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DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF 31UDY

The scope of this study embraces a dooumented re-
port, covering all available infomation, on the
Appomattox Court House Building at the Appomattox Court
House National Historieal Park,

This historical survey is negessary begause the
original Court House is no longer in existence, The old
Jourt House building burned on February 1, 1892, and
no trace of 1%t novw remains above the ground level, All
Appomattox County resords, except the land tax books,
were destroyed in the 1882 fire.

fhe destrustion of the Court House by fire and the
lack of offieial county records make detailed hist.aricd
research doubly essential, Investigations and inter-
views lhave to be pursued and all available records have
%o be carefully studied in order thet the contemplated
restoration of the old Court House can be an suthentie
and trustworthy reprodustion of the original building.

All who are interested in the restoration of the
0ld Court House building realize the importance of
Appomattox as a national historical shrine., The Court
House and other buildings will be points of interest
for the thousands of people who will visit Appomatiox



Gourt louse National Histordeal Park in the yonrs So
30M0.
FORIATION OF APPOMATIOX CGOUNTY

hoe aot establishing the County of Appomatiox was
pasased by the Virginia Legislature u‘?;bruy 8, 1845,
and went into effeat on kay 1, 1848,

For a number of yesrs prior So 1845, thero had been
a considerable amount of agitation smong some of the
residents of Buskinghsm, Cempbell, Gharlette, and Prince
fdward counties for the eatsblishment of this new county,

The oltizens vho favored this movement felf that a
new county should be established, out of the lopge sure
rounding sounties, so that a sourt of justise ocould be
plaged within whet was then a reasonable distance of
the people. At that peried, travelling from ome county
seat o another was a slow and laborious, if not danger-
ous, task, Host of the raral yoads in Virginia were so
wrotched that they hardly deserved the name of roadsg
bridges were quite often broken down; ocombry lawyers,
riding on horsebask or Stravelling by stage, found 1t
diffionlt %o cover ocireuits of any groat longth. ok

The formation of Appomattox Counby and the losation
of a Court House at the town of Clover M1l made a seat
of justice no farther than 14 miles away from any resie-



dent of the new sounty.
AUTHORIZATION OF CONSTRUCTION OF COURTY HOUSE

When Appomattox County was offisially esbeblished by
sn 20t of the Virginia Legislature, the eroction of a
gourt House bulilding was made mandatory.

Asgording %o The Reviszed Code of the Laws of Virm
Volume I, published in 1819, every Virginiea county was
roquired to ereet a "good and conveniont” CUourt House and
koep it in good repair,

From time to time, fovever hereafter, the osourt of

every county and corporation within im- Gormons

wealth, shall cause to be erected and lkep® in repair

(e, whore She same shall b6 Alvesdy WEtiS, Shall

mointain and keep in good repeir,) within each re-

spective sounty and eorporation, one good and son= (3)

venient court-house of stene, brick, or timborc.. .

I% should be noted that this law respooting court
houses in Virginia did not stipulate any minimum smount
as the eost of the building or specify any minimm size.

In keeping with the provisions of this law, and in
assordance with the further provisions of tho legislative
26t vhioch established the County of Appomabtom, the proper
sounty officials procesded with the erection of a Court
Fouse building in the town of Clover Hill, the place
designated as the oouty‘ l:n’ by the legislative aet which

established the sounty.




SITE OF THE COURT HOUSE BUILDITG

Although the legislative ast which established the
Gounty of sppomattox offieially designated the sibte of
the Court House building as "(lover nuu_..' this neme
never had much appeal and soon gave :n popular usage
to the name of Appomattox Court House. Thas 4% was
that the Court fouse gave the taya i1%s namo, Later on,
besause of the fortunes of war, the name of lppomation
Court House became kmown throughout the civilised world
and ’m little town became r:u:u: as "the sountry village
that history made immortal."”

The natural setting of the Court Houso building was
a rather typieal raral setting. It s losated in a grove
of logust trees and was surrounded by an unpainied post
mengo’amsumgh.um stiles on the eash
and weat. The exast shape and losation of the fanoe
will be shown by archeclogiesl investigations, \

a? %n;d surrounding the Court Houwse was a two-aore
SERArO. This was in keeping with the law pespeocting
sourt houses in Virginia, which stipulated that a site
sonteining at least two sores was considered desirable for
e Court House building.

Where leand shall not be already provided and eppropri-

ated for that purpose, such court may Bwo

res, whereon to ereot the said publie bulldings,

a
for the use of their county or corpora md for
ne other use whatsocever. ( 9 ) i e



In assordance with this 1817 law, the legislative
ast which established the County of Appomatiox authorized
the sounty sourt of Appomattox County %o

provide a lot or lots of land at said plase / Glover

§111 /7, not exgeeding two acres, {(unless more be

furmished by donation, in which c¢ase the justices

may Seke amd hold the same, provided the same ahall

not eoxceed five acres, and a full and uﬁ.ofaunzh.

titleo be made thereteo,) and upon which te erect
gourthouse and sush other negessary public baildings

and fixtures as the sonveniense of the sounty reguires

under existing laws for helding courts and conducting

business ineident thereto... « ( 10 )
EXAGT LOCATION OF THE OURT HOUSE

on Iaﬁh 6, 1845, an effort was made to losate the
gourt House east of the Tavern so as to make the building
Fango with the Tavers and be equidistant betwoen the Tavem
and the astabdle. This unwise and premature plen, made
before the eounty offieislly eame into being, was later
discarded and the Court 'lloun was placed on a twoe-acre
tyaot of land in the center of the town of Clover nut
the site being donated by o&mm Semuel D. HoDeammon, (1:3’)

The long axis of the building ran north and south,

The west side of the building was the front side, vhich
made the let side the back aside.

A good indlcation of the exast losation of the Court
House on i%a twoe-aore aguare of land is furnished by a sure
veyor?a stome whioh is 3till standing. A photograph of the
old Court fouse shows this stome as about 20'-25' from the

west main wall of the building and about 12' from the



{ 1¢)
lower Court House porsh.

Avcheological investigation will pin-point the exset
loeation of the Court House building by uneovering the
original foundation, _

GENERAL, APPBARANCE OF THE COURT HOUSE

The o0ld villege of Appomattox Court House was & rether
typisal nineteenth-gsentury raral Virginie village; the box-
1like sppoarance of the old Court House was quite similar teo
that of many other ™aral sourt houses in the 914 Dominion,

A general deseription of the village and Court House
at Spotaylvanie Court House by Bruce Catton iz an almost
perfeat ploture of the villasge and Court House at Appoe
mattoz Court House: "i sleepy villege where & few stores
and houses abood grouped shout a little park contalining
a2 brick box of & bullding with Greek-revival pillars
asgross the front, the whole place as insignificant and as
unknown to the world at lame as Chickemaugs end Antietam
graeks had been a year or =0 onrnw.‘ -

When the sverage person saw the old Court louse, he
evidently 4414 not think that there was anything very
distinetive or unusual about the building. That seems to be
the most reasonable exnlanation why nearly all of the vefer-
enges So the cold Courd House are ocouched in very gonersl
terma, Detailed comments are practically m&-u&am&‘ ot

in early reforence %o the old Court House was made



in 1856 by a writer who dessoribed thobuﬂ.diasan
"handsome sourt house." Saidh

When the Court House burned in 1892, a writer in the
Lynchbarg News sald that the "burnt edifice wae of brick
but did not, as the result shows, possess any cloment of
stability." " This writer bemoaned the loas of the
Appematioz County resords, but did not express any regret
about the destruction of the duilding itself, which seems
to indigate that the old Court House was net gemerally re-
garded as an outstanding pudblic building or as an irreplace
able architectural gem.

Writing in the year 1927, Arthur H. Jennings mlled
the old Court House = "conspiocuous” buildings "The most
sonspiocuous houses in the village at the btime of Leo's
surrendor were the Court House itself, now entirely gone
and its site marked by a tablet, -ui,(ngur the dird
road, the hotel, which still stands."”

In 1988, in An End to Valer, Philip Van Doren Stem
referred to the "two-story brick sourt house sbanding in
a cenbtral square” as a "substantially built court house."(20)

Soldiers who participated in the final batile ad
Appomabtox Court House later wrote ssores of apticles
about the events whioh took place at the time of the

{ 21 )
surrendor, Quite a few diaries, written partially at



(22)
Appomattox, have been preserved. Unfortumnabely, the

somments of these men about the villsge and the Court
House are stated in very general temms. A typlecl comment
was made by Thomas G, Jones, who took pard n\ General
John B, Gordon's final attack on the mornin: of Apr%gag.
He saids "We pressed on and beyond the Gourthouse.”
These general references and deseriptions are of
pragtically no value in the restoration of the old Court
House building contemplated by the National Park Service.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

The old Appomattox Court House was gquite inberesting
from an architestural point of view,.

If the county officials engaged a tmined architest
to drew the plans for the Court House, mothing is known
about him, and there is virtually no probability that the
services of such a person were engage'l. I% sooms far more
likely that an ordinary builder or draftmman, trained or
untrained, drew the plans on the basis of ideas submitted
to him by some of the leading oitiszens of the county. Both
the county commissioners and a building committee probably
had a hand in the plenning of the building., This possi-
bility is suggested by one advertisement foy construction
bids signed by "The Commissioners” ‘“)nnd a later adver-
tisement signed by "The Ou-utn.'(“)



The lack of a trained architect to draw the plans
does not mean that the Court House was hastily or ¢ re-
lessly planned., Since it was a whole year after the for-
mation of the county before bids were solicited for the
construction of the Court House, it seems that consider-
able thought and effort must have gone into the planning
of the building.

The architectural style which was finally selected
was a variation of the "Tuscan” order. This wes a modi-
fied Doric style, of late Foman origin, which was
charagterized by unfluted columns, few and bold moldings,
and general lack of ornament.

In keeping with the modified Tuscan order, the oxe
terior of the Court House was exceedingly nlain. Except
for the dentil ocourses, the use of moldings, and the
balustrades, there was an almost complete lack of orna-
mentation on the outside of the building.

There was absolutely no variety in the mamner of
laying the brick walls. Not a single brick was used to
produce any sort of pattern or design.

This extreme plaimmess was not unusual, It was a
period when plain court houses were fashionable in Vir-
ginia, The Campbell County Court House, erected at Ruste
burg in 1848, has a plainer exterior than the exterior
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of the old Appomsttox Court House. Even the dentil courses
are lacking in the Campbell County building.(QS)

The plain Tuscan order enjoyed a consaiderable vogue
in Virginia becsuse it was favored by Thomas Jefferson, an
ardent student of architecture, who drew the plans for the
Court House erected in Buckingham County in 1825.(27)Jerr-
erson's drawings snd specifications for the Buckingham
edifice are still in existence and clearly state that the
order of the architecture was "l’usoan."‘za)

There were many differences between the appearance of
the old Buckingham Court House, later destroyed by fire,
and the old Appomattox Court House, likewise the victim
of flames. It is not believed that the old Buckingham
Gourt House had more than a very slight influence on the

builders of the old Appomattox Court House.

PHOTOGRAPHS AND DRAWINGS OF THE COURT HOUSE
It is fortunate that some of the offiecial wartime

pictures of Appomattox Court House show many of the
features of the Court House building in good detail. These
pictures, numbers 219 and 222 in the Brady collection of

(29)
the Library of Congress, have been so frequently re-

printed that they are familiar to every student of American
history. As invaluable as these excellent photographs are,
it must be admitted that the soldiers and civilians in

front of the Court House hide many details sbout the build-
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ing. The foliage of the trees likewise obscures large
sections of the building.

A later photograph of the Court House, perhaps made
as late as 1890, was published in The Real America in

(30)
Romance: Brothers For Ever. This picture is extremely

valusble because it shows details which are not visible in
the Brady photographs, However, it must be used with con-
siderable csution. The columns and the balustrades in this
picture are not the same as the ones in the 1865 pictures.
At least one shutter has been changed., A Bulletin Board
has been added.

After the war, a number of artists made sketches of
scenes in and around Appomattox Court House. These sketches

are of some worth in connection with: the restoration work
at the Appomattox Court House National Historical Park, but

they must always be used with a great deal of caution. For
example, the Webber drawing, which contasins a smell inset
of the old Court House, shows a fence around the Court
House which has only four rails., This is an obvious error
and indicates that the Webber and other drawings of the
surrender scene are not always acourate in regard to
various dotuls.(sl)

For a number of years, various National Park Service
historians have conducted interviews with people who re-

membered the old Court House, Some of these intervieows
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were conducted as far back as 1940 and contain valuable
information about the old Court House.(sm
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

An adversisement for construction bids, published in
the Lynchburg News on May 11, 1846, informed prospective
bidders that plans and specifiocations for the building had
been deposited in the office of the Clerk of the Court, where
they could be inspected by contractors, These original
plans and specifications are no longer in existence.

The same adverdisement said thet the building was to be
of brick, covered with tin, and to be 40 by 50 feet in size.
Some change was evidently made in these specifications, be-

gcause the wartime pictures do not show that the huﬂding

was covered with tin, (| T e viod w IE AL T )

The photographs of the building show that the main
walls contained about 100 courses of brick, which would have
made the building walls about 20' high.

In 1940, a blue print of the exterior and interior
plan of the Court House building was drawn from memory by

Mr. Ce Ae Hancock of Huntington, West Virginia, This plan
is in the mep file of the Appomattox Court House National
Historical Park, .

A sketch of the Court fHouse was made by Mr. Williem A.
loses on October 17, 1941, This sketch is on file at the
Appomattox Court House National Historical Park.



Details in regard to wvarious parts of the Court
House building are given in this report under the wrious

heading s.

COST OF THE COURT HOUSE BUILDING
It seems reasonable to believe that the Court louse
building was constructed at a thal cost of approximately
$4,000,
This figure appears to be fairly ascurate for the

following reasons:

(1) $4,000 was the smount of insurance whioch w s
carried on the building when it burned in 1802, &)m-
was apparently the original amount of insurange and probe
ably represented the cost of eresting the building in 1846,

(2) Judging by one of the advertisements for cone
struction bids, $4,000 appears to have been in the neigh-
borhood of the amount which the county offieials expected
to spend on the building., This advertisement said: "The
terms of payment will be $1000 out of this yearts levy,
$1000 out of next year's, and the balance in equal parts
out of the levies of the two susceeding yean."“)

(3) $4,000 was virtually the same amount whioh was
spent for the construction of the old Buckingham County
Court House in 1825, Thomas Jefferson estimted the ocost
of the Puckinghsm Court House at u,aoc.(w) The Buoking-

ham building would have cost a little more even thoush it
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wag constructed twenty years earlier because it was some-
what larger than the one in Appomattox County.

The exact cost of the Court House cannot be determined
bessuse the financial records of Appomattox County for the
period under discussion are no longer available., All the
early records were destroyed when the Court House burned
in 1892.(38)“0;“;)“ to discover some of the county's
benking records at the Virginia State Library, the Library
of the University of Virginia, and other places have proved
fruitless.

It is known that Appomattox County had a bank aceount
in the First National Bank of Lynchburg in 1892,(37)and
the county's funds were probably deposited in a Lynchburg
bank from the very beginning of the county, but the early
bank records at Lynchburg are no longer in existence.

From all the available evidence, $4,000 seems to be
a very reasonable estimate of the amount of money it took

to ereat the old Court House,

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE OLD COURT HOUSE

The Foundation

A%t the period when the Appomattox Court House building
was erected, it was customary for builders to construct a
brick building upon a rock foundation., A trench of
sufficient size was dug and large stones were laid in the
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trench at right angles to the building wall. Unless soil
sonditions were very unusual, a trench asbout 2' deep was
ordinarily oconsidered adequate for a good foundation, this
being the depth mentioned by Thomas Jefferson in connection
with the sonstruation of the old Buckingham County Court
Houao.ws)

Stones were generally used for the building wall up
to the ground level, and were frequently used for several
feet above the ground lovol.(”)

Building practices wried from place to place in
Virginia, however, and it should be noted that no stones
are visible above the ground level in the only photograph
of the old Appomattox Court House which shows the walls
at ground level. Since other buildings at the Appomattox
Court House National Historieal Park do not have sbtone
foundations, it must be presumed that a brick foundation,
resting directly on the red clay soil, was used for the
old Court House building.

It is not likely that many of the bricks below ground
level were removed when the material in the old Court House
was salveged., Archeological study will doubtless uncover

the original foundation of the Court House building.

The Outside Walls
The outside walls of the Court House were of solid
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briock construction.

All the bricks visible in the photographs were laid
in straight lengthwise courses or in what is ordinarily
salled a gommon bond. There is no evidenece in the photo-
grapha that any attempt was made to wmpry the common bond
pattern at any place in the building.

The first floor walls were probably 16" thisk, and
it seems likely that the second floor walls were at least
12" thick. The walls appear to have been about 20" high.

Since 70,700 bricks were salvaged from the burned
Court Housof‘o)it is estimated that somewhere around
100,000 bricks might have been used in the cons truction
of the old Court House, It is taken for granted that it
was impossible to salvage all the bricks which were used
in the building originally.

It 43 known that many of the bricks used in building
the clerk's office at the new Court House site were sale
vaged from the old Court House., Superintendent H. A
Gurney made a study of the bricks in the new clerk's
office end found that the bricks in the exterior walls of
the clerk's office up to & course about level with the
windows were of old brick and a sizeable number of the
bricks showed traces of plaster still adhering to them.
The bricks above the top of the windows were gquite differ-
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ent and duplicated the bricks in the new Court House
building. .

Superintendent Gurney found the size of the old bricks
to be as follows:

Length 7-11/16 to 8-1/16"

width at end 3-15/16 to 4"

Thiclkneas 2-11/16 to 2-13/16"

The lack of uniformity in the size of the bricks in

(1)

the old Court House walls should be carefully noted. There
was 2 considerable variation in size. This is a feature
which should be preserved in the restoration of the old
Court House,

The bricks in the clerk's office building at the new
Court House site will provide the best source of information
in regard to color, size, and lay up for the proposed re-
building of the old Court House.

The bricks used in the old Court House building were
made in the vieinity of the old village of Appomattox Court
House. Superintendent Gurney and Architect Albert Alexe
ander found the site of an old brick kiln about 300 yards
northwest of the old Court House sih.uz)

8. B. Walker, writing in the Lynchburg News, said that
he remembered "when the bricks were made for 'Raine's Tavern,!

(43)
which became noted as the MecLean house."
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The color of the bricks came from the loecal red-glay
801l and the method of burning. Although the bricks appear
to be old-fashioned when contrasted with the bricks of the
present day, they had a very definite character which adde
ed much to the appearance of the old Court Houses

It should be observed that the mortar joints in the
brick walls look very white in the 1865 phobtographs. This
indicates that the mortar joints had probably been painted
or "pencilled" to make them appear whiter.

The Roof

The wartime photographs clearly show that the main
roof of the Court House building was of "hip" style con-
struction. The pitch of the roof appears to have been
about 5312,

The same photographs give a fairly good view of the
roofing material and reveal that wooden shinglea were uaed
to cover the roof., This was in keeping with the roofing
material used on most of the other buildings in the old
village of Appomattox Court House,

Although one of the advertisements for construction
bids definitely stated that the Court House roof was to be
of tm,(“)a change in the specifications must have been
made before the contract was astually awarded, Sinco a

tin roof would have lasted for many years, there is no
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possibility that wooden shingles might have replaged an
original tin roof sometime between 1846 and 1865.

Reuben Bryant of Rosebower, who was the assistant®
Glerk of the Court when the Court House burned in 1892,
made the statement that the old Court House had a tin
mr.(“) A tin roof is also indisated on the draving pre-
pared by Hres C. A. Hanoock. It is presumed that the
original wooden shingles were replaced with a tin roof
sometime after 1865, but this possibility of a later tin
roof may be disregarded.

The photographs show that the main roof was provided
with metal gutters, which had long down spouts at the four
sorners of the building on the east and west. The down
spéuh seem to have been connected directly o the gutters
on the outside of the cornice, instead of through the
sornice, and a molding strip was used underneath the gutters.
A ‘entil ocourse was used just beneath this molding, and
there appeara to have been a projecting molding a 1little
ways under the dentil course,

The Chimneys
The old Court House had four identical brick chimneys
which were entirely inside the building. They were located
at each end of the building, somewhat near the corners, and
were evidently about 5' wide.
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The chimneys appear to have extended at least as high
as the ridge of the roof and perhaps a few inghes higher.

Since the chimneys did not extend beyond the building
wall on the ends of the building, the outside building wall
seems H0o have formed one side of the chimneys, The other
three sides were built inside the building and probabdly exe
tended about 15" into the interior,

The chimneys apparently had double flues, The photographs
show that the chimneys had brick caps and that the caps were

of a conventional design.

The Steps and Reiling

Stone steps were used at the Court House porches on the
east and west, The steps must have been rather impressive,
because they were especially mentioned by 2 writer who de-
seribed the old Court House in 188'7.(4'”

The steps seem to have been 8' long, with 8" risers,
and the fece of the treads sbout 12" wide, The steps at the
Campbell County Court House in Rustburg have the same
dimensions.

8ince there were 14 steps, it would seem that the steps
extended about 14' into the Court House yard,

All the steps appear to have been the same length, ale
though the bottom step might have been slightly longer.

Bricks were used to support the stone steps. The bricks
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extended as far as the edge of the porches and might have
extended a few inches under the edge of the upper porches
in order to provide some extra support for the upner
porches.

An iron railing was used on both sides of the stone
steps, This railing was round and appears to have been
about 1%-2" in dismeter.

An iron post was used on the bottom step. This post
was very plain and had a round, spire-shaped top. It was
about 48" high,

Small round iron rods were attached to the hand rail
and anchored to esch step, one rod being used on each step.
The rods appear to have been about 32" high and do not seem
to have been ornamented in any way.

The iron posts and rods look as if they had been paint-
ed black, Both the post cap and the hand rails appear much
brighter than the rest of the iron work, Perhaps this was
because people rubbed their hands on the post eap and hand
rails until they became shiny.

When the materdal in the old Court House was salvaged,
the stone steps were removed and were used in the base of
the porch in the new clerk's office. The o0ld iron railing
anchor points are still visible in these stones,



Lower and Upper Porches
The old Court House had two lower porches underneath

two upper porsches, both lower porches being identicel in
size with the two upper porches.

Since they were on the ground level, the two lower
porches were paved with bricks, like the ground floor of
the Court House itself. A stone coping, about 6" thieck,
is vigible on the west side of the Court House a2t the edge
of the lower porch. It surmmdunted a low brick wall, about
18" high, which was built around this lower porch. A
similar brick wall with a stone coping was undoubtedly
used around the lower porch on the east side,

A small entrance to the lower porches geems Lo have
been provided beside the main stone steps. Such an entrance
seems to be visible on the southwest side., It is reasons
able %o believe that there were four such entrances beside
the main stone steps.

There were two upper wooden porches, one on the west
8ide and the other on the east, Both porches were identiecal.

The porch floors were about 10' from the ground and
were approximately 16' x 8' in area.

The upper porches rested on two round wooden columns,
Since they were later replaced with other columns, the
original columns apparently deteriorated rather rapidly.
The lower supporting columns rested on the stone coping



at the outside corners of the lower porches,

The upper porches were provided with wooden baluse
trades (deseribed in the following section) and had two
round wooden columns at the outside comers, directly
over the two lower columns. These columns were slightly
tapered, Both the lower and upper columns were apparently
of the same diameter and had the same degorative detalils,
They had square wooden caps and bases, sbout 4" thigk,
The upper columns were about 8' high and the lower
columns about 7%,

Pilasters were used at the junection of the porch
to the main building. The pllasters were single tapered
boards, at least 2" thick. They were tapered from top to
bottom. A strip on each side projected about 11" and
there was a molding on the inside of the edge strip. The
overall width of the molding and edge strip was about 3",

Al though both lower and upper outside columns were
replaced with square columns after 1865, no changes
appear to have been made in the pilasters.

The Balustrades
The two upper porches on the west and east were
surrounded with wooden balustrades about 36" high.
On the sides of the porches the balustrades were
attaghed to the pilasters and outside columns, Une
fortunately, the end or stub posts at the head of the
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steps are not visible in any of the photographs and it
is a moot question as to whether these posts were round
or square, It is my opinion that they were probably
round, in keeping with the columns and balusters,

The bottom rail of the balustrades was considerably
larger than the top rail, The bottom rail was evidently
plain, while the top rail appears to have been ornament-
ed with some sort of rabbet or groove.

The balusters were turned and the turned area was
somewhat tapered from top to bottom, flaring out near the
bottom and then becoming smaller again., The balusters
had small square ends.

The wartime photographs show that one or two
baluzters were missing from the west balustrade in 1865,
Other balusters must have disappeared with the passing of
the years, and a later photograph shows that the origine
al balusters were all replacéed with balusters of a d4iff-
erent atylo-“'” This must be regarded as an unfortunate
change, because the orisin'al balusters were much more in
keeping with the architectural style of the building
than the balusters which replaced them,

The Pediments of the Porches
The Court House porches on the east and west were
provided with pediments, both pediments being identical,



The entablature, sonsisting of the architrave, frieze,
and cornice, was ornamented as follows:

The archﬂéau (immediately above the supporting
columns) was ornamented with a rather bold prejecting
molding.

There was a dentil sourse at the top of the Friesze.
This was a series of small rectangular blodks projeocting
like teothe A small bed molding was used above the

dentil ocourse.
The pediment cornice was decorated with dentil

coursess It should be noted that the blocks in these
dentil courses were smaller than the ones used on the
cornice of the main roof. The triangular area of the
pediment was plain and undecorated.

The pitch of the porch roofs was approxims tely the
same as the pitch of the masin roof, about 5:12,

The porch roofs were provided with metal gutters, In
the 1865 pietures a short down spout is visible on the
west poreh gutter. This spout appears to have extended a
short distance from the sornice and evidently did not go
all the way to the ground, The same type of spout still
existed when the pisture was made which was published in
The Real America in Romange: Brothers For Ever. Sinece the
amount of rain on the porch roofs would not have been an
excessive smount, it seems likely that the porch gutters



were never equipped with down spouts which went a2ll the
way to the ground. If the spouts had gone all the way to
the ground, they would probably have been attached at the
junction of the porch and the main building.

The Windows

It is assumed that the old Court House had a total of
17 windows.

The loeation of the windows was as follows: 4 were on
the west ﬂdog. 4 were on the east side; 4 were on the north
endy 5 were on the south end. et

The second=floor windows on the front and bagk sides
were about 2' longer than the end and firste«floor windows.
These larger windows had }24 panes of glass, about 9" x 12"
in size;, which were arranged in é rows of 4 panes, This
made these windows about 36" x 72" in size.

The smaller windows had 16 panes of glass, about 9" x
12" in size, arranged in 4 rows of 4 panes, which made them
about 36" x 48" in size. On the front and back, the smaller
windows were directly under the larger windows.

All of the outside window frames were plain and une
decorated with the oxcopbi-on of the lintel strips. All of
the windows had outside lintel strips whish extended about
6" beyond the window frames on each side. The lintel strips
had a square medallion block on each end of the strip, and

this biomk was omamented with a three-comered design



which somewhat resembled a clover leaf, Could the idea
for sush a design have originated in the fagt that the
old Court House was located in the town of Clover HI11?

Since the other buildings in the Appomabitox Courd
House Hational Historiecal Park do not have windows
equipped with weights, i1t is assumed that the windows in
the old Court House did not have weights. The upper sashes
were probably stationary.

It should be noted that the large and amall windows
in the Meolean house are similar in proportion to the large
and small windows in the old Court House, The texbure of
the glass in the Court House window panes was probably
gquite similar to that used in the Melean house,

On the inside of the building, it is assumed that the
window stools of the larger windows were about 25" from
the floor. Sinsce the smaller windows were about 2¢" shorte
er than the larger windows, their window stools were about
48" from the floor level. The width of the window stools
would have been in keeping with the width of the building
walls,

The window jambs might have been splayed on the ine
side of the building. The casing boards, probably about
6" wide, would have been of molded lumber and the lintel
strips would probably have been finished with 6" x 6"
medallion blocks. The window aprons were probably finishe



ed with molding strips, sbout 4-43" wide, with a 1% set
baok at osch emd. It is likely that the window fremes and
window ssshes were put together with wooden pegs. All of
these dotaeils can be observed in the Campbell County Cours
House, erected in 1848 at Rustburg, Virginia.

The Window Shutters

A1l of the 014 Court House windows were equipped with
shutters fitted with itnuoﬁm louvers.

The wartime photographs show that the louvers were
divided by a single board into an upper and a lower panel,
Eaoch shutter was equipped with two hinges. The shutters
were palnt‘od“gnon and were quite sonventional in their
appearance, They were similar in design So the shutters
new being used on the Clover Hill Tavern.

The photograph published in The Real America in
Romange: Brothers For Ever reveals that sometime after
1865 a shutter on the southwest side of the building was
replaced with a shutter of a diffaent design. One simtter
was missing from this window in 1865 and both smbtters

were probably replased. Ouriously enough, the same shuttepr
was missing when the later photogreph was made.

The photographs do not show that any fasteners were
provided to hold the shutters in place whenever they were
opened. This might explain why the shutter on the southe
west side of the building was missing both in 1865 and at
a later dabe,



Ihe Qutside Doors
There were 4 outaide doors, 2 on the weat side snd

2 on the east, There were 2 doors on the sesend floor,
wnd 2 on Lhe first, with all the doors being in the conter
of the building.

Both the firat end second floor doors apnosy %o heve
been the same size, adbout 4' x 87, u,‘nur were nrobabdly
double doors and were of heavy, wooden sonstrusbion., They
wore painSed some’ sort of dark color, probably o daxie
browns The doors were evidently conventional &epamel
doors, =nd the hardware was probably typical of the perioed,

411 the outside doors probably had stone thresholds
about 18" wide. The stone thresholds on the first floor
would have been level with the briak floor, whiles the
thresholds oen the sesond floor were probably elevobed
sbout 6" (the thickness of the stone) abowve the porsh
floor snd were probably slightly sloping toward the porah.
They might have had bevelled emnds. The outaide deors
might have had some supio recessed decorations on the in-
side of the door jmbs. HNHo omamentation is visihie in
the photographs. |

There sppears to have been some sort of trensem over
the sccond floor doors. This is faintly visible in the
wartime photographs and was doubtless a part of tho
original milding,
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The Outside Woodwork

Various individuals who remembered the old Jourt
House have been interviewed about the outside woodwork,
and all have agreed in saying that the outaide woodwork
was made of heart-pine 1umbar-‘51)

This sort of lumber is well known for its durable
char aster. Even when it is directly exposed to the weather,
it 13 very rot resistant, and it will last almost inde@in-
itely if 1t is kept painted at regular intervals.

With the exception of the doors and shutters, the
photographs ‘show that all of thé outside woodwork was
painted white.

The Cornerstone

A dark area which somewhat resembles a cornerstone

is visible 19 the photograph published in The Real Mmerica
in Romances: Brothers For Ever, This area is not wvisible

in the Brady photographs because it is hidden from view by
the people standing in front of the old Court House,

The cornerstone, if there was one, waa located on the
northwest corner, about 5! from the ground, and asppears to
have been about 12" x 12" in size. This location would
have been about the spot generally used for a cornerstone,

The cornerstone appears to have been about the same
color as the stone steps and might have been made out of

the same sort of stone,



It 43 beliewd that sm sort of cornerstone~laying
geremony was held in connection with the laying of the
sornerstone and that it was probably laid by some Hasonie
Lodge in the Appomattox area, Many of the most prominent
citizens of Appomattox County were members of the Masonio
order and 1% seems likely that they would have insisted
on a cornerstone-laying ceremony conducted by‘ the Masons,
There was a Masonic Lodge at Clover Hill, Honwroe Lodge
Noe 10;5 but it was not chartered until December 12,
1848, ) It 4s possible that additional research will

disscover something about the ocornerstone-laying ceremony.

Tho Inside ¥alls

The walls were plastered throughout the inside of
the old Court House building.

Plaster was applied directly to the brick walls and
brick partitions., Superintendent H. A. Gumey, in hie
study of the old bricks which were used in the new clerk's
office, found plaster still clinging to some of the bricks,
Plastering directly against the bricks, without the use
of lathes, was the general prastice at the time the old
Court House was erected.

The baseboards were apparently made of pine lumber,
about 12"=14" high, plus a 2}" molding strip at the top,
and were probably painted a tan or light brown, as in
the Compb2ll County Court House at Rustburg.

(52)
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The Inside Doors

The inside doors were evidently conventional 4-panel
wooden doors, and their size is estimated at about 5'6"m
76",

The door facings were probably made of molded boards,
about 6" or 7" wide, with medallion blosks at the upper
sornerss 1%t i3 likely that there would have been a plain
block at the lower corners to correspond with the height
of the Dbaseboard.

The threshold or carpet boards of the inside doors
were probably single pine boards about 15" wide., It is
likely that the door frames were fastened together with
wooden pegs.

The door facings were probably painted white, while
the doors themselves might have been painted a medium
brown, as i1s the case in the Csmpbell County Court House
at Raetburg,

The Inside Floors
It is definitely known that the first floor of the
old Court House was paved with bricks, which were evident-
ly turned on edge rather than laid nat.(u)a writer 4n
1887 mentioned the "damp brick floor" of the old Court
m...(“)

The clerks'! offices on the north side of the first



floor mast have had a wooden floor on top of the brick
floor, because the building csught fire in 1892 from
goals falling from the grste to the wooden floor in a
clericts ofrtoo.(“)

The alerks' offices and the second-story floor were
most likely floored with pine boards, tongue and grooved,
and 8" to 6" wide. There was doubtless some wariation in
the width of the flooring boards, and this is a feabure
whioh should be preserved in the restored Gourt House.

At the time the Court House was erected, it was not the

sustom to paint inside wooden floors,

Heating Arrangements
It sppears that the clerks'! offices and jury rooms

were heated by wood=burning open grates or fire plages,
Definite mention of a grate was contained in the story of
the Court House fire which appeared in the Lymchburg News.
This account said: "The fire started while the clerk was
at dinner and is supposed to have been camsed by coals
falling from the grate to the floor." e

Stoves were in fairly general use at the pericd when
the Court House was constructed and might have beon used
in the main court room and in the assembly room, as indicate
ed on the drawing prepared by Mr. C. A, Hancoak, It would
have been difficult to hent these larger rooms with open

fire places,



It 48 likely that simple wooden mantels were built
around the fire plases, The mantel boards were probably
9" wide and 6' long, and about 52" from the floor. The
fire place openings were probably square, about 30" %o
32", Such fire places were customarily provided with
briak hesrths, about 26" wide and 5' long, as in the
Campbell County Court House at Ruastburg.

Inside Lighting

Although most of the offiecial business at the old
Court House was carried on during daylight hours, there
were times on dark days when illumination was needed and
thon‘woro also occasions at night which required arti-
fieial lighting.

People who rememdbered the old Court House have said
that kerosene lamps were used for lighting the build.’mg.‘w)
It is not definitely known whether pemmanent lamp atands

or bragkets were provided for these lamps,

Interior Lay Oubt

The o0ld Court House evidently contained 6 rooms.

The two clerks' offices on the north side, amd the
assembly room on the south side, were on the first floor.
On the second floor, the two jury rooms were on the north
side and the main court room was on the south side,

Although the drawing is inacourate in some respocts,



a fair idea of the dimensions of the various rooms ean
be gained from the plan of the Court House drawn by My,
Oe Ao Hanoook.

The available evidense indieates that the mmin sourt
room srrengements wore conventional. My, C. A, Hunoook's
drawing shows the arrangement of the furmniture in e
sourt room. His drawing imdicates that there wes & large
medallion ormament in the senter of the court room ceil-
mt

A mapporting column or columns would probably have
bean negessary in the assembly room on the firet floor,
Such & ¢olumn or uxunmhthnmiﬂaluot
solid stone, about 12" x 12", as in the Campbell Jounty
Court House.

BARLY COURT SESSIONS

T™he old Court House was prodbably used for the Pfirst
time in the 1atter part of 1846, the oxact date not being
im0, |

Before the bduilding wap completed, the legislebive
sot whioh established Appomattox Oounty gave the gualified
justiess of the peace the power to "fix wpen & pleage in
said county for helding the courts thereof, unitil the
ne gessery nildings shall be constriocted at the said Clowe
er Hill, &hw recidence of captain John Raine, 8o Mnizz



™e early court sessions wers evidently held in the
Slover H1ll Tavern. Times for holding the sessions were
88 follows: & ocourt for the Jounty of Appomatiox on Thurs-
day alter the first Monday 4in every month; the cireuls
superior sourts of law and chancery on Hay 18 and Gebober
183 the ooart‘a .gg quarterly sessions in Haxsh, lay, Anguss,
and November.

THE FIRST OFFICIALS
C The qualified justiges of the pease met at ovor
M1l on Eay 8, Mhm elsoted the first officials of
Appomabbox Mty.‘ .

oy were; John Thomas Poooek, oleric of &l sourt;
Thomasg Seclem Bosock, commonwealthbs attomeys Archep
Alexander LeGrand, commissioner of revenue,

John Thomas Boooak announsed that he was a sandidate
hrﬂndﬁ'cdﬂuhalmmw‘u‘egnm
Benjamin P, Walker on February 256, 18485, T™his lotter
seems 0 have besn the first to mention "the mew county
of Apnomattox.” Boeock's stationery contained a dave emd
mnbrunm.‘;agmummmnm
Avpomatiox Jourt House.

Johm Thomas Bosock and his wife, ilary Fleod, wore the
parents of 12 children, 6 sons and 4 damughbers,

dne of their sons, Thomas Salem Bocock (May 18,1816
Angunt 5, 1891), was the first commonwealth's attommey
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for Apnomattox County and wag dastined %o bhecoms n famous
mans An honor graduate of Hampden-8ydney Gollege in 1838,
he was clocu_l to the General Assembly of Virginie shen he
L] Elmﬂ'eld. In 1847 he wag slested %o the U, S, House
of Representatives snd served as chaimman of the Committee
en Neval Affsirs for 10 years. fHe narrowly niassed ledng
elected spesker of the U. S. House of Represeniatives and
wag the first and only speaker of the Confedorate lome
ms.‘“) He 12 reported to have been & friend of General
Us S OPont, and 1t is sald that General Grant ashed Ms
troops mot %o molest "Wildway®, the home of Thomas Sclem
”*( losated sbout 6 miles from Appomattox Jound

¢ 65) |

arehor Alexander LeGrand (ipril 26, 180S-Pebmuory
28, 1670) was the drother of Thomss A. LeGrand (Oetober 9,
1793-Folumary 14, 1848), who ms‘m of the original Sruse
tees of the town of Clover MHill.

A« A, LeOprand was the son of Josiah LeGrend =nd Wis
wife, Elisabeth Anderson, and was one of 15 ahildren, He
besame the father of 16 children, 10 of whom wore 1%‘1%3
at the %ime when Appomsttox Jounty waes eatablished,

T% 43 mn interesting faot that all thres of e first
offieials of Appomattox County were the descondants of
French uguenmota. John Thomas Bosook and Thomas Salem
Bocoek wore the descendants of Henri Beauccke of Willismse
m‘.’ Archer Alexander Legrsnd was a desoendant of



Pierre LeGrend, who emigrated from La Haye, Hollaond, ond
same %o NMemakintowne, Virginia, in mt-b?aol).m. in a
ship viioh carried 175 Fuguenot pasaengers.

The early officials of Appomattox County wewre very
prompt in getting the County's business wnderway, Tanes
wore befing solleeted as early ss the middle of fugust,
1848. A Sax roceipt dated Awgust 18, 1845, shows that
Jo VWabtikine was the first marfﬁa that Wlilam J.
HeDeoymon wes a deputy sheriff,

COURT DOJGKETS

P lapge mamseript volumes in the Jomes Librapy at
Lynohinizg, Virginia, contain copies of the souri dockets
in Apponatiox and adjoining sounties between 1840 and 1863,
It is doudbtful that the soples of the dockets are complote.

The firet volume is labelled "Virginia Dogkot A~ 1846
1861." The csases in the Appomattox courts are listed om
pages 156 o 180, The second volume is labelled "Virginia
Cirvenit Jourt Dockete 1858-1862," This volume lists the
dockets for the Appomattox eireuit and scundy courts em
poages 76 to V9. GSome notes in regard to the Appomabiox
cases are listed in the "Hemoranda” sestion on page 100,

Both of these memaseripé volumes were noatly kept and
are now in an exoellent state of preservation, These court
dockots were ovidently copied by some legal fMwnm in the
Gity of Lyachburg but there is no indiscation in the wvolumes



a8 B @ nmme of the lagal fiwmm,

here Lo no information in these wolumes whdsh would
be of help in connection with the restoration projoet being
carrded on by the Fational Park Serviee at the Appomobbox
gourt Tuse Hetional Historieal Park, The wolumes do fumme
ioh information in regard to the nmmber of cases and Eype
of cesos shich were tried 4in the old Jourt fouss bulldling.
I% is not belleved that eny o2ses of unmusual algnifiocance
game bofore the warious courts during this poriod,

EINDING OF OCOUR? REOORDS
A11 the svailable evidence indisates that %o court
resords of Appomsttox County were kept in good sondition
and woro dound by sapable bookdinders as long as counrts
woere held in the old Conrt House bduilding,
#i123am J. Polkes ran a book-dindery in Lhynohburg,
Yirginda, both before and after the Civil War, iAn advertise-

ment in the Lynehdurg m Virginian roferred Q?VB.
Folkes as "ome of the dest worikmen in the South,"
one of his assount bosks, presesved in tho Jamos
IAbrary at Lynohburg, shows that Pollktes bound the ocourd
rosorde for Appomattox and moat of the adfoining aunibies.
T™e Axsomattox resarda bound by Folkes insluded dosd books,
flduslary aseounts, dosked papers, jury bocka, indloes,

and fins) dosress, which would indigabe thet all of the



valusble regords were kept bound and in good condition,.
Although the ascsount book in the Jones Library does not
show that Folkes bound any of the Appomattox records after
the ¢ivil war, the resords wo{;gt)mdoubsouy bound by some
other reputable book-bindery.

THE COURT HOUSE A8 A POLLING PLACE

The legislative act which established the County of
Appomattox designated the old Court r‘un as 2 polling
plo.eo.‘n) It always remained a polling place as long as
the Court House remained at the old village of Appomatbox
Court House, but other polling places in the sounty were
also designated in later years,

In 1851 the General Assembly designated the following
polling plages in Appomattox County: "Courthousos at Oake
villes at(;lz; Spout spring; at Matthew's atore at Walker's
Church, "

During the session of 1853«4 the General Assenbly ine
ereased the number of election preecincts to siz: "Court
houses Union Auﬂuns)wuloy Chapel; Hamner'sy Spout
Springs Onkville."

A sopy of the 1857 election returns at the Jourt House
was given to the Appomattox Court House Natiomal Historieal
Park by Miss Bmeline Thornhill of Lynehburg, Virgi.nil.(n)
The number of voters casting votes at the Court House in



that clection totalled 91, It 4is not kmown how many voters
wore eligible to vote in the Court House precinet.

THE COURT HOUSE A8 A RECRUITIRG STATION

The Appomattox Court House building was used as a
recruiting station for the Confederate Army during the
Civil war, It was at the Court House that the members of
Company "A", 20th Virginia Battalion of Heavy Artillery,
Ce 8¢ Aey onlisted for service. This company assumed the
name of the Appomattox "Invineibles” and suffered its
greatest number of casualties in the battle of Sayler's
Creek, vwhich was fought only a few days before the final
engagement at Appomattox Court House, b

The recruitment of the Appomattox "Invineibles" at
the old Court House was mentioned in a letter which First
Second Sergennt Harvey Christian Walker wrote to his father,
Samuel Jennings Walker, from Camp Bartow, Virginia, on
OQotober 13, 1861. Sergeant Walker said: "We were paid
from the time we joined at the C. H. very unexpectedly
to us.” i

Sinee the members of the Appomattox "Invineibles" were
in camp by June 19, 1861, the company must have beoen formed
as soon as the early part of May, 1861.(79)

Feoling was rurning high, and stirring scenes must
have taken place in and around the old Court Housge when
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the young men of the county enlisted for service in the
Confederate Army. 8. J. Walker wrote to his soms:"Stand
by your Country and ?;(t,;nd it, if necessary, with your
last drop of blood,"”

Other military units recruited in Appomatiox County

during the Civil War also probably "joined at the C. Ho"

THE COURT HOUSE AT THE TIME OF THE SURIENDER

On April 9, 1865, some of the outstending Union and
Confederate officers held conferences in the immedia te
vieinity of the old Court House building, and the Confed-
erate troops later stacked their arms within sight of it,
but no military conferences seem to have been held in the
Court House and neither General R. E. Lee nor General U. 8.
Grant set foot inside the building.

The faot that the Court House was not as inbtimately
gonnected with the surrender as the McLean house probably
kept 1t from being raided by souvenir hunters, The Court
House building was not damaged by musket or artiliery fire.

UNION TROOPS STATIONED AT APPOMATTOX COURT TOUSE

After the surrender of the Confederate forees, Union
troops were stationed in Appomattox and adjoining counties
on guard and provost duty to maintain law apnd order.

Some Union troops remained at Appomattox Court House
until December 9, 1865, and apparently had their heade



quarters in the old Court House or on the Court House
grounds. The wartime pictures show Union army Stents
pitched on the Court House grounds,

Virtually all of the Union troops atationed at
Appomattox Court House were from the State of Pemnsylvania,

The regimental returns of the 182nd Regiment, Z2lst
Pennsylvania Cavalry, show that this regiment left Peters-
burg, Virginia, on May 9, 1865, and marched to Appomattox
Court House,

On May 21, 1865, most of the companies of this regi-
ment left Appomattox Court House and marghed Lo Lymehburg.
Compsnies "G" and "M" remnined at Appomattox Court House.

Sometime in June, 1865, all of the sompanies of the
21lst Pennsylvenia Cavalry were assembled in Ljiiihburg,
but the regimental returns do not indicate exactly when
companies "0" and "M" left Appomattox Court Mse.wn

This Pennsylvania regiment took part in vho final
battle at Appomattox Court House, and some of the men in
Company "M" were wounded there, but none were killed or
died of thelr wounds. In some of the reports nf dm;;any
"M", the name Clover Hill is used instead of Appougc;:
Court Houu.(ag’ While they were stationed abt Appomatbox
Court House, the members of this company probebly dlg=
sovered that the official neme of Appomattox Court &mn
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was Clover Hill and must have decided that thelr reports
would be more correot if they used the offiecial name of
the town where they were stationed.

Company "D" of the 188th Pennaylvsnia Volunbteers was
stationed at Appomattox Court House from Aungust 1 to
Desembor 9, 1865, The morning reports and other regords
of this company available at the Adjutant General's O0ffice
in Washington, D. Ce, do not contain any information about
the village of Appomattox Court House or the living cone
ditiona which prevailed there immediately af'ter the Civil
Ware. The life of the soldiers in the quiet 1ittle willage
seems to have been rather uneventful. One man wag aotie
dentally wounded in the hand, and another died from dise
ease in a Lynchburg hospital. The men were spnarently

83)
ed about thelr sonduct.
The Union soldiers evidently mingled with the olilie

well behaved and no eotTlaintc seem to have beoen register-

zens of Appomattox County on very friendly terma. Corpor-
al Daniel Qole of (Crawford CJounty, Pennsylvania, & member
of Company "D" , married an Appomattox girl by the name

of Ellen m-y-nt.(“)

FREEDMEN'S BUREAU
Following the Civil War, offiges of the Freedmen's
Bureau were set up in the Southern states and in the



45

various counties of Virginis in order to expedite the
trenaition from a system of slavery to an employer-
employee relationship. |

An office of the Freedmen's Bureau was logated in
Appomattox County, and it is most likely that office
space for this burean was set up in the old Jourt House,

The morning reports for Company "D", 182th Pemsyle
vania Volunteers, for September 20, 1865, state thab
"Sergeants Condon, Norris and Privates Dexter, Dowler,
end Lydick on duty in Freedmen's Bureau 0ffice Appomattox
R Va," -~

Men in Company "D" were probebly called upon %o
assist in the Freedmen's Puresu because s¢ many negroos
lived in ippomattorx County that it required the services
of a large murber of people to talke care of their legal
requirements after they were given their freedoum, e

THE COURT HOUSE A8 A SOCIAL CENTER
In Appomattox and other rural Virginia counties, the
sessions of court were always social as well as jndieial
events, Oourt sessions furnished an excellent opportunity
to meet people, because most of the prominent citizens diad
not negleot an important event like the holding of court.
Since news was scarce and methods of communication were

uneertain, considerable crowds generally gathered on court



days to learn the news and engnage in conversation.

All sorts of public meetings, musical contests,
dramatic productions, and religious services wore held
at the old Court House. e

The old Court House stimulated business 1ife nas
well as soc¢ial affairs, Horse traders always followed
the court sessions, and the road on the south side of
the old Court House was generally standing full of horses
for sale or trade on court days,

THE COURT HOUSE IN LATER YEARS

After the Civil War, many people moved away from
Appomattox Court House and the quiet 1little towm gradually
became another "deserted village®,

Host of the visitors who came to the village seem %o
have been disappointed by whaet they saw, "There is nothe
ing espocially interesting in Appomattox Court-iouse,”
wrote Edwerd King in 18’!5.(88

Twelve years later another writer stated: "The old
brick court-house, situated in the centre of the btown,
with ita damp brick floor and high steps leading to its
upper story, seems lost in the oppressive guiet whiash pere
vadea every nook and sorner of the surroundings, The dense
foliage of the trees cast grotesque shadows upon the walls
and sink the old colonial structure in a deep solitude."
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The 0ld Court House seems to have been kept in a
state of good repair. The building appeared te be in good
condition when the photograph was made which was published
in The Real America in Fomange: Brothers for Ever. This
pieture was evid-ntly made just a few years before the old
Court House was destroyed by fire.

DESTRUCTIOR OF THE COURT HOUSE BY PIRE

The old Court House building was destroyed by fire on
Monday, February 1, 1802, The following account of the fire
appeared in the Lynchburg News for Pebruary 4, 1802

THE APPOMATIOX FIRE.~ Judge D. A, Christian, of tThe

sounty court of Appomattox, was in the city yesterday,

He gonfirms the inbtelligence published in TIE NEWS of

the total destruction of the clerk's office and all

of 4its walusble resords, He rode by and saw the rins.

The fire started while the olerk was at dinner and is

gupposed to have been caused by coals falling from

the grate to the floor. (90)

Richard W. Smith of Spout Spring oleims to have been
the sesond person on the scene after the fire was discover-
ed, He says that the no.nu(w;:)-o bursting through the

9
windows at about 1:%0 P, M,
Court sessions continued to be held in the old village

of Appomattox Court House until December, 1892,

GOURT HOUSE REBUILT AT NEW LOCATIORN
A 1ittle more than a month after the old Court House
was destroyed by fire the General Assembly of Virginia



authorized the Board of Supervisors of Appomattox Counby
"to borrow a sum of money not to exceed in amount the sum
of ten thousand dollars” with which "to re-build the Court-
house, and for other purposes,” v T™is act was passed
on March 3, 1892,

On March 11, 1892, the sourt ordered that upon
petition by 200 qualified voters an eleotion would be held
on the gqueation of whether the sounty seat should be moved
to Appomatbtox Depot, the election to take place on the 4th
Thursday in April, 1892.‘”) The woters of the sounty
approved the relocation and plans were made to bulld a
new Jourt Houase at Appomattox Depot.

Bids were ordered received at a Board of Supervisors
meeting on May 30, 1892, and the sontract for the erection
of the now Gourt House at Appomattox Depot was awarded to
the fimm of Hardy and Hancock on June 30, 1898.‘9“

The County Court met for the last time in the old
vnlnfsagf Appomattox Court House on Thursday, December 8,

1892,




A review of the historical data and archeoclogical
investigations should readily solve most of the arghitecte
ural problems oonneeted with the restoration of the old
Court House building at the ippomattox Court House
Hational FMistorical Park,

The historieal study has not indicated that there
will be many problems of a very unusual or diffieuls
nature, It should be possible to do a thoroughly satise
fastory restoration job.

Since it is desired to restore the Court fouse to
its 1865 appearance, later photographs should be used with
extreme saution. The same caution should be exereised in
the wuse of drawings snd sketches, whether made on the
sgene or drawn from memory. The 1865 photographs should
always take precedence over other soursces of information
in regard to the exterior of the building.

No contemporary pistures or detailed descriptions
of the interior of the old Court House are available.
However, there i3 no reason to believe that the interior
arrangements were not conventional or not in keeping with
other miral court houses of the period.

A study of the Campbell County Court House 2t Ruste
burg, Virginia, is considered highly essential, Campbell
and Appomattox are adjoining counties., The Campbell



County building was erested in 1848 and the .ppomattox
County building was ereasted only two years sariior. They
have many similarities.

The bricks salvesged from the old Court House and
ugsed in the new Appomattox olerk's office shoul? be glven
careful study,

A study of Thomas JefTerson's drawingz and speci=
fieations for the old Puokingham Oounty Oourt Heuse,
ereoted in 1825, 12 strongly recommended., s correspond-
engce in regerd to this prejeet should nlse be studied,

I8 should be understood that unless a definite source
is aited that all measurements given in this study are
only spproximate amd are intended to he a baagls fop

further study,.
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CITATIONS

Aots of the Omn-d .uu-bl

3 L3 “ o .p
ommonwe ol th 4 chmond 18‘5 PDe
There was considerable opposiuon in the House of
Delegntes to the establishment of the County of Appo-
mattox., The vote was 65 to 50 in favor of the Agte
One opponent of the measure ohargod that the new county
was the projeect of Jpersons "mainly influensed by
pecuniary motives."” Another said that the dmnand for a
new county originated in "imaginary grievances," 1% was
¢laimed that Buckingham County would be seriously ine
jured by the establisiment of Appomattox Counbty and
that only "a rn individuals were the prime movers of
the excitement."

see "Report of the House of Delegates" in The Lymechburg

m:_g. Thureday, February 13, 1845.

Ags late as 1887 only two deys of labor on the roads
peor year were required of able~bodied citizens in
Appomattox County between the sges of ughum and sixty.

Seo ts and Joint Resolutions Passed &
-ﬁd‘&ﬁ.ﬂi ¥ Virg ng

ablic
Ty nd, 1837’ De
The Rovised Code of the Laws of a, Vol. I,
as 2, er %o Corunons
wealth, Richmond, 1819, p. 250,
Ope oits, pe 30,

geuble, Prank P.,, National Park Servige Historian,

"oul bural History as of 1865 of the Village Groen in
Appomattox Court House," 1059, rypuoript. ACRNHP files.
Wonree Lodge, No. 107, A. P, and A, K., listed ita
meoting place as Clover Hi1l until 1858. In 1889 1t
stated that 1%ts meeting place was Appomattox Court House.
Letter from Archer B, Gay, Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of Virginia, to Frank P, (Cauble, June 11, 1959,

Stern, Philip Van Doren, An End to Valor La
Da s of the Civil War. pany,

e quotation is a caption botween a
piom of tho MoLean house and a picture of the old
Court House, The pictures are between pp. 242 and 243
of the text,
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12,

13.

14,

15.

16.

Cauble, op. cit., pp. 12-19, 23-26,

Report of Progessionera, Clover Hill ... District,
Appomattox County, Virginia, Regord Book filed in
Appomattox County Clerkt's Office.

Ope 0ibe, pe 250,
Ops oite, pe 30.

Letter from Captain T. W. Johns to Colonel Benjamin P.
Wwalker, March 7, 1845. Photostat copy of this letter

in Qauble, op. cit.

Featherston, Nathaniel Ragland, The Ristog of Appo-
mtbox[ V&gﬁinia. Walsworth Brothers, tors,
arceline, ssouri, 1948, p. 14.
A map drawn in 1867 shows the long axis of the Court
House building running north and south. The west (front)
side of the Court House is shown as being in line with
the west side of the Clover Hill Tavern, This map is
on the scale of 3" 2 1 mile.
See map entitled "Appomattox Court House." From surveys
under the direction of Bvt. Brig. Gen, N. Mighler, Maj,
of Engineers. By command of Bvt., Maj. Gen., A. A,
Humphreys, Brig. Gen. & Chief of HEngineers 1867. Sur-
veyed and drawn by Haj. J. E. Weyss, assisted by F.
Theilkuhl, J, Strasser, and G. Thompson., Photolith by
the N. Y. Lithographing, Engraving & Printing Co,., 1867.

Markham, Edwin, editor, The Real America % Romange:
Brothers For Ever. Vol. . am H, s¢

any, New York and Chicago, 1911, p. 452,

Catton, Bruce, A Stillness at aggomattox. Pocket Books,
Inec., New York, s De « Catton does not mention

the appearance of the Appomattox Court Iouse building .

Assistant Research Techniecian Joseph M. Hanson, who
prepared the inset map of the "Village of Apnpomattox
Courthouse, 1865", on the historical base map of
Appomattox, stated that he had "never seen any printed
desoriptions of the old Appomattox Courthouse building,"”
This memorandum is dated Jammary 10, 1940,

See File No. 620-05., COURT HOUSE BUILDING (014
Appomattox). ACHNHP files.
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18,
19.

Edwards, Richard, editor, Statistical Gazeﬁeg of %g

%tatn of Viggim.a and No arolina. 8 or
e Proprietor, chmond, sy DDe 165-167.

The Lynchburg News, Thursday, February 4, 1892,

Jennings, Arthur H., "Appomattox After Sixty-two Years,"
Qurrent History, Vol. XXVI, April, 1927, ppe 1=6.

Stern, op., cit., pp. 243, 256,

See index to articles in the "Confederate Veteran
Magazine," July, 1893-November, 1932, Copy in ACHNHP
files,

One of the chief collections of unpublished Civil VWapr
diaries is in the Southern Historical Collection
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel H:ui,li. C.

Jones, Thomas G., "Last Days of the Army of Northern
Virginia," Southern Historical Society Papers,
Vol. XXI, 1893, p. 87.

The Lynchburg Virginian, lay 11, 1846,
The Lynchburg Virginian, June 8, 1846.

Considerable ornamentation was used on the interior
of the Campbell County building, especially in the
main court room,

Kimball, Piske, Thomas Jefferson Architegt. Printed
for Private Distribution at the Riverside Press,
Cambridge, 1916, pp. 84~96,.

Ibid., Pigure 215,
Qopies in Photo File, ACHNHP,.
Maricham, ODe eit,, pe 452,

The original of the Webber drawing is in the New York
Publie Library. Copy in ACHNHP files.

Interviews with J. R. Horsley, October 4, 1940, by
Ralph Heppely; William A. Moses, October 17, 1941, by
Ralph Happel; Reubin Bryant, June 23, 1958, by Mend-l
Hoiligs Thomes H. Martin (b. July 25, 1854), October
20, 1858, by Prank P, Caublesy H. E. Gilliam (b, 1881),

November 17, 1958 bg Frank P. Caubles Richawrd W,
Smith (b. December 10, 1867), Descember 10, 1958, by

Frank P, Cauble.
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34,
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Appomattox County Supervisors Regord Book, Ne. 1,

Pe 2+ The Nutual Assurance Society of Vimginia insured
many early Virginia buildings but did not insure prope-
erty in raral areas after 1819. It is not lmown which
insurance company carried the insurance on the old
Court House.

The Lynehburg Virginian, May 11, 1846.
K‘.bm' ODe ﬂto. pPe 193,

The Lynchburg News, February 4, 1802, The land Sax
books were sav cause they were out for binding.

Appomattox County Supervisors Record Book, Noe 1, ve 7.

Kimball, Mo. Pe 193,

Stones were used for a foot or more above the ground
level in the Campbell County Court House, ereected in
1848 at Rustburg, Virginia,

Appomattox County Records, 1892, loose papers "Bills,
Materials, ete., Court House Puilding,"

Report of Superintendent H., A, Gumey, February 19,
1943, ACHNHP files.

ﬂlppd. oD Q;!o' pe 11,

The Lyncshburg News, March 6, 1901, The newspaper
artiocle was unsigned. The author was identified by
Hiss Isa L-oo:nnd of Lynehburg, Virginia.

The Lynchburg Virginian, May 11, 1846.

Intorview with Reubin Bryant, June 23, 1958, by
Hendel Hellig.

lll'kh!-, Ope ﬂt., pe 452,

The windows on the west and south are visible in the
warious photographs., It is agsumed that the eabt and
west windows were me:mou. The Webber dmwing wnd
the plan dramn by Nr. C. A, Hanocoock indisate thet
there were only four windows on the north end,



49,

804

51e

524

53

Interview with Reuben Bryant, June 23, 1958, by
Mendel Heilig.

Kimbsll, o ait., Figure 215, The doors of the old
Baokinghen Jourt House, built in 1825, were 4! x 8'
in sisze.

Interview with Richard W. Smith, June 19, 1958, by
Mendel Heilig; interview with H, E. Gilliom, November
17, 1958, by Frank P. Cauble. :

A list of the members of the Nonroe Lodge, No, 107,
between 1848 and 1865, was furnished by the Seoretary
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia., This list contains
obvious dupliocations, some names being listed twice
under different spellings. The list is ineomplote,
becsuse in some years the Lodge listed only its

of ficers and the Grand Lodge had no way of lknowing
who the individual members were., A copy of the list
furnished by the OGrand Lodge is in the ACHNNP files,

Honroe Lodge, No. 107, was chartered on December 12,
1848, and was in existence until Degcember, 1872, when
it dlo'od its charter to lapse and was declared dore
mant,s Monroe Lodge, No. 252, was chartered in 18904
ﬁ&d :;goo Lodge, No, 301, was chartered on Febrmary
-
!hio information was sontained in letters from Archer
B. Gay, Grand Seoretary of the Grand Lodge of Virginie,
to Frank P, Cauble, Marech 13, 1950, and June 11, 1956,
William Moseley Brown wrote a history of the Jofn
Mershall Lodge in Lynchburg, Virginia, and has done a
great deal of research in the records of the Grand
Lodge of Virginia. In a letter to Frank P. Cauble, he
said: "I have not run across any reference anyvhere to
the laying of the sornerstone of the old Appomattox
Court House, either in the records of Harshall Lodge
at Lynchburg or of the Grand Lodge of Virginia.,"
It should be remembered, however, that the regords of
the Grand Lodge are not the detailed records which
would be found in the minutes of a loeal Lodge.

The bricks on the firat floor of the Campbell County
Court House, erested in 1848 at Rustburg, Virgindia,
are turned on edge.
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The Lynchburg News, February 4, 1892,

MO’ February 4, 1892,

Interview with Richard W. Smith, December 10 1958,
by Prank P. Cauble; interview with H. E. G:.li
Hovember 17, 1958, by Frank P. Cauble.

Ope oite, pe 9.

ibide, pp. 39, 40, 41.

The Lynchburg Virginian, May 12, 1845.

A photostat copy of this letter is in Ceuble, op. git.

Stern, gite, Do 245, A detalled map of the
vnlaso o pomattox Court House and vieinity is
enbellished with the figure of a f1 dove carrye
ing an olive branch. The dove in the Bosock letter
has folded wings.

Fox, Early Lee, "Thomas Stanley Boeosk,” % lpi;q;%nn
or American Biogn%ﬁ Vol. II. Charles Se er's Sons,
De

mo middle name of Thomas S. Bocook was "Salem” pather
"Stanley." One of his sons was named Stanley. Thomas
8. Bocoock was nominated for spesker of the Confederate
Qongress by Henry S. Foote of Tennessee, who said that
Mre Bosock "was well known as one who sombined all the
gqualifications requisite to fill such a nsponaiblo
position as that for whish he was nominated,”
S3ee "Proseedings of First Confederate Congress,"”

thern Historieal Society Pngorl, Vol. XLIV, 1923,
Ve ®

Interview with Mrs, Madge Bosock Shumate, Lynchburg,

Vas, October 28, 1958, by Frank P, Gaublo. Hys, Slm-

;:to is the gront gnnd-daughtsr of Joln Thomas
socks

The trustees of the town of Clover Hill were J‘olm Johns
and Colonel Thomas H. Flood of Buskingham

Colonel 2. E. Cheatham and Joel MeKinney of Gampéoll
Countys Thomas A. LeGrand and Samuel D, MgDeanrmon of
Prince Bdward Countys Jesse Jennings and Doctor E. M. W.
Darphy of Charlotte County.
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68,

60,
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72

From family records in the possession of liass Ilsa
LeGrand, Lynchburg, Va.

Interview with Mrs, Madge Bosock Shumate, Lymchbuwg,
Vae, October 28, 1958, by Frank P. Cauble.

FProm family records in the possesaion of Miss Isa
LeGrand, Lynchburg, Va. Also see Brock, He Ae
%mt snigratioh to ugxnu. Edited for the

a His [ clety. blished by the Soeciety,

Richmond, 1886,

This early tax receipt is among the papers of Samuel
Davidason (1786-1882) at the Aldeman Library, Univers-
ity of Viwginia, Charlottesville, Va,, and was dis-
sovered by Anne Freudenberg, Assistant in Hamuseripts,
at the Alderman Library.

The Lynohburg Daily Virginian, November @, 1865,

The fimm of Johnson & Schaffter ran a book-bindery in
Lynchburg, Va., after the Civil War. See advertisement
in the Lynchburg Daily News, January 17, 1867, Their
regcords are not oxtant.

The J« P. Bell Printing Company was organized in
Lynehburg in 1859, The records of this company do
not :&;ow that any book-binding was done for Appomattox
Gm “

mg Oj.tg. Pe 40,

76.

77

See ocomments on this election in a letter from He. D.
Flood %o T. 3, Boocock, February 16, 1857, Letter in
ACHNHP files.

Undated newspaper clipping in possession of Miss Isa
LeGrand, Lynchburg, Va, Typewritten copy, ACHNIP files.
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82,

85.
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a7,

Typewritten copy of this letter in ACHNHP files.

A letter was written on this date by Samuel J. Walker
to his sons at Camp Bartow, Va. Typewritten copy in
ACHNHP files.

Loetter from Samuel J. Walker to his sons, June 19,
1861, Typewritten copy in ACHNHP files.

Letter to Frank P, Ceuble, April 22, 19056, from
Victor Gondos, Jr., Archivist in Charge, Sivil war
Branch, General Services Administration, National
Archives and Records Service, Washington, D. Ce

Bates, Samuel Penniman sto of P
‘.. 69 .

;olun n= 1861-65, > - erLy,
.r' 8 ,S. lan’ pp. us’ 1 .

Reocords of the Adjutant General's Office. Rocords of
the 188th Pa. Inf,, Co. D. Mornming Reptas., G2 ppe}

Deseriptive Book, 53 pp.j Order Book, 9 ppes Muster

Rolls, Go. D, 188th Pa. Inf., Nos. 1~7, 10, 16 ppe;

total 120 pp. Microfilm copy in ACHNHP files.

G.‘.ddcnlgonul H., "Recollections of the Dattle of

Appomattox Court House," g%or'n %ﬁeﬂ.é mEEFgg
and Genealogiocal lgu e, Vol. v -

PDe . The rooollo;tionc mentioned
in the title of this article were written by Ellen

Bryant

Piotures of Mr. and Mrs. Cole were furnished by Ms.
Wallace Hall of Meadville, Pa., who is the grande
daughter of Ellen Bryant,

Kiorofilm copy in ACHNHP files.

The nmumber of slaves in Anpomattox County in 1850
was 4808, The number of free solored was 193, The
nunber of free whites was 4208. See the Lynghburg

Virginian, February 13, 1851,

Interviews with Thomas H. Martin, October 20, 19583

He ‘obgiligu,egg'Qb" 17, 19&3 Richard W, &niﬁh,
+] » Pe Cauble.

?‘uqclovor’r&n bolgzrazion“ in gg‘ I.;ynohburg

Vi an, Monday, July 13, 1846, This account says

urth of July was "celebrated with unusual
spirit™ and that rany toasts were drunk (in lemonade).



88, King, Edward, The Great Sou A B of Journey
”‘AON P‘ ii- (14 O 152 r $r¢) :‘.,‘« p. m.

90, An earlier account of the Court House fire evidently
eared in the Lynchburg News for February 5, 1802,
the acopy of this paper in the Jones Library at
Lynchburg is mutilated and the fragments do not
gontein anything about the fire.

91., Interview with Richard ¥W. Smith, December 10, 1958,
by Frank P, Cauble,
Colonel George W. Abbitt (1828-1912), a Confedorate
veteran, was alerk of the county sourt whemn the old
Court fouse burned. He was elected for a term of six
years in 1887,
See Featherston, ope git., p. 65.

92,

'mrmmnwm%mm_h ssior
Publie Printing, Richmond, 1892, p. 08a,
93. Appomattox County Court Order Book, Fo. 1, pe 13,

94. Appomattox County Supervisors Record Book, No. 1,
D‘po 8. 10.

95, Appomattox and Buckingham Times, December 16, 1892,




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND NOTES ON SOURCES CONSULTED

A study was made of the pertinent materisl in the
files of the Appomattox Court House Hational M astorieal
Park, The research on the old Court House bullding pro-
viously done by Ralph Happel was found %o be very helpful,
Superintendent Hubert A. Gumey gave many wmBuable
suggestionas and rendered all possible asasistanse,

All the most likely sourses of information were re-
ghegked or cheoked for the first time and a record was
made as to whether the results were negative or positive.

Iibrarians at all institutions were glad So answer
inouiries and assist with research. Infiividuals vho weore
interviewed displayed a similar helpful attibude,

A study of the architestural details of the Compe
bell County Couxt House, erected in 1848 at Musthurg,
Virginia, proved to be very enlightening.

The letters and drawings of Thomas Jefferson in Pro-
gard to the old Puckingham County Court House were gquite
suggestive,

A study of the records of Monroe Lodge, No. 107,

A Py and A, Mo, and of the records of the Union troops
stationed a% Appomattox Court House after the Givil Vap



did not prove to be as fruitful as had been anBicipated
but further research along these lines should be purs=
sued. Since the records at Appomattox Court Homnse
National Mlstorieal Park are still rather scanty, even
small additions to our store of information are worthe
while.

The most extensive series of articles ever published
on the military events at Appomattox Court House appeared
in the Confederate Veteran Magazine from 1893 to 1932,

An index to the Appomattox articles in this magazine was
kindly fumished by Hr. Burke Davis of Greensboro, North
Carolinaes A copy of this index was made for bthe files of
the Appomattox Court House National Historieal Parik,

A collection of Thomas Salem Bocook Papers was
donated DLy Miss BEmeline Thornhill of Lynchburg, Virginia,
and thias collection will be a good addition to the files
of the Appomattox Court House National Historigal Park,
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Pertinent Photostats
and

Pictures



Picture No, 1

Perspective drawing of the Village of
Appomattox Court House as it appeared in
1865.

A preliminary sketch drawn by Architect
Albert Alexander, N. P. S., in 19l1.







Picture No. 2

Visitors stop to read the iron tablet
marking the site of the Court House
Building. 7This is one of the cast iron
markers placed by the War Uepartment
in 1893.






Picture No. 3

The Court House Building cirea 1890,
Note County surveyors stone at front
right. This stone is still in situ.
See note 14 for further information

about this photograph.
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Picture No.

Soldiers and citizens pose in front
of the west facade of the Court House
Building in 18665.







Picture No. 5

Another 1865 photograph of the Court
House Building. Pictures No. L and
No. 5 were tsken sometime during the

week after the surrender.






Picture No, 6

View of the Village and the
Court House Building from the

vwest.

Insert sketch copied from a
lithograph copyrighted by
Henderson & Co., Maryland, in
1866.
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Picture No. 7

View of the Court House Building from
the east. Copy of an insert sketch from
a drawing by W. Webber in April, 1865,
titled "Place Where General R. E, Lee
Surrendered to General U. 8. Grant, April

9, 1865, Appomattox, Va."

An original lithograph of this drawing is
owned by the New York Public ILibrary.







Picture No. 8

The Village and Court House Building from the
west. From a water colar sketch by George L.
Frankenstein in 1865. The McLean House is at
the right.

The original sketch is on display at the Park
Visitor Center.







Pic ture No. 9

Campbell County Court House Building

at Rustburg, Virginia. Built in 1848.
Note that the stone steps and iron rail
are similar to those at Appomattox Court
House Build.lng.
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Picture No. 10

View of window, Campbell County Court
House. Details of window frame, sash
shutters and shutter hardware. From
the Campbell County Court House at
Rustburg, Virginia.
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Photostat No. 11

Plans and Specifications for Buckingham
County Court House designed by Thomas

Jefferson.
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Photo No. 12

Ground fleor plan and room layout, Court
House Building. Copied from a sketch pre-
pared by C, A. Hancock and his wife, Mrs.
Ella Rosser Hancock, in October, 1940, Mr.
and Mrs. Hancock were long-time residents
of Appomattox.
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Photostat No. 13

Plans of Court and Jury Kooms (Second
Floor) of Court House Building. From
the Hancock sketch, 1940,
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Photostat No. 1k

East and West Elevation of Court House
Building. From the Hancock sketch, 19LO.
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