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ON THE COVER:

A mapper and ecologist collecting field data at verification site APPA_VR_CAP 0007 in the Central Appalachian project area for the
Appalachian National Scenic Trail vegetation mapping project. The objective of verification sites was to test the performance of the
vegetation field key and mapping protocols. This site was classified to the Prunus serotina - Liriodendron tulipifera - Acer rubrum -
Fraxinus americana - (Robinia pseudoacacia) Ruderal Forest Association (CEGL006599) in the U.S. National Vegetation Classification,
having a mixed tree canopy of oak species (Quercus spp.), hickory species (Carya spp.), and various ruderal hardwood species over a
ground cover of sparse shrub and poor herbaceous diversity from prolonged disturbance of some kind.

Photograph by K. Hop (U.S. Geological Survey).
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About the Vegetation Data Collection Sites

This map book consists of individual map tiles showing locations of vegetation
data collection sites, of which the collected data supported the Appalachian
National Scenic Trail (APPA) vegetation mapping project for the National Park
Service (NPS) Vegetation Mapping Inventory (VMI) Program.

Vegetation data collection sites consist of four types, each with differing purposes:
(1) vegetation plots to develop the vegetation classification, (2) verification sites
to verify the vegetation field key and sample mapping, (3) validation sites to test
the readiness of the vegetation map for accuracy assessment and (4) accuracy
assessment sites to evaluate the accuracy of the vegetation map.

Data from the vegetation sites led to the identification of 280 USNVC associations
for APPA. For additional information on how this data was used, see the report for
the APPA Vegetation Mapping Project of the NPS VMI Program.

About the Series of Map Tiles

The series of four APPA map books consists of 1,158 map tiles that cover the
entire length of APPA. The map tiles begin at the northern terminus of APPA on
Mount Katahdin in central Maine, and end at the southern terminus on Springer
Mountain in northern Georgia. The Central Appalachian project area, represented
in this particular map book, is shown over 419 tiles. Each map tile is scaled to
1:12,000.

The map legend shown here lists the four types of vegetation data collection sites.
The symbols to these site types are shown throughout the series of map tiles.

Vegetation Data Collection Sites
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Vegetation Plot
Verification Site
Validation Site

Accuracy Assessment Site

The map legend shown on each map tile is dynamic, listing only the types of
vegetation data collection sites present on the current map tile. On rare occasion,
vegetation site data occur outside the APPA boundary. This is due either to
legacy vegetation plot data used to inform the APPA project, but collected for a
different project, or due to accuracy assessment site data collected beyond the
APPA boundary, but assessing vegetation within the boundary. The bottom left
corner of each map tile shows the location of the tile in context to the Central
Appalachian project area.

The basemap layer used throughout the map book, the World Topographic Map
from Esri, is compiled from a variety of authoritative sources from several data
providers, including the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), U.S. National Park Service (NPS), Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Department of Natural

] Resources Canada (NRCAN), HERE, and Esri. Additional data is sourced from

OpenStreetMap and the GIS User Community.

Vegetation Data Collection Sites
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Central Appalachian Project Area

The Appalachian National Scenic Trail (APPA) spans over 11 degrees
of latitude and over 15 degrees of longitude as it traverses nearly 1,525

kilometers across the Appalachian Mountain range between central
Maine and northern Georgia. The changes in vegetation ecology are
substantial from one terminus of APPA to the other, and to manage the
APPA vegetation mapping project, APPA was segmented into four

project areas: Northern Appalachian, Lower New England, Central
Appalachian, and Southern Blue Ridge.

The APPA vegetation data collection sites map book is segmented into '
the four APPA project areas and is presented through a series of four \83/
"map books" consisting of map tiles. This particular map-book segment
is of the Central Appalachian project area.

The Central Appalachian project area includes APPA lands between
Dickey Gap in Virginia (Corners Creek Road near State Highway 16)
and the Delaware River (Pennsylvania-New Jersey state line along

Interstate 80). C?\;(t)rfﬁn

A Mountain Peak
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