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INTRODUCTION

This research report is a comprehensive and detailed study of
the problems related to the providing# of Government Dwelling Houses
4

for workmen at the Harpers Ferry Armory from 1736 to 186S. The gen-

eral policy of the United States Government on the question of pro-

viding such Government housing is presented, together with a wealth
of architectural data relating to the methods of constructing, making
additions, repairing and maintaining these structures. Questions of
Government rental of these buildings and the rents received are also
considered. Data on the physical appearance, numbers of dwelling houses,
houses standing, and the final disposition of these buildings from 1796
to 1869 is presented. The report thus describes and locates a total
of 89 houses that will appear on the final Historical Base Map showing
Harpers Ferry in 1859,

In addition, the story of the 1852 sale of Goverﬁment houses and

lots, with the town planning and improvement that accompanied this e-

vent, is narrated in detail. The study traces the final disposition

of funds collected from the sale of Government lots and houses and how
they were used to improve the town.

This report is thus designed to serve as basic reference work for
use by the Architects and Historians working at this Monument, present-
ing as it does, all available evidence on the subject. The report, fur-

thermore, will serve as the starting point for the subsequent research

-1-
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reports that are to be prepared for the many ruins of Government
Dwelling Houses still standing along Shenandoah Street and for the
survey of such houses that were standing in 1859 on Camp Hill.

This report is based on a careful study of the 14,744 pages of
microfilmed and photostated material obtained from the National

Archives. :
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 PART I

CHAPTER I 1796-1852

General Policy of U.8. Government towards providing housing
for the employees at the U. S. Armory at Harpers Ferry.

On June 15, 1796, John Wager, Senior, for the consideration of
$7,016.66, sold to the United States Government the land at Harpers
Ferry that was required to establish a Federal Axmo}y at that place.!
Unfortunately most of the documents relating to the develqpment of
the Armory at Harpers Ferry during the period 1796 to 1801 were
destroyed by a great fire in the War Department early in the 19th

Century, hence information on this early history of the Armory is

~very limited. A glance, however, at the “Plan of the proposed

junction of the CANAL, at the lower Falls of Shenandoah, with the
Public Canal at HARPERS FERRY, and the necessary Locks for descending
into the Potomac River, Surveyed & level’d by N« King & L.‘Harbaugh,
Feby. 1803,"2 (map reproduced in Harpers Ferry Master Plan as
Drawing No. MM HF-3004), reveals that excluding Amory Buildings
then standing)there were only approximately 17 buildings standing
in’Harpers Perxy in 1803. Thus in 1796, when the Government first
purchased the land, Harpers Ferry could not have been far removed
from a “howling wildernéss”. As a matter of prattical necessity,
1. National Archives Material, on Harpers Ferry Microfilm Reel #21,
Volume 7, pp. 704-708.
2. National Archives Record Group No. 77, Officeof the Chief of

Engineers., Fortifications Map File, part of map. Dr. 150,
2 sheets, :



therefore, the United States Government must have been compelled
from the first to erect buildings to shelter the men who were to
manufacture the arms at Harpers Ferry.

Furthemmore, certain unique conditions prevailed at Harpers
Ferry from 1796 until August 31, 1852, that further compelled the
Governmént to provide quarters for the workmen long after Harpers
Ferry had becqme a fcivilized” town. The basic factor that left
the Govermment little choice in this matter, was the fact that the

United States owned too much land in Harpers Ferry. In the

acquisition of land in 1796 the Government had acquired all

of Harpers Ferry with the exception of 6 3/4 acres of land which

. was located in the Wager Six Acre Reservation and Wager Ferry Lot.

The proprietors of this privately owned inholding, the Wager family,
held a tight monopoly of this land from 1796 to 1835, refusing to

sell off any lots, and only agreeing fo lease their lots and buildings
at a very high rate of rent. From 1838 until 1865, the Wéger famiiy
(Gerard B. Wager and Noah H. Swayne) still retained title to about
two~thirds of all the property and the remaining third was only

sold off at very high prices. Thus from 1796 until 1852 land in
.Harpers Ferry was at a very high premium, and in many cases, impossible
to buy, particularly by‘Armory employees whose wages only amounted

to two or three hundred dollars a year.

It can, therefore be said that from 1796 until 1852, there was
no land in Hafpers ferry available for Armory workment to purchase
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and build their own homes on as the Government was unable to sell
land for this purpose and the Wager family refused to sell. It
was not until 1846 that one of Superintendents of the Armory,
Major John Symington, had the genius to preceive the basic cause
of the situation that had plaqued the Armory for 50 years and to
suggest a practicable solution that was finally carried into effect
in 1852, thus.greatly alleviating the problem of providing housing
for Armory eméloyees.3

Having thus outlined the general factors that were to influence
the policy of.the United States Government towards providing

housing for Armory employees, we now proceed to consider this

policy in detail,

3. See Letter of Symington to Lt. Col. George Talcott, Ordnance
Dept., January 14,1846, National Archives, R. 23, v. 7
Pp. 627-629.
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CHAPTER II

Government Construction of Dwelling Houses1796 — 1820

the

had

4.

In June 1808 Secretary of wa;) Henry Dearborn informed

‘Superintendent James Stubblefield, of the Harpers>Ferry Armory that:

#7+ has been determined to enlarge the Armory Establishment
both at Springfield & Harpers Ferry, & I have given Mr. Annin
(the Pay Master at Harpers Ferry) directions to commende the

erection of the necessary buildings, water works, machinery
& Apparatus without delay & to have the wholeiperformed on
such dimensions & in such manner, as he and you shall agree
on generally. For the machinery & c. you will from time to
time furnish him with sketches, drgwings or directions which he

will follow.

vIt is desirable that the buildings & machinery should be
such as may be suffieient for as many workmen, as would be

necessary for the manufacture of 15 to 20,000 muskets annually
& a due proporition of Rifles, Pistols & Swords.

Tt is proposed to enlarge the establishment at Springfield &
calculate on the manufacture of 20,000 muskets a year, with a
due proportion of other arms, and should you think we might
extend the works at Harpers Ferry so as to manufacture that
rumber it would be desirable to have it done. - I presume

there will be no other obstacles in the way but that of the
difficulty or impracticability of procuring a sufflelent number
of workmen.”

Earlier the same year, in discussing the possibility of expanding
output of the Harpers Ferry Ammory, Superintendent Stubblefield
told General Dearborn:

#igrecable to your order I have increased the number of

Armorers, by which we are very much crowded, and have agreed

with several more very good workmen, but for the want of
accommiation (sic) they cannot come on to business; at my

National Archives, R. 18, v. 1, p. 77, letter dated June 3, 1808;
see also letter of Dearborn to Samuel Annin, dated June 3, 1808,
R. 18, v. 5, p. 419.
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glast interview you expressed a desire to have the next
Houses built on the Hill near the Magazine; if you continue in

the same opinion, will you please to directcMr. Annin to commence
the building of them.#
On April 12, 1808 the Secretary of War had accordingly directed
Pay Master and Military Store Keeper Samuel Annin:
#_ _ +o erect on the hill nigh the magazines, a building
60 feet in length, 32 feet in width & 1% stories in height,
the walls to be brick, for the accomedation of the workmen
at the Amory at Harpers Ferry.”6
The earliest dwelling houses for the workmen, erected by the

U. S. Government, were thus apparently largely'concentrated on the

slope of Camp Hill that overlooked the musket factory or Armory
tract. The number of workn@n'employed at the armory}amountééﬁto
- 71 men in 1807, was increased to 87 men in 1808 to 153 men in 1809,
and to 197 men in 1810.7
The U. S. Armory at Harpers Ferry in 1810 was composed of a

total of 28 buildings. These included two brick arsenal buildings

that were used for the storage of arms; ten brick work shops in
which the arms were manufactured, and 16 dwelling houses used for
the quarters of the officers and workmen of the Armory.8 Overcrowded >A

5. National Archives, R. 18, v. &, p. 290, letter dated April 4, 1808.

6. National Archives, R. 18, v. 7, p. 73.

7. JBAmerican State Papers, Documents, Legislative and Executive, of the
Congress of the United States, from the First Session of the Twenty-
Fourth Congress, Inclusive, Commencing March 15, 1832, and Ending
January 5, 1836« Washington, 1860 Volume V, Military affairs, p. 915.
Reel 17, v. 4, pP. 283,

8. ®Public Buildings at Harpers Ferry in Virginia lst January 1810;
National Archives R.G. 107, War Dept. Sec. of War Letters Received.
£-29(5) enc. Samuel Annin, March 17, 181C. For similiar list dated
October 1, 1811, see A-72(5) enc. Saruel Annin, submitted Oct. 24, 1810.

-7 -
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conditions made it necessary to use the. second floors of three of

the workshops as 1o§ging,;ooms'and as a meeting {church) room.9

The 16 dwelling houses standing in 1810 were as follows:

#Bldg. No. ll-brick, 36 feet by 297, two stories, with cellar and
kitchen, for accommodation of the Superintendent of the Armory.

Bldg. No. 12-brick, 28 by 19 ft. two stories & cellar, with Kitchen,
for the accommodation of the Pay-laster.

Bldg. No. 13-Brick, 22 by 22’ one & one half stories, Foundpry
& Lodging Rooms.

- Bldg. No. 14, brick, 30 by 207, one story, occupied by a mechanic.

Bldg. No. 15, brick 20 by 18 7 one story & cellar, kitchen occupled
by a mechanlc. «

Bldg. No. 16, brick, 20 by 18 feet, one story & cellar, kltcnen, occupied
by a mechanic.

- Bldg. No. 17, Brick, 64 feet by 2l£ two stories, Accommodation of

8 families,

Bldg. No. 18, Stone & frame, 94 feet by 21, two stories, Accommodation
of 10 families.

Bldg. No. 19, Frame, 70 feet by 18, one story with cellars, accommodation
of 3 families, Millwrights and carpenters.

Bldg. No. 20, Brick & frame, 40 feet by 20, two stories, occupied
by Theodore Beall (the building removed from Armory Street).

Bldg. No. 21, Brick & frame, 42 feet by 20, two stories with cellar,
occupied by 2 families.

Bldg. No. 22, Frame, 25 feet by 14, one story, Accommodation of the
Master Armorer.

Bldg. No. 23, Frame, 26 feet by 16, one story, occupied by a mechanic,

Bldg. No. 24, Frame, 16 feet by l4,one story, occupied by the Caster.

“"Bldg. No. 26, Frame, one story, 44 feet by 19, accommodation of 2 families,

9 [ 3 Ibid.



Bldg. 28, log (boarded), 26 feet by 18, two stories & a shed on the
hill occupied by 3 families.”

#Tn addition to the above,” Pay Master Annin noted, #there
are several families accommodated with log houses, or huts, which
were built by the Armory in 1799. Other huts have been removed &

rebuilt in more convenient situations, which now are generally

indifferent.”t0

The census of Harpers Ferry for 1810 reveals that the total
population ofithevtown amounted to 751 people, composed of 661
whitte people and 90 negro slaves. Of the white population, 386
were male and 275 female, with 100 heads of families being listed.l!
_ Of the 386 white males, 197 men were employed at the Amory in 1810.
In April 1810, Superintendent Stubblefield again renewed the

request for additional housing, writing §ecretary of War Willﬁﬁ

-

Eustis on this subject:

iy, Wickham (Master Armorer) will hand you this, who waits
on you for permission to have a house built convenient to the Armory.
His accommodations at present is very indifferent (see House No.
22 on 1810 list) and inconvé%ent to the works - more expecially inthe
winter season- the roads in general is excessive bad, and its
necessary for him to continue in the Armory until 8 o’clock at
night. There is at present a number of married workmen in my
employ waiting for accommodations. - You will therefore highly
oblige me by informing whether or not they may expect tobe furnished
with houses., Would be advisable to exact a moderate rent, in
proportion to the accommodations-and expand it in accormodating
others. There is at present a considerable degree of jéj,&ously

10. Ibid., see footnote No. 8.
11, Records of the Bureau of the Census (R. G. 29-National Archives)
Population Skhedules of the Third Census of the United States

1810, Reel 6, v. &, py 4o
/o / /- /;.‘.‘f

-9 -




“among the hands, as some accommodations is unavoidably better
than others.” 12

Practical steps were instituted in September 1810 to pro-
vide new housing when Mr. Stubblefield informed Chief Clerk John
Smith of the War Department:

#pnreeable to what passed at our last interview relative to
four dwelling houses for the workmen, I herewith, enclose an Es-
timate, which shows the cost of each building, exclusive of the
Brick which we have on hand. The amount is trifling in compari-
son to the accommodation they will afford. I hope Sir, you will
endeavour to procure an order from the Secretary as soon as conven~
ient so that I may be enabled to have them completed this fall.” 13

Mr. Stubblefield’s estimate of the cost of constructing
four dwelling houses in 1810 was as follows:

#Pstimate of dwelling house construction:

House 20 feet square, 8 feet brick, and 9 inch wall.

For Stone work $20.00
# Hauling brick laying them and attendance 55.00
# Carpenter’s Work 75.00

$150.00” 14

12. April 7, 1810, Reel 18, V.5, p.419.

13. September 8, 1810, Reel 18, V.5, p.43l. Major Beall, a
private individual, had been given permission on June 8, 1807,
to rent part of a barricks, then unused, for use as a store,

on condition that the building be returned to the Armory when

it was needed for Armory use. Reel 18, V.1, p.58; also Reel

18, V.1, p.87. This is one of the first instances of which many
were to occur later, of private individuals obtaining control

of Government structures and then refusing to yield them up

+o the Armory when so ordered.

14. September 8, 1810, Reel 18, V.5, p.432.

-10-
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ChiefAJohn Smith answered Mr. Stubblefiedl on September 24,

1810, feplying:

#Your letter of the 8th inst., with the Estimate which
accompanied it, has been submitted to the Secretary of War.
As it is considered neither reasonable nor justifiable that the
Public should be at the expence ofBuilding, when they have Quarters
belonging to them occupied by Persons not attached to the Armmory,
he directs that, if additional quarters are required for the Workmen
at Harper’s Ferry, that Major Beall should give up for them the
House he now occupied. You will please therefore to give him
notice to quit without delay; and in case he does not comply you
are authorized to employ such compulsory process as the Lawpz:escr:'.bes.""15

On November 15, 1810 Mr. Stubblefield apparently informed the

‘War Department that the additionai new buildings he had requested

were still required for quartering for the workmen (his letter no

longér exists); for on November 22, the War Department informed

him:

#,. ..It has been presumed that the buildings already erected
would accommodate as great a number of Armorers as could be employed
in the works to advantage. If it be not the case you will please
to inform the Department and to forward an Estimate of such additional
buildings as may be absolutely necessary.” 6 -

On January 26, 1811, Superintendent Stubblefield submitted his
second estimate, this time requesting six new houses, writings:

#Enclosed you will receive an Estimate for Six dwelling houses
for Amorers, which is very much wanted (the_number of workmen
was increased from 197 in 1810 to 209 in 1811)

#T must acknowledge I am apprehensive of being too late in
laying the estimate before you - but the delay is owing to a
desire to get the buildings put up on as reasonable terms as possible.
Yesterday a Mason and Carpenter offered to contract to build the

15. R. 18, v. 2, pp. 120-121,
16. R. 18, ve 2, p. 126.

- 11 -



Six Houses as per estimate - and bid at every expence - I thought
it reasonable and therefore hasten to lay it before you- for your
consideration-

“An_estimate of the Cost of six Dwelling ?ouses for Armorers-
$2,000 (the actual estimate no longer exlsts).

The War Department replied on January 29, 1811, stating:

#Your letter of the 26th inst., covering an Estimate of the
cost of six dwelling houses for Armorers has been received. You
are authorized to make contracts for erecting them on the best
terms you can: obtain, but not exceeding two thousand dollars for
the whole of the buildings. The Estimate is forwarded to Mr.
Annin (the Pay Master and Military Store Keeper) with instructions
to make payments undeyr the Contracts wnzch you “will be please to
Deliver over to him,#18

The six dwelling houses were completed in 1811, as we find the
following six new buildings added to the 1810 list of armory structures.
_ #Public buildings at Harper’s Ferry in Virginis lst October 1811:#

#Bldg. No. 29, brick, 18 feet by 22, one story & cellar, kitchen,
occupied by a Mechanic.

Bldg. No. 30, brick, 18 feet by 22, one story, cellar, kitchen,
occupid by a mechanic.

Bldg. No. 31, brick, 18 feet by 22, one story, & cellar, kitchen,
occupied by a Mechanic.

Bldg. No. 82, brick, 16 feet by 24 feet, one story & cellar, occupied
by a mechanic

Bldg. No. 33, brick, 16 feet by 24, one story & ceﬂér, occupied by
a mechanic.

Bldg. No. §4, brick, 16 feet by 26, two stories, occupied by a
mechanic.”

17. Reel 18, v. §, p. 446.
18, KFeel 18, v. 2, p. 128; also instruction to Annin, dated Jan. 29, 18ll.
19. National Archives R.G. 107, War Dept., Sec., of War, Letters

Received, A-46(6) enc. Submitted by Samuel Annin, January 12,1812,

- 12 -



On January 24, 1812 the Secretary of War ordered Pay Master
Annin to:

#, .. require and collect such rents as you may think reasonable
for the houses occupied bythe Armorers at Harpers-Ferry, charging
rents from the lst January 1812, and appropriate the proceedsof
such rents to necessary repairs of the public buildings-rendering
an account of the Same.”

»In March 1812 the War Department further directed Mr. Annin to:

#, . .engage additional workmen in the Ammory at Harpers Ferry
and gradually increase the number until the manufacture of amms is
extended to one fourth more than the number now monthly manufactured
when you will make a report and state the extent to which works may
be carried without enlarging the present buildings.”zl

In spite of this order, however, the number of workmen remained
fairly constant from 1811 to 1815, numbering 209 men in 1811; 210
©in 1812; 208 in 1813; 210 in 1814; and 202 men in 1815,22

The erection of the six new dwelling houses in 1811, however,
apparently did not solve the housing problems at the Harpers Ferry
Armory for long. On March 17, 1813, Pay Master Saruel Annin notified
Secretary of War Armstrong:

#5+ present, a part of the workshops are occupied as lodging
rooms by single men (mechanics) this is found dangerous, and also
inconvenient, as the rooms are wanted for the purposes they were
designed, this induced me last fall to make some preparation towards
a building intended to be 16 by 160 feet, one story high to be
divided into 10 apartments and to accommodate 50 to 80 men.

#T+ is also needful to provide for some that have families,
for by experience we find that they are the men most to be relied on,
some good Mechanics have left us, meeting with better accommodations
20, National Archives, R. 18, v. 2, p. 14S.

21. Reel 18, v. 2, p. 150.
22._Amgfiggg”§zggg_£§gg£§, Vol. 5, pe 915; Reel 17, ve 4, p. 283,

- 13 -
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elsewhere, especially at Pittsburig. This is the time to provide
materials for buildings, and repairs of Mili, Dams, &c. it being the
only season in the year timber, plank, &c. can be brought down

the river. Be pleased, Sir, to take it into consideration and

give such instruction as you may think proper.”23

No corrective measures or new construction was apparently taken,
for in November 1813 Pay Master Annin again informed Secretary of
War John Amstrong:

#peymit me, Sir, to say that there is a necessity for erecting
more buildings for the accommodation of the Mechanics, and especially
of lodging rooms for single men, at present many of them are under
the necessity of lodging in the workshops which is very uncomfortable,
and attended with great inconvenience as well as dangevfrom having the
shops exposed, it frequently is the case that good mechanics leave
us & others discouraged from offering their services, on account -
of the accommodations, these things operate very much ag%inst the
establishment, & especially during the winter season.'.«”»4

In July 1814, Mr. Annin repeated his request to General Amstrong,

writing:

#Dermit me again to represent the necessity of more accommodations
for the Armorers at Harper’s Ferry, especially for the single men,
many of them are under the necessity of lodging inthe workshops,
which is both inconvenient & dangerous upon(g) the account of fire
as the exposed situation of the shops at all hours of the night,
persons so disposed (and there are such persons attached to the
Armory) have opportunities of pilfering for themselves or their
friends many swmall articles such as files, tools, choice pieces
of steel, &c. & it is out of the power of the Superintendent to
prevent such abuses as long as the shops are made lodging rooms of.
We have not yet suffered any by fire but if there are not lodging
rooms provided before winter, we may be destroyed by that element,
we narrowly escaped last winter and we have more cause to fear the
coming one by accident if not by design. A building intended for
10 lodging rocms of 16 feet square was commenced nearly 2 years ago,
which if completed would be a great accommodation, be pleased,

Sir, to take the subject into consideration and give such instructions
as you may think proper.”2

23. Reel 13, v. 1, pe 8a
24, November 2, 1813, reel 13, v. 1, p. 31-32.
25. July 26, 1814, Reel 13, v. 1, pa. 86,

~ 14 -



In 1815 new plans were under consideration in regards to the
possibility of expanding the output of the Harpers Ferry Armory.
Stubblefield informed Secretary of War James Monroe in regards
to such expansion:

#1f you determine to increase the number of hands at this
Establishment, so as to Manufacture twenty or Thirty thousand
stand of arms annually, it will be absolutely necessary to build
a number of houses for their accommodationg, they generally
having families, and one or two more must be erected(?) for

young meNes«”

The numbgr of workmen was increased this time from 202 men

in 1815 o 222 men in 1816, to231 in 1817, to 237 in 1818, to 242

in 1819, and to 253 men in 1820.27

Construction of new dwelling houses took place, undoubtedly
as an essentive part of increase in preduction, as is revealed by
the forrespondence that follows) Mr. Stubblefield informed Lt.
Col. George Bemford, of the Ordnance Office, on May 6, 1816:
S #prom the conversation that passed between you, Colonel
! Lee and myself, respecting the building houses for the accommodation
of the Armoress at thisplace, you observed that I should lay out
$4,000 in building the same. I have engaged the workmen and they
have commenced, on very reasonable terms, I have therefore to
request that you will order the Pay Master at this place, to pay

to my Ord§§ such sums, as may be necessary to complete the above
object.”

Tn June 1816, Stubblefield again wrote to Lt. Col. Bomford
on the subject:

#Tt being necessary to have some brick made and burnt,
26. January 30, 1815, Reel 21, v. 1, p. 93.

27, §§5513§§_§§§3§§_2g9ers, Vol. V, pe 915, Reel 17, v. 4, p. 283,
28. R. 21, v. 2, p. 128,

- 15 -
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for the purpose of repairing sundry Case hardening and Nealing
furnances, I deemedit advisable to have a good Kilm made & burnt,

as it was also necessaryto have some new houses erected for the
acccommodation of the Armorers, which I cannot possibly do withoute..

#T have contracted with the Brick Maker, and set him to worke.
I trust, Sir, this will met you approbation, and that you will be
pleased to cause such funds to be placed in the hands of the Pay
Master at this place, to defray the expense. Annexed you will see
an Estimate of the expense of erecting the above buildings.

#The stone and brick work of a House twenty four feet by Eighteen,
and Eight feet pitch..-..-..---.--...------....-.-3150
Timber Plank & carpenters Work
for the above COﬁlple'tE-o---o--nncoca-oon---‘--.n-- 200
: : $360

”...Qg’cohsulting with Colonel Lloyd Beall (the Pay Master of
the Armory_) he joins me in the Opinion that twelve houses of the
above description ought to be built this present season,.”29

In July 1816 Superintendent James Stubblefield informed Lt.

Col. Bomford of the progress of the new construction, writing:

#_ .1 have the foundations of Six buildings 18 by 24 feet
laid with stone-l00 thousand brick in readiness to commence the
walls & the carpenter work for the same in forewardiness...#SY

In August 1816, both Superintendent Stubblefield and Pay
Master Beall joined in requesting that a total of 12 such houses
should be erected, stating:

e are of an Opinion, respecting of the Buildings and
Improvements mentioned in a former communication by J. Stubblefield,
that ten or twelve, small buildings,for the use of the Armorers
Accommodation, are absolutely necessary. At Present a number of
workmen is compeled to lodge in the work shops for want of other
buildings to lodge in, which expose everything in the Ammory,
we are of an opinion that the price for which they are to be built,
reasonable,..”31

29. June 10, 1816, R. 21, v. 2, pp. 125-13C.

30. July 8, 1816, R. 21, v. 2, ps 1l1lS.
31, August 1, 1816, R. 21, v. 2, p. 136,

- 16 -
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As revealed by the 1821 inventory of houses (see below),
apparently 11 brick houses, 18 by 24 feet in size, were actually
erected in 18%16.

From 1816 to 1820, however, apparently only three more dwelling
houses were erected by the United States Government; these new
buildings were erected for use of Captain John H. Hall’s men,
in conjunctiog with the new rifle factory that was being de%eloped
on the Shenanéoah River. On August 2, 1819 Mr. Stubblefield wrote
to Colonel Wadsworth‘of the Ordnance Department in regards to Hall’s
plans for his new factory:

#poreecably to your request I herewith enclose you an estimate
of the probable cost of the buildings, which Mr. Hall wishes to

. be built for work shops, dwelling Houses, &Ca,spsso0s

#HARPERS FE 'i2d fugust 1819, Estimate of the probable amount
of the cost of the following buildings for the manufactory of HMr.
John H. Hall’s Patent Rifles.

1st. Fitting up the old saw mill & a water whell to the same. s« 5600, 00
2nd. BUlldlng a stone black smith Shop--nlcnsnutcunalnun-----l. 600,00
3rd. For the erection of 3 dwelling houses for the accommodation
Of hls hands-....lll“...'l'.l..l.l..l.'ll.l.lll-.II‘IIIIIlssolog
4th., For the building of a new Saw Mill on the PotomacC.scsssscces 350,00
$2900. 00432
Col. Denis Wadsworth informed James Stubblefield on August 14,
1819:
#,,.You are hereby authorized to execute what is proposed,
taking care not to let the Expenditure exceed 33,000.00.33 These
buildings were completed by January 1820,3%:
32. Reel 13, v. 3, pp. 230-283l.

381- Reel 14 Ve 3, Pe 220,
34, Stubblefield to Wadsworth, January 8, 1820, Reel 21, v. 4, P 327.
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In summary then, 1796-1820, 1§ buildings were listed in
1810 as being utilized soley as dwelling houses. Lack of facilities
in 1810 also made it necessary to quarter Armory workmen in four
of the Amory workshops. In 1811 six more brick dwelling houses
were erected. No further dwelling houses were constructed from
1812 to 1815, with the possible exception of a one story frame
structure, lB?by 160 feet, which is mentioned as being started in
1812, In 1816 1l more new brick dwelling houses were erected as
quarters for the Armorers. Three more new dwelling houses were
erected in 1819 for the use of John H. Hall’s workmen. Thus by
1820, according to Armory records, the list of buildings utilized
‘ soléy fof housing Armory employees should have numbered 36>

structures.
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sr CHAPTER III

Private Construction of Dwelling Houses on Government Land
- 1799-1829

In 1820 the population of Harpers Ferry totaled 1,377 people,
as compared to 751 persons in 1810. Of this number 681 were white
males,l in 1820 and 253 65 them were employed at the Armory and
18 nore at the Hall Rifle factory.2

The actual number of Dwelling houses located on Armory land
in 1821 is revealed by following data which has been extracted

from “Statemenf of the number and dimensions of the buildings

at the United States Ammory at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, together

with the matetrials of which they are built, and their estimated

‘value :#3
Number of For what purpose Dimensions  No. of of what Estimated
Buildings built, or how occupied in feet Stories Built. Value
’ 2 & a
1 .Dwelling House 36 by 30 cellar Brick, $3,000
1 Dwelling House 36 by 26 2 & a cellar Brick 2,50047¢ &
1 Dwelling House 40 by 24 2 & a cellar Brick 2,500-F#p "
1 Dwelling House 30 by 20 2 & a cellar Brick 1,200
1 Dwelling House 28 by 20 2 - Brick, ., 1,000
1 Dwelling House 64 by 21 2 Brick 3,000
1 Dwelling House 28 by 18 2 Brick 700
2 Dwelling Houses 28 by 18 1 Brick 1,000
1 Dwelling House 48 by 18 1 Brick 800
1 Dwelling house 32 by 20 1 Brick 600
11 Dwelling Houses 24 by 18 1 Brick 4,400
1 Dwelling Houses 36 by 24 2 Stone 800
1 Dwelling House 48 by 22 1 Stone 800
1 Dwelling House 28 by 22 1 Stone 600
1 Dwelling House 94 by 21 2 Wood 2,000
1 Dwelling House 70 by 18 2 Wood 2,000
2 Dwelling Houses 40 by 20 2 Wood 2,500
l. National Archives R. G. 29, Reel # 10, vol. 1, pp. 7-9.
2. ‘merican State Papers V., o. 915, Reel 17, v. 4, p. 283,
3. Ibid. 11, (1834), p. 482-483, “eel 17, v. 3, pp. 204-205.
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Number of For what purpose' Dimensions No. of Of what Estimated
Buildings built, or how occupied in feet Stories Built Value

" Dwelling House 42 by 20

1 2 Wood 1,000
2 Dwelling Houses 50 by 18 1 Hood 1,200
1 Dwelling House 36 by 18 2 Wood 700
2 1 dwelling house and

1 school house 40 by 20 1 Woed 1,100
5 Dwelling Houses 36 by 18 1 Wood 2,100
3 Dwelling Houses 24 by 18 1 Wood 900
3 Dwelling houses 28 by 16 1 Wood 1,000
1l Dwelling House 50 by 16 1 Wood 400
2 Dwelling houses 26 by 16 1 Tood 600
4 Dwelling Houses 30 by 18 1 Wood 1,450
1 Dwelling House 48 by 20 1 Wood 400
1 Dwelling House 40 by 18 1 Wood 400
1 Dwelling House 32 by 20 1 Wood 400
1 Dwelling House 34 by 16 1 Woed 300
1 Dwelling House 26 by 18 1 Wood 300
1 Dwelling House 36 by 16 1 Wood . 800
2 Dwelling Houses 20 by 18 1 Wood 550
1 Dwelling House 32 by 14 1 Wood 250
4 Dwelling Houses 30 by 16 1 Wood 950
3 4 dwelling houses and

1 school house 24 by 16 1 Wood 1,100
1 Dwelling House 28 by 18 1l Wood 250
7 Dwelling Houses 18 by 16 1 Wood 1,250
2 Dwelling Houses 18 by 18 1 Wood 300
1 Dwelling House 18 by 20 1 Wood 150
1 Pwelling House 16 by 14 1 Wood 100
5 Dwelling Houses 16 by 16 1 HWood 500
80 dwelling houses and out buildings - - - = = = = = === = - = = %$47,600.

As shown in the previous chapter, the number of dwelling houses
erected by the United States from 1796 to 1820 totaled 36 biildings,
but as indicated in the above inventory there were actually 89 such
structures located on the Armory lands at Harpers Ferry in 1821.

The question, therefore, arises where did the additional 53 dwelling

houses come from?. And by whom were they erected?
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The answer, as will appear from what follows, is that these
structures were erected on Government land by Amory employees for
their own use as their residences. Thisrsecond nethod of erecting
#Government” dwelling houses had been in progress since the early
18007s and occurréd because, first, the United States Govermment
had failed to erect enough dwelling hopses to keep pace with the
increasing number of men employed at the Armmory; and second, no
privately owned land being available to be purchased by the
Armory Workmen, the Armorers, exhibiting a great deal of individual
entérprise ontheir part, went ahead and built their hdmes on the |
Government land. Furthemmore, in addition to constructing new
buildings, the Armorers also improved, repaired and maintained
Dwelling Houses that had been originally erected by the Government
at their own expense. This latter type of work was done by the
workmen because the Govermment was unable, quite often, to provide
promptly the funds necessary toeffect such additions aﬁdArepairs.

In this Chapter and the following one, we will, therefore,
consider in detail the question of construction, additions and
repairs made by workmen to buildings leated on Government land.

A yealth of architectural detail will be presented that shows
the exact nature and extent of such repairs and additions, as
well as the type of new construction, that was carried out by the
Armorers. Also included are the names of these many #builders”

and the story of the ending of these practices.
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Superintendent James Stubblefield wrote to Colonel George
Bonford of the Ordnance office, on September 6, 1823 on this
subject, stating:

#In compliance with your instructions of the 17th May last -
I herewith enclose a statement of the number of buildings and parts
of buildings that have been erected on the public gruound by
individuals, with the probable values of the improvements on each
building. In making this estimate, the Houses on the Lot leased
to the Potomack Company & the store House on the lot leased to
Major Jamison were not included (In addition to workers building
their homes on government land, individuals not connected with the
Armory were also leasing goverment land and erecting mercantile
buildings on their lots. This latter type of construction and
leasing will be treated in detail in a separate report on Bldg.
No. 45). This report has be delayed for a considerable time on
account of the time required to make the valuations on the different
HYuses. I have paid for several of the claims & think it would
be advisable for the Govermment to purchase all the Dwelling
Houses on the Public Grounds whenever the funds can be spared from

-* the amount appropriated for the Amory. If the whole amount

could not be spared from the present appropriation I would recommend
that a certain sum be expended to that purpose in this year &
the residue in the next, until all the claims of individuals on
the public property shall be liquidated.”*

Mr. Stubblefield’s report, which reveals the exgent of this

construction,and improvements, follows:

#Statement of the numbers and description of buildings on
the public ground at Harper’s Ferry,on which there are claims for
improvements made by individuals witha valuation of the improvements
on each House.

Bldg.
No., Of what Built No of Stories Remarks Valuation
1 Brick 1 & cellar Clain for cellar & $ 47.94
extra plastering
2 Brick 2 & cellar Claim for cellar & 339.37%
: upper story
3 Brick 1 & cellar Claimfor cellar &
eftra work 158.26

4- Réél 21, V- l, ppn 43""44.
5. Reel 21, v. 7, pp. 696-698.
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Bldg.

- 23 -

No Of What Built No. of Stories Remarks Valuation
4 Brick 1 & cellar Claim for cellar & 65,60
Porch
S Brick 1 & cellar Claim for Digging
Cellar 15.00
6 Brick 1 & cellar Claim for cellar, porch
& a small room 114,97
7 Brick 2 & cellar Claim for Yigging cellar
& Cellar doors 20,70
-8 Brick 1 & cellar Claim for cellar & a
: small room 99,09
9 Wood 1l & cellar Claim for cellar &
plastering, &c. 51.14
10 Yood 1 & cellar Claim for cellar, plastering
- : & partitions, &c. - 89,50
11 Stone 2 Claim for Materials &
building 507.86
12 Wood 2 Claim for partitions,
Doors, Plastering 99,13
13 Brick 1 & cellar Claim for cellar,
partition, Locks, &c. 61.57
14 Wood 1l & cellar Claim for filling in Doors
& cellar 46 .67
15 Wood 1 Claim for plastering, porch
chimney brick 33.40
16 Brick 2 Claim for materials &
building upper story 197.17
17 Brick 2 Claim for extra brick
work, porch, &c. 83.5C
18 Wood 2 Claim for building an
additional room 60.67
19 Brick 2 Claim for materials &
’ building 1 story 185.14%
20 Wood 1 Claim for materials & :
building 193.57
21 Brick 1 & cellar Claim for extra brick
& joiner work 304.82
22 Wood 1 Claim for materials &
building 396.50
23 Wood 1 Claim for extra joiners
Work 80,00
24 Wood 1 Claim for partition
& repairs 22,02



Bldg. Of what HNo. of

No. Built Stories : Remarks Valuation
25 Wood 1 Ciaim for materials & building 66.90
26 Stone 1 & cellar # »  cellar & staircase 46,46
27 Wood 1 #  #  repairs 8.00
28 ¥ood 1 # #  New roof, partition &c. 36.31
29  Wood 1 #  #  pew roof 13.81
30  Wood 1 # M repailrs 5.17
31  Wood 1l # # KHuilding an additional room 56.56
32 Wood 1 # # Lyilding an additional room 35.52
33  Hood 1 #  # oytra joiner work 33,83
34 Wood 1 # # paterials & building 160.34
35 Wood 1 # & plastering & extra joiners
work 37.96
36  Wood 1 # 7 neyw roof, &ce 22,07
37  Wood 1 # # new roof 14,76
38  Wood 1 # # Iyilding 34,94
3% Wood 2 #  # DPopairing, &c. 50,00
40 Wood 1 #  # paterials & building 216,29
41  Yood 1 #  # mpaterials & building 170.60
42 Brick 1 & cellar # n gellar & extra brick work 119,89
43 Stone 1% & cellar “ # plastering & extra joiner work 78.54
44 Wood 1 & cellar #w  # cellar, plastering & joiner '
work 228.59
45 Wood 2 # # plastering, partition, &c. 99.26
46  Wood 1 # # Puilding an addition & other
repairs 119.61
47 Wood 1 & cellar # # Digging cellar 6.00
48  Wood 1 #  # TJoiners work &c. 71.82
49.  Wood 1 # o Dighging cellar ’ 8.00
50 TWood 1 - # # hyyjilding an addition 37.07
51 Brick 1 & cellar # # Staircase & plastering cellar 35.70
52 Stone 2 # # Fytra stone & joiners work 137.038
53  TWood 1 # # materials & bullding an
: addition 75.98%
54  Wood 1 7»  # oxtra joiners work 40,51
55  Vood 1 # # repalrs 4,68
56 Brick 2 # # oxtra joiners work & materialsl71.51
57 Wood 1 # & yepalrs 4,97
58 Wood 1 #  # joiners work 57.84
5¢ HWood 1 & cellar #  # Lyiilding 180,01
60  Wood 1 #  # porch & other repairs 24.36%
61 TWood 1 #  # gaterials & building an addition 100.00
62  Wood 1 #  # pmaterials & building an # 78.87
63  Wood 1 #  # naterials & building 101.41
64  Wood 1 #  # paterials & building 89,37
65 HWood 1 #  # materials & building 206.75
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Bldg. Of What No of

No. Built Stories Remarks Yaluation
66  Wood 1 Claim for materials & building 168,27
67 .. Wood 1 & cellar # # cellar & materials for
house 73.20
68 Wood 1 # ¥ materials & building 220,77
69  Wood 1 #  # paterials 58.53
70  ¥Wood 1 #  # materials & building an
addition 102.92
71  Woad 1 #  # Dlastering & other repairs 25.80
72 TWood 1 & cellar #  # Staircase, digging cellar &c. 27.538
73 Wood 2 # # materials & building 261.66
74  Wood 1 # ¥ repairs 7.75
75  Wood 1 #  # pnaterials & building 229.11
76  Wood 1 7 % paterials & building 73.58
77  Wood 1 # % pmaterials & building 91.75
. 78 - Wood 1 # ¥ materials & building 300,00
79  Wood 1 # 7 chimney & joiner work 74.00
80  Wood 1 #  # pmaterials & building 169.50
81 Wood 1 #  # repairs 14.66
82 Wood & stone 2 #  # paterials & building 806.73
83 Wood 1 #  # paterials & building an
addition 83,42
84  Wood 1 # # materials & building 150.00
84 Buildings #8,868.55

“Note., A number of the Buildings in the above list, are occupied by twc
or more Families, making an aggregate of 115 families in the 84 houses.

United States Armory,
Harpers Ferry, Va., 6th Sept. 1823.
James Stubblefield.”

In line with Superintendent Stubblefield’s recommendation of
September 6, 1823, the Govermment, from 1822 to 1829, proceeded to
purchase the claims of workmen for improvements, they had made on
public dwelling houses and also the dwelling houses they had erected

on public land. Thus in 1822 and 1823 the following 42 claims were

liquidated:
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#3tatement of buildings erected by private individuals on ;
government lands at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia (February 23, 182§)6
Buildings erected by private individuals. -

‘2 Description By Whom By what Buildings purchased by government
| Erected authority Amt. paid Date of By what auth. No.
; erected for each purchase purchased Bldg.
| or payment
ls Wooden dwelling John A. Smith Supt. $100.00 1822 Superintend’t 44
2« Wooden dwelling Joshua Cox - 65,00 1822 L 45
3. Wooden dwelling Joel Norman # 24,07 1823 i 46
4. Wooden dwelling George Rowles # 22,00 1822 “ 47
- 5. Wooden dwelling Wm. Adams o 100.00 1823 ” 48
! 6. Wooden dwelling Phil. Funk ” 122.86 1823 ” 49
5 - 7. Wooden dwelling Charles Staley ¥ 16,17 1823 o 50
8. TWooden dwellilg R. Breeden’s adm’r # 50,00 1823 o 51
8. Stone building Amasa Mars ” 12,11 1823 i 52
10. " Brick building  Wm. Green  # 119.89 1823 o~ 53
11, Wooden building Joseph Barnes # 33.93 1823 1 54
12. . Wooden building Reuben Stipes” 28.36 1823 ol 55
! 13. Wooden building Jacob Ott & 37.26 1823 ” 56
b 14, #Vooden building Elisha Larkin # 91.75 1828 “ 57
: 15. “Wooden building George Zorger # 35.20 1823 o” 58
16. Wooden building Carey Thompson # 37.07 1823 ” 59
17. Do, Martin Hariman # 78.87 1823 4 60
18, Do, Richard King # 163.08 1823 ” 61
19. Do, Frederick Riley # 25.38 1823 # 62 °
20. Do. Henry Stipes # 215.85 1823 ” 63
21. Do, Charles H. Mills # 43,03 1823 ” 64
22. Do David Adams *# 108.50 1823 ” 65
28. Do. Levi Hall o 46.67 1823 ” 66
24. Do. Thomas Stedman # 56.56 1823 #” 67
25. Do. Samuel J. Lindsay # 83,42 1823 ” 63
26, To. Thomas Stipes # 214,14 1823 o 69
27 . Do. Mary Seliz # 806,73 1823 . #” 70
28. Do. John Baylis ” 22.07 1823 ” 71
29, Doa Isaac Wood ” 108.75 1823 o 72
30. Do. Joshua Riley # 225.75 1823 ” 73
3l. Stone bldg. James Coates # 161.39 1823 “ 74
32. Wooden building Wa. Grisfield # 34.94 1823 o” 75
33, Do. Abram Berlin # 57.84 18238 . 76
34. Do. Ym. Adams ” 39.66 1823 o 77
35. Stone Bldg. Jacob Coons “” 209.04 1823 ” 78
36. Wooden building Andrew Board # 37.00 1828 ” 79
37. Brick Building Daniel Johnson # 158.37 1823 “ 80

6. American States Papers Vol. IV, pp. 143-145, Reel 17, v. 3, pp. 234-237.
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Description By Whom By What Buildings purchased by government _
Erected H&uthority Amt. paid Date of by what auth. No.
erected for each purchase ©purchased Bldg.
or payment
38, Wooden Building John Hol& Supt. 58.53 1823 Superintend’t 81
39. Do. Ezwkiel Stipes # 66.54 1823 #” 82
40, Do John Riley ” 27453 1823 ” 83
41, Brick Building Philip Hoffman # 339,37 1823 L 84
42. Wooden buidding Meshac Kirby ¥ 286.66 1828 # 85
$4,569.34 (_By adding maching) 12 claims'

By the ”Natiépal Armory Accounts” for 1823, it is stated that the

#rmount paid®to workmen for Houses erected by them on the public Ground

for their accommodation” totaled §5,758.30 for that year.®
In 1824 the following 13 claims were liquidated:
Description By Whom By what Amount paid Date of By what Bldg.
of Bldg. Erected Authority for each Purchase  Authority No.
Erected Purchased
1, Wooden Bldg. Michael Melhorn Supt. 229.11 1824 Superintendent 86
2. Do, Nathan Benton ” 39.40 1824 ” 87
3. Do. Adahel Davis #” 74,00 1824 # 88
4, Brick Bldge Chs. Wintersmith * 114.97 1824 o - 89"
5. Wooden Bldg. Wm. Smallwood & 80.00 1824 ” 30
6. Do. Stetson Bisbee ¥ 91.43 1824 1 91
7 Do. Charles Fouke o 114.06 1824 o 92
8. Do. Edm. Burke ” 32445 1824 o 93
9, Stone Bldg. John Rockenbaugh # 560,42 1824 ‘ ” 94
10, Do, Nathangil French # 38.10 1824 o a5
11. Do, Roger Jones “ 13.03 1824 ” 26
12. Brick Bldg. James Pryor o 127.17 1824 ” 97
13« Wooden Bldg. ¥Wm. McCoy ” 89,37 1824 ” .98 3
$1,603.51 (_by adding machine) 13 claim

7. Ibid.,Reel 17, v. 3, p. 286.
8. National Archives R. G. 156, Entry 935.
9, Reel 17, v. 3, p. 236.
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By the #National Armory Accounts# for

1824, it is stated

#this Amount paid to the Workmen for Houses erected on the Public

c_;rpund-—»-—ﬁl,6'71.96."’lO

In 1825 the five following claims were purchased:

1. *jooden Bldg. Thomas Stedman Supt. 92.90 1825 Supt. 99
" 2. Stone building Nahum Patch ” 25,53 1825 ” 100
3. Do. Tim Herrington # 301.18 1825 # 101
4. Dok _ John Donaldson # 19.00 1835  # 102
5. Brick Bldg.  Francis O8Neale “ 171,59 1825  # 10311
$610.20 (by adding machine) 5 claims

By the #National Armory Accounts” for 1825 it is stated: #This amount

ﬁaid the workmen for Houses built by them on the public ground »—$1;031.50.“12

In 1826 the following claims were liquidated:

Description By Whom By What Amount paid Date of By What Auth Bldg.

‘of Bldg. Erected Authority for each Purchase purchased Noi
Erected
1. Stone dwelling ¥3m. Smallwoos Bupt. $400.00 1826 Superintendent 37
2. Wooden dwelling John Wegginton # 18.00 1826 #” 104
3. Stone *# gohn McFariani{ # 171.59 1826 o 105
4. Brick Bldg.  Francis OfNeale”  423.00 1826 .- 106#18
$1,013,59 (by adding machine) 4 claims

By National Armory Accounts for 1826 no money was spent for this purposed

druing the year.l4 This probably indicates that funds were held over from

1823 and 1824 and that the final settlement was not effected until 1826.

1D, National Archives R. G. 156, Entry 935.
11. Reel 17, ve. 3, P« 236,

12. HNational Archives R. G. 156, Entry 935
13. Reel 1¥, v. 3, pp. 235-236.

14. National Archives R. G. 156, Entry 935.
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In 1827 and 1828 the following six claims were purchased:

l. Wooden dwelling John Tully %upt. 12.00 1827 Supt. 107
2. Do. John Roderick # 25,00 1827 # 108
3. Do. Wo. McClure 7.23 1827 & 109
4. Doa Ym. Phelan # 25,00 1827 # 110
5. Do. Elizabeth Keep # 200,00 1827 & 111
6. Do. Nathan Yeamans ®  296.03 1828 119#15

$565.26 (By addingmachine) 6 claims
By National Armory Accounts for 1827, there was spent for #The
purchase of a windows claim upon a Dwelling House—-—"zoo.”ls By the
same accountsz no sums for spent for this purpose in 1828 and 1829, In sum-
marizing expenditures for the period 1822-1829, as presented in
?National A;mo}yiﬁccounts” it is stated #By amount expended in permaneht
impIOVeménts, viz: For House® purchased of workmen and éthers”, a .

total of #$8,661.76% had been expended.l7 Based on the figures presented

" in February 1829 report and checked by the adding machine, a total of

$8,361.90 had been spent from 1822 through 1829 in liquidating 70 claims
to Govermnment Dwelling Houses.

All of these expenditures, however, did not end the;problemgfor the
original 84 claims for 1823 improvements made to Government houses had
grown to a total of 113 such claims in 1829. Thus 43 claims still
remained to be settled in February 1829. The unpaid claims were

as follows:

“Buildings yet in the possession of the builders and their assigns.

15. Reel 17, v.3, p. 236.
16, National Archives R. G. 156., Entry 935.
17. 1Ibid.
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Description In What By whom By what au- Bldg. Amount claimed

of Bldgs. Year erected thority erected No. on each
Erected ‘
1. Cellar - Wm. Reed Superintendent 1 $152.00
2. Do, - Jacob Haines Do. 2 153.00
3. Stone dwelling - Nathan Turk do. 3 79.00
4. do. - Thomas Welders do. 4 124.00
5. Wooden dwelling 1826 George Little do. 5 186.57
6. do. - C. C. Cameron do. 6 160.00
7 do. 1825 Jacob. Ott do. 7 50.00
8. Cellar to
dwelling - S. McDowell do. 8 65.00
g, do. - : M. Britenbaugh do. 9. 118.64
10. Wooden bldg. - James Thrapp do. 10 52.00
11. do. 1810 J. A. Shafer do. 11 170.60
12. do. 1824 Jacob Beard do. 12 94.00
13. doe. - : ¥m. Gannon do. 13 $3.00
14, do. - John Marlatt do. 14 71.82
15, do. 1812 BAbso Vanvacter do. 15 209,81
16, do. 1824 Mrs. McBee do. 16 47.00
17. do. 1824 Joseph Davis do. 17 116,33
18. do. 1825 W.T.As Pollock do. 18 352.72
19.Stonecdwelling 1825 D. Crawfoxd do. 19 268,07
20, Wooden # 1824 Charles Staley Do. 20 101.00
21, do. - Joshua Cox do. 21 100,00
22 do. 1825 R. Crugzen do. 22 299.98
23, do. 1825 John e do. 23 349.46
24, doe. - Hugh HMcCoy do. 24 101.41
25, do. 1825 Mathias Spangle do. 25 162.00
26, do. 1819 John Griffiths do. 26 . 168,37
27 . do. - David Adams do. 27 89,00
28, do. - Ashel Davis doe 28 238445
29. do. 1825 Te McNulty do. 29 222.00
30. do. 1825 R. A. Waters doe. 30 154.00
3l. do. 1825 Eman Engles do. 31 88.03
32. Stone Bldg. - John C. Renseld do. 32 600.00
33, Brick dwelling 1824 W. McCoy do. 33. 549.48
34. Wooden # 1825 John Crutchly do. 34. 150.00
35. do. - Joha #&nderson do. 35 220.84
36. do. - Charles Button do. 36 150.00
37. do. - Susan Downey do. 38 96.49
38. do. 1812 M. Zimmerman do. 39 350,00
39 do. 1820 John Butler do. 40 150.00
40, do. - John Johnson do. 41 75.00
41, do. - James Merrick do. 42 75.00
42, Stone dwelling 1826 Jona. Irving do. . 43 350.00
43, Stone dwelling, 1826 George Harding do. 113 650.00 18
intended as_a ferry-housd
43 claims $8.054.07 (By addi
18, Reel 17, vol. 3, pp. 235-236. machine
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As the dates of erection on the chart reveal, 18 more claims

and probably 18 new buildings were erected on Government land in

the period after 1822 and thus before 1829 by Armory workmen.

in addition to the 43 claims on dwelling houses, pending in
February 1829, there were also 7 other claims, totaling $14,075.00,
for mercantile buildings that had been erected on government 1lots

that had been leased by private individuals not connected with the

Axmory.l9
In a cover letter submitting this 1829 report on claims to
Col. George Boﬁford, Superintendent James Stubblefield remarked:

#4.eeThere are three or four buildings erected on the (Eﬁmﬁ)
hill between the two rivers not included in this report; one of
them occupied by a Mrs. Beston as a female school establishment;

_ three other small huts, occupied by free blacks, names as follows,
viz: William Prim; Adam Jones, and Jack Wood, who_perform the duties
of sextons and grave-diggers;_also two churches (the Free Church
and Methodist Episcopal Churcg); all of which are located on a lot
of four acres, reserved in the will of Robert Harper, deceased the
original proprietor, and under whom John Wager, who sold to the
United States their land at this place, derived his title, for the
purpose of erecting a graveyard, church, &c.; an extract from which
I enclose herewith, from which it will be seen that even had not

the four-acre lot been appropriated to the purposes contemplated

in Harper’s will the government could not legally have any control
over it. There are aslo several dwelling situated on the lands of
which the government own the right of perpetual wood cutting, the
owners of which purchased the fee simple. These houses are numbered
in the statement furnished by Colonel Lee from No. 199 to 207.

#In regard to the authority for purchasing buildings, improve-
ments, &c., I have to observe that it has always been considered the
duty of the superintendent ito provide suitable accommodations for
the workmen employed in the armory. This could only be done by
building new buildings, or purchasing improvements already made.

The latterof these alternatives was, in many instances, the more
expedient, from death, removal, change of circumstances of persons
who made the improvements, or other similar causes. It frequently

19, Reel 17, v. 3, ps 237,
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occurs, when good workmen, having married, or from other causes
need dwellings, or additions to those previously occupied, that

the ammory funds will not, at the time, admit of expenditures being
made for such purposes. They are, therefore, permitted, who able
to do so, to make the improvements at their own charge, with the
understanding that afterwards, when convenient to the armory, they
shall be paid for the same, according to fair valuation.

#The passing of such accounts from time to time, for many
years past, by the accounting officers, has also been considered
as approving the course pursued in this respectss..”

Surmary: Expenditures, 1822 to 1829,

Year For purchasing Armory Rifle

workmen’s claims for No. of men Factori
improvements & construction emplqyedz1 s o Med

1822 3 claims purchased 237 16

1823 39 claims settled-$5,758.30 253 24

1824 13 claims settled-$1,671.96 280 35

1825 5 claims settled-$1,031.50 272 40

1826 4 claims settled- 221 40

1827 6 claims settled-$200.00 239 55

- 1828 1 claim settled 217 67 21,
1829 no claims settled 205 61

70 claims settled for $8,661.76
As of February 1829, 43 claims for Improvements made by workmen: to

Government Dwelling Houses, amounting to $8,054.07, remained to be

Settled-
20, Xeel 17, va. 3, P» 234.
21. Reel, 17, v. 4, ps. 283.
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CHAPTER IV

SETTLEMENT OF PRIVATE CLATMS ON GOVERNMENT DWELLING HOUSES
1830-1838

On July 15, 1830, Colonel George Bomford informed Superintendent
George “ust, Jr., who had just recently assumed command of the
Harpers Ferry Axrmory:

#At the last season of Congress special appropriations for
permanent improvements, were made for Harpers Ferry AmoIVeess

#Tt is desirable also, that all just claims for repairs and
additions to dwelling houses which have been made by, and at the
expense of the workmen, should be extinguished. As to the value
of any of these repairs or additions, you are to consider yourself
as the sole judge, and in forming your opinion on them will have
reference to the benefit which the United States will certainly
derive from them. The amount which may have been expended in
making additions and repairs, for which compensation may be
claimed, is not to be regarded. For no expenditures of this kind
. were authorized to be made by individuals; but on the contrary
were forbidden, by this dept. in 1822, All repairs made since
that date by individuals have been in violation of established
regulations; and of course give no legal claim to remmunation.

The dept. does not however desire to obtain possession, free
of cost, of any really substantial and useful improvements, which
may have been made by individuals; but is desirious that .all such
should be paid for at a fair and just price, according to the
benefit actually received,

#There remarks are to be understocd as applying to repairs
and additions made to dwelling houses, which, belonged to the public;
by the workmen or other occupants; & not to those cases, where entire
new buildings have been erected with or without authority...”

Thus in 1830 the following eight claims for improvement to

Government dwelling houses were liquidated by Superintendent Kysts

1A. Reel 14, v. 8, p. 745-746.
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#G. Harpers Ferry Armory-Dec. 31, 1830
Statement of Sums expanded for dwelling Houses for Workmen
at Harpers Ferry during the Year 1830~

l. To this Sum paid Charles H. Mills claim for
improvements on dNElling HouseS-..-o-.s--.--.-u.a.---- 370.81%

2. “ ” o Pelitiah Thofﬁpson--t--lu.l.o.l-t--.nn. 110-00
3. # ” # Tsrael Parsons..........--............ 35.60
4, “” ” “ George Crompton...-...a--a---..-...’-.- 199000
5. d i - JaCOb Hilllll'.'ll...'l.l.llll.!!'.l!t 100.00
6s i ” o Richard Cmgen.....--.-----....-..-... 275,00
7a * o # Charles C. CamerONesssassssassssssnsas 125,00
8. *# »o # Lewis Wernwag & Son for dwelling house 200,00
‘ Eight Claims $1,114, 81—24"‘a
In the year 1831 the following 21 claims were settled by
MI. Rust-

”D. Harpers Ferry Armory-December 3lst 1831,
Statement of Amount expended in erectlng Dwelling Houses for
workmen during the year l%gl” \

1. Amount paid John S. Gallagher FOr hoUSCeessssssas$835.00 Zzggﬁ*oﬂo V/Klﬁl)
2. ” # Michael Foley for houS€esssssssssssss 700.00-30 by 20 feet-(3)
3. = #  Ym, Keads Admr. claim on housS@sscesss 167,40
4, # “ Sarah Thropp # # .cssessvsessessess 40.00~-Room, smoke house

ice house (3)
Se ” #  Wm. Chambers * #..aseessecsscenssss 90.00-Kitchen, alterinc
' passage, plast.
6. i #  Mathias Spangler # # resenseas 130, 00-Xitchen, porch,
plastering (3)
7. od o JaIneS B. WilEiHS.nuu-n----.-o--o-n-‘un 50.00:8m0ke House, stak
8. ” #  Thomas Copeland # # #  cescsasss 30.70~smoke house, spri
house, necessary.(3)
former claim of Riley.f¢

1. National Archives-R.G. 156, Entry 935-Annual Reports, 1830-31, p. 23,
Reel 20, V. 5, p. 421. For other correspondence relating to these claims
see, Supt. George Rust to Col. Romford, July 28, 1830, r. 22, v. 10
P. 929-3830; Supt. Rust, Jr. to Bomford, September 24, 1830 R. 22, V. 10
Pe. 933-934; Col. Bomford to Supt. Rust, Sept. 25, 1830 R. 14, v. 8 p.784-
785, Supt Rust to"Bomford, Nov. 8, 1830; R. 22, v. 10, p. 943-944; ust t
Bomford, Nov. 12, 1830, R. 22, v. 10, p. 948+949, Bomford to Rust, -
Dec. 30, 1830, R. 14. v. 9, p. 801-803.

2. National Archives R. G. 156 Entry 936. “nnual Reports 1830-31,
p. 195, Reel 70, v. 5, p. 437. -
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i 9. Amount paid Robert Duke Admr. Claim on house 107,00-cellar, walling same,

‘ paving vard
10. o o Amasa M. Mars # A 95,00-stable house (3)_

11, o # Charles Button# A # 148,00-Frame House li stories
high
12. “ ” Michael Melhorn A 4 306,00-frame buildings, with
: 5 rooms (3)
13. o nd Philip Hoffman o & o 50.00
14, o “ F.W. Springer,
widow #” & w n 60.00~(original claim of
Joseph Cury (4)
15, " o James Merick # o o u 33,00
16, i #” Frederic M. Stephenson # # 53,00
17. ” ” Joseph Barnes # A 4 50.00
18, “ #” Elisha Webb 160.00
19, o #” William Crusen # e # - 173,00
20, o i Thomas S. Melvin A 118,00
21. @ o Meshac Kirby # a 75.00
: ” o John Markell in part for 5 houses per contract $2400,00
i = L. Wernwag & Sons plastering houses, &c. 60.00
$5,896.10#

Of this total, $3,436.10 was actually spent for settling 21 claims
of the workmen while the remainder was for new construction,

On October 29, 1831 Superintendent George Rust; Jr. submitted to
Syd=b

the Ordnance Office the following list of 67 unpaid claims remarking:

#C]lass No. l-includes these buildings to which additions have been
made in some cases by permission of the former Sup’dent, but generally
without any authority whatsoever.

Valuation of claims of individuals for improvements made on the
Public Land at Harpers Ferry Armory.

3. Abstract of Claims of individuals for improvements made by them
on the Public Buildings at Harpers Ferry, March 29, 1831, Reel 22
vol. 12, p. 1124,

4, Supt. Rust Jr. to Col. Bomford, July 19, 1831, Reel 22, vol. 12,
pe 11371138,

5. Supt.%ust, Jr. to Bomford, March 29, 1831 R. 22, v. 12, p. 1122. Other
correspondence relating to these claims is as follows: Bomford to Rust
April 19, 1831, R, 14, v. 9, p. 813; Rust to Bamford; June 23, 1831, ‘.
R. 22, v.12, pp. 1134-35; Bomford to Rust Judy 13, 1831, R. 14, v. 9,

p. 821; Bomford to Rust, July 22, 1831, “. 14, v. 9,p. 822; Oct. 29,
1831, R. 24., Ve ‘9, p- 824. )
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v

Names of Claimants Nature of Improvements Value

1. James Clark Digging foundation and plastering house, Porch
shed room-smoke house, window-bake oven,
cupboard, Mantlepiece, putting door-5 locks,

painting house $ 50,00
2. Samuel Hobbs Digging foundation of chimney, flooring, kitchen

two windows, partition, stone wall back of house 15.00
3. Elizabeth Fouke Spring house and chamber 47,50
4, Daniel Drew Smoke house-stable-privy-digging out cellar,

garden & yard fence-dn 2 houses & lots 20,00
5. William Garman Shed building-Stone wall-fence-smoke house 84.00
6. Ch, g. Wintersmith Kitchen, stable, fence, privy, mantlepiece 52,00

7. Thomas Steadman 2 windows to house, cellar wall, partition,
cellar door-hinges and steps-fence-privy-door faame 13.50
8. Alexr. Fossett Lining basement story with plank-cupboard-staircase

: . washboard-window glass-fence 12,00

9. Daniel T, Crawford Stone house & improvements attached 375.00
10. ¥Wm. McBee 2 partitions—-2 door locks and hinges, stone wall- :

kitchen-stable-privy-fence-bake oven 60,00

11. Christian Kreps Floor in house, porch-window frame-sash and glass,
fences-digging cellar-finishing kitchen, smoke

A house-privy 40,00
12. John Keller Stable-smoke house-privy-fence-4 locks staircase 30.00
13, George Ha. Butler Frame house and kitchen entire (except weather

boarding) fence-stable, privy, smoke house 140,00

Ammt. carrd. over $938.00
14, Sanul. Kilhanm Smoke house-privy-stable-fence, flooring house,

I windows & window casing ) 33.00

R 15. Edmd. Chambers Stair case-stone wall-stable-privy-fence 20.00
: 16, John Charman Addition to house (4 rooms) kitchen, chimney,

bake oven-stable-stone wall-fence-privy-porch 106.00

17. Richard Martin Stone wall-fence 15.00

18. John Marquett Plastering house, plarking kitchen-fence 14.00

19, James 8. Riley Filing in house~topping chimney-putting in
door-laying hearth-cellar wall and door-bake )
oven-~fence 31.00
20, Wn. D. Phelan Stable-dairy-privy-fence, frame house 117.00
21. M. Bretenbaugh Cellar wall-laying two floors-2 partitions-
2 staircases-mantlepiece-painting & plastering
house-stone wall-fence-privy, bake oven and platform 100.00
22. Michael Crowl Smoke house-fence 10,00
23. Thomas Russell Kitchen, smoke house-privy-fences-stone wall 82.G0
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( 24, ¥Wm. Nunamaker Digging cellar-laying hearth-porch-bake oven-privy-
‘ stone wall-smoke house-& room ceiling garrett-dormer
windows-3 batten doors 75.00

- Ammt. carrd. over$l541.00

25+ David Adams Back room-window frames and sash, smoke house
stable-privy-~fence 40,00
26. Benjamin Stipes Stable-privy-fence 30.00
27. V. McCoy Brick house finished complete-stable-privy-fence 515,00
28, Abraham Fleming Frame house-finished complete, kitchen, fence 115,00
29, John Brua Steps-stone wall 2.50
30, Peter Hoffman - Putting in door frame &c-back of chimeey-window
frame and sash-smoke house-stable-fence 14,00
31l. Joshua Riley :. Porckes front & rear-door & window frame-painting
" house-fences 16.00
32, Mary Griffith Frame house finished, stable,privy-fence 125.00
33. William Smallwood Stone house 16 by 19 feet complete, log hause-
" bake ovem-smoke house-privy, stable fence 1ULWCG
175.00

Stone House 19 by 29 feet two stories high and
finished complete-Porch-smoke house, stone wall,

kitchen privy-fence : 720,00
895.00
Deduct amt. paid by former Superintendent 400.00 495,00
Ant. carrd. forwardes... $2894.50
34. Ruesan Cross Window sash-frame and glass-___ -smoke house-
kitchen-stone wall 75.00
35. Wm. Best Porch-digging cellar-steps-kitchen-chimney-smoke
house-stable-privy-fence- _ . 35.00
36, Thomas Daken Plastering house-finishing rooms-steps-window
. frames-painting house8digging cellar-stable-kitchen  71.00
37, John Holt Mantlepiece-partition-doors-kitchen cellar-smoke
house-stable-privy-fence 62.00
38+ John guke Log house 19 x 24 feet complete-privy-stable-fence
’ stone wall 390.00
39. Abraham Roderick Kitchen-fence-dermer windowrdoor 10.00
40, Daniel Johnson  Kitchen and room-flooring out building-smoke
house-roof to spring house-stable-fence 25.00
41, Anthony Balstisting (?) Smoke house-fence-digging & walling
cellar-kitchen 22,00

42, John A. Schaeffer Mantlepiece, 1 lock-3 latches-finishing upper
story-carpenters work & plastering houses-paving
cellar with brick-kitchen-smoke house-porch-wood
house, stone wall-fence privy- $110.00
Log dwelling-smoke house cellar-privy wall-
fence 95.00 205.00
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Names of Claimants  Nature of Improvements ' Value

43, JohnnRockenbaugh Spring house-stable-privy-roof to porch-fence

window frames, sash & glass-2 stables 160,00
, Amt. Carrd. over. $3,889,.50
44. Wm. Adams Plastering porch-repairing chimney-laying
hearth-smoke house-bake oven—stone wall 17.00
45, James Near Building house (materials provd. by the U. States)
20 x 24 feet-stable-privy-fence 90,00
46, John. Anderson House & kitchen-smoke house-privy-bake oven-
fence-digging cellar - wall 130,00
47. Meshac Kirby House-fence-shed-kitchen-privy 50,00
48, Jeremiah StevensKitchen-privy-fence ] 8.00
49, Estate of John Lackey Stone dwelling 18 x 40 feet-wall in front
of house 650,00
50. Jacob Ott shed room-porch-kitchen-smoke house, bake oven-
spring house-fence-privy-mantlepiece-stairs-stable-
plastering house 100,00
51. Timothy Herrington Back porch and room . , ' - 60.00
52, Herod Long Frame house 14 by 16 ft. complete 38,00
53. Jacob Engles Kitchen-stable-fence-cane (?)-privy-chimney and
weatherboarding 40,00
S4. Amos Segler Stable-fence-porch 15,00
55, Jacob Foreman kitchen-smoke house-stone wall - 30.00
56. Wm. Hall Staircase, doors & dopr frames-fence 13.00
57. Thos. Mclulty Dwelling House(brick & frame) stone smoke house,
&frame stable-fences-privy. + 300,00
Amt. carried over $5,430.50
58. Notty Deamer(?) Smoke house-privy-fence 25.00
59, Danl. lMcFaden Stone wall-fence-privy 20,00
60. Ashfield Vories wood house-dairy-kitchen-shed room-porch-cane
staircase-2 doors-window frame 35.00

6l., Samul. Griffith Xitchen-door and frames 2 window frames-fence-privy 16.00°
62. Francis Attlespeiger Stone house-17 by 20 feet-kitchen-stable-fence

smoke house-bake oven-~wood house 315.00
63. Thomas Kugin Staircase, digging cellar, 1 lock, painting house-
kitchen-smoke house-fence~stableprivy- 35.00

64, Robert Blanchard Digging cellar-plastering & painting house, laying
2 hearths-mantle piece-stone wall-porch-partition-
doors & casing-rough casting stone wall-stable-

privy fence- 66.00
. 65. Michael cook- Putting roof on house-digging celdars-walls of stone
house-laying floors-plastering house8smoke house-stable 59.00
: 66. Henry Ward Stone dwelling 18 by 19 feet 1% stories 230.00
| Frame dwelling 13 by 18 feet, stone wall 75.00 305.00
: 67. John Claspy Shed , 40,00
$6, 3465070

, 6. Reel #24, vol. 9, pp. 844-849,

- 38 -



These detailed listsshow the exact nature of work effected on the
Dwelling Houses and_also give us the names of the #Builders”.

On November 7, 1831, as a part of the #“Special Estimate for
additional appropriations for the service of the Ordnance Department
for the year 18327, §6,346.50 was requested #For the payment of
private claims for dwelling built by individuals on the public land
at this A:mory.”7 The justification for this sum read: #“A number
of individuals have claims for improvements made by them on dwelling
houses erecteq on the public lands at this ammory, and it is desirable
that they should be liquidated. For the gradual extinguishment of
those claims, the sum here proposed is intended."8

On January 7, 1832 Colonel George Bomerd, of the Ordnance Office,
informed Superintendent George Rust, Jr. of Harpers Ferry Amory:

#The Mil. Comnm. of the House of Reps. have declined action upon
so much of your Estimate as regards private claims for dwellings on
the public lands at H. Ferry-suggesting the propriety of the
submission of these claims by the individuals concerneg, to Congress,
that they may be refered to their appropriate Committee, viz. the
Com. on Claims.

#This information vou will communicate to the persons concerned.
P.S. In consequence of the above decision you will make no further
payments on account of these claims and you will also suspend the
further erection of all private buildings on the public grounds
of the Armory.”°

Thus after ten years ofeffort to settle this problem, Congress

finally intervened, and orders were issued to halt all construection

of buildings by private individuals on Government land at Harpers Ferry.
7. Reel 20, v. 6, p. 564.

8. Reel 20, v. b6, p. 566,
9., Reel 14, v. 9, p. 845,
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/ ' The ordnance department henceforth carefully adhered to the

policy of refusing to settle any claims for improvements to government

|
o
|
{
{

dwelliné hoﬁses from 1832 until 1886, when Congress finally took
action on the matter.lO | X
In the mean time, however, the Ordnance department made every
effort to secure from Congress the money that was needed to settle
these claims.’ Thus in the “Special estimate for additional
appropriation;~for the service of the Ord. Dept. for the Year 1833,#

sukmitted to Congress on November 19, 1832, they requested $6,346.50

as the ”Amount:for repairs upon the public dwelling houses, at the

Amory, made by the workmen at the amory to whom they have been
; assigned as dwellings."ll In justifyingﬁheir-request for this amount, %%? b
“the Ordnance Department wrotes

#8s mentioned under the preceeding head (I) many of the public
dwellings at this Armory are old and ruinous, and have from ftime to
time received repairs, at periods when public funds for this purpose
could not be obtained. Acting under the necessity of their
circumstances, repairs of public buildings occupied by the workmen
have been frequently made by them, but without authority from the
present Chief of this depariment. From various causes of incapacity
in workmen, it frequently becomes necessary to discharge unsuitable
persons, who in many instances retain possession of the public
buildings after their discharge, either from obstinacy, on the mere
plea of possession, or on the grounds edther that the improvements
they have made to the buildings have not been reimbrused them by
the U, States; and it is found that the authority of the Superintendent

10. See Col, Bomford to Supt. Rust, October 2, 1833, Reel 14, V.
10, p. 914. Rust to Bomford, October 8, 1833, Reel 22, v. 14
p. 1329; Bomford to Rust)June 18, 1834, R. 14, v. 10, 945;
Bomford to Rust, July 16, 1835, R. 14, v. 1ll. p. 1036

11. Reel 206, v. 6, p. 570 ’
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of the Armory is insufficient to remove thgm, except by a tedious 2
legal process; jurisdiction over the public land at that place, :
not being ceded to the United States.

The retaining possession of the public land in this manner,
by persons who have been discharged, occasions many inconveniences
at the Ammory and among these the principal, is that of the exclusion
from the public buildings, of many of the wrkmen employed in the
place of those whomay have been discharged. To avoid these incon-
veniences the sum here referred to, is embraced in the estimate.-
It is the result of a fair valuation of the repairs, as made by
disinterested persons.” 2

The ordnance depariment, not succeeding in securing the requested
sum in 1833, renewed their request for $6,346.50 in 1834, in 1835,
and again in 1836.13

In the.specia1 estimate for 1836, the Ordnance Department,
apparently not consulting with the Superintendent of the Harpers
~ Ferry Ammory or through some error, requested bnly {4,548 #For
the payment for repairs and additions upon the public dwelling
houses made by workmen of the Armmory to whom they lwe been assigned
as dwellings.”13ﬁ%hus reducing the amount previously requested from
1831 to 1835 by $1,798.50. Congress, in 1836 finally appropriated the
$4548.00 requested to settle this type of claim.l4

On December 8, 1836, Superintendent Rust wrote to the Colonel
George Bomford, of the Ordnance Office, pointing out the dilemma
the 1836 reduction in the amount appropriated for the settlement of
claims had left him in. Mr. Rust stated:
12- Reel 20, Ve 6' ppn 573‘574-
13, 1884-Reel 20, v. 6, p. 583; Reel 20, p. 591; 1835, Reel 20,

v. 6, pp. 592-594; 1836-Reel 20, v. 6, p. 598,
14, Reel 20, v. 6, pes 605,

A - P T R N
134 faal RS Y6, P 5TTT e Hyrdte.
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“#The valuation of the repairs and additions upon the public
dwellings at this, made by workmen of the Ammory, to whom they were
assigned as dwellings, amounted to $6,346.50 as per valuation, a
copy of which you have in your office.

The Appropriation for the Payment of those claims amounts only
to $4,548, less than the valuation, and the sum asked for in my
estimate by $1,798.50.

You perceive then my difficulty. How are I to approtion (sic)
among the claimants the amount appropriated? For what reasons, and
by what rule was the Estimate narrowed down? aknowledge of these
facts may guide me in the distribution of the Appropriations.

The only mode, as I conceive by which the matter may be
settled is to show me in what cases the claims was diminished, and
authorize me to pay in accordance with the disciimination made at
the Dept. by which the estimate was curtailed.#!®

On December 16, 1836'Colonel Bomford issuéd the following form
and ¢pnstructions to beghidsed in settling the claims: The claimants
being first required to sign the following statement:

e the Subscribers hereby relinquish and release to the U. States
for the use of the National Armory at Harpers Ferry all the improvements,
additions and repairs of whatsoever kind or nature made by ourselves,
or those under whom we claim as transferres, representatives or
otherwise, upon the public Buildings at said Armory, assigned to
ourselves or them as Dwellings for and in consideration of the
equivalent appropriated by an Act of Congress, passed at the session
of 1835 & 6- the receipt whereof as set opposite our respective
names is hereby acknowledged. Witness our hand.”

Under ”Remarks”, it is stated,” 1In the item for the payment
for Repairs &c. on Houses made by workmen of the Armory to whom
they have been assigned as Dwellings there appears to be a mistake
there being a discrepancy between the valuation and the Appropriations,
However, let that be as it may the amount appropriated §$4,548, must be
for the present proportionally distributed among the claiments
agreeably to the valuation of $6,346.50.% Extract from Col.
Bomford’s letter of Instruction on the sdbject dated December 15, 1836.#

Except where dtherwise noted below, the claimants were paid

at the rate of 71 cents to the Dollar.

15. Reel 12, v. 3, pp. 222-223.
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f’* Nanes BAmount of Amount Time

Valuation received Received Remarks
1. John Duke $390.00 $279.49 April 26, 1837
2. Jno. Rockenbaugh 100.00 71.00 April 27, 1837
3. Samuel Hobbs 15.00 10.00 April 28, 1837 leas for depreciation
4, Soloman Fleming 71.00 20,00 April 28, 1837 # # ”
5. Bateman 90,00 64.46 May 2, 1837 Transferee of Neal.
6, William Schaeffer 375.00 268.74 May 2, 1837 Transferre of Crawford
7. John d. Achaeffer 110,00 78,83 May 2, 1837
8. William Best 35.00 24,85 lMay 2, 1837 Holt got this money
9, Thos. Russell 82.00 58,22 May 2, 1837
10, William }McBee 60.00 42,60 May 2, 1837 Gilbert got this mongy
11, John Chapman 106.00 75.26 May 4, 1837
12, I.Fouke, Admr. of :
E. Fouke 47,50 33.72 HMay 5, 1837
13. Michael Crowl 10.00 7.10 May 5, 1837 ‘
14, David Adams 40,00 21,40 May 10, 1837 depreciation
- 15. Wm. Smallwood 175.00 125.41 May 17, 1837 '
16« W. Smallwood 320.00 229,32 HMay 17, 1837
17. Wm. McCoy 575,00 365.65 May 18, 1837
18. Alexr., Fossett as ,
Admr. of W. Phelanll7.00 83.07 May 21, 1837
19. John Marquett 14,00 9.94 May 21, 1837
20. Coab. Holt, Adms of
' John Holt 62.00 62.00 June 13, 1837
"«ls Reason Cross 75.00 46,63 June 30, 1837 Depreciation of 6.62
22. Christian Krepps 40,00 28,40  July 17, 1837
23. Jacob Foreman 30.00 11.30 Aug. 23, 1837 Depreciation of 10.30
24, Henry Ward 230.00 100.00 Sept. 8, 1837 # of 63.30.
25. Thomas McNutly 300,00 300.00 Sept. 29, 1837
26 Wm. Nunnamaker 75.00 53.25 Sept. 29, 1837

27. Martin Breithenbaugh 100,00 100.00 Sept. 28, 1837
28, Anthony Belsterling(?) 22.00 15.62 Sept. 30, 1837

29, John A. Schaeffer 95.00 67.45 Sept. 30, 1837
30. Charles Staley Admr.

of John Keller 30,00 21.30 Nov. 10, 1837
3l. Edwd. Harding. Admr.

of John Lackey 650,00 650,00 HNovember 10, 1837
32. William Adams 17.00 8.50 Nov. 14, 1837.
33. I. Seaman 315.00 223.65  14th Dec. 1837
34, Rich. R. Cruzen ‘

for Ames Seglar 15,00 15.00 15th Dec. 1837 all paid

35. Rachel Garman 84.00 59.64 16th Dec. 1837
36. Ce Go Wintersmith 52.00 36.92  28th Feb. 1838
37. Daniel McFaden 20.00 14,20 1l4th May 18388
38, Mary Griffith 125,00 54,00 June 18, 1838 depreciation of 25.C0
39, Edmund Chambers 20.00 10.00 June 23, 1838 o of 4,20
40. Thomas Keigin 35.00 24,85 July 17, 1838%t%
40 claims 1$5,259.50 ) E§3,771.7Zj

14, Reel 24, v. 9, pp. 837-84C
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It is assumed that the remaining portion of the appropriation,
amounting to $770.23, was used to liquidate the remaining outstanding
27 claims on the #(ClassI®” list dated Octobér 29, 1831, which totaled
$1,087.00. A careful check of estimates for 1837 to 1861, together
with actual appropriations made by Congress, reveals that no further
sums of money were either asked or received for the purpose of
purchasing claims for improvements to dwelling houses on Government
land at Harpers Ferry. The last of these claims must, therefore
have been settled in 1838,

- It is also clear that the policy established by the Ordnance
Department on January 7, 1832 E.G.-yocu ﬁill also suspend the
further erection of all private buildings on the public grounds of
_the Armory,” was strictly maintained from 1832 until 1861. Thus
on July 16, 1835, Colonel Bomford of the Ordnance Depariment
reméi@%d Superintendent Rust: #It was decided by the Secretary
of War sometime since that no more buildings should be erected by
privafe individuals on the public land at Harpers Ferry A}mory.

This decision was nade, partly in consequence of the difficulty
in obtaining pessession of the ground on which such buildings
have been erected, when wanted by the U. States.”ls

Again, &n April 13, 1840, Lt. Col. George Talcott of the
Ordnance Office, informéd Superintendent Edward Lucas of the Harpers
Ferry Armoxry:

15. Reel 24, v. 11, p. 1036.



#, ...I have to state that great care should be taken to avoid
the difficulties that have been herefofore met with, by allowiné
the location of private dwellings on the public_lands at your posé..."16
In summary, then, from 1822 to 1838 a total of 165 claims for
improvements made by Armory Workmen to Govermment dwelling houses

located on the Govermment land at Harpers Ferry were settled at a

cost of approximately $17,860.67. This method of constructitiﬁ}

W

new dwelling ﬁouses, of making additions to and of repai;ing old
ones thus came to a halt halt on January 7, 1832, as a result of
orders of the éecretary of War. Six more years passed, however, before
‘the last of these claims were finally séttled.‘ This mode of
cbnstruction was undoubtedly expedient during periods when the
'Covernment could not provide money for the erection of Dwelling
houses and for making additions and repairs to the same, but it
was probably much more costly in the long run and certainly resulted
in wide variety of workmanship, ranging from excellent to@zgggi;;gf
S
inferior, with a large part of building undoubtedly falling in the
last catagory, as compared to buildings erected entirely by the
Government under contract., Fdthermore, the problem of claims
and legal problems arising from this type of construction were

certainly an extra burden on the Superintendents of the Armory

from 1822 until 1838.

16. Reel 16, v. 1, p. 132,
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CHAPTER V

GOVERNMENT CONSTRUCTION OF DWELLING HOUSES, 1822 to 1829

Coincident with the erection of dwelling houses>on Government
land by private individuals and the settlement of these claims,
the Govermment carried on its own program of constructing new
dwelling houses and of making additions and repairs to older
buildings. The scope of this program and'the type of house being
constructed b} the Government from 1822 tb 1829 is revealed by
the following extracts from the National Armory Accounts:

Expended in 1622 for:

”Building one dwelling house 18 by 40 feet, 1 story woodeess.=.5$400,
Building one dwelling house 16 by 14 feet, 1 story stonesss.. 200”l
Total; 600
S

" In 1823:

#Building three Houses 20 by 28 feet, 1 story

With Cellar Kitchen (Stone)--;-.....-.---.-.--...........-..--1,200

Building one dwelling house 16 by 24 feet with

Cellar Kitchen (Stone)onna-u-n.n--n:u-.-n---...--u--u-:-.ncn-. 300

Building an addition to a dwelling house for the

accommodation of the Armory Store Keeper.-.-...---a-....;...-. S00

Building small additions to six dwelling houseS.ecsssssscnsoase 800#2
$2,800

In 1824:

Building 4 Dwelling Houses 24 by 16 feet 1 story (Stone)eessssl,200
Building 1 Dwelling House 26 by 18, 1 story (brick)sessssessss 400
Building additions to 10 dwelling houses for the accommodation 3
of the worlcmen.....-..........-------.u...--.--..,..--........2‘100”
$3,700

l. Entry 935, War Department, Ordnance Cffice, National Armmory

Bccounts, 1795-1831, 1822- National Archives Record Group #156.
2. National Archives R. G. 156., Entry 935, National Armory Accounts, 1823
3. Ibid., 1824,
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In 1825:

#3uilding 2 Dwelling Houses 24 by 20 ft. 13 stories logS.ascese 700
Building an addition 15 feet by 18 feet, 1 S'tory brickessssasss 300
Building an addition 12 feet by 18 feet, 1 story woodsssssssasa 200

Repairing a building for a Boarding House and Lodging

ROOIIIS for the mrmen.'ll.lllllll...t.l‘.lI'l‘.l...."l.lll.l!ll'lso

In 1828:

# Building a brick addition to the dwelling house

Repairing the House occupied by the Paymasterssssssaescesssscss 300
Repairing the House occupied by the Paymaster’s clerkeisswssscess 20074
$2,850
In 1826:
#Por Building 2 new dwelling houses & an addition to one seeeaes 994.00
For building small well houses & an addition to dwelling
House for Paymasteleessssscsscasssessssecncasssaassassansnasss = O0a/O
For Fitting up rooms for dwellings, alterationg, &Cesscesssaes 70.00
Laying 66 perches of stone for dwelling housS€sessssscsasscencs 33.00
h Consthting new mlls, Shaﬁs, €tConecssonseascsesssssansenas 369093
B\lilding new Chimey to dwelling hoUSCasssncasnsesecanssassansa 20,00
Digg'ing two WellSssesccossscscnnsasnsnannnsssanssoscansassnancas 121-50“5
$1,664.18
In 1827:
# Por Building a kitchen for the Master Armorer 20 by 22 feet,
1 story, bricKesesssssassseansenascsssossnsssassssnesscsnsasas ©00a00
Building a porch for the Paymaster’s ClerKaescasssssescsssssnss 100,00
Building a porch for P. Hoffman, InspectOrecsecssessonsssscnns 80.00
Building porches for four dwelling houses in the old barracks 200.00
Building additions to four dwelling houseS.eessssasssssessssas 900,00
Building Guard Walls for dwellings on Shenandoah Streeteecess 200.00"6
Total in 1827: $1,980.00

Occupied by the Sllpel'intendent...-...-.--..--...----......n-l,OO0.00

Materials furnished for erecting three small wooden
dwellings to be occupied by the workmen of the ArmoOryesceseas

450.0077

$1,45C.00

(The above 450.00 was probably fof the Free Church)

4. Ibid., 1825
5. Ibid., 1826
6. Ibid., 1827
7. Ibid., 1828
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In 1829:

“Expended on Superintendent’s quarters.........................31 429,75

Erection of a House, 28 by 20 feet 1% stories highessscasescce
Erection of a House, 16 by 14 feet 13 5t0ricSesseesssccecacsns
Erecting an addition to a house occupied by one of

the AImOry men...............-..-....-..-..........;...-..--..
Erecting an addition to a house occupied by one of the

Armory MENassuseescoscnvroacnonnnaroscosnonnsssesasnsnoonnnansns
Erecting a small dwelling house for one of the Armory workmen
Erecting a chimney to a house for one of the Armory workmenees
Repairing a House for @ Workma@N.secesssssseasnassnsssscscncsses

300,00
120.45

101.28

74,38

277.31
20.00
82.33
75.00%8

Repairing a House for a workman....-..-.--.---..---.-..--..--.

$2,480.50

#By account for arms &c. made from lst January 1822 to the 31st December
1829: .

By amount expeﬁded permanent improvements, viz:
For building dwelling hOuSeS....---..s...$7 241 76 9
For building addltlons to dwelling homses 8,684.16%

$ 15,925.92

By checking the flgures on the adding machine, the following sums are

“yeilded:

For building 21 dwelling houseS ,ecessseacssssesea$6,541.76
For building additions to dwelling houseSesssses 8,684.16
For repairing dwelling hoOUSES.eesssesccccasasenss 1,807,338
For Wélls, etC....-..-.....---...-.-...--....-.- 491,43

8.

Total: $17,524.68

Ibid., 1829.
Dld., 1829.



Summafy: Armory Expenditures, 1822 to 1829, for new construction,

additions and repairs to Government Dwelling Houses.

Year No. of Houses Erected. Total Expenditures
1822 2 new houses % 600,00
1823 4 new houses 2,800,00
1824 5 new houses 3,700,00
1825 "2 new houses 2,850.00
1826 2 new houses ©1,664.18
1827 3 new houses 1, 980,00
1828 ? | 1,450.00
1829 3 new houses 2,480,50
Totals: 21 new houses $17,524,68
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CHAPTER VI

GOVERNMENT CONSTRUCTION OF DWELLING HOUSES, 1830 to 1837

On July 15, 1830 Colonel George Bomford of the Ordnance
Department, informed Superintendent George Rust Jr., who had
recently assumed command of the Harpers Ferry Armory:

#_ . At the last season of Congress special appropriations for
permanent improvements, were made for Harper’s Ferry Armory.- They
are as follows, viz,

#_ . For the erection of ten additioral dwelling houses-$10,000. ¢

You are accordingly authorized to proceed to effect the objects
apbove statedesse
- The new dwellings may be cormenced as soon as you may think
advisable., A portion of them may be deferred until next year, if
you shall think it more advantageious to do so-

' It is proper that all such of the old dwelling houses belonging
to the United States, as are fit for use and worthy of being preserved
- should be put in good repair. And you are authorized to proceed |

to repair them provided the expense of such repairs shall not exceed
+the amount of rents received. Upon this subject I must refer you
‘to the requlations on file at the Armory dated Feb. 22, 1822...#1

Erection of the 10 new dwelling houses, however, was deferred
until 1831, as is shown by the actual expenditures mad7%or dwellings
houses in 1830. The 1830 expenditures were limited to the following
items:

mpdditions to one of the public houses $133.18%

For sinking well 16,30
For inclosing lot of Superintendent 100,002
$249.48%

On April 19, 1831, Mr. Rust wrote to €olonel Bomford:

#Tnclosed, 1 herewith transmit to you the Contract entered
into with John Markell for the erection of five dwelling houses
for the workmen at this Armory...”3

1. Reel 14, v. 8, ps 745-746; For estimates and appropriations
for the year 1830-see also Reel 20, v. 6, pp. 550, 553.

2. Annual Reports, 1830-31, Entry 936, Reel 20, V. 5, p. 41¢9.

3. Reel 22, v. 12, p. 1126,
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This contract reads in part:

# _ JOHN MARKELL

FOR THE ERECTION OF FIVE DWELLING HOUSES AT HARPERS FERRY,VIRGINIA

Memorandum of Agreement made and entered into this 24th day of
December 1830. Between George Rust Junior Superintendent U. S. Armory
at Harpers Ferry of the one part and John Markellof the other part as
®follows. Viz. The said Markell binds himself to erect at Harpers
Ferry (in such sites as the said Rust shall select) previous to the
first of August 1832 Five dwelling houses of the following description
viz each dwelling house to be thirty seven feet front and running
back twenty feet to consist of two and a half stories, the first
of which (the basement story) tobe eight feet in the clear divided
into a cellar, Kitchen, and pantry the walls to be of stone, and
twenty two inches in thickness. The kitchen to be furnished with a
fireplace and outer door with one window of twelve lights, and a
stairway leading to the second story, the cellar to be furnished
with a window of the same size amd—eime and door communicating with
the Kitchen.  The second story to be built of brick nine feet in
the clear, divided inbo two rooms and a passage the front and back
walls fourteen inches thick and the end walls nine inches thick
each room to be furnished with twowindows (one in front and read,
of twenty four lights each, one fire place and a door communicating
‘with the passage a door at each end of the passage with four lights
over each and a winding staircase extending from the passage of the
upper or half story. The upper or half story to be of brick five
feet in the clear, divided into three rooms the walls mine inches
thick two of these rooms to be furnished with two windows of
twelve lights each and the other room with one window of the same
size. The door and window sills to be made of locust or yellow
poplar, the outer doors to be supplied with iron rimmed locks the
inner or partition doors with common latchesthe houses to be plastered
and painted throughout and covered with good cyress shingles. The
whole of the materials to be of good quality and the work to be
executed in a substantial manner, and the said George Rust Junior
Superintendent as aforesaid on behalf of the United States agrees
to pay to the said Markell at the rate of nine Hundred and forty
dollars for each dwelling house of the description before mentioned
which shall be finished and completed by the said Markell under this
contract. The said Rust. Superintendent as aforesaid further agrees
that upon the application of the said Markell at any time during the
progress of the erection of the said dwelling houses to pay the said
Markell a sum equal totwo thirds of the value of the materials then
furnished and the the work then performed by the said Markell.
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#1t is further understood by and between the parties that if
in making the excavation of the cellarsof the before mentioned
; dwelling houses it should be necessary to remove any rock, the
difference between the cost of plain & rock excavation...”
Progress intthe construction of the five new brick dwelling
houses, additions and repairs to other such houses inl831 are

revealed by Annual reports of expenditures for that Year:

”Anount paid John Markell in part for 5 houses per contract $2400.G0
f L. Wernwag & Sons plastering houses &Csessssss 60.00#°
: $2460.00

For the %gory, in addition in 1831, the following sums were

expended:

”Amount expended for erecting 4 stone additions to dwelling houses %1, 241 25
d plasterlng 3 houseS.-l.t....nnllucu....o.l- 68. 10
“ - #  new Lather 574 85"6
At the rifle factory, in 1831, there was spent for:

”Building a kitChen to House l3...---.---$215.60 3/4

#Building a kitchen to House 14 218,10 3/4
Repairs to House No. 15 2.00
Labor & materials to House No. 16 59,45
Repairs to House No. 17 15.0077

$510.16%

Thus making a total of $4,338.16% expended on construction,
additions, and repairs of Govermment Dwelling Houses in 1831.

4, National Archives R. G. 156 0.C.0O, Yontract Book No. 13, pp. 79-80.
H. F. Photostatic Collection V.l, pp. 6-7.

5. Reel 20, v.5, p. 437,

6, Ra 20, vo 5, p. 436. See also Rust to Bomford, June 23, 1831, R. 22
ve 12, p. 1134.

7« R.20, v. 5, ps 465, For correspondence relating to repairs at Rifle
factory, see: Hall to Bomford, Oct. 3, 1831, R. 22, v.ll, p. 1070;
and Bomford to Hall, Oct. 6, 1831, R. 14, v. 9, p. 834, on additions
of kitchens. The wooden kitchens on Houses Ho. 13 and 14 were replaced by
new brick kitchens, 18 feet by 14 feet and one story in height.
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Markell ccmpleted}the construction of the five new dwelling
houses in 1832, as is revealed by Superintendent Rust’s letter of
January 3, 1835 to Colonel Bomford of the Ordnance Office:

#The contract entered into by John Markell for the eréction of
Five Dwelling Houses at this Armory, which was tramsmitted to you
on the 19th April 1831 having been fulfilled he is desirous of
having it cancelled...”8

In the 1831 fiscal year, neither Superintendent Rust nor the
Ordnance Deparémentvrequested any funds for construction, additions
and repairs to dwelling houses. Congress, of course, therefore,
did nof appropriate any money for these purposes.9

It also appears thatvonly fivé dwelling houses, not ten were
erected under the appropriation of 1830 for lO‘additional dwelling
houses, the difference amounting to approximately $4,540.91% being
used to settle 29 claims in 1830 and 1831 for improvements made to
government dwelling houses by private individuals. (see chapter IV)

The “Special Estimate for additional appropriations for the
service of the Ordnance Department for the year 1832.# however, did
contain the following request: #Harpers Ferry...G. For erecting
12 additional dwelling houses for the workmen, $8,600...” The
justification for this request read:

#G. Much inconvenience and embarrassment have been felt at
this Ammory, from the want of dwelling houses for accommodation
of the workmen. Many of the buildings now used as dwellings are
8s Reel 22, v. 14, p. 1375; see also Capt. Wm. H. Bell to Rust,

Jan. 7, 1833, R. 14, v. 9, p. 883.
9. Estimates & Appropriations for 1831, R. 20, v. 6, pp. 556-561.
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in such a state of‘decay as to warrant the opinion, that they
cannot be much longer occupied.#10 '

On April 21, 1832 Superintendent Rust urged speed in getting
the requested 12 additional houses under construction, writing
Col. Bomfords

#s some time must elapse before the decision of Congress will
be know, as to the applimtion for a special appropriation for
building dwelling houses for the workmen at this Ammory, and thex
erection of the houses during the ensuing summer being indispenably
necessary for their accommodation, I would be pleased to receive
permission to contract for the erection of Six dwelling houses to
be paid for out of the appropriation for Armories in the event
of the Special .Appropriation designed for that object not being
granted.

#Lt this time there are more than twenty workmen at this
armory who require dwellings for their families, some of whom
are compediled to pay an extravagant rent to private individuals_gofX&ﬁ Ave
for the houses they occupy, andsin their present situation O iy B [y
exceedingly uncomfortable and unhealthy. - For the reasons Sadifardared 42
assigned in my letter of the 1l4th instant, it is of§ some importance titzfaﬂéw
that the erection of these buildings should be commenced as early Gl
as possible.”l

Col. Bomford replied on April 23, 1832, writing:

Your several letters dated the 21 inst. have been received.
In answer to your inquiry, whether you could be permitted to
erect the dwelling houses forthe workmen this year, in the event of
the Special Appropriation for them not being made by Congress;
I have to state, that the law does not authorize such a transfer
of funds and it is contrary toit, to divert the object of any
appropriation specially provided foruea
P.S. There is good reason to believe that the Special Appropriation
will pass in due time.”l

10, November 7, 1831, R. 20, v. 6, p. 564, p. 566.
1ll. R. 22, v. 13, p. 1239. John H. Hall also wrote to Col.
Bomford, March 19, 1832, requesting the additions of
kitchens to Houses No. 11 & 12 at a cost of about $250 each, and
the addition of a brick Wash room te Hall’s own dwelling
house at a cost of $250. R« 22, v. 12, p. 1173,
12 R. 14, v. 9, p. 853. See alsc Rust tc Bomford, May 8, 1832,
R. 22, vo 14, p. 1388-39, again urging speed.
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Congress, however, adjourned on July 16, 1832, without
acting on the Special Appropriation and thus no funds were
granted for erecting new dwelling houses in 1832.13

OnbAugust 7, 1832 Mr. Rust informed Col. Bomford:

#, ..The building heretofore occupied as the office of the
Superintendent & his Clerk, is untenable, and I have been compelled
to use one 6f the rooms in the Arsenal as an office. One of the
dwelling houses (originally constructed in I presume for an office)
situated at the Corner of the Arsenal Yard would, with some little
alterations furnish a more convenient office, particularly.
in regard to its location, than any other at the Ferry. In order
to accommodate the workman now occupying this house I wish to
erect for him a dwelling 28 by 20 feet with a kitchen, (the
cost of which will be between 800 & $900) and to convert the house
now occupied as a dwelling into an office. The cost of erecting
the dwelling will exceed but little, if any, that of an office &

I would be pleased you would authorize the erection of the
Stock House & dwelling house, chargeable to Permanent Imprc:ﬁrememt.“'M

. Col. Bomford granted permission to erect these buildings on
August 15, 18832, specifying:

Your letter of the 7th inst. has been received. For the
reasons and purposes which you state, you are authorised to erect
and repair the buildings specified, and to pay for the same out
of the appropriation for permanent improvements at the Armory-
taking care that you estimate for those objects is exceeded as
little as possible, viz.

For the erection of a new Stock House, about 65 by 30 feet $800.00
For repairing a dwelling house, to be used as an office,
and the erection of ancther 28 by 20 feet 900.00
Total, $1,700.00#

15

The #Statement of money expended through the ordnance

department in the year 1832: at Armory, Harper’s Ferry, Virginia,”

included the following item: #for erection of dwelling Houses:$3,714.38.”16

13. Col. Bomford’s note on Special Estimate for 1832, R. 20,V.6,p.567.
l14. R. 22, v. 13, p.1255

15. R. 14, v.9, pp. 867-868.

16. R.17, v.4, p. 265,
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This sum undoubtedly included $2,300, the balance of the sum
owed to Markell for his construction of five dwelling houses-in
1832, as well as the $900 allowed for the erection of a new
dwelling house 28 by 20 feet in 1832.

In November 1832 Lt. Col. George Talcott, Inspector of
National Armories, made an inspection of the Harpers Ferry Armory,
and reported to Colonel Bomford in part:

#The erection of houses for the dwellings of workmen is
but reasonable, since the government possessing all the vacant.
ground in the vicinity of the Armory, they have no places whereon
they can build for themselves. Fifteen or twenty new houses are
required, many that are now occupied (from necessity)are not

tenantable, indeed a large number of them should be replaced
by others of different construction...#17 ’

In commenting on the Hall Rifle Factory, the inspector also
remarked: %A few dwelling houses for the workmen at this branch
are also much required."18

Thus the special estimate for additional appropriations for
f;Yﬁfif' the service of the Ordnance Department for the year 1833, submitted
V November 19, 1832, requested #For 15 dwelling houses for workmen
at $800 each: $12,000.” The justification for this request stated:
#7, 1st., It appears from a careful examination of the records
of this office that it has been the settled practice of the

Government, since the establishment of this Armory, to furnish
quarters to the Cfficers and workmen there employed.

17. National Archives R. G. 156, Ordnance Cffice Special File
Box No. 28, report dated December 15, 1832. Photostatic
collection, Vol. 1, p. 12.

18. 1Ibid., Photo. Collection, Vol. 1, p. 1l3.
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2nd. By the report of an officer of this Department, who
has recently inspected this establishment, it appears that the
numbers of dwelling houses at this Armory, if they were all good
and servicable, are yet insufficient for the accommodation of
the 358 workmen, and their families there employed.

3rd. It appears also, from the inspection, that a great
proportion of such of the old dwellings as can be occupied, are
in & state so dilapiated and ruinous as to be incapable of repairs,
many of them being of wood, and having been built more than thirty
Vears ago.

4th. As'most of these old building, are_situated in the
North side of a high and steep hill (Camp Hilg) on the side of
the Potomac, which is overflowed by every heavy rain, their lower
apartments (principally under ground) are in conseguence kept
damp and unhealthy during the whole year, and this is conceived
to be a principal reason, of the sickness at that establishment,
which is found to prevail to an extent so much greater than at
the National Armory at Springfield.

5th. As it is the general opinion that much of the sickness
- at Harpers Ferry arises from the dilapidated state, and exposed
location of the old buildings occupied by the workmen, and as this
prelalent sickness is the main and principal reason, why it is
necessary that greater wages should be given to the workmen
employed at that Armory than are given to those employed at the
Springfield Amory - for these reasons, it is presumed that an
appropriation as above asked for, for 15 new dwellings would,
besides affording present indispenable accommodations, ultimately
have the benefical tendency, of diminishing the expenses at

the Harpers Ferry f.’lx.rmary..."’19

On March 17, 1833, @ol. George Bomford notified Superintendent
George Rust, Jr.:

# .. The following appropriations have been made for the
Harpers Ferry Armory for the present year, viz:

.esFor the erection of twelve additional dwelling houses—$8,600...20

Cn April 18, 1833 Superintendent Rust pointed out to Col. Bomford:

19, Reel 20 v. 6, p. S70; 573-574.
20. R. 14, v. 9, p. 889. also R. 20, v. 6, p. 579
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#The appropriation made at the last session of Congress
for the erection of twelve Dwelling houses at this Amory, will
not be morethan sufficient to pay for the erection of Eight
dwelling of convenient size and durable materials; and I have
entered into a éontract for the brick and stone work of eight
houses, if yo;r permission shall be obtained for the expenditure
of the whole appropriation in their construction. As it is
desirable tha{ they should be commenced irmediately I should be

please to hear from you on the subject # an early day...”2l

2l. R. 22, v. 14, p. 1386.
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Col. Bomford answered on April 16, 1833, stating:

#vour letter of the 13th instant is received. It is out of
the powers of this Department, to sanction your proposition to
erect eight dwelling Houses at Harpers Ferry Ammory, instead of
twelve as authorized by law.- The act making the appropriation
for these object, to which I refer you, stat& For the erection
of twelve additional dwelling houses &c. $8,600.7 And any
diviation from it will be considered asa violation of that law.-

#7t is suggested that you had better commence the building
of the twelve houses this season, and the amount to be expended on
them not to exceed the sum appropriated. - Some of the buildings
it is supposed could be partly finished, by leaving the cellars
and attic room, in such a state, that they might be completed
next yvear; and the amount for their completion can be inserted in
the estimate for the year 1834; this plan it is conceived will
obviate all difficulties.

Your will‘transmit to this Office, draughts of the buildings
to be erected, showing the dimensions as well as on what part of
the public grounds they are to be located.. .72

Cn April 23, 1833, Superintendent Rust replieq)writing:

#inclosed herewith I transmit to you a draught of the buildings
- which it is contemplated to erect at this Ammory, and another
shewing the sites where they will be located (see next pages for
tracings of samg).

The sum appropriated at the last session of Congress for the
erection of Twelve buildings will be sufficient onlyto pay for
the walls, roofs, windows, glass, and doors of the whole number
leaving the interior to be finished in 1834, for which an addition
appropriation will be required.

To erect dwellings for the workmen of less size than those
described in the plan herewith submitted would, I think, be an
injudicious application of the funds of the Govt. and if the whole
appropriation cannot be expended in the erection & completion of
eight houses of this size I would recommedh(that the whole number
should be put under roof and so far finished as to protect them
from the weather until a sufficient sum can be obtained of Congress
to complete them,#”23

22. R. 14, v. 9, p. 892,
23, Reel 22, v. 14 p. 1381
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Col. Bomford of the Ordnance Departmént'grahtedﬁﬁérmissipn :
for starting this construction on April 27, 1833, writing Mr. Rust:

#your letter of the 23d instant, enclosing a draught of one
of the buildings proposed to be erected at Harpers Ferry Armory,
had been received.-

If, as youstate, the sum appropriated is inadequate to
complete the whole number of houses, mentioned inthe act of
March 2d 1833, you will proceed to complete in all respects
as many of them as the appropriation will enable to finish.

The brick buildings erectédclastayearocost about $900 each,

and I cannot discover why the present buildings should cost

any more. At all events you will be governed in this expenditure
by the strictest economy and a due regards to the interest of

the Government.”24

In July‘pf 1833 Superintendent‘Sust, ?hexefore, entered into
two contracts covering the construction of a total of eight>
dwelling Houses. The first of these contracts read in part:

#JEMES FOLEY
For Carpenter Work &c. on 4 Buildings at Harpers Ferry

Memorandum of agreement made and entered into this 15th
day of July 1833. _Between James Foley of the one part and
George Rust Junre. Dupt. Harpers Ferry Ammory of the other part
as follows: - .

#The mid Foley binds himself to furnish allthe materials and
perform the Carpenter work, painting and plastering of four
buildings of the Harpers Ferry Ammory of the following description,
viz:

Main Building 28 feet front 22 in rear one and a half stories high.

The first story to have six doors, plain pannel, the front
door to have plain transom- Six windows, two 20 light 8 x 10 glass
each, the other four 15 lights same size. Windows and doors to
be trirmed with plain archatrive. To be divided into three rooms,
with one fireplace. Plain winding stairs running to the second

story. One clothes press or cupboard in front room, and closet under

stairs. Plain mantel plece. Joice to be 10 in. wide 2§ thick
double bridged and two feet from center to centre. The flooring
to be one and a fourth inches thick and not more than seven inches

24, Reel 14, v. S, pPe 894,
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wide. Plain washboard. Story eight feet in the clear. Walls
of brick 14 inches thicke.

The second story to have two doors-Seven windows, three of
12 lights each 8 x 10 glass, the other four 9 lights each same size,
To be divided into three rooms, with one fireplace. Yoors and
windows to be trimmed with plain single archatrive. Mantelpiece
and washboard plain. Loice 10 inc. wide 2 % in thick two feet
from centre to centre and double bridged flooring one and a
fourth inches thick and not more than seven inches wide. Walls———
inches thicke.

Back building 16 feet front and 12 rear, one story high,

9 inch walls.?! One plain pannel door, 2 windows 12 lights each
8 x 10 glass. - One fireplace, plain mantel. Doors & windows to
be trimmed with plain single archatrive. Plain washboards. Joice
7 inches wide 2% thick, two feet from centre to centre. Celler
to have two windows and one door &c. The whole of the said
_ carpenter work excepting the roof to have two coats of paint.

The doors to be hinged & locked. The building both front & rear
* to be plastered in the interior, with 2 coats and shimmed, & to
be covered with cypress shingles. ‘he whole of the work to be
done in a substantial workmanlike manner, and of good materials,
- well seasoned, and completed on or before the first day of May
nexte.

And the said George Rust Jr. Supt as aforesaid agrees on the
part of the United States that the said Foley shall be paid for
each of the buildings completed by him agreeably to the proceeding
specification the sum of four hundred and forty dollars, to_be
paid on the completion of any one of the said buildingsc..”

The second contract identical to the first except aé to price,
gud
was entered into in July l833,1reads in part:

“DANIEL T. MATTHIAS
For Carpenters work etc. on 4 Buildings at Harpers Ferry.

Memorandum of agreement made and entered into this 15th day
of July 1833; Between Daniel T. Matthias of the one part arnd George
Rust Jr. Supt Happers Ferry Armory of the other part as follows:

25. National Archives R. G. 156, OCO, Contract Book No., 13, pp.196-197

Photostatic Collection, Vol. 1, pp. 24-26,
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The said Mathias binds himself to furnish all the materials
and perform the carpenters’ work painting and plastering of Four
Buildings 28 feet front, 22 in rear, one and a half stories high:
the first story to have six doors plain pannel doors, the front
one to have plain transom- Six windows, two of 20 lights 8 x 10
glass each, the other four 15 lights same size.--Windows and doors
to be trimmed with plain archative: To be divided into three rooms
with one Fire place. Plain winding stairs running to the second
story one close press or cupboard in front room and closet under
stairs -- plain mantle piece--joice to be 10 inckes wide 2% thick
double bridged and two feet from centre to centre. The ﬁéﬁ@bﬁiﬁ@f

to be one and a fourth inches thick and not more than seven
inches wide plain washboards. Story eight feet in the clear.
walls of brick 14 in. thick. The second story to have 2 doors
seven windows three of 12 lichts each 8 x 10 glass. The other
four 9 lights each same size, to be divided into three rooms with
one fire place. VYoors& windows to be trimmed with plain architive (single)
mantel piece and washboard plain. Joice 10 in. wide 2% thick,
"two feet from centre to centre and double bridged. Flooring one
and a fourth in. thick and not more than seven inches wide. Walls

inches thick. ‘

F/aW/'J a’.

4 Back building 16 feet front 12 rear, one story high 9 in.
walls, one plain pannel door two windows 12 lights each 8 x 10
glass, one fire place, plain mantel, doors and windows to be trimmed
. with plain single architive. Joice 7 in wide 2% thick, two feet
o from centre tocentre. Cellar to have two windows one door &c.
| _ The whole of the Carpenters work, excepting the roof to have
v wideer coats of paint- the door to be hinged & locked. The building
both front & rear to be plastered in the interior with 2 coats
& shimmed. and to be covered with good Cypress Shingles. The
whole of the work to be done in a substantial workmanlike manner,
and of good materials well seasoned and completed on or before
the 1lst day of May 1834

And the said George Rust Jr. Supt. as aforesaid agrees on
the part of the U. States that the said Mathias shall he paid
for each building campleted by him agreeable to the preceding
specification the sum of five hundred and forty dollars, to _be
paid on the completion of any one of tne said buildings..."

Thus Foley was to receive $1,760 and Mathias $2,160 for
the carpenter work on the eight houses, making a grand total of

26. MHational Archives R. G. 0.C.0. Contract Book No. 13, pp. 120-Z91.
H.F. Photostatic Collection, Vol. 1, pp. 17-18
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$3,920.00 expended for this purpose. Brick, stone and masonry
work for the eight houses undoubtedly accounted for the remainder
of the approximated $8,6C0.

These houses were completed agreeable to the contract, as
Superintendent Rust’s letter of July $,1834 to Col. George Bomford
reveals:

#You will herewith recd. enclosed three contracts made for
the faithful performance of Work for the U. 8. at Harpers Ferry
Armory Viz. Cneby John Garrett for the Enlargement of the Canal-
one made by James Foley for Furnishing materials & performing the
carpenters work &c. of four dwelling Houses-Also one entered into
by Daniel T. Mathias for materials & Carpenters Work &c for Four
dwelling Houses. The dwelling Houses are completed...

The #Statement of Money expended through the Ordnance
Department in‘the Year 1833,% states that $10,011.78 was spent
that year at Harpers Ferry Amory #For the erection of dwelling
Houses ,”28

This amount, in addition to construction of new houses,
probably also included sums spent for repairs and additions made
to dwelling houses.

The #Special Estimate for additional appropriations for the
service of the Ord. Dept. for the year 1834,” requested a total of
$10,000 for #The erection of 10 dwelling houses for the workmen
at $1000” a piece.29 Congress, however, failed to appropriate

30
money for this purpose."
27« Reel 23, v. 1, p. 3.
28. Reel 17, v. 4, p. 274,
29. Reel 20, v. 6, p. 5883, also pp. 585-087-justification same

as in special estimate for 1832.
36:. R. 20, v. 6, pes 591,
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#3tatement of the money expended through the ordnance
départment in the year 1834,” states that a total of $4,030.33 was speﬁt'
that year #For erecting dwelling-Houses.” 31 Of this sum
apparently $3,087.74 was expended ”For erecting lz'additional
dwelling Houses” in 1834,32 The remainder was probably spent
on repairs and additions to these houses.

Approprigtions rade by Congress for the Service of the
Ordnance Department for the year 1835, approved lMarch 8, 1835, did
not include funds for the erection of Dwelling Houses for the
workmen at the Harpers Ferry Amory.<S

In July 1835, Inspector of Ammories and Arsenals, Lt. Col.
~ Talcott again inspected the works at Harpers Ferry and reported
of his visit:

#The general aspect of the concerns of this Armory is much

" improved since my inspection in 1832. A great advance is perceptible,
in the introduction of new machinery, nevertheless much remains to

be done to bring it up tothe point at which the Springfield

Armory stood at that timeesse ‘

The police of the place is decidely bad. The United States
possess so large a portion of the inhabited grounds at Harpers
Ferry that a general neglect of the ordinary precautions for the
preservation of health, in matters under the exclusive control
of the Superintendent, will be serverely felt by the whole pop-
ulation. The construction of the (Wincnaster and Potomac)
Railroad through the public land at " this time is a promlnent
cause of the accumulation of filth and rubbish & more than
ordinary care should be Hestowed on matters of internal police.
A great number of the dwelling houses along the (U S, Potomac
Canal) raceway are mere piles of rotten wood and should be replaced
with clean brick structures.se«s
%2. Rust to Bomford, February 20, 1835, Reel 12, v. 2, p. 103.
3. R. 17, v. 4,p. 28l.

33. Re 20, v. 6, p. 582-593.
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An estimate is being prepared for the service of the year
1836 and I fully concur with the Acting Supt. on the necessity
for the several items which follow, viz: -

10 new Dwelling houses - in place of ten old OneS—, .. 734
The special estimate for 1836 submitted to ConCGress accordingly
included the following item: #E. For the erection of 10 new

dwelling house for the accommodation of the workman @§l,200---$12,000,%3°
The justification for this request reads:

#5 . The erection of 10 Additional dwelling Houses for the
accommodation of the workmen and their families at this Armory
is considered indispensable, a number of those now occupied by
them, being from their ruinous and dilapidated condition very
uncomfortable and unhealthy, and not worthy of repairs, many
of these having been built of wood more than thirty years ago.
The greatest part of these old buildings are situated on the
Bank of the Potomac, and the site is over flown by every heavy
rain. Their lower parts partly underground are in consequence
kept damp and unhealthy during the whole year, and this is

_ considered to be one of the principal causes of the sickness of
that establishment.”36

In the meantime, however, on September 16, 1835, Master
Armorer Benjamin Moore, then Acting Superintendent, informed
Col. George Bomford of the Ordnance Department:

#ihen I had last the pleasure of seeing you in Washington
City, the condition of the public dwelling houses at this Armmory
was the subject of a conversation between us. The condition of
nany of them is such, that their immediate repair is almost
indispensible. There are several, which to render them even
tenantable require new roofs, and other repairs. The expense
of which willprobably be about three hundred and Fifty dollars,
which sum I suggest, that permission be given, to expend for the
objects above stated.#37

34, National Archives R. G. 156, Ordnance Office Special File Box no. 28
Reported dated July 25, 1835, H.F. Photostatic Collection, ¥.l, p. 50=51

35. Re 20, v. 6 p. 598,

36. Re. 20, v. B, p. 600,

37. R. 12, v. 1, p. 67.
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On September 28, 1835, Col. Bomford wrote to Secretary of
War Lewis Cass on this subject, stating:

#ipplication has been made, Benj. Moore Esq. Acting Super-
intendent at Harpers Ferry Ammory for authority to expend about
three hundred and fifty dollars in repairing the public dwelling
houses at that place. The condition of many of them, he says
is such that their immediate repair is almost indespensable.

As there is no particular appropriation or fund for these repairs,
I would take the liberty to suggest the propriety of paying the
expense out of the money arising from therents of those houses
for the present quarter, which will be due on the first of next
month, and willamount to about eight hundred dollars, which is
resvectfully submitted for your consideration and decision,.”38

Permission for this expenditure was apparently granted as the
#Statment of mbney expended through the Ordnance Department in the
&ear 18355 at Harpers Ferry Armory includes $982.59 spent i?or
erecting dwelling houses.”3°

The Special Estimate for 1836, with the request for 10
additional dwelling houses at a total cost of $12,000, was

approved by Congress on July 2, 1836.40 Because of the late

date of the Appropriation and the large number of other improvements

Tie Conrs Frue fion
also to be made, of the new houses was not started in 1836.

Thus the ”Statement of operations of the Armory at Harper’s

Ferry during the year 1836”7, does not list any expenditures

under the heading of amounts spent forthe erection of dwelling

houses.41

38. Rl 19' v' 13' p' 1313I

39, R. 17, v. 4, p. 299.

80. R. 20, v. 6, p. 605. Also Col. Bomford to Supt. Rust, July 6,
1836, pp. 1057-1058.

41, R. 17, ve 4, p. 302.
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In June 1836, Lt. Col. Talcott again inspected the Harpers
Ferry Armory, and commented: #The general aspect of the Armory,
(its police aﬁd internal affairs) is much the same as last year,
affording room for great improvement.”42 In July 1836 Lt. Col.
Talcott made a second inspection of the Armory and reported to
Col. Bomford of the Ordn§3ce Department on July 9, 1836:

#] have the honor to report a partial Inspection of the
operations at Harpers Ferry Armory. The principal object in
view was to make provision for the construction of various
buildings required at that p2ace and for which the necessary
funds have been appropriated by Congress. The lateness of the
season renders it very difficult to provide materials in time
to complete the small buildings this year and the larger ones
cannot be commenced till the spring of 1837. Taking into view
the course pursue for years past and the results, at that place,
I would urge in the strongest manner, the employment of some
person as a kind of Master Builder, to supervise the erection
" of all buildangs authorised to be constructed. He should be a
good mechanic and able to direct the operations of others.
Three dollars per day would be a fair priee for such services
and I have no doubt a suitable man can be found for such wages...”

43

On November 3, 1836, after a third inspection of the Amory,
Lt. Col. Talcott advised Superintendent Rust:

#,..T would therefore urge you to make all the purchases
in your power at onee, and put up the Coal House, Forge, the
Mill shop at the Rifle Works, repair the Canal and sink the
well, also make contracts for the dwelling houses if practicable
and the Storezhouse for scraps and condemned parts...”44

In June 1837, Lt. Col. Talcott again inspected the Armory,
Commentings:

#The change in the Superintendence of this Amory (caused by
the resignation of Gen’rl Rust and the appointment of Col. Lucas)
(these Superintendents, in spite of their #military titles”,
were all actually civilian employes of the GOVernmenfj together

42, Photostatic Collection, V. 1, p. S6-report dated June 25, 1836.
43, Ibid., V. 1, p. 58,
44, Ibid., V. 1, pe €5,
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ST with the very large amount of money applicable to the improvement
of the establishment, being in fact the appropriations for the
years 1836 & 1837 and amounting to more than one hundred thirty
thousand-dollars; induced me to visit this place as early in the
season as my other duties would permit. Although it is but
seven months since the Armory was last inspected, yet from the
very indifferent state in which its affairs were then situated
an Inspection appeared highly desirable.... and most of the period
was devoted to the outdoor affairs of locating buildings and
aiding the Superintendent in all the various plans for additional
buildings and improvements. These have beennearly all definitively
adjusted, and will progress rapidly. Those at the Rifle works
will shortly be completed and the untiring industry of the
Superintendent affords ground for the belief that all the interests
committed to his charge will receive that attention which their
importance demandsSaes S

A careful search of all Ordnance Department records for the

period 1836 through 1838 has failed to turn up any other planms,
contractsor correspondence relating to the construction of the

10 new dwelling houses. Based on the evidence presented above,
the reasons for this lack of evidence in regards to the dwelling
houses appear to be as follows:

1. Construction of the dwelling houses was certainly not started in 1836.
9. Lt. Col. Talcott in July 1837, went over the ground at the
Armory picking out the sites for each building and approving the
proposed plans for each building at Harpers Ferry, thus accounting
for the lack of correspondence and plans that would have otherwise
have been on file in the Ordnance Department.

3. The failure to locéte any contracts for the construction of
the dwelling houses, such as entered into in July 1883, suggests
that perhaps a “Master Builder, as recormended by Lt. Col. Talcott
in November 1836, was actually employed in 1837, No documentary
evidence has been found to either prove or disprove the theory

45, Photostatic Collection Volume 1, . 72, Report dated June 25, 1837.
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¢ that a Master Builder was engaged in 1837; but it is certain

“ that such a man, James Bateman-#Master Carpenter &C,” and fourteen
other Carpenters are listed on the Armory payroll of December |
31, 184l?sk These positions could have well been established in 1837.

Based on these considerations, I believe that the 10 dwelling

houses for which the money was appropriated in 1836, were constructed
in 1837—1838, They were probably erected by the Armory Master
Builder and his force of workmen. Nothing further, however, is
khown of the location of these buildings, or of their size and of

what they were constructeq;as to the last, however, they were

probably built of brick.
Construction of dwelling houses by the Government from 1830
" to 1847 together with expenditures for construction, additions and

repairs, may be summarized as follows:
Actual listed

Year Amount No. of Houses How erected Expenditures for
Appropriated Appropriated Erected repairs, additions

1830 $10,000 for 10 houses 0 0 ' % 249.48%

1831 0 5 By contract 4,338.16%

1832 o 1 By Ammory 3,714.38

1833 8,600 for 12 houses g By contract 10,011.78

1834 0 4(7? By contract 4,020,833

1885 0 C 982.59

1836 12,000 for 10 houses s G

1837 8 10 By Armory 1%, 000.00(?)
$30.600 for 32 houses 28 $34,316.73

The appropriation of 1830 was apparently diverted in part, to
the amount of $1,114.81% in 1830 and of $3,436.10 in 1831, or a total
of $4,550.91%, to purchase 29 claims of workmen for improvements made

45% Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 16, employee numbers 265 to 279.
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on government dwelling houses, instead of constructing 5 new dwelling
houses, éms%eadw&fﬂconstructiﬁg”ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ’ﬁﬁétfﬁﬂ;ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ?(see pages

34 and 35 of tﬁis report). Included in the 29 claims were apparently
five houses erected by private individuals, thus meeting the
requirement for a total of 10 new houses.

The general method of erecting dwelling houses for the Armory
workmen by the Govermment from 1830 to 1836, was for the Superintendent
of the Ammory fo prepare the plans and specifications for the
buildings desired, and after submitting them for the approval of the
Ordnance Department and Secretary of War, then to contract out the
actual construction. In 1837, however, it is probable that the
_ Armory employed for the first‘time a #Master Builder” to erect

these buildings.
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CHAPTER VII

CONSTRUCTION, REPAIRS,fAND ADDITIONS TO GOVERNMENT DWELLING

HOUSES, 1837 to 1861

From 1837 to 1841 the Ordnance Department neither requested
no¥ received from Congress any appropriations for the construction
of new dwelling houses for the Armory workmen.

On Septe@ber 17, 1839 Superintendent Edward Lucas, of the
Harpers Ferry Armory, informed Col. George Talcott of the Ordnance
‘Department:

#The ord. Regulations litterally (sic) construed would seem

to require that no repairs or additions whatever be made without

_ plans or estimates being previously submitted to & approved by the
Honble Secy of War. This I presume, however, was not intended to
embrace all the numerous & unavoidable cases at this Ammory, where

we have over three hundred houses to keep in repair-many of which
are scar&ly worth it & yet cannot be done without....

I take it for granted therefore that this Regl. has been
virtually complied with by me - yet I deen it proper at this time to
ask the Dept to authorize & sanction the general & necessary repairs
which are almost indespensably necessary, without requiring a specific
estimate & plan for each case.

There are several of the One & half story brick houses upon
Shenandoah Street which require roofing & as +the foundations are
good & the expense of adding some three or four feet would not add
much to the expense, while the room that would be gained would be
considerable.

#here are several houses without chimmies (sic) which ought
to be built, before cold weather sets ines.

1. Estimates & Appropriations for 1837, Reel 20, v. 6, pp. 606-613,
614. For 1838: Reel 20, v. 6 po. 615-620, p. 621; for 1839
R. 20. v.6, p. 622-626. For 1840, R. 20 v. &, p. 627~630.
For 1841, R. 20, v. 6, p. 631-635.
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The rents have been raised within the last two years with a
view of enabling me to add to the comforts & conviences of the
workmen, which has been done by making necessary repairs, alterations
& additions to their houses. The correctness of these statements
come within the knowledge of the Dept. and I must look to it to bear
me out, if it be necessary.”

Lt. Col. George Talcotf replied on September 21, 1839, writing:s

4,..s In reply to your letter of the 17th, I can only state that
small matters of daily occurrence, in the way of repairs, to the
public buildings & machinery are not considered as embraced by the
Ord. Regulations. ' ‘

New Struc%ures, extensive or expensive alterations & old
buildings and any unusual or large expenditure, not previously
sanctioned, should be submitted to the Secretary of War.

The approﬁriation of money for a particular object, that has
been embraced in the annual, or other estimate is usually considered
sufficient authority for the expenditure of the mondy upon that
object, - but when large sums are asked for in estimates, and only
a portion of the amount is appropriated, certain specific items
are stricken out & the money in that case should be applied only to
‘the purposes meritioned in the items retained.

A little reflection will always enable you to decide how to
act in the different cases as they come up.”

On February 6, 1841, Superintendent Lucas again raised the
question of improvements for the workmen’s benefit, writing Ceol.
Bomford on the subject:

bArmorers applications have been recenitly made to me to build
Smoke Houses for the accommodation of the workmen - and as the time

for hanging up meat to smoke has rearly arrived, it will be necessary
to put them up immediately or they cannot be used this Spring.

There is a great scarcity of them here, and many of the citizens
areunder the necessity of smoking their meat in their garretts,
which injures the houses, as well as endangers the public proberty,
which might be burnt down.

2. Reel 12, v. 6, pp. 592-593.
3. Reel 16, ve 1, p. 122,

- 75 -



#T7+ sometimes happens that meat has not been well cured or
spoiled for want of smoke houses. I have ascertained that a good
weatherboarded inch plank & cyprus roof, nine feet square, which
might, if necessary accommodate two families, can be built for
178 to 20$ - a bill for which is herewith sent.

I would therefore respectfully recommend that authority be
given me by the Ord. dept. to put up ten or fifteen of these Smoke
Houses immediately.

Bill for building Smoke House, made out by John Hyatt & Jesse
Bateman (Latter, “Master Carpenter)

315 feet inch weatherboarding at 75 ctS.sses..2.36%

315 framing at 75 CtSasssesel.36%
126 feet rafters @50CtSsssnanenns 2565
12 Squares Cyprus Shingling 225 C cecessesea2.8l
1 Balton Door 1.00
Iron & collar beams &c. for =88
9.98

Will do the wokk for nine dpliars & the stuff will not amount
to more than eight or ten.”4

Col. Bomford replied on February 9, 1841, stating:

#Your letter of the 6th inst... is received. With every
disposition to accommodate all necessary wants of the workmen,
the present state of the finances will oblige the Depariment to
suspendeny action on that subject at present, and the matter will
therefore have to lay over for consideration when funds are
available for such purposes.”5

Superintendent Lucas, however, soon renewed his request to
erect smoke houses, and make other repairs, writing:

#_ . These accommodation are very much needed by the workmen,
& repairs are required to-preserve the properiy, & fencing necessary
to the enjoyment & the use of the grounds. We should not, of course,
expect to go far beyond the rents accuring upon the houses &
lotseae”

Col. Bomford replied on March 31, 1841 ordering Mr. Lucas:

#Tn reply to your letter of the 2Sth inst, you are instructed
to make no repairs or additions to dwelling house at the armory,
except such as are absolutely necessary for their preservation,
until the Inspector of Armories shall have visited the establishment

4, Reel 12, v. 9, p. 882-883.
S« R. 19, v. 1, p. 33.
6. R. 12, v. 10, p. 909, March 29, 184l.
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and reported as to the objects to which the fund for repairs
should be applied.”’ :

Superintendent Lucas resigned in 1841 and was replaced by
Major H. K. Craig, the first of the military superintendents of
the Harpers Ferry Ammory. Col. Bomford informed Major Craig on
November 23, 1841:

#0On the subject of the arrangements for secmring the rents
and use of the dwelling houses at the Armory, you will be pleased to
consult with Lt. Col. Talcott, who will visit the Ammory in the
course of a short time, for the purpose of examining into many
details of the management of the establishment and arranging plans
for improvement. #8

In February 1842 a Board of Officers conducted & special

inspection and investigation of the Harpers Ferry Ammory; in

respect to question of housing for Armoyy employees, they commented:

#(DWELLING HOUSES)

#Most of the Officers and Amorers (Ebme 398 men by the
payroll) lives in houses owned by the Government - The officers of
the Armory having their houses rent free, or when they are not
furnished with Public Houses, receiving a commutation of $60.
per annum; the workmen who occupy Public Houses, pay:reats averaging
from $60 to 5 per annum, according to the condition of house.

#Many of these houses are scarcly habitable,mamy are not of
repair, and few of them possess those conveniences of arrangement so
essential to the comfort and even health of the occupants.

#The Board would therefore recommend that a portion of the
rents received be applied to the erection of one or two dwelling
Houses annually, the cost of these with the repairs of the others
not to exceed the amount of rent received that year. These new
buildings to be of a uniform plan, approved by the Secretary of War.

For domestic purposes, as well as for the prevention of damage
by fire, there is a great want of water. In a very scattered

7. Rs 19, v.l, p. 43.
8. R. 19, v. 1, p. 78.
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population of nearly 2000 inhabitants, there are not more than 7

‘ or 8 source, whence water for domestic purposes is to be obtained.
g It is therefore recommended that strong efforts be made to enlarge

i the supply, and distribute it more equally, than is now done...”

In the estimates and appropriations for the years 1842 and
from January 1, 1843 to 30 June 1844 (when the change to the new
and presently used fiscal year occurred), however, the Ordnance
Department neither requested nor received money for the construction
of dwelling héuses.lo In the 1843-1844 period, howevezjiS,OOO was

requestedand received #for the repairs of buildings”...”such...as

cannot be properly charged to the general fund, 11

In the fiscal year July 1} 1844 to June 30; 1845, $3,500 was
! requested and probably received for the repairs of the public
- buildings.l2

As individual research reports will probably be prepared for

E RS

for the few dwelling houses Eﬁ:ﬁé;éfécted by the Government at
the Harpers Ferry Armory from 1845 to 1861, we shall, therefore,
only briefly outline this construction in this report. In general,

it can be said that no more dwelling houses were erected for the

average Armory employee after the 1837-38 conmstruction. New

construction from 1845 to 1861 was thus strictly limited to the

9., National Archive R. G. 156, Ordnance Office, Special File Box No. 28,
Report dated February 25, 1842; H.F. Photostatic Collection, V.2,p.79-80.

10. R. 20, V.6, p« 636-639; 640-€45.

11. R. 20, v. 6, p. 643-644-645.

12. Reel 20, v.7, p. 648, p. 649. A total of $17,000 was requested for
permanent improvements at Harpers Ferry and a total of $12,000 granted
by Congress, the appropriation not being broken down for specific
purposes in the records of the Orcdnance Department.
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erection of a small number of fine houses for the top officers and
clerks of the Armory. Thusiéhe 1845-1846/ fiscal year the money
was appropriatéd to erect the Quarters of fhe Commanding Officer
or Superintendent of the Armory, which was built on Camp Hill on
what is now the site of Anthony Hall, Storer College (See Preliminary
Historical Base Map - Bldg. No. 25, Stoere College on Camp Hill).t3

In the 1846-1847 fiscal year further funds were appropriated
to complete the construction of the Commanding Officer’s Quarters
and additional money was granted to erect the Pay Master & Military
Store Kegper’s Quarters on Camp Hill, this latter building is now
¥nown as the #Lockwood House (See Preliminary Historical Base Map-
) Bldg. No. 32- Storer College, Camp Hil;. Bldg. No. 32 was erected
on the former site of Captain John H. Hall’s residence).14

The final construction of new Government Dwelling Houses
occurred in 1857-58 as a result of funds received from the 1852
sales of Government Lots at Harpers Ferry being applied to this
purpose. Eighteen thousand dallars from this source was spent in
erecting the Master Armorer’s new quarters, present Bldg. No. 36
on Shenandoah Street, and two residences for Chief Clerks on Camp
Hill ( See Preliminary Historical Base iap, Bldgs. No. 30 and 31
on Storer College, Camp Hill, - both structures are still standing).t°
13. Reel 20, v. 7, P 652,653,

14. R. 20, v. 7, p. 657,658,659,
15. R. 20, ve 7, pP. 721,
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Seven other dwelling houses, all erected by private individuals
on privately owned land, were obtained in 1847 and 1848‘by the
Government purchase of Wager Lots 18 to 33 inclusive, and these
buildings were henceforth used asvhousing for Armory employees,l6

All Construction on worker’s dwellings houses from 1837 to 1861 was
thus limited to additions and repairs. In the Annual Report of
Operations of the Harpers Ferry Armory for the year July 1, 1845
to 3Cth Junetl846, Major John Symington, Superintendent of the
Armory therefore, reported:

#13th- E*tensive repairsééére madé]to the Dwelling Houses and
Lots occupied byrthe mechanics employed in the Armory, including
the erection of one brick 2 story kitchen, 18 by 18 feet covered

with slate, and three others of wood on stone foundations; also
1500 panels of board fencing.”l7

On August 11, 1848 Major Symington revealed the normal'process
of effecting such repairsywriting to the Ordnance Departmen%/
as follows:

# . ,«The repairs to the Government dwellings are made from
time to time as they are needed and generally after an inspection
has been kade by the Master Carpenter to judge of the urgency of
the case., The office books show an expenditure on this account
since I have been in command of $7200. For the last few
months the repairs have been for urgent cases only, ®%e in the
expectation that scon the Govermment might determine to sell out
such portion of the public lands at this place as was not necessary
for the purposes of the Armory. UWhere additions are made to
dwellings so as to change their class, or having repairs or cisterns
have been constructed, a small addition has been made to the rent.
This is the only augmentation, with perhaps a few cases where
changes were made from a fraction to a round sum, that I know of

16, National Archives, R. G. 153-Judge Advocate General, Abandoned
Military Reservation File No. 34, List of Houses 1850,
Photostatic Collection Map Case, Drawer No. 4. Also Estimates
& Appropriation, 1846-47, R. 20, v. 7, p. 657,658,659,

17. R. 20, v,1, p. 1l4.
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in the rent. In many cases the cost of the repairs made have been
three to four times the sum of the annual rents.

The rents charged to the operatives are here among disinterested
persons acknowledged to be low, largely below the rents charged
generally for private dwellings in the neighborhood, as may be
inferred from the fact that the operatives who occupy private
dwellings (which were located on the Wager Six Acre Reservation and
Ferry Lot) are closely on the watch for a chance to get a Government
Onee e 18 '

A careful check of the estimates and appropriations for the
period 1848 to 1861 reveals that the following sums were requested
and generally received for the maintenance of Government dwelling

houses:

Tn 1850-1851 fiscal year: #ll-Repairs of public buildings and
all other objects heretofore paid from moneyreceived for rents
of dwelling houses, including arcarages on this account for the
fiscal year 1849-50....10,880.,#19

The justification for this request stated:

#By the Act of 3d March 1849 (Phamphlet Laws, p. 105) all
moneys received for rent of the public buildings have to be paid
directly into the Treasury, from the lst July 1849, Consequently,
for the necessary repairs &c. to be made, during the present and
next fiscal years no funds will be available. This itemis only for -
a re-appropriation of the rents turned into the Treasury instead
of being credited, as heretofore, to the appropriation for repairs
at the Armory.”zO

The requested sum was granted by Congress.2l

In the 1851-52 fiscal year $3,500 was requested and received
for repairs and preservation of public building§22 In the 1852-1853
fiscal year 52,300 was requested and received for this purpose .23

18. R. 23, v. 10, p. 983-984.

19. R. 20, v. 7, p. 685,

20. Ro. 20, v. 7, p. 687,

21. R. 20, v. 7, p. 630,

22. R. 20, ve 7, Do 697,2?7}

23. R. 20, v. 7, p. 698,700, 702.
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In the 1853-54 fiscal year §¢,002%4 and in the 1854-55 fiscal
vear $1,700 were received for these objects.25

This decline in the amount of funds requested for thié purposes,
which occurréd after 1852, was undoubtedly due to the sale of 54
Government Dwelling Houses to Armory workers that took place in
September of 1852; said sale thus reducing the number of Government
Dwelling Housgs that remained to be maintained. From 1845 to 1854
a large numbe£ of substanfﬁéiiGovernment Uyelling houses were

demolished, again reducing the cost of maintenance. These questions

will be further considered and documented in the next chapter,

In swmmary, then, it appears that no further new dwelling
houses were erected by the Government in the period 1837 to 1861 for
the use of Armory workmen. The five new Government houses that were
erected in the period of 1837 to 1861, were designed solely for the
use of the Chief Officers of the Armory. Additions and repairs,
however, were made by the Government to employees’ houses located on
the Government land from 1837 to 1861. The sale of 1852, by which
Armory employees, for the first time since 1796, were given ang
opportunity of purchasing Govermment Lots and houses at a reasonable
price, greatly reduced the need for Government housing at Harpers Ferr&
and also reduced the number of such houses that had to bémaintained

at Goverrnment expense from 1852 to 1861.

24, R. 20, v. 7, po 705, 706,
5. R« 20, v. 7, pe 709,710,
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CHAPTER VIII

- SOLUTION OF THE HOUSING PROBLEM AT HARPERS FERRY,
TOWN PLANNING, AND GOVERNMENT SALE OF HOUSE AND LOTS
1846 -~ 1856

Credit for the solution of the housing problem at Harpers Fer-
ry can be attributed to Major John Symington, the second of the
military Sgperintendents of the Armory. On January 14, 1846, Ma-
jor Symington wrote to Lt. Col. George Talcott of the Ordnance
Department::

#T Jearn with much regret that the item of $12,000 in my Es-
timate for the Armory for the construction of dwelling houses for
the mechanics employed, has not been included in the “Army Bill"
reported this session by the Chairman of the Com. on Way & Means.

oThe want of suitable accommodations for our workmen and the
consequences so seriously felt upon the operations of this Estab-
lishment, from that cause, have been brought to your notice at dif-
ferent times. There are now upwards of thirty applications for
houses, and we have lost many good workmen, who were invited from
a distance, from the inability to supply them with quarters, others
again are deterred from coming on that account. As this measure
however does not seem to obtain favor, I will suggest another means
for helping us out of this difficulty, and which I am inclined to
think will eventually operate to the advantage of this establish~
ment, and greatly so to the operative employed in and about the
Armory.

I would propose the sale of a part of the public grounds,
say that portion on Shenandoah River and street from the Master
Brmorers quarters (present Bldg. No. 34-3%) up as far as it con-
nects with the private property on the island (of Virginius) re-
serving from sale the square or lot now enclosed for wood & lum—
ber vard and stabling. In the hands of private individuals this
ground would soon be built up with dwellings and suitable stores
and shops &c. for mechanics of various crafts who cannot now pos-
sibly get a spot on which te exercise their calling; and in a year
or two it would be reasonable to say, that a flourishing town;
under wholesome municipal regulations would spring up where now
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”is wanting everything to make a residence desirable.

#The ownership of all the ground in the vicinity of Harpers
Ferry (except a small patch at the end of the Potomac Bridge) QG.g.
the Wager Ferry Lot and Six Acre Reservation, together totaling
six and three-fourth’s acreg) being in the U, States, is an insu-
perable bar to the growth and improvement of the place as a town
and yet from the locality, there are fine peints in this section
that offer the same advantages for trade and business generally.

#To the U. States the growth and prosperity of the place
would be advantageous, as affording a means at hand of procuring
mechanical:labor or certain supplies which have to be bought for
at a distance. But a still greater advantage would result to the
workmen employed in the Armory and their families. Many would
no doubt become owners of property who are now only tenants at will
on the public ground and consequently have no fixed house or in-
terest in the place, and all .could look to other sources for em-
ployment for their sons than this Armory, now the only chance.
And in case of a suspension of labor in the shops or a partial
discharge of hands they could have the means of employment to a
certain extent in various ways, and not be left idle to consume
what little they may have laid by. Much more may be said in fa-
vor of scme arrangement of this sort, but I submit the foregoing
for consideration. It may be well however to remark that the por-
tion of the public grounds here alluded to will not at any future
time be needed for the purposes of the Armory - sufficient will
be reserved near the site of the present Arsenal or store house
to erect other store houses when required.” 1

Here, in brief, the?’is the first presentation of the idea
of permitting Armory Employees to purchase their own lots from

selected Government land.

1. Feel 23, V.7, p.627-629.



There the subject lay for a year and a half, when Major Sy-
- mington returned to the attack. On July 15, 1847, he presented
the idea to Lt. Col. Talcott, writing:

#7 transmit herewith, an Estimate of Funds for the fiscal year
ending 30 June 1849, required for the erection and repair of work-
sheps, Machinery &c. and for other permanent improvements at this
Armory.

In submitting this Estimate, and in connextion with the af-
fairs of the Armory requiring appropriations to be made, I must
bring to your notice the condition of the dwelling houses at this
place owned by the Government and occupied by the Officers and
mechanics and others connected with the Armory. These houses,
now comprising about nine tenths of the buildings (exclusive of
the Government workshops& storehouses) included in the Town of
Harper’s Ferry, were for the most part build upwards of 25 years
ago, and generally o such indifferent materials, that notwith-
standing the constant repairs made to them, many of them are now
utterly irrepairable.

This with the impossibility of procuring other quarters, (The
private property (the Wager Six Acre Reservation and Ferry Lof)
being closely built up and occupied) is so serious a drawback to
the operations of the Armory, that measures must be taken without
delay, to apply a remedy.

Ifrit is the policy of the Government to provide houses on
the public land, for the accommodation of the workmen in the Ar—
mory, an appropriation for that object shculd be made as early as
practicable, and the necessary amount included in the present Es-
timate; but if that cannot ke effected, or there is any doubt a-
bout it, as Imay infer from the fact of an item for this object
being thrown out of my Estimate two years back, some other means
mist be devised, and I therefore suggest this, - to abandon the
system of Government tenantry, which has thus far been a losing
business, besides being productive of strife and trouble,
and expensive suits at law, and all such ills, and to sell out
such portions of the public lands at this place, that cannot pos-
sibly be needed for Government uses.

Such sales would include the greater part, nearly all in fact
of the dwelling houses, and a large number.of unoccupied good buil-
ding lots, that would be gladly taken by many who desire a perman-~
ent home in the place of their birth, among their kindred, and
for their children.

I cannot doubt, indeed I feel assured, that such an arrange-
ment if carried out, would very scon give a greatly increased and
thrifty population to the Town, which could then have wholesome
rmunicipal & other regulaticns enacted and enforced, now sadly needed.
We should have toc, a means of selecting, if it might ke necessary
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7q0o0d workmen, without having, as is now the case to resort to dis-
tant points to obtain them.

Reservations of suitable buildings should be made for the ac— .
cormodation of the permanent officers of the Armory, and provision
made to accommodate them better than they generally have been here-
tofore.

Sales may be made from time to time, after due public notice
here and abroad, care being taken to appoint such times for the
sale, and to offer such number of lots each time, as may be deemed
best for the Government interest, and the proceeds applied exclu-
sively or as much as may be necessary to the erection &c repair
of workshops and other improvements duly approved, that may be
needed to put the Armory generally and keep it in good condition.”

Superintendent Symington received no reply to this suggestion.
He therefore raised the issue for a third time on April 10, 1848,
when he wrote Col. Talcott:

# .1 make this request now from the fact that some determina-
tion must speedily be come to as a great part of the dwelling houses
occupied by the Armory workmen are in such ruinous condition that
I have ceased to waste money upon them by attempting repairs.

More than two years back it may be recollected that I included
in the Armory annual estimate an item for the constructicn of ad-
ditional dwelling houses, which item was stricken out in your Of-
fice. Since that time, however, I have been brought to conclude
that it will not be for the interest of the Government in any as-
pect to continue this renting system to the Armory workmen. Though
necessary in the early stages of the Armory operations it is no
longer so, the population of the town and neighborhood is increasing
very rapidly and the resources of this and the surrounding country
have been so developed that the only drawback to the commencement
of rapid improvement, is the ownership by the U. States of nearly
the whole of the grounds at this point.

Whilst Hble. Senator Mason was here at various times within
the last few months, this matter was frequently the subject of
conversation, and He I think is fully persuaded that a sale of the
Government lands here would be advantageous not only to the Govern-
ment by enabling to free itself of this Renting system (a source
of trouble and usurpation to say nothing of loss to the U. States,)
but to the neighboring counties and the State of Virginia. He will
I have no doubt have communication with you regarding this.”

2. Reel 23, V.10, pp.924-926,
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#In the event of the sale being recommended to Congress it
will be proper to provide for a Board of Competant Officers to
examine and determine what portion should be reserved for the per—
manent use -of the Government for Armory purposes, and that part
to be sold should be carefully surveyed and laid off in streets
and lots,

The proceeds of sale from time to time should in my view of the
case be applied to improvements duly authorised by proper author-
ity at the Armory.” 3

This time, perhaps impressed by the mention of a Senator’s
name, Chief of Ordnance Talcott replied, writing:

# . .The subject demands great consideration and being such
an entire departure from the system so long pursued, the Secretary
of War must have leisure to take it up in a more deliberate manner
than can be done at this time.

With full concurrence as recards the evils you experience,

I am not ready to agree with you:as to the remedy proposed. I do
not say that it is not a suitable remedy-but enquire-whether it is
the best that can be adopted.... The subject will not be lost
sight of and when the very pressing demands upon the time of the
Secretary, will admit of his taking it in hand- I shall place it
before him.” 4

On December 19, 1848, Major Symington presented a summary of
his views on the need for the sale of GCovernment houses and lots
to the workmen to the Ordnance Departm.en‘i:.5 At the end of the same
month the newspaper reported that a resolution had been introduced
in Congress proposing an inquiry “into the expediency of selling
so much of the public land at Harpers Ferry as may not be needed
for use of the A_rmory."6

3. Symington to Talcott, April 10, 1848, Reel 23, V.10, pp.920-922.

4, Col. Talcott to Symington, April 12, 1848, Reel 18, V.4, pp.33l-
332,

5., Major Symington to Crdnance Department, December 19, 1848,
Reel 23, V.11, pp.1088-1089.

6., Virginia Free Press, December 28, 1848, p.2, c.4.
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In the spring of 1849, Lt. Col. Henry X. Craig inspected the
Harper’s Pgrry Armory and was converted to Major Symihgton's pro—
posed solution of the housing problem. On May 8, 1848, Captain
William Maynadier, of the Ordnance Department, thus informed Super-
intendent Symington that Col. Craig’s report included the follow-
ing recommendation:

# .. The proposition, heretofore made by you, to dispose of
a large portion of the public land at Harper’s Ferry with the buil-
dings thereon, is discussed in the report, and the measure is rec-
ommended as one that would conduce greatly to the interest of the
Armory. The authority of an Act of Congress will be requisite
to carry this proposition into effect; and it will be well for you
to renew it at the proper time....” 7

Major Symington, following this advice, renewed his arguments
on August 2, 1849; in his remarks accompanying the estimate of
funds for the year ending 30 June, 1851, he stated:

7In connexion with this, I present a subject requiring immediate
considerations, and ore that I have at different times remarked
upon, especially in the Report to your Office under Date of July
15, 1847. .

It is the sale of such of the Government property, including
the dwelling houses, as will not, or cannot in all time be required
for the uses of the Armory. ‘

The dwelling houses are now many of them in a greatly dilapi-
dated condition, some almost uninhakitable, and on account of the
materials used in their construction: they are not capable of re-
pair; but I have made no Extimate for a renewal of them, because |
the system of Government tenantry, although necessary at the time
of the Armory was established, is now in my opinion from the change
of circumstances, injudicious and faulty.

The interest of the money expended in erecting them, or their
purchase, has never been paid, and the collection of Rent is fre-
quently attended with strife, ill will, and often expensive law
suits.

The interest of the Town itself, also calls for this measure;
since the development of its great natural resources, has been be-
cun by private enterprise, the necessity for building sites for”

7. Reel 19, V.4, p.383.
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mgwellings, has led to the sale and settlement of lands contiguous to the
town; but remote from the place of business and inconvenient to it (Bouth
and North Bolivar), and I feel assured, the sale of these lots, by in-
viting persons of consideration and standing to expend their capital here,
would soon lead to the establishement of a large loving & abiding commun~
ity, by which the interests of the Government will also be advanced.

At the present time there is a population of several thousands
who are without any runicipal government whatever, and whilst the United
States hold the property, an Act of Incorporation (to form a Town Govern-
menf) cannot well be passed, as the question of Jurisdiction, which of
right is in the United States (see Con. U.S. Art. 1, Sec. 8, Clause 16,
and Art. VI, Clause 2-also Act of Congress Approved 2 Ap. 1794, and Act
of Gen. Assembly of Virginia, passed Nov. 28, 1794, authorizing the pur-
chase by the U. States of 640 acres of land, for the purpose of erecting
a Magazine & Arsenal thereon”) but which has never been exercised, would
then have to come up and be adjusted.

Nor is this at all .undesirable, for at present, the position
of officers is an anomalous one, which it would be vastly preferable to
have clearly and definitely arranged.

In view of these circumstances, I would urge that this measure
recommanded be entertained, as I am convinced, the more it is examined,
the greater will appear its advantages.” 8

No action was taken however and here the matter again lay until

January, 1851, when Superintendent Symington twice that month repeated the
9
need for the adoption of his plan. On February 21, 1851, Major John

Symington informed Brigadier General George Talcott, Chief of Ordnance:

7T have the honor in pursuance of the suggestion of the Honble Secty.
of War, to submit the following report on the present condition of the
Government land at this place, and the reasons why a change in its manage-
ment is necessary.

The Government owns over three hundred acres, covering the whole
space between the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers, except a small portion of
about Six Acres lying immediately at the point of confluence (the Wager
Six Acre Reservation and Ferry Lol). A large portion of this land is so
situated, as to be entirely useless for the purposes of the Armory, al-
though well adapted for dwellings &c. The necessity, in the early days
of this establishment, of providing houses for persons emploved in the

_Ermory, led to a system of granting permits to individuals to build for”

8. Symington to Ordnance Department, Bugust 2, 1849, Reel 24, V.5, pp.41l7-
418,

g, Symington to Talcott, Chiéf of Ordnance, January 21, 1851, Reel 24,
V.5, p.418; Symington to Talcott, January 30, 1851, Reel 26, V.2, pp.128-130.
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#themselves, and the impossibility of purchasing sites, caused leases
to be granted for churches, school houses, &c., in all cases selections
were made of sites, without regard to plan or order. The result is an
irregular town with crocked and narrow lanes, rather than streets, and
buildings mostly of a wretched character, badly planned and badly built.

The system of granting permits for dwelling sites, has long since
been abandoned and the improvements purchased by Government, consequently
persons desiring homes of their own, are compelled to build at a distance
from the works, subjecting them to additional labor in reaching these.

It is therefore extremely desirable that such portions of the public
land at this place, as are not wanted for Government purposes, sheculd be
opened for sale to individuals, particularly as the present dwellings,
from their wretched construction, are rapidly becoming too bad to repar,
thereby compelling a still greater number to see< houses at a distance.

‘I would therefore respectfully ask for authority to have a town plaﬁ
laid out, which, accepting the present position of streets, &c, as far as
will be consistent with the convenience and healthfuliness of the future
town, shall straighten and widen the streets as much as the natural con-
formation of the 'hills will permit, and giving to the building lots or
blocks such dimensions as will be found most suitable. Any future lease
for church or school purposes may be required to conform to this plan.” 10

The project first suggested by Symington in 1846 was thus finally
being seriously considered and progress was being made on several fronts.
In September, 1850, a petition was introduced in the General Assembly of
Virginia for an act to inc§rporate Harpers Ferry as a town, thus permit-
ting the establishment of a town governmigt.ll The Act incorporating

Harpers Ferry was passed in March, 1851. The first election for a

Mayor, Recorder and Councilmen of the new Town Government was held in
13

May, 1851, and Mr.‘jeremiah Fuss, a Master Builder, was elected as the
14 '

first Mayor of Harpers Ferry. The first By-Laws and Ordnances of the

10. Reel 24, V.4, pp.321-323.

11. Viroinia Free Press, October 11, 1850, p.3, c.3.

12. Ibid., March 21, 1851, p.2, c.d.

13, Ibid., BApril 25, 1851, p.3, c.3.

14, Ibid., May 9, 1851, p.2, c.2; other officials elected are also listed
in the same article.’
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T Corporation of Harpers Ferry were enacted in August, 1851, (extracts

from the Ordnances -relating to the construction and repair of streets
and sidewalks will be found in Appendix I of this report).

On July 9, 1851, Bvt. Col. Benjamin Huger was appointed as the new
Superintendent of the Harpers Ferry Armory, but did not report for duty at
Harpers Ferry until September of that year.lsa

While a toyn government was being formed, Major Symington continued

his efforts and in August, 1851, convinced Mr. C. M. Conrad, the Secretary

of War, of the feasibility of his plans. On August 9, 1851, Superintendent

Symington notified Col Henry XK. Craig of the Ordnance Department of this
development:

. #0n the visit of inspection a few days since of the Honble Secty of
War, he was pleased to concur in the propriety of the measure that I have
so long recommended, that is the sale of such portions of the Government
land at this place, as will not be needed for the purposes of the Armory,
preparatory to which a survey be made and town plat laid off, with streets,
buildings, blocks, and reservations.

To this end he directed me to present the case to him in a report
which I now respectfully do.

The accompanying paper exhibits copies and extracts of my several
letters to the department touching this subject, which as they fully ex-
press my views, I present in connection with this, as my report...”

Tncluded in the report were extracts from Symingtonfs letters of July
15,‘1847, August 2, 1849, January 21, 1851, January 30, 1831, and Febru§ry
21, 1851, all of which have been quoted or cited previously in this report.l6

On August 19, 1851,‘Chief of Crdnance George Talcott submitted

fSymington’s Report to the Secretary of War, commenting on the study as

15. Virginia Free Press, August 7, 1851, p.3, c.l, 2, 3.

15a. General Order No. 9, July 9, 1851-of Adjacent General, Reel 24, V.6,
p.Sl7.

16. Reel 24, V.5, pp.414-419.
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follows:

#_..I concur in the opinion with Major Symington as to the propriety
of selling so much of the site for the Armory as has become useless for
military purposes. It may be done, I conceive, under the authority con-
tained in the act of March 3, 1818. As regards the mode of making the sale,
I would suggest that the Superintendent of the Armory be directed to cause
a plat to be prepared and submitted, through this Office, to the War De-
partment, shewing the exact boundaries between the land to ke sold and that
to be retained; and dividing the former into suitable lots; with Streets
laid out in the best regard to convenience, that the conformation of the
ground and the present arrangement of the town will admit. Perhaps it will
be better to confide the division of the land and the laying  out of lots
and streets to a Board, to be composed of the Superintendents of the two
Armories and a third Ordnance Officer, with directions to consult, on the
subject of the streets & lots with suthorities of the town of Harper’s
Ferry. !

When this matter has been arranged, the part to be sold may be offered
at public auction in single lots, or such other subdivisions, as may be
considered most advisable, reserving the right to bid in, where a reason-
able price is not offered, and to dispose of such parcels afterwards, at
private sales, for not less than the highest price, which has been bid.

Should special legislation be considered necessary to authorize the
sale of a part of the site, then I would suggest a recommendation to Con-
gress to pass an act granting that authority, and directing the sale to
be made under such regulations as the Secretary of War may prescribe.” 17

Talcott’s recommendations and Symington’s report were approved by
Secretary of War Conrad on Bugust 26, 1851, On August 28, Col. H. K. Craig,
of the Ordnance Office, informed Symington of this approval and ordered
the Superintendent:

- myon will accordingly proceed at once with the preparation of the plat
mentioned in the report, consulting on the subject of the streets andlots
with the authorities of the town of Harper’s Ferry, as far as may be neces-
sary. ©On Col. Huger’s (fhe new Superintendent of the Harpers Ferry Armory)
arrival at the Armory, the whole subject will undergo your joint revision &
yow concurnent ccnclusions will be reported to this Office; with such re-
marks and suggestions, if any, as you may deem proper, either for explana-
tion, or in regard to farther action in the premises.” 18

17. Reel 20, V.1, p.80.

18. Reel 19, V.5, p.468.



On September 2, 1851, Col. Craig notified Major Symington:

»_ . That Bvt. Lt. Col. Ripley (Superintendent of the Springfield
Armorys, yourself and Bvt. Col. Huger are detailed as a Board for the
transaction of the business stated in the letter before referred to
(Craig’s letter of August 2§)....the time of the meeting of the Board
has been fixed for the 22nd instant, unless an earlier day be, in the
mean time, designated.

You will, however, go on with the preparation of the plat, and such
other measures as can be attended to before the meeting of the Board,

andthat may tend to facilitate the transactions of its business.” 19
The board reported to the Ordnance QOffice on September 24, 18351,

as follows (see Drawing No. NM-HF-9005-S. H. Brown’s 1852 Map of Harpers

Ferry; Block designations as inserted in the report by the writer refer

to S. H. Brown’s 1869 Map of Harpers Ferry-Drawing No. NM-HP-3001):

#The Board of Officers directed to convene at Harper’s Ferry Armory
agreeably to the instructions contained in letter from the Colonel of
Ordnance, dated September 2nd 1851, met at this place on the 22 of Sept.
. Present
Lt. Col. Ripley
Major Symington
B. Col. Huger

The Board after carefully examining the grounds &c report, that,
Major Symington after consulting with the authorities of the town, had
employed a surveyor who was engaged in making a plat of the place, shew-
ing the streets, the ground to be preserved for public use, and the lots
it would be proper to sell.

As this survey would be a work requiring several weexs to complete,
the Board found it impossible to wait until the Plat now being made was
finished, they are therefore unable to accompany this report with the
plan.

They now present their views of the proper course to be pursued and
the drawing must be completed at leisure by the Commanding Officer of
the Post.

The Board recommend to ke reserved for the use of the Armory:

1st.~-All the ground on which the Musket Factory is situated, and all be-
+ween this and the Six Acre Reservation- All the land along this reser-
vation and the road (Washington Street) [Blocks AA and BB on the 1869 map)
to the head of the ravine (running down towards the new barrel welding
shop), till opposite the present dwelling No. 97 (which was located on
Camp Hill, Block E, Lot No. 1 on 1852 and 1869 mapg)-thence on the other

side of the ravine to the edge of the cliffs on the bank of the Potomac,
following the upper edge of these cliffs to the E§treme western boundary

of the public lands.”

19. Reel 19, V.5, p.469.
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#9nd- On the Shenandoah side.

The present lumber yard (Z on_ the 1848 map or Shenandoah Street Block
G on 1869 map) and public stable (T on the 1848 map or Shenandoah Street,
Block F, Lot No. 2 on 1869 map) with a lot uniting them (Bhenandoah Street,
Block F, Lot No. 1 on 1869 map), and allowing room enough to extend the
stable yards.

3rd-The Rifle factory, and the upper part of the island on which it is
situated, which is now occupied by dwelling houses (see Government Dwelling
Houses No. 155 to 169 inclusive in lists in Chapter IX of this reportf).
These dwellings should be removed, and this part of the island reserved for
future use, and to protect the bank of the Canal by which it is bounded.

4th~The Commanding Officers quarters (Bldg. No. 25, Camp Hill, Stcrer Col-
lege Lot on 1869 map) and grounds attached; the Paymaster’s Quarters (Bldg.
No. 32, Camp Hill, Storer College Lot on 1869 map) & grounds, also a suf-
ficient quantity' of ground between them and Washington Street, to erect
quarters for the Officers of the Armory, &c.

The Master Armorer and Clerks now occupfy houses on ground which should
be sold; these houses should be reserved from the sale until suitable ones
are erected for their use (the Master Armorer lived in House No. 2 on Shen~
andoah Street, Block B, Lot No. 4 on 1852 map or Shenandoah Street, Block
B, Lot No. 3 on 1869 map in 185). All other dwellings should be removed
from the land reserved.

For the benefit of the town, besides the opening of and better locaticn
of streets, and open spaces at certain points as will be shown on the plat
{(Public Square and Union Scquare on 1852 and 1869 mapg); It is recommended,
that, the present market house [ on the 1848 map or Market House on the 1852
and 1869 maps) with proper space about it extending down to the Shenandoah
river for a public landing, ke reserved for the use of the town.

Also, for its use, a cemetery (Pine Grove Cemetery on 1852 and 1869 mapg),
permission to locate which has already been granted, will be surveyed and
marked on the plan.

The Board further recommend that sales should be made from time to time
of such parts of the public land not reserved, as are in demand for building
lots, all possible care being taken to prevent its falling into the hands
of speculatdrs; and as recommended by the Colonel of Ordnance in his report
to the Secty. of War dated August 18, 1851, reserving the right to bid in
any lots offered for sale and to dispose of them afterwards at private sale
for not less than the highest price which has been bid.” 20

On December 2, 1851, Col. Craig of the Ordnance Office transmitted the

above report, together with a letter of Superintendent Huger of November 29,

20. Reel 24, V.8, pp.802-806.
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and accompanying plats to the Secretary of Warp with the following comments:

#eeel concur fully with the Board as to the ground to ke sold, and that
to be retained, but am of the opinion that before any offer is made of the
land for sale, the Blocks bounded by the present and proposed streets should
be divided into Lots, and numbered; and a Plat containing the names of all
the streets, and the numbers of the Lots, be recorded in the Clerk’s office
of the County; that the Lots may be described in the Deeds by their respective
numbers, as is usual in the sale of town lots. It will be almost impossible
to describe the Lots in any other way than by numbers, and even if the Block
were to be sold entire, a recorded Plat would still be necessary in order to
describe them by the streets which bound them.

As the Deeds must necessarily be executed by the Secretary of War, your
approval of the manner in which the land shall be described is respectfully
asked, before any further action is taken in laying off the lots.” 21

Secretary of War C. M. Conrad approved Col. Craig’s recommendation on
December 26, 1851, and the Chief of Ordnance therefore ordered Superintend-
ent Huger on December 29, 1851:

) " ..In conformity with this decision, you will have a Plat of the whole
U. S. land prepared and that which is to be sole, including the old Arsenal
site (Bhenandoah Street Block A and B on 1852 and 869 maps), laid off there-
on in lots and numbered. The Plat must contain alsc the names of all the
streets, those running N & S, as well as those E & W, and in giving names,
it may perhaps be well to advise with the Town Council.

Whether a Block, as laid off on the Plat transmittéed with your letter
the 29th Utlo. had best be divided into five lots or twenty; whether they
shall run through from street to Street, or how far they shall run back;
whether you will lay Lot No. 1 in Block 20 or Block A, or make an unbroken
series of Lot numbers, without naming the blocks; and whether all the lots
in any one Block had nat best have the same extent of front, is left to your
judgement. Lots which want much cutting down or filling up, may not at first
meet with purchasers; but will hereafter. When they are small, a purchaser
will take two or more adjoining.

One copy of the Plat when finished must be sent to this Office. What
course is to be taken to make it a matter of County Record, I do not know.

If that can not be done, -taxe advice and inform me what other course had best
e pursued...

The Surveyors plat which accompanies your letter of 29th Ultimor is here~
with returned. VWould it now be better to have the Plat which is tc be made a
matter of Record, drawn to a somewhat smaller scale.?” 22

—21. Reel 20, V.l, pp.93-94.

22. Reel 19, V.5, pp.482-483.



S. Howell Brown, the Surveyor, completed the desired plat of the town
23
in April, 1852. On April 18, 1852, a great flood struck Harpers Ferry which

did much damage to Government dwelling houses located on Shenandoah Street.
This, together with an apparent delay in arranging the final details of the
proposed sale, led Superintendent Benjamin Huger to remark to Col. Craig of
the Ordnance Office on June 3, 1852:

“As the recommendations of the board of Officers made last September
advising the sale of certain portions of the public land at this post, has
been approved by the Secretary of War, individuals now occupying dwellings
on the land proposed to be sold, are desirious of knowning, if it is to be
so disposed of.: You are aware the late flood either destroyed or injured
many buildings; and all fences and out-buildings on the low grounds are washed
away. Who is to repair them? The occupants will not do so, if they are to
be sold, and I cannot, under the circumstances put the U. States to the ex-
pense of their repair. So no repairs are made, and many families are exposed
to much annoyance and great inconvenience, and as the season advances, to
liability to sickness, for want of a final decision of the subject.

May I urge on you the necessity for getting such a decision.” 24

On June 10, 1852, Secretary of War C. M. Conrad finally approved the
report of the Board of Officers, dated September 24, 1851, and S. H. Brown’s’
Map of Harpers Ferry. The Secretary further ordered that:

# . .The Superintendent of the Armory is hereby directed to cause to be
sold at public auction to the highest bidder, such of the lots as the Board
of Officers..., did by this report of 24 September last, recommend to ke
sold,

These lots as desicnated and described, on a plat lately prepared by
order of said Board, by S. Howell Brown Deputy Surveyor of Jefferson County,
Virginia, to which I have this day affixed my signature, by Streets and
Figures.

From this sale will be excepted suchlots or porticns of ground as are
recommended in said report of 24 September, to be reserved. Also such other
lots or portions of ground as are designated on the plat akove described as
+he sites of Churches, parsonages, or public institutions of any xind, leav-
ing to the persons or Corporations interested in said reservations to apply
to Congress for a title to the Same, which I have no power to grant.”

23. See date and signature on the map.

24, Reel 26, V.3, p.284.



#TERMS OF SALE.

One fourth Cash payable on the day of the Sale and the remainder in two
equal instalments of one and two years from the date of the Sale. If the
whole amount of -each instalment shall be punctually paid when the same shall
fall due, one interest shall be charged thereon, otherwise interest at the
rate of Six per cent per annum shall be charged on such instalments from the
date of Sale until the final payment thereof.

Workmen employed at the United States Armory, will be allowed to pur-
chase not exceeding two lots on the following terms, viz.

One fourth case, and the remainder at one, two, three and four years
without interest, provided the purchasers agree that an amount equal to the
1/12 part of each annual instalment shall be deducted from their monthly
wages. If any workmen should cease to be in the employment of the Government,
he shall thence forward as regards instalment remaining due on property pur—
chased by him, be subject to the same conditions as other purchasers.

No deed of conveyance for any of the lots will be made until the price
thereof shall have been paid in full.” 25

On the 11th of June Col. Craig forwarded to Col. Huger the form of ad-

| vertisement for the sale of lots, to be place in the newspapers. This notice
o . 26
appeared in the local newspaper on June 17, 1852.

The remainder of June and most of July were taken up with arranging
final details as to the Maps, discounts, forms of Bonds to be signed by pur-
chasers, and the form of agreement to be signed by werkmen to authorize the

Armory to deduct monthly installments from their wages as payments towards
27
property they might purchase from the United States.

On July 1, 1852, S. Howell Brown was paid $$340.00 #For 423 days surveying”

oy

25. Reel 24, V.8, pp.805-806.

26. Craig to Huger, June 11, 1852, Reel 19, V.5, p.502; also Secretary of
War to Craig, June 11, 1852, with form, Reel 24, V.8, pp.799-800. Virginia
Free Press, June 17, 1852, p.3, c.2.

27. See Huger to Craig, July 17, 1852, Maps, Reel 26, V.3, 290.

Huger to Craig, Received July 19, 1852, discounts, bonds, etc., Reel 26, V.3,
pPP.292~-296. Craig to Secretary of War, June 21, 1852, Photostats, V.3, p.2S.
Craig to Huger, June 23, 1852, Reel 19, V.6, p.504. Huger to Craig, July 14,
1852, Reel 26, V.4, pp.317-323. Bonds & agreements.
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#g Dividing the United States land at Harper’s Ferry into Lot & constructing
3 maps of same, including the services of chain carriers, Paper for Maps,

’ 28
and stakes for corner of lots @ $8 per day.”

On July 23 Col. Craig informed Col. Huger of a special order of the
Secretary of War:

“The Secretary of War has this day given his sanction to the following
I'Ille. ) .
Tt being for the interest of the Armory, that the workmen should not
be unnecessarily distributed in their residence in consequence of the sale
of lots at Harpers Ferry on the 1lst of September, the Commanding Cfficer of
the Armory is authorized to appraise such of the lots fto be sold, with the
buildings and improvements thereon, as are occupied by Armory workmen; whose
services it is desirable to retain, and to dispose of them, at private sale,
to such occupants, at the appraised value. No workman will be permitted to
purchase at private sale, more than the lot on which he resides, together
with the improvements thereon; and any lot offered as above, and declined
to be purchased at the appraised value, will be disposed of at public sale’

You will have these directions accordingly carried into effect.” 29

On July 26, Superintendent Huger requested permission from Col. Craig,
Chief of Crdnance, “to employ two persons, not connected with the Armory, as
appraisers to decide on the value of these lots and buildings and that on
this report I should decide on the value of each lot applied for. As there
will be a large number and it must be a work of some time such service could
not be asked for gratuitously, I therefore propose these appralsers be paid
out of the proceeds of the sale, and suggest %4 a day as suitakle pay to
secure the services of suitable & competant men.

I also request I may be authorised to employ an Agent instead of an

auctioneer to superintend all the business of the sale at Public Auction on

the 1st of September next, and that he should be paid a commission not*

28, U. S. to Brown, July 1, 1852, Reel 18, V.12, p.1212.

29. Craig to Huger, July 23, 1852, Reel 18, V.6, p.510.
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"exceeding 2% per cent of the amount of sale made.
I prcpose employing for this business Mr. S. Howell Brown the surveyor
who laid off the lots, I consider him a responsible & suitable person, and

if another is employed I will have to engage him alsc to resurvey & marg out
30
each lot. I would prefer he should do it all for one price.”

z

The requested permission to employ two appraisers and lMr. Brown as an
31
agent was ¢granted on July 28. On August 6, Col. Huger informed Col. Craig

that “Mr. John Moler, a farmer of the neichborhcod, and a landed proprietor

& Y¥r. J. (Jeremial) Fuss, a carpenter & practical btuilder have been invited
32
& consented to act as Appraisers.” Mr. Moler and Mr. Puss completed their

task of appraising each Government Dwelling House and of submitting an indi-
33
vidual report on each building on August 20, 18352. They were paid a total
34
of $56.00 for this work.

Cn Aucust 31, 1852, 52 Government Dwelling Houses were sold at private
sale for their appraised value to Armory workmen at a gross total of $31,525.00.

Of this total, $8,153.00 was received in cash and bonds issued for the remain-
35
ing amount due.

30. Huger to Craig, July 26, 1852, Keel 26, V.4, pp.335-336.
1. Craig to Huger, July 28, 1852, Reel 18, V.6, pr.512-3513.

32, Huger tc Craig, August 6, 1852, Reel 24, V.8, £.751; also Huger’s orders
and directions to Moler and Fuss, Bugust 7, 1852, Reel 24, V.7, p.613.

33. Reports cof John Moler and J. Fuss, Zpproved ky Col. Huger, August 20,
1852, Reel 24, V.7, pp.618-670.

34, Huger to Craig, October 4, 1852, Keel 24, V.6, p.604.

35. Miccount Sales at Harper’s Ferry Armory, made by Benjamin Huger, Bvt.
‘Ccl. of Crdnance, Comm’dg., of Lots and Dwelling Houses there occupied by

worrmen in the Armory, and sold to them Ly crder of the Secretary of war, at
a value, ascertained'by the Appraisement, hereto annexed, cf John kohler and
Jeremiah Fuss, in Aucust, 1852, Harper’s Terry Armory, August 31, 1852, Reel
24, V.7, p.614-€17; Also Huger to Craicg, Cctoker 4, 1852, Reel 24, V.6, p.6C4.
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Cn September 1 and 2, 1852, the four remaining Government Dwelling houses
that had not been sold at their appraised value on August 31, and 220 vacant
lects were sold at public auction to the highest bidders for a gross total of

$27,121.83., Of this total %7,084.92 was received in cash and bonds were is-
36
sued for the remaining amount due. On October 4, 1852, S. Howell Brown

was paid $678.04 as his commission, 2% per cent, for the Houses and Lots sold
37
at public auction.

On October 15, 1852, Superintendent Huger then raised the question of what
to do with the money resulting of the two sales, writing to Col. Craig:

#7 now recommend that the amount received from the sale of part of the
public property here, may be taicen up, under the appropriation of repairs
and improvements, and applied to improving the part retained by the U, S.

I would propose to apply these funds lst to building quarters on the
blocks reserved for the purpose, for the Officers of the Armory, (Master
Armorer & Clerks).

The building now occupied by these are on lots to ke sold (The Master
Armorer’s house was located on Block B, Shenandoah Street, Lot No. 4 on the
1852 map or Lot No. 3 on the 1869 maé). As they are entitled to quarters,
these cannot be sold until others are built.

llew quarters should be erected & the sale of the lots and houses now
occupied by these Officers would replace the amount so used.
ond. To grade and drain the grounds- great injury has been done, & more ex-
pense incured from year to year in repairing damages done by wash into the
canals *then would be required so to crade & drain the grounds as to prevent
the wash.

Zlthough many improvements have been made by my predecessors, these were
necessarily confined to building worsshops &c. They were unable to do any
thing towards geiting the grounds in order.

3rdly. To open good & convenient roads between the different public
establishments.

I suppose there can be no doubt as to the benefits of these improvements,”

26. “Account Sales of Houses and Vacant Lots of land at the Harper’s Ferry
Armory, made on the lst and 2nd days of September 1852, under an Crder of

the Secretary of War, by S. Howell Brown, Agent. IHarpers Ferry, September
ond 1852,” Reel 24, V.7, p.682-691. Alsc Huger to Craig, September 4, 1852,
Reel 24, V.7, p.674, and Huger to Craig, Cctober 6, 1852, Reel 24, V.7, p.B872.

37. U. S. te S. Howell Brown, bill, Cctober 4, 1852, Reel 18, V.12, p.l214.
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#ihe legality of this disposition of the funds I must leave to higher author-
ity to decide...” 38

Cn October 19, Col. Craig, Chief of Crdnance, submitted Huger’s sugges-
39
tion to the Secretary of War, recommending it for approval. The plan how-
ever was not approved by the Secretary of War on the grounds that: “I do
not thinic it would be recular for this Department to determine what use should
be made of the money arising from the sale of the lots- The money has never
been aprropriated by Congress, and they along have the right to dispose of
it. It must therefore be depcsited in the Treasury, but not to the credit
of any existing appropriation-leaving to Congress to appropriate whatever sums
40

may be required for repairs & improvements at the Armory.” There the mat-
ter rested until 1856,

In January, 1853, it was decided to hold a second public sale of the
43 remaining vacant lots that had keen offered for sale on September 1 and

41

2, 1852, but not sold at this time. These lots were all located on Camp
Hill in Blocks 2, J, O, R, 8, T, U and V (see 1869 map for red colored lots
in those blocks). Superintendent Huger informed the Ordnance Office he would
proceed to advertise the sale, but pointed out:

#Vou are no doubt aware that only a few lots on the cliffs, in Blocks
®.S.T.U- and the larger Lots in Block 2 at the FHorthwest extremity of public
land, can now be scld. The valuable property in Blxs. A & B Shenandoah Sts,”

38. Huger to Craig, Octbber 15, 1852, Reel 24, V.8, pp.777-778.

Craic to Secretary of War C. M. Conrad, Cctoker 19, 1852, Reel 20, V.2,

3%.
P.110.

40. Decision of Secretary of War Conrad, dated Kovember 12, 1832, as cited
in Craig’s letter of lLiovemmer 13, 1832, to Huger, Reel 19, V.6, pp.545-5046.

Col. Craig’s orders to Col Huger, January 31, 1853, Reel 19, V.5, pp.555-
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it

7% thelots & houses belonging to the U. S. in the 6 acre reservation, cannot
be sold until the Arsenal &c., and the dwellings occupied by Master Armorer
& Clerks are replaced by others.” 42

Col. Craig replied that it was not intended to sell Shenandoah Street
Blccks A and B and the 6 acre reservation lots at that time, but inquired

43
if there were not other umsold lots available for sale. Col. Huger answered,
stating that there were no other such lots available and added “the Leots un-
sold in J, 3, & lI, are on the sides of a very steep Ravine of no value as
ruilding lots, and can only be used as a roadway from the lots above to the
44
road on the bank of the canal.”

The second public sale of government land was held on February 17, 1853,
but no land was sold, for as Superintendent Huger informed Col. Craig, “The
highest bid was, Five dollars, at which price I would not allow any lot to
be sold, and the sale was stopped by my direction, in conformity with the

43
instructions given by the Secy of War on the subject.” Thus after the public
sale of September 1 and 2, 1853, no further government land at Harpers fFerry
was again sold to private individuals until 1869.

In reviewing the history of the sale of land at Harpers Ferry for the
benefit of the new Secretary of Viar, Jefferson Davis, who was unfamiliar with

+he reasons for this transaction, Col. Craic¢ remarked:

#There were 110 purchasers by auction, and 50 by appraisement. All these
purchasers have paid more or less of +he purchase money. Only 18 of the pur-*

vl
®
®
el

49, Thger to Craig, Februvary 2, 1353, 24, V.9, £.856.
43. Craig to Huger, February 3, 1853, Reel 19, V.6, pp.557-558.
to Craig, February 5, 18583, Reel 24, V.9, p.860.

45, THuger *c¢ Craig, February 17, 1853, reel 24, V.9, p.862.

=
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“chasers by auction, and 4 of those by appraisement have paid in full prior
o the present, and to all these Deeds have been given... There are conse-
quently 138 Deeds yet to be given...” 46

By 1869 all but 42 of the vacant lots sold at public auction on Septem-
ber 1 and 2, 1852, has been paid for in full and every one of the Government
Dwelling Houses sold for their appraised value on August 31, 1852, had been
paid for in full.47

Major Symington’s plan was thus put into effect and was generally suc-
cessful in achieving its desired effects. All of the 43 lots still nd paid
for in 1869, with the exception of one lot, were located on Camp Hill at the
far northwestern extremity of Harpers Ferry, and none had ever been improved

in the period 1852 toc 1869.

Final disposition of the proceeds of the 1852 sale

In January, 1856, some of the purchasers of Government Lots at the 1852
sale organized themselves into a group to request a change in the terms of
sale under which they had acquired their property. A petition was drawn up
and submitted to their Representative in Congress, Charles J. Faulkner, to

48
be presented through him to the Secretary of Viar.,

Their petiticn read:

mie the undersigned purchasers of Lots at the Covernment sale at Harpers
Ferry, Va. on the lst and 2nd Days of September, 1852, would respectfully”
46. Craig tc Davis, April 7, 1855, Reel 20, V.2, p.198.

Catalocue of the Harper’s Ferry Armory Property to ke sold Ly the United

+tes on the 30th november, 1869, at the Town of Harper’s Ferrv, Va. (iest
, .2, 9, 10, 11, and 12; also see rlue areas on 1869 map.

8. Daniel J:. Young tc Fauliner, January 7, 1856, Reel 26, V.6, £p.502-504.
auliner “o Col. Craig, to be forwarded to Secretary of War, January 9, 1856,
Reel 26, V.5, p.o0C.
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”Leg leave to make the following statement in reference thereto.

Prior to the sale, strong inducements were held out on the part of the
Government for the Armorers to purchase Lots, with an express understanding
that one fourth of the purchase money was to be paid on the day of sale, and
the residue in four years; one forty-eighth part to be decducted from the monthly
waces of the purchaser. Thus leaving the impression with an implied assureance
that the purchasers would have constant employment, during the time specified
to pay for the same. It was further promised on the part of the Commandant,
then in charge of the Armory, that the purchaser’s meney arising from the
afforesaid sale, would be applied to the opening, grading and ctherwise im-
proving the streets & property, thus conveyed from the United States to the
Armorers.

Your memorialists conceive it proper here to state that ever since the
sale in question, the operations of the Armory have been conducted upon a
very limited scale, and as a consequence a large majority of the purchasers
were thrown out of employment, to a greater or less degree, which disgualli-
fied them from paying their monthly installments.

We further represent, that instead of the proceeds of the sale keing
applied as promised prior to the sale, that it has never been complied with-
and instead of the property being enhanced in value by the sale, it has de-
preciated at least fifty per cent.

We therefore in conclusion, respectiully ask in view of the foregoing
facts, that ycu will mage our cause your cause, and endeavor to ke instrumen—
tal in bringing abcut such arrangements, as will tend to a fair and egiitable
settlement of the matter in question...” 49

7

Col. Craig, Chief of Crdnance, commented to the Secretary of VWar on Jan-
uary 22, on this petition as follows:

#_ . As to the first statement of the memorial in respect to the terms
of payment, I will quote from the advertisement of the sale as follows-’Worz-
nen emploved at the United States Armory will be allowed to purchase not ex-
ceeding two lots on the following terms, viz. one fourth cash, and the remain-
der at one, two, three and four years, without interest, provided they acree
that an amount equal to one twelfth part of each annual instalment shall he
deducted from their monthly wages.’ This was not intended to convey the idea,
nor do I think it was then the impression, that the instalments were not to
be paid in case the purchaser ceased to ke employed at the Armory, for the
employment micht cease by his own act.

Lis to the second statement of the Memorial, that the money arising from
these sales was to be applied to cpening, crading & improving streets &c,
I nust state that no such promise was authorized by the Secretary of War, or
Ly this office. Colonel Fuger, then Commanding Cificer of the Armory, did
however on the 15th of Cctober 1852 (akcocut six weexs after the sale) ask
authority to apply the proceeds of these sales to the building of quarters,”

49, Petition, January 7, 1856, Reel 26, V.6, pp.506-509.
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“opening and grading of road, &c, but upon its being submitted to the Secre-
tary he disapproved of it.

As to what the memorialist stated in respect to the limited quantity
of wori done at the Armory since these sales were made, and in consequence
of which a majority of the purchasers have been thrown out of employment;

I would remark that every signer of this memorial who was a workman of the
Armory at the time when these sales were made, is found on the last Pay Rolls
received (3rd Quarter 1855) as still in employment, with one exception...

As to the statement that the property has depreciated in wvalue since the
date of the sale; I would remari that if this were admitted to the fullest
extent, it is one of the incidents that may occur as to every purchase, whether
of real estate or other matter.

The whole number of purchasers of these lots were 159, armory workmen
and other persons (some of the latter taking from two to six lots eachj.

Of this number 125 were workmen whose names appear on the Armory Pay Rolls
of that time, and only 55 of these are, properly signers of this memorial...

Deeds have been executed and delivered for 30 of these Lots, and if any
abatment or alteration of the terms should be made in favor of those who have
not paid in full, we may expect that all the others will ask like concession.” !

To further kack up their petition, the Harpers Ferry grcup secured a

sicgned statement from lMr. John loler and Mr. J. Fuss, the appraisers in 1852,
51
which was submitted through channels on January 21, 1856. The former ap—

praisers wrote in part:

7, ..In reply we beg leave to state, that in our estimation, the property
sold by the United States, in this place, at the time referred to (1852),
has fallen very much in value below the amocunt for which it was sold. It
would be safe we presume, to venture the assertion, that the depreciation
has been, by averace computation, as ruch as fifty per cent.

We deem it proper to say that the depreciaticn in the value of the im-
proved property (fhat is, lots with former Government Dwellinc Houses on
+therf), is apparently, rather inconsiderable; but the vacant lots have un-
doubtedly declined to a very great exteni-in many instances we believe, to
the amount of cne hundred per cent, or more.” 52

This letter was also duly forwarded fo the Secretary oi War by Col.
Craig, who remarsed:
50, Craic to Davis, January 22, 1856, Reel 20, V.3, pp.223-224.
51. Daniel J. Younc to Faulkner, January 21, 1856, Reel 26, V.5, p.497.
59. lioler & FPuss to D. J. Young & others, January 19, 1856, Reel 28, V.S,

P.498.
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7 Messrs. Fuss & Moler now say that the depreciaticn in the value of the
improved lots is inconsiderable, while that of the vacant lots is great. Messrs,
Fuss & lMoler were appointed as appraisers of the improved Lots. The unimproved
ones were sold by auction.” 53

The campaicn of the memorialists thus came to an unsucessful end as far
as the War Department was concerned, kecause of the impossibility of changing
contracts already entered into four years previously. In Congress, however,
no doubt spurred on by Charles J. Faulxner, the petitioners had better luck.
On April 23, 1856, a jeint resolution was passed by Congress authorizing the
Secretary of war to apply the proceeds of the 1852 sale of lots at Harpers
FPerry to the purchase of other lots of land and the improvement of the public
property at that place.54 A total of $33,725.27 had been collected from 1852
to Cctober, 1854, from this source and was available to be expended on im-
provements at Harpers Perry.55

On June 28, 1856, Col. Craig, Chief of Ordnance, therefcre, informed
Superintendent Henry W. Clowe that the Secretary of War had approved the ex-
penditure of the proceeds of the 1852 sale for the following objects:

#) | Purchase of (Wager) Lot No. 17 [to be made into a streefd--——--—- $1,466,00
2. Erection of three quarters (Easter Armorer’s new house———————e—— $18,000.00
Present Bldg. No. 36; Paymaster’s Clerk’s Luarters, 3ldg. lo. 30-3torer Ccllege,

on Camp Hill; Superintendent’s Clerx’s Luarters, Bldg. No. 31-Storer College
on Camp Hill-see 1869 map)

3. Grading and opening streets- ——— - 5,613.20
4, Repairs of finishing shop, Rifle Factory----- - 2,860.00
§. Enclosing grounds of new magazine and stock house -- 1,000.00”

53. Craig to Secretary Davis, February 11, 1658, keel 20, V.3, p.226.
54, Secretary of War to Secretary of the Treasury, May 7, 1856, Reel 26, V.9,
p.466; Secretary of Treasury to Secretary of War, lay 10, 1856, keel 28, V.5,

p.464.

55. Col. Craig to Secretary of war Davis, Hay 3, 1856, Reel 20, V.3, pp.231-
232 Also, Craig to Superintendent Henry w7, Clowe, May 10, 1856, Reel 18, V.S,
T
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#5, Cleaning well on Fillmore Street and Pump———- 200.00
7. Completing ‘protection & improvement Rifle Factory--——————- 3,993.0C
8. Filling, grading & paving East end at N. Cliff Streetew———- 357.50
(&t Viager Lot No. 13, which had been recently purchased by the U.S. and the
large building removed to widen the street at that point).

- 9, Extending Arsenal Square- 2,917.00

10. Removing building frem (Wager) Lot 17 (ko open a new street) 200.00

$36,606.707  5¢€
Thus, undoubtedly as a result of the petition of lot purchasers in Jan~
uary, 1856, the proceeds of the 1852 sale of houses and lots at Harpers Fer-
ry were spent in 1856 and 1857 substantially as suggested by Superintendent
Benjamin Fuger on October 15, 1852. By June 30, 1856, a total of $48,545.29
had been collected from the sale of lots, and of this sum $10,734.86 had been
expended by that date for other purposes. The amcunt of money due for houses

57
and lots, but not yet paid, amounted to $10,101.54 on June 30, 1856.

.L

. 56. Craig to Clowe, June 28, 1856, Reel 19, V.S, p.871.

57. Receipts, Expenditures, and Deposits for Lots at Harpers Ferry, Reel 18,
V.12, pp.1205-1207.



CHAPTER IX

DATA ON INDIVIDUAL GCOVERNMENT DWELLIUG HOUSES AND THEIR LCCATICHS,
1845 to 1869

In this chapter we will present the data available that describes the
individual gevernment dwelling houses and their use in the 1845 to 1852 per-
iod, and also an account of the general cleanup of substandard Gcvernment
dwellings at Hafpers Ferry which tooik place between 1845 and 1854. Ve
shall conclude the chapter with a description of the dwelling houses retain-
ed by the Government for Armory use from 1859 to 1869 and locate each
house on the 1869 map.

e becin by presenting a “corrected” survey of government dwelling
houses for the vears 1845 to 1852, giving the number ¢f the house, a

_________ description of the house, its appraised value, its location on &S. H.
Brown’s lMap of 1852, and the final dispcsiticn of the structure, E.G,

whether sold in 1852, demolished by the Government as useless, or re-

tained by the Government as a dwelling house for armédry employees. It

is necessary to ““correct” these lists from a number of sources kecause
the Armory clerks who prepared these documents often became themselves
#oonfused” and sometimes located buildings on the wrong lots. The

scurces for this final list of dwelling hcuses are as follows:



(1)« #List of United States Dwelling Houses at Harpers Ferry
30 June 1848%,3

(2). *List of Dwelling Houses belonging to the United States at
Harpers Ferry, December 31, 1850C. e

(3) #List of Dwelling Houses at Harpers Ferry Per Igventory
June 80, 1851 Corrected to December 31, 1852.”

(4) *Legend Exhibiting the Corresponding lumbers of the Houses,
as Per the Inventory of the 30th June 1852, with the Lots of
Land as per Brown’s Map of the same, Where Correspondence
exists, and, in other cases, an Approximation.

(5) “Appraised Value of Lots & H uses Occupied by Armory Workmen,
Harpers Ferry Amory, Aucust 21, 1852” and "Account Sales at
Valuation. Lots and Dwelling Houses - Harpers TFerry Armory,

31 August 1852,77

Where
No. of Situated Final
Building Desecription Class Valuation Brown‘’s lap Disposition of
1 Brick 2 story,
slate roof 1 $2,700 Musket Factory Converted into Armory
Yard Offices by 1880
2 Brick 2 story, slate 1 2,700 Shenandoah St., Master Armorer’s
roof (Bldg. No. 34-3%) Block B. Lot 2. Quarters to 1858
3 Brick 2 story,
slate roof 1 2,700 Sh. St. Bk.C-Lot 1, Sold at auction
4  Part of bldg. lic.3d - - # w4 B Sept. 1 & 2, 1852
for #2,505.00
5 Brick, 2 story, '
shingle roof 11 650 Sh., St.Bk.C-Lot2 Sold for 650, 8/31/5
to Armory workmen
6 Brick 2 story
shingle roof 10 600 Sh., St. Bk. C- Sold for $60G, 8/31/52
Lot 3 to Armory workman
7  Stone, 2 story, shingle
roof (Bldg. lo. 43) 3 2,000 Sh.St. Lot 1 Reserved for U.S.Use.
8 Brick, 2 story, shingle
rocf 13 . 400 Sh.St.Bk.C-lot4 Sold for $400,8/31/52
: to Armory workman.
4, National Archive R.G. 153, Judge Advocate Gensral, Abandoned Military
Reservation File lo. 34, Harpers Ferry Photostatic Collection, Iap
Cases Drawer [ic. 4.
5. Reel 18, v. 12, p. 1177-1183. ‘
6. National Archives R. G. 156. %War Dept Crdnance, Lr. I.-330-Avcust 28, 18%2.
I, F. Photostatic Collection liap Cass, Drawsr 2-lap lo. 82.
7

} 3

Reel aé, Va7, Do 608~ 611 616-€17.

~ P
:’/-.\' ,‘.} V4
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Where Final
No. of Situated Disposition
Building Description Class Valuation Brown’s Map of
9  Brick,l story,shingle )
roof ‘ : 11 4 600 Sh. St.Bk.C-LotS Sold 8/31/52, %600
tc Armory workman
10 Stone, 2 story, shingle )
roof ' 10 800 Sn.St.Bk.C-Lotb6 “old 8/31/52, 800 to
Armory workman
11  Brick, 1 story, shingle Sold 8/31/52, %875 to
roof 11 375 Sh, St.Bk.D-Lotl Armery workmana
12 Wooden, 1 story, shingle
roof 15 100 Sh.St.Bk.D-Lct 2 Demolished 5/31/S1
13 TWooden, 2 story, shingle
roof 12 950 Sh.St.Bk.D-Lot 2 Demolished 5/31/51
14  TVooden, 2 story)shingle
roof 12 950 Sh.St.2k.D-Lot 3 Demolished 5/31/51
15 Wooden, 1 story, shingle N
roof 13 200  Sh.St.Bk.D-Lot 8 Demolished 5/31/51
16  Brick, 2 story, slate -
roof 4 1,100 Sh.St.Bk.D-Lot 4 Scld 8/31/52, $1100
to Armory workman
17 Brick, 1 story, shingle Sold 8/31/52, $500,
roof 10 500 Sh.St.Bk.D-Lot S to Armory workman
18 Wood, 1l story, shingle
roof 13 Sh.St. 3k.D-Lot 5 Sold with House 17
19 Brick, 2 story, shingle
rocf 8 600 Sn.St.Bk.E-Lot 1 Sold 8/31/52, $600 to
Armory workman
20 Wood, 1 story, shingle
- roof 13 900 Sh.St.Bk.E-Lot 2 Demolished 5/31/51
21 Wood, 1 story, shingle :
roof 13 900  Sh.St.Bk.E-Lot 3 Demolished 5/31/51
99  Store, 2 story, shingle
roof 10 400  Sh.St.Bk.E-Lot & sold, 8/31/52, $400
to Armory workman
23 Wood, 2 story, shingle ,
roof 10 550 Sh.St.Bk.E.Lot 5 “old, 8/31/52 $55C
to Armory workman
24  Tood, 1 story, shingle
roof 9 - Sh.St.Bk.E. Lot 6 sold with House 23
25 Brick 2 story, shingle
roof 7 e Sh.St. ressrved for U.S.Use.
26 Brick 1 story, shingle
roof 1¢C 40C Sh.Ste resarved for U.S.Use.
27 Wood, 1 story, shingle
roof Shenandoah St. Demolished in 1846
28 Wood, 1 story, shingle

roof

Shenandcan St. Demclished in 1846



Where

Situated
No. of Brown’s Final
Buildings Description Class Valuation Map Disposition of
28  Tood, 1 story, shingle :
roof - Shenadnah St. Demolished in 1845+
30 Stone, 2 storyé}Uch%xﬁZ 8 4 500 s Sh. St.side Reserved for U.S. Use
31 Wood, 1 story 12 250 He Sh.St. side Demolished in 1849
32 Stone, 2 story [slig ™ #£:2 7 600 N.n side Sh.St. Reserved for U.S. us
33 Stone, 2 story 13 200 N. side Sh. St. Demolished 8/14/52
34  Wood:l story Ne side Sh.St. Demolished 1845
35 Wood,1l story 11 300 N. Side Sh.St. Reserved for U.S. us
36 Woocd 1 story 12 250 M. side Sh. St. Demolished 2/12/53
37 Wood 1 story 11 300 V. side 8h. st. Reserved for U.S. us
38 Tood 1 story 11 200 ¥, side Sh. 8t. Reserved for U.S. us
39 Stone, 1 story 8 500 1. side Sh. St. Reserved for U. S.
40 Brick, 2 story 9 450 H. side Sh. St Reserved for U. S.
41  Vood, ®story 8 500 Ne Side sh. St. Reserved for U. S. u
492 Frame addition to No. 41 - M. side Sh. St. Demolished 1853
43  Brick 2, story 7 300 Sh.St.Bk.B-Lot 5 “old 8/31/52,7%00 t
Armory workman
44  TVood, 1 story 12 250 Between Sh. St.&
River Demolished in 1847
45  Wood, 1 story 14 150 “ ” # # TDemolished in 1852
46  Stone, 2 story 8 500 Sh.St.Bk.C-Lot 10 Sold at auction
9/1/52 £or805.00
47 Stone 2 story 8 600 Sh.St.Bk.C-,Lot ¢ ~old, #600, 8/31/¢
to Armory workman
48 . Brick, 2 story 12 400 Sh.St.Bk.C, Lot 8 Sold,#400 8/31/52
to Armory workman
49  Brick, 1 story 12 275 Sh.St.Bk.C.Lot 7 Sold, %275 8/31/52
~ to Armory workman
56 Vood, 1 story Between Sh.St. & fiver Demolished 1845
51 Wood, 1 story 2 nooo 14 ” P4 V]
52 Stone, 2 story 4 1,200 Sh.St. Bk.D, Lot™f Sold at public auct
9/1/52 forf912.00
5] Weod, 1 story 16 50 Washington St.N.side Reserved for Govit.U:
54 Stone, 2 story 8 500 W.Side Wash, St Reserved for Govt.U:
55 Stones, 2 story 4 1,100 S.Side High St. Sold, 8f31/52 for
‘ adjacent 6 acre Res$1100 to Armory workmar
56  Wood, 1 wtory Washington St. Demolished in 1845
57 Brick, 1 story -9 450 Viashington St. Reserved for U.S. use
58 Stone, 2 story 13 200 Washington St. Demolished 5/31/51
5 Brick, 1 story 12 250 Washington St. Reserved for. U.S. Use
e0 Wood, 1 story Washington St. Broken up in 1847
81  Yoodq, 1 story 1 GO Jashington St. Reserved for U.S. Use
62 Wood, 1 story 13 06 Camp Hill near CGrave
rard | Reserved for U.S. Use
63 Wood, 1 story 16 S0 ”o" ” #  Denolished in 1847
64 Store, 1 stery 16 5C 7 n B " Reserved for U.S. use
63 Brick, & story 7 800 Camp Hill by Bldg.
To0e 48-A Resarved for U.S. use
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Where Situated

Schcol Room.

<112~

- No. of on Brown’s Final disposition
Building Description Class Valuation Map of Building
66 Wood, 1 story 16 750 Betwsen Wash. St. &
’ musket Factory Demolished 12/24/51
67 Brick 2 story S 900 Bun. Wash.St.&
musket Factory Reserved for U.S.Use
68 TWood, 1 story 11 300 Bwn. Wash, St. &
rmusket Factory Reserved for U.S.Use
69 Wood, 2 story g 45¢C Btn. Wash, St. &
muisket Factory Reserved for U.S.Use
70  Wood, 1 story 1C 400 # o nwu Demolished in 1849
1  Wood, 1 story 10 400 w omn ”on Demolished in 1849
72  Wood, 1 story 10 400 »w u o P o ” o
73  Uood, 1 story 10 400 oo n g o " z
74  Wood, 1 story 11 300 ” ” LA ” ” o
75 Vood,l story 12 250 aoou ” “” ” 4 7
76  Wood, 1 story 12 250 ”»u ” V4 ” “ #
77 Stone, 1 story 11 300 A ” #“ #” #“ ”
78 Stone, 1 story 11 300 LA 4 i o“ o # 1850
79  Brick, 1 story 13 200 #® o “ ” 4 # 6/30/51
80 Wood, 1l story 14 150 s # # #“ #“ # 1850
81 TWood, 1 story 13 200 ” u o ” u #1849
82  Wood, 1l story # u o “ # #1845
83 Wood, 1 story 16 S50 “ " ” ” ” # 5/31/51
84 Weood, 1 story 11 300 o ” - o” o # 5[31/51
85 Wood, 1 story 16 50 ” 4 # 4 o # 5[31/51
86 Stone, 1 story 10 460 ” @ #“ ” #” #1850
87 Stone, 1 story 12 250 o s o ” # 5/31/51
8  Wood, 1 story 12 250 L o ” # # 5[81/51
88 Stone, 1 story 11 300 s 4 #” " #“” # 1850
9G  Brick, 1l story 12 250 Washington Street “ # 5/31/51
91 Brick, 1 story 12 250 ” b " # 5/31/51
a2 Brick, 1 story 12 250 i “” # 7 5/31/51
93  Brick, 1 story 12 250 4 1 ” 2 5[31/51
94  Stonz, 1 story 11 300 4 ” Reserved For U.S.Us
5  Tood, 1 story 11 300 " ” reserved for U.S. v
96  Wood, 1 story 16 50 ” # 3chool Room Demolished in 18¢
97  Brick, 2 story 6 900 Carp Hill, BiE. Lot 1 Sold 8/31/52, $90C
to Armory workman
g8 Brick, 2 story 6 950 Camp Hill, Bk.E.Lot 2 Sold 8/31/52, $950
to Avmory workmang
160 Wood, 1 story 10 800 Camp Hill, Bk.E. Lot 5 Sold to Armory
' workman 3800, 8/31/5:
28] Brick, 2 stoxry 6 9Cce Camp Hill Bk.
Z. Lot 3 Socld 8/81/52,3%00
i to Amcry workman
101  Wood, 1 story 10 part of 100 Camp Hill., Bk. E
Lot 5 Sold to Ammory work-
man $80C, 8/31/52
102 Weod, 1 story 15C  Can 11ill, Vash. St



No. of

Where situated Final disposition

Building Description Class Valuation on Brown’s Map of Building
163 Brick, 2 story 5 4900 Camp Hill, Bk.F, Lot 1 Sold 8/31/52, $9C0 to
Armory Workman
104 Brick, 1 story 10 475 Camp Hill, Bk. F. Lot 2 Sold to Armory werkman
8/31/52, for $475
105 Stone, 1 story 9 800 Camp Hill Bk. F. Lot 4 Sold 8/31/52 for $600
to Armory workman
106 TWood, 1 story 10 175 Camp Hill Bk.F. Lot 3 Sold 8/31/52 for $175
Amory workman
167 Brick 2 story 5 1,000 Camp Hill, Bk.G, Lot 1 Sold 8/31/52 for {1,000
to Armory workman
108 TWecod, 1 story 8 500 Camp Hill, Bk, G, Lot 2 Sold to Armory workman
8/31/52 for $5G0
109 TWood, 1 story 9 600 Camp Hill, Bka. G,Let 3 Sold to Armory workman
on 8/31/52 for $600C
110 Brick, 2 story 6 1,000 Camp Hill, Bk. G,Lot 4 Sold to Armory workman
‘ on 8/31/52 for 41,000
111 Brick, 2 story 7 825 Camp Hill, Bk. H,Lot 1 Sold to Armory workman
on 8/31/52 for $823
112 Brick, 2 story 5 1,110 Camp Hill, Bk.H,Lot 2 Sold 8/31/52, $1110
to Amory workman
118 TWood, 1 story 15 100 Camp Hill, Bk.H.Lot 3 Broken up in 1852
114 Wood, 1 story 10 400 Camp Hill, Bk, H,Lot 4 Sold 8/31/52 for 400
to Armory workman
115 Woed, 1 story 16 50 Camp Hill, Bke I, Lot 1 Dewolighed in 1852
116  Brick, Z2story 5 900 Camp Hill, Bk.II, Storer Reserved for U.S.use
College '
117 TWood, 1 story 9 450 Camp Hill,Bk.II, Lot 2 Reserved for U.S. use
118 Brick, 2 story 5 90C Camp Hill Bk.II,Lot 1 Reserved for U.S. use
119 Brick, 2 story 6 1,000 Camp Hill, Bk, D,Lot 4 Sold to Armory workman
for 1,000 on 8/31/52
120 Brick, 2 story 6 1,000 Camp Hill, Bk. D.Lot 8 Sold to Amory workman
on 8/31/52 for $1,000
121 Wood, 1 story 8 600 Camp Hill, Bk.D, Lot 1 Sold to Aymory workman
on 8/31/52 for $600
122 VWood, 1 story 1G 475 Camp Hill, Bk,C, Lot 8 Sold 8/31/52 for $475
& 4 to armory workman
123 TWood, 1 story Camp Hill Broken up in 1845
124 Brick, 2 story 6 - 650 Camp Hill, Bk. D.Lot 6 Sold on 8/31/52 for $65
to Armory workman
125 Brick, 2 story 8 800 Camp Hill, Bk._
Lot Back of Wash.St.
Near C.0. Qrs, Reserved for U.S.use
126 Brick, 2 story 6 goor”r # # a1 #7 Dogerved for U.S. use
127 Brick, @ story 6 650 Camp Hill, Bk.D, Sold 8/31/52 for $650
Lot 8 to Armory workman
128 Brick, 2 story 5 675 Camp Hill, Bk.C Scld 8/31/52 for $675 to

Lot S
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Noa. of Where situated Final disposition

Building Description Class Valuation on Brown’s Map of Bldg.
129 Brick, 2 story 6 $800 Camp Hill, Bk.__ ,Lot
: Back of Wash. St. near
C.0.Qrs. Reserved for U.S.use
136  Brick, 2 stoyy 6 800 # #  # #m w Pogorved for U.S.use
131 Brick, 2 story 6 675 Camp Hill, Bk.C,Lot 7 Sold 8/31/52 for $675.
to Armory workman
132  Wood, 2 story 11 425 Camp Hill, Bk.C,Lot 2 Sold 8/31/52 for 425
Lﬂ“fto Armory workman
133  Wood, 1 story 16 50 Camp Hill on Publiciand sold & removed 1852
134  TWood, 1 story 13 350 Camp Hill, Bk.B,Lot 7 Sold 8/31/52 for $35C
to Armory wokman
135 Brick, 2 story . 5 950 Camp Hill, Bk.B,Lot 6 “old to Armory workman
' for $950 on 8/31/52
136 Brick, 1 story 14 300 Camp Hill, Bk.B,Lot 8 Sold to Armory workman
for $300 on 8/31/52
1387  Jiood,l story 13 275 Camp Hill, Bk.B,Lot 9 Sold to Armory workman
8/31/52 for $275
. 138  Wood, 1 story 11 400 Camp Hill, Bk.B, Lot 4 Sold to Armory war kman
on 8/31/52 for $400
189 Wood, 1 story 15 275 Camp Hill, Bk.B,Lot 10 Sold to Armory workman
on 8/31/52 fhbr $275
140  Brick, 1 story 8 400 Camp Hill,Bk.B,Lot 12 “old to Armory workman
8/31/52 for $400
141  VWood, 1 story 8 500 Camp Hill Bk.ALot 8 Demolished in 1854
142 VWood, 1 story 16 50 Camp Hill back of
Wash.St. Demolished in 1847
143 Wood, 2 story 8 o000 Camp Hill,Bk.A. Lot 1 Reserved for U.S. use
144  TYood, 1 story ' 12 250 Carmp Hill, Bk.A,Lot 2 Sold on 8/31/52 for $25:
. to Armory workman
145 Stone, 2 story 9 500 Camp Hill, Bk.A, Lot 4 Sold on 3/31/52 fory50
to Armory workman
148 Wood, 2 story 7 700 Camp Hill, Bk.B, Lotl Sold on 8/31/52 for 870
to Armory workman
147 Wood, 1 storv 11 300 Up bank of Potomag Ressrved for U. S. Use
148 Stone, 2 story 11 300 Up bank of Potomac Reserved for U.S. use
149  Yodd, 1 story 11 360 In line between C.0’s :
Qr’s & Magazine Reserved for U.S. use
150 Broken up in 1845 Wood, 1 story
151 Wood, 1 story 16 - o0 In line between C.0.Q.&Mag. Reserved for U.S.
152  WVood, 1 story 12 250 # » ” # % 7 Demolished in 1852
153 Stone, 2 story 7 600 Across fhenandocah  ° Reserved for U.S. use
154 Stone, 1 story 11 300 Across *herandcah Reservad for U.S. uss
155 Voed, 1 story 13 200 Akovs rifle factory Broksn up én 1847
156 Brick, 2 story ) 80C Island above R. Factor, Reserved for U.S. us:
1587 Wood, 2 story 9 450 ” R 4 ” Reservaed for U.S8. usc
158  Brick, 2 story 5 900 o o "o m A
152 Stone, 2 story 13 200 #” 2 # z ” ” “u oo
16C Storne, 1 story 12 250 a ” “ i “” ” ”a
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No. of

Where situated on

Final disposition

Building Descrivtiorn Class Valuation Brown’s Map of Building
161 Stone, 1 story 13 200 1Island above R. Factory Reserved for U.S. use
162 Wood, 1 story 8 560 # ” ” Remoged in 1850
163 Wood 1 story 11 360 ~# “ i Reserved for U.S. use
164 Brick, 2 story 2 2,500 o #” Broken up in 1848
165 Stone, 1 story 11 300 # 2 ” Reserved for U.S. use
166 Stone, 1 story 11 300 ” o ” Reserved for U.S, use
187 Stone, 1 story 9 450 ” “ Demolished in 18S0
168 Stone, 2 story 6 800 #” “ ” Reserved for U.S. use
169 ,Wodd, 1 story 9 45G6. ¥ ” ” Reserved for U.S. use
170 Site for Wm. lMcGraw’s Slaughter “henandoah St. Demolished by 1851
171 Site for Philip:Coons’ Slaghter-House Shenandoan St. Demolished by 1851
172 Site for stable of John C. Urseld, Sh. St. Demolished by 1851
178 Therz was no Noa. 173
174 Stone S Washington St. Demolished inl848
175 5 Washington St. Demolished in 1848
176 Brick 2 story 3 2,000 Wager Lot No. 18 Reserved for U.S. use
177 Brick, € story 3 2,000 Wager Lot No. 18 Reservedfor U.S. use
178 Stone, 2 story 7 600 Wager Lot No. 20 Reserved for U.S. use
179 Brick, 2 story .
slate roof -8 2,000  Vager Lot No. 21 Reserved for U.S. use
18C Stone, 2 stoxry
slate roof 3 2,006 Wager Lot Ho. 22 Reserved for U.S. use
181 Stone, 2 story 3 2,000 Wager Lot lic. 26 Reserved for U.S. use
182 Stone, 2 story slate 3 2,000 Broo ‘~z£l“ﬂ%&3’?x7 Reserved for U.S. use

181 BUILDILGS &

182, 0ld Pay office, arsenal vard

i
1848,° contains the following notes which appear to relate to Brown’s iap

The
3

Demolished in 1857

list of United States Dwelling houses at darpers Ferry, .30 June

of Harpers Ferry prepared in compliance to a letter to Major Symington

Dated April 22, 1848:'

#o. of Building

Where situated per map.

NGO EE Qo

[
e

Presbyterian Church
Catholic Church

bMethodist Episcopal Church
lletheodist Prctestant Church
Engine House

Pumps

Springs

Public Stable

viarket House

Cld stables, Yood Yard, Cc,.
Cld COffice”



#The List of Dwelling Houses belonging to the United States
at Harpers Ferry, December 31, 1850, #contains a #Recapitulation®”

from which the following data has been extracted:
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Occupants on Rent

Description

December 31,

1850

Unoccupied

Cther than
Workmen

Workmen

Clerks
Foremén

Arfiory Offices

TOTAL
wood, lstory

wood 2 story

Stone 1 story
Stone 2 story

Brick 1 Story
Brick % story
)

Classes
Hous

wy

<t

<1

13

12

1 1 4 1 2 3

8

1101 1 2

10

11

S

g}

13

11

<jt

10

19

1 2 1 4 1 10 19

11

15

12

13

[N

[9p]

14

15

16

16

110

(@3]
3t

39 15 10 9

3
-

Total
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Occupants Rent Free with the numbers of the buildings they occupy:

Title " Number of Bldgs. Class Total No. of Bldgs
Acting Master Armorer 2 Classl 1

Master Millwright 103 Class S 1
- Master Builder 140 Class 8 1

Three Clerks 177, 179, 180 411 Class 3 3

Four Foremen 16, 107, 112, 119 Class 4; 2 of 5; 1 of 6 4

One parsonage 144 Class 12 1

three schools 102, 64, 96 1 of Class 14, 2 of Cl. 16

The following notes appear on the same page:
#Total number of Houses remaining (Eécember 31, 185§)

Of which there‘hre\occupied for OfficeSesacscansacassnsse

141

3
14 bldgs. rent free

”

Y’

”

” # ” # Darsonages & schools rent frecsssss
” ” 2 ” ”b‘_‘/ Tv‘IOIkInen on Rent...--.--.---.-...ll
” 4 b ”by Cther than Worh‘aen....-..-.--.-.
7 r:4 ” 7

f4

”

I/4

7

o

14 |

by Clerks & cther Rent freel

o O b

Hote 119 Workmen océupy the 110 house.”

141

U.nOCCU.pied..-.---------------.-..-. 10

Cf the 182 houses on the #corrscted” list previously presented:

63 buildings were demolished from 1845 to 1852 by the U. S. Government.
54 Buildings were sold at appraised value by the U. S. Government on August

31, 1852 to Ammory workmen for a total of

4

$381,525.00 (9)
4 buildings were sold to the highest bidders at public aution by 10
222

the Goverrmert on September 1 and 2, 1852 for a total of
6} Goverrment dwelling houses were returned by the U.S. after the sales

_ of 1852,
182 houses

lfoney from the sale
Houses was placed in the Armery

arnd was used for maintenance of

. ‘ 1
Goverrment dwelling houses.l

5 2
Sl
R

entitled #Repairs & Improvements”

of materials from demolished Government Dwelling

On February 16, 1853, Col. Craig of the Crdnance Department directed
Superintendent Colonel Benjamin Huger of the Amory:
9. Reel 24, v. 7, Da 617,
16, Reel 24, v. 7, Da 688,
11. Ordnance Cffice fo Supt. Swvmington, June 3C, 1847, 2. 15, v. 4, P.307-308
Col. Talcott to Svmington, Jure 7, 1881, R. 19, v. &, p. 459



#_ . .In your next Quarterly Rent Roll, please have a new
set of numbers given to the dwelling houses remaining unsold, or
otherwise disposed of - the first Column - “New Numbers®” -next
Column - #Q1d Numbers” and have it made to embrace your own and
Paymasters Quarfgrs —...After 3lst March next, only theV§3mbers
need be given.” e

Unfortunately we have not been able to locate in the National
Archives the 1853 rent roll that would cemtain the two sets of
dwelling house numbers, so the demolition of definite dwelling
houses that occurred after 1853 car not always be determined.

In February 1853, however, Bldg. lio. 36 (old number) was
demolished.

Tn April 1853 “two of the old builldings, at this Amory,
located on Reserved ground, were demolis‘ned.14

Y3 1 : h 15
In May 1858 more buildings were torn down. In June 1883
- . ; D3 16

Bldg. lo. 41 (old number) was demolished.

Tn May 1854 Old number Bldg. 141 was dermolished and the following
16 buildings, with new numbers, were removed: DBldgs. 37, 48,
2] 2 A o 9 Q 9 r DA [y 1 17
35, 54, 22, 15, 86, 40, 39, 48, 20, 21, 25, 51, 23, and 33.

Buildings 0ld iumbers 156, 188, and ;gﬁ’wmre specifically saved

from demolition at the request of the Superintendent in April 1854.18

1 ~ n L. w - ) B 4
The old Pay Master’s Office on the Arsenal Tract was also dgEdrs

1

in 1856 or 1857 to make way for the construction of present Bldg. lio. 36.

12, R. 19, v. 6, pe. 559-560.

13, Ra 24, v.39, pa 864,

14, R. 24, ve 9, p. 870

15. R. 24, V. 9. D« 888, o numbers of buildings are givens
16, D. 24, Ve 9, P« 897,

17. R. 18, v 12, pe. 1197

18. R. 19, v. 7, p. 620,



Thus, of the 61 Government dwelling houses listed as retained in 1852,
at least 22 of them were demolished in 1853 and 1854, leaving as the maximum
possible number 39 houses. To this list must be added the five houses erected
between 1847 and 1858; namely, the Commanding Officers Quarters, the Pay las-
ters Quarters, the liaster Armorer’s (uarters and two houses for Chief Clerics,

ra

-

sing the total number to 43 buildings as the largest number possible stand-
ing in 1859 as Government Dwelling houses.

Cn July 27, 1865, Brigadier General Edward D. Ramsay made a detailed in-
- spection and report of the buildings and stores at Harpers Ferry. From this
list it is apparent that during the 1859-1865 pericd there were actually 33
houses owned by the Government and used as Armory dwelling houses.19 It is
therefore evident that ten additional houses were demolished as substandard
buildings by the Government between 1854 and 1861. We conclude this chapter
with the inventory of Government Dwelling Houses as described in July 1865;
to this we add the location of the house on the 1869 map of Harpers Ferry as

given in the Catalocue of the Harper’s Ferry Armory Property to ke sold by

the United States on the 30th lovember, 1869, at the Town of Harper’s Ferry,

Va. (sic). and the original number of the dwelling house on the 1848-1852 lists

TT

of Government Dwellinc Houses.

1865 Inspection Inventorv of Harmers Ferry Armory.

1. “Dwelling House No. l-two story, brics- Shenandoah Street- In fair condi-
tion, and occupied as Head Quarters by Gen. Ecan.” (Located cn 1869 Map on
Shenandoah Street, Blocik B, Lot No. 2, 1869 Cat., p.2, lMaster Armorer’s new
house erected 1857-58, Present Bldg. lic. 38).

19. Ericadier General Edward D. Ramsay to Brig. Gen . B, Dyer, Chief of

Ordnance, July 27, 1865. National Archives R.G. 156 Harners Ferry FPhoto-
static Co lection. Hap Case, Drawer ifo. 10.

}-t
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2. "Dwelling House No. 2, two story, brick- Shenandoah Street- In fair con~
dition, and cccupied as quarters for officers.” (House No. 2 on 1848-52 lists~-
Master Armorer’s Old Residence; Present Eldg. lio. 34-35. Located on Shenan-
doah Street Block B, Lot Ne. 3 on 1869 map, see 1869 Cat., p.é}.

3. *“Dwelling House No. 3, two story, stone, Shenandoah Street- In need of
repairs- occupied for Army purposes. Ware House-Stone part of 2 story stone
lo. 3- Shenandoah Street— In fair condition.” (House No. 7 on 1848-52 list,
Present Bldg. Ho. 45. Located on Shenandoah Street, Lot No. 1 on 18869 map;
see 1869 Cat. p.3).

. *Dwelling House No. 4, two story, brick (House Ho. 25 on 1848-52 lists),
henandoah Street- In bad condition.” (Jocated on Shenandoah Street, Block
, Lot 1 on 1869 Map, see 1869 Cat., pr.2).

WROR S

w

. “Dwelling House No. 5, two story, stcne, Shenandoah Street- In fair con-
dition.” (Touse No. 30 on 1848-52 lists. Located on Shenandoah Street, Lot
No. 2 on 1869 Map, see 1869 Cat., p.2. Present Bldg. No. 4§). i

6. “Dwelling House No. 6, two story Brick, Rifle Factory on Hall’s Island-
Torn dewn to make room for military Rail Road.” (Located on island above
rifle factory, see 1869 map. House No. 156 on 1848-52 list%).

7. "Dwelling House Ho. 7, one & a half story, stone-Cn Rifle Factory on Hall’s
Island-Torn down tc make room for military rail road.” (Located on island
above rifle factory, see 1869 map. House No. 168 on 1848-52 lists).

8. "Dwelling House lo. 8, two story, brick— On Rifle Factory on Hall’s Is-
land- “orn down to marxe room for military rail road.” (Located on island
akove rifle factory, see 1869 map. House lo. 158 on 1848-52 lists).

9, “Dwellinc House No. ¢, two stery, stone- South side of Shenandoah River-
in fair condition.” (lLocated on south side of Shenandoah near bridge over
that river. See 1869 Cat., p.l. House lio. 153 on 1848-52 lists).

10. “Dwelling House Io. 10, one story, stone-South side of Shenandoah River-
In good condition-cccupied free of rent by Mrs. Stipes, by order of Col. H.
¥. Craig.” (}ocated on south side of Shenandoah near kbridge over that river.
See 1869 Cat., p.l. House No. 154 on 1848-52 lists.
o

11. *Dwelling Fouse Ho. 11, Two Story, stcne-Poctomac Street, In cocd condi-
tion” (Located—ea- AL 69 map-&186¢Catr; p+4+ This
house-was—actwally. located on Hich
Dr. larmion, House Ho. &% on 1848~

| 75 e
12. *Dwelling House io. 12, two stcry, Srici— Pctomac Street—- In bad condition-
having been used for Army purposes.” (Lccated on Blocs Aa, Camp Zill, Lot
Yo. 2 on 1869 map, see 186¢ Cat., p.4. Zouse Ho. 67 on 1648-52 listg).

-

L]

reet -and the house had been erected by

5 listg). | /;‘7

. “Duwelling Fouse.lic. 13, two stcry, stine- Potomac Street- In good con—
tion, occupied free of rent by lr. Henry Xussell by order or Col., Hd.K. Craig.”

g5
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(Located on Camp Hill, Block AA, Lot No. 10, see 186¢ map, also 1869 Cat.,
p.4. House No. ? on 1848-1852 listd).

14, "“Dwelling House No. 14, two and one half story, brick- High Street, in
Cood condition.” (Qocated on Wager Lot No. 18 on 1869 map, see 1869 Cat.,
p.4. House Ho. 176 on 1848-52 listg).

15. “Dwelling House No. 15, two and one half story, brick- Hich Street, in
Gocd Condition.” (located on Wager Lot No. 19 on 1868 map, see 18569 Cat.,
p.4., THouse lo., 177 on 1848-52 lists).

'16. “Dwelling House No. 16, three story, brick, High Street, In fair condi-
tion, occupied as Provost Marshal’s Office.” (Located on Wager Lot No. 20
on 1869 map, see 1869 Cat., p.4. House lo. 179 on 1848-52 lists).

17. “Dwelling House ilo. 17, three story , stone- High Street, In good condi-
tion, occupied as Ordnance Office.” (Located on Wager Lot No. 21 on 1869 map,
see 1869 Cat., p.4. House No. 1% on 1848-52 lists).

18. “Dwelling House No. 18, three story, stone- High Street- In Fair condi-
tion- occupied as Quartermaster’s Office.” {(Located on Wager Lot No. 22 on
1869 map, see 1869 Cat., p.4. House No. 18¢ on 1848-52 lists).

19. “Dwelling House lio. 19, three story, stone- In good condition. (Jocated
on lager Lot HMo. 26 on 1869 map, see 1869 Cat., p.4. House Ho. 181 on 1848-
52 lists).

90. *Dwelling House MNo. 20, three story, stone- In bad condition, occupied
as quarters by Crdnance Detachment.” (Lesated—en—+ager Lot Few—27 on 1869
map, see 1869 Cat., p.4. House No. 182 on 1848-52 lists).. .

' — [LAD faenocn’e olid oz ret AR
21. "Dwelling House lo. 21, Near Jefferscn Rocz, In Bad condition.” (Located
just south of Present Bldg. lio. 484 or St. John’s P. E. Church on 1869 Hap.
House No. 65 on 1848-52 lists).

99. *"Dwelling Fouse lic. 22, Ope and half story, frame, Camp Hill- In good
conditicn, occupied free of rent by Krs. . Stipes by Order of Col. H., K.
Craic. (Located Camp Hill, Elock BE, Lot No. € on 1869 map, see 1869 Cat.,
p.5, House lo. 68 on 1848-52 list).

23. *Dwelling House No. 23, Two story, bricz, Camp Hill. In bad condition,
being used for Army purposes.” (Located Camp Hill, Probably on Block II,
Storer Collece Lot, see 1869 map. Prokably House Heo. 118 on 1848-52 lists).

24. *"Dwelling House Ho. 24, Two story, Brick, viashington Street, In gocd
condition, cccupied by Crdnance acent as private quarters.” (Located on
Camp Hill, Blocz II, Lot lMo. 1 on 1869 map, see 186% Cat., p.7. House llo.
118 on 1848-1852 lists.).
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25. "Dwelling House No. 25, Superintendent’s Quarters- In Bad condition-
occupied as quarters for Officers.” (Located on Camp Hill, Storer College
Lot, marked Bldg. No. 25 on 1869 map).

26. “Dwelling House No. 26, O.e & a half story, Brick- Fillmore Street- Torn
dovn by order of Brig. Genl. J. D. Stevenson to have the material for building
winter quarters for troops.” C?robably located Camp Eill Block GG Lots 4

& 3 on 1869 map. House No. 125 on 1848-52 list§).

97. “Dwelling House No. 27, one & a half story, Brick- Fillmore Street.
Torn down by order of Brig. Genl. J. D. Stevenson to have the material for
building winter quarters for troops.” C?robably located con Camp Hill, Block
GG, Lots 1 & 2 on 1869 map. House llo. 126 on 1848-52 lists).

28. “Dwelling House lo. 28, one & a half story, Brick- Fillmore Street.
Torn down by order of Brig. Genl. J. D. Stevenscn to have material for buil-
ding winter quarters for troops.” (Probably located on Camp Hill Block FF,
Lots 4 and 3 on 1869 map. House lo. 12¢ on 1848-52 lists).

29. “Dwelling House No. 29, one & a half story, Brick- Fillmore Street.
Torn down by order of Brig. Genl. J. D. Stevenson to have material for buil-
dinc winter quarters for troops.” (Probably located on Camp Hill Block FF,
Lots 1 and 2 on 1869 map. House No. 130 on 1848-52 lists).

30, ‘Dwellino House No. 30, Two story, brick—- Pay Master’s Clerk’s Quarters—
In bad condition, occupied for army purposes.” (Located on Camp Hill, Storer
College Lot, Bldg. lo. 30 on 1869 map. House erected 1857-58).

31. *“Dwelling House Ho. 31, Two Story, Brick, ~Superintendent’s Clerik’s Quar-
+ers. In bad condition-occupied by Sanitary Commission.” (Located on Camp
Hill, Storer College Lot, Bldg. No. 31 cn 1869 map. House erected 1857-58.)

9. “Duelling House llo. 32, Two story, Brick- Fay laster’s Cuarters - In
ad condition, occupied by lledical Purveyor as quarters.” (Located on Camp

111, Steorer College Lot, Bldg. Fo. 32 on 1869 map) .

U o

-

33, “Dwelling “ouse ilc. 33, one story, rrame - on Bluff near Grave Yard-
Torn down by scldiers.” C?robably located in south east cocrner of Earper’s
Grave vard, acutting on Block EE, Lot 1, Camp Hill on 1869 map. House shown
on 1848 map in that location. Prchably Zouse lo. 62 on 1848-52 lists).



CHAPTER ZX

RENTAL OF GOVERMMENT DWELLING HOUSES, 1796-1661

The first evidence bearing on the question of rents charged
for Government Dwelling Houses appears in the Secretary of War’s
letter of January 24, 1812 to Pay Master Samuel Annin.

In that letter the Secretary ordered Mr. Annin:

rvou will require and collect such rents as you may think
reasonable for. the houses occupied by the Armorers at Harpers-Ferry,
charging rents from the 1 January 1812, and appropri&te the
proceeds of such rents to necessarX repairs of the public buildings-
rendering an account of the Same.”

The Ordnaﬁce Department Regulations that long governed the
question of rentals of Government Houses, however, were not
established until 1822. On February 22, 1822, Colonel George
Bomford, of the Ordnance, notified both Superintendent Lee af
the Springfield Ammory, and Superintendent James Stubblefield,
of the Harpers Ferry Armory:

#The subject respecting the application of the funds derived
from the rents of the public buildings at the National Armories,
has been duly considered. And the Secretary of War is of opinion
that the War Department is not authorized to apply the rents to
any other, than public purposes, arnd that it will require the
authority of an Act of Congress to apply them to the support of
Schools, or of the Ministers of the Gospel. He therefore directs
that rents shall be regularly charged to the persons wheo occupy
the buildings, and the amount deducted from the sum due them on
the Rodls, at the expiration of each quarter.

#The principal Officers at the Ammory, Viz - the Supérirntendent,
Paymaster, and liaster Armorer, arc not ircludedin the above rule,
thev will each be entitled to dwelling as heretofore - rent free.

rintendents will fix the rate at which each dwelling
d, having dus regard to the value and convienance

of each. The rents should be moderate. £&s the dwelling houses
were erected for the benefit of the public, and thesconvienancs of
the persons engagad in it, no other persons than those actually

1. Reel 18, v. 2, 2. 149.
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employed in the public service at the Armory, should be permitted
to occupy them.

#T+ will be the duty of the Superintendent to keep allthe
public buildirgs in a proper state of preservation; but the
amount expended in repairing a dwelling house should in no
instance exceed the proceeds of its rent. No other repairs

should be permitted, but than expressly directed by the Super-
intendent.

#The Superintendent is authorized to set a part a suitable
apartment for divine worship; and another or two, if necessary,
for the use of schools.”?2

The method of collecting rent is revealed by the following
instructions of Lt. Col, Bomford, issued to Paymaster McGuire,
of the Harpers Ferry Armory, on December 17, 1822:

#_ . The mode of collecting the rents at Springfield is
to charge each man, on the rolls, with the amount due from him
for rent, and to deduct the same amount credited to him for work
. done. This mode is considered preferrable, to that which you
have pursued in the last quarters accounts, and you will please
to conform to it hereafter. It will, notwithstanding, be necessary
to forward the rent roll...”

The rent rolls , for the period 1823 to 1828 will be found in
the #Statement of rents collected on dwelling houses kelonging
to the United States amwory, Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, and
occupied by workmen employed in the said armory, from the year
18923 until the close of 1828, and the names of persons from whom
collected,” prepared by Superintendent James Stubblefield, and
dated February 1, 1829-.4

This list indicates that the following totals were collected

from 1823 to 1829:

2. Reel 22, v. 3, v. 218-22C,
3. Reel 14, v. 4, p. 340-3841
4, Reel 17, v. 3, p. 238-240,
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1828: § 568.50

1824:  1,331.50

1825: 1,816.75

1826:  1,409.75

1828:  1,395.838 °

Individual rents ranged from $3.0C tec $24.00 a year, The
small amount of the total rent collected on 84 or more dwelling
houses each yvear also helps to explain why the repair and
maintenance of these dwelling houses was so inadequate and why
workmen did this type of work at their own expense, hoping to
collect this amount from the Government at some later date.

In 1830 Mr. George Rust, Jr. tood command of the Harpers
‘Ferry Armmory and Cel. Bomford issued the following instructions
for Superintendent Rust’s guidance:

#_ ..I1t is proper that all such of the old dwelling houses
belonging to the United States, as are fit for use and worthy
of being preserved, should be put in good repair. Andyou are
authorized to proceed to repair them provided the expense of
such repairs shall not exceed the amount of rents received.
Upon this subject I must refer you to the ;egulations on file
at the Amory dated February 22, 1822....7°

On July 22, 1830 Col. Bomford further advised ilr. Rust:

#  .eelt 15 believed that the amount hitherto charged as
rent has been too low. By a report of the number and value of
the buildings at the Amory, made in April 1827, it appears that
the valus of the dwelling houses belonging to the U. States,
ard occupisd by workmen was estimated at about fifty thousand
dollars. - The rent collected during the last five years, averages
scrething less than $14CC. per annum; being less than 3 per cent
on the value. It is not desired that ths rents of these houses

4

ecel 0
45-746,

Se 1
eel 1

5.

td

W ~1

r Va 31
, 8,

. 2
Ve 7

olke]

~126-



should be sources of profits on the capital invested in them.
But such rents should be exacted, as will be sufficient to keep
the buildings in a good state of repair, and to renew themn,
when decayed; so that the capital invested inthem may remain
unimpaired. '

#7 suppose that 5 per cent on the value of any house,
should be the least amount to be required as rent. Probably
a higher rate would be more correct, Upon this point however,
you will be governed by your own judgement; fixing the rate at
what may be considered liberal, and somewhat less than could
be afforded by an individual. - The rule for fixing rents should
be established before concluding the new agreements above
mentioned (for renting a government dwelllng houoe) in order that
the amount, in each case, may be inserted in the agreement...”

In the same letter Col. Bomford also included a copy of the

#Porm for an agreement granting permission to worlmen to occupy

L

.- \ . . 5
public ﬂouseé, which Rust was to review and then have every workman
living in a Goverrnment House sign. The form read:

#This agreement made this__day of __ one thousand eight
~hundred & thity _  between A. "B. Superintendent of the Harpers
Ferr armory, in “the service of the U. States of the one part,
and C. D. of Harpers Ferry, of the other part Witnesseth:

miyrst: That the said Superintendent has, by this agreement,
granted permission to said C. D. to occupy the (brick, stone or
frame) dwelling house belonging to the U. States, situated in

Street and designated on the list of public buildings at
said Armory, as number __ it being understood, the said house
is to be occupied by said C. D. and his family for the ordinary
purposes of a dwelling house; and for no other. And that it shall
be taken care of, and be usedinthe manner enjoined, by the
established regulations of the Amuory.

“Second: It is further agreed that the said Superintendent,
or his successors in office, may at any time discontinue or annul
this agresment; and upon due notice being given thereof, the said
C. D. agrees to relinquish possession of said house & premises,
and to remove therefrom with his family & effects,within ten
days thereafter; in default of which, he binds himself to pay
to the Amory Paymaster for the use of the United States {(two)
dollars per day, for each and every day that the said lLouse may
remain in the occupancy cf himself. his family, or his effects,
after the expiration of the aforssaid gperiod of ten days, 4and

it is to be understood, that at the expiration of the said

7. Reel 14, v. 8, Pa 753.
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period of ten days, the Supt. orany person by him appointed,
shall have full authority to re-enter, and take entire possession
of said house and premises; and to remove all persons and effects
theref®pm, without hinderance or molestation, and without any
liability therefor, for damages or for suit of any kind, either
in law or equity.

#Third: It is further agreed: that during the continuance
of this agreement, the said C. D. shall pay for the use of said
house, to the Armory paymaster & rent at the rate of __ dellars
per annum, payable in due proportion, quarter yearly at the expiration
of each quarter. And it is also agreed that he shall pay such
further sum, as may at any time be necessary ito repair or make
good any injuries or damagss which said house or premises may
have sustained while in his occupancy from causes not beyond
human centrol. '

In testimony whereof the parties have hereunto affixed their
respective signatures.

A. B. Supt.
Harpers Ferry Armory
C. D.”
- Witress
E. F.

Col. Bomford also proposed to make the following amendment
in the February 1827 Regulations for the Harpers Ferry Armory:

#91st, A reasonable rent will be charged, the amount of
which will be specified in the pemmit.

mig addition will be made to any dwslling by its occupanﬂb
nof will any alteration or repairs be made, without permission
of the Superintendent; any if any be made witaids sanction, they
shall give no clainm to recompense from the U. States, nor from
any indivicdual. The occupants of all houses belonging to the
U. States, are required to keep them clean and in good order and
carefully to preserve them from injury or damage,as they will be
held answerable for any such as may happen during their occupancy.”

On September 25, 1820 Col. Bemford informed Superintendent
Py 4
Rust, in regards to rents:

84, Peel 14, v. 8, pe 762-7€3.

" AP i .
Z. &?el'%;;,z,rp Tol- 742
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"o, It has been stated that public dwelling houses have been
rented out, by those who are entitled to occupy them free of
rent.-This has no doubt been done, under a belief in its entire
propriety — Such practices, however .are considred inexpedient;
and should not be permitted. Dwellings are furnished by the U,
States because of their necessity or convenience, to persons
employed in the public service, and they are not to be regarded
as perquisited. - Dwellings should be assigned to such persons
as are authorized by regulations to occupy them; at the discretion
of the Supt. - And if they donot choose to occupy them as dwellings
for their own & their families residence; the dwellings should
be appropriated to others in the public service, by the Supt.

Fuel also, is to be regarded in the same light. It should
be issued in Kind,and in no other form; to those who are entitled
to receive it; and to such an extent as may be required for actual
use, not exceeding the limits prescribed in the regulations-. o
connutation in money or otherwise, can be made for either quarters
or fuel,#S

In lovember 1832 the Inspector of National Armories and
Arsenals, Lt. Col. Talcott, inspected Harpers Ferry Armory and
recommendeds:

#[ moderate rent should be charged to the occupants (EE
Goverrment Dwelling Houseg) and the proceeds faithfully applied
to keep the tenements in good repair. liany additions and repairs
to the public dwelling houses have been made by the workmen who
occupy them. All such expenses, so far as authorized by the
Superintendent, should have been repaid out of the annual rents,
but these are extremely low, the Gov’t receiving only $2230 per annum
for 127 tenements, averaging less than 20 dollars each, itappears
probable that most of these expenditures were made without any
expectation of repayment..."

Some idea of the amount of rents received in 1835 and how
fhe rent money was spent, can be formed from lMaster Amorer
Benjamin Hoore’s letter of September 23, 1835, written as
Acting Superintendent, to Col. Bomford:

our letter of the 18th instant in relation to the amount
of rents collected, &c. has been this day received. In reply
thereto, I have to state, that the armount of rents received by
the Paymaster in the lst quarter of this year was $833,17; in
the 2rnd quarter of this year, the amount was $5804,.,18, and the
9. Reel 14, v. 8,p. 785,

10. Harpers Ferry Photostatic Collesction, Vol. 1, pa. 12.
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anount of the Rent Roll, for the 3rd quarter will be about the

same amdunts The amount of rents received by the Paymaster, has been
passed into his account according to the instructions contained

in the 27 par. of the Ord. Regulations.

#The rents have not been heretofore regarded as a specific
fund for the purposes of repairing the public dwelling houses,
but have been, when received by the Paymaster (the Collector),
amalgated with the General Armory fund.

#jo part of the rents, as a specific fund have been expended
in the repair of the public dwelling houses.

i+ the close of the present quarter, the Paymaster will
probably receive rents to the amount of about eight hundred dollars.

#Tn conclusion I will remark, that the amount expended in
the repairs of the public dwelling houses has been very inconsiderable
and the sum expended in {Tpairs, has been applied to a multitude
of very minute objects.”

In making their inspection of the Armory in 1842, the Board

~of Officers noted:

Miost of the Officer and Armorers live in hcuses owned by the
Goverrment-the Cfficers of the Armory having their houses free,
or when they are not furnished them with Public Houses, receiving
a commutation of $60 per annum; the workmen who occupy Public
Houses, pay rents averaging from $60 to $S per annum, accordirg
to the size and condition of the housess.

#__ The Board would therefors racommend that a portion of
the rents received be applled tc the erection of one or two
Dwelling ilouses annually, the cost of these withthe repairs of
the othe % not to excoea +he amount of the rent received that
Vearsas”
The system of attempting to pay for repalrs to made Government
Dwelling Houses from rent money came to an end in 1849. The

annual estimate for the fiscal year ending June 3C, 1881 statad:

"Ry Act of 3d larch 1849 (P
received for rent of the public bt

[ -~

Laws, p. 105) all moneys

amphlet
nildings have to be paid directly

11, Reel 12, v. 1, p. 73-74.
12, Harpers Ferry Photostatic Collecticn, v. 2, p. 79-80.

=
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into the Treasury, from the lst July 1849. Consequently for_ the
present and next fiscal years no funds will be available,..” 3

Henceforth money used for repair of Government Dwelling
Houses was directly appropriated for that purpose by Congresss.
In the great floods of April 1843 and the fall of 1847,
the rent money for one quarter, on each occasion, was remitted
to the Armory workmen who lived in houses that suffered damages from
the flood, afﬁer receiving the approval of the Secretary of War.l4
The rent money for the fourth quarterof 184S collected from
approxinately 141 Government dwelling houses, amounted to
41,528.26,%5 thus indicating that about $6,100 was collected from
this source in the full year of 184S.
Lfter the 1852 sale of Government Houses and demoliton of
substandard dwellings, the number of Government:Dwelling houses
was reduced from some 141 structures to between 32 and 43 houses.
Thus the total amount of rent collected each year from 1852 to 186l
must have been considerably less than the amount collected prior to
1852.
lio rent rolls for the 1852-1861 period have been located,
.but sgattered correspondence on the subject of rents suggests
that the rates of rent on Govermnment Dwelling Houses were
13. Reel 20, v. 7, p. 685,
14, ajor Craig to Lt. Col. Talcott, April 20, 1848, Reel 28, v. 2
p. 131; Talcott to Sec, of ar Port April 21, 1843, r. 19,
v. 14, p. 1406; Talcott to Craig, ay o, 1843, R. 18, v. 2, pe
142; liajor Symington to Talcott, December 28, 1847, R. 20,
ve 1, pe 20-2L; Talcott to Symington, December 31, 1847,
R. 19, v. 4, pa. 320-321.

15, Paymaster Edward Lucas, Jr. to Gerl, Talcott, February 19, 1850,
R. 2‘.’&, Ve l, pn 93.

e
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increased during this period. The rent on House New Number 30

was $100 in 1859 while the rent on the adjoining house, lew

Number 5, was $80 as compared to the maximum rent of $60 charged

on the best dwelling houses in 1842.16

16.

Acting Superintendent A.M. Kitzmiller to Col. H.XK. Craig,
Chief of Crdnance, October 15, 1859, R, 27, v. 4, p. 385-386
Craig to Supt. AM. Barbour, November 19, 185%, R. 19, v. 11
p. 1077, Barbour to Craig, January 31, 186C, R. 27, p. 637.
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CHAPTER gt

CONCLUSICNES AND __ SUMMARY

1. llethods of Construction:

Government Dwelling Houses at the Harpers Ferry Armory were
erected by one of two systems. The first and ”légal” method was
for the Covernment to erect the dwelling house. Under this mode
the Supetintendent of the Armory prepared the plans, specifications
and estimates;of the cost ofthe new houses and submitted them
for review and approval to the Ordnance Office. On approval by
this Office, tﬁey were in turn submitted for final approval by
the Secretary of War. This obtained, the plans were then returned
to the Superintendent and permission granted to him to proceed
" with the actual construction. In general, from 1800 to 1836,
the Superintendent contracted out the stone and brick work and
the carpentary work on the dwelling houses, furnishing the
contractors with the plans and specifications of the houses to
be erected., There cccurred a few cases, however, where the
Superintendent agparently erected complete dwelling houses by
utilizing Armory employees and did not contract for the construction,.

In 1837, and for the few remaining dwelling houses erected
from 1838 to 1861, the. Armory apparerntly used a “laster Builder”
and its own force of carpenters and masons to construct the houses.

The second and #illegal®” method of erecting dwelling houses,
usad from 1800 to 1832, was for the Armory wprkmenffof construct
their own dwelling houses or Governmsent land at their own expense.
Under this system the Superinterdent of the Armorv, in many casess,

\

amparently granted “permission” for this construction and in some



cases the work went ahead without his "permission”. In all cases

of this type of construction, however, no permission was granted

by either the Ordnance Depariment or Secretary of War. It is possible

+hat the Superintendent may have reviewed and approved plans for

some of the dwelling houses erected by the workmen themselves

but it appears more likely that he merely granted them permission

to build on a certain lot and that the workmen erected their

houses from pians of their own devising without any further

clearance from the Superintendent. This system of construction

undoubtedly reéulted in a wide range of quality in buildings,

varying from excellent construction to highly makeshift workmanship.

From remarks of the inspectors, it would appear that many of the

"houses erected under this system were of a very poor quality.

All construction of dwslling houses by Armory workmen was definitely

halted, on direct orders ofthe Secretary of War, in January 1832.
The Jjustification for permitting this #illegal” cornstruction

that tock nlace from 1800 to 1832, was twofold. First, no

privately owned land was availabls at Harpers Ferry which the

Armory workmen could purchase and erect thereon their own homes;

hence they built on the only land available, the Armory property.

Second, the Amory was unable to secure enough money from Congress

tc construct dwelling houses at a rapid enough rate to keep race

with the expansion of the Armory work forces, hence the workmen

5

hemselves with houses at their own initial expense until 1832,

ke
H
o)
<
‘.Q -
0,
®
Q.
ﬁ.

2. Additions and Repairs to Government Dwelling Houses:

Urecz a dwelling house was erected on Govermment property at
I 3

Harpers Ferry, the building cculd have additions made to it and be
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repaired by one of two systems. First both Government-erected

and privately-constructed houses could have additions made to them
or be repaired at Ammory expense,ﬂnder this method, the work was
carried out by builders employed especially for that purpose by the
Armoryve. Second both Government-erected and privately-constructed
houses could have additions made on them and repairs effected

on them by private individuals at their own expense., This second
method was strictly speaking #illegal”, but occurred with and
without the permission of the Superintendent of the Armory because
the Ordnance Départment was quite often unable fo obtain adequate
sums of money from Congress, and in good season, to provide for

needed additions and repairs. Another factor contributing to

reliance on the #illegal” nethod was the fact that the amount of

rents received from Government Dwelling Houses, which were supposed
to be utiliged to make the necessary additions and repairs on these
houses, were never in fact large enough to keep pace with the rate
of deterioration on the buildings.

The practice of alluwing private individuals to make additions
and repairs ito the Government Dwelling Houses was also prohibited
in January 1832, at the express orders of the Secretary of War.
Thereafter, from 1832 to 1861, all such repairs and additions were
made at Government expense and by buildsrs employved for that
purpose by the Armory.

From the above remarks, it is apparent that any Government

1

Dwelling House erscted in the veriod 18CC to 18232 by means of

either public or private construction,na wide range of variety in

~ :

the quality of the construction and worlzian_siip made in the subsequent



additions and repairs that occurred to the original structure.

3. HNumbers of CGovernment Dwelling Houses, 1810-1861.

1810: 15 dwelling houses and part of four workshops used as
quarters, also many log cabins. Work force: 197 men,

1821: 88 dwelling houses and outbuildings. Work force: 271 me.
1832: 127 dwelling houses. Work force: 349 men.

1 Work force in 1841: 398 men,

1844: 175 dwelling houses.
1850: 143 dwelling houses. 2 Work force in 1852: 354.3

1860 Between 32 and 43 dwelling houses. TWork force in
January 1859 cut from 400 to 250 men .4

4., Rate of Construction of Government Dwelling Houses:

llo. Erected by Government No. By Private Individuals ?otal listed
1796-1810: 15 houses ? lS)plus log cabins
1811-1821: 21 houses about 53 89 in 1821
1822-1832: 27 houses about 11, (see below) 127 ir 1832

1833-1844: 22 houses (last about 26, all of which
of which erected must have been built before 1832
in 1837) but claims on them were not
purchased by the Government 175 in 1844-45
until 1837-38

1844-1861: S houses 7 houses purchased with
private properyy, 1847-48,

1., This figure is obtained deducting Bldgs. lce. 176 to 182 which were
acquired in 1847-48, from the list in Chapter VIII, and adding to
it #old Pay Cffice”,

2, This figureis obtained by adding to the December 31, 1850” Recapitulation”
of 141 buildings, the Cormanding Cfficer’s and Paymaster’s (Quarters,
which were standing at that date but not included on the list.

3. Irspection Report, July 20, 1852, R. 20, v. 2, p. 120.

4, Inspection Report, April 14, 1859, Photostatic Collection, Vol. 4, p. l.
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Totals:

Ebout 80 houses erected About 85 houses Total of about 175

by the Government, from erected by private houses 1844, loca-

1786-1861. individuals from ted on Government
1810-1832. land.

Disposal of Government Dwelling Houses, 1845-1861

Total of 175 Government dwelling houses were standing in 1844 on
Armory property.

1845 to 1850: 23 buildings were demolished and materials sold.
1851 to 1852: 40 buildincs demolished and materials scld.
1853 to 1854: at least 22 buildincs were demolished.

August 31, 1852, 52 Government Dwelling Houses were scld at
private sale to Armory workmen at appraised value.

September 1 and 2, 1852, four Government Dwelling Houses
were sold at public auction to the highest bidders.

Leaving as the maximum number of Government Dwelling Houses
still owned by the Government in 1859-61, 43 bhuildings.
Purther demolition of substandard houses reduced the nunmker
+o 33 structures standing in 18858-61 period.



APPENDIX I

EXTRACTS FROM THE 1851 BY-LAWS & ORDHANCES

OF THE

CORPORATICN OF HARPERS-FERKY

from the
Virginia Free Press, August 7, 1851,

5

Pe3, cul, 2, and 3
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#ORDINANCE 4.

Sec. 1. Whenever it is determined by ordinance tc pave or grade any street,
land or alley, kuild any bridge or make any common sewer, the Mayor shall
lay down the proper grade or pitch for the same, maze contracts for all the
necessary materials and work therefor, and superintend the execution of the
work, He shall. likewise when any street, lane or alley is directed to ke
paved, as soon as practicable,mke an estimate to te subsequently corrected
if necessary of the probable cost per square yard including the curb stones
for doing the same, to ke used by the Council in laying the necessary tax
on the property fronting on said street, lane or alley, and as soon as said
tax is imposed the Secretary shall make out for the use of the Sergeant the
amount with which each lot or tenement is properly chargeable at the cost
ascertained as above, measuring to the middle of said street, lane or alley,
from each side, The tax shall be forthwith collected by the Sergeant and
paid to the Treasurer, and be subject to the order of the Mayor for the pur-
pose for which it was levied,

SEC. 2. The Mayor shall cause the streets, lanes or alleys, gutters, bridges
and common sewers, to be repaired when he may deem it necessary, and draw
upon the Treasurer for the cost of the same.

Sec. 3. When Footways are by ordinance directed tc be made, the curb stones
always to be included, the Mayor shall lay down and establish the proper grade
according to which, the several owners of property on the street, lane or
alley, where said footways are ordered, shall have the same made in front

of their respective lots or tenements within a certain reascnable time, to

be named by the Mayor, and of which written notice shall be given to the owners
or occupiers of said property, and if any owner or owners of property shall
fail to have his, her or their footway so made within the time specified,
which expense from the time it is incurred shall become a debt in favor of the
corporaticn acainst the owner or owners thus failing and before whose proper-
ty the footway has been made.

ORDINANCE o,

Sec. 1. It is hereby declared tc be a nuisance and unlawiful for any person
to make any open gutter for convying water across any footway, more than four
inches deep or more than twelve inches wide; any peron herein offending, shall
forfeit any pay a fine not less than $1 nor more than %S.

ec. 2. When footways situated on any street, lane or alley, which has been
ved or craded, require filling up, cutting down or in any manner bringing
the proper grade, the Mayor shall have notice civen in writing to the ocwners
of the property (or their agents) thereon to do what may be required with a
certain reasonable time to be mentioned in the notice; and if any of said
owners, shall not, in conformity with such notice, do what is required as

to his, her or their footway, the Mayor shall have the same done at the cost

SEN )]
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#o5f the corporation, and said cost is hereby declared to be a debt and claim
in favor of the corporation against said owner.

Sec. 3. When any footway or line of curb stones requires repairs, the Mayor
shall notify the owner or occupier of the lot or tenement, kefore which such
repairs are necessary, to have the same made within a certain reasonable time,
to be named by the mayor, and if they are not made within the said time, then
he shall have the same made at the expense of the corporation, which expense
shall become a claim in favor of the corpcration against said owner.

Sec. 4. t is hereby declared to ke a nuisance and unlawful, for any owner

or owners of property, fronting on any of the streets, lanes or alleys of
Harper—-Ferry, to have cause to be paved any fooitway in front of said proper-

ty, until he, she, or they, shall have first applied to the mayor; and he

shall have marxed ocut and laid down the proper grade, by which the same shall
be made, any person herein offending shall ke subject to a fine of five dollars.

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the mayor to cause the pavement of any foot-
way, laid or lying differently from the general grade of the street, lane or
alley wherein such foctway is situated, forthwith to be taken up and laid
down according to the true and proper grade; the expense of the same shall

~

be a claim in favor of the corporation against the owner or owners.

Sec, 6. A1l curb stones shall ke at least three inches in thickness, and
eighteen inches in depth, the ends thereof straight and the upper edges
straicht and level to the pitch of the footway, and it is hereby declared
a nuisance for any person to set a curb stone, contrary to the provisions
of this ordnance for which he or she shall pay a fine of five Dollars, re-
coverable as other fines.

CRDINANCE 6.

Sec. 1. It is hereby declared to ke a nuisance for anv house, wall or fence
or for the foundation thereof, or any part thereocf to encroach upon the true
limits of the street, lane or alley, upon which the same is situated; and for
such nuisance, the owner or owners thereof shall pay a fine of five dollars
for every day the same shall continue; and said fine shall ke no bkar to pro-
ceedings on the part of the corporation, for the statement of saia nuisance.

Sec. 2. If any three inhabitants of Harpers-Ferry shall at any time report
in writing to the town council, that a nuisance exists in Harpers-Ferry,
which will endanger the health thereoif, they shall immediately cause the same
to be exarmined and to be removed...”
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