND, 1782-1865

Bubdivision No. 3 of Wager Lot No. 15, the present site of Bldgs. No.
10 and 104, was owned by the Wager family from 1782 to 1837. On October
28, 1837, the lot was sold to Philip Coons for $1,450.00. The size and lo-
cation of this land may be seen by glancihg at the 1835 plat of the Wager
lots that appears on the following page. With the exception of the period
May 1, 1840, to November 6, 1841, when the lot was sold by Coons for $1,250
and repurchased for $1,000, subdivision 3 remained the property of Philip
Coons to 1856, On October 26, 1856, he sold the lot and Bldgs. No. 10 and
10A to John C. Unseld for $3,000. Unseld retained title to this property
until after the Civil war.l

2. EARLY USE OF THE LOT, 1803-March 31, 1838

Lot No. 15, subdivisions 1, 2 and 3 were the site of the "Harpers Ferry

Hotel” from 1803 to March 31, 1838. This spacious old frame building had

1. For a detailed and documented study of the ownership of the land, see
Snell, Charles W., “Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldgs. No. 10 and
10A, The John C. Unseld Buildings,” dated May 28, 1958, pp.l-6.
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been erected by the Wager family and was leased by them over the years to
2
various tavern keepers.

3. CONSTRUCTION OF BLDGS. NO, 10 AND 10A

On October 28, 1837, the old ”Harpers Ferry Hotel” and lot was divided
among three different owners. Lot No. 15, subdivision 1, was purchased by

Mrs. Ann C, Stephenson; subdivisions 2 and 4 were acquired by William Ander—
3
son; and Philip Coons bought subdivision 3. The old hotel building itself,

however, had been leased by the Jefferson County Court to Mrs. Isabella Fitz-
4
simmons from April 1, 1837, to March 31, 1838, Thus the three new owners

were unable to touch the old structure until the lease expired. This fact,

however, did not hinder William Anderson and Mrs. Stephenson from making plans
5
to construct new buildings on their recently acquired property. Thus Bldgs,

No. 11 and 12, situated on subdivisions 1 and 2 of Wager Lot No. 15, were con-

structed in 1838-39 and that portion of the old frame “Harpers Ferry Hotel”

2. For detailed and documented study, see Snell, C. W., “Historic Building
Report, Part I, for Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A,” pp.7-10. This account is accur—
ate except that on page 9 it is stated that Mrs. Ann C. Stephenson and Fon-
taine Beckham were located in this hotel from 1834 to 1837. Subsequent re-
search has shown that they were actually located in Bldg. No. 45 during this
period. The old Harpers Ferry Hotel was thus leased by Nicholas and Isabella
Fitzsimmons from 1834 to 1837. See Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Report,
Part I1, Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. No. 45 and 454, The John G.
Wilson Building,” dated February 27, 1959, pp.l6-22.

3. ©Snell, C, W., “Historic Building Report, Part II-Historical Data Section,
for Bldgs. No. 12 and 12A, The Ann C. Stephenson Buildings,” dated March 17,
1958, p.l. BSnell, C. W., “Historic Building Report, Part II-Historical Data
Section, for Bldg. No. 11 and 114, The William Anderson Buildings,” dated
March 13, 1959, p.l.

4. BSnell, C. W., "Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldgs. No. 10 and 10 .
PpP.9-10.

S, Virginia Free Press, November 16, 1837, p.3, c.4.
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that had occupied those two lots was d.em.olished.6 To the east of subdivision
3, on Wager Lot No. 14, Michael Foley had built Bldg. No. 9 in 1837-38.7

Thus by April, 1839, there were three brick three and a half story houses
fronting on Shenandoah Street, namely Bldgs. No. 9, 11 and 12.

It is now the opinion of the writer that Philip Coons did not construct
Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A until 1846-47, but until that date retained the frame
portion of the old #Harpers Ferry Hotel” that was situated on his lot and
only converted the old building to let it for use as a store and dwelling
house, The old structure abutted on new Bldg. No. 11, and left an alley be-

8
tween the east end of the frame house and new Bldg, No. 9. The reasons for

this revised opinion follow:
1. In 1826-27 Philip Coons construct a 2% story stone house on Lot No. 7,

Block D, Shenandoah Street. This house he sold to the United States Govern-
9
ment for $3,500, probably in February, 1837.

2. On June 18, 1836, Philip Coons and James Duncanson purchased vacant Wager
Lot No. 46 for $600 and proceeded in 1837-38 to erect a new two story stone

building, Bldg. No. 44, that must have cost at least $1000 to build. Total
10
for the lot and building: about $1600.

6. Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report, Part II, for Bldgs. No. 11 and
1147 pp.3-7. Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Report, Part ITI, for Bldgs.
No. 12 and 12A,% pp.3-6.

7. ©Snell, C. W., ®*Historic Building Report, Part II-Historical Data Section,
for Bldgs. No. 9 and 8, the Gerard B. Wager Buildings,” dated March 18, 1859,

PPel=4.

8. *“Bhadows” of the old building have been found on the exterior east wall
of Bldg. No. 11 by Architect Archie W. Franzen.

8. ©Snell, C. W., “History of Lots 1 to 7, Block D, Shenandoah Street, 1796~
1865,” dated January 30, 1959, pp.44-46.

10. Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Report, Part II-Historical Data Section,
for Bldg. No. 44, The Philip Coons Bujilding,” dated March 20, 1959, p.l.
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3. On November 1, 1836, Coons and Duncanson also purchased the frame house

11
and Wager Lot No. 53 for $1,010.

4. On October 28, 1837, Coons acquired subdivision 3 of Wager Lot No. 15

for $1,450,.

5. Thus between June, 1836, and October, 1838, Philip Coons expended approxi-
mately $4,060 on purchasing real estate and in new construction., It is there-
fore more than likely that Mr. Coons was too heavily involved finanically in
these transactions to be able to afford to construct a new house on subdivi-
sion 3 of Lot Ne. 15,

6. In further support of the theory that the old frame building was converted
and not rebuilt in 1838, we may also cite the notice of Adam Young, Jr., in
1838, that he had removed his drug store “to the old Tavern Stand opposite

12
the Arsenal, Main Street,” Moreover, all the occupants of Bldgs. No. 9,

11 and 12 in the 1838-1839 period had announced they were moving into new
13

buildings.

7. The Historic Bmerican Buildings Survey Drawings for the John C. Unseld
Building, 5 sheets, prepared in August, 1959, indicates that the two brick
walls, front and rear, that comprise Bldg. No. 10 were actually erected in
one step, and not in two, as was proposed in the Part I Historical Data Sec-
tion for Bldg. No. 10, pages 12-14. Thus this first theory must be abandoned.
1l. Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Site Survey Report for Bldg. No. 3,
Wager Lot No. 53, High Street,” dated July 29, 1958, p.2.

12. JVirginia Free Press, December 6, 1838, p.3, ¢.7. Italics mine.

13. Bldg. No. 12 - Harpers Ferry Constitutionalist, May 1, 1839, p.l. Bldg.
No. 9 ~ Virginia Free Press, September 27, 18838, p.3, c¢.3. Anderson moved
his store into his own new Bldg. No. 11 in June, 1839.
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8. With these considerations in mind, we therefore present the final evidence
that indicates that Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A must have both been erected in 1846~
1847 by Philip Coons. 1In the May, 1846, exchange of land between Philip Coons
and Gerard B. Wager for subdivision 3 and Lot No. 14, Coons was granted the
privilege:

#of building against the south western side of the southwestern gable
of said main building [Bldg. No. 4) of said Wager, and of placing upon and
against the said gable wall such lumber and materials as shall be necessary
and preoper for that purpose, provided that the said Philip Coons shall not
by any means nor in any manner weaken, impair or injuriously affect the
strength of said wall, nor said building, nor penetrate said gable wall fur-
ther than seven inches...” 14

The measured drawings indicate that Bldg. No. 10 was erected up against
Bldg. No. 9 in this manner. The same drawings also indicate that Bldg. No.
10 was constructed up against Bldg. No. 11 in a like manner and that Bldg.
No. 10A was built over about three feet on William Anderson’s lot, subdivision
2 of Lot No. 15. Provisions for this construction against Bldg. No. 11 was
the arrangement that William Anderson attempted to describe in his deed of

15
sale of Bldg. No, 11 and 1l1A to Daniel Ames in 1865, The 1846 plat showing
the exchange of land between Coons and Wager and also the locations of Bldgs.
No. 10 and 10A will begffund on the following page of this report.
o~

It is therefore now evident that Bldgs. No. 10 and IOA were constructed
by Philip Coons in 1846~47. Bldg. No. 10 was built a two and a half story
brick building with a cellar and slate roof. The house consisted of two brick

walls, one in front and the other in the rear, spanning the gap between Bldgs.

No. 9 and 11. In fact, the wall on Shenandoah Street side had to be curved

14. Deed of Exchange, May 30, 1846, Deed Book 28, pp.l144-145.

15. Deed of B. & 8., June 24, 1865, Anderson to Ames, Deed Book 1, pp.9-10.
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in order tec line up with the two other structures. The twe end walls of Bldg,

Ho. 10 were frame and rested against and used for support the gable walls
16
of Bldgs. No. 9 and 11, A large two story covered frame porch ran across

the Bhenandoah Street front of Bldg. No. 10. There were also two dormer win-
17 ‘
dows in the roof on Tthis side, The first floor of Bldg. No. 10 was designed

for use by one store and the upper fldor was intended to be utilized as a
residence,
Bldg. No. 10A was also erected in 1846-47 and formed a part of Bldg.

No. 10. Bldg. 10A was located in the rear of the main structure and ran at

sy
e

right angles to Bldg. 10. Bldg. No. 10A was a two story brick house with
slate roof, but unlike No, 10, had no cellar. The house was 25 feet wide by

36 feet 6 inches in length. The west wall contained two chimneys with two
18
fireplaces in each one, Bldg. No. 10 may have contained the kifchen, pan-

try, and extra bedroom on the second floor for the dwelling located on the
second floor of Bldg. No. 10. The Ffirst floor of Bldg. No. 10A may have been

used as a counting room or waehouse for the service of the store in the main

building. s

7 S

Bldgs. No. 10 aﬁd 10A were described in October, 1856, as "the valuable

k““*brick dwelling and store house lately occupied by said Coons opposite the

Arsenal Yard on Shenandoah Strest., Two stories covered with slate. Commo——
19
datious store room on Ffirst flocr."ﬂm} The 1894 Perris-Sanborn Map of Harpers

Ferry, showing Bldg. No. 10 and 10A at that date, will be found on the next pagegé
5 7 .

16. Heasured drawings.
17. Photograph HE-376.

18. Measured drawings of ruins and Photographs HF-66 and HF-450.

19. Virginia Free Press, October 9, 1856, p.3, Csds
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4, USE OF THE BLDGS., 1838-1861

A. 0Old Frame Structures, 1838-1846

l. December, 1838-August, 1842: Main Bldg., Drug Store of Adam Young, Jr.,
Back Bldg., 1839%-1842: Bakery and Dwelling of Bartholomew Sweetman.

2. Bugust, 1842-1846: Dry Goods store of Philip “oons.

B. Bldgs. Ne. 10 and 10A, erected 1846~47

1. 1847-October, 1855: Dry Goods Store of Philip Coons.

2. October, 1855~October, 1856: Dry Goods Store of James A. Beckham
and Louis J. Coons.

3. November, 1856-March 31, 1857: Use-not known,

4. April, 1858-March, 1859: Ready-made clothing store, "The Great
Southern Clothing Store,” of Walter,
Brother and Frank.

5. March, 1859-1861: Ready-made clothing store of Nisan Frank. Sign:
#The Great Southern Clothing Store.” 20

The Census of 1860 indicates that Nisan Frank was 28 years old, a merchant,
‘ 21
born in Gxrmany, and then bé%ding at the Wager House Hotel. Judging by the

same census, the upper floor of Bldg. No. 10 and probably 10A, was occupied
by Fanny J. Butter, 61 years old, as a boarding house, with a total of 10

’ 22
people living in the building, six of them being members of the Butter family.

5. HISTORICAL PLANS OF THE BUILDINGS

Ho historical plans of Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A have been found and it is
highly unlikely that any will ever be located. For modern measured drawings
of these structures, see #Historic American Buildings Survey for the John C.
Unseld Buildingf five sheets,

20. Snell, C. W., #Historic Building Report, Fart I, for Bldgs. No. 10 and
10A," pp.16-23,
21. Census of 1860, Reel 10, V.2, p.l68.

22, Ibid., p.169.
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6. HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Seven photographs showing Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A will be found in the Part
I Historic Building Report for these structures, pages 33-40. Additional
photographs will be found in the following listed reports:
1. 1859 photograph, HF-450, in Snell, C. W., ®"Report for Wager Lots No. 6,
7 and Part of 8, the Wager House or United States Hotel,” dated August 7,
1958, page 33. Important, shows original roof line and skylight in Bldg.
10-a two story building; also roof of Bldg. No. 10A, one chimney, and one
window and north brick wall or end of 10A.
1862-1865 photograph, HF-40, in Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Site Survey
Report for the Noah H. Swayne Lot, Wager Lot No. 51,” dated July 24, 1958,
page 22. Show front (south) side of 10; Building No. 11 is burned out.
3. 1896 photograph, HF-96, in Sullivan, Arthur L., #Research Report, History
of Wager Lots No. 17-35, 1782-1869,” dated February 18, 1959, page 90. Ex~
cellent view of front (south) side and roof of Bldg. No. 10. Bldg. No. 10
has been enlarged from a two story to a three story structure,
4, 1936 photograph, HF-281, in Snell, C. W, “History of Wager Lot No., 51,”
page 30. Shows Bldg. No. 10 in 1936 flood.
S 1955 photograph, in Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Report, Part I, for
Bldgs. No. 11 and 11A, The William Anderson Buildings,” dated October 3, 1957,
revised January 31, 1958, page 12. Modern view showing relationship of Bldgs.
No. 9, 11 and 12 to Bldg. No. 10.
6. 1884-1889 photograp h, HF-113, in Snell, Charles W., ®"Historic Building
Report, Part II-Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. No. 11 and 114, The Wil-

liam Anderson Buildings,” dated March 18, 1958, page 20. Excellent view of

-1l-




rear (north side) of Bldg. No. 10, showing it enlarged to a three story buil-
ding. Also shows the roof of Bldg. No. 10A,.
7. 1889-1892 photograph, HF-58, in above-mentioned report, page 21. View
of the rear of three story Bldg. No., 10, also visible are the two chimneys
and roof of Bldg. No. 10A,

On the following page will be found Photograph HF-376, made in 1862,
which shows the original two story frame porch on the front of Bldg. No. 10,

7. SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL DATA

A. Ownership of the Land, 1782-1865

Subdivision 3 of Lot No. 15 was owned by the Wager family from 1782
until 1837. The lot and a portion of the old Harpers Perry Hotel were sold
to Philip Coons on October 28, 1837, for $1,450. With the exception of a
brief period, 1840-41, Philip Coons remained the owner of this property from
1837 to 1856, On October 26, 1856, the lot and Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A were
purchased for $3,000 by John C. Unseld, who retained title to the property
until after the Civil War.

B. Construction of Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A

Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A were constructed by Philip Coons in 1846-47.

Bldg. No. 10 was built as a 24 story brick building with a cellar and slate
roof. The structure fronted 28 feet two inches on Shenandoah Street, was

40 feet 10 inches deep, and 27 feet 9% inches wide at the rear. The front
and rear walls were brick, spanning the gap between Bldgs. No. 9 and 11, and
the frame end walls were supported by the brick gable walls of Bldgs. 9 and
11. The street front had a large two story covered porch on its face and
in the roof on that side were two dormer windows. On the rear side of the

roof was a large glass skylight. The first floor was designed for use as

-12-




HARPER’S FERRY, VA., 1862,

Original photograph in National Archives
Still Picture Bection, Washington, D, C.

This photograph, Harpers Ferry Negative No.
HF-376, is a blowup made from HE-11.

Through the break in the bridge, from right to left, may be seen Bldgs.
No. 9, 10, 11 and 12. Note that Bldg. No. 10 is a 2% story structure and
that Bldgs. No. 11 and 12 are both three story structures. Bldgs. No. 10,
11 and 12 also all have two story porches on their fronts on Shenandoah

Street.
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a single shop or store. The upper floors contained living quarters.

Bldg. No. 10A was a two story brick house with a slate roof and no cellar.
It has three brick walls, the fourth side resting against the brick wall of
Bldg. No. 10. Bldg. No. 10A was 25 feet wide and. 36 feet six inches long.
The west wall contained two chimneys with two fireplaces in each one. The
first floor of this house may have been used as a ware house or counting room
in connection with the Store in Bldg. No. 10. The second floor probably con-
tained a kitchen, pantry and extra bed rooms for the service of the dwelling
portion of the main building.

C. Use of Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A, 1847-1861

1. 1847-1855, Dry Goods store of Philip Coons.

2. 1855~1856, Dry Goods store of James A. Beckham and Louis J. Coons.

3. 1856-1857, use unknown.

4. 1858-1859, Ready-made clothing store of Walter, Brother and Frank.

5. March, 1859-1861, Ready-made clothing store of Nisan Frank. His
sign: *"The Great Southern Clothing Store.”

6. Dwelling portion of Bldg. 10 and 10A, 1859-60, occupied by Fanny

J. Butter as a boarding house., Ten geople living in the two buildings.

< oY
;4ﬁékfbégb bb{~ﬁ§é;b{£%{ﬁ
Charles W. Snell

Historian (Park Supervisory)
March 26, 1959
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Harpers Ferry lational lMonument MARYS 1  DATE
Harpers Ferry, Wwest Virginia e e ———

E‘.
%
Memocrandum |
To: legional Director, Region Five™ e e -
Thru:  Superintendent, Harpers
Ferry.lational Monument
From: Historian (Research), Harpers Ferry-liational Monument
Subject: Research Progress Heport No. 65, February 22-larch 6, 1960

« Historian Charles ¥, Snell prepared a five page report summarizing
he accomplishments of the special research team from September 1, 1957
to February 283, 1960. The report was submlitted to the Kegional Director
on February 23.

1
.

2. Proiect HF-784: HMr, Snell completed a second copy ofthe 1865 Hisg-
torical Base Map of Loudoun Heights on February 23. Submitted to the
Recionald Director on February 24.

3. Project HF-79B: ¥r. Snell completed a second copy of the 1865
Historical Base Map of Bolivar Heights, dated February 24. Submitted
to the Regional Director on that day.

4, Project HE-79C: Hr. Snell completed a second copy of the 1865
Historical Base Map of Maryland Heightis, dated February 24,1960.
Submitted to the Regional Director on that day.

5. Project HP-79D: ix. Snell wrote and liss Mary Williamson completed
the final tvping of “Documentation of the 1865 Historical Ease Map of
Loudoun Heights,” dated February 26, 1960, 18 pages. Submitted to the
Regional Director on February 29.

6. Project HF-79E: February 26 and 29, Mr. Snell wrote approximately 75%
(15 pages) of the “Documentation of the 1865 Historical DBase lap of
Bolivar Heichts.” The unfinished portion will be completed by Historian
Hongin.

7. Project HF-79F: February 26 and 29, kr. Snell wrote about 5% (2 pages)
of the “Documentation of the 1865 Historical Base Map of Maryland lieights.”
The unfinished sections of the report will be completed by Historian Mongin.




8. Project HF-76.: FHistory of Haryland Heights 1800-1860., Historian
Alfred longin completed the last three of the nine maps that show in
detail the rcads that existed before the Civil War in the HMaryland
Jeights area. The Clerk of the Superior Court of Baltimore City,
Baltimore, Maryland, has supplied photestatic copies of 80 pages of
documents selected by Mr. Fongin from the original papers in the Antietam
Iron Vorks case, including plats, newspaper advortisemenis, and proceed-
ings and orders of the courts involved in the pre-Civil %War distribution
and possession of Maryland Heights. The report is now 75% completed.
Progress was temporarily halted v the writer being snow-lound at home
darch 3 and 4.

8. In the collections of its Commodity Stabilization Service, the U. 2.
Department of Agriculture has identified.aerial pnotocrapnlc maps which
cover the sections of land to the north, northeast and east of the 1937
aerial vhotographic map at 17 = 4007 scale of lMaryland Heichts, already
acguired from that source, and utilized by ¥r. Cnell in preparing the
1665 Historical base Map of Haryvland Heights. Added tc that eariier
acquired map section, these additional map sections, which have now been
ordered, will previde a full picture of the remaining portions of the Fort
Duncan~ostone Fort ccmplex on waryland Heights.

1G. iiss Qillia.scn transcribed selectad material Trom The Perscnal
Henoirs of General Sheridan; from The Antietan and Its Bridges; continued
transcribing selected material from the Cificlial Hecords for the General
Chronological File; and prepared 87 Cormac copies of maps to accompany
roports in progress.

@
’J

ragn I

From his perscnal library IMr. Snell made a ¢ift to the lonument of twenty
volumes of history, kiography and historical refersnce bocis.

FPebruary 29th terminated the official aifiliation of Charles . Snell
with Harpers Ferry wNational Monument, where he had been the dirsctinc
force of thae special research team since Jeptember, 1¢57. The cold
type compilation of the accouplishments of the special team under his
leadership, summarized in his report to the Regional Director on
FPebruary 23, 196(, obviates additional enccmiums from this gquarter. CUn
March 2nd the Snell family dsparted wy staltion wagon for San Francisco
and the KRegion Four Cifice,.

Continuinc the current report series initiated by Charles W. Snell in
Report lc. 1, September 26, 1967, the above is the first Ressarch Fro-
gress Report submitted by the undsrsigned. Having enjoyed the privi-
lege of seven months’ work as a member of the special research te=am
under the cuidance of Mr. Snell, and now falling heiy to his most
extraordinarily systematic and orderly compilation of raw materials and
conpleted repcrts, the writer anticipates continuing to its completion
the scheduled proyram of the special research team at Harpers Ferry
Gational HMonuwaent.

i
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iN REPLY REFER TO:

ot

g &
UNITED STATES HIO/ = T
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR| REGION FIVE |nmaL
T , ARD
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE JUN}. 5 3959‘ DETE
Harpers Ferry National Monument | REG. DIRECTOR
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia | ASST: REG DIR
- OPERATIONS
June 12, 1959 N e e e
.| REC RES. PLAN 2 :
RANGER ACT'S i
frEe :
Memorandum #iyfﬁgr ; :
 ————— \:,i.' B L S——— o
To: Regional Director, Region Five
Froms Acting Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument

R —

Subject: Research Project No. HF-65, Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A

Historian Charles W. Snell offers the following comments in
response to the questions raised by Regional Historian Frank Barnes in
his memorandum of June 10 regarding Bldg. No. 10A, re Historical
Building Report, Part TI-Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. No. 10
and 10A.

l. Footnote 15, page 6: William Anderson’s Deed of B. & B.,
dated June 24, 1865, selling Bldgs. No. 11 and 11A to Daniel
Ames, throws no further light whatsoever on the nature of
Bldg. No. 10A. The key statement of this deed reads: #,..to—
gether with that portion of P, Coons lot purchased from said
R, Coons by said William Anderson and now being a part of said
Lot No. 4 (sic-actually Lot No. 15-subdivision Z)%¥ This state-
ment of Anderson merely documents that there was an unrecorded
sale or exchange of land between Anderson and Philip Coons
which must have been made to enable Coons to erect Bldgs. No.
10 and 10A,

2. Page 8, description of Bldg. No. 10A: Mr, Snellfs
description of Bldg. 10A is based on the 1859 photographs
HF-66 and HF-450, which clearly indicate that Bldg. No.

10A was then a two story brick building with a slate roof.
The quoted 1856 description, last paragraph of page 8, pro-
bably describes both 10 and 104, as the owner undoubtedly
considered these structures to be but one building, with
10A containing the service wing for Bldg. No,., 10. The
National Park Service has introduced the concept that these
were two separate structures. It is possible, however, that
John C. Unseld mav have added on 10A after 1856 and before
1859, but there is absolutely no evidence on the subject,
and in Mr. Snell’s opinion, Philip Coons erected 10A.




3. Bldg. No, 10A, a brick or frame structure, pages 8 and 9: The
1859 photographs show Bldg. 10A to be a two story brick bullding;
Photograph NHF-224, taken about 1956, on page 40 of the Historic
Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. No. 10 and 10A, shows the ruined
walls of Bldg. No. 10A to be of brick, and the west wall still to

be almost two stories in height. In the light of the above evidence,
the 1894 map on page 9 of the Part II, is in error when it delineates
Bldg. No. 10A as a one story frame building. What probably occurred,
after 1861 and before 1894, was that Bldg. No. 10A& was badly damaged
from some unknown cause, and a frame roof was thrown across the ruined
walls of the structure, thus resulting in its being shown as a one
story frame building on the 1894 map.

As Bldg. No. 10A is today a ruin and only a very small part of
it still intact, and as every bit of documentary evidence has been
presented in the Part II, it is difficult to see how we can elabor—
ate further on the structure. The Part II, Architectural Data Sec—
tion, when written, may perhaps be able to throw some further light
on some of the questions relating to 104.

7 £)

James F. Devenport
Acting Superintendent

In triplicate

Copy to: Director
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June 10, 1959

srintendent ,
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Mr. Snell presents an ingenious svlution hare which
quite plaveible te me. However, I feel that &
g for incorporating this research study in the completad
torie Building Report on this etrueture, wmore evidence
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Begned

Frank Barnes
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In duplicate
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES o T jr2l s
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ":“: ;
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGION FIVE | W?ME

Harpers Ferry National Monument
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

May 25, 1959

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
Froms Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument

Subject: Research Project No. HF-65, Part II, Historical Data
Section, Bldgs. No. 10 and 10A

Enclosed please find three copies of the “Historic
Building Report, Part II, Historical Data Section, for Bldgs.
No. 10 and 10A, the John C. Unseld Buildings,” as requested
in your note of the memorandum of May 21, 1959.

Frank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In duplicate

Enclosures




UNITED STATES

March 27, 1959

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five

From:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harpers Ferry National Momument
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

N REPLY REFER TO:

H3e— ~ 220

———

Subject: Research Project No. HF-65, Historic Building Report, Ew’rww*W’”‘

Part II, Historical Data Section,
and 10A

for Bldgs. No. 10

We submit one copy of the “Historic Building Report,

Part 11, Historical Data Section, for Bldgs

« No. 10 and 104,

The John C. Unseld Buildings,” dated March 26, 1959, 14 pages,
by Historian Charles W. Snell, for technical review by Regional

Historian Frank Barnes.

In duplicate

- ~,
e

James F. Devenport
Acting Superintendent




R

{Sgd.; Danial & Tobin

e ‘ a%e a’gw ’ v%«
il Blvestoy

Operations (Atten, Mr. Nelson)

MiNelligan/mm
General »*
A Daily

i Area




