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Tne Appomattox County Court House sas erected in tae cemter of the
village of Appomatiox Court House in 1846, and served tuat village
wntil it was destrgyed by five in 1892, By tols time the village
nad started to deeline and a new setilenent had started to epring
W along e railroad wiicu pessed about taree miles frum the

viliage. The new Court House replecing tae one destruyed by fire
was bullt in this new settlement in the 1890's. No remains of the
original Court MHouse nave survived ebove ground. However, the

Court House square managed 10 survive the years aud he underground

raemants remain to give tue exsot losation and sise of the bullding,

as well as the sise of brickes and various miscellauneous details.
This evidence is recorded in a report by Archsologist Edward
Meld. Larrabee, deted April 1961, and entitled irujeclogicsl

records were in the Court House when 1t burned; therefore, written
material pertaining to the strusture was destroyed along with tue
structure. 4 few newspaper acvertisementes and niscellanecus
date remain whien confirm tie archeclogical findings. Researcs
listorian Dr. Frank P. Cauble has asseubled this material in his

was distributed by the Regional Office on September 21, 1959.

i 4l



It is fortunate that a few phovogrephs of the building vere made
u«:um}p—cm-mmwmm.m
days after General Lee's swrender at Appomattox. 4 later puoto-
grepa of sbout 1890 gives a viev showing an end well which is
not visible in the Brady paotograpas and saden also gives evidence
that the Court House had deteriorated by that time. Sowe of the
colusns and reils had been replaced and the bullding was generally
in shabby conditlien., There are also numerous sketenes of the
village erea; however, they show no detalls of the bullding., ALl
mtm“mmth.M'l
report.

Becsuse of the clarity of Matthew Brady's puotograephs, many details
are vieible whieh give basis for an sccurate reconstruction of the
cast and west facades.

No attempt is Deing made to explain the interior of tie original
structure in this report, as tae lnterior of the bullding will be
constructed for modern use and will not be restored, Dr., Cauble's
report containe sketenh plans prepared by long-time residents of
Appomatiox--ir, C. A. Hanooti and his wife. These plaus have many
insccuracies, but they o give e general ldes of the original
internal use of the building.
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Various mid-nineteentu-century bulldings in the Appoualiox area
were studled in order to obtain the details shieh were not
discernible from photogrepns.
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For whatever use they may be to you, here are some comments on Carroll’'s
architectural data reports.

McLean Slave Quarters

1. In the discussion of sketches showing the McLean slave quarters
Carroll mentions neither the drawing by Colletti nor the Henderson and
Company engraving. (Both are discussed in my report on pages L2-43.)

2. ©Some confusion might arise from Carroll's reference to Ragland
Featherston's 1940 description of the slave quarters as be in "ruinous
condition.” Featherston was born in the McLean house in 1874 and lived
there as a small boy. His description refers to the condition of the
slave querters in his childhood.

3. Carroll states he finds it "strange" that I dod not locate the remains
of the chimmey base. As the structure was already in ruins circa 1880,

it seems rather probable that its foundations and the chimney base would
have been removed while the McLean house was still in use. The rock

plating along the back of the yard is yet to be explained. It may possibly
be made up of rocks originally used in the slave quarters.

McLean Ice House

1. Carroll cites me as stating that the ice pit was "approximately
11' x 11' square at the base.” I did say this, and this was (and is)
the best inference I could make from my excavation. However, since
Carroll has re-excavated the pit and has located all fouwr of the log
retaining walls at the base of the pit(whereas I had located only one),
I do not understand why he did not state what he found.

McLean Kitchen

1. No comment.

Should you wish to consult my report on the excavation of these structures,
a copy is in Dr. Corbett's office.
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