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5.

Administrative Data

b.

Ce

Structure Name - Court House
Structure Number - B 13

Proposed Use - It is proposed that the Court House
be reconstructed to supplement the 1865 appearance
of the Village, It would also provide space for
vitally needed interpretive facilities., The recon=-
struction would invelve only the exterior.

the maintenance of the Court House would come from
the regular Buildings and Utilities, and the Manage-
ment and Protection accounts.

Preliminary Estimate - The estimate for the cost
of reconstructing the Court House is $172,500.
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6. Historical Data
Cauble's two reportsiprovide all necessary data on
the Court House and its environs for this project.
Therefore, it is felt that no appreciable results can

be obtained by additional research.
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Architectural Data

The Appomattox County Court House was erected in the center of the

village of Appomattox Court House in 1846, and served that village
until it was destroyed by fire in 1892. By this time the village
had started to decline and a new settlement had started to spring
up along the railroad which passed about three miles from the
village. The new Court House replacing the one destroyed by fire
was built in this new settlement in the 1890's. No remains of the
original Court House have survived above ground. However, the
Court House square managed to survive the years and the underground
remnants remain to give the exact location and size of the building,
as well as the size of bricks and various miscellaneous details. T
This evidence is recorded in a report by Archeologist Edward

McM. Larrabee, deted April 1961, and entitled Areheological

records were in the Court Housé when it burned; therefore, written

meterial pertaining to the structure was destroyed along with the
strueture. A few newspaper advertisements and miscellaneous

data remain which confirm the archeological findings. Research
Historian Dr. Frank P. Cauble has assembled this material in his

was distributed by the Regional (Office on September 21, 1959.



It is fortunate that n'tu photographs of the building were made

before it burned, tvo‘ of which were taken byTimothy O'Sullivan a few

days after General Lee's surrender at Appomatiox. A later photo-

graph of sbout 1890 gives e view showing an end wall which is

not visible in the Brady photographs and whieh also gives evidence
that the Court House had deteriorated by that time. Some of the

columms and rails had been replaced and the building was generally

in shabby condition. There are also numerous sketches of the

village area; however, they show no details of the building. All

pertinent photographs and sketches are contained in Dr, Cauble's

report. -

Timothy O'Sullivan's
Because of the clarity of MeddthewBeeeyle pholographs, many details

are visible which give basis for an accurate reconstruction of the
east and west facades.

No attempt is being made to explain the interior of the original
struecture in this report, as the interior of the building will be
constructed for modern use and will not be restored, Dr. Cauble's kg
report contains sketeh plans prepared by long-~time residents of
Appomatiox--Mr. €. A. Hancock and his wife, These plans have many
inaccuracies, but they do give a general idea of the original

internal use of the building.
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Various mid-nineteenth-century buildings in the Appomattox area
were studied in order to obtain the details which were not
discernible from photographs.
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9. Landscape Data
With reports completed or pending on every major
structure and feature in the Village Area, little is
to be gained by a general study on landscape. Wherever
specific information is needed, it can easily be secured
from existing reports.



As the reconstruction is to be exterior only, neo
historical furnishings will be needed.
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