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The old Qualer Meeting House was built in the mid 1850,
Herbert Hoover's mother often spoke before the congregation that
worshipped in this bhuilding, Haoover. as a child, altended meetings
here with Wis parents, In 1964-635, after being moved to its present
site on the cast side of Duwney Street opposite the Presidential
Library, it was restored tu its near original appearance.
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ot oF _ DESCRIPTION OF RECOMMENDED FURNISHEINGS

.:u1,'

e pp— ) "The West Branch Meetinghouse
vas originally locatnd on the site of the present brick Friends Chuxch

treet.” ) ; i
fﬂﬁrﬂlp‘?@y - Teat chestkmEme., Built in 1856 from lumber hauled

from Big Grove (now Newport), Iowa, it wag a gubstantial building.

In later years, a porch, &« room for the babies, sheds foxr the
teams and horses, and fences were added. Trees shaded the
grounds and cooled hot summer days. Here..Jcsse and Huldah
Hoover, devout Quakers, came 10O worship, bringing with then
Tad, Herbert, and ifay. Perhaps there was special. pressure on
the hoys to be "good" on meeting days, for their mother, Huldah,

was 2 minister in the church and highly respected.

There were two entrances into the leeting Houge, one for

women szid the other for men. A doorway led into a room at the
west of the structure in which the women left their babies, while
thé meeting was in progress. A partition down the middle divided
the lMeeting House into two sections. Phig partition was about
four and a half feel high;y and a nan gtending near could see over
it only when standing. Shutters could be raised to the ceiling,
making two separate rooms. These wire needed when “"business
sessions" were being conducted., Questions that involved the
entire meeting were solved by the men sending a messenger to
confer with a messenger from the women's gide regarding the

i 1/

result of each's deliberations.

i AT .y [P

T/ Tdwin C. Bearss, "whe Ho SVET Fouses and Coamunity Structurcs,
port (Wovember 30, 1971), pp. 129-130.

Higtoric & ﬁ“' votures
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Nk There was ne pulpit, Fmetc “Instead, two tiers of
fscats one above the other 'like ﬁ”?ts 1n an amphithaater, runniug
the widlh of the house' was built : e

i
3 - i AL LAAE,  WILEE

"“M'H.,- On the loweast ticr of geantso

éét the elders, with the nministers above them, The mout ime
‘portan% or a visiting minister sat on the topmost seat newt to
the partition, with those of leszer importance grading off away
from him to the left. This was duplicated on the vomen's side,
There was no formula for service observaticn. When
someone was moved by the "gulding of the Spirit* he would
preach or pray; but if not, silence was maintained throvehout i
the meeting, until one of the ministers indicated by shaking the
hand of his neighbor that the scssion was at an end. There wae |

MM’] ﬂ—m;—n-? Zﬁn
ncither chni nor organ; end Huldah Minthorn Hoover/Mad breked

1
movod by the Spirit, she had railsed her voice ¥

in hyrmn during the funorsl gervices for her father. Hannah A

Bean, the Hoover boys' step-grendmnother, sang old hymng at :
meéting, but "there were qany of those who greatly feared that ﬁ j
she wasg moved Dby va i’l‘t_j The pews were narrow and had stiraight |
high backs, which must have ﬁeen uncomfortable for small echildren |
whose feet did not yet touch the floor.

To the north of the iMeeting House lay the olad cemetery,
which was replaced in 1879 by a new cemetery, Ironically, the
first burial in the latter was to be Jesse Hoover in the winter

|
|
1 |
& of 1880, Q

L 7/ Ibid., p. 130, |
4 Hno.
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8]
In 18 ?? there was o schism in the membership of the

; West Branch Meeting House. This led to change in thv hullding

itself. The p itions hc?ﬁ rcmovvd and 3 : g,
/\C’W & v\jz_&.c.a'(_ 2{( W M—w.
The Meetin q House dontinued to served as the Friends' Church

4 until 1915, when & new brick Friends' Church was constructed.

The 0ld Meeting House hecame a theater and then a garage. It
was not until 1964 that the structure was rescued by West Branch
citizens, moved near the Herbart Hoover Birthplace, and restored
to its early appearancs b# the Herbert Hoovar rthplace Foundaw
4 tion. The building's exterior was restored; and scats and in- s
terior fixtures for the restoration were salvaged from the
b Hickory Grove lleeting House, a contemporary structure. It is
plarmed that the Meeting House will be roefurnished to the period
1884, before the removal of The partitions and other remodeling ' =
took place.
5 Mrs, Harriette Odell discussed the interior furnichings
of the Meeting House with Tad and Herbert Hoover. Her description, |
with an accompunying disgram, is the best we have today. The |
cousing agreaed that the room was divided by a partition, which
Icould be completely closed by shutters. Opposite the doorways,
-there were the raised tlers of seats for the ministry ond elders,
Below these seats were tables for the clerlk of the meeting, and
then the pews. The women, during cold weather, entared the

Meeting House carrying soap stones, which they placed on The rail

? of one of the stoves used to heat the building. The siones

M 7/ ibid., 11i-112. J




in the svring of 1850, the trustees purchascd a set of "new and

would then be elipped into a flonnel bag and placed undey the
: =
2

feet of the women in the pews to keoap them warm, In the ycom

in which the babies were cared for, there were rocking chairs,
6/

a warm stove (in the winter), and 2 credle.

The interior today ie painted & soft gray: and it ie

recorded that in 1879 painters used a coat of “dove colored paint"

to freshsn the interior of the building. Ten yerrs later, new
i d _
paint and mahogany finish were applied. In December, 18873,

"four haneing lanps suitable for lighting the house better®

were purchased; and one of the dutics of Willism I'iles, ths

janitor, was to see¢ that the lamps were clesn and "in Tood corl-
8/

dition to give a clean Lright light.” He was expected alzo to

light the lamps at the porch when these were needed. The new

lamps purchased in 1883 do not appear to have beon adegquote, for

Q
better lampe " and disposed of the old,

FURNISHINGS

The "eeting Rooms

Both sides of the meeting roons were furnished alikea,
80 that whatever is proposed for one side of the house, with minor
exceptions, is proposed for the other side also, The present

furnishings came from the Hickory Grove liceting House, which is

3

gald to Ve contemporiury with the West Branch Meseting House. Dhere

J'/ Inhi

dgf Bearss, G0 Gite, D 113

———




PLATE XXVI

Friends lecting House
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From Bearss, op., cit., p. 216,

T A

The interior arrangemcents of the MHeeting lieuse, circa 1822, us recalled by larriette
Odell, and Theodore and Herbert Hoover. From Letter ilarriette 0Odell to lLou lieary licover,

g
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sre Adifferences, however, in these fur rnishings eand those used in

the West Branch Heeting House, Thc Hickory Grove pews, occupied
by the ministry and elders, had a hingud folding desk atitached
to the bock of the boltom row of tiers. This wae for the uae
of the clerl during nid-week reetings. Tn the West Branch Heeting
House, two tables werdc located near the partition for the clerks
to write upon. OCOpposite these tables were Jocated the heating
stoves. In the Hickory Grove Meeting YMouge, the sloves were
gituated farther back amid the pews oceupied by the congrepgation.
At the present time, the furnd shing plen of the Hickory Grove
iecting House has been followed in the West Branch Meeting Ho
however, it is rccommended that the furnishings from thc-Hiéhory
Grove Meeting House be adjusted to the plan provided by Hrs.
0dell #nd concurred in by the Hoovers.

Partitiong  The pertitiens wace not removed from the Feeting
House until 1885, & year after the period of rectoration and re-
furnishing. A note con the HABS drawings of the ieeting House
indicates that the partitions taken from Hickory Grove were
originally at opposite ends of the neeting room. “"To maks it
in this / the West Branch Meating House /it was necessary to’
chanpe sections as the facing bench step ups were gifferent in
the two meeting Houseai" howover, it wae noted that "otherwise

10/
the partition fit perf ectly.” It is recommended that these be re

tained, since there is litile 1ikelihood that the originzl partiticns

10/ HAES Drawing, Shoet 10

6




survived,

Pews  The nunmber of facing benches poses gomewhat of =

b

problem, The gketech that lrs. Odell made may be interpreted two
ways. There were threce tiers of ralsed seats for the minjigtry
and elderssy or I'rs. Odell's tow line, which extends scroes the
partition, was intended to indicate the wall of the building.
Since contemporary partitiong are difficult to locate; and the

present partitiong cannot be adjusted to a third tisr of seats,

it is recommended that the latter interpretation be accepted,

I

-

EJ.
r!

The third or top line of the dizgranm congidered ‘the outer e

3

wall; and on each side of the partition there are two tiers of

seate divided by an aigle, [}
¥ra, 0dell commented that the seats in the West DBranch

Church were narrow and straight and high back, which ware very /

13/

severe for restless children, The present benches from the

Hickory Grove KNeeting House fit the above description. They ' )

are made of wood, approximately one foot and five-cights inches

deep and two feet four incheg high. It is recommended that the

preé&nt seats for both the facing benches and the congregation

be retained. It should be noted, however, that in 1289, when

the church was overhauled with new paint, mahogeny finish was

applied to the interior. It is quite possible that the henches

were stained mahoaany and not painted, as they are today, in the

Jest Branch Meeting House, It is recommended that the benchegs, y

if possible, be refiniched to a maohogany stain.

11/ Roearss, oD. cit.,» s 131




As the benches are now located, the stoves are in the

midst of the pews. Their pPlacement is indicated by the flueg

in the center of each outer wall, The dizgram of lirg, Odell,
however, indicates the stoves were located between the facing
benches and the pews, opposite the clerk's table. This place-
ment necessitates the use of longer stove pipes. HNevertheless,
it is recommended that Mrs. Odell‘s diazgram be adhered to zg
ruch as possible. The pews for the membeps of the Heeting louge

should be arranged in rows, ag indicated by !re. Odell, with

no provision for gtoves inbeiween the rows. —
Stoves The present base burners in the Meeting House ﬁ

appear to be of recent vintage, It is recommended that these

be revlaced by two matching heating stoves, c. 1855-1884, Al-
though there is no indication that the gtoves were revlaced in
the “eeting House, it is unlikely that the original stoves would
have been retained over a thirty year period. Probably, some- :
time in the 1870's, it would have been necessary to obtain newv ;
and larger stoves to heat the structure during the harsh Iowa |
winters, The stove recommended would be similar to the Aecne
Cammon stove, which was cast iron, burned either coal or wood,
and was intended for stores and large rooms. Xach stove should i

rest on a protective metal plate.

Beside the stoves, there should bs a pile of split wood

for keeping the fire going. A snz)) bucket near each stove should

contain pieces of coal to be used Ffor additional hsat in the

winter. In the summer, the wood and coal mzy ba removed fronm I

]




the roomns,

Encircling the stove in the women's side, there should

) : 24-30 nchaa .

be a low rail, approximately twe—feet high, with regularly spaced
ewindles, ¢, 18f0's, referably, this should be made of metel,
brass or iron. The rail probably served a dual purpose. It
may have been used by the ladies to heat their goap stones in
the winter; but it aleo may have prevented small children from

toddling into a potentially dangerous arca. In the winter it

Q
@

nay be desirable to pla a few soap stone foot warmers ageinst

‘the wall to illustrate early warming devices.

"Tables. As indicated on page 6, there are hinged tables on the
backs of the eiders” tier of seats from Hickory Grove, West Branch
did not use this type of clerk's table. Instead tables were placed

on the floor in front of the facing benches near the doorway in the

partition. To do this the Hickory Grove seats will have to be altered.

It is recommended that the front pews on each side of the meeds
inghouse be removed to make room for the clerks' tavles and at the

seme time do away with the hinged tables on the backs of these seats.

The tables, one on each side of the partition, should be similar
in appearance. The style recommended should be plain with a rec-

tangular top approximately L45-4%8 inches long and 24-28 inches deep.

It should be large enough for a clerk and his assistant to work comfor-

tably. llﬁ/ A table with one or two drawers and simply turned legs

is preferred. There should be no other decorative motif. This style

table, cl1850's or 1860's, is usually walnut or stained mahogany."

@y
"llaz See memorandum from David L. Hieb to Director, Subject, Furns kfa '
ishing Plans, HEHO); May 31, 1973

-
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The chairs recommended are the "Corimon Reed Seat Chelrs;” which

i

were produced over an extended period and seem to have been very
popular. Cheapness probably recommended them. The chalr had

wo slats across the back, supported by two rounded sgide railg
that became the resr legs of the chair. The seat was usuelly &
flag seat, although some hnd a woven seat. The front legs were
rounded, tapesring at the bottom, The two sides and front were
supported by double gtretchers; and the back legs had a single
stretcher,

Lighting At the present time, lighting ls provided by

a series of bracket lamps attached to th~ wall behind the facing

benches. The records, however, indicate that four hanging lawpo
were purchascd in 1883 for the room; #nd these were replaced in

1890, It is not possible today tu know exactly what type of

)

“hanging lamp" was useds; but the strong possibility exieis that

these were similar to the store and hall kerosene hanging lamps
iz/
of the period. These had embossced brazes fonts, glass chimeys,

.

wire frames, tin or glass shades, and smoke bells. The light
‘generated by this style lamp probably was inadequate; and seven
years later, the need would justify the purchase of & chandelier-

type light, with several arms radiating Iron the center to give

greater illumination.
I+t ig recommended that two hanging lampu; similar to

those described above, be hung in each mee rooin, These

172/ Angle lamps are & second option
open lamp is pref“rrﬁf:)érxh_/

0

but in this structure, the

it




should be suspended from the celling and centercd over the ainles
between the pews.

IV wag William Miles job to "light the lamps on the poreh
when needed." 7To meet 1his requirement, it is recommended that
two brasg kerosene lanps, with glass chimmeys and motul res lectors,
be attached to the wsll beside the doorways leading into ihe
neeting rooms,

Floors  The present floors zre bare; =nd it is recommende
that theze remain go. Runners of a doxk plustic protect the

2isles: and it muy be, when the rumery oroe outudrn, clear plastic

runners will be preferred.

The Mursery

& church. It was vemoved

—
—

The Cry Roonm is not original to

from another Meeting House and added to the women's gide, where

<

.

originally euch 2 room existed before enevations were made., Phice
ki e

B addition is an interesting oncy znd i%, ‘oo, should be furnighed

to complete the interpretation of the Quaker Meeting Housa, The

ﬂ room has two windows on the north and south walls. Entry is

e,

& gained through a door on the west wall: &nd a second door on the
k.

i east partition opens to an attrched PLAVY.

Mrs. Odell has given us the only deseription of this room,

o

which she seid contained a cradle, rocking chairs, and a stove.

This room unfortunately is not included in her dlegran,

. Clothes Hool: Surrounding the room, on ecach wall, are
metal, two-vrong hooks for the women to use to heng their wraps.
¥ L £
13/ See firs, 0dell's notes, p. 5.
i 19




3 Thig is an interes sting feature ond should be retaine ¢d, HNine of

.

1 hooks, however, are broken or miscing; and these

the origina

should be replaced.

Stove A stove should be plzced in the nerthwest corner
14/
of the room and connceted by stove pipe to the existing flue.
The stove recommended may be either a smzll pot-belliecd heatir ing
stove, ¢, 1880's, or it may be the earlier rectungular heating
stove; with ornate met2l design; popular from the 1840's through
the 1860fs. The stove should set on a metal protective mat; and

a suall pile of split wood should be placed beside the stove.

Since the hook

EI"‘

go entirely around the room, it ig possible that
the stove was removed during.wvrn weather and stored in one of
the sheds nearby. This practice may be followed by the area also.
Curtains It is recommended that vlain gray calico
cucrtains, with a small design, be hung @t the south and north
windows. Preferably, this should be a reproduction of an earliy
pattern. IThe curtzins should be hemmed at top and bottom APDProxi=-
mately two inches; and the top should be double stitched to permit
a brass curtain rod to pass throuéh. These curtains should he
hung from the brasgss rod and to approximetely thrae inches below
the sill. Bright light, especially in the summer, would have
3 kept small babiés awake,
Cradles IMrs. Odell mentions one cradle only; however,
in a letter, Huldah Hoover wrote that nine babies had been born

in West Branch in two weeks, six of them within a forty-eight

§ 14/ The exact locﬁu1nn of the stove flue cannot be determined
: from vrezent HARD grzwinfﬁg with cupplesent by Architectl

o4 Wagner, &0 hand.

iz
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A

i *
period. More than one cradle or ciib would have bLeen needed

to zeccommodate the bables. It is recommended that two walnuti
spool-turned cribs be set against the east wall. These should

have four baluster-or &pool-turned postsy, plain top and bottom

e 16 Ll
rails, with interspaced spool-turned gpindles. Plazn, M“riff A

One cradle on rockers also should be in the Ciy Room

for the smaller or fussier babies. The cradle should have
L Cand . : L
simple eerved head and foot boards. The sides should be plaing;
and hand holes may or may not be cut into the sided,
Bath cribg and cradle chould have small hugk-fillied mat-
tresses. No quilts are recommended, since each nother probably
brought her baby in its coverings.

Chairs A straight chazir should be set beside the east

-

doorway and azgainst the partition. The chair should be similar A
to the “Common Reed Seat Chairs" recommended for the clevks® 5
chzirs in the iMeeting House. The back of cach chalr should
have two slats fitted into two round side rails, which becone
the back legs of the chair. The seat should be rush. The
front legs should be rounded and slightly tapered zt the bottom.
The legs should be braced by double stretchers, The chairs
preferably should have the old pepular red stain finilsh.
Two rocking chzirs are recommended. Thesge should be
placed near the north window and in the southwest corner of

the room. The chairs should be simple ladder- -back rockerss

_'_'Li/ Maud Stratton, Herbert hogi'{_f_::"r* Home Town (Private Publishing
1948), pe b,
16/ Thomas H. Ormsbdee, llPlQMClePTEQTﬁHf;]Pﬁﬂ Victorian Fur-

niture (New Yo”ﬁ,lg)_), e SAEL-EHE,

13




with reunded gide rails, rush seats, rounded an tapering front

legs; and balanced rockers. Nelither chair should have arms.
This style rocking chair was popular over an extended peried
of timey and the simplicity of the style may have appezled to
the Quaker ladieg.

Table A small table should be get under the socuth

window. This weuld have been used for exira baby supplics

-

such as diapers or medicines, which the mothers brought, and
perhaps even to change the baby. The table should have a cmall
" rectangular overhanging top, with a plain three o four inch
skirt. The four legs should be squared and slightly tepered

at the bottom. The table shceculd be stained the 0ld 1red color.

Lighting There was no indication of the walls of the

A ——

present additioen that lamps were once attached to them. It is
recommended, however, that twoe cast iron bracket lamps be

fastened to the walls, one near the east deorway and the other
near the west or outer doer. These should have mercury raeilactors
behind them.

Floors No carpets are recommended for this area. The

floor should be gwept clean periodically and left bare.
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Eztimates

Meeting Rooms

Nursery

Coot of h\ak’ing J‘n'nae_c:' +Qb’

Pews, staining
Stoves, two
Railing

Soapstone warmers,
T R = e

Hanging lamps, four
Porch lamps, two

Clothes hooks, nine
Stove
Curtaing,
Brass rods
Cribs, two
Cradle
Chair, straight
Rocking chairs, two
Table

Bracket lamps,

calico

two

Grand Total

three

21

e X0o.0¢

&750.00
56500 300.00
2576620000

55.00
6400

oz m=—i0)
2600 (o0.c0
L6606 100.00

fawya-a==2"1
o, L05.00
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amp with smoke bell,

3
b

Hanging

Heating stove, burning either coal

or wood,




Abernathy Bro's Illustrated Cata-
logue and Wholesale Price List

"Common Reed Seat Chair"

Re:

(Leavenworth, Kansas, 1872),

Ladder Back Rocking Chair

23




THE QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
WEST BRANCH, IOWA

i
]
g
by | §
Sally Johnson Ketcham | B
]
-
B
Furnishing Plan 1 3
Section T |
.
l 4

October, 1972
Omaha, Nebraska

M




INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION

At the present time, the Meeting House is open to
vigitors, but guided tours are given only upon special oc-
casions or upon request., An audio talk is available in the {
Meeting Room; and the talk apparently is popular with vigitors,

L]

who do not miss the opportunity to press the button to com-

mence the speech. S3

by—the Herbert roover piTtnprace Foumdedion,—the principal

yesponsibility OF %ﬁE‘PETK_ﬁETVfCt—hﬁﬁ—%eﬁﬁ—%ﬁ—ﬁ¥9¥4d8—hcu%&:*

xeeping and maintTénance.

.
C wt T o =3 =

| W Tho '

thre—guaker Meeting House—and—a furnishing plan is instituted,

s e s

the area'may'plan to have conducted tours of the Meeting House,
at least during the summer. Since only a minimum of furnishings

are projected, protection principally will be focused on break-

s

e —e TS

able items, such as the porch lamps, which have glass chimneys, ;

and attempte to leave mementoé, cuch as carved initials on

pews or on tables. The clerks' chairs are not constructed
sturdily; and being antiques, these should be protected from
visitors' attempts to sit on them. This may best be accomplished
by drawing the chair to the table completely. Visitors, how-
ever, may wish to rest and to contemplate in the quiet of the
congregation's pews. aince this is a part of the total ex-

perience of the visit, this moment of relaxation should not




be digcoursged. The pews arc not original to the West Branch

Meeting House and appear to be sturdy enough ‘to gugtaln such

The Nursery or Cry Roowm will iﬁterest women end children
especially. 1% is important that the cribs and cradle have
mattresses on themj and these should be shaken regularly, 8O
that dust does not appsar on thems HNoO gel f-respecting Quoker
mother would have permitted her baby to lay in & dirty crib.
The calico curtains chould be kept crisp and fresh. ALl of
the furniture here, 28 in the Meeting House, should be cleuned
regularly, B0 {that the furnishings are gpotless. Regular ate
tention should be paid To the condition of the floors and
windows.

No barriers are planned for the lleeting Rooms. The
runners on the floor help to divrect visitors; snd to date
the latter have been able to enjoy the rooms frecly. Con-
tinuance of this policy is recommended. Barriers are not
recommended for the Nursery ot this time; howevel the arca
mnay discover that barriers will be necessary in the fﬁture,
if the Meeting House remains unmanned. The temptation to

sit in the chair or rocking chalrs may lead to the destruction

of these fragile items.




P

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL RECORD

DATE: 3=21=75 '1|

. i'-

To: Vera Craig Office: Marpers Ferry _2
From: Lauretta Mintzmyer & Pat Wheelepee: . Herbert Hoover - K

Subject: Historical furnishings and costumes |

Consulted with Vera Craig about furnishings in the cry room of the Quaker

Meetinghouse. She approved change of Furnishing plan from sugqested

—
e i
SRR—

spool turned crib to a cradle of similar design or bentwood style cradle

of relative plain design of the same vintage.

N

Also ask if a gaberdine type fabric would be appropriate for Quaker
costumes of 1875-1880 in this area. She assured us this would be alright \

as they used a corded fabric very similar in looks to gaberdine.

cc: Vera Craig
Regional Director
‘¢ Furnishing Plan Quaker Meetinghouse

|
¥

) 'J.:’__ sy
S Ll L

(Signature)
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