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BULLDING NAME Mariah Wright House
BUILDING NUMBER 15

PROPOSED USE = The exterior of this structure will be
restored and rehabilitated to conform to its appearance
in 1865. Interior alterations and improvements will
adapt the Mariah Wright House for use as employees'
quarters.

PROVISION FOR OPERATION AND FURNISHING - The Mariah iright

House will be maintained from the quarters deduction fund.
The employee assigned to occupy these quarters will provide
all furniture except refrigerator, range, and hot water
heater.

PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE - It is estimated that the cost of the

proposed work, including stabilization, will amount to $30,522.
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DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF SURVEY

The Mariah viright house stands about a quarter of a mile south
of the Appomattox Court House green and a hundred yards north of the
present location of Virginia Higlmay 24. The long axis of the house
is north and south, with the front facing toward the west. The orig-
inal building was a story-and-a~half frame structure on the typical
Virginia long-house plan with a wide central hall, out of vhich both
front and back doors opened, and two rather small rooms on either sidej
a steep, narrow, enclosed stairway on the north side of the hall led
up to the loft-~bedrooms, which were lit only by two small windows on
either side of the chimneys at each end of the building. Subsequently,
ammm-um,mmmgmmmm»m;
resting on piers instead of the solid foundation of the original struc-
ture. Another alteration was the addition of a front porch, surmounted
by a gable-projection with a large window to give additional light to
the second floor; an open stairway (now removed) was built into the
hall to provide easier access to the upper story.

ABSTRACT OF OWNERSHIP

The land on which the house stands was purchased by Pryor Wright
in 1785 at a time when this section was a remote corner of Prince
Biond onmiyy Tiis snigheal pvsiies of 48 suwes wis deilad teive
years later when he beugit: 425 acres adjoining from Robert Plessante of

Henrico County.
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By 1812 the expansion of farming along the upper Appomattox
encouraged Pryor Wright to consider the erection of a grist mill on
Plain Run, which flowed through his property. Together with his son,
Pryor Wright, Jr., he made application to the Prince Edward County
Court for permission to erect a dam and received the court's approval
on 17 Hovember, 1812.3 At the same time theyounger Pryor Wright ac-
quired from William and Mourning Sweeney and Nathaniel and Eligzabeth
Kelly two small tracts adjoining his father's propc't.y.‘ Perhaps be-
cause of the disruption of trade resulting from the War of 1812, the
dam was not built immediately, and two years later the elder Wright
twrned over all his interest in the project to his sm.s Although the
mil!.lwasi.nc:pm'ai'.ixonhv,ylaﬂl),6 the assessor did not consider it of
sufficient value to be added to the tax lists; nor, for that m.tm;
didhetakeuvnotioe'ofthcmdofmmnpmmwm
Wright,Sr.7 Hevertheless, when the elder Wright died in 1820, he was
a man of means by the standards of his day; he left personal property
valued at $4,533.77, including nine Negro men and three books, in
addition to land estimated at 925 mu.s

meyomgummgxt,mumofthirty?mm.cm
inherited from his father's estate to the four he already owned and
celebrated his new position in the community by erecting in 1823 a
house impressive enough to attract the attention of the taxumsor;
probably the original of the present building.m About the same time
he married a young girl named Mariah, and in 1827 had a son named

Campbell, Pryor Wright's fortune increased along with his family.
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u«wmmmmwwmlgam-ummw
widow Sweeney and her daughter Sally. His slaves increased from
two in 1820 to four in 18445 he owned six horses to work his fields;
he carried a silver watch and had a metal clock on his mantelpiece,
rather than the cheaper wooden timepiece, which was all that some of
hishsafmmmeuﬂddfwd.n

The importance of Pryor Wright's farm was greatly increased in
1845 when the new county of Appomattox was created and the court house
was established on the adjoining property, just opposite the Clover Hill
Tavern. When the town of Clover Hill was laid out, Pryor Wright him-
self bought a lot across from the Court House green and in 1848 erected
m.nmvmusm.mu&mmwmmmu
invest in several other tracts of land, including fifty acres which he
wmmmmﬁ In 1851 the assessor took note of his
increased prosperity by raising the valuation of his farm 50 per cent,
mm.wumw.m

Pryor Wright did not have long to enjoy his growing wealth, how-
ever, for three years later he died, leaving his estate to his widow
mmmmm In the division of the property the farmhouse and 71
acres of the farm went to Marish VWright, who made some improvements in
the home, probably some longecherished ideas which had been opposed by
horhuhmbl.nd.m She still had with her her youngest child, named
Sarah J., born shortly before Pryor's death, and her other daughter
Lenice also came to live with her, LonieamwriodtaJohnA.Rosur;
umudawmmmmacmmn.m John
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had the inevitable difficulties with his mother-in-law, and he Qg

Lenice later moved across Plain Run to the Carter House cottage,
THE WRIGHT HOUSE IN 1865

Nothing more serious than these family quarrels disturbed the
peace of the Wright farm for the next few years, even though Virginia
was caught up in a bloody civil war. The conflict swirled over the
state from the Chesapeake to the Alleghenies, but the sounds of battle
never reached peaceful Clover Hill, A man named Wilmer Mclean, in fact,
having seen two battles fought over his lanassas farm, came to Appomattox
to escape from the war and bought the Raine place, Then, in April 1865
fate suddenly directed the contesting armies westward toward Clover iHill,
msam,snml,mcamﬁmwmmmawm
of Appomattox County, desperately seeking to escape the grasp of Grant's
ever~lengthening arm. That night Confederate soldiers encamped all
around Clover Hill and on the Wright farm, Next morning came a sight
which Mariah Wright would never forget. Up out of the low ground to
the south came a row of blue-clad soldiers. Spnudmtindd.rnd.ahnm;
shcyadnwodmutmum,putmmmmmetnum;up
to the edge of the tom, At that moment one of lee's officers came
ridingout.,bnringadutofhg. He rode up to the Union brigadier to
halt his advance, mm.muwpsmaumumm,
General Grant and General Lee rode into the town to meet in Wilmer MclLean's
home and arrange the swrender terms. The Wright farm had seen the last

battle of the Civil war.
Hik



THE WRIGHT HOUSE AFTER 1865

After the war iariah Viright contimued to live with her daughter
Sargh in the farmhouse, In 1870, at the age of 62, she swidenly changed
her name to Maria Vebb, mmw;mmmrmm,u;
u«,mmm.mmmmwmoummma
enumerator came around on 18 July 1870, and was never heard of again,
When Sarsh died or married and Maria VWebb was left alone in the house,
the Rossers moved back in to take care of the place, and stayed there
unbi] she died dn 1887 ab the age of 79.  The old widow was buried in
tmmmzmxymwvsmmum-hm,mwmm-
Ma&ﬂmm-u

umu@wntowrwm.mwwuamm,:m
Rosser bought out her rights and added the farm to the few acres he
Mmz About the same time he was left a widower when Lenice
Mun-mmm.mwu&mmm
property to his new wife, the former Laura F. Harris, It was probably
attmmumnummhmmmm"mm
of the old wright place. mmwmoummm
he brought all the household operations under one roof by adding a wing
to the house, containing a dining room and an inside kitchen. A new
staircase was bullt into the central hall to replace the old, narrow,
ladder-like stairway. The upstairs was lightened by putting larger
windows in the south wall and by a gable-projection to permit a window
on the west side of the second story., Below the new gable was a porch
which gave architectural unity to the front besides providing a shaded

HS
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place to sit in the open air,

John Rosser's remodeling may have pleased his young wife, but the
expense came at an ill-fated time. Already trade was drifting away
from Clover Hill to the new town that was growing up around the rail-
road station, and, when the Court House burmed down in 1892, the county
seat also moved to the station, As the decline in local property values
was accelerated by the depression which began in 1893, the assessor in
1896 recorded the decrsass in John Rosser's personal fortune by reducing
his total valuation from $1645.00 to 39&5.00.”

After John Rosser's death in 1903 his widow married R. F. Graupner
and eight years later sold the old Wright property to Mrs. Adelia C.
ru'g\uon.zg In 1919, just after the first World War, Mrs. Ferguson and
her hushand, State Senator S. L. Ferguson, resold the property to Jehn L.
Freeman of Wateska, m&-.ao}mromd the buildings in poor con=-
dition and tried to improve the famm by tearing down the dilapidated
outbuildings, replacing the broken windows and patching the plaster in
mm.nerkingmthofmformm;Mwmw
property to the Federal government in 1937 and moved back to Illinois,

. THE HOUSE AND ITS OUTBUILDINGS IN 1865

The historical evidence indicates that the only significant changes
made in the house after 1865 were those carried out by John Rosser in
1890, If the architectural evidence shows that any of the alterations
attributed to him were made prior to that date, they were presumably
made in either 1850 or 1856 and were therefore present in 1865,

Hé



The only evidence as to fences and outbuildings is the repoert of
Mr. Freeman on the way he found them in 1920, At that time there was
still standing part of the fence around the yard, as shown in his
sketch, Horth of the fence was a weed-choked rose garden. About
thirty feet south of the house was the framing of what had once been
an outside kitchen, about 16' x 24' in size. The framing was of hewn
timbers, with the weatherboarding which had once covered it completely
torn off and gone, There was also still standing a full rock chimney,
which Mr. Freeman tore down and threw into a hole south of the east end
of the kitehen, which was supposed to have been an icehouse, He also
put the foundation stone fram the kitchen into the same hole. West of
the house was an 18 x 20" log barn or stable, and southeast of that was
a corn house, the only oubbuilding left standing by Mr. Freeman; it has
since been torn down.

At least this many outbuildings must have been in existence in
1865, Since Pryor wright owned four slaves and six horses, he must
have had some quarters for them. If he was a tobacco farmer, as he
probably was, he would also have needed a tobacco barn. The outside
kitchen found by Mr, Freeman must have been the original one for the
house—-perhaps the slaves slept in the loft—and one may assume that
the log barn and the corn house occupied the sites of the original
structures, even though they may have been later replacements., The ice
house and the yard fence also probably date back to 1865; one can imagine
that these were two of the frustrated desires of Mariah Wright's that
she was able to satisfy after the death of her husband,

HY
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CITATIONS

Prince Edward County Records, Farmville, Va., Deed Book 7,
pe 163, James Vright and wife Prudence of Bedford County to
Pryor Wright of Prince Edward County, 17 April 1785.

Prince Edward County Deed Book 11, p. 365. Robert Pleasants
to Pryor Wright, 16 October 1797.

Prince Edward County Deed Book 15, p. 6.

Prince Edward County Deed Book 14, p. 171; William Sweeney and
wife lowrning to Pryer Wright, Jr., 14 April 1812, Ibid., p. 682;
Hathaniel Kelly and wife Slizabeth to Pryor Wright, Jr., 24 Aug-
ust 1312,

Prince Idward County Deed Book 15, p. 173.

Appomattox County Reecords, Appomattox, Virginia, Deed Book 3,
pe 118, The mill appears on the Boyer map of Prince Edward
County, made in 1820, It was abandoned prior to 1854, for on
27 February of that year Pryor Wright, Jr., sold the land on
which "the old mill" was located to Elondjo B. Land, reserving

the mill equipment.
Prince Edward County land tax records, 1821, 1822,

Prince Edward County Will Beok 5, p. 471; Prince Hdward County
land tax records, 1821, 1822, Tﬁoussmndmdthom
total to 830 acres in 1822 "to correct error."

Appomattox County census records, 1850, Family 326; he was
sixty in 1850. He appears in all Appomattox County records as
Pryor R. Wright, to distinguish him from a neighbor named
Pryor B, Wright., The "R." probably stood for Rucker, as family
tradition seems to indicate that his wife called him by that
name; see Happel notes.

Prince fdward County land tax records, 1824, The assessor

reported in 1824, "$119 Ad on act. of new Bullding." Since

other entries on the same page refer to a "new House" it is

possible that this refers to the mill, rather than to a resi-
dence,

Appomattox County census returns, 1850, Family 3263 1860,

Family 426; 1870, Clover [ill Township, Family 487. Marish was
18 years younger than her huspand, and liked to make herself
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even younger. In 1850 she told the census-taker that she was
38, rather than 42, and ten years later she admitted only to
43; not until 1870 did she confess her true age, which was then

12, Prince Edward County Deed Book 18, p. 265; Mourning Sweeny and
Sarah Sweeny to Pryor Wright, 9 January 1824,

13, Prince Edward County personal property tax records, 1820, 18,3,

1i. Appomattox County land tax records, 1347, 1949. The boundary
between the Wright property and the Clover Hill tract is marked
by the road identified in Park records as the Back Lane.

15, Appomattox County land tax records, 1846~50,

16, Appomattox County land tax records, 1850, 1851. Since the valua-
tion of the house was raised from 5100, the figure at which it
had been carried for some years, to $300, this could indicate some
significant change in the structure, If the 1824 assessment re~
ferred to the mill, this might mean the erection of the original
part of the present structure; it could also indicate the building
of the wing on the house. It is more likely, however, that this is
merely part of a general reassessment, The value of a 15-1/4 acre
tract which Wright owned was raised from §1 to §2 an acre, while
the 50-acre tract acquired from his brother Thomas was left un-
changed at $10 an acre.

17. The farm is listed on the 1855 tax records as belonging to the
Pryor wright estate, Although Pryor Vright's will was destroyed
when the Appomattox Court House burned in 1892, the tax records
and the census returns provide some evidence concerning his
children. The oldest son, Campbell, was a shoemaker in 1850
living with his wife Mildred, two children, and three young boys
who were apparently his wife's children by a former marriage.
(1850 Census, Appomattox County, Family 321). Three other sons,
Fontaine (also spelled Fountain), Gilliam, and Chambers, all
youngsters in 1850, apparently died within the next ten years,
as they are not found in the 1860 census. (1850 Census, Appo~
mattox County, Family 326; 1860 Census, Appomattox County, Family
426), The 1840 census indicates that there were also two other
daughters, born between Campbell and Lenice, who had died or
married before 1850, (1840 Census, Prince Edward County, p. 238,
Pe Re ‘.%'r:lgl’& fm)o

HY



19, Comversations by Ralph Happel with Mrs. Bessie Ferguson and
Mrs, Lenice Gills, nieces of John Rosser, 16 September 194l;
1860 Census, Appomattox County, Family 426.

20, Happel conversations; 1870 Census, Appomattox County, Clover
Hill Township, Familles 486, 487. ’

21, %%awl.”,po 852. Report of Brigadier General
o L s commanding first brigade, First Division,
V Army Corps.

22, 1870 Census, Appomattox County, Clover Hill Township, Family 487.
' %nmhwuhﬂ.nm»ﬂumytuﬁnsm

23. 1880 Census, A tox County, Clover Hill Distriect, p. 346
(mderofilm 1353); date of desth is determined by a change in the
ownership on the 1888 tax list from Maria Webb to Nancy webb,

24, Family tradition reports that she was buried there, and it is
likely that the other members of the family were also interred

in the same cemetery.

25, Appomattox County land tax records, 1882, 1890, Family tradi-
tion says that Nancy Vebb was a daughter of Mariah Wright by
her second marriage, but the census records indicate that this
was a biological impossibility., Unfortunately, hone of the
available records give any clue to Nancy Webb's identity.

26, Appomattox County will Book, 1, p. 100,
27. The only direct evidence for these statements is the fact that the
assessed value of the house was changed from $200 to $400 in 1891—

it had been assessed at $300 from 1871 to 1875 and at $200 from

1876 to 1890, It is possible that some or all of these changes
may have been made in the 1850's,

28, Appomattox County land tax records, 1896.
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29.

Appomattox County Deed Book, 13, p. 18. Laura F.
and R, F. Graupner to Adelia C. Ferguson, 20 November 191l.

Appomattox County Deed Book 20, p. 18, Adelia C. Ferguson
mghuMGwJoML.lethG. Freeman, 22 December
1919.

Freeman's report on the buildings as he found them is
appended %o this report.
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e March 3@{ 1957

Questions for Mr. Freeman About the Freeman Property at
Appomattox, Virginia

1, When did you buy this tract? /,?_ o
2. How did you learn it was for sale? M,{W ;MW
3. Whom did you buy it from? Aendom — W 3’:

4. Was it overgrown when you came to Appomattox? 7“

Nr. Frank Graves once told me that you did a lot of work clearing ground '
after you got the place. J l vome |y {o
5. What was the condition of the house when you came here? yf el _fton
Wrsowd Fond 34 tunpylam RAvdom Lo
6. What repairs or c.bnngos did you make? ¢ M P Aowr /J—M mede To
for sennd of ;«‘ M mar Lt an QVaA - ﬂ-td..c Jlosln
Mere the%porch and ing room kitchen ell on the building when

you came here?. f’g' '

8. Did you put in the staircase in the hall or was it there when you came? /e

9. Were there any outbuildings standing? /&?M& 2 lﬂ.&"(/
and_ @ M /va%;. A‘m% 11~ fome S i

10. If there were buildings, will you tell me where they stood and somet
about their construction, i.e. log, weatherboarding, sisze, interior and exterioxn e

finish, et.c. ;ﬁ - . (. JE % - Zha
M», 7 b ATH 4

. d you ever hear that John Rosser lived in the house at one time? 7‘)0 S

¥

12, Do you remember anyone saying anything about what changes John Rosser made
in the house? o

Did John Rosser build the dining room kitchen amnex or the front perch

or change the front roof line? /Jiegeny _/, Q W /. bl

13. According to our records, this house was occupied in 1865 by Marial lridlt.
widow of Pryor Wright. Do you have any recollection of the Wrights owning this

house or any information about the Wrights? m‘? A Loyt

1l4. Mrs. Bessie Ferguson (you remember her) told me that 6ld Mrs. Wright was
buried in the little cemetery just south of the house.. Did you ever hear this
story} 7(4 Do you know who else is buried in this cemetery? . AI

Acaud M’MLM
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r~ »
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rA
= L8
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s 7

16, Could you draw a rough sketch of the house and outbuildings, fences,
roads, loutionundtypeortmumr-bcth-? W/:

7

17, Anything you want to add to this account.

Thece nea a Hole W”{‘#" 5“{}"&
U iy ek /.,Im/ MJ\%MMM

b e BN

T ot e Mome. v Ji Fammdiom b
| é/wi_ A // M I et dovwn ome
’("‘/J-&(Lav w"@/}wmwfwm
/’C‘:’«wva e+ 6ne wa/mvfmmfafﬂ
| /%'/w WMMJ tices @/wL

47% s -5 ngﬁ,wzz Aol s P
y S Bamie- M/ym i Towen /920 677:?\/?2—9’47146 ;

Wﬂjtl(/auw m i’f";/':’hla/fﬁ-r Q‘%W’f |

P —
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Advance print of Wood's Map showing Vright's ¥ill on Plain Run.
Paterson's Tavemn on Main Buckingham Road is ow Clover Hill
Tavern
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The Marish Wright House circa 1922, Fronmt (west) views Left to richt
Amma Lee Godsey, Myrtle Freeman, Larkin Freeman, Andrew Wingiield,
Howard Freeman, Robert Dunn, Appomattox, Va, m.u is the front of the
houses Copies from a snapshot lent by Mre J. L. Freeman, Watseka, Ill.,

(April 1957)e
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The Mariah Wright House, January 19!6, Fhoto by Netional Park
Service, Copy by Shearer Robertson, July 1957, View of South Side,
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The Mariah VWright Howse, April 1941, Neg. #611, NPS
Front (West View) of Building










The Mariah Wright House, December 19hl, Negz, /876, WPS
North Side of Buildimg










The Marish "risht House, January 194f. East and Worth Side.
(Photo credit National Park Service)










The Mariah Vright House, WNeg. #105he Corn Crib in front yard
(post Civil War Structure, May 17, 1947, prior to razing.
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i.

I, FOREWORD
The Mariah Wright House stands about a quarter mile

southeast of the old Appomattox Court House site. The property

was separated from the Village plat by a road identified in the
Park records as the "Back Lane", The land on which the Wright
House stands was originally purchased in 1785, by Pryor Wright, Sr.,

when this section of Appomattox County was part of Frince Edward

Connty.l

The Mariah Wright House has no known historical
significance other than that it contributed to the Village scene

2 Gonfederste soldiers

during the final hours of the Confederacy.
encamped on the Wright farm on the night of April 8, 1865, and
its owners no doubt participated in the events of the following
day, the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia, commanded by
General Lee, to the Army of the Potomac commanded by General Grant.
After 1887, ownership of the Wright property changed
hands several times until its last owner, disrepair exceeding
repair, sold the property to the Federal government in 1937.
Subsequent stabilization of the structure occurred in 1947 with
the repointing of the stone foundations and chimneys, the

reinforeing of the chimneys with tie rods and clamps, re-roofing

1. Schlegel, Marvin, Dr., "Historic Buildings Report, Mariah Wright
House, Fart I, ACH-NHP, Virginia, July 1958.

2, Report of J. L. Chamberlain, Brigadier General, Commander, First
Brigade, First Division, Fifth Army Corps, April 6, 1865, reads as
follows: "My skirmish line had reached the town, its right being
at the house of Mrs, Wright,...." Notes taken from Ralph Happel
file, ACH-NHP, Virginia,



ii.

where required, and the removal of the interior wood-~lath and

plaster. Two interior stairways, a full length porch to the

southeast and exterior steps, all ca., 1890, have also been

removed,

Research indicates the erection of the original structure

by Fryor Wright, Jr. as the year 1823, although evidence is not

complete.” Several additional outbuildings were added through

the years prior to 1865; one being a kitchen building located
approximately 3C fset south of the present house, and standing as

late as 1920, Mention is also made of an ice house, stable, corn

house and tobaceco barns, grouped about the house on the south

and west lidu."

3.
L

Schlegel, loc, cit., p.2

Notes taken from the Freeman material collected March 1957, on

file at ACH-NHF, Virginia. Freeman was owner of the Wright property
from 1920 until 1937, and did extensive razing of old out-buildings
on the Wright property.
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1I. FHYSICAL HISTORY
A, QOriginal Conditions

A-l. Flan

The plan of the original house is much the same as it
exists today with the exception of the door and window locations
which are described later. It is a story-and-a-half {rame
structure 18' x 40' contalning three rooms on both floors with
chimneys at both ends of the house, serving fireplaces on both
first and second floors. The long axis of the house was oriented
north and south and bears no apparent relationship to the town
plat established some years later.

The location of the original rooms on the first floor
can be determined in section by the presence of larger joists
framed under the room partitions during construction., Also,
where each 4" partition wall meets the exterior frame, a 6"
studding was placed to provide a nailing surface for the interior
finish at the corners., Additional evidence of the floor boards
varying in widths from room to room indicated the need for a
"oreak" in the floor pattern which occurs under the partition
walls.

In the center room, first floor, a steep, narrow enclosed
stairway, although altered somewhat, seems to be the earliest
means of access to the attie. A small landing, 2' x 2'7", up
84" from the first floor, preceeds the flight of stairs leading
directly up to the second floor. Access to the stairway can be
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gained from either the north or center rooms through doors
located perpendicular--and adjacent to--the west wall,

A-2, Frame

The original exterior frame of the house was constructed
entirely from oak, This differentiates the original from the
later remodeling which used yellow pine. A 10" x 10" oak sill,
full length of the house into which the oak studding was
morticed, rested directly upon a stone masonry foundation approxi-
mately three feet above grade, Hand-hewn ocak floor joists,
varying in widths from 3" to 5" and depths from 63" to 10",
spaced approximately 2'-0" on centers were notched into the same
gill, Under each of the two room partitions a 10" x 10" ocak floor
joist was placed to carry the additional load., The four corner
posts were "L" shaped and held in place by diagonal bracing. The
diagonal corner braces are the same length in all corners with
the exception of one in the east part of the south wall, Here, a
shorter brace was used to allow a door to be framed between the
bottom of the diagonal brace and the chimney. SJee photo
illustration No, 10,

The wall studs measure approximately 3" x 4" with the
exception of those framed at the twe wall partitions and those
framed around the original door locations, These studs measure
approximately 6" x 4" and provided, in addition to rigidity, a
nailing surface for both the door trim and plaster lath.

The first floor ceiling beams were notched over a

3 3/4" x 8" oak wall plate and extended about 4" beyond the frame
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of the house, By cutting the extended ends of the beams on a
24° angle 2 nailing surface was provided, properly sloped, for
the original cornice board and trim. The second floor was laid
directly on the ceiling beams, The rafters rested on the second
floor boards above the 4" projection provided by the ceiling
beam overhang.

The only unicue feature of the roof framing is the
unusual spacing of rafters and the method of bracing them., The
rafters were spaced 3'-0" on center from each end and when the
middle of the house was reached, it necessitated the placing of
three pair of rafters on 2'-0" centers, to accommodate its
dimension of 40'-0", The rafters were held rigid by four
diagonal wind braces, 1" x 2}", running from near the ridge in
the:gable ends downward toward the floor near the center of the
house,

A-3, IExterior Finish

a, MYeatherboarding - A fow pleces of the original
weatherboarding are still intact in the upper gable ends and on
the north part of the east wall of the original structure. It
consisted of poplar boards (not beveled) with a 3" bead, The
individual boards vary in thickness; some boards measuring 3"
and other boards measuring 5/8". The width of the individual
boards vary also from 62" to 83", however, all boards were care-
fully scribed (possibly with a knife) to provide a guideline in
maintaining an exposure of 53" to the weather,
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b. Irim - A portion of the original cornice is still
intact on the east wall, It is a simple two-piece trim consisting
of one 3/L" x 9" beaded yellow pine board used as a fascia and a
molded trim board 1" x 3 3/8", yellow pine, "planted" on the
surface of the fascia at its upper edge. The overhang of the
first floor ceiling beams, cut on a 24° angle, provided a
nailing surface for the fascia and trim board.

The verge board for the gable ends no longer exists to
furnish an accurate descri;ition for this piece., The only evidence
remaining (and this is not too clear) is some weathered markings
on the original weatherboarding in the gable ends that suggest
2 tapered barge board wae used with dimensions at the ridge of
2 5/8" and approximately 4 7/16" at the cornice, If this were
the case, a corner block would be necessary to complete closing
the cornice at the eave line,

The corner boards are those originally used. It is in
two pieces; one a beaded board measuring 1 3/8" x 3 1/L", the
other is a simple rectangular piece measuring 1 3/8" x 1 13/16",
The two pieces were butted together and formed an edge for the
weatherboarding to stop.

The discovery of re-used pieces of molding that match
identically the openings cf the original door and window frames
leads one to believe that these were the original window and door
trim for both the interior and exterior casings. Both interior
and exterior trim was molded from a solid piece of wood, cut to
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fit a miter at the top and sloping sill at the bottom, The trim
is similar to that on the old Sweeney house about one-half mile
east built within a few years of the Wright house, At its

fullest dimension, the trim measures 1 1/2" x 3 3/16", The

small windows in the south room, second floor, are not the original
openings althcugh they represent an early alteration, probably
prior to 1865, The window jambs and heads are re-used pieces of
0ld window frames and framed in between an original ocak studding
and a newer yellow pine studding, The original weatherboarding
was left intact around these small windows but the improper fitting
of the weatherboarding around the frame seems to indicate the new
openings were merely an expediency for light and ventilation.

The windows in the north wall, second floor, are
definitely included in the later 1890 remodeling and these larger
windows now extant, are probably rephcmntsl for smaller windows
matching those in the south wall,

No evidence of the use of either gutters and downspouts
or shutters for windows was found,

¢, Roof - The original roof boards remain in use today.

They are 3/4L" yellow pine boards of random widths, 93" to 103",
On the gable ends, the roof boards extended 11" beyond the rafter
just enough to cover the extent of the weatherboarding, Over the
roof boards was laid a roof consisting of hand-riven and dressed
yellow pine shingles. One shingle still in place under the roof
of the addition and assumed to be original had an overhang of
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5" at the eaves. The shingle butts, in all instances, appeared
to be square rather than the typical "fish-scale" type found
elsewhere within the park area.

A~Le Doors and Windows

Numerous changes in the fenestration and door locations
of the original house can be noted from observation.

Two window frames and one door frame remained intact
throughout the numerous remodeling jobs on the Wright house. In
all instances, evidence still remains in form of sill notches into
the oak studding at the original door and window locations, On
the first floor, two doors originally opened to the west, one
into the north room and the second into the center room, A
similar situation occurs on the east side. In the south wall, a
door was placed to the east of the chimney and a window to the
west, The door apparently led towards a detached kitchen located
about 30 feet to the southeast. If this were the case, the
room to the south could have been used for dining purposes. In
the north wall, one window was placed on each side of the chimney,

The one original door frame accommodated a door
3t 1 3/8" x 6* 2 3/4", The other four exterior doors correspond to
a similar "rough-in" opening. The design of the door itself remains
conjectural, since no original doors have been located to date.
The interior doors appear to be in their original locations and
have a corresponding size,

The framing of the doors and windows was quite simple,

The studding was spaced to allow the frames to nail directly inteo
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them, In the case of all the original door openings, a rough
header was notched into the studding about 6'3" above the first
floor. The 10" x 10" sill was notched about one inch deep to
provide a sloping surface for a 1 3/4L" door sill and frame, The
window frames were also nailed directly into the studding with
the window sill extending beyond the frame width and notching
into the studding with a 5/8" slope toward the exterior. The
window sill extended far enough to the exterior to provide a base
for the exterior trim,

Two sizes of windows are apparent from the frame measure-
ments, One frame accommodates a sash size of 20 3/4" x 24" or
L lights over 4; the second frame accommodates a sash size of
263" x 24" or 6 lights over 6. In four of the original window
locations, newer and larger windows and frames were installed,
possibly in c.a, 1890, In each instance, the studding had been
re-used in different places throughout the house., The original
locations of these pieces can be readily identified,

From existing evidence, two different heights of the
window sills were used; one measuring 2'11" and the second 4'O"
above the floor, What appears to have been a change in the window
heights is evident from additional notches located in each of the
original locations up 4'0" above the floor., The two original
window frames, both intact, measure 2'11" above the floor to the
sill and show the older notch marks in the studding 12" higher.
The two windows in the center room and the one window in the south
wall seem to be windows measuring 4L'0" above the floor only,.



On the second floor, or attic, windows in both ends of
the house are alterations from the original structure, The
windows in the north wall appear to the contemporary with the
1890 remodeling, This is evident from the type of trim, shape
and size of the sash, The smaller windows in the south wall,
although much earlier, are also alterations, In both instances
the windows were framed on one side with a yellow pine studding,
toe-nailed rather than morticed into the rafter collar ties as
were the oak studs of the original structure, A re-used piece of
an old window frame made the frames for the small windows in the
south wall, The original weatherboarding was cut to accommodate
the new window size and extends beyond the frame jambs and head,

It is assumed from the existing evidence that the
smaller type windows were used in both end walls prior to 1865,
and that the alterations in the north wall were accomplished at
the time the house underwent extensive remodeling in 1890,

A-5. Chimney and Fireplaces

The original design of the chimmeys can be seen from photo
illustration No., 9, It consisted of a stone base approximately
1) feet high laid in a random pattern and apparently completely
stuccoed over.” Above this was laid a brick stack about 133'
high, consisting of 45 brick courses laid in common bond. The
total width of the brick stack, which enclosed two flues, is 4
brick stretchers and a depth of 2 stretchers and one header,

The chimney cap consisted of two corbels; the first, one brick
course high and the second, two brick courses high, both offset about
4", The mortar joints originally were penciled.
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The fireplaces all seem to have their original brick
hearths with the exception of the south room second floor which
has a stone hearth. The opening of the south fireplace, room 103,
has been reduced in width and height from its original size of
42" high x 46" wide., The fireplace opening in room 10l remains
unc .\

A-6, Interior Finish
a., Floors - The original floors are still intact. It
consists of room length yellow pine, T & G, 1 3/16" thick, random

width boards, running from about 9" to 16" in width, Each board

is face nailed every two feet corresponding to the spacing of the
floor joists.

be m - The original finish of the walls on the
first floor was plaster over rived wooden lath, with the possible
exception of the south wall of the stairway being covered with
vertical wood sheathing much as it exists today.,

¢o Geilings - Originally, the beaded poplar ceiling beams
and second floor boards, all unpainted, were left exposed as the
finish on the first floor, It is uncertain how long the ceiling
remained in this condition since in subsequent years the beans
were furred to a uniform depth and covered with wood lath and
plaster,

On the second floor, a similar situation existed. The
rafters were left exposed and in later years they were hewn to
provide a uniform surface for lath and plaster. Wall stud 24" high,
in 24" from the eave line, returned the plastered ceiling vertically

to the floor.



1G.

A-7. Qutbuildings, Fences, Walks, Fte,

There remains no visible evidence indicating what oute
buildings existed during the 1865 period. However, archeological
investigations could uncover site locations of a number of
buildings such as the outside kitchen (a 16' x 24' frame structure
standing about 30' south of the house), the ice house east of the
kitchen, and stables west of the house, Since Fryor Wright owned
slaves and livestock to work his farm, there must have existed a
number of barns for storing major crops such as tobacco and corn,

In an interview with Mr. Ed L!.yno,s on the Wright
grounds, he stated that John Rosser had a plank fence extending
from the Back Lane (with a gate here) and surrounding the house
on all four sides. The fence ran between the house and the
stable-corn crib on the west. A gate west of the house allowed
wagons to drive through the house yard and into the stable yard,.
The fence extended to the south, turned east and enclosed the
outside kitchen and ice house, then north to the Back lLane. Layne
stated that Rosser could drive wagons on both sides of t he house
coming from the direction of the Bocock Lane., A small yard gate
allowed access to the spring some 500' to the southeast,

B. Existing Conditions

According to Mr. Layne, all fences were plank., He recalls
no picket fences, The period recalled, however, is shortly before
1900 and does not necessarily represent the period during the war,

5. Interview with Mr. Ed. Layne, 84 years old, conducted on Park
grounds at the Mariah Wright House, September 9, 1959.
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A-7. Qutbuildings, Fences, Walks, Fte,

There remains no visible evidence indicating what oute
buildings existed during the 1865 period. However, archeological
investigations could uncover site locations of a number of
buildings such as the outside kitchen (a 16' x 24' frame structure
standing about 30' south of the house), the ice house east of the
kitchen, and stables west of the house, Since Fryor Wright owned
slaves and livestock to work his farm, there must have existed a
number of barns for storing major crops such as tobacco and corn,

In an interview with Mr. %4 Layne,” on the Wright
grounds, he stated that John Rosser had a plank fence extending
from the Back Lane (with a gate here) and surrounding the house
on all four sides. The fence ran between the house and the
stable-corn crib on the west. A gate west of the house allowed
wagons to drive through the house yard and into the stable yard,
The fence extended to the south, turned east and enclosed the
outside kitchen and ice house, then north to the Back lane. Layne
stated that Rosser could drive wagons on both sides of t he house
coming from the direction of the Bocock Lane., A small yard gate
allowed access to the spring some 500' to the southeast,

B. Existing Conditions

According to Mr. Layne, all fences were plank, He recalls
no picket fences, The period recalled, however, is shortly before
1900 and does not necessarily represent the period during the war,

5. Interview with Mr, Bd. Layne, 84 years old, conducted on Park
grounds at the Mariah Wright House, September 9, 1959.
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but it is good evidence that the fence lines were probably kept
in repair and represents their location prior to Hossers owmership.
Walks were stated to be earthen rather than brick or stone,

B-l., Flan

The ca, 1890 alteration of the Wright house converted the
plan of the original house to one resembling many of the older
Virginia homes with a symetrical front facade; single entry with
& wide central hall having an open stairway to the south and a
room on either side. The small enclosed stairway on the north wall
of the hall was left in its original state with access from both
the hall and the north room,

The west side now definitely became the "front" of the
house, The two original doorways were blocked off and weather-
boarded over, A newer doorway with a transom light was placed
in the center of the house and protected by the addition of a new
porch, An identical door with a transom light replaced the smallexr
door in the east wall opposite the front door, and led directly
onto the rear or back porch. Above the west porch roof, a gable
was cut into the main roof structure with a door that allowed
access to the porch roof, presumably for sitting purposes. By
using a partially glazed deor in the gable, daylight was provided
for the central attic’'room as well as light for the new stairway.

The south wall first floor, also underwent extensive
changes; the door leading out to the once detached kitchen and
the window to the west side of the chimney was closed and
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weatherboarded over. Additional light for the south room,
compensating for the loss of the window was provided for by
enlarging the two small original window openings to the east
and west, to é over 6 light sash with 10" x 12" glass,

A somewhat similar change was made in the north room,
first floor. One original window was closed in the east wall
and one to the west of the chimmey in the north wall, The original
window to the east of the chimney (north wall) and the origimal
window in the west wall were both enlarged, again for additional
light, to 6 over 6 light sash with 10" x 12" glass,

To the rear, a two room extension, 16' x 2,' was built
projecting from the northeast corner of the original house., It
was constructed on rock piers, rather than a solid foundation
like the original house and provided for new kitchen and dining
facilities with provisions for additional sleeping quarters in the
loft space above, A steep narrow open stairway, now removed, was
located in the rear kitchen room and allowed heat to filter
upstairs to warm the room above. A ceiling-suspended chimmey in
the extreme east end of the addition served as the flue for the
kitchen cook stove, now a new cast iron stove replaced the open
fireplace that must have served for many years in the detached
kitechen. Access to the addition on the first floor was gained
through one of the original outside doors from Room 101 and
through the two exterior doors facing south ontc the rear porch
constructed when the addition was built, In the process of



13,

constructing the new addition, an original window frame in the
east wall, Room 101, was lathed and plastered over.

Any visible means of access from the grade to the floor
level of the old house was removed during this remodeling.

As the addition stands today, the interior is gutted;
the partition, stairway, flue, floors and all the interior finishes
have been removed; the full length porch to the south has been
removed and a large part of the original metal roof is missing,
The frame of the addition has settled to a point of failure near
the center span. 7The exterior weatherboarding and roof boards,
applied in the 1890's, is still in good condition,

B-2, Foundation and Frame

The existing foundation of the Wright house is about
75% intact with the stone masonry in a very unstable condition.
Some exterior pointing in 1947 has held a few stone together but
generally, a partial collapse could oceur at any time, Portions
of the 10" x 10" cak sill are held in place by locust posts rather
than by the masonry wall,

Apparently the original house had no provisions for a
basement, but in later years an attempt was made to excavate a
partial basement, This is evident by the remains of a small
access door at grade level, located to the west of the south
chimney, and also the removal of two to three feet of seil in
the south half of the crawl space. From all indications it was

never finished or in any event, never used to any large utcnt..’
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The 10" x 10" ocak sill resting on the stone masonry
wall is about 90% rotted away. Many of the floor joists are
also in the same condition with their interiors completely dis-
integrated, This is particularly true of the 10" x 10" joists
framed under the two partitions., The deterioration has not
affected most of the studding, diageonal bracing, and rafters but
portions of the ocak wall plate and several of the first {loor
ceiling joists (poplar) are affected by rotting.

The framing in the addition is generally in good condition
with the exception of the sill and the floor which are beyond
salvage, .

B=3e or I

The entire exterior finish represents materials applied
since the 1890's, The weatherbcarding, cornice, doors and windows,
the front poreh, the rear addition and porch, metal roofs and wall
paint can be dated within a period of 70 mra.6 Some changes in
window glass were made as late as 1920 according to its owner at
that time, Mr, Freeman.

as MWeatherboarding - The present weatherboarding is a
plain yellow pine board, measuring 5/8" x 6 3/4" with a varying
exposure to the weather, 5 3/8" to 5 3/4", A few pieces of
original beaded yellow heart poplar weatherboarding remain in the
gable ends and on the north east wall, There are no indications

6. It is uncertain if all the changes noted were completed at the
same time since the trim of the addition is different in all
respects to the trim of the cornice on the main house.
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that paint wae ever used until the present weatherboarding
received one coat of yellow paint, [rom conversaticns with local
residents, this paint was applied within the last 40 years.7

be Irim - All the exterior trim except the corner boards
represent post-Civil War methods of manufactwring and construction,
The eaves and rake were extended past the original rcof line and
both crown and bed moldings mitered completely around the house,
including the front gable, The porch was also finished with a
similar trim. The c¢rown and bed moldings for the addition are
plain rectangular boards with a beveled top and botiom edge, set
on a 45° slope; the rake was finished off with a tapered vergeboard
extending over a corner block at the eave line, In all respects,
the addition seems like an earlier type construction compared to
the cornice and trim of the main house,

¢e Roofing - The present roof retains the original roof
boards of rough sawn yellow pine, 3/4" thick with varying widths,
93" to 103", The original wooden shingle roof was replaced with
a raised seam metal roof and later repaired with an asphalt paper
which exists today.

B-4e Doors and Windows

All doors and windows are post-Civil War, with the
exception of the two atiic windows in the south end. These windows
appear to date shortly after the erection of the house and before

7+ Layne interview; stated never recalling the house being painted
until Mr., Freeman underwent extensive repairs after 1920, Mr. Layne
was acquainted with both Mariah Wright and John Rosser before
their deaths,
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1865, The first window replacements on the first floor had sash
with 6 over 6 lights and glass size 10" x 12" and 8" x 10" glass
size on the second floor, north wall, The sash Mr. Freeman
replaced in the 1920's apparently had the large 24" x 30" glass
found in several of the windows. The doors and windows are in
fair condition but have no significant value to the proposed
period of restoration,

B-5. C and Fi e

The chimneys are those originally constructed; the lower
14' base is constructed of field rock laid in a random pattern
and surmounted by a brick stack 13} feet high. The general con-
dition of the chimney is good but recent mortar work in 1947
does not correspond to the old in color and texture, Faint pencil-
ing marks can hbe seen on the brick work and enough large stuccoed
surfaces of old mortar remain to suggest that the entire rock
base was stuccoed,

One chimney cap is missing and the other is slowly
breaking away, An attempt to stabilize both chimneys was made
in 1947, when a tie-rod with "3" clamps was installed through the
attic level, It seems tec be of no structural value and may do
more harm than good due to the expansion and contraction of the
tie-rod., The brick stack in the addition has been completely
removed,

The three brick hearths have some brick removed but
enough of the original pattern remains to re-construct them to their
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original appearance.,
B-6, Interior Finish

a. Sidewalls and ceilings - All sidewalls and ceilings
on both floors have had their woed lath and plaster finish removed,

The only interior finish remaining are a few vertical wall boards
enclosing the stairway in Room 102,

Be Iloors - The general condition of the flooring on
both floor is considered good. Some boards on the first floor
show signs of deterioration near the cutside walls and partitions
but the floor is useable.

B-7, F W Ete.

All the informaticn concerning outbuildings is very meager,
A description of the outbuildings was given by Mr. Freeman but not
enough facts are stated to aid in restoration. One photograph
exists that shows the presence of a stable and corn crib but both
are believed to be post-war. The site of the kitchen and ice
house can probably be located with local interviews and archeological
investigatione,

Walks and fences are entirely conjectural. A fanily
cemetery plet to the south is still identifiable as well as the
spring that served for domestic water.
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IITI. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESTORATION
The Mariah Wright House remains the last historic structure

unrestored within the old Appomattox Court House village,

The physical frame of the house has deteriorated with
extreme acceleration within the past ten years making the following
recommendations necessary to save the structure as background for
the 1865 Village scene.

It is recommended that the exterior of the Wright House
be restored according to Architectural Drawing No, NHP=-ACH 3072
(See Appendix A-2). This would necessitate the removal of the
existing porch, the front gable, the rear addition, doors and
windows, cornice and weatherboarding, all dating from the post-
civil war period, and the replacement of the same architectural
elements according to the proposed architectural drawings,

It is also recommended that the interior space be
rehabilitated for future use as park employee living quarters.
This would include the excavation of a partial basement with a
heating and cooling (alternate) system, washing facilities and
the modernization of the first floor to adapt its use as living
quarters with living-dining, kitchen, bedroom and bathroom
facilities,

It is recommended that the attic rooms be left un-
finished to provide storage space only.

Since the introduction of the new entrance road to the
village area passes within a few hundred feet of the Mariah Wright
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House, it is recommended that the outbuildings be considered as

a necessary feature of the landscape and utilized as functions of
the house., It is recommended that the once detlched kitchen, about
30 feet south of the existing house, be re-built to serve as
additional sleeping quarters for larger family needs or as a

guest house; and the stable rebuilt utilizing it for car storage.
At the present time, it is not known conclusively where the
existing sites of the detached kitchen, ice house, stable and
fences are located, To expedite this information, it is recommended
that an archeologist conduct an investigation for the above
mentioned features soon.

It is also recommended that the fence lines be located
and fences reconstructed on the archeclogical evidence found along
with the Layne interview findings on fences.

If underground electrical service is planned after
restoration, it is recommended that temporary electrical service
be installed to the area until the permanent installation is
finished, Provisions for tying into such an underground system
should be provided at the time of restoration,

It is recommended that the water, sewage and drainage
systems be completed while the necessary earth moving equipment
is on the job. Water and sewerage can be tied to existing lines.

A thorough examination of the original exterior wood
cornice and weatherboarding showed that the house as it originally
was built and occupied prior to the Civil War, was never painted.
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In keeping with the intentions of the principals of restoration,

it is recommended that the house be left unpainted. As a
prevention against deterioration, and maintenance, it is recommended
that the exterior wood work be given two coats of ."lvdroso' or a
similar product as directed by the manufactures specifications.

In general, the total proposed program for the
rehabilitation and restoration of the Mariah Wright House can be
comprehended more fully in the following cost estimate report and
a careful study of the preliminary architectural drawings submitted.



IV. COST ESTIMATE

Demolition of Hecent Additions

Excavation and Foundation, including
Drainage, Jjewer and Water

Fireplaces and Chimneys
Restore and Stabilize Framing
Roofing
Exterior Finish
Interior converted to Quarters
¥iscellaneous
10% for Contingencies

Total

6,165

7,800
795
1,380
10,055
350

30,520

2.



V. APPENDIX

A. Drawings
A-l, Existing Conditions, HABS 7 Sheets
A-2, FPreliminary Restoration Drawings

NHP=ACH 3072 1 Sheet



SHEET 1 OF 7 HABS AUGUST 1959
First floor plan and general notes of the Mariah
Wright House showing existing coaditions.
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SHEFT 2 OF 7 HABS AUGUST 1959
Second floor plan and general notes of the Mariah

Wright House showing existing conditions.
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SHEET 3 CF FHABS AUGUST 1959

West elevation showing existing conditions with
dotted lines showing original window and door locations.
Mantels, ioom 101 and 103 shown in detail.
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SHEET L OF HABS AUGUST 1959
North and south elevation showing existing

conditions.
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SHEET 5 OF 7 HABS AUGUST 1959
East elevation showing existing conditions; original
window and door frame details first floor, pre-Civil War

window detail second floor, Room 203,
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SHEET 6 OF 7 HABS AUGUST 1959
Longitudinal and transverse sections of “ariah
Wright House showing existing conditions of interior

frame,
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SHEET 7 OF HABS AUGUST 1959

Original corner boards, ceiling beams, poplar
weatherboarding, cornice and brick heartis as found in
place; included are window details of ca, 1890 window
frame and sash,
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A=2, RECOMMENDED RESTORATICN
OCTOBER 1959

Preliminary restoration drawings
NHF=-ACH 3072 are based primarily on existing
structural evidence and comparative studies
of existing structures in the Appomattox area

dating back to 1865,
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Be Illustrations



ILLUSTRATION HO, 1

One of the earliest views of the Mariah Wright
House after its acquisition by the Park Cervice in 1937,
This shows the general features of the Wright House
- after remodeling attributed to John Rosser in 1890's,

View is from the west,

FPh, Ralph Happel, April 1941
Neg. No. 611, Appomattox Court House NHP







ILLUSTRATICN NO, 2
View taken from northeast corner of 1890's

addition to the original Wright House, showing conditions
before stabilization program started in 1947. Note

rear porch and chimney.

Ph, credit National Park Service
N..Bo NQ. ACH NHP







ILLUSTRATION NO, 3

Interior view of entrance hall looking west,
room 102, showing original stairway to the right and
the 1890's stairway to the left, now removed.

Ph, Green, HABS, ca. 1940
Neg. No. ACH NHFP







ILLUSTRATION NC, 4
Room 101, view to the northwest before
removal of plaster from walls and ceiling in 1947.

Ph, Green, HABS, ca. 1940
Neg. No. ACH NHP







ILLUSTRATION NO, 5

View of attic rooms taken from room 101
looking south into rooms 202 and 203. Fhoto takoxi
before the removal of lath and plaster in 1947.
Compare with photo Illustration Ne. 27.

Fh, Oreen, HABS, ca. 1940
Neg. No, ACH NHP







ILLUSTRATION NO, 6

Fresent day view of Mariah Wright House from the west.
Front porch, gable, doors and windows, cornice and rake trim and
weatherboarding all date after 1865, Note condition of foundation
to the right.

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 546







ILLUSTRATION NO. 7

View from the north. Alterations to the
original house can be compared with the proposed
restoration drawing which show original conditions
prior to 1865,

Fh. Jack E., Boucher, May 1959
N's. No. ACH NHP







ILLUSTRATION NO, 8
View taken from the east, Compare with photo illustration

lioe 2 taken before stabilization in 1947.

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 543







ILLUSTRATION NO, 9

View taken from the South. Small attic windows appear to
be pre-civil war period with original weatherboarding remaining with
gable end cut around the window frames. Fointing of chimmey and
stone masonry work done in 1947.

Ph. Jack E, Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 547







ILLUSTRATION NO. 10

Interior of room 103 looking south showing present condition
of room, Lath and plaster had been removed exposing all the original
window and door openings. One original window opening (sill notch) can
be seen to the right of the fireplace up 4'-0" from the floor. 4&n
original door opening with header still intact can be seen to the left
of the fireplace and presumably led to the outside kitchen some 30 feet
away., Fireplace has been altered in size. HNotice the short diagonal
brace to the left allowing for framing of door jamb.

Ph, Jack E., Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 569







ILLUSTRATION NO, 11

Close-up view of window opening in south wall,
room 103, showing studding built out and pegged to
accommodate width of window frame,

Phe Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No, EODC 579

—







ILLUSTRATION NO. 12

Interior view of east wall, room 103, Original studding has
been cut above and below window replacement, WNote original notch for
a sill cut in the studding to right of window,

FPhe Jack . Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. HODC 536







JLLUSTRATION WO, 13

North view of room 103 leoking into room 102 and room 101,

Notice position of removed stairway overhead.

Ph, Jack E, Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No, EUDC 563







ILLUSTRATION NO., 14
West view of room 103, showing original sill cuts in

studding to left of window; the original ocak stud has been cut to
allow room for the newer window of 1890's,

Note unequal spacing of studs against equal spacing of
ceiling joist,

Ph. Jack E, Boucher, December 1958
n.zo No. EODC 5109
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ILLUSTRATION NC, 15

North view of room 102 showing possible original stairway
location, He-used studs can be seen in wall to left., Interior doors
appear to be in original location.

Ph., Jack K. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 539







ILLUSTRATION NO. 16

West view, interior of room 102, Fresent door cccupies
position of an original window while original door locatiocn can be
seen to the left with header up 6'-3", intact.

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Heg. Ne. EODC 560







ILLUSTRATION NO. 1

East view of center room 102. Note window sill notch to
the right of the door covered over with a piece of original exterior
door trim, FPresent door occupies position of an original but lower
doorway opening.

Ph, Jack E, Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 538
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ILLUSTRATION NO, 18

e

Close-up view of exterior door and window trim

found re-used in walls of room 102,

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No, EODC 552







ILLUSTRATION NO. 19

North view of room 10l. An original window frame can be
seen in place to the left of the {fireplace; a similar window opening
was found to the right of the fireplace. lNotice how the diagcnal
corner brace was cut to allow the newer window frame to be installed.
This view shows the unusual wide floor boards used on both floors
throughout the rooms of the original structure, UNotice beading on
poplar ceiling beans.

Phe Jack Z. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No, EODC 540







LLUSTRATION NO,
Northwest corner of room 101 showing

framing construction of corner. All the original
framing members were oak except the ceiling beams,
first floor, which are poplar.

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No., EODC 553







ILLUSTRATION N
Close-up view of an original window frame

still intact in north wall, room 101, Notice two sets
of sill notches 12" apart.

Phe Jack U, Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. FODC 577







ILLUSTRATION %0, 22

View of west wall room 101l. An original door frame is
still intact in the wall to the left. 4n original window opening
is indicated by the sill notches to the right of the present window,

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 541







ILLUSTRATION NO. 23

East wall of room 101 showing an original window {rame
still intact from the original design of the house. The present
door is in an original position. Hoom beyond is the rear addition
built in the 1890's,

Fh., Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. ECDC 537







ILLUSTRATION NO. 24

South wall of room 101, showing the original stairway
leading up to the attic rooms. Fartitions and interior doors are
in original positions. Note stairway can be entered from either
reom 101 or room 102,

Ph. Jack £. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No., EODC 564







ILLUSTRATION NO, 2

View of the steep narrow (204") stairway. The
top riser measures 143" indicating an early alteration
to the stairs.

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 557







ILLUSTRATION NO. 26

View of attic room 201. HNotice 3'-0" spacing of oak rafters
with wind braces., Windows are post-civil war. The steel tie-rod
was placed during the 1947 stabilization period,

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 558







ILLUSTRATION NO. 27

South wall of room 201. Note change in flooring width

at stairway indicating an early alteration to stairs,

Ph, Jack E, Boucher, December 1958
N‘go No, EODC 566







ILLUSTRATION NO. 28
View of north wall in room 202,
Note rafters cut out for dormer framing.

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Ncgo Ho, EODC 57“

Roof boards are original.







ILLUSTRATION NO, 29
West wall of attic room 202, showing 1890 dormer
construction using yellow pine.

Ph, dJack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 567







ILLUSTRATION NO, 30
' Southeast view of room 202 and 203.

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EOCDC 555







ILLUSTRATION NO. 31

South view of room 203, Windows appear to be pre-civil war
with upper 12 boards in gable original poplar weatherboarding. Note
framing of rafters at collar tie and ridge positions.

Ph, Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
ﬂcg. m. Ewc 575
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ILLUSTRATION NO, 32
North view showing comparative type of construction between

the addition and the original house, Framing member in the addition
are all sized and circular sawn of yellow pine whereas the original
framing is either hewn or whip-sawn oak.

Ph, Jack E. Boucher, Decembar 1958
Neg. No. RODC 561






ILLUSTRATION NO. 33

fast view into rear of addition. Criginally constructed
with two rooms with a stairway--all that remains of the partition
that separated the two rooms is the door in the foreground.

Ph. Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. Wo. EUDC 550
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 34
Attic view of addition looking east.

Ph, Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Neg. No. EODC 551







ILLUSTRATION NC. 35

View of the original cornice still intact on

the northeast corner of the eave line.

Fhe Jack E. Boucher, December 1958
Heg. No. EODC 5&







ILLUSTRATION NO,
View of the Sweeney House located approximately

one-half mile east of the village., Although this house
is privately owned it represents a house constructed
during the same period and with similar details to that
of the Mariah Wright House. Notice cormnice, rake,
cornerboards, beaded weatherboarding, door and window
trim, design of the front door and general construction
of the house,

Ph. Unknown, received in ACH-NHP file, February 1943
Neg. No, ACH NHP
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