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Building No. 48, Armorer®s Dwelling House

Proposed Use of the Structure:

It is proposed that this building be restored both interior and
exterior as a typical home of an ammorer of the 1859-65 peried.
The building has great charm and attraction for visitors to the
Morument. Its loecation, th- first building in the area to be
seen by most visitors, provides a unigue opportunity te induce
the proper mood for the maximum enjoyment of Harpers Ferxy
National Monument., As the only surviving example of this type
of building it is imperative that it be restored.

No funds have been programed for refurnishing or operating
the house nor have any cooperative agreements been executed
or proposed for this purpose.

The preliminary estimate of cost for rehabilitating the
structure and grounds is $10,000,00,



On June 15, 1796, John Wager, Senior, for the consideration

of $7,016.66, sold to the United States Covernment the land at

Harpers Ferry that was required to establish & Federal Ammoxy

at that place.’ Lot No. 2 on Shenandosh Street, the subject of

this report, was included within the limits of the 1796 acguisitien.
In 1852 there ocourred the sale of Covermment Dwelling Houses

and Lots to Ammory workmen, In preparation for this propesed sale

of Amory property, & board of officers met at Harpers Ferry in

1851 and sulmitted & report, frem which we quote:

*The Board of Officers directed te convene at Harper's Fexry
Armory ag§geably to the instructions centained in letter fram the
dq’;IdOtm. dated September 2nd 1851, met at this place en

't”tc

Present

Lte Cols Ripley - S o =

Be Col. Huger

The Board after carefully examining the grounds &c. report,

that, Symingten after consultingwith the authoritiss of the
town, employed & surveyor who was engaged in making & plat of
the place, shewing the streets, the ground to be preserved for
public use, and the lets it would be proper to sell.

EG

As this survey would be & work requiring several wesks to camplete,

the Board found it impessible to wait until the Plat now being made
was finished, they are therefore unable to accompany this repert
with the plan.

They now present their views of the preper course to be pursued,
and the drawing must be completed at leisure by the Commanding
Officer of the Post.

mnuumuupammmtn.mdmma

1. National Archives, Microfilm Reel #21, Volume 7, ppe 704-708+
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factory is situated, and
Reservation-All the land
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along this reservation and the road (Washington Street)

te the head of the ravine (running down towards the new
barrel welding shop), till oppesite the present dwelling
Ne. 97 (which was located on Camp Hill, Block E. Let 1

on the 1852 and 1869 maps). - thence on the other side of
the ravine to the edge of the cliffs on the bank of the
Potomac, fellowing on the upper edge of these cliffs to the
Extreme western boundary of the public lands.

2nd - On the Shenandeah side.
The present lumber yard(Z en the 1848 map oy Shenandeah Street,
Block G, Lots 1, 2, 8, and ¢ on the 1869 map) and public
stable on the 1848 map or Shenandoah Street, Block F,
Lot 1, D with a lot uniting them, and allowing room enough
to extend the stable yards.

8rd - 'The Rifle factory, and the upper part of the island en
which 1:__}.- pituated, which is now occupied by dwelling
houses (gee Government Dwelling Houses No., 155 tg 169
inclusive, Chapter VIII, section I of this reperit). -
Theso dwellings should be vemoved, and this part of the island
reserved for future use, &nd te protect the bank of the
Canal by which it is bounded.

4th - The Commanding Officers quarters (Bldg. Ne. 25, Camp Hill,
Btorer College on 1869 m and grounds attached; the
Paymaster’s quarters X sufficlent quanitity of ground
between them and Washington Street, te erect quarters for
the Officers of the Ammory, &c.
The Master Armorer and Clerks now ccoupy houses on ground
which should be sold; these houses should be reserved from

e sale until suitable ones are erected for their use

ter Rxmorer lived in house Ne. 2 on Shenandoah t
.ﬂk Bg L‘t '.' 3, mt n“& !la 34-—35. m 1‘5 )
All other dwellings ghould be removed from the reserved.

For the benefit of the town, besides the opening of and
better location of streets, and open sp@ces at certain points as
will be shown the plat; It is recemmended, that, the present
market house (U on the 1848 map or Market House en the 1869 map)

with proper space about it extending down to the Shenandoah river fer
a public landing, be reserved for the use of the town.

Also, for ite use, a cemetery, permission to locate which
has already been granted, will be surveyed and marked on the plan.
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The Board furthey recommend that sales should be made from
time te time of such parts of the public land not reserved, as
are in demand for building lets, all pessible care being taken
to prevent its falling inte the hands of speculators; and as
recommended by the Celenel of Ordnance in his report tothe Secty.
of War dated August 19, 1851, reserving the right te bid in any
lots offered for sale and to dispose of them afterwards at private
sale for not less than the highest price shich has been bide.”

In 1852 the Secretary of War wrotei
#The above report is hersby appreved.

The Superintendent of the Armory is hereby directed te cause
to be sold at public auction te the highest bidder, such of the
lote as the Boardof Officers..., did by this report of 24 September
last, recommend te be sold., These lots as designated and described,
on a plat lately prepared by order of said Board, by S. Howell
Brown Deputy Surveyer of Jefferson County, Virginia, te which I have
this day affixed my signature, by Streets and Figures.

From this sale will be executed such lots or pertions of ground
as are recommended in said report of 24 September, to be reserved.
Also such other lots or pertions of ground as are designated on
the plat above described as the sites of Churches, parsonages, or
public institutiens of any kind, leaving te the persens or
Corporations interested in said reservations to apply te Congress
for a title to the Same, which I have nopower te grant...

#3igned by C.M. Conrad, 2
Secretary of War.” June 10, 1853.*

Thus in 1852 all Govermnment owned land at Harpers Ferry was
divided into two catagories, that which was to be reserved for use of
the United States, and that which was to offer for sale to the publiec.
Lapd
8. Howell Brown’s Map of 18529 shows that all Government, located
*and on the north side of Shenandeah Street, beginning at the peint
where it abuted on the Wager 8ix Acres Reservation on Shenandoah Street ¢~+1{
EXTendjn ‘
A wes along the north side of Shenandoah Street to Boundary Street
and then back up the cliffs te Fillmere Street on Camp Hill, was
2. Report of Board, dated September 24, 1851, R. 24, v. 8, p. 802-806,
Alse Col. Craig to Sec. of War., Dec., 3, 1851, R. 20, v. 1 p. 220-231,
3. The enly known surviving copy of this map has been borrowed from Mrg.
Henry McDenald of Storer College, Harpers Ferry. This map also served
as the basis for §. H. Brown’s 1869 map of Harpers Ferry.

v 115 wbe



reserved for the use of the United States and not offered for sale in
1852, Shenandoah Street Lot No, 2 was located within the boundaries
above deseribed as reserved land and hence was owned by the United States
Government from 1852 until after the Civil Warx.

#lot Yo, 3. 237 feet fromt on Shenandoah Street; 213 feet fromt on
Scuth Cliff street, and extending from York Street, on the west, to tJef-

ferson’ Rock let’ on the east, Stone House,”

Among the cancelled bonds from the sale of December 6, 1869, which
were filed January 23, 1878, was the following bond:

#Stone house-lot No., 2, 237 feet frent on Shenandoah Street; 213 feet
front on South Cliff Street, and extending frem York Street on the west to
*Jefferson Rock Lot’ on the east , “purchased by “Isabella Ladosaring.”

It is thms clear the Shenandoah Street Lot Ne. 2 was owned by the
United States Government, as a part of the armory property, from 1796 te
1868.

The second historical map, which actually delineates present Bldg.
Ho, 48 as standing on Shenandoah Street Lot le. 2, is the "Map of Harpers
Perry, Vest. Va., April 26th 1869, Designed, Projected & Mapped by S.

4, Hational Archives R, G, 121, Public Bulldings Service, Harpers Ferry
File No, 387, Cancelled Bonds,

-l
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wlowell Brown, Surveyor, from the original and subsequent Surveys in his
possession by order of Capt, Dan’l J. Youny Mil, Storekesper of Ordnance
Harpers Perry, W. Va, under the instructions of the Ordnance Depariment,
Washington City D, C. Dated April 2nd 1869."

A physical examination of Bldg, He, 48 reveals censiderable evidence
on the constructien of this structure. On the following page u/ thnton/
include a plan of the first floor of this building, furnished for this re-
port through the courtesy of Architect Archie W. Fransen. The plan reveals
that Bldg, No., 48 teday fronts 18 feet 4 inches on Shenandoah Street and is 32
feet 6 inches deep, The house is two and one-half stories high and is con-
structed of stone. The dwelling now has a metal rocf and contains six rooms.
There is no cellar., The first floor is divided iate twe rooms, with a fire-
place in each room, The second floor is also divided into twe rooms, with
a small closet area situated between the two rooms, and each room contains
a fiveplace, The third or half story is a fisished garret and is also divided
into two rooms, with the rear room containing traces of a former fireplace.

Actual examination of the structure indicates that the front room, 18
foet 4 inches by about 15 feet in sise, was probably erected first. This
is shown by a large crack in the exterior wall at the peint of junction of
the two rooms in the west wall of the building. The house, as originally
constructed, was a one and a half or two story huilding,

The back room, measuring 18 feet 4 inches by 17§ feet, was added on to
the original structure at some later date, but well befors the Civil War.
At the same time the rear room was added, it alsc appears that the entire

e



"

-,

UILDING

321 gv

FIRsT

NoO.

48
FLoor

SHENAN DoAN ST
1957

i

PLAN

SCALE X1 o



house was enlarged from 1l¢ or two stories to 2% stories in height. These
additions, however, may have been made in one or two separate steps, Ar-
chitectural investigation by an architect will, of course, undoubtedly
provide answers to these questions.

In any event, Photograph HF-119 (8ee Appendix I) indicates that Bldg.
Ko, 48 was & two and one half story structure in 1865 or 1866,

Assuming therefore that the eoriginal portion of Bldg. Ho. 48 was a
14 or 2 story stone house about 18 by 15 feet in size, a check of the
Government inventories of Armory dwelling houses for 1810 and 1821 reveals
that there was no Muilding of this description standing at those dutu.s

After 1821 and before Coteber, 1831, however, a number of small stone
houses of approximately the original dimensions of Bldg. No. 48 were
erected Ly Armery workmen on the Govermment property at their own initial
m.‘

One house, for example, listed in an 1831 iaveatery of unpaid claims

for houses erected by Armory worikman on Covernment land, is described as

&-ti {5) enc. Pwnutor Ml Annin, March 17, 1810, No stone houses are
included on the 1810 list., “Statement of the number and dimensions of the
ildings at the United States Armory at Harper’s Perry, Virgiaia, together
with the materials of which thoy are ):nut, and their utilAtod nlm.

1‘31. ix i{ oLATes Faper: SOUIBEN L SLLBLELAVE S GASCUL A VE g

Hred siaxieentn \.on

S CRILIA

Gx e 8 4 ,"‘K :: ‘ L U4 O g ,;“;r:_ g Senruary By AGED,
Washington, 1834, olun 11, pp.“z-«a. Harpers Perry Microfilm Collection,
Reel 17, V.3, pp.204-205, Only 3 stone houses are included on the 1821 list
and all are mmch larger than Bldg. Ho. 48.

6. See "Valuation of Claims of individuals for improvemenits made on the
Public Land at Harpers Ferry Armory, Class lo, 1,” submitted by Superintend-
ent George Rust, Jr., on OUctober 29, 1831, to Col, George Bomford, Chief of
Ordnance.



being constructed by Henry Ward and as a “Stone dwelling 18 by 18 feet,
7
13 stories, cost $230.00,” It is therefore probablp that the oldest por-

tion of Bldg. No. 48 was erected by an Armory employee after 1821 and be-
fore 1831, On January 7, 1832, Col, George Bomford, Chief of Ordnance, is-
sued orders to Ceorge Rust, Jr., Superintendent of the United States Armory
at Harpers Perry, to “suspend the further erection of all private buildings
on the public grounds of the Almemr."a This directive brought to a halt a
system of construction that had been in use from about 1812 te 1832, where-
by the Superintendent of the Armory had permitted workmen employed in the
Armory to build their own houses on governmeni land and also to make their
own repairs and additions to Government constructed dwelling houses.,

The reason for this unusual situation was twofold, First the United
States Government owned all of the land in Harpers Ferry with the exception
of six and three-quarters acres. The owners of this private inholding, the
Wager family, refused from 1796 to 1836 to sell any of this property, thus
making it impessible to Armorers to purchase any land in Harpers Ferry on
which te build their own homes., MHoreover, the Wager family, who constructed
houses on their land, would only reat these buildings out as quarters at an
exceedingly high rate of remt, thus making these dwellinge highly unpopular
as homes for the Armery workmen. In view of this situation, the Superintend-
ent of the Armory therefore granted permission to his workmgn to build their
7. See “Valuatien of claims of individuals for improvements made on the
Public Land at Harpers Ferry Armory, Class No. 1%, submitted by Superintend-
ent Ceorge Rust, Jr,, on Octeber 29, 1831, to Col. George Bomford, Chief of
Ordnance, Claim Ne, 66.

8. Col., Domford to Supt, Rust, January 7, 1832, Reel 14, V.8, p.845.

-10-



own homes on the Government land,

Second, the Covermment alse endeavored on it own part to construet
and maintain Government dwelling houses as quarters for the workmen, But
the rapid increass in the number of men employed in the Armory, together with
the frequent failure of Congress to appropriate money to construct enocugh
additional dwelling houses te keep pace wilh expanding needs, led the Super-

intendent to suthorise not only new construction of homes by the workman,
' 8
but also to make repairs and additions to existing Government dwelling houses,

The Covernment then purchased the new houses from the workmen or reimbursed
them for additions and repairs when money was available.

Buperintendent James Stubblefield, under whose superintendency most of
this type of construction occcurred, remarked te the Chief of Crdnance, in
18298, in regard to this practice:

” . eeln regard to the authority for purchasing duildings, improvements,
&c, 1 have to cbeserve that it has always been considered the duty of the
superintendent te provide suitable accommedations for the workmen employed
in the armory. This could only be done by building new buildings, or pur-
chasing improvements already made. The latter of these alternatives was,
in many instances, the more expedient, from death, removal, change of cir-
cumstances of persons who made the improvements, or other similar causes.
It frequently occurrs, when good workmen, having married, or from other
causes need dwellings, or additions to those previcusly occupied, that the
armory funds will not, at the time, admit of expenditures being made for
such purposes. They are, therefore, permitted, when able to do so, tc make
the improvements at their own charge, with the understanding that afterwards,
when convenient to the armory, they shall be paid for the same, according to
fair valuatien,

#The passing of such accounts from time te time, for many years past,
by the accounting officers, has alsc been considered as approving the course

8. See Onell, Charles W,, "A Comprehensive History of the Constructien,
Maintenance and Bumbers of Armory Dwelling Houses, 1788-1881," dated Oc-
tober 31, 1958, Chapter 1 to 6, 74 pages, This report was originally sub-
mitted as a part of the Report on Bldg, Ho. 48, but is now in process of
revising., It will be expanded and submitted in the near future,.

-11-
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“pursued in this respect...” 10

These practices of permitting ammery workmen to mrect, improve and main-
tain Government dwelling houses were halted for goed eon Jm 7, 1832, The
last of this type of claim and all houses erected Ly this method were final-
ly settled and purchased by the Government in 1838-11

To roturn to Bldg, No, 48, the oldest portion of this building was
probably built by an Armory Workman between 1822 and 1831, and in any o-
vent, all rights to the structure were acquired by the U, 5. Government by
1838, The additions made to the original u;nctun, if erected before
1831, eould have either been made by a workman or the government; however,
if they were erected after 1831, the additions could then have only been
made by the Covermment,

What is probably Bldg. Ne, “tstohmaatbmlywat%
tndoahlatmt (see next page of this report) entitled. *Harpers Ferry
Showing the Location of the Winchester and Potomae Railroad, Drawn by
Lieut, White, Allen and R, 8, Smith, U. 8, Army under the direction of
James Kearney, Lt. Col. and T, E,, Map No. 2-1835, approved Ly President
Andrew Jackson, January 27, 1835"13

In 1845 each Government Dwelling House was assigned a number that was
used to designate that particular building until 1853. In 1853 a different
set was then assigned to the houses that was used until 1869, Prom the several
10, Stubblefield, Pebruary 23, 1829, to Col, G orge Bomfor, Ordnance Dept.,
Reel 17, V.3, p.234,

11. sSnell, C. W., “Comprehensive History....”, Chapters 4,5, pp.33-49.
12. BHational Archives R.G, 77, Records of the Office of the Chief of
Engineers, Fortification Map File, Part of Map Dr., 150-Cheet 83-2.

-12-



lists of mr-d Dwelling Government Houses of the 1848-1852 period that
have been located in the Nationmal Archives, we can therefore pick up & more
detailed history of Bldy. Ke. 48, One printed list, entitled legemiExhibiting

te deseribe the lots and Covernment Dwelling houses that were offered for sale
on August 30, and September l:and 2, 1852, In describing the Shemandoeh Street
area, the list states that Covernment Dwelling houses No, 7, 25, 26, 30, 31,
32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40 and 41 were all located en ground reserved
from the sale by the Covernment and hence these numbered houses were retained
by the Armory for Government use. |

The three following list of Covernment Dwelling Houses:
1. ®List of Dwelling Houses at Harper’s Ferry, 30th June 1848, Corrected
in Red Ink by the Rent Rool of 31 Dec. 1&48-'13
2. "List of Dwelling Houses belonging te the United States at Harpers Fer-
ry, December 31, uso.'l4
8. ™List of Dwelliny Houses at Harpers Perry, Per Igmtaxy 30th June

i5
1851, corrected by Rent Rell to December 31, 1852.7

12a, Bational Archives R.GC. 156, War Dept. Ordnance Office, H-330-1852-
August 28, 1852, Yarpers Ferry Map Case, Drawer No. 3, Map No. 82,
13, Reel 18, V.12, p.1185-1188,

14, Hational Archives R.G. 153, Harpers Perry Photostatic Collection,
Map Case, Drawer Ho. 4, pp.l-2.

15, Reel 18, V.12, pp.1177-1178.

-ld-



‘ indicate that all the houses located on reserved ground along Shen~
inéo:h Street in 1852 were either brick, frame or one story stone houses,
with the exception of Dwelling Houses Wo. 30 and 32,

The three liste descrile these two houses as follows:

“Bldg. 30, stone, 2 story, class Ke. 8, Value #5500, located on Shenandoah
Street.” occupled by one family. |

*Bldg. Mo, 32, stone, 2 story, class No, 7, Value $600, located on Shen~
andoah Street,” occupied by two families,

Thus either Covernment Dwelling House Ne. 30 or Ho. 32, iz the pre~
sent Eldg. Ne, 48, A=z Bldg, No. 48 is a small structure in which to house
two families, it is probable therefore that House Mo, 30 is Bldg, Ne, 48,
JuéAny by Photograph HF-118, as well as by the type of roof found on most
Government dwelling houses on the 18350 lists, the 1858 roof of Bldg. No.
48 was composed of wood shakes,

He present here a tracing of "Map of Harpers Perry prepared in compli-
ance with Letter teo Major Symington-April 22, 1848,” which delineates the
Shenandoah Street area in 1848, The original of this map, which appears in
the Harpers Ferry Master Plan as Drawing No, NM-HP-3000, is a partial copy
of the full map prepared by 8, Howell Brown in Cctober 1848.16

Following the 1852 sale of land and government houses, the Government
demolished many of the substandard dwelling houses located on the reserved
16, Supt. John Symington to Col., George Taleott, Chief of Urdnance, Uct~

ober 21, 1848, Reel 23, V,11, p.1078, submitting the map. The full map was

prepared in two copies, one te be kept at Harpers Ferry Armory and the other
in the Ordnance Department in Washingten, P.C. DBoth full maps have been des-
troyed, Drawing NM-HF-3000 is an original tracing made in Jamuary 1851 of a
portion of the full map, but doss not include all of the detail shown on the
faull D8pe

-15=
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17
land, The final number of Armory Dwelling Fouses left standing during the

18
1858-1865 peried was 33. Bldg, Fo, 48 was described in July, 1865, by the

inspector as follows:
#] Dwelling House-two story, stome, ¥No, 5. Located Shenandoah Street, In
Fair Gandlt!.en."” |

On the two pages that fellow are included tracings made fﬁ- the 1913
Baltimore and Ohio ERailroad map and Drawing No, IM-HF308S, prepared in 198§,
vhich show Bldg, flo. 48 and rolated structures then standing in thet ares,
A1l of these other buildings have since disappeared or been removed by the

Hational Park Service.

Bldg, No, 48 was erected on Goverament owned land at some date after

1821 and before 1835, The house was used from the time of its censtruction
until the outbreak of the Civil War as a Covernmeni Dwelling House for worke
men employed at the U, 8. Armery at Harpers Ferry., A typical form of a lease
used from 1830 to 1861 Ly the armory in granting armorers permissicn te remt
Government owned dwelling houses will be found on Microfilm Reel 14, V.8, pages
761-762, The lease form is also included in *A Comprehensive History of the
Construction, Maiatenance and Nunbers of Armory Dwelling Houses, 1796-1861.,"

17. Snell, C. W., “Comprehensive History...,” Chapter VIII.

18, Brigadier General Edward D, Ramsay, inspection repert, dated July 27,

1865, to Brig. Genl, A, B. Dyer, Chief of Ordnance. Rational Archives R.C.
156, Harpers Ferry Photostatiec Collection., Map Case, Drawer Ho., 16.

18, Ibid.
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As has been stated in this report, it is not pessible te place
any particular Ammorer in a specific structure until the 1848-1852
period. It has also been shown that in the 1848-52 lists either
Bldgs. No. 30 or No. 32 could have been present Bldg. Ne. 48.
There being doubt, we thsrefore/ include what is known of the
record of use of both Bldgs. No. 30 and 32.

Years Bldag. Ne. 80 Bl@- N‘Q 38
1848 Rented by John Nichols, '}  Rented by Jehn Berlin at $8.75 pof quarter
Rent per quarter: $7.50 Part of by W. H. Wentzle at £8.75
1850 Rented by John Nichols,l2 Rented by A. M. Ball at $8.75 per gquarter
Rent per quarters $7.50 & Jo We Roderiaf at §8.75
Rent due $22.50 Both owed $8.75
18

1851~52 Rented by Mrs., Nichels. Rented by A.M. Ball &

Jo W. Roderick.ld
As Bldg. No. 48 is a small house for two families to live inm
it is probable that 1850 Bldg. Ne. 30 is the present Bldg. Ne. 46.
The census of 1850 reveals the following infermation about
these gentlemen and their familiess

PArmstead Ball, 35 years old, male, Armerer, Born in Virginia
F 4

Hanirah Ball, 30 years old, female, N »

George Ball 10, male " » L

Randolph Ball 2, male . = ~

John Roderick, 57 years old, male, Armorer, Born in Virqinit.
Certridge Roderick, 52 years old, female -

John W. Roderick, 34 years old, Ammorer, » = »

John Nichels, 55 years old, male, occupation-Nene, Born in Virginia.
Bara W. Nichols, 40 years old, female d o
Susan C, Nichels, 30 years old, female L . »
Ann W. Cliff, 21, female ~ » »
Virginia C. Nichols, 7 years eld, femals » o ” 14

11. RQ‘I 18' Ve 1’. Ps 1185.

12. List of Dwelling Houses belonging to the United States..Dec, 31, 1850, p.l

13. Reel 18, v, 12, p. 1178.

14, National Archives K. G. 29, Records of the Bureau of the Census,
Population Schedules of the SBeventh Census of the Unites States-1850.
Virginia, Velume 12, p. 885. In Microfilm Reel 10, v. 2, p. 127,
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As we have been unable to locate an Armory rent rolls for the
pirto “)
1853—1861& together with the fact that the numbering system for
Government Dewlling Houses was changed in 1853 to & new set of
numbers, it is difficult teo determine the family which occupied
Bldg. No. 48 in the 1859-1861 period.
By checking the ”Account Sales of Houses and Vacant Lots of
Land at Harpers Ferry Ammory, made on the lst and 2nd days of
September 1852, under an Order of the Secretary of War, by 8, Howell
Brown, Aqent.w which gives the names of people purchasing govermment
lots and houses on Shenandoah Street, against the records of the
Census, whers-in the census taker in general went from deorte deor,
and thereby eliminating a large number of names in the Shenandoah
Street area, it possible to venture an opinion on whe may have
occupied Bldg. No. 48 in 1860,
By this process, we discover the following familiecs ¥ were
residing close to Shenandeah Street, Bleck E. Lot 1 to § {and on
gaid lots it is possible to place the individual families on the
exact lot), and, therefore, might have been living in Bldg. No., 481
1st. Two families living in the same house, which may,
therafore be Government dwelling House 1850 Ne. 32:
#Elizabeth Rederick, 54 years old, female, Bern in Maryland
Value of personal estate $5C.
Lewis Roderick 31 years old, blacksmith, Bern in Virginia, male.
Susan (?) Roderick, 24 years eold, female, Born in Md.
Jean (?) Roderick, 20 years old, male, Telegraph operator, Bern in Va.
Frances R. Roderick, 16 years old female, Born in Va.
Jacob Roderick, 18 years old, male, Wagoner, Bern in Va.
Charles Roderick, 12 years old, Hoore

26, Reel 24, v. 7, p. 683,
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Daniel Whalen, 31 years, male, Labor, Value of personal Estate
$40, Born in Ireland.

Mary Whalen, 28, female, Born in Ireland,

Ellen Whalen, 3, female, Born in Virginia.

Martin Whalen, 1, male, Berr in Virginia

2nd. Living in the next house visited bythe census take, wass

"William Cox, 35 years old, male, laborer, Value of personal
estate: $150, “orn in Virginia.

Sarah Cox, 25 years old, female, Born in Virqmil.

Emma F. Cox, 4 years old, female, * -

Margaret Cox, 9 years olg, female * - »

Hannah F. Cox, 8 years old, female * # ”

Charles F, Cox, & yvears old, male # ¥ i

Lininda (?) Baldmic, 50, female, Born in Virginia

Willism T. Baldmie, 30, male, Tailor, Born in Va.”d8K

The Cox family, we believe, was prebably living in Bldg.
No. 48 in 1860,

4, HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF BLDG, NO, 48.
One historical photograph, the enly one te be discovered,

and twe modern photographs of Bldg. No. 48 will be found in
Appendix 1 of this repert.

5. HISTORICAL PLANS OF BLDG, NO. 48:
No historical plans of Bldg. No. 48 have been found and after

a careful searchof the National Archives Records, we are quite
sure that none will ever be located. Modern measured drawings of
Bldg. No. 48 have not yekibeen prepared.

6. _SUMMARY OF THE HISTORICAL DATA ON BLDG. NO. 481

2/ ¥ok., Records of the Bureau of the Census, Population Schedules of
the Eighth Census of the United States - 1860, Virginia, Vel.
13, pe 197. National Archives R. 6. 29. Microfilm Reel 10,
Ve 1, Pe 176,




Ae Ownexship of Land, 1796 to 1369
Shenandoah Street Lot No. 2, on which Bldg. No. 48 stands,

was owned by the United Otates Govermment, as & part of the Ammory
property, frem 1796 to 1889,
B. Construction of 5

Bldg. No. 48 was constructed at seme date afier 1531 and
Before October 1834, probably betwsen 1822 and 1830, The oldest
portion of the house, the front section, weasuring 18 by ebout 1%~
feet, was probably erscted by an Ammory workmén 4s & one and a
half ar two story stone building with a small kitchen atteched in
the rear. The Govermmsnt undoubtedly purchased the worker’s claim
to the structure ir the gensral seiflemsnt of theme type of claims
that was made by the Buperintendents of the Amery frum 1822 te
1838, The rear portlon of the house, stone, measuring 18 by 1 feet
ard two stories in hieght, was added on to the original structure at
same later date but well before the Civil War. The addition was
probably constructed by the Amory, although it is possible that
a worlmang alse did this at his own initial expense, At the tise
of the rumodeling of the house, a half story containing twe rooms
was also added teo the structure. The original roof of the house
was coaposedof wooden shakes.

Bldge No. 48 today, in my opinien, is structurally mach the
same in exterior and interier appearance and layout as it wes
before the Civil War, with the exception of the metal roof, a
door that has been added in place of & window in the second floor
east wall, and missing porches.

. . .



Bldg. No. #6 todey, and as it was in 1859 is & two and one-half
story stone house, 18 by 38} feet in sime, with no cellar. There
are two rooms on the first floor, each with one fireplace; twe
rooms with oncfireplace in each ream on the second fleer, and twe
!1nim¢mtmmmu«mt-tuy. The back garret
roem contains ene fireplace and the front roem none,

C. USE OF BLDG, NO. 48, 1830%s to 1861

Bldg., 48 from the time of its construction until the Civil
War, was utilized as Govermment quarters for Ammorers employed in
the Harpers Ferry Amory. As the only surviving example of a typical
Goverrment House, such as was afforded an average Amery employee,
located within the boundaries of the Monument, Bldg. Ne. 48, therefers,
has considerable significance as a possible interpretive device
rujt.mm one phase of the story of the Amory.

Actual architectural investigatien of Bldg. No. 48 should
enable us to settle definitively a number of guestions relating
te the construction of the house that cannet be pin pointed frem
the documentary sources alone. It is believed that the evidence
that will be gathered from architectural investigation, together
with the abundance of general decumentary informatien relating te
the constructien of Government Dwelling Houses in general as
presented in Part I of this repert, should make pessible the
asccurate interior and exterior restoration of Bldg. No. 48 as a
typical hame of an Ammorer in the 1859-65 perioed,

As the enly surviving building of this type standing in the
Morument teday, I, therefore, recommend that Bldg. No, 48 be

)



restored campletely as possible. Its rather isolated pesition raises
probleug in both protecting the house and in pemmitting visitors
to enter the gtructure. The restored house, howsver, would certainly
make & wost interesting sxhibit of how most people lived in the
185078, The yrestored building could, perhaps, be opened for visitation
on special dave or at certair scheduled hours of the day.

The estirated cost of the cwplete {nterior and sxterierx
restoration of Bldge No. 48 is §i0,000,

C}éué Vi gg\.&,é (
Charles We Snell,
Historian (Park Supervisery)

- Cetober 31. 1958,
Revised December 30, 1858,



APPENDIX I

PHOTOGRAPHE = THREE




Island of Virginius or /lsrx’s Island
Haxpers Fexxy Necmilve o, HF-119
The large briek building in the foregrownd. this side

of the Canal, was the Armmory Stable (see Bldg. marked T en
the 1848 map; it was located on Shenandoah Street, Bleck F,

Lot No. 2 on the 1869 map, see Cate of 1863 salc, page 2).

Across Shenandoah Street fram the Ammory Stable just below the
rocky ledge, is to be seen the east wall, wooden shake reof
and two chinnies of Bldg. No. 48.

This photograph was taken in 1266 or 1867, just after
the Civil War, and is the only historical photograph that has
been found that shows any part of Bldg., No. 48.

Across the Canal, behind the Ammery stable, are teo be
seen some of the buildings that wers located on the Island of

Virginius.






A view of the cast end and seuth front of Dldge
No. 48 befors the removal of the fromt porche The
door in the second floor level in the cast wall was
probably added after 1865 in place of & windows
Note the metal roof which was added to the house after
1869,
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Taken December 17, 1956
A view of the front (south side) and west side of

Bldg, Ne, 48 taken before the remeval of the porches.

Note the vertical crack in the stene work of the west wall
showing above the side porch and just te the right of

the second floor window over said perch, The portien

of the house extending frem this crack te the right te

the front of the building is believed to be the cldest portien
of the structure,
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