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I. FOREWORD

The County Court House building of 1846, was finally
realized in the Spring of 1964, when its reconstruction was
completed. The reconstruction of this building has long been
a desire of the local citizens of Appomattox.

The effect that this structure has on the visual
unification of the "Village Square" is pleasing. The "Public
Square" will be even more unified visually, when the total
landscape plan is completed, e.g., the erection of the
octagonal post.and rail fence, the reconstruction of the well
house, the placement of walks and the planting of trees and
grass.

Justification for reconstruction of the building
was based upon the use of the interior as a Visitor Center.
Hence, the exterior is a replica of the Court House of 1846,
while the interior is an adaption of a modern Visitor Center,
functioning as an introduction the the visitor in the inter-

pretation of the Village area.

Orville W. Carroll
Architect
November 1964



II. HISTORICAL DATA

A. The Master Plan

The County Court House is indicated on the Base Map of
the Master Plan as building No. 1, and the County Well as
building No. la.

The original location of the "Village Green", which
was to contain a Court House and County Jail, was laid out east
of the Clover Hill Tavern by "...Sixteen Justices and the

"

comissioners..." on March 6, 18&5.1 This idea apparently ended
in disagreement and the location was later changed to a two
acre square, situated directly south of the Clover Hill Tavern,
much as it exists today.

It is the author's contention that the selection of
the site for the Court House was influenced by the original
location of the Richmond-Lynchburg Road; hence, the building
sets some 27'-4" off-center of the square to the south, aligning
its east and west entrances opposite the axis of the roadway.
Along the east-west axis, the building was aligned due south

of the Clover Hill Tavern, making the structure some 77'-6"

off center of the two acre square. (The Tavern and the Court

1Cauble, Frank P., "Cultural History as of 1865 of the Village
Green in Appomattox Court House," 1959. Typescript, pp. 4-5.
Study on file at Appomattox Court House National Historical
Park, Virginia.
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House walls miss being in-line by about two feet). One can
see that the classical or symmetrical approach to planning
influenced the decisions of the County officials.

B. Historic Structures Report

1. A documentary study of the land ownership of the
Clover Hill tract, including the site of the "Village Green,"
was compiled and written by NPS Historién Ralph Happel in his
report entitled "Documentary Survey of the Clover Hill Tavern
and Outbuildings," 1956. The typescript copy is on file at
ACHNHP. This report contains all of the information relating
to the ownership of the land upon which the Court House
building stands.

2. Two reports written by Frank P. Cauble, Research
Historian, in 1959, contain all the known information and
documents on the background (other than the land ownership)
of the "Public Square" and the Court House building. These
reports are entitled (1) "Cultural History as of 1865 of the
Village Green in Appomattox Court House" and (2) "Docrmented
Report on the Appomattox Court House Building at Appomattox

Court House National Historical Park."



ITII. ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA

An archeological investigation of the Court House site was
conducted by Edward Larabee, Contracting Archeologist, in the
Summer of 1960. His report entitled, "Archeological Exploration
of the Court House Building and Square," (1961) contains most
of the known facts relating to the physical features of the
structure. Artifacts gleaned from the excavation are recorded

and stored at Appomattox Court House National Historical Park.
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IV. ARCHITECTURAL DATA

A. Contractural Drawings

The preliminary design of the Court House was provided
by the Architectural Design Division of the Eastern Office,
Design and Construction. A contract was drawn up between the
National Park Service (EODC) and Architect J. Everette Fauber,
A.I.A., of Lynchburg, Virginia to "Furnish final working
drawings and specifications for all architectural, structural,
engineering, plumbing, electrical, lighting, audio visual, etc.,
necessary to complete the reconstruction of the Appomattox
Court House." Sixteen sheets of working drawings covering the
complete job were submitted by Mr. Fauber's office on May 16,
1963. Two additional sheets, 6a and 6b, were submitted
September 6, 1963, in an attempt to correct architectural
errors relating to the exterior restoration. These drawings
are included in the appendix as part of this report.

B. Exterior Restoration Work

The architectural details used in the reconstruction
of the exterior of the Court House building were derived from
three photographic sources; two photographs from the Brady
Collection, Library of Congress, Nos. 219 and 222, taken by

0'Sullivan, ca. April, 1865, showing the west elevation, and
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one photograph, ca. 1880's, taken from the southwest, photo-
grapher unknown. When the archeological work was completed
in 1960, more accurate details were measured directly from
the original building materials found on the site. Such was
the case when one of the original stone window sills was un-
covered during removal of the brick debris left from the fire
of 1892 (See Illustration No. 45). All of the building
materials are carefully catalogued and stored in an enclosed
room at the Utility Area, Appomattox Court House NHP.

1. Excavation, Grading and Site Preparation

Additional excavation for the footings along
the east, south and west walls was necessary when brick debris
was encountered at the foundation level, as shown on the
architectural drawings. This was also true of the first floor,
where brick debris, left from the fire of 1892, covered about
one-third of the south floor area, creating an unstable ground
condition for the support of the concrete floor slab. The
contractor corrected these unsatisfactory ground conditions by
excavating to undisturbed soil, removing the brick debris, and
backfilling with crushed stone. The Contractor was reimbursed
for the extra work involved. (See Illustration No. 4).

Changes were made in the original architectural
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drawings as to the location of the 6" vitrified clay tile drains
connecting the roof downspouts, and the two floor drains in the
air intake and air exhaust pits. To prevent the possibility of
sewer gases leaking back into the building, the air pit drains
were removed from the building sewer line and connected directly
to the tile drains serving the downspouts. These drains, in
turn, connect to an underground culvert located under the old
Richmond-Lynchburg Stage Road, and empties as surface water
west of the County Jail.

The West porch drain lines, two vertical 2-1/2"
galvanized pipes placed within the block wall voids, were
already set when the decision was made to lower the first
floor porch elevation approximately six inches (See Sheet 6a);
consequently, to avoid a building conflict, the two west porch
downspouts were connected to the v.c. drain line serving the
south side of the building.

2. Concrete

Finishing of the concrete floor slab was done by
McGuire and Johnson of Lynchburg, Virginia. Pouring of the
concrete footings was accomplished by the Contractor. Concrete

mix was furnished by J. E. Sears & Co. of Appomattox.



3. Masonry and Stone Work

The brick and block wall masonry work was done by
the Rach Brothers of Appomattox. The stone work was set in
prlace by C. M. Worsham of Lynchburg, Virginia. The exterior
bricks are hand-made and were manufactured by the Locher Brick
Company of Glasgow, Virginia. The stone is Indiana limestone.

Twelve original bricks in good condition were re-
used in the first floor exterior west wall, adjacent to the
door jamb, on the south side of the door about mid-way up the
door height. Very few of the original bricks uncovered during
the excavation were full sized units.

A drafting error was made in the dimensions of the
approved set of architectural drawings between the first and
second floor window and door openings on the east and west
facades. These dimensions, as shown, did not correspond to
the required number of brick courses as seen in the photograph
of 1865. To correct this error, Sheet Nos. 6a and 6b were
drawn up to indicate the required number of brick courses be-
tween the windows. A revised drawing showing a section through
the porch, was drawn to correct the heights of the first and
second floor entrance doors in relationship to the transom,
lintel, porch ceilings and brick coursing. This correction

is shown on Sheet No. 6b.



4. Structural Steel

The location of the two steel roof trusses were
moved to a point 20'-0" from the exterior building wall to
permit the roof pitch to remain uniform on all four roof
slopes. The moving of the roof trusses shortened the length
of the roof ridge, matching it more nearly with the historic
photograph of 1865.

5. Carpentry and Millwork

As the job progressed several adjustments were
made to the approved plans. The dimensional changes to the
doors and windows were noted under Masonry and Stone Work,
Section No. 3. Additional changes were made to the porch
column lengths and width; length and tapering the porch
pilasters; height and design of the porch newel posts; height
and design of the cast iron newel post for the exterior stone
steps and redesign of the porch dentil work. A major change
was made in the overall size of the theatre, second floor,
necessitated again by a dimensional error in the architectural
drawings which incorrectly located the position of the footing
and pipe columns supporting the laminated stair well beams.

6. Lath and Plaster

Beaded boards were substituted for the lath and
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plaster on all the porch ceilings. The wooden ceilings are more
in keeping with the historic details of the Appomattox area. 1In
the interest of fire protection, a metal lath and a one inch
thick plaster ceiling were placed in the furnace room. The
original plans specified an exposed ceiling of bar joists.

7. Miscellaneous and Ornamental Metal

The cast iron newel post located at the base of the
exterior stone steps was patterned and formed in the Lynchburg
Foundry, as were the cast iron shutter hinges. The shutter
hinges were donated to the Park by the Lynchburg Foundry. The
Montague-Betts Cqmpany of Lynchburg supplied the bulk of
ornamental metal and fabricated the wrought iron hand rail and
pickets for the exterior stone stairway and the steel supports
for the multiple auditorium seating.

8. Roofing and Sheet Metal

Fabrication and installation of the 40 pound tin
shingle roof, downspouts and gutters was done by Consumers
Company of Lynchburg. All metal work was primed on both sides
prior to fabrication and final painting. The gutters were
fabricated from galvanized steel in 20 foot sections to achieve

more rigidity and strength. A false bead was then soldered on
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the exterior surface every 14 inches to simulate the construction
techniques of 1846,

C. Interior Finish

The interior finish, in general, was completed as in-
dicated on the working drawings. The main stairway was reduced
in width because of a dimensional error, previously mentioned.
The information desk, first floor lobby was redesigned for the
same reason. Sheet 10 shows a space occupied by the counter
as being 9'-8" whereas its actual dimension was 11'-8".

D. Fence and Well House

The design of the octagonal post and rail fence
surrounding the Court House is well documented. It is well
illustrated in the T. 0'Sullivan photographs of 1865 (Brady
Collection, Library of Congress, Nos. 219 and 222). Archeo-
logical investigations in 1960, located the fence line to the
north and west, but no evidence was found to establish the east
and south boundries. It was assumed that the fence was built
somewhat symmetrically around the building and that the south
and east fence lines were approximately the same distance away
from the Court House. In a lithograph sketch by W. Weber, in
1865, there is a northeast view of the Court House. Shown in

the sketch is a rather crudely drawn octagonal fence surrounding
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the building. What is more important in the sketch, is the
inclusion of a well house on the south side of the building,
located on the fence line. The well site, found during road
excavations in July, 1964, establishes the south boundry of
the fence. The distance of the fence (and well) from the
Court House very nearly matches the distance of the fence
boundry on the north side of the building.

If we accept the validity of the Weber sketch of
1865, showing the well house located on the south fence line,
then we have established the location of the southern boundry
of the fence. Archeological examination of the site in July
of 1964, did not uncover any evidence of fence post molds
after the overburden soil from the road fill was removed;
therefore, we will have to accept the evidence supported by
the Weber drawing of 1865, in locating the south fence line.

The well house building itself is shown in the Weber
drawing as being a structure very similar to the McLean Well
House. The small cupola-like form on the roof (which the
McLean Well House contains) is not shown. Another exception
in the design would be an additional access into the Well
House interior, making it possible to enter the Well House
from the Stage Road as well as from the Court House enclosure.
There probably was a watering trough for horses located near the
Well House on the outside of the fence. Both of these features

should be reconstructed.
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 1

Trench on west wall prepared for
concrete pouring. View loocking north toward

the Clover Hill Tavern.

Photo: DNational Park Service
Ed Benner, August 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 2

Pouring concrete footings along the
north wall. The two broadened bases are for

the chimney construction.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, August 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 3

Laborer, Blaine Carter, spreading
gravel fill in preparation for pouring the con-
crete floor slab. The duct work in the fore-

ground is for the heating-cooling system.

Photo: National Park Service
Ed Benner, September 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. L

Removing the brick rubble fill of
1892 from the south half of the Court House
site after construction work had begun. The
brick rubble was not encountered until the
pier footings for the pipe columns were

excavated.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, August 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 5

Brick masons in process of laying
cinder blocks that form the inner core of the

south wall.

Photo: National Park Service
Ed Benner, September 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 6

Brick masons laying the 12" cinder
block base for the 8" partition wall on the
first floor. The string line represents the

level of the first floor.

Photo: National Park Service
orville W. Carroll, August 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 7

24" transite pipe connected to the
air intake pit, left of photograph. Eventual
hook-up leads to the cooling tower (air con-
ditioning system) located in the mechanical

equipment room on the first floor.

Photo: National Park Service
Ed Benner, September 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 8

Looking along the north wall where
two chimney bases are incorporated into the
cinder block wall. Much of the void space of
the chimneys was used for duct work for the

heating-cooling system.

Photo: ©National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, August 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 9

Contractor Jamerson placing rein-
forcing steel before formwork is built and con-
crete is poured for the fresh air intake pit,

north side of the building.

Photo: ©National Park Service
Ed Benner, September 1963

Neg. On file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 10

Sheet metal ducts buried under the
concrete floor slab receive a 3" coating of
asbestos~cement insulation. First floor

lobby.

Photo: National Park Service
Ed Benner, September 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 11

Workmen installing rigid fiberglass
insulation around sheet metal ducts placed
within the two north chimney blocks, north

wall of building.

Photo: National Park Service
Ed Benner, September 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






JLLUSTRATION NO. 12

A view from the southwest shows
the partially laid cinder block and brick

veneer walls.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, October 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 13

Metal bar joists rest upon steel
angles bolted to the sides of the laminated
beam supporting the second floor. View of

Lobby area, first floor.

Photo: National Park Service
Ed Benner, October 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 1k

6" v.c. tile functions as the drain
for all the roof water of the west porch and
the south half portion of the main roof and
the south half portion of the east porch roof.
Another tile line drains the roof water from
the north half of the main roof and the north
half of the east porch roof. This drain is

located on the north side of the building.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, October 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 15

6" v.c. tile sewer line extending
from the east wall of the Court House and
connecting to the existing sewer system of

the Park, east of the County Jail.

Photo: National Park Service
Ed Benner, September 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 16

Machine finishing the concrete
floor slab on the second floor level.
Opening in foreground is stairwell from the
first floor. The insulated duct work in the
background is for the heating-cooling system

placed in the void of the two north chimneys.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, October 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 17

Exterior view of building progress
as seen from the southwest. The brick masons
are laying both the cinder blocks and hand-

made bricks in the exterior wall.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W, Carroll, October 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 18

The masons are shown completing
the final course of cinder blocks on the
north wall. The duct work for the heating-
cooling system is shown as the elbows turn
out of the chimney voids into the suspended

ceiling space of the second floor.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, October 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 19

One of two steel trusses being
lowered into place by a mobile crane.
Positioning of the trusses varies from the
working drawings in order to attain a true

hip roof pitch on all four roof surfaces.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, November 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 20

Workmen are shown installing the
attic ceiling joists and cornice lookouts.
The rafters are to be framed in between the

two steel trusses.

Photo: National Park Service
orville W. Carroll, November 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






TLLUSTRATION NO. 21

A view from the porch of Meek's
Store. The carpenters are starting to cut
the roof rafters and install them between

the two steel trusses.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, November 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO, 22

The stone masons are setting the
stone window sills in the east wall.
Precedent for the stone window sills are
justified in Illustration No. 45, which
shows one sill uncovered during removal of
brick rubble. The carpenters continue to
cut and install the jack rafters for the

roof construction.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, November 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 23

By November 19th, the brick work
had progressed beyond the window sills of
the second floor level. A view from the

southeast.

Photo:; National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, November 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 24

The chimney stems being constructed
on the south wall. Built to the dimensions
shown on the working drawings which later
turned out to be larger than the original

chimney stems.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, November 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 25

Workmen are shown framing the

roof of the east porch.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, December 1963

Neg. cn file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION No. 26

A view of the cornice construction
and the upper part of the exterior wall at
the attic plate level. A slight modification
was made from the working drawings in order
to permit the erection of the roof con-
struction prior to the completion of the
brick veneer wall. Pressure treated lumber
was used for the members in the short stud

wall immediately in back of the frieze board.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, January 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 27

Carpenters installing the wooden
members of the main roof cornice. Most of
the porch cornice has been completed. View

looking west.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, January 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 28

Looking northeast. The roof work
has started with the partial installation of

the roof gutters and tin shingles.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, February 196k

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 29

Mr. Williams from the Consumer's
Company of Lynchburg, Virginia, is shown
nailing on the L0 pound tin shingles over
one layer of 40 pound saturated felt covered
with rosin paper. The shingles were shop
painted one coat before installation and two

coats of Dixon's roof paint after installation.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, February 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 30

Mr. Campbell, stonesetter and
helper, roll the top step into position
on the east side of the Court House building.

The space under the steps was left void.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, April 196k

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 31

By mid-April, much of the exterior
work was completed. Inclement weather pre-
vented the complete painting of the roof by

this time.

Photo: ©National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, April 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 32

View from the northeast after
final installation of the exterior stair

balustrade and shutters.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, July 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 33

North elevation as seen from the

porch of the Clover Hill Tavern.

Photo: ©National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, July 1964

Teg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 3k

The 2000 gallon fuel oil tank was
buried on the northeast side of the building
adjacent to the exhaust air pit. This view
shows the almost complete installation of the
fuel oil supply pipes, the levelometer line
and the ventilation pipe extending to the

wall near the downspout.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, March 196k

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 35

An interior view of the southwest
corner of the Lobby. Left to right, W. E.
Jamerson, Contractor; G. E. Steele, Superin-
tendent, ACHNHP; J. E. Fauber, Architect,
Lynchburg, Virginia. Discussion concerned
the stairwell construction which was built
to working drawing dimensions later proven

to be incorrect.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, December 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 36

Wall framing for the theatre on
the second floor. Pressure treated plates
were used wherever contact was made with

masonry.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, December 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NC. 37

The beginning of the interior

stair installation, Lobby of first floor.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, March 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 38

Plastering of the second floor
stairway and exhibit areas. Entrances to

the theatre is to the right.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, February 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 39

View of the completed stairway

from the Lobby.

Photo: National Park Service, EODC
Boucher, May 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 4O

View of the information desk,

Lobby area, first floor.

Photo: National Park Service, EODC
Boucher, May 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. L1

The Assembly Room (theatre) on the

second floor, looking north.

Photo: National Park Service, EODC
Boucher, May 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. L2

A portion of the mechanical
equipment room, first floor, showing the
oil-fired furnace, right, and part of the

heating-cooling duct work.

Photo: National Park Service, EODC
Boucher, May 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 43

A demonstration of the operation
of the fire dampers that were installed at
the second floor level in the four sheet
metal heating-cooling ducts running from
the first floor to the second floor of the
furnace room. This photograph shows the
damper in the open position with the fuseable
link on the left hand side and the catch on
the right. When fuseable link melts and
separates (due to excessive heat), the
baffles fall into a closed position and are
held closed by the catch. Release of the
catch and replacement of fuse is necessary
before the mechanical equipment is operated

again.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, February 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






TILLUSTRATION NO. Lk

Access to the catch and fuseable
link of the damper located in the return air
duct leading from the theatre to air con-
ditioning unit No. 3 (located in the furnace
room). View is from the furnace room with
Unit No. 3 to the left. Ceiling opening is

directly under the theatre stage above.

Photo: National Park Service
Orville W. Carroll, February 1964

Neg. on file ACHNHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 45

An original stone window sill found
within the brick debris removed from the south
half of the Court House foundation site.

Contractor W. E. "Bill" Jamerson at right.

Photo: National Park Service
G. E. Steele, August 1963

Neg. on file ACHNHP
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Unit No. 1 2 3
Manufacturer Carrier Carrier Carrier
Model No. SORL SOR6 SOR6
Sensible Load 30,955 btw/hr 13,469 btu/hr 28,937 btu/hr
Latent Load 9,213 btu/hr 12,17k btu/br 23,346 btu/br
Unit Capacity (Total) 38,000 btu/hr 63,000 btu/hr 63,000 btu/hr
cm 1200 2000 2000
Condensing Temp. 105° 105° 105°
Heating Loed 55,713 bta/hr 76,809 38,378 btu/hr
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