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S • .ldll.1nistrat1Ye Data 

a. War Correspondents X•orial Arch, 

Orampton•a Gap. <•ot nuabered) 

b. The J.rch was erected as a ...orial. 

to the correspondents who covered 

the battles ot the Civil War; it 

will reaain as a ...or1al. 

o. Pmlda tor routin• aaintenance ot the 

structure and the grounds are pro­

vided in our regular appropriations. 

d.. tl.4.600 
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6. Historical De.ta 

!he aaall trapez1Wll plot ot land on which the 

War Correspondents .lr.ch atanu was once included 1n a 

105-acres purchase aade by George ilfred 'fownsend in 

187S. J.t that time, Mr. Townsend was an author achieving 

monetary sucoeas writing under the pen-aame ot •oath.• 

Be chose this site at Crampton'• Gap on South Mountain, 

with its apla.cl1d Tift ot the beautiful valley• on each 

,lde of the ri~•, as an ideal location tor ooaatructing 

bis writer•• den. !he number ot .buildings erected here 

by Townsend increased during the 188o • a and 1 90 •a to 

twenty, tiTe ot th• being stone residences. 

BaT1ng made a con-aiderab~e portion ot his 

tortune as a newapaper writer, and having begun his 

career as a Civil War Cor~eapondent tor the Iev York 

Herald., !O\ftl&end decided d~ring the •arl7 90' s that he 

ahoul~ sponsor a lasting memorial to the Civil Var 

journalists. Accorclingl7, Townsend turnisbed the 0.2 

acre plot of land, and 1n1tiated a popular subscription 

to help raise money tor conat:ructioa ot the m.e11orial arch. 

Pa.rt ot hia 105 acres along the ridge at 

Craaptonfa Gap lies in 
. 

Washington County (Md.) 
, 

and part 

·in J'reder1ck County Old.)• Towruum.d selected the site 

tor his proposed aonuaent to the newspaper ·artists an<l 
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WAR CORRESPONDENTS' ARCH, Crampton 1 s Gap 
on South Mountaino (Between 1942 and 19540) 
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correapondenta ot the Civil War near the heart ot h11 

property, near the highest point in the narrow pass, 

just a tew yards east of tbe count7 line. 

The widest dimension, ninet7~toar teat, 11 

the eastern line along which once extended a stone wall 

(the lower courses ot which remain). The wst aide, only 

ten feet long, and about sixty-eight teet east ot the 

Waahington-li'reder1ck county line, formerly vaa marked 

by an iron tence and gate. tthe iron post and woeen wire 

t ..oe once e~ended along both the north side, aeTenty­

.tive teat, six inches long, and along the south aide, 

••venty-nine feet long. Bad the north and aouth aides 

extended a tew aore teet to the west, they would haTe 

intersected, thus tor.ming a true triangle; this plot is 

popularly described as a triangle, anyway. 

The center ot the monuaant is about ti.tty teat 

east ot the west liJ'le of the plot, as marked by" remaining 

irOD. gate posts. These iron posted fence lines were not 

originally part ot the monU111.ent plot when the monmaent vaa 

dedicated, bat were installed during the juriadictien of 

the Var Department, and having aub1equentl7 fallen into 

#•repair tbl'ough neglect, all ot the wire and some ot the 

p9ata were r•oved attar aaintenance o~ the aite became a 
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Bational Puk Service responsibility. Several ot t~ 

lone posts remain as a barrier to automobile• along tb.e 

roadside edges ot the plot. 

Boat accounts ascribe the design. ot the ...orial 

arch to impressions made on •aath• by the architecture ot 
· 1 2 

a tire-eng1-e house and a railroad station 1n Hagerstown.- -

!wo dates are cited tor the year ot its completion: 1896 

ud 1898. The oornerstone in the structure iteelt beara 

the year 1896. A teature article in a Sun.day suppl....,_, 

s,tatea: "It was dedicated in 1896 and was turned over 

to the f!ederaJ:7 Govermunt 111 1904 by llr. Town.a_end.J. 
l 

By 190S, !01G1Send1s health aa well as his fortune declined, 

forcing hia to abandon his elaborate estate at Gaplaad. 

1 The Sundal Star, Washington, April 6, 1941,
Gravuer Sictlon, pages 6-7: "It emboclies 
the aost bizarre features ot a Jloorish Arch 
at a railway station and a tire house tower, 
both ot which had struck the writer's 
/!ownaend1s7 fancy.•

2 Jer intervrev with &upt. Milla, Gatbland State 
Park: The two buildings referred to in aboTe 
article were the Antietam. Pire Hall bell tower 
and the old B&O Station acroaa the street. 
!he lUl station ia no longer extent aad the bell 
tower has been relllOYed troa tae tire-egiae house. 

3 !he i\UldaY Star, Wa.ab.ington, April 6, 1941 • .!J?li• 
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Upon his death in 1914 all his Gap property, except 
1the arch which had already been deedbto the u. a. 

Government, was sold at a public auction. Be had, 

however. provided tor the future of one ot hie many 

stone structures at Crampton•a Gap, the memorial arch. 

When the u. a. Govermun.t had accepted the maaorial 

tan yeara earlier, it waa with the ~roviaion that this 

tribut~ to Civil War correspondents would be maintained 

as a public monuaent. !fhe War Departaent was aaaigaed 

thia reapona1b111,7 and placed it under the adllliniatration 

ot .Antietam. Batiaaal Battlefield lite. 

Br the till• this property was trans.tarred to 

the •ational Park ien1oe, .luguat 10, 1933, the otb.er 

portiona ot !cnm.send'• Gaplaad estate had changed b.aada 

a; nm1ber of t1Jll8a and had fallen into clereliction. lino• 

that date the other propertiea continued to change hand.a 

and to f\lrther deteriorate uatil 19Ji-.8 when the State ot 

Maryland acquired it and eatabliabed Gatblaad State titark 

at the Gap•.! lo the War Correapondenta llellorial .Arch at 

Cramptoa•a Gap now baa the etatua of federally owned. and 
. t 

park •ntirely aarromd•d. by a state owned and operated park. 

4 Letter on d1apla7 in Gatblu.d State Park 11111•••,
dated. J"uly .3, 1948, addressed to Joseph P. Xaylor,
Maryland Departaent ot State Poresta and Parka. 
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Since its acquisition by the Iatianal Park 

Service, as an outlying area of Antietam Iationa:J_ JSattle­

ti•ld Site. the Correapondenta Arch at Crampton1 a Gap. 

aix miles south ot !urner•s Gap on u. s • .Alternate l'loute 

40, and ten miles east ot Sharpsburg, the aonwaent has. 

receiYed ainor repair work. In 1934, the memorial arch 

waa repointed by a PWA project.2 On J'al7 25, 1942, a 
. 6 

••••r• electrical atora daaaged the aroh.- The weather-

·Tane on the south turret was knocked ott and 8 daaaged 

beyond repair.• fhrff (or tour) ot the oap stone• at 

and near the top ot tb.ie turret were dielodgecl by the 

lightning stroke and tell to the groUDd. BJ' December 

l, 1942,.! the three large, 200-pound cap atones had been 

replaced, a duplicate ot the weathervane had been in­

stalled, and aoae additional repair work not originally 

..ticipated had been completed. Thia included replacing 

part ot two courses ot paying brick aised atones which 
., 

supported. one ot the dialoclged capatones. Daring thia 

S Hagerstown Herald., August 10, 19.34, page unknown. 
6 l'PI ...orandmn to Jtegicmal Director, l!egion One, 

from Supt. c. L. •••'• .lntietaa Iational Battle­
field Site, dated ~uguat 1, 1942. 

7 BPS aeaorand.Ulll to Supt. Gettysburg Bational Milit&r7 
Park, :troa lupt. :lett, .lntietaa l'ational Battle­
field Site, dated Dec•ber 2, 1942. 
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repair, it was decided a lightning rod ahould be installed. 

'.l'he rod was attached to the north turret ot the monUlll8Bt 

bf the contractor who performed the repair work. 

In ~946 a proposal to add the DUl88 ot Brnie 

Pyle, Louis Creel, and other World War II correspondents 
8 

was aot approTed.- Begim>.ing in 19.53 requests tor the 

reaoval ot the two trees supposed. at that time to have 
. 9

been planted by Tovnauci- near the vest gate to the 

monuaent plot reaulted in the :r--.oval ot oae ot the trees 

in 19.58. The trees were aledged to have illlpaired the 
10

Yiew ot 1ia arch d.ea1red by photographers.-- In addition, 

one ot the trees was iatested with b••• which atuag aoae 

,_._ Qf the Yiaitors to the Gatbland State Park. 

The arch today appears as 1t did when origiaally 

o()D.Structed, with a tew ainor exeeptioaa. An iateniev 
11

with the present Superinteadeat ot Gatblan.d State !arr-

a:ad a atud:J ot the miscellaneous aa1;erial~ in h!a record.a 
.1 

disclosed some data apparently not &Ya1lable elsewhere. 

8 BPS meaorandum. to Supt., Antietam. Bational Battle­
field Site, from IPS Chief Historian Kahler, dated 
.lpril 6, 19.51·; and, Interioi- Departaent telegram 
to J. w. Colaan, .._oth Cave BP, trom. Supt. Paul 
H. Yoanger, J.ntietaa BBS, dated October 10, 1946. 

9 XPS JUaOran.dum to Director trom Supt. -B. W. Douat, 
.Antietam lUE, dated September 4, 1953. 

10 loo. cit. 
11 lupt.-ilrlla, at"hia park ottice, Crampton'• Gap, 

Xarylan4, .lpril 7, 1961. Inteniewed 'by 1.. L. 
Lagemarm, Park Historian, .Antietam •Bl 
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12A photograph made from an old glass slide-- ot the 

monmaent shows that once there was no fence around 

the plot; no trees_ had yet been planted near the west 

gate; six cannon 'barrels stood vertically in a row 

along the north bouncl.arJ; the Bew Jersey Brigade Monu­

ment had not yet been installed; but that the tour 

cast iron War Department tablets had alreaq been 

mounted along the east end ot the south boundary-. 

Furthermore, on the atructure.ot the arch itself, at 

the time this picture was taken, the weathervane was 

in place oa the south turJJ,tJ there were no ligh.tning 

rods; and a ball-topped tlag pole about twenty or
'.
twenty-tive teet high (estimated by iw proportion to 

other known diaenaions ot the structure) was then 

mounted on .top ot the north turret. ~postcard, 
a 

quite evidently/colored copy of the glass slide view 

of the monuaent, dates the above description as not 

later than 1913. '.fh.is card, copyrighted bJ Ha7a Brothers 

(Hagerstown), #400,819, waa mailed to RllhreraTille from 

Hagerstown and was postmarked in 1913 • 

.l photograpb. ot the aonuaent taken in 194].,.
'.and now in the Gatbland ause\1111, shows the weathervane 

12 Picture ovaed. by Jira. Wm. Baker, 229 1f. Locust 
Street, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
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still in place; but shows no lightning rod, nor the 

tlag pole. One ot the.employees ot-the state park 

lived in. the Ulllediate viclnit7 ot the Gap during 

1929-31~ and states that tb.e flag ~ole waa still atop 

the aonumaat then. '!he iron fence showa clearly 1a 

tae 1941 photograph, as does the••• Jer1ey aon1111-.t 

just east ot the west gate; 'l'b.e apeoiticationa ot th• 

contract tor the repair work 1n 194~ required the 

mortar to be ot the aaae texture and color aa the 

original; replaced atones were to be nbbed. with ~•and• 

stone to match the weathering ot the. original ston••• 

Minor Ulllage bas been in.tlicrted on the statuary dec­

orations by vanclala. loJle of the inacr1pt1ona are 

- scarcely legible, d11e to weathering. The iron posted 

fence around the north, west, and aqath aides ot the 

aoaaent plot have been reaoved. Soae atones ha'V'e been 

reaoved. troa the wall on the east s14•• md the lat 

13 Short fora contract between u. s. Dept/. of 
Interior, BPS, Gett1sburg •ational H111t&l'f 
Park,. and Hamaker Brothers (Oontractor) 1_ 
'fhurm.on.t, llaryland., dated October 19, 19~, 
t1Ye pages; in .tile •032•, Antietam •ational 
Battletield Site O:ttice, Sharpa'burg, Xaryland. 
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l&
• .,, Jersey Brigade atone marker with its bronze plaque 

ha.a since been erected between the arch and the weat 

gate to the plot. But 1n the main. tbe Correaponcleate 

Heaorial .Arch today presents the aaae appearance aa 

when it was dedicated. 

15
The aoooapaayilag drawing aaowa the main 

at-chitectural 4eta11a, including pertinent d!aenaione. 

The 'bro1111 atone tablet on th.e north elevation has cut 

into it letter• reading:. lttfo the Anq Oorreapoadeta 

and .lrtiata 1861-6.5, Whose toils cheered the eampa, 

thrilled tb.e tireaide, • • • • Erected bJ Subscription 

l~tf.• The aott atone tablet on the aouth elevation,-
wp.ich ia badly weathered, be.ara ten quota·t1Qlla raging 

14 Inecription. on.plaque: •Pirat •ev J•~••Y 
Br1gad.e, lat, 2nd, )rd, 4th Iatantrr-··and 
Hez-aaer•a Batter,, Septeaber 14, 1662. Late 
1n the atteraoon.the brigade adyaaced tr011 the 
tields nortla ad west ot.Bllrld.ttaville, charged 
up the mountain, carried this point, and fol­

'; 1 lowed the •atllJ to the west toot ot the aoun­
tain. Losa 1n the brigade 40 killed, 1.34 wouacled. 

1.5 Copy, B'Pl-.&nt/BS-9020, ot 'blueprint atitled: 
"W.il OODBSPO.DDTS MOHUMEft. C!WO"l'OB'S P.lSS,
SOUTH·M!., 1 mile B.w. of Burkittaville, Mel. 
Drawn by J. Va. lchDe'bly C. E. trOJJl notes by
Capt. J. ~. Beckenbaugh & J. w. a. J.ntietaa 
Bational c..tary O~tiee. Sharpsburf, Kd• 
.lpril. 11, 1934. Scale: 1/8• • 1'-0 .• 
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in aourc.e from. the Bible to MacGahan at Khiva 1n 1873, 

and including Henry JI. Stanley's 0 :or. Livingston, I 

preauae,• ot 1871. 

The cornerstone in the north-east corner, at 

the height ot the "SPEED" plaque, ia inscribed •sept. 

14, 62-96, • representing the dates ot the Battle ot 

South Mountain (1862) and ot the cleclioation ot the 

arch (1896). ho tablets ot a tairly dtira'ble atone 

on the east elevation liat the D.llllea ot 106 C1Yil War 

o•rreapoadenta (Unien), twent7-nine aaaea la~eled sillpl7 

•southern,• and sixteen naaes ot J.rtiata (iaclad.ing 

llatthew Brady). Details ot the vest (tront) eleYaticm 

may be exudneci in the photograph on page 5 ot this 

report. Daaaged portions include: 1. Ot the two red 

c~ent horse heads, the aoutb.ern one has the lover jaw 

IQld right ear shot ottJ 2. The tainiD.e tront-tace tigure 

above the word "SPEED" has aeveral nicka ia it; and 3. 

Tll• pointing between some of the ke7stones 1n the lower 

(~in) arch haa fallen out. !he top ot the north tarret 

1, out ot plmab, but the atones ot this crenelated turret 

d9 not ••ea to 'be loo••• 

Since the Gathl.and State Park waa d.edieatecl, 

:IQvea'ber 14, 19$8, Yery aotieabl• iaproveaents aad :r•-
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habilitation have been made in the character and appearance 

ot the land surrounding the War Correapond•nta Arch. The 

nuaber of visitors to the park has greatly increased each 

succeeding year. Superintendent Mills reports that on 

s\llllUr Sundays when nearly every apace at the m&DJ' picnic 

tables just north ot the .lrch is filled, he receives 

countless inquiries on the arch and its history. ••-
, l,Q 

centl7 over~urea to the Bational Park Service tor the 

tranaterral of the aonuaent and plot to the State were 

declined. 

The outside interpretive exhibit plan tor 

Antietam. Bational Battlefield Site currently being coa­- pleted by the Xational Park Service,J!uaema Laborato!'J' 

Bac:htbit Planning , ... includes a permanent installation 

interpreting the Battle of South MoUDtain and the War 

Correapondents .ireh on thia aonU1181lt plot. 

Therefore, these several factors, renecting 

an increased awareness ot the value ot the Arch to present 

and future visitor•~ 1n addition to;the ~aaio requir....t 

16 BPS aeaorandua to Supt. H. w. l)c,uat, Antietam. 
Bational Battletield Site, trea Supt. E. M. Dale, 
Cb.esapeake & Ohio Canal 1111P Project, dated 
ITov..ber 24. 19'8; and BPS ....rand.ma to Jtegioaal
Director, ltegion PiTe, from Supt. Douat, dated. 
Dec..~er 1, 19.58-. 
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ot preserving the aonmnent physically intact, are 

timely ·rea.aona tor repairing this structure and ke9.p­

ing it up to Iational Park Service standards ot main­

teaace. Soae re-landscaping ot the aonwaant plot will 

be proposed in the new roadai&e interpretive exhibit 

p~an referred to be.tore • 

•!his aeaora&l is popularly reputed to be 

•tu only m.onaent to War Correspondents in tb.e world.• 

'l'o the beat ot.., knowledge, there are no other aonu• 

aents, in the United ltttas, at least, to correspondents 

ot any vars, although soae 1nd1Tiduala haYe been aonu-

118llte4. Because thia.aonW1Bnt waa dedicated to Civil 

Var·correspondants it ia appropriate that it be directly 

r,lated with a Civil War •ational Battlefield lite, rather 

t~ associated with a state recreational park. 

!his writer doe• aot now envisage a need tor 

turther research on this subject. 

Bobert L. LagellUUUl
Park Historian 
utietaa •·ational Battletielc1 Site 
)Ja7 18, 1961 
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ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

A. DESCRIPTION OF STRUCTURE 

The structure is constructed of native rubble stone with 

arches of brownstone and limestone. On the north and 

south ends are brownstone panels. Brick and terra eotta 

panels are set in the east and west facades. 

On the north end rises a tower 9 feet by 6 feet to a high 

point of 55 feet above the ground. Approxillately 26 feet 

above the gro11nd on the west side is a niche containing a 

stat•e. The top of the tower is finished with battlements 

copped with native rubble stone. From the center of this 

tower a flagpole rose about 20 feet. 

The south tower is 2 feet by 7 feet foraing a tee with the 

center wall and extending approximately 45 feet above the 

ground. It was originally surmounted by a metal weather­

vane since removed. 

Photographs attached show the conditions in 1954. 

above the main arch is a series of three arches formed with 

rock fare limestone. 
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B. PRESENT CONDITION OF FABRIC 

Generally the structural condition of the monument is good. 

Some mortar joints are showing signs of deterioration. One 

terracotta panel with horses head is slightly damaged. The 

original flagpole and weathervane have been removed follow­

ing dam.age by lightning. 

C. ARCHITECTURAL INVESTIGATION 

Further architectural investigation is not deemed necessary at 

this time. 

D. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that: (1) All mortar joints in the monument 

be raked to a depth of lt" and repointed to match the existing 

color. (2) Structurally unsound stone, brick or terracotta 

be replaced. (3) Flagpole and weathervane be replaced and 

lightning protection be installed. (4) Stone wall defining 

the original delta shaped plot of land be restored. (5) Land­

scape treatment in keeping with field interpretative exhibits 

be accomplished. (6) Tree intruding on the view be removed. 

2 


	ANTI 011 File Unit 011_001
	ANTI 011 File Unit 011_002
	ANTI 011 File Unit 011_003
	ANTI 011 File Unit 011_004
	ANTI 011 File Unit 011_005
	ANTI 011 File Unit 011_006
	ANTI 011 File Unit 011_007



