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PART I. 

3. Administrative Data 

a. Burnside Bridge 

b. Since the Bridge will function primarily as an "exhibit 

in place", its basic use will be interpretive. In 

addition it will serve as an authentic landmark on 

the historic scene. 

c. To understand the Battle of Antietam tactically speaking, 

it is necessary to comprehend and appreciate what occurred 

at the Bridge on the morning of September 17, 1862. 

McClellan's plan called for General Burnside's Corps 

to cross the Antietam, roll up the numerically weak 

right flank of the Coni' ederate line and advance into 

Sharpsburg. If promptly executed this man would have 

deprived Lee of his only practical excape route to the 

Potomac. Burnside's failure to seize the Bridge until 

one o'clock not only upset McClellan's excellent plans 

but decisively affected the outcome of this bloody, 

bitterly fought engagement. 

The Bridge, when studied in relation to the terrain 

on both banks of the Creek, demonstrates dearly and 

graphically why initial Union efforts to seize the 

structure failed. It is thus a valuable interpretive 

device. In addition it provides an authentic element 

to the historic scene which the Site is restoring and 

perpetuating. 



d. The Burnside Bridge will be operated exclusively 

by the Government. Interpretive personnel will 

normally not be required. A walk will conduct 

visitors from the overlook parking lot on the west 

side of the Creek to the structure. Interpretive 

panels and a message repeater at the overlook will 

relate the story. In addition, several permanent 

panels will be installed near the east end of the 

Bridge. 

r. The Bridge will more closely approximate its 1862 

appearance when the proposed construction activity 

is completed. This project calls for repointing the 

masonry, elevating the parapet terminals, and sub­

stituting wood planking for the current concrete cover 

over the side walls. 

g. It is estimated that this work will cost $10,700.00. 



h. 

Burnside Bridge 



'Form 10-411 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Rev. 2/6?.'.) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

PROJECT CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL 

1. Statement of requirements, proposed work and construction data, justification, etc. (Use additional sheets as necessary.) 

Length MilesThe purpose of this project is two fold: Finished width shoulder to shoulder 
1. Rehabilitation J .• 

2. Restoration 

The Burnside Bridge is an extremely significant landmark 
on the Antietam Battlefield. It is proposed to repoint 
all joints and to stabilize the piers and abutments. 
The concrete coping on the walls of the structure will be 
removed and replaced with wooden members, thus restoring 
the bridge to its original appearance. 

2. Land Status (il"Govt.-owned, what agency}, Water Rights, Research, Etc. 

Government-owned 

PCP Data Prepared by (Name 4. Cross-reference PCP's to this 6. CLASS 1:3 ESTIMATE 
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Contract Q 
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Office X GRAND TOTAL s 10,700e00 

7. DISTRIBUTION OF COPIES 8. Recommended by Park OTfice (Signature, title, date) 
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Over Antietam Creek 
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Historical Data Section 

Apart from the crucial role it played in the Battle of Antietam 

on September 17, 1862, little is actually known of the Burnside 

Bridge. There is a dearth of primary or secondary material on 

both the structure and its designer-builder, John Weaver 

(sometimes spelled Wever). 

In 1833 the Washington County Commissioners appointed a com­

mittee for "viewing the site of a bridge· over the Antietam 

on the Sharpsburg and Maple Swamp road. 11 Having selected a 

location, a $2,300.00 contract was issued to 11John Wever., 

bridge-builder, to build the same of stone, with width 12 

feet in the clear • • • • 11 The date of this contract is 

unknown, but it is abundantly clear that Wever completed 

the contract in 1836. 

Although now 128 years old, the Bridge has undergone re­

latively few changes. Shortly after the Civil War the ends 

of the parapets were squared to receive various forms of 

monumentation. These stone commemorative objects were re­

moved in 1963. The only other altera~ion of importance was 

the replacement of the wood plank coping over the parapet 

walls by a layer of concrete. Economy no doubt dictated 

this substitution. 

The Burnside Bridge remained in county ownership until 

November 1933 when it was deeded to the United States of 

America1 for the princely sum of $1.00. 

http:2,300.00
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