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a . riah right House 

15 

b. he exterior of his structuro ill be 

c. 

d . 

restored and rehabilitated to conform o its ap aranc 

in 1865. Interior alterations and improv nts 11 

adapt the ario.h ri t House for use ao employees• 

quarters. 

;;...,;,.;...;.;;;..;.;;;.~-----;..;..;;; ...... __. ........ __._;;_.;;;..;;;;.;.;;.;.;;;;;...;.;; ....... - he riah right 

House be d fr the quarters deduction .fund. 

Tho employee 3ssigncd to occupy these quarters 11 provido 

furniture cept r rigerator, range, and hot ter 

he ter. 

TE - It is est ;ated that tho cost ot the ;..;;;.-====-..;;;...=;;;;;.:;.;;;;;;;. 

opose rk, including t bilization, l amount to 30, 522. 
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Pryor 

C 

Jr. , 

h up 

consid th 

d through his pro rt .. 

d application to t e Prine 

Ap tto. 

on 

d Count 

Co rt to p rm.ission to erect and coi ved th court ' pro 
3 

on 17 to r, 1 l.2. At th a 

ill a.ni 1 and Ellzab 
4 

quir d fr 

Ke t ro 11 tr ct · f ther •s property. Per p 

cause of the disrupt a 

snot built edit l y, an t 

ult e 1ar of 1812, th 

ar lat r th eld r right 
5 

tur over aJ.l hi int est int e project to hi s • the 

it of 
6 

s in o r tion 1a20, the 

s ficicnt valu to be ed to t tax lis s; or, tor th t natter, 

d1d he take a:ey- notice o t e cru f s erecte by Pryor 
7 

rl t, Sr. e rtheless, en the elder ~ t died in 1820, h 

a of m s ;y e standards of his day; he left rso l property 

va1 e at ,533.77, l.n.Clud e book ,. in 

addition o land esti ted t 925 acr s . 

The yo er n a of thirty, ded 115 acre 

inh rited his .fat h r • es t to the four h aJ.r ady o d and 

position in t ct in 1823 a. 

houso re 

probably th ori 

to att ract the attention o the t ax asse sor, 
1.0 

l of the present uildin • A out he time 

h r d oung girl n ed iah 6 and · 1827 d son named 

increased a.long with his f amily. C be • Pryor i 
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llarch /. 1957 

• Questions for llr. Free.man A.bout the Freeman Property at 
Appomattox, Virginia 

1. When did you buy this tract? / f 2.. O 

2. How did you l.8arn it _ _. tor a&le1 ~'-' A~ ,~~ 
3. Whom did you btq it troa.? ,,f ~ f- Ott-1:t ): 
4. Was it overgrown men 1ou caa to Appaaattm ~ ~ 

Mr. Frank Graves once _told • t-hat you did a lot of work cl4!&ring ground · 
after you got the place. ,I ~ /kl,,,,L ~ .. 

5. _What was the condition of the ho~ when 1ou caae here? sf~~ 
,,Z,#,JJ.,.1--~ ,,.... ~ ...... ~ ~ ~ • 

6. What repairs or changes did you make? J ~ ~ ~ ~ "lo p,,J,,,,.., 
~~,J 't'!';;._,_~ ~~ ~ 4'r~ ()(/M ·~#J;;; 
1.- -~ere the front porch and aiii1.ng room kitchen ell on the building men 
you came here? . 1a' J ~ 

8. Did you put in the ·stairclse in the h&ll or was it there when you caae? ~ 

9. Were there any _outbuildings st~g? ~ ~~ ~~ 
~q:.,~~~Hµ-~..., -~~-: ~.~ 

10. If there were buildings, will you tell me where they stood and somet 
about their construction, i.e. log, weatherboarding, sise, interior and axt.e o• .• 
finish,~ etc.? 1t;_ ~- ! ~'~ ~ ltx :/ 't ·fr "tM-

~ --~ ~ ~-~, ~ ,....~-~~ · ' 
11. Did you ever hear that John Rosser lived in the houee at one tiilef r '1'<.>i;:·:-.. . . 

12. Do you remember anyone s-aying anything about mat changee John RoHer •de 
in the ho11s.E:'? /M 

Did John Rosser build the dining room kitchen uaaex or the tront ~eh 
or change the front roof line? ~ ..,/~ t/.J _A.,,,. J.:,(_ 

13. According to our records, this house was occupied µi 1865 b7 Kar1aJil Wriclat,, 
widow of Pryor Wright. Do you have 1n7 recollection of the Wrigbts ownin& thia 
house or any infonnation about the Wrights? ~ ~ /J:'!J,.,, ... 

I ,,., • f ._ 

' 
14. Mrs. Bessie Ferguson (you remember her) told me that 61d lirs. wrigh( aa .. 
buried in the little cemetery just south of the houn.,, pid you eTS!)r hear- ~~. 
story1 ~ Do you know who else is buried in this ceaetery? ~ ,J~ 

. ~~~~ 
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• " 1 ·, . ' ' . . . 
1:-? . ' 

15. Do you haft -, ~ of \M ...... ·-· 
llftd than? -~ . 

. U eo, ooald ~ 1.-d ~ to aa • t.bat w OU ab oopieaf ~ 

· 16. Coald JOU draw a rough abtdl ot the houe and oubnUd:tnp, t ..... , 
roada, _locatioo and tn,e ot treu u 7W rs nher. t.baT .·~ ~ 

17. AD1t,bing you want to add to thie account. ,·• .. . 
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The Mariah Wright House, January 1946. Photo by National Park Service. Copy' by 
Shearer Robertson, July 1957. View of South Side. 



The iah right Ho , April l hl.. - • 63.\t 
nt ( st View) of Building 
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'!he Mar'.l.ah right House, cember 1941, Neg. '876, 
rt.h 1de of Buildi~ . 
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17. 1947, pr.Lor to razing. 
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I . FOREWRD 

The · riah Wright HouN stands about a quarter mil• 

aoutheaet ot th• old ppomattox Court. House llite . The propert7 

va• separated rrom the Village pl.at by a road id~nti!ied int• 

at"k record• as th ck Lans". The land on which the Wright 

Hou.e9 stands was original.}¥ purchased. in 1785, b7 Pryor Wright, r . , 

when this section or ppomattox County waa part or rince ward 

Count,-. 
l 

The riah /right House has no known historical 

signi:ficance other than that it contributed to the Village scene 

during the final hours or the Con!'ederaq. 2 Conteder&te aold.ier• 

encamped on t he right farm on the night ot pril a, l.865, and 

its owera no doubt participated in the events or the following 

d.a,-, the 1U1Tender or the rrq- ot Northern Virgini&, OOIQlll&Qded. b7 

General Lee, to the rrq of the Potomac commanded by" General Grant . 

Arter 1887, ovnerehip or th• Wright propert)" changed 

ha.nde several times until ita last ovner, disrepair exceeding 

repair, aold the property to the Feder&l government in 19.37. 

bNquent stabilization ot the etructure occurred in 1947 with 

the repainting of t he atone to'l.llldat iona and chim:lqa, the 

reinforcing or t he chimney• w1 th tie rods and c pa, re-rooting 

1 . hlegel, vin, Dr ., "Historic ldinga Report, L-.a,r-ia. 

House, art I, CH-NHP, Virginia, Jul.7 1958. 
gbt 

2. Report ot J . L. Cballberlain, Brigadier General, Coamander, 1irst. 
Brigade, First Division, l11!th rrq- Corps, prU 6, l86S, N&da &a 
followe1 sld.rmi.sh line had re ched the tow, its right being 
at the house or •• ght, •••• 1t ·otea ta.ken from Ralph Happel 
tile, CK-NHP, Virginia. 



11. 

where required, and th• removal of the interior wood-lath and. 

plaster. Two interior stairwaye, a full length porch to the 

southeast and exterior steps, all c • 1890, ha~ also been 

Reaearch 1n c tes the erection of the original structure 

by Pryor Wright, Jr. a the year 1823, although vidence is not 

complete. 3 -sveral dditional outbuildings were dded through 

the years prior to 1865; on• being a kitchen building located 

apprcximatel JO raat south of the resent houea, 9.lld standing ae 

1 ta as 1920. ntion is also · e of an ice house, st bl•, com 

house and tobacco barns, grouped bout the house on the south 

and west sid s.4 

------------------------
3. Schle el, loo . cit., p. 2 

4. otes t en from th Free material collected rch 1957, on 
tile at OH- HP, Virginia. Freeman was owner of the Wri ht propert7 
from 1920 until 1937, and did extensive razing ot old out-bu1J dj nga 
on the ftlght p:ropart:r. 



II . ~PHY;.;.::.;:;:.;:.;;;;:;..:.:.::.;;.....:=. 

• Original Conditi na 

- l . ...l!ll 

l . 

The pl.an of the original. house is ch the as it 

axioto todq with th c ption of th or and windov locations 

wh!.cb re described. lat r . It is tor,y-and- - f frame 

structure 18 1 x J+O' co tai.ning three roo s on both floor with 

chimneys at both end• ot t h• house, '8rving !irepla.cea on both 

first and co1 . floor • "hv long axi . o t us w oriented. 

north and south b s no ppar nt .relationship to the tovn 

plate bli bed years later. 

he location of the original. room.a on the tirst floor 

can be determined in section by the presence o! larger jou,ts 

!ranwd under the roora partitions during construction. ao, 

where ea.ch 4" partition 11 meeta the exterior fr, , 611 

studding was placed to provide nailing. surface tor the interior 

finish at t he corners. dditional. evidence of the fioor boa.rd.a 

varying 1n widths f rom room to room indicated th need for a 

"breakn in the noor pattern which occurs under the partition 

val.la. 

L-i the center room, lir •t floor, stee j , narrow enclosed. 

stairwa.y, although altered somewhat, ee s to be th rlielt 

mean• ot access to the ttic. small landing, 2' x 2 ' 7"• up 

8! t1 troa the first floor, preceeda the flight of at.airs leacH ng 

directly up to the loor. ccese to the atairway can be 



gained trom either the north or center roo s through door a 

located perpendicular-and adjacent to--tbe west wall . 

-2. Frame 

The original exterior trams ot the houN was const.ru.cted 

entire:1¥ from oak. Thia ditterentiates the original ho the 

later r..adeling which used yellow pine . A 1011 x 10' oa.k aill, 

.tull length ot the house into which the oak studding waa 

mort.iced, rested. directly upon & atone maeonr., tounia.tion pproxi-

1111,tel.7 three feet above gr de. Hand- hewn oak tloor joist.a, 

varying in widths from 3" to Si " and dept,ha troa 6, " to 10", 

spaced approxima.tely 2 1-011 on center• were notched into the NM 

sill. Under each or the tllO rooa partition• a 10" x 10" oak tl.oor 

· joist vaa placed to carry the udditional load. The tour comer 

posts nre "L" shaped and held in place by diagonal bracing. The 

diagonal comer braces are the same length in all corners with 

the except,ion of one in the east part. of the 80Uth wall. Here, a 

aborter brace waa used to allow a door to be !Nmed betwm the 

bottom ot the diagonal brace and the chimney. "' • photo 

illustration No. 10. 

The wll etuds meaeure approxinately 3'' x 4" with the 

except.ion of those framed at the two wall partitions and thoH 

trarud around the original door loc tions. The studa mea.au.re 

approximately 6" x 4" and provided, in addition to rigidi'l.¥, a 

nai.ling surface for both th door trim and plaster lath . 

The fir ... t .• l oor ceiling b s wer e notched over a 

J 3/411 x 811 oak wall plate and extended a.bout 411 b yond the frame 



.3 . 

of the ouse . By' cutting the extended ends of the on a 

24° an e n ling surface s rovi ed ., roper lo ., f or 

th ori in 1 corn ce bo rd and tri • The second floor wa 1 id 

dir ectl.J, on the c iling beams. er ft rs rested on the s cond 

floor bo rda bove the 4' projection provided by th ceiling 

b run ov rhnn . • 

The only- uniq f tur of e roo fr g s the 

unusu spacing of r fters nd the ~.ethod of br cing th • he 

r ft r resp c d .3 • "on c tor fro e ch en "· en t e 

dle o th h u ... e w s r ch d , n cess·. 

t re ir of raftors on 2 ' "c nters ., to cco 

di:rai nsion of 40 ' II • h r fter eld r igid by four 

d gon 1 wind br c s ., 1" 2 "., runnin fro.:n ne r the ridge in 

the bl rd to~ rd t he floor near the c nter of the 

hous • 

-3. F..xtor ior inish 

• fw s oft e ori n 

e. th rbo g r till int t in t e r ble ds nd on 

the north rt of the st wall of the original structure. t 

consist ed of poplar bo rds (not b veled) with & . :, bead. 1r he 

individu boa.rd.s vary in hie es; eo bo 

and other bo rds ea ring 5/811 • h wi th of t e di vid 1 

boards ry l so f r om 6 11 to 8, ' , ho ver., ll bo rds were care­

fully scribed (possibly with a kn1f) to rovide a guideline in 

intaining an exposur o! 5 11 to the eathor. 



b. ~ - port on ot the ori inal cornice is still 

int ct on t 

of on J/ 4" 

wa 

.,. beade 

I t iei a sim le two- i ece trim consisting 

llo pin board used s a !asci and a 

old t r board l ' x 3 3/ 11 , yellow pine, 11 lnn d n on the 

sur ce o! t he a.sci t it u r d • Th ov r han of t e 

r r 0 r C n beams, cu on a 24 ° ngl provid a 

na in sur ce or t . f r 

The v r ge bo le ends no lon r exists to 

h t e d cri or 

( nd s i not t oo cl r ) 

on h o na.l e t ber he 

a t · p red b re board used w:1 h dim 

2 5/ ' and t:1 tely 4 7/16" t 

s • Tb onJ evidence 

ble 

siona 

come • 

rkin s 

e th t su eat 

t the r ide or 
If hi re 

t e c se , corn r b ock d be nece sa. 0 C closing 

t he cornice t t h eve 1in . 

e comer boards a r t hos origin, ly u • I t is in 

t o s; beaded oard m a.s r in 1 3/ " x 3 1/4", t he 

o r :is s rec a r piece as 3 811 l 13/16 11 , 

The to iece w butted together nd formed an edge for t he 

we therboarding o sto • 

The d ecovory or re-used pieces of ldin that tch 

i den ,i 1ly le ope n a of t he ori _nal door and ndow f ea 

le ds one to b lie vi t ba the e were h ori 1 window a.nd door 

t f or bot the int rior and exterior c eings . Both interior 

and e..."'Cterior t r· was olded ro solid p cce of wood, cut to 



s. 

fit r t t} to and s o in sill t the bottom. The trim 

is si t t e old . bot one- h&l! le 

e st w rs or he r1 ht house . t its 

st d nsion, t t r easures l 1/2 11 X J 3/1611 • ·he 

ll win o sin he s uth roo , "'con noor, not the iginal 

o nin lthou h he re r ly 1 er tic, ro bly 

he ds re re-used pieces of prior to 1 6 • Th 

s a.n fr din between an ori oak studdin 

d 

0 t,h 

ope ·n s 

T 

cl , ed 

o now ext nt, 

tchin t e n 

0 evi 

n • T ori P.i 1 we h rboardin 

e amal he pro er fitting 

round the fr es e to cnte the new 

din y for 1i ht and ventilation. 

th nort , fl or, re 

n t e l Or ode 

e pro bly replaceoents !or 

11. 

rger 

ller windows 

u$8 of ither tter3 and owns uts 

found . 

c . !!2.Q! - The ori inaJ. roof boa s re in in use t~. 

he re 3/411 e lo pine bo rds o! r ando widths, 

On the able end"', t e roof bo rd.a xt nded l "' 1 

j st 01 h o covert extent of he 

II to 10· " • 

ond the n fter 

n • Over the 

roof boards was 1 id a roof c nsist, n of ".Uld- ri y; n and dress d 

ellow ine shin es . 

o t e dditi n nd a 

e shin~ e still n lace und r the roof 

ed to b or l d a.n ov rhang of 



6. 

5" t the ves. h shingle butts, in · 11 inst- ces., ppeared 

to be squ re ~ ther th . the t ypical "fish-· ca.le" type found 

elsewh re within the rk rea . 

- 4. 

l rou 

o t e ori 

f 

r ug o t t e u 

int _e 

e noted 

str tio _ d oor locations 

• 
on oor f ""u """'.a.,A ,l!wU. int ct 

deling job on t hous • In 

11 ins a.nee ., evi ence ti.11 r · in in ,o of il notches into 

the o atuddin t e original door window loc tions. n 

the fir floor, t door · ori lly 0 to t west, one 

in.to th orth roo t con into t c nt r room. 

similar situation occur on th e st side. 

door e Lt c to th · e st of th 

the south wall. , a 

d win ow o the 

west . he door po.r _ntly led toward 

out 3 e t to t .e outh • f t · were t 

tchen located 

e, the 

roo to the south could ve been used for dining ..... ,,~ ... es . In 

t e north ll, on windo w. a p1 ced on e ch si e o · t he chimney. 

he one origin l door fr e door 

3 1 1 J/ ' X 6• 2 J/4' • he oth r o _r ext rior oors correspond to 

d sign of t e oor it elf re ins 

conjectur 1 , since no ori in.al doors .v be n locat to date . 

he inte.rior doors a.. pe r to be in th ir ori nal locations nd 

have a corresponding size. 

he fr in o the doo s and windows quite simple. 

he studdin s a ced to o th fr s ton· il directly into 



1. 

them. In the caN or all the original. door openings, rough 

he der wa notched into the studding bout. 61)" above the tirat 

floor . The 1011 x 10 aill waa otched &bout one inch deep to 

provide · alopin aurt ca tor l 3/4tt door aill and frame. he 

window t es were lso nailed directl.J' into the studding Id. th 

the window sill extending beyond the .tr&lle width and notching 

into the atuddin with a S/8° slope to rd the exterior . The 

window sill extended t enough to t he exterior to provide a baee 

for the exterior trim. 

Two aises ot windows re apparent from the tl"&Dle au.re-

nt s . One t accomaod&tee eaah aize ot 20 3/ 4 11 x 24" or 

4 light.a over I+; the aecond frame aecommod&t, a eaah aise ot 

26!" x 24 ' or 6 light• over 6. In tour ot the original window 

location•, newer and lar r windows and frame a wre installed., 

possibly inc.a. l.890. In each in.t&nce., the etudding had been 

re-used in different places t.hl'oughout the houae. he original 

locations of these piece• can be readil.T identified. 

Fl"O?l existing evidence, two different height• of the 

window ailla wre usedJ one auring 21ll" and the aecond 410" 

above t he noor. t appears to have been a change in the window 

hei ta ia evident trom. additional notches located 1n each of the 

origin&l l.ocationa up 410 11 above the noor. The tw original 

window frame•, both intact, 11e&eu.re 2 1ll" abow the tloor to the 

sill and show the older not.ch rk• in the studding 1211 higher. 

The two windows in the center roo and the one window in the south 

w.ll seem to be window• measuring 4*0" above the noor onq. 



• 

the cond loor, or ttic, windo 1n both end of 

the house r t ori l struc re. h 

windo to the contempo ey with the 

hi i eYident fro th ' ab&pe 

aiz o t ah. ler windova 1n t - aout ., 

terUons. In h _ tancea 

the vindows on one aid with yellow pin ddin 

th t rti·ced into t e ter collar ti • 
w t atUd• of he ri 

old windo fr et 

• 

the new window si.H 

1 structure. 

tor the 

ond th 

re-used. iec of 

wain the 

j d bead. 

It _ .. _ fro t.he exi.ting ev.lci ce that t 

amall.er type windows r u in bot end _ or t 1865, 

and t t t alteration• 1n th north wall we _COO li . at 

th t t · OUQ Ul'ld rwftt ext, ai NJDOd ling · in o. 

ireplac•• 

1 lultration o. • It onlist · ot eton 

14 reet high 1a1 1n 

stuccoed o r . 4 ve thie • la1 a bri 

bi h, cona1at1n o 45 brick course• la14 .inc 

r photo 

M pproxima.tely 

co iet,ely 

\lt 13 _ I 

n bond. he 

total w1 th ot t bri _ ck, which mclo ed two tluea., 1 4, 

bric stretcher epth of 2 tretc one h 

e7 cap consisted ot tw corbel; t _e first, one rick 

cour th cond, t ric cour a hi , th ottHt bout 

• re ncil • 



The fireplace• &l.l ae to have their orig1nal. brick 

heart.he with th exception of the south room aecond floor which 

ha atone hearth. Th o 1ng o! t he aouth fireplace, room 10), 

has been reduced 1n width and height tro, its original size ot 

42 ' high x 46" wide . h fireplace opening in room 101 remains 

unchanged;· 
A-6 . Interior Finish 
• Floors - The origina.l tloora are still int.act. It 

consists of room length yellow pine, T a , l 'J/16 thick, random 

width boards, running !l'OJa about 9" to 16" 1n width. ch board 

is face nailed every two feet corresponding to the spacing ot the 

floor joist.a. 

b. idnalla - The original finish of the walla on the 

first noor waa pl.a.st r over rived wooden lath, with the poaaible 

exception or the south wall ot the atairw.y being covered with 

vert.ic 1 wood sh thing much a• it uiata todq. 

c. Ceilings - Originally, the beaded poplar ceiling beau 

and second fioor boa.rds, all _unpainted, were le.ft expoNd aa the 

finish on the firat floor . It ie \Ulcert.ain how long the ceiling 

remained. in this condition since in wbaequent years the baame 

were furred to a uni.fo depth nd coYered with wood lath and 

plaster. 

On the second floor, a similar eituation existed. The 

ratters wre let't exposed and in later years they -were he1m to 

provide a uniform surf ce !or lath and plaster. all atud. 24" high, 

1n 214" trOl'll the eave line, returned the plastered ceiling vertic&ll.T 

to the tloor. 
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-7. Outbuilding•, Fences, 

There remains no visible evidence indicating what out­

buildings existed during the 1865 period. l onver, arch ologlc&l. 

investigations could uncover aite locations of number of 

buildings such as the outside kitchen (a 16' x 24' r e structure 

standing about .30 ' south ot the houee), the ice house east of the 

kitchen, and at.a les west ot the houa • Since Pryor right owned 

al.aves and livestock to 'WOrk his farm, there .111Uat Ye exist d 

number o! bams tor storing jor crops such as tobacco and com. 

In an intervi w w1 th • · d La.yne, 5 on t he right 

grounds, he stated that John Rosser bad a plank fence ext.en.din 

fro the Back Lane (with gate here) and surrounding the houae 

on all f our sides. The fence ran between t he house and the 

stable-com crib on t he west. te west of the house allowed 

wagons to drive through the house 7ard and into the stable ,ard. 

The fence extended to the south, turned east and enclosed the 

outside kitchen and ice house, then north to the Back Lane. Layne 

stated that Rosser aould dr1 ve wagons on both sides of t he houae 

coming f'rom the direction ot the Bocock L:me. mall yard g te 

allowed access to th spring aou SOO • to the southeast. . 

B. Existing Condi tiona 

ccording to .. • ~ e , a.ll !'encea were plank.. He recalls 

no picket !'ences. The period rec lled, however, is shortly before 

1900 and does not necesaarily represent the period during the war, 

5. Interview with 
grounds at the 

• • • Layne, 84 years old, conducted on rk 
r1 h Wri ht House, ptember 9, 1959. 



-7. Outbuilding• , Fences, 

There remains no visible evid ce indicating what out­

buildings existed during the. 1865 period. l owever, arch ologic&l. 

investigations could uncover site locations of number of 

buildings such as the outside kitchen (a 161 x 24 ' trame structure 

,standing a.bout .30 1 south ot the houee), the ice house east ot the 

kitchen, and sta les west ot the houa • Since Pryor right owned 

slaves and livestoc to work his ta.rm, there must Ye exist d a. 

number or barns tor storing jor crop• such ae tobacco and com. 

In an interview with • La.yne, 5 on the right 

grounds, he stated that John Rosser bad a plank !'ence sxtendin 

tro the Back Lane (with a gate here) and surrounding the houae 

on all .tour sides. The fence ran between the houae and the 

stable-corn crib on. t he west . te west of the house allolf11d 

wagons to drive through the house 7ard and into the stable ,ard. 

The fence extend to the south, turned east and encloaed the 

outside kitchen nd ice houae, then north to the Back La.ne. Layne 

stated that Rosser could drive wagons on both aidee of the bouee 

coming from the direction of the Bocock L:me. mall yard g te 

allowed access to th spring aou 500 1 to the southeast . 

B. Existing :Condition• 

ccording to .. . L\vne, all reneea were plank. He recalls 

no picket !ences. The period recalled, however, 1a shortlJ" before 

1900 and does not necessaril.7 represent the period during the var, 

5. Interrlev with lfr. • • Layne, 84 years old, conducted on rk 
grounds at the r1 h right House, pt.ember 9, 1959. 
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but it is good evidence that t e fence lin • were pro bq kept 

in repair and represents their location prior to llosaers ownership. 

alks re eta ed to be earthen rather than brick or stone . 

1 . !l!!! 

The • l.890 lteration ot the right house connrted the 

pl.an of the original house to one resembling~ of the older 

Virgin! homes with s trical front tacade; single ent17 with 

wide central hall having an open stairway to the south and a 

room on eit er side . The 8!IBll enclosed . stai~ on the north wall 

of the hall was left in its original. state with accese from both 

the hall and the north room. 

Tbe west side now definiteq became the "front" of the 

house. The two origi.nal doo~s were blocked ot! and. weather-

boarded over. newer doorway with a tra.neom li ht was ,.].aced 

in the cent;er of the house and protected by the addition ot II new 

porch. An ident1c 1 door with a transom light replaced the ma11 .. r 

door in thee st wall opposite the front door, and led directl.T 

onto the rear or back porch. bove the west porch roof, a gable 

was cut into the main root structure w1 th door that allowd 

accesa to the porch roof, presumably for sitting purposes. By 

uain a partially glazed door in the gable, daylight•• prorlded 

for the centr 1 attic •room as well as light for the new stairway. 

The eouth wall first noor, alao underwent. exterud ve 

changes; th• door leadin out to the once detached kitchen and 

the window to the west aide or the chimnq was cloeec:l and 



do r . tional lir;ht for th south roo , 

for th lo s o the s J>rovid for · 

t 11 rir.--- dn O - 0 ni 8 to the 

and wes , to 6 o r 6 11 ht sh with 10" 12 glas • 

so at s r ch9.n ;.· s in tt north room, 

irst oor . One ori · l windo closed in t . e st wall 

and on to the st of the chimne., i n th orth , 1 . · he ori,..._._ 

win.do· o t st of the chimney (north all) d th ori · · 1 

n · o st ll . re both enl r d, ag in for d .tio 

sh th 10" X 12 las • 

o ri , t roo aion, 161 x 24' e built 

project1-n fro the northeast eom r of the original houae. It 

s oonetru.ct on roe p rs, r th r than . eolid toun tion 

like t ori al hou e and . ovi ed tor new kitch and dining 

acilitie provi ions for ditional sle in qu rters in the 

lo.rt, space a- v • steep rrow op stai. , now ved, a 

r tehen roo and allowed he t to tilter 

st ire to the roo bo • eeilln au.s nd . ch ey in 

t eaet en o! the addition ed s the flue tor the 

kitch cook stov, now a new cast iron stove pl.aced the open 

_._ _. , ,.,'"1 .,. ... ce th t . st h v served tor . '!l7 r in the detached 

kit en. cc s t the addition on the first floor s · ained 

thro one of h . origin outside door rro d 

t rou h the two xterior doors facin south omo the rear poroh 

co ru.et ddition e built . In the process ot 
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constructing the new addition, an origin&l window true in the 

eaat wall, Rooa 101, was lathed and plastered over. 

Aff3 Tiaible ana or c~e a fro the grade to the tloor 

level or the old ho s was ved during thi 

• t • ddition at.ands todq, the int rior i guttedJ 

the partition, stairway, flu•, floor an the interior tiniahe• 

have been removed; th full length pore to tbe eoutb s been 

removed and a l&rge part of the ori&i,nal met roof i missing. 

The f or th addition a settled to point o f lure near 

tba center span. he exterior weatherboarding roo£ boards, 

applied in the l.890 ' s , is still in good condition. 

B-2. FoWldation and rame 

The existing £oun tion ot the right se i &bout. 

75% intact with the atone aonr,y in very unata.blo condition. 

Some exterior pointing in 1947 baa held a few atone to other but 

gener lly, a partial coll pae could occur t any ti.ma. Portione 

of the 10" x 10 11 o sill re held in place by locust post• rather 

than b7 the m&IOnry wall• 

Apparantly the original house bad no provisions tor a 

basement , but in later 7ears an attempt W&a e to excavate a 

partial baael.18nt . his is evident by the r ins of small 

ccesa door at grad• level, located to the vest of t he south 

chimney, and alao the removal of two t.o three teat of soil in 

the aouth bal.£ ot the er :wl apace . From &l.l indications it •• 

5 never tiniahed or in any event , never uMd to aey rge extent . 



The 10" x 1011 o sill r esting on the stone masonry 

wall i s about 90,o rott d away. of t he floor Joists are 

also int e condition with their interiors oorn.pletely dis-

integrated. T1lis is rticularly true of t he 10 11 x 10" joiata 

tr un er t e two partit ion3. The deterior tion has not 

a!fecte . et of t h studding, d.iag na.l bracing, and ratters but 

portions of the o 11 late and several of the first floor 

ceiling Joi ts (po .l r) are affected by rotting. 

The tra.ming 1n the addition is generally in good condition 

'Id.th the exc ption or t he sill and t he floor which are beyond 

salvage. 

B-3 . Exterior Finish 

The entire exterior finish repreaenta :materials applied 

since the 18901s. The weatherboa.rding1 cornice, doors and windon, 

the front porch, the rear addition and porch, metal roof• and wall 

6 
paint can be dated within a period ot 70 years. Some cha.ngea in 

window glass were made aa late aa 1920 according to ita owner at 

that time, Mr. Freeman. · 

• eatherbo&rding - The present weatherboarding :1.e a 

pl.a.in rellov pine board 1 measuring 5/8" x 6 3/ 4" with a varying 

exposure to t he weather, 5 3/8 11 to 5 3/1+ 11 • tew pieces ot 

original beaded ;yellow heart. poplar weatherboarding remain 1n tht 

gable end.a and on the nort.h east wall. There are no indication• 

6. I t ia uncertain i! 11 the changes noted were completed at tha 
aame tima Iii.nee the trim ot the addition ie d1tterent in &ll 
respect• to the trim ot the cornice on the main bouae. 
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that paint wa.e ever used until the p sent ther'boardi.ng 

received. one co t o ellow paint . ·'rom onve sation wit local 

re ident, thi int aet 40 ye rs. 7 

b . ~- the exterior trim except t e corner board.a 

represent poet- lvll , r me oda of aw uf cturing and construction. 

. eaves and rake were extended past the original rooi' line and 

both crc»m. and be ldin s mitered co plet ~ un the house, 

including the front ga. le. The ,rah was oo finished lid.th a 

similar t · uro :m and bed moldings f or th deli tion ar 

J.ain recto.ngula.r bo rd wit a eveled top and ot·t om a ge, Ht 

on a 45° slope; the rake vaa finisMd off with a tapered vergebo&rd 

extending over a corner block at the eave line. I n all reapect•, 

the addition sees like an arlier type construction compared to 

the cornice and trim of the . in house . 

c. Roofing - he present roof retains the original root 

boards ot rough saw11 yellow pine, 3/411 thick 'Iii.th Vi eying widths, 

9 "to 10! . The original wooden shingle roof was replaced with 

a raised seam metal roof and later repured vi.th an asphalt paper 

'Which exists tod • 

B-4. Doors and WindoW8 

All doors an windows are post- Ci"fil ar, with the 

exception of the two attio windows 1n the south end. These "Windows 

appear to date shortly i'ter the ereotio of the houae and before 

7. .Lvne int rview; stated never reca.J J 1 ng the hou. e baing punted 
until Mr. reeman und•rwent extenaiw repairs rt.er 1920. u-. La;,n• 
w.1 acquainted with both ri&h irigbt and John Rosser before 
their deatha. 
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186.5. The tirllt vindow replacement• on t he first fioor had aaah 

with 6 over 6 lights and gl.aH aize 10" x 12" and 8" x 10" glaea 

aize on t he second !loor, north wall. The s&ah -tr . re 

replaced in the 19201 • apparentq had the large 24' x JO ' •• 
f ound in several of the ld.ndowa. The doors and window• re in 

ta.ir condition but have no significant value to the propoHd 

period ot restoration. 

5. Chimney and ireplaces 

The chimney-a are those origina.l.l3 construct ; t he lower 

14 1 se 1* conatructed ot fiel d rock laid in Nnd pattem 

and surmounted by a brick at&ck ll teet high. The era! con-

dition ot the chillney ia good bu.t rec«tt rtar work in 1947 

doea not correspond to th• old in color and texture. Faint pencil-

ing ark• can aeen on the brick wrk and enough large stuccoed 

Sllrl ce of old rt r remain to suggest that the entire rock 

base waa atuccoed. 

One ohimnq p ia Dd.eaing and the other 1• alowl¥ 

brealdn a.way. attempt to stabilize both chimlqa was lll&de 

in 1947, when a tie-rod with" 11 clamps•• inst.ailed through the 

attic level. It ae8?RII to be ot no structural value and lllq' do 

more ha than good due to the e:xpanaion and contraction ot the 

tie-rod. The bricks ck in the addition ha• b4ten com.pleteq 

re vect. 

The three brick hearths have aome brick removed. but 

enough ot the original pattern r ina to re-construct them to their 
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original appearance . 

B-6. Interior iniah 

• d walls and ceilings - All sidewalls an ceilings 

on both floors have had their wood la.th and plaster finish removed. 

he onlT interior finish r«nai.ning are a !ew vertical wall bo rel• 

enclosing the stairway in o 102. 

B. loor• - The general condition ot the fiooring on 

both .tloor is considered good. me boards on tho first floor 

show signs of deterior tion near tho outside walls and partitions 

but the floor ie uaeable. 

B-7. Outbuilding•, 

All the info t.ion concerning outbuildings 1• very ger. 

deacription of the outbuildjngs vaa given by' fr. reeu.n but not 

enough t eta are stat d to aid in restoration. One photogre.ph 

exists that hova the pr &ftllce ot a stable and com crib but both 

are b lleved. to be poat-war. The site or the kitchen and ice 

house can probably be located. with local intervi rws and a.rcheologic&l 

inveati tione. 

a.lka and fences are entirely c.onjectural. .t'amily 

cemetery plct to the aouth is still identifiable a well as the 

spring that served for do_meatic water. 
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III. 

The 'right Houa remains the la.at historic structure 

unrestored d.thin the old ppomattox Court village. 

The physical tr o the house ha. deteriorated with 

extrema &ccel ration within. the past ten years ma.kin the following 

reco · dations necee ry to ve th etruoture &a background for 

the 1865 Village scene. 

It ia recommended that the exterior ot the "fright House 

be restored according to rchitectural rawin 

( e ppendix - 2) . his would necessitate the removal of the 

existing porch, the front ga.bl•, the rear ddition, doors and 

windows, comice and weath rboarding, 11 dating fro the post­

civil war period, nd the replacement or the u chitecturaJ. 

elements according to the proposed rchitectural. cw wings. 

It is also reco ended that the interior • ce be 

rehabilitated tor future use a park ploT9e living quart.era. 

Thia would. include the exc tion of t with 

heating and coolln (alternate) eyst. , washing r cilltiea and 

the modernization of the first noor to adapt it uae s living 

quart.era with living-dining, kitchen, bedroom &nd bathroom 

racilltie•• 

It is :recommended that the attic roou be left un­

finished to provide storage • ee on1T. 

ince the introduction ot the new entrance road to the 

Till.ag area passes within a. tev hundnd feet ot the ~ riah right 
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House, it is reco ended that the outbuildings be considered aa 

a necessary teatur of the landscap and utilized. a functions of 

the house. It i reco ded th.a: tbe once detached kitchen, bout 

30 f'eet. south of th existin house, be re-built to serve &a 

additional le ing u rters fo1~ larger r ly need or as 

guest house ; and the st ble rebuilt utilizing it for car storage. 

t the present time, it 1 not know conclusively' where t he 

existing sites of the detached kitchen, ice house , st ble and 

fences are loc ted. o expedite this information, it is recomended. 

that a.n archeologi.st conduct an inv stigation !or the bow 

entioned fe tures aoon. 

It is oo r commended t t the fence lines be lee ted 

and fences reconstructed on the a.rchaological evid nee found along 

with the Layne interview findings on fences , 

If underground electrical service ia planned fter 

restor tion, it is recommended that t pora.ry electric l eerv!ce 

be inata.lled to the re until th• permanent installation is 

fini h • roviaions for tying into such a.n underground s,ystea 

should be provided at the time of restoration, 

It i recommended that the ter, s ge and dr inage 

syetelllS be completed while the necessary earth moTing equipunt 

ia on the job. Water and sewerage can be tied to existing lines. 

thorough examination ot the original exterior wood 

comice and we therboa.rding showed that the house as 1 t originally' 

was built and occupied prior to the Civil r, was never painted, 



ln keeping with the intentions or the principal• of restor ti.on, 

it. is recom.TDer.ded. that the house be left unpainted. s 

prevention ga.inat deterioration, and maintenance, it is reco ended 

tba.t the exterior wood worl b ven tw co ts of ~drozou or a 

similar product a dir ct d by the ufactures speeitioatione. 

In gen ral, the total proposed. pro for the 

rehabilita.t ... on d re tor tion or the ight llouae e&n be 

comprehended r .fully in tho follolf'in cost estimate report and 

a ca.re:f'Ul study of the pr eliminary rchitcctural dr wings submitted. 



IV . COST ESI'I TE 

Demolition of cent dditions 

avation and Foundation, including 
Drainage, .. ewer and ater 

irepla.ces and Chimneys 

Rest.ore and .. tabilize r' raming 

Roofin 

erior inish 

Interior converted t o 

scell.a.neoua 

10% for Contingencies 

rters 

Total 

400 

6,165 

800 

7,800 

795 

1, 380 

10,055 

350 

2,775 
J0,520 

21. 
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