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ko HISTCRICAL DATA
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the site for nearly all the meworial services held in the
National Cemetery. During the active period of the Urand Army
of the Republie, or approximately until World War I, elaborate
programs were held here each Decoratiom Day., In wore recent
years, this tradition has been maintained by the American Legion,
who sponsor appropriate services in the Cemetery each May 30,
The focal point for these programs is the Rostrum, OCuest
speakers, often prominent public officials and high ranking

- militery personnel, address thelr audience from the Rostrum.

For a short period in the 1880's the area immediately around the
large statue in the center of the Cemstery was preferred to the
Rostrum.® By 1889, however, the loeation for the principle events
vas returned to the Rostrum where it has remained to date. (The

annual Memorial Day ceremonies held in Antietam Hational Cemetery in 1964

again used the Rostrum as the speakers' platforwm.)

In addition to the traditional May 30th programs, other memoriasl type
occasions were held here during the 1880's' and 1890's., Although
documentary evidence 1s lacking, local hearssy states that many
regimental reunions were held during that period by survivors of

Metter, from Lt. Col. Dandy, Deputy Quartermaster General, U.S. Army,
to the Superintendent, Antietam National Cemetery, dated May 29, 1809,
(National Archives, Quartermaster, Cemeterial material.)
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the Pattle of Antietam, These programs, tco, used the Rostrum
as the site from which to address the veterans and guests
assembled in the Ceuwetlery.

The structure was erected in the spring of 187%. A contract was
made February 8, 1879, between the United States Governmment and
a Hagerstown (Maryland) comtractor, Jomathan Late, for construction

of a rostrum in Antietam National Cemetery for the sum of 3915.00.2

According to the terms cof the contract, work was to have commnced
not later than February 15, 1879, and was to have been completed by
May 25, 1879, Lvidence that it was finished on time is provided by
@ newspaper account, describing the Decoration Day observance held

in Antietam Naticmal Cemetery that yoar: "“When the processicn
arrived at the Cemetery the artillery was drawn to the cenmtre of the
grounds, and the orator of the occasion and invited guests, took their
place on the rostrum shile the infantry stacked their arms in front,"d

2contract, between Capt. A. F. Rockwell, Asst. QMO, U.5. Aray, snd
Jonathan Late, Hagerstown, Md., for Rostrum at Antietam National
Cemetery, Sharpsburg, Md., Feb. 8, 1879, (¥ational Archives,

Office of QMi, Cemetery Files, Hational and Post Cemeteries, General
Correspondence, Box 131, Antietam, id,, (1869-1879) to Arlington, Va,)

30pe cite, Article II,

ithe Hagerstown (Md.) Herald snd Tareh, Wednesday, June L, 1879
(page, unknown).



Congtruction of the rostrum was to proceed according to a standard
wmmmﬂﬁ Apparently this plan, approved

November 8, 1878, by the Guarterwaster General, was the design to
be used in construetion of similar rostrums in other natiomal
cemeteries of the pericd, (The rostrum in Gettysburg National
Cemetery is one example.) This style came to be known as the
"Miegs' Flan," named for the Quartermaster Cemeral. A photostatic
copy of this plan is attached to this report. The ariginal is filed
in the National Arehives, Office of the Quartermaster General,
Cemeterisl materials,

¥o specifications other than those printed on the plan itself are
listed in the comtract. The plan specifies disensions and materials,
Veasurements taken at the site with a ruled tape on June 15, 196k,
correspond very nearly with those on the plan., There is ne recard
of a final inspection, nor of subseguent changes in the structure,
This seemingly indicates that the 1878 Quartermaster plan was not
deviated from during construction. And with one exeeption, there
sppear to have beern no alterations of the finished struecture.

s"mn for Rostrum for National Cemeteries, Guartermaster General's
Office, lovember, 1378, Scale: L' to 1", " (Hational Archives,
Office of QMG, Cemetery Files, Mational and Post Cemeteries, General
Correspondence, Box 131, Antietam, Md, (1869=1879) to uuagion, Va.)



Comparison of the 1878 Quartermaster plan dimensions may be made
with those recorded June, 1964, listed below:

Height from ground level to top of "floor," or platform

(at SW corner): 5L inches

Height of twelve brick columms rising from flear: 12 feet

width of aquare brick colummss 17; iaches
Uistance between rows of columns, north-soutns 84 feet
Distance between end and center colums, west end: 0 feet, 7 inches
Distance between end and center columns, east end: 8 feet, § inches

Distance between west center and east center columms: 13 feet, 7 inches

(The fromt of the Rostrum faces slightly east of south.)
Height of iron railing around platfors, and at sides of steps
34 inches

Width of stone steps at each end of Rostrums 70 inches

Number of steps, west end: 7; number of steps, east end: 9
Unpaved "floor" area arcund base of center columss 58 inches square
Wooden rafters, esst-west, supported by brick columns:

5 x 12 inch timbers, 6 in number

Wooden beams botween heavy rafters and lattice boards:
3 x 6 inches, spaced 18 inches apart (aversge), 22 in nusber

Upper level of lattice roofs 1 x 4 inch beards, spaced L inches
apart



The platform, or floar, covers an area 22 feet by 37) feet, The
timbers of the roof project beyond this area. Ends of roof

suppart timbers are scalloped.

About five months after completion, the timber portions of the

Rostrum were olled, At least four gallons of boiled oil were

purchased for this purpose in October, 1879.6 The following spring
mpumefmmzmmmwmlytomgn-m..'
And by midesummer, additional paint was ordered to complete the
pﬁnﬁ.ngo!thlrlﬁ‘rl“tb'upodpilhrcei‘m'a
the foregoing scurces the color of the paint was not speeified, Dut

In

it is assumed the paint was white lead; local memory does not recaell
any other color for the Rostrum woodwork, (The iron work around the

platform and steps is painted black,)

6l.ottor, to Capte Jeo Me Marshall, Actng. Quartermaster, U.8. Army,

Baltimere, from Supt. G. Ae Haverfield, dated Oct. 11, 1879,
smrpw; Out Letter Book, Antietam National Cemetery (1879),
Ple .

TLetter to Capt. J. M, Marghall, Baltimore, from Supte W. A. Donaldson,
¥ay 15, 1880; Out Letter Book, Antietam National Cemetery, page Lle

8letter, to Lt. J. Mclilvray, AAGH, Baltimore, from Supt. Donaldson,
July 12, 1880; Out Letter Book, Antietam National Cemetery, page Le
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The outer perimester of the floor area is bound by swooth cut limestone
bloeks averaging 21, inches in width, These are supported by the red
brick walls of the rostrum base proper. The brick face of the walls
was laid with a panel effect, with gix different thicknesses in the
depth of the brick courses,

The only cbvious change in the strueture, referred to above, is in
the material covering the floar, Mach of it is now covered by
conerete, which appears to be of considerably later construction

than the other portions of the Rostrum, No recards have been discovered
which disclose the type of cover, if any, originally used. I suggest
that originally the floor surface, « flat platform area within the
retaining walls of the bridk foundation proper, consisted of tamped
earth, The swrface area surrounding the baeses of the brick columms
remains open; the packed earth is not quite flush with the paved floawr
around it.

Possibly the floor was left unpaved atl the time of construction to
facilitete growth of the vines thal were expected to cover the lattice
roof, ar "trellis," to provide shade and decaration. A local newspaper
reported shartly after completion of the rostrums "Grape vines, ivy
vines and ecanadensia have been planted around the rostrum, and ere long
this structure will be covered with these vines, not only adding
beauty but an agreeable shade on decaration eoeuim."

Ithe Hagerstown (4d.) Hersld Wednesday, July 16, 1879
g . derald and Toreh, s s B



Further reference to the rostrum vines may be found in the annual
Quartermaster reparts on mational cemeteries. 1861: “"Rostrum: It
is not as well covered with vines as could be desired., If however

the vines already planted should grow as well as may nuonnblvn
expected the plers, colums, etes, will be well covered,™C And %
1884s "The rostrum is in good condition and the vines cultivaied for
its adornment are tastefully arranged and present an atiractive

Appearsnceé, ¢ o “.11

Since 1960, most of the vines have been removed from the Rostrum,

This was done to allow repainting (white) of the lattice-work and

roof timbers; and to prevent further deterioration of the brick amm,
Access to the woodwork was prevented by the heavy growth of vines. !
And the vine roots were penetrating the lower brick joints.

Thickly leafed ivy remain on six of the twelve brick colums, Three i
of the colums have been almost enbirely cleared of the vines, and
three have vines in an unhealthy condition, Vines and other vegetation
grow in the unpaved areas around the column bases. (June, 196k.)

During the 1950's a variety of small evergreen trees were planted
around the base of the Rostrum, thus bresking the straight lines of
ita design and providing a less austere setting for the structure,.

Wpeport of Hajor C. We Fester, Quartermsster Inspecting Officer, to
the Quartermaster Ueneral, U.,S5. Army, vashington, D.C., dated

Uoepart of Majar C. Wa Poster, Quartermaster Inspecting Officer, to
Lt. Col, Wme D, Whipple, Asst. A.0., Governor's Island, New York
Harbor, dated May 19, 188l inspeetion of Antietam National Cemstery,
May 16 (National Archives).



Plan for Rostrum
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