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h McLean (01: Surrenuer) House at tne -vi.LL.age 01" Oid .Appomattox 
coui:t Hout)e, Vil-"ginia~ A S1iudy 1·or he Recunsn-uc-cion T.lle:1:·eo.C 

by 
Ralph Happel 

Junior His"tor·ioa.l T c.ilio.1cian, Appo.mat ox Cour"t House National 
His.1.orieal Monument , -Appauattox·, Virginia 

This is 1ntenaed as a comp.J.ete report on ~.lle Mateen ao.ise 

( t.a.oug.ll not the turnis.hings) to serve tii·st as the justif ica ion 

tor the CCC Job tor Arcneologica.i. Inves1;i~ tion at tile Sit and 

later 1·or t.11e Jusi;ifica tion 01· "t-he reconsuuctiou., 

It is oelieveu tna-c all pe::i:·tinen t sources have oeen 

cotlsul~eu anu ~uat no ma erial wil.J. tui'll up ~na~ ill onange 

any 01- "these rindings :re.dioal.J.y, al"thwgh we will undoub-eed.J.y 

· 1na. new material 1.n. the next several _yea1:s 01 work• 

• 

http:t.a.oug.ll


I 

McLean Place, C.urono.Logy or P:i;·openy, the Houses Tnereon anci 
Their Disappe~ ance 

One of tile most 1-'&mous .nru sea in the wor.l.d, because 01 t.b. 

implications ot a singi.e event there, was the McLean House in i-ne 

old vi.Liage 01 Appomattox court House, Virginia, wnere Lee sur-

1:en<1eree1 .Ilia Coll! ecleI·a"te Army 01' Northern Virginia to G:t'an1i, Ap1:il 

\1, ltso5, vir~uaiJ.y ending "tile .Alllerioan Civu War and ue e.r:mining 

1,ne rutu1·e ccu1·se 01 American Hi~·,01..,. Tb.a ll&ue i- Wilmer MoLoaI.i. , 

w.nos~ s ory everyone 1S:nows b~ now, i~ indissolubiy aasocia~eu wi h 

i:;he nouse. We1:e it not ror his story, 11· .he nad never let:-c Manassas 

to get out of tne war zone, tne war wouia not nave enaed in nis 

house as i_t nad begun. in his rront ya1·ct. It woula. .nave enuea., pos­

sioly, in "tne Raine House, a Slllliiar sounu, at any l"S.te. 

The .,Appomattox county Land Boo.K:sl show -cnat in lb4o Hugn Raine 

of Cuwbe1•.1.ano. ownea. J.ot 2.l in t.ne Village oi- CJ.over Hili (Appo.w­

avcox cou1·t .t:10use) .~ The next year nis p ·opez·t;y was aluea. .uig.ue , . 

vs.Lue oi· uui_ldings p.Laceo. at $uvu.uv. In lo'J:\:I, Cha1:lea A• Raine 

1. copy or pe:t:tinent portions in NPS A;ppomattox Ofrice. n:en 1ihe 
old cou1·t nouse ouilding ourned in J.tj4d 2 , i.ae J.and books we1·e in 
Ric.nmono. ror reoincung and thus we:i:·e saved. 

2. The NPS ol'i'iee a Appomattox has a map wi1ih lot nwnoers, dl'ovm 
uy w. A. Moses , surveyor, NovE1U0er 22, 1932, "Map or il6 pian 
ana J.ay u~ of Old Appomattox Coui·t House grounds as disolosed 
oy a paper rouna in tne eftects or the J.a~e w. s. Peet •sur of 
campoe.l.L county' Who did sw.":veying at and a1-ouna. t.ue p.Lace 
aoout the date .lb8v's and ero:ly lti~O's•" 
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is shown as owner with $.Luuv.uu aa.ded i'or new 1m:provemen1's. C.u.a.1.·.Les 

Raine had built "t..tl.e ho..i. se known in lli story as the :Mc-Lean Ho..t. se. Tlle 

date l.848 was. :uaa.e in·to ~ne gutte1·ing of tne nouse, according to :Mi· . 

Rag.Land Featherston, who was born there 1n .L8't4, i:ii hen b ing 'tile 

home of his g1ancl1at.n.er, N. H. Rag.J.and • ..a. MJ:. Fee. .11e1'ston says .ne 

was tolu tn.is. A.L ·tuougn ne pla ed around tne hoo se as a ooy, .ue does 

no"t remember to na e seen ii.11e uate himse.LI'. Branen Wal.leer, bo:r:n in 

lti~4, wrote in J.'dv , ne. t "soon afte:t" t.lle county was I'OJ.·m.ea, M ·• 

·aine, from CWllOeI~ana, oame to the village. I rememoer nen ~ne 

·oi·icKS wex·e r ade r or 'Raines' Tavern' , which bacame known Sti i;.n 

The ea .Lier Raine hoose was on the road (Lyncnbw:·g Pi.ke, present 

Virginia Bouie 24), in front oI· the McLean House. It .may oe seen i.o. 

the two oopies, at tne end 01· 't..i:lis pape1·, or portions or an oJ.d p1·1n·t 

in t ne New York Pub.Lio Library.~ Later .I.Olown as tne o.lu store oi 

1. Interview Wiliil Ml·. Featherston a:" .ni.s nome in ·,ne p:t:esent liO\hl. 

of A.ppoma~tox, October u, l~~v. 

2. The Lynchou.1:g News, March o, .l~Ul, typescript of article in files 
of' .Ap'poma"ttox ~t House National H1s-co1·ical Monument. Wa.J.ker• s 
artic.Le~ on O.ld APPOlllai;tox, from tue B!!!• were reprin'ted 1n part 
in ·che AP.POlil.alitox and Bucld.ngham Tlwes. Geo.1:ge T. Peers, 0..1.8.1:k 
of' t!le court ror many years, wrote a se1·ies ot a1·t1c.Les on .A.Ppom­
attox 1·rom -c.ae time 01 the su:i.:reno.er on 1n tn sou-cnsia.e 
virginian, .A;ppomaitox, in l'dv'l • 

.1. Tlus px·int is .Listea 1n StoJ.tes, r. N. Pnei.ps anc1 Haske.ll, D8.11ie.l 
c., .AnLexiean Historica.1. P i ·i -cs Eal!Ly Views at .Alir:Jrtcau Ci 1e1;3, 
Etc. From the Phe.lps Stokes and O~her Co.l.lections. New York 
.Pub.Lie Library, New Yo1·k, .L\:1~3, p. 12d - .Appomattox court House 
etc., o.rawn on the spot by ~ . Webber, Imp by J. H. Buttord & 
sons, Boston, da'te uepicted, itib - ; da~e issueu, .Louo. Size 
20.b X J. .J. • The writer sent ror a photostat, rrom which he 
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post ol'i'ice, 'tne house was moved oy MI·. N. It. Bag.Land to a point 

a l.itt.J.e east or t.ae McLean Ya11d, according to ini..Ol."lllation given 

l.Mr. Featherston by nis uncle, "' . H. Raglanu. Ili stood thei·e un-

til the spring or l~4U, wnen it was ~01-n uown by worKs Progress 

Administra"t1on (WPA.) men working 10:i· tne State Higa.way. A pnoto• 

graph taken by Dr. Porter in lld37, designin,ed as "i'•, Old Ba:r or 

Tavern", is snown in his "Pre.Liminary Report, Old Appo,mattox CoUl·t 

House Area", July 3, 1~37. 

The McLean House was. toiu down in lt:s'.:13. 

Mr·. McLean nad oought the pJ.·operty rrom tue Rttine :fa.mi.Ly. (L~ts 

2v, 21, anu 22 rrom the Estate or Eliza D~ Raine in 1803). The not -

wortniness or ne even~ or SJ.rrender was apparent to all presen~ a"t 

nis house "tha Palm Suno.ay, April~, l6tio. A study ot accounts o 

~ne eurrender snows that the Feaeral orricers oougnt or stole 

prac~ica.J.J.y all nis furniture, whether or not ne wanted to sell. 

T.o.ose wno could 1 ina not.ning else pulled up .u.i s 1 ower·s 1 o s ouveniJ. ;:s. 

Me:i:ely l.iving on the battleriela. at Manassas was not.tung to t.tlis. No 

wonder he complained oitterly to his Kinsman E. P. AJ.exanue~, tne 
I 

con1·euerai;e artillerist, aoou . 11e way the armies we1·e iollowing nini 

(Cun•t} maae ,lie pno-cog..1.:aphic copies at ~.ae end or "t, is paper. 
A smaller pnoiosta.t or 'this same prim;, oy tne Map Divisivu, 
Library of Collg1·ess, is inc.ludec:1. in Dr. C.na:d.etl w. Poi·tei· • s 
"SuppJ.ementery Repo:i:·t, Appomattox court Hwse, Virg:ulie.", 
National Park Service Region One, July 2..l., l'l:i~'i, Pla ts 1. 

Featherston interview on the ground, Oct. 12, 1~4U•• 
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a:round.1 .A,J.'teJ: tne war, McLean t::r-iea. to sel.L piuturefs ana rnal.\.E:1 a 

lrtt.Le so.uiat.tung on the tame oi .his ncuse, bu-c .a.e lost nis pr-ope· y 

as a 1~esU.Lt or oor:rowing to finance the unsucceserul ven tu:re. ttHe 

sold tne pi..ope.rty - .., - to Mr. N. H. Ragland, or Riol:lmond., who 

1.tlEU'J."!led an Appomat·tox lacty, end merc.a.andiseu in t.aat county a nu.u1ber 

or yearstt. 2 Autua.L.Ly he ao.Ld tne property, iots zu, ~1, 22, and pa~t 

or 2~ ana 3l, to Jo.bn L. Pascoe or Baltimore, as noted in tne land 

.;.:·eco1·ds i:'01.. l8o~, N. H. Ragland acquiring t.ue McLean Huuse i11 .Le>72. 

"In January, .Lb~l, tne p1-ope1·ty was acquireu oy 1141' . • E. Dunlap 

roi· tile purpose or J:ernoving tne nouse to -cne Cniaago ··lorlCi' s Fair. 

Later Mr. Dunlap decided to re-erec~ ~ne building on a pe~"'illanent site 

in Wasnington, n. C., and. had tile bui.Laing torn duwn ro1• t.11a purpose . 

Again nis p.J..ans went awry, anct the unsnel.1it;jred pi.J..e or or1cic ana 

imDers were (sic) lert to tne ravages of na~ur~l decay and souYenir 

huntersn.3 

In tne beginning the .Loca.L peopJ.e were apparent.ly no t entirely 

aware of Dunlap's i tentions. The second nurnoer or ~ue irst news­

paper had a littJ.e piece rUl.J. or tne expansive cheer of rural joUI'llal.­

ism "Appomattox c. H., Oct. 12.- col. • E. Dun.Lap an.ct wire 01 

l. Alexander, E. P., "Lee a1i Appomattox", The Oen tury Magazine. 
April, l~v~, vo.L. LXIII, no. u, P• ~~l. 

2. ,Appomattox and Buckingham Times, .A,ppoJJlattox coui't House, va., 
Thursday, May i:)1, 1&~4, :rrom the Richmond Dispatch., May_ 2'1, .l.6~4. 

3. 0' Brie.n, R. A•, at-corney at .Law, Appomattox, Absu-aci; ot Ti le, 
McLean HOUSE::l pl operty, typescript presented by .uim to riles oi" 
ACHNHM 
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Niagara Fa.1.ls, N. Y., a.L·e on a vial. t to co.1.. R. B. PooJ.· nea.1.· .Al)pom­

a"t-cox cou.i:t.nuuso. Col. Dunlap is part owuel" or tue 'Surrenae.1: Huuse• 

and is '&.oday engegea. with Mr. Plecker ot Lynchrurg 1n aking pnoto­

g:ra:phs of t.ne a11·1·e:ren t .ilistonoa.l. points iu t.uis sei..;1,ion. The 

Co.Lone.L wi.1.L .1.ea e in a 1·ew a.a s ror Cnicago to runu r his l:tJ.tel·est s 

ati -cnis place • . {ni.J.e he ta.Lies in a vei· conservative manne:i: or llis 

prospec s to build up t.nis place, we gather rrom .b.iru tnat i1 is con­

Iident of success. He appears to be a t.no1~ugn. man ut ousines~ and 

we may xpec·c in"'erest_mg d.eve.Lopments at t.ois plaoe in the near 

1future" . T:0.e Colonel. doubt.Less ta.l.ked ver·y oonsei·va,;ively, since 

he planned to tear ,t1own .1.at.ner than ttto build up "his place". They 

knew b~tte1:· soon, however, a.s attested by anot.b.e1· article, "The o.L ~ 

brick hcuse situated at the old courthouse site and iolown in .O.is'tory 

as _the MaLaw ( sie} house, in which Gen. Lee and Grsnt met anci agree 

upon tne -cel.'lllS or surrenue1·, will soon be 1·emo eo. 1·rom i ta old s an 

to Washington city, where it Wi.L.L be .1.:e-e1--ected and converted in o a 

museum for- war x lies. The pi·anotei·s or tllis salleme l't;Oentl.y paia 

ten thousand aollars tor the olu man::;ion . 

"M~ssrs. He.ray a.nu HancocK are now engagea. in tearing a.own t.o.e 

old s-cruoture and wil.L aiso re-erect it in Washingtonn.2 

l. The Appomat-cox and Buek:ingb.em 'I11.~s , Appomattox court Hailee , va., 
Fi.. iciay, Octooe1· l'=, .Lts'd2, p • .1.. Tnis is tne new couri; Houa.e, 
or present. ·town or A:PPOJ.n.8.t-Cox. Tne county seat was moved from 
the old village to Appomattox Station a:I'tel' a l"ire, Februaiy 1, 
18\12, dest1·oye<1 the o.Lct court house at tile old vilJ.age. 

2. ~·, F1·io.a~, Ft,bruary J.?, l8'd3, P• .Le 
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Later we n.:uti. ·1-uat, in May o:r' .Lt;ld~, "Col. M. ,. E• I)Unl.op (!!.£) , 

of Chieago, is here in the in·c~i·est o! his en"e;i;·:p1·is1:,, tile 1·e• 

moval end re-erection o.r·the ola MQLe.ne (~) house in Washing-&on 

citytt.l Whatevei· his plans that May, as ne lookea. on the pile 

o:t· 1ubble, nothing more was ever a.one, and that, ror all. one Knows, 

was his last 'trip to AJ>pom.ettox. 

T.a.e orfolk and Westexu RR nas no record or any ru.ate.L"ia.L at 

all leaving :for Washington, or any o·i;,.ner place.2 

The next .wendon in .ae l.oca:«. paper is a quo a ciun :from the 

Ricbmond Dispa-i;ch3 -- tti11.ne house was t oin a.own prepare. to1:y ·co re­

r.u.ov ing it to Washington, but for some reason it sti.l.L ,,.ramains 

thei·e with a ©,taro. to wa'tch over it to keep ol'f a.epi"eda tors and 

.t·e.1.ic•huntei n. 

This guard was "ol<i Bo·b Browning, son 01· a renegade YanKee", 

hil..ed by the Dunl.aps, and. the:ce aoout ten or welve years, whethe1• 

or\ not paid fo1· that length o:e 'time. lVIy 1nro1-mant ror this fact 

is ML·. J. R. Horsley, or A,ppomat~ox County, who wi~i oe quo~ed on 

more l!llpoi• ant mai;-cers rurther on. 

HancocK and Ha1dy contributed to poste1·ity ·cne moist iiu:pu.i:tant 

sou1-ce 1·01· ecoustruction o:r tne McLean House, now consiciei·eo.: -

.L. ~·, Thu,l'Ba.a • .May 18, .l 'il~. 

~. Letter to ACHI'Ilifvl, dated Roanoke, Octooer 3 1 lij4'J. 

3 • .ApPomattox and. Buckingham Times, T.nursday, May ~l, J.894. 
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II 

The Hubard-Hancoc~ Plans and 
Speci:t'1ca tions 

In the Appomattox and. Buc.tcingham Times ro:r Oc· ooer 1, J.8'i:12, 

"Appomat ox 1-cEmS", Ml·. C. w. Hancock is re'.ferred to as an arcili• 

'tect and bu1.Laer. In succeeding numbers ills ad er1iisement is 

i-requent.l.y noted. Tne news item naming .nun as t.ne man w.ho to1·e 

down the McLean Rouse 1·0.1• Dun.lap .has beeu given above. 

The rirm maae specii'icat1ons ror tne rebuil01.1ng o:t' t.ue nouse 

and Mr. :P... c. HubaI:d mac1.e sketcnes. Tnis mater·ia.L is enant and. 

.has been purchased 1·1·01n t.o.e heirs of' the n.1.1n b;y me Na lonal PaI'.h.: 

service. 

Before tina.L purc.naae, tne WI'iter or this paper was co.wmissiolled 

to tue t.ue HancocK mat J.-ia..L 'to various expe1~ts in Washington ro 

thei~ opinions as to its authenticity, a step tats.en by ~ue National 

Park Service as a matter or routine pr caution ~"a~her nan because 

oi any ac~ual dcuo. Favorable opinions of autnentici~y rrcm the 

Manuso1·ipt Division o:r tiie Libr-ary 01 Congress, ne anuscript. 
' ~- , ,2,,· ri 

Stitetion ot t.n.e Fea.e:r.tU. Bureau or Iuen,i;Uioation, an<t tile Division 

ot Repair end. Pi--eseJ::va ,;ion or tne N .Uonal. Archives al.L oincicled. 

'l 1he exammatious we e waue during the 'W8e.lt ot Sepliembe1· l\), 1\#~, 

anct are iUll~ reported in .tue wr1 -cer' nari·a'tiv e repu.1:t o.r· Sep - 1 
~'-11 

embe1·, l~4U. 1IJ I 
~~"~j 
~f) 

'I 



Posi i e photostats or tne p.J.ans and a typed copy of the 

speeifioa"Lions axe inc.luded at the end of this essay. They wiJ..J. 

1·017m the chie1· souxce of inl'.OJ.lllat1on for archeo.J.ogis·ts ana. a1·c.n1-

teci;s in .tl.e reconst1-uction 01· wie lvlcLt:,an House anu WU..J. b accepi;ed 

as t1·ue in al.J. eta1.Ls ex.oept where O"ther evio.ence shows reasona·ole 

cause to lllaKe changes, as wl.J.J. here1nafte1· appear. F r· the most 

pai~, reco.J.J.ections or Appomattox citizens _and o.J.u accounts ur the 

house <.;o.1:1·000.1·ate tne plans, thcugh p.ho · og1'8.phs anu recollectio~. 

correc details aua. J.ilum1nate aud acte1 to our .t010V1.J.edge consiaer­

abJ.y. . 

III 

The EV1~euce Seen in I.J..J.ustrations (Phoi;ograp.ns & Drawings) 

wa.,:time Photog1~phs. 

The McLean House photographs "taken at the time o:t the Civil 

war are ava1.J.ab.l.e to us in two col.Lections and two oooks. wart1me 

Pllo-cographa ot this p.J.ace in othe1· sources tui·n mt to be copies 

01· these 1 ,;ems. 

co.L~ectlon~: T~e u. s. Signal corps, vmose nistorioal pnoto­

g1"'8.ph col.1.ec"&io.b3 is a.Lways va.Luab..Le an.a. reaa.11 ava ilable, has on 

ww:time nega~1ve 01· the .McLean House, 01· which e. contaot p:rin-c is 

shown at t ne end of this report. Tlle Brady co.u.ection, Librar:y of 

congress has th.re pr nts, nos. 221, 223, an 224 (Library ot con­

gress numbers). The Library dos not bave 'tine negatives. Junior 

His"torioa.l. Tec.nn1e1an F.Loyd Taylor copieei lihese pnnts ror D:i·. 
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Charles Porter• s P.re..Liminal·y ·Rttport ..P...n A,p:po:manox, l~~·t. Mr. TaY.L r 

has tne copy negatives at tne FreuericKswrg or:ric:e. Copy prints o:r 

ea ch are shown at the end 01· tb.1 s 1•eport. 

Books; Ea1,on, Edward Batiey (:publisher}, 01·1gina.L Photographs 

Ba t~etields During the Civi.L War of the Unite States 

By Matthew B. Brady and Alexander Ga1.--oner. Hal·ti...ord, conn., .L~u·,. 

On page 10~ a photograph oi'" the McLean Hou ati is s.b.o,m, the cap ion 

stating that it v.es taken a iew houi·s after he su1·1"ender. Thii:i is 

the same as L10:ra1y or Congress print 221. Mi3.ler, Francis Trevely~ 

(ed.), The P.b.oi;og:rap.b.io History of the Oivi Wa:r· . lu vols. Review 

o:t· Beviews, New York, l':.fl2. On page 3l5 o:t" volume 3 a picture of 

the McLean House appeai.·s, the same as the Liorary f congress p1·int 

i23; 223, in act, taKes in more ground, showing more o~ the well 

h use. 

A s-c;udy or ti.b.ese tour <filii't·arent waI·time photographs, all o-S: 

which are 1nclucied a the end o:r tni.s paper, gives us an exoelleni­

idea or 'the a:ppea a:i.ce or ·he l'ront or tha McLean House ai; th:e iii.ule 

or the Civil wa:r , t.ne condition to w.klich it shoulu oe :t·e1::11;0:red. 

'l1he ~ear of the house, 1·or which we ha-ve a pos · war :p.llotograpn, wil 

t>e discusse lat r. 

The signal Corps :prmt, being m::>re oi' a close-up, and b ing a 

aontact Pi"in't frorr1 an original negative, shows more detail. T.nie 

print (no. B~o~3~) ana Libtery of Congress prints nos. 22.l and 223 

allow that tll house was a rectangulai" bric.ie st1--ue \ll with a woouen 
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shingle gable i..001' ano. inside chimneys, one at eacn ena.. The bond 

1or the oricKwork was Flemish, a brick-and-a h ada:r·.l .1:he.i:e wera 

twos orles aoove a groun r100~. A high porcn, on ~he i~ Bl o 

~he r irsi stor-J, ran across the entire length o the house, sup­

poI·--cee1 by six squar brick posts rrom the ground, abo e WAich_ e1·e 

square wooden posts supporting the porch roof. The porch roof wa 

railee1 in. Tne woouen steps to tne poI"Ch had a hanu rail on ei her 

sia.e, and a :railing xtended around the porch. Toe door ~o the 

rirst ~ioor was midway oI ~he house, ~1rectly in line with the 

mia.C1le 01 iJ.e porch steps, a simila:i:- <iooi: opening on -cne porch xoo1·, 

Each door was 1·1ankeu oy a wino.ow Oil e1the1· siu , Lili ay oe1'wee1.1 the 

door and the corne~ ol ~he house. The house enu wa.1.~s nad no win-

dows. 

Mo~e teohnicai uetaiis, such as ~he type of raiiing on the 

porch root, can be 1cunu by arcllitects who s"tudy tne pho ographs, 

The Hancock-Huoaxd drawings ehou.ld be camparen with hesa photo­

graphs carel'ulJ. , an any necessary correc &ions to t.ne plans shoul.o. 

be ma.Cle, because 1t must be remem.ber·eu that the a1·aWinga were 

executea in lti\1~, a.I·tar certain changes haa. oocu1·red. 

As to the g1·ound .1.ayout or the p ace, an out·builuing of' some 

1. Note ne cop~ or Hancock's Spec1fiea~ions, P• 2 an P• ~ a~ the 
end of" "tJJ.is pape1·, in w.nic.b. he says t.b.e front wall I'i·o.ui po1·oa. 
f .LOOJ.' to cornice was Flemisn; everywhere else, every aixt.h 
course was macte up or headers. 
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sort is seen on t.b.e :right and another in "the lett real. In t1: nt, 

a awall w.ni te lattice wo1·.it .noose appea1·s, the we.ll house. Library 01 

congress p11.nt 22~ s.aows that the t·enoe ac1·oas the outside frunt oi 

.ne grounu.s a.Long .Ile road is a pie.Ket i:ence with the horizoni;al 

timbe.1.:s apparent.Ly on the inside anc1 a "Gap" aJ..o:ug "'.lle "op. The 

·t1·ees oan be pretty well spot·ted also (See no,;ai ions on. Hu ard 

drawing~ SB.ea l, a enci or tnis pa:pe1·). 

wartime Sketcnes. 

Sketches are na ·turally not as authen1iic as pll.otograp.us, but 

ola sKetches orten timas show mo:re f1e.Ld t.nan pno~og:raphs taKeu 

beto:re -cne aay ot wi e augle lenses. Various ww:time a.ra ings oi: 

t.ne McLean House, many oeing copies 01· adaptations or 01Jno.1:s, aJ;-e 

avail.ab.Le. 

A gooa one is to be xound in Loss1ng•s Plctoria.L History.l 

The house is 11K:e me p:O.otog1-aphs and shown a.Lso a1:·e 'two, pe1:aaps 

~nree, ou1iouiluings along ~.na a.l.l.ey wet of the h<:use {i.e., the 

l~aclert S I'ig.llt; th a..Lley is at righ"t tlD.g.L S 1iO mliin 1:oad, Which. 

the house fronts). A similar pic'tur-e is toune1 with a magazine 

a.t·tiele oy Lossing.2 These a.1·awing_.s are 1ine sort in whicn it is 

1. Lossing, Benson J'., Pictorial History of 'the Civil Wa.r in n.e 
Uni ·ced Staiies . Three vo.Ls. T. BeJ..tcna:p, Har·uor , lt,ob, vo.L. ~, 
p. ~t>t:>. A pnotostat is shownJ~D1·. Pu..1:te.L· 'a Pi·elimnai·y Repoi· , 
op. ui i;. 

2 . Lossing, Benson J'., "The Historic Bui.Ldings 01· Aloorica. VI. The 
McLean House, .APpomattox Court-Hwse, Vir~1nia", Po·t-cer•a ~neri­
can Montbly, .An Illustrated Magazine. Phi.Lade!p~ia , June, .L8 5, 
vol. IV, no. 42, P• 4Ul. 
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ha d to ,;all whetuer the hoose is supposed to oe i'ra.tne or bl·ick. 

Lossing 1n the text, however, plain.ly says br1ek. · 

In a s~etch o - .;he Village in Battl s ana. Lead.el's1 end wino..oy.s 

ere erroneously uepictea in the McLean Hcuse·anu no outouilUings ap­

peai.·, but the rirs t !iaine House, see page 2 01 -chis repori;, is 

shown. 

Ha1·per' s Pict rial Hi sto1.7 has a urawing wi t.il the outbui.Lc11ng 

showll, tlloo:gn lle 1'ence, Judging by 01'.h~r .material, seems to be 

wi•ong.2 

.Best drawing, to my mind, is ·t.ue Weboe~·-Burfora. priut, alJ:eady 

ci liea.. The copies or -cht: lnVO poi:·tions ·ltnereor, includea. a" ·ch~ auo. 

01· ,;hie paper, sllO\lld be studieo. ca1·efull • That wil..L t>e ctil:)cussed 

mo.L-e I.U..L.l. later, The view rrom SW shows the rea1· or the houet:, 

may be noted., tut any <1etails are hio.den by i;he thio.ic. shmfob&~y 

dI·awn 1n. 

va uaole also are two sketches, one or -c.b.e village and one ot 

'1McLan~'s House", with Hendersoll and cumpany's Map or A,pponia:ttox, 

.L6oo. The Libl9ry of Congress and the War Department have copiea 

of ,;his map, a p.hotosta. t or which appears in n- • Cha:des Porlier' :s 

Supplemen ary Repol't, p1-ev·1ously cit d. 

1. Johnson, Robel t Underwooa and Buel, C.Lai·ence · Clough (ea.a. ) , 
Ba tles and Leaders or the Civil Vl!!:• 4 voJ.e. The cen1:u1·y co., 
New Yor~,~st:Jt:s, vol. IV, p. 'l3J.. The s~etch is pno os~a ical.1 
reproduced in Dr. Cnarles Port r·' s P:reliminai·y s°"'uny, op. uit. 

~. Guernsey, Alfred H. amt. Alden, !enry M,, :a:ai.-peI·' s P1.c-cori 
History of the Gr-ea ti Rebellion," 2 ola. Harp r aua. B1:ot:O.e1~s , 
New Yo1-K , l~ob-uti, vol. 2, P• 767. 
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Photographs Ta1ten Al'ter t.ne V ar. 

'J;nese picrtu s bea:i• cut the Civ1l War pnotoe:;raphs aud show 

cnanges. They r~preaen~ a period to be ignored in the I~con­

struction, which snou.ld be or ne ldo~ ncuse, out tne very cha.uges 

are 1mpor~ant in that ~¥ino.1cate the good ~aitn 01 tne Hubard­

Hancock: d:i·awings, wn.icn were 01' the .l8~3 hruse end. grounas . Ii' 

we lla.O. o_!.lly·1. the wartime photographs and the Huba1·d d.x·aw;ngs, we 

shoula. be conl:'ronteo. with either the assumption,P.f change or clis­

be.1.ier in t.ile detai.La or t.b.e drawings. As it is, we Jmow or the 

changes. 

One change to be noi;ed concerns the roo1·. Woouen shingles 

in the 'ov's give way to a covering or tin in the later photographs. 

P:r·oof o! -che t·ac-c that the roof had oeen mao.e o wooden shingles, 

other than the p 001 of the older photographs, is round in a .1.ocal 

news item meniiioning hat r. George T. Peers had "a beautifu.L 

miniature mooel 01 the llouse mane out of a .shingle from t_n:e 01·1g1nal 

1.·001'"• .AJl,o ·the:t: change is he absence 01· the poI ch I·oor l·ailing. 

These later pietu:res can also oe valuabJ.e ror t.ile_reconst1i.icrtion, 

the Ste ens one,_ shows tlle oor detai.l f'or instance, bette~ than ..h 

wartime views and also shows plainly that a window existen on each 

aic:te, at -he ground 1'1001· level, immediai;e.Ly under ·4,lJ.e upper windows. 

Detai.Ls ~ike these nad not changed from the war days. 

1. APPomattox and Buc~ingham Ti.mes, Thu1·suay, Nov. 12, 18\:16, p. 3. 
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The lateJ:· pictures, :tront e.Levation, are as 1·01.Lows: 12:,! 

Steve11s P.notog:r-apn -- contact print 1ncludec.t w1 th t.llis 1·epo.1: • Ml·. 

Frank Stevens, or Lynchourg, Virginia took the picture abou·~ 18'75. 

He and Mi. Randolph Harrison·, a lawyer,aJ..so o " Lynchoui--g, were 

visiting col. R. B. Poor-e, a prominem; Aypomatiox atto1·n y. 

Mr. Stevens made tue necessary aajustments or il1S iew came~a 

an<i got in ti.le pictul·e hiJllsel.r. He stanus wi-c.u his naud on .he 

poi·ch ra.il. The man with the Napoleon II whiskers is Co.L. Pao.re. 

MI·. Ste ens .1:1as greoirusly donated the negative, an old glass 

plate, to tae ,Appomattox Court House National Historical M~numen~.i 

Tne. Plecker Photograp.lls. The rirst Plack r puotog aph wllieh we 

know aoout ie a pi<nu:,:e of the McLean Huuse dr-ape<i in b.1..a.ok foi· 

Grant's tunera.l, .lo~~. A contact• print was locateu oy tne w~i~er 

end copieo. by m.m, toe owne1· being Mr. ·Ca.Lvin Robinson, edi~co- and 

publ.isher o the Times-Virginian, Appomattox, Vi:£.·gin1a. A pi·int 

from tne copy negative is inc.Ludea. with t.il1s 1~po~~ • .An iuen ioal 

pnotograpn taken t.ile day before Plecker•s nas oeen pUbiicised oy 

Mi • Fae. .ileI·ston and • Jerry Burke, oi Appu.llla~tox, owners of a 

plate maue n·oru the o.I·iginal photograph ownea. oy M. s. HorreI·, a 

1. 1·.uis p1.criu1·e was .Looatea. i.tuou@l th gooo. o1'f ices or MJ.·. Pendle• 
ton u1w:·.1t, Lynchou1·g arC!l.1:tect ana. adi.,isor 1,0 t.ne Mvmw:ient. 
Letter t'l·om Clark to tne .A.c·ting Su~x·in1iendent, Augus't ~, l\14V. 

Vis1t or the vr.L'i t r· to Mr. S1;evens, Ocliouer 21, l~w, Stevena 
Lumbe~ Coi, Peop.Les Banlt Building, Lynchburg. Ml'• Stevens is of 
EngJ.is.b. birth. anu .aaa not been in this count1·y long wuen.d1e took 
the picture. 
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granuson o Charles Raine. A oopy of this pictu~e is i~ tne fuUse\lul 

av stiat o d, Le •s 011·t:Up.l.ace, Vlestmore.Lanu Couut:y, Vn·ginia, 

along with a printed. a1·1·a _avit, both p:r·esented oy MI·. Fea-c.o.e1:s on. 

T.ne o:!·oadside s,:;a s that the picture is a goou .li.tceness of th 

nouae and tlla · it was taken on tne day 01· G1·ant 's i'uneral, d. po i­

tions made by various ola residents and p~ominent Virginians in 

l~u • I-c seems thai; Plecker came over tne next da , aftei:· the 

drapes had been taken d.own and al..l the black b~nting nad 'to be 

strung up again for nim, a not unheroic task, since a . least on 

o.ld comedera"te wanted to fight · about the idea or mow:·ning for 

G:r'6nt.1 

As does tha Stevens photograph, t.b.is picture 1ep.c·asents ,:;be 

house still in rair repair. 

The next rro.a,; view by Plecker shows b.e ouse in ·t>a.d Sllape, 

obviousl:y some ·t,lllle .late1, Mr. end Mrs. J8llles Clel_ana. ot" Lynch-

u1·g nav& an o:l.'iginal print ol' tru.s pictUl'e, pui·chaseo. b~ them 

some years ago when P.Leo1rnr sold out nis e:f'1'ects. A copy negative 

01~ anotne:r: orlgina.l print of this pnotogra.:ph is in the U. s. 

Signal co1--ps co~iec~ion, BA.-74, print included with this report. 

t ore grouna is taKen in tnan in tne C.ielan~ prlnt. The va.J..ue oi 

tnis picture is that it shows p.Lain.J..y the ice nouse to the eas-c 0£ 

the house. The .Litt e lattice ~rk building in fi·ont oi- -che n.ouae 

in the wartime photographs was the well houae. Ei t.ner t.u.a well 

• Interv1ew With MI·. Featnerston, op. cit., Ocii. ;j), l~4V. 
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nouse or the camera angle .b.id tne ice house in those pie 1,ures. In 

he Plecker pnotog1'ap.n unaer eonside1·ation, a ilOO. se no l0Dge1· covers 

t.o.e well ana t.aererore t.o.e ice hoo.se can be seen pl.ainl.y. The 

gab.le roof oi' 'tile ice house goes right down to tne g1..cund. 

Mr. Featherston, quoted above, says 'that is now he rememoe1~s 

it. A 1.01; 01' people are standing 01· sitting around in this picn;u1·e, 

indicating S0ill8tn1ng o! more tnen usuaJ. 1n"te1"es,; going on; 1\na:.i.e:x­

more -&lla bad z·~pair or t.ne house 1na1cated tha,, the pe1:ioa is sotu 

tillla arter the Pl.eCAer pho~og1""8.ph or ~BBu, when -~ne repair was e~1ii 

fair, --.. all 01 which leads me to -oelieve tqt this was one of ,;he 

pllo,:;ographs tSKen b~ Plecker 1·or llUnlap 1n i~1:12 ( see page 5 abov-e). 

Rea1· View. 

,Anotuer Plecker p.notogra.pn, per.naps also taken ror Dun.lap, is 

mos·t valuao.Le. (Ii' these Plecker p.notographa we1·e taken :toi· Dunlap 

to aid in 1--econstruction ~t tne .nouse in tne l8~0's, it is inte1~s~­

ing to no~e tnat tney may tina.Lly be used ror tneir or~ginal pui·pose 

in tile 1~4U' s). This pictul"e is the only one we .nave oi the rear of 

the house. A print is exhibited in the Valent1ne Museum, washin5 on 

..and Lee University, Lexington, Virgin1a, from wnich we .tlaYe secured 

a copy negative, :"-maue by a Lexington t}.ilo ograpner. A print from 

our nega~1ve is included at the end ot tnis repo1·t. Hel'e two win­

~ows are snown, one on eituer side or a door i n the center, on the 

groun_a. . !'loor. The rirst ( tnoogh one is temptea to say second} 
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i '.loor winuows on ei t.hel side ol' a door are similar n a1·i"angement. 

Tnis door opens on a rear poi·oh. Tne rear porch nas 11ot a :tl.at 

roo1·, like. the I·ront po1:ch, but a gehLe 1·oot; and the rea1· porch 

does not extend all across tne nouse, but only aoout ne uoor. 

Three wi.na.ows run ao, ·osa the top floor. Tlle:r:e are appa.ctmtly no 

.ma:rks on t.ne bricli:wo:r-k -co indicate that the porch. at the ree1· eve 

ran ail acioss he .uouse. One reature of 'the rear porch, as ne1·e 

shown, however, is a late1· addition and p..:esumaoJ.y not of 1Soo. 

Tnat is tu.e raUing. W.a· . Featherston says tha·t his unc.Le Tz-ent 

Rag.Land put the :rai.Ling there ai'ter .his LUOthel"· (Ml.. . Feat.tuu·s on• s 

g1-enchnotnar) i'eJ..L oti' the porch emptying ashes • .L 

The rear or t.ne ice haise is seen in tnis pic ·ure and also 

palt o · a shed in rear 01· tile main, il'OU$e. A pic~et :renu is t:,,Vi­

dent on tne westei·n side 01· tbe :YIU"<l ( uacKg1•ounct. o:t' picture) • No'te 

that the rear brickwork has ev·ei·y s x'lin cow se .oeade.1·s. (Sse i"Ooli­

note 1, P• lu aoove}. Sooolihing else worthy of note is the mattei· or 

gi..ound level. In tile 1·ront views, one sees tha he ground_floor 

· leve.l, unuer tne porch , was be.Low tne yarQ level. In 1iile bac.k, ~he 

groune1 tloox· was level with tne yar·d. The cornice, gu tteri:ng, ana. 

downspouts ill the rear are simiJ.ai· i;o those u.ei;ails in 1ron1i . T.ne 

steps, as shown, l'I·o.m the rear porch to tne gr·ound. may o:r, may not 

·oe 01· tne Ci il wax perioC1, a p1•ob.Lem "01· tne ar~tects to decide. 

J.. Feathers-con inte:i...view, Oci;ooe1: .L21 .L~4V. 
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Interior. 

S cill ano-vner Plecker pnotog1~aph 1'rom Le:xiugton constit-utes 

our on.1.y pilotographic scu roe ror tn.e interior of tne house. This 

view shows t.ne au i·ender room. A copy Pl"int 1s appended to this 

l'epo:r-t. The walls seem to be pl.ain wni te p.Laster and t.o.e wooawo1is: 

simple, apparentl:9 blacK 01~ a:ck "c,rown ln color. Tlle fireplace, 

Ill8lltel, and .nea:ri;h show up niceJ.y. Sil1ce .nouses 01· tnis· P81.1.0d 

(i.e., l.046, lil.Le ouildi1.1g ate) were usual y I'inis.tl.ed inside in a 

uni ···01m manne1·, we can assume tnat tne surrender room was J.ilte tne 

otne.r roans. In the houses stil.J. standing in t.ne vil1.age th.e 1--ocms 

are usuru.iy au. a.LiKe in any glven. nouse. We note, noweve:r, that 

"&he windows in the room opposite the sw:·r·ender i·oom wei·e mo;;: e 

laborately mou.J.aed. and had pauels uDder th61Jl reaohi:}!g to the :t:"l.oor. 

(copy ot HencoaK's Spec1r1oetions at end of this pape~; p. 6). 

Before leaving the suuject or postwar photographs, th~ photo-

graphs of tne McLean Hw se 111 a .Litt.Le series callea. The Rs aJ. ti-

ca in Romane should be noted. A front view is ~ike the_Plecker 

p.notogra:ph o the place draped :f·or Grant' a 1·unaral. A 1·ea1• vi w is 

identical to 11· not tn.e same aa Plecker' s ree.i.· view. A til.ir is a 

view 01 tne vi.l.Lage 1rom t.l'.l.e west; a wnite outbui.J.di~ be.tl.ino. th 

.nouse has a chimney and is without a doubt the s"tabl.e; other shads 

seem to be t.tie:t·e out are obscu1·ed ·by foliage end t.ne bad reproduc-

tion. 

l. .Mariru.am, Edwin (ed.), B-'-tn.ae1·s Fo:a:: Ever, Tlle Age or Union, lti5 
l8v8. William H. Wise ana. co., New Yor1' ana. C.tlicago, 1~12, vol. 
~of the series, pages 44o, 44?, and 462 respectively. 

lB 

http:outbui.J.di
http:usuru.iy
http:I'inis.tl.ed
http:ouildi1.1g
http:P81.1.0d


Pos twa1· Printa.. 

One postwar· <Jl·awing is 1n i;er·esting. I1i :resemo.le ~11ne photo­

rep a and is oarefu.l.ly done. Tne ice nouse snows p.La1nly. This 

engraving by Dresher appears in GI ant's Memoirs anct. a pno-cog ·apb.ic 

copy by the writer is inetl..uded. in this iUeport • .l 

I 

w1...i tten ana. Other Descriptions 01· the McLean Hous 

Most of the contempo1aly ao.u ear.Ly w·iters on ne Civi~ war 

seem to uaye rese - iled t.he i:act tlla-c so g..r:eat an ev nt as i;ne aur-

1:eno.er o;- Lee's al.my occuri:ed in so sma..u a -cown as AJ:)porna -.;ox 

coux•1, House. The har y ever llu.ied 'to nantion tue size, so 

sma.Ll indead t.nat a .Rionmond pa.per cou.La not .Lo'-a "te "tne pJ.ace a-c 

:f11• st; '&hen repo1·ted on April 14, J.800 t.na ·t at .1.as,:; it as ao.Le to 

nao.e the place 01 sui·renae1·, an ooseu:r.1:J .lJ. l; le village called c.1.ov·e1· 

Hill, nea1· L.Yncb.burg. Fou:r: days .i.a1ier it copies a dispe.tc.n n·oin t.ue 

New Y'or.1t: Tl.Illes, giving -cue name as .Appoma c-.:;ox COUl·t House and men­

2tioning t.ue I·eaidence or Ml·•• cL n. 

We B.I·e no pa:cticuJ.ai?J.y concerne ne1·e wi 'th d scr·iptions of t.tle 

1. G..c·e.nt, U. s., Persona.l [emo1.rs, 2 voJ.s. Charles L. W bater an 
co., New Yor.i:C , .l8bb, YO.le 2, facing P• 488. 

2 , The Ric.tuuona. Whig, Friaay Morning , April 14, J.800 ana Tuesday · 
Morning , APr1J. .LB, J.OOo. . Riabmona, it must ·oe ad!nitted, was 
oadly orr ror news anyway. The Wh1g, whicn had 1;u1ued nJ.oyal", 
was made up mostly .Ol'.' reprints and so was t.ile new pape1·, the 
·times, estao..i.ishe<i A,pi--il 2.J., 1865. Th other papers were 
bui·ned out in tne great r ire, 
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village, though one m1gn t be quoted - 0 T.ae town o onsists or1 about 

i'ive .houses, a tavem, ana. a court house, a.Ll on one stree't, and 

that was boarded up at one end to xeep tile cows out. On ·ne rign.t 

hand side as we went in was "Qle pr1nciple residence, owneu by M1·. 

McLean - - -tt.1 Not counting out buildings and aauins, hat seems 

a tair picture. 

w· .l.mer McLean 's Hcuse is desc:!.'ibeCl varioo.s.1.y all i;ne way :r:1·om 

a lain rarm house to a mansion. We can see 1'01· ourselves in the 

photographs that it was an ave:re.ge substantial .mt,ddle c..Lass .nouse,. 

no more and no less. 

!he contemporar~ Northern papers, asiae rrom tmi:r occasional 

condescending lione, give us several valua b..Le bi ts o:e in1·01·.aia ti on. 

Fo1· instance, L. L. Crounse, lihe New York Times corr-espona.ent, wno 

got .ais inI orl!la1;1on, he says., ,fl~m Col. TeJ.. P. Shat1·ne.r, "line 

erninen t telegrepn anginee1•tt, ail el' ~w1. tness, states tha "'l'he room 

in Which the 14ter~iew ook p~aoe was a comrortaole parlor, aocut 

eighteen by twenty reet -n.2 Aotua.L measurement, acco"ro.ing to 

s.o.eet ;:, ol' t.ne Hancoc.h:-Huba.ra. ai·awitg s, was 'twenty feet -oy s JJcveen 

1·eet :fi -ve inohes • 

.Another co1·ro t>ora.tion ot: :tacts 1· ouna elsewhere is even mo1·e 

important. New Yo~k Hemld· c:orrespondent T. s. Bul.td.ey says ~hat 

1. New.llaJ.J., F. c., Wl.lih GeneJ.6.1. .aerian in Lee's Last campaign. 
J'. B. Lippincott, Phi..Lactelphia, ltsoti, p. 21.\i. 

2. ~he New YorA Times. Friday, AP~il 14t .LB 6, P• 1. 
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ttrI:b.e McLean liouse, w.b.ere Lieutenant Genera! Grant ana oenenu. Lee 

.·h.e.9. _·tnei1· oon:re:i:ence, is ·evidently ,;he oest p1·ivate 1·esid.en~e of 

the town~\ ., I11 i$ likewise wilt 01 orick - - - with the inevi · aole 

1po.1·tico in l'l.·oni; and I·ea1·. tt The una J.'lini11gs a ..e mine. The 

Placke · pnotograp.h o t.ne ~ a1· ot i;ne nous~ taken a1:~e:i.· the Wal... a 

our only view o the rea::r. This news i "tam is ou:r only wri t ~cen 

~OJ. rce deec1·i bing the 1· a;c-. With this mention of a back :po.1:ch in 

18ob, we need not 1'ea1-- hat the back poi·ch 1n the P1eeke · piotui·e 

aa adde a ter tne war. Or, a~ any re.ta, a hypothetical opponent 

choosing tne other side or ·tne argwnent, would have to p1·ove that 

1~ was. 

Practiw:tJ...Ly a.Ll later accounts · or the .McLean House stem. :n-om 

the writings o:t: t.a.ree or rour d1st1nguisbed orf iceJ...S who wel.·e in-

1iilllate figur·es in .the suri·ender scene• 

• 
Oi tnase, the 1uos't \videly known, perhaps,is tLJ.a,; 01. Hurace 

Po1·1,ei: in .the com:piJ.a&iou oi* i 'irsthana stor es or t.ne wa1: cal.Led 

BattJ.es an<1 Lead.era. T.uis memoe1· or Grant• s staff uesc:doGs lihe 

place as tt - - - a wo-at.01· 01·1ck .nouse, bettel: in appeai;ance 

tnan tile res~ or tue nouaea - - - The nouse had a comf'ortaole 

wooden porch wit;h seven steps leading _up to i-c. A hall ran tm:·ough 

tne m<1dle f,iiom .front to bac.1.t, ana on ea.oh side was a room naving 

l. Tn& N w Yo~~ H raJ.u, Friday, April 1~, 1865, p. o, coJ..umn o. 

2l 

http:wo-at.01
http:BattJ.es


two winaows, oue in :f'x·out and one in rear. Eacn l.·oom hau i-wo doors 

openi 1g into tne hall. The ouiJ.aing stoou. a .L1 ·t ·..,.1e dis anoe oac.1.C 

1·ru111 tile tn;reet, wit.u a aI'U in il·ont, aud 1iO 'tne .Left was a gate. 

1·01.. oa · 1ag s anu a 1·oadwa 1unn1ng to a s ra U.Le i11 the 1-eSJ.·"·..1. 11.lle 

cnapi;e1· on A,ppoma,; ox .u. .Porter 's book has ·u ame WOI-cti g. 2 In 

anotIJ.e.:t artic.Le by 1-ne same autn.01·, the woruing is s.Lig.ntly uirr4:,r­

ent, and he 1•ei'ers -co "some stables" in the raai·.J We 1u:1ow from 

ot.be1: soul·ces tnat li.he?e were seva1~a1 builaings in the :c· w·. 

Po1·ter seems rigni; on tne m tter of the poi·ch s"te:ps, oy a. cneck: 

wi t.b. i;.u.e wa1·~1me photograp.ns . On one impo:i·tan t mane1· .Ile seems 

Wl...ong, .11.0weve1·. Accoraing to sh&:; t ~ 01 the Hancock- Hubai:d o.i·awings, 

ach roou1 on tne th~st f 1001 .llaa on.Ly one <1001· leao.ing into ·tne JlaJ.l. 

1.1.·b. a.001~ was centered in the 1·oom opposite "Che pa.1.·lor. The pa.:i:·.Lo.1.·, 

0:1 east room, i.e., ile su:i.renuer i·oom, naa its one dooJ:· neaJ.• ne 

r:i.·on· , tne l·est uf tne wa.u., going back, being a sia.e or the stail... 

weli. r- 1s doubtru.l tnat the doors were changed arter the war. 

7There was a iihl.ro .hall a..ooi at the rear, to i;ne uast:ment stai1·s1 

which might have con1used Porter. 

Mr. Featnerston (who naa oeen quoted aoove ana whose reool­

iections wil! oe treated i\U!y p~esently) was as~ed specirical.L~ -

1. 

2~ 

3. 

Ba t~es and Leauers, op. ait., IV, p. ?~~ & p . 7:t).). 

Po ·t 1·, Ho1..aoe, Campaigning 1th G1.. ani;. T.b. Century co., New 
York, !8~7. 

Fi·om the au·clook, quotea. in 1.L1ne Richrnonu Tilues-Dispatch, sw1uai, 
Janua.&:·y 2u, l'a,u?, Special Lee issue, P• ti. 
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about he doo1· question,_a.t his nome in Appomattox uu Movembe1· l.o, 

l~4u. He sa o. tha he is sure nis grandiatner uid no cnange any 

01 1..b.e doors, a.nd ne .1:•t:members no evidence o fil.lea-in ola. e1.oo -

wa s, Tne situation, as MI·. Featherston, remembers i-c, was Just as 

the Hu ara ttrawing snows it to ha·e been. cnange by some postwar 

owner is · ue 01uy thing which woulo. make P tax 1ght. II.' Mr . 

~agland ro.aue no changes, Pascoe (see page 4 above) certainl.y maae 

none, Pascoe appa:.rently .nav1ng been on..Ly a br oKer ur some sort fo1· 

~. Raglano. w.u.en doLeen ' s propel.. t:Y was soJ.<1 a-c auc tiou. MQLean waa 

oo uusy ar'-ceI· ·i;ue war .Losing his. .money on tne i-ame ot his house o 

ma.Ke any changes in the house i tse.L1·. Another l'ac or wouJ.u .oe tnat 

peopie:inthe south 8ltt:1r tne Civil war nad ne1tneI tne money no:r· 

the ~nclination to make unnecessary changes. Tne only posdiole· 

conc.Lusion is tnai Po1·ter was wron.g. 

AD,otmu· oi'l"icer, not as impo.1.·tant a. ,1'1gu1·e in tile proceeaings , 

out a.e1·initely on the ground, George A. Furs.Ytn, a 111eruu .L. OJ.- s.u.eri­

uan' s staff, agrees with Porter in i;n1s .u1atte1· --- "T.lle door opened 

1.nto a na.L.L that ran the entire .length 01· t.ue .uouse, ana on eitn 

s1Qe o~ it was a slng~e room with a window in eacn enu ut it, ano. 

two <1001..s, one at t.ue front and one at tne 1·eaI· or ea.en or .tne J.'Ooma, 

ope:ui.u.g on the haJ.l. The 1·oom to tile J.ert, as yuu elllit:,I'eu, was tie 

par:Lor·, ana. l. 't was in t.a.is room t.nai; Gene1'8.l Lee was awa1ting Gen-

l.. Forsyi:h, Geo ·ge .A., 0 The c.1os1ng Scene at Appu iuntox Court Huusen, 
Harper 's New Month.Ly Magazine , April, .Lt:>~8, vol. XCVI, no. Dm-v, 
p. '/\J • T.uis &·ticle is used as a cnap~e1· in Ito1•syt.u, Geoxge A•, 
T.u1·11..1.111g Days Oi' Al-my Life. Harpei· anu. B:t·o-c.uers , N~w Yoi·li., l~vu. 
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But this ace ount 1·eads su ruuoh lik:e Po.1.· 1·' e, .anyway, that une, 

no cicing .now 1uucn . .La-c r it was wntten tnaa P rte.1·• s, ls -cempttict io 

oeJ.ie'Ve tha Forsy-c.b. was reJ.ying on Portei"' s meruor-y ra"he.1.· than .uis 

own. 

Two appurtenances o -che house men_1oneu b FoJ:syth aJ.·e appar­

ent in t.ue wai·time anu J.a ter pnotog apns and snould ue J.~sto1·ed -­

·the "'two small wooaen bencnes tt on tue 1:ront porcn, ":p.iac d close 

against the ha.ise on ~ltheI si~e of tue entranoen.l 

.An impo:r·tant figure in the surrender negiotions was the Indian 

Chie1· E.Ly Spene J." Par.teer (less wel.L known as Do-ne-ho-geh-wen, or 

Keep l 01· the Wes·tern Gate) , Gene1'8.l G1-an"' s M1li tary Secreta1·y, 

who ae·ted as Gi·ant• s r1gn~ h8.IlCl man on tnis occasion, an · wno wrot , 

yea1.·s la,;er, "l wiJ..L aud. on.Ly a iew uetails oi' "&ne i:i.J.ciu.en"ts occuring 

at ;lcLean ' s house. Iromeaiately after rea ch1ng it near.Ly everyone 

dismouni;ed, GeneraJ. Granu' s Ste.f'f ta King a a1,s on i;ne oroad fruat 

porch or piazza. Tne .nouse was ~ivided into two parts by a wld~ 

hallway rumnng \inruugh tne centre fr-01a fro:ut i;o :rea:r·. On "{;Ile .Lert 

as you ente1·ad was the pa1:·lor, anu 011 tne rigllt wnat seelileo. i;;o oe 

tne 'amily .Lrving 1.-ooms - - -". 2 No mention of tne two a.oo ·a to a 

:r·oom ilei·e. Tne supposi1i ion t.ua t tne :t"amily que.rteJ:s on the othe1· 

l. ~·, P • ?uu. 

2. Ely s. Parxer' s Appomattox Surreno.er Facsimiles, 1v.1anuscI·ipt Di 1-
sion, Library 01' Congress. Facts about Pa1·ker ana an unrinished 
autooiog1·apny are to be :t:ouna in Sevei·ance, FJ.·ank H. (ed..) , Pub­
lic.ations 01' the Buti'a.Lo Eistorica.l society. Bu1'1'alo, Mew Yo.r.k~ 
l~uo vol. VIII; PP• vll - o~o. 
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side were 1~00.wS :re. tiler t.aan a :r·oom is natul-al. A 6lanl;e at the 

Huoard al:aw1ng wiJ.l. snow that the room across tne haa:l was larger 

i;han tr.Le parJ.or. 

The aac unt oy Coloue.L [arsna.Ll, Lee's only aide on this oc­

casion, is va.J.uab.1.e :l"'or 1ts generel sto1·y, bUt aa.o.s notning to our 

Badeau, another member or Grant's stafl, conl'uses tne issue by 

saying t.b.a"t "'t.lle McLean House - - - a p.J.a1.n ouild1ng With a ve:can­

da.b. in n•ont - - -" n.aa. ua narrow hall ana. a nakeu ..1.1 tt.le parlo:i:·. "~ 

We can acoep1, "C.tus as Yan.Kee belittling, .o.owever, a.no. aga n. 

100 a -cne plans, wu1c.o. ca.L.J. 1·01· a 1·a1rly wide llaLJ., indicaliing 

that t.ue Incuan Do-1te-.b.o-geh-well W&> t.ne mo1·e accurate oose1~er. 

Reco.Uec-cions or Mr. Horsley an<1 M:L·. Feathe.1: non. 

tnese gentlemen have been quote~ above. Their ~estimony is 

ilupor·taut both to uuri~uoo:ra.te i·ac~s 1"our1d. eJ.sewheJ:e ano. to oneak 

up en e1~rors in "those f ac'ts. 

J.. Mars.a.all, Col.. Charles, ttAppome.ttox, An Address DeJ.ivered Be:c. ore 
1Jhe society or the AD.ny and Navy oi- t.n.e con1·ea.e1·ate states, in 
-che Stai;e 01 Maryland, On Januat·y l'ri, lti1J1:1:, at tile AoaderuJ' of 
Music, Baltimo1·e, Md." Printed by t.he Socie'ty, P:1:ess 01· Gug­
genheimer, Weil & co., Baltimore , 18~4. Repriu'tea as ttTne Last 
Da s o:t: Lee's Al.~Y" in the Century Magazine, Ap1:il, l'iiu2, vol. 
LXIII, no. Qe See a.Lao !01:· a roore colloquial account, Maurie , 
Major Genei~l S ir Frederick (ed.), All Aide-dd-Camp vf Lee, 
Being the Papers oi Colonel C.o.arles Marsnaii, sometilile Aiue­
de-Camp, MiLitaJ:y Secreliarj, and A~sistani; Aujutan "& General on 
tile s·tatr or Rooei"t E. Lee, l8o2 - f8o5. Li tt.J.e, B:c·own ana 
co., Boston, 1~27. 

2. Badeau, Adam, Military History of Ulysses s. Grant. D • .A;ppieton 
and co., New Yo~K, lo8l, vol.~, p. oU2. 
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Mx. Horsley a.oes uot claihl special .iffiOW.Lt:iuge· oi' 1i.tl8 Su.t·J.e.ua.er 

House. He was in and out o:i:- 1t many times arter ne wa.1· and. once 

spellt the.._~ignt in 'the surrender room. Tne point he ma.de , oero:ce beiug 

asked, was i;.aat 1in.e wooawo:a:k was p.La1n allCt not at ail i'anc:y, a fact 

verniea oy M:i:. Fea h rston. Tne .b.ouse, hough not a no el, waa 

etini te.Ly not a mansion, ana. the im.stue or ma.King -cne r-econstruc­

tion too elegant mus,:; be avoided. 

Mi· . Fea-c.nerston is a very important source. As we .nave noted 

oeror , he was uorn in tne hcuse in le'74. Thoug.n he did not actual­

ly .Live tnere as a cni.Ld, he Visited there frequently . 

The outouiluings as or tne time prior to tue Hancock-Huoara. 

drawings are no"li a.Ll snown on the arawings, Mr. Featherston says. 

Tne draft&aan was _not necessa1·i.Ly in el·ror; ne was showing the 

g:.i:~ounus in 18~3, after sctne or tne old bui.Laings haa. I'ali.ti.n in Ol." 

been changed. Mi· . Featherston• s oorrec,aons ana 8lil.Pli 1ca ions, 

which ai·~ .uotea. on i:;he Ul"aw1ngs, sheet .l, ar·e as to.L..Lo s: 

Benino. , i.e., soutn oi' the nouse,in line with t.ue sur1·eua.e:c 

room, or east ena, are snown thI·ee s,.U.ea.s, all ad.Joining, one oenind 

~cne otner. Tne ro1·ward one can oe noted in some of t.w.e photogi·ap.o.a. 

This rirst one, 'the stab.Le, had an upstairs; its I°'.rout door was on 

the lei't, as )OU faced it, am a win dow was on tne :I'ig.llt . Tile a.Ilea. 

behind this, used. Lor feeding, was. only one s"ory; a door connec~ed 

1'.nese sheds, whicll, says M1· . Featherston, were al.L one t>Uilu1ng 

wnen built, a building ·".nat seems to have been ii1ere a he time 01 
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"t!le war. wa1·time pnotograp.ns 22.L an.a B- 0333 {see ena. ol' report) 

now plainly a wea~her boarded sned with woouen sniug.Le roor, high 

enough ~o be two stories , in_the proper place. P~ecker ' s puo~ograpn 

01· tne rear oI the lcLee.n House , taken 1·:rom the s0u.t.heast shows the 

no1'th east corner ·ot t.lle :.ahed, in baCl repair . {See enu of eport . ) 

The third an.ea. in the drawing, behind t.a.e first two , was put up 

after ~he wa.1· by M1· . N. H. Rag.L8lla . 

To t~e west o:r tnis group was a one story wa.1·t1me log cabin fo1· 

s.laves , in ruinous condit1on in Mr . Featherston' s time . I ·t is not 

suown on 1,ne a.1·awing, and was pi·oba bly gone 0.1· very nea1·ly gone 1n 

l8~3 , wnen ~he d~ewing was made . To t ne west 8.Iia rear or ~his oauin 

were tne hen house and pl.1 vy or Mr . Featherston' s 1·ecollectio.u, 

pr·obab.Ly not wart1me . 110 · iiue west and. rront or tile cabin we-'·e two 

wa:x:•time t>uildings on the w tsicte of ,;he north- soutn ranee .1.1ne a.long 

~he .western age or the yard. These sueds a1·e not snown on tne HU­

ba1~d dr·awing . The rront of' tr1e .n..ont one was on a .1.ine with the 

baclc porch. Tnat one was -en.a snoke hou se. anu was wee.1i.0.8l""boa:c:aed; 

~hen came a space anu tne snea. oehind it , sittea up aua down , • 

Fea~nerston thinks . The smoke nouse canoe seen in wa~tifue pho~o­

graph B~o333 . T.ue s.icetcn in Lossing' s book (i..u.en1i1oned aoove, not 

included with tuis report) snows at least thI·ee ouildings in a row 

.nere, on the inside ot tne fence, and too i'aI· ro1ware1 appareut.1y . 

The t+act that tney are sho,vn , however, is more important than,c @Y 

a.escrepancies . 
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The Weober war-time dr... wing, howeYer, w.1:1ich nas also oeen ci"i;ed 

before and copies 01· p oi·tions 01· wnictr a 1-e 1nc..Luued with 'this repo1··t, 

neai·s cu Mi·. Feai;.aerston' s o.escription 0 1 -c.o.e WAO.Le oack an.a. sldE:t 

ya1·d as 1t must have looked at -~.ae liime 01· t.ne su1..rencier. In ·the, 

photographic copy or tne Veboer drawing, mar ked -iew rrom SW, we see 

the stable, with its chimney as indicated in the drawing by Huoard, 

and 1 "&S attacheo. le8.illio. Tb.a only raul t might oe t.nat tne leanto 

is.:· not .Large enougn. Tnen to the wesv 01" tne stable, the log caoin 

· s plainly set~··· Near ·cile ca.oin is a smaJ..L house not iden'tif'it,d. 

Tnen on the western eage of the yard are shown two buildings, on ·· ne 

outsia.e 01· t.ne ranee .line. 

For t.aai; ma·ttel', t,he Weboer drawing seems also -co oe acuurate 

ror tne rront iar. In the copies at the end of this report, view 

rom s anu view rrom N\V, we note tne we.Ll house, shuwn in~i~s 

proper p.1.ace, o.irectly in rront 01' the house, ana. reaem.fJ.1.i_~ .the 

lattice work in t.ne wartime photograpns very much, We .lal.ow :rrom. 

the photograpns ana rrom the ract that the well is sti~l ' here 

ha this placemen~ is correct. Shown also in tne rront yard is 

tne first Raine House, discussed a~ the oegin:uing or tn1s report, 

Tn1s rectangulai· house, we see, faced 'tile road, was two stories 

.high, though smal.L. It .uad a pore 1 in 1·:1.~ont, ano. two cnimneys in 

rea1:. These outside clti.mneys were not quite at tne house ~01..ners, 

and oetween them were wo windows, one upstai~s, ana. one uown; tne 



·oottom "window" may have t>een a door; 1t is a.il:Ticult to determine 

exactly wnich. At tne ene1s or· this gable roo1·en .nouse, where one 

wouln expect e.n.imneys in a hruse ot its period, were apparently 

two winnows, one up anct one aown. This ouilding was inside he 

fence. One mignt ask why t.llis nouse does not appear in ww:time 

pnotograpn 224. I is my oe..Lier tnat it was to the right or iaie 

pho og1·ap:ner ti a.king t.n.at picture. In Dr·. C.narles w. Porter's 

Na'tional Par· service :i:~ports citea aoove, t.llis eaI·..Li ei· Raine 

House· is shown as 1 t J.Ookect in U~~? 1·rom -che eastl and +i·om the 

west. 2 · It t11en .b.aa insiue chimneys, one a1i eac.11 ena. See 8.Lso 

Hubard drawing, sheet l. But M:r. Ragland may nave alte~ed ~ne 

ouilding w:cien lle· moved 1 t t ·rom its original and wa1:tim.e .1.o~tion. 0 

We see from D1·. Po:r·ter' s pictures -chat this nw se was n:·a1ue. 

To comp.Leta the wa1:liime layout plan 01' line McLt,an place, we 

refer at;sain to Mr. Fea t.nerston' s corrections ot the Rubal'<i di..aw­

ing, sheet. l. ~artime photog1~ph 224 tihows a picket ience along 

~he roact, running on east or tne yard p£Oper; on the east side of 

the ya:i.:d a f-ence can be seen 1--unniug oack to tne nouse, rrom this 

rront fence. T'ile Huoard cirawing snows a 1:ence on e1.ther sia.e run­

ning back, ~urning at right angles to the r~ont corner or the -ront 

1. Pral.1minary Report - Ola Bar or Tave1.-n (F) • 

~. Supplemen-cary Repo1··t; - photographs o & ·,. 

3. We 
P• 

rememoer 
3. 

that Rag.J..8.nct .moved it. ·• Fea t.uer s on, aoove, 



poi·ch, on each side. Mr. Featherston says that t.a.ase 11ttle pieces 

of :reil.ce (picket also) 1rom the side i 'encing did not run to the cor­

ners of the front porcn, but 'to tne corneI·s o -che .nouse. A glanoe 

at the wartime photograp.ns will show that he is right. The fence on 

tne ea- ,; siue o:i. t.lle ya1·d ran all the way to t.ne ice nouse, an - then 

the li-ctle piece went rrom nu.dale of tne ice house to t.u cornei· of' 

tne dwe.J...iiug hoose. {See pnotograph BA.-'/4). The Hubard a.rawing 

also a.oes not show that the rencing on the western side ot ~ne ~aru 

1·an on south ~ ,st tne hruse to the rear 01 tne lot. The sm_qke house 

and tue house oehind it, previously aiscusseu, were outsiae this 

f~nce, and were utilized in .Lieu o it. This rence uan be made ou · 

in the backgrounct of P.Lecker' s pnotog1-aph 01' t.he I·ea:i:· u:t t.ue McLean . 

HoUJSe , taken fr-om~- ..~e south east, and. in "tu view fi·om Sr, Webt>eJ... 

wa.rtime _d1.-.aw1ng. Wet>oer shows i a pick~t i ·ence from t.Ue rront to 

tne smoKe hcuse ana otner house, ana a rail rence from here on back. 

The fence a.Long t.11e east boune1a1·y of ,:;ne ya.L·<1 snows up in _1.he posbai· 

Dreshex engra ing {citea above, cop3 iuciu<1~u witn ~his repor~) as a 

picket ranee wl th the posts an<1 top rail on t.ne ou tsi<1e 01· ..the ya:co.. 

In Huoara• a d1·awiug, five locust trees aie shown 8.101.ig and in­

side tne eaa-cern. 1'ence. In the wartime pho·cogr,a:phs oru.y- 1·ou1· of- ·ha 

~1·e~s 1n the J.ine show up, the one on the road ap:pa1•entlJ' ot::i:u.g jus1; 

miss~u in t:;Soh view. Fou1· large o.ld stumps, one up1·oote<1, are on th 

ground theie to ay. 

A the tuo.e uf the war a sixth .locust stood rign~ at the 
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ea.!$te1·n rront corner of' 1;.ne dwel.J.ing house. Ii;; is .to oe seen in 

w~·time photograph B-o3~3, but is absenli in .J.ateJ: p.uotogi'S.pu BA.-'I'±. 

Th two wartime .J.ocusts at the western 1'ront corner o:t" the n.ouse 

( se.e pho og1·e.p.n 223) ano shown on Hubard' s a.rawing are now stumps. 

The cedar tree neai· them, a.J.so s.bown on Hubard' s cu awing, still 

stands, It is to be seen in postwar p.notograp.il BA-·t4, and it ma 

be t.ue blacK sp.1o·tch in wartime pnotograp.n 223; .Land.scape man shoula. 

make a study 01· these tacts and ·the grouna. and Judge :for themsel.ves. 

A. cherry t1·ee, .as remembered by Ivlr. Featnerston, wh.icn stood Just 

ou~side tne wes~ern fence, is now a stump. All important ~hing about 

this s~ump ana tue row of locusts along t.ne eastei-n fenc is that 

they he.Lp .Locate those 1'ences. Tne row 01· .Locusts, Mr. Fea ·tnerston 

says, was ju st inside the eastern fence; the chel'.LY was j _ st_ ou. tsia.e 

t.ne western. T.o.e extant stumps are as va.Luab.J.e ror t.11e :Q\.U:poses oI' 

location as the w.ho.J.e trees wou.ld be. 

The well, Which was directly in rront 01 the rront porcn, is 

stil.J. on t.iJ.e site, and tue brick wa.LK can be seen in p.Laces. In the 

wartime pnotographs, tne well snows as being nea~.Ly naisea in l.attice­

wo:rk. Later p11otog1·apns show i , open, of tne type w.ue.c:ein 'tile oucKet 

is r a isea and. lowe ed o :u.eans or winding tne rope on a spoo.L. Tue 

present if?Upe.rintendent• s residence at tne i.Llage (Ferguson House, 

formerly) nas suc.o. a wel.J. today (l.~4U). Many visi -cors to the village 

exp~~~s tne opinion tn.at a well right 111 tne i 'i•ont ya1·0., direct.Ly 
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in the pa h, was p culia1..ly placed. .Appru:·ently tne lat ice work 

camouflaged it complete.Ly in tne old da s, ir we are to believe ~.ue 

statements of' one 01. :t.ue visiting Feaerals o Api·il ~, lt;ob -- •'Mr·. 

McLean was - so much excited by nis app1·eciation or passing 

e ents t.uat ne did no1i know where his pump was, o.r ii' he had. any, 
I 

ana ir not c ou.Ld not 'te.J. us where t.n.e1·e was a sp1·mg" .1 

The ioe hOJ.se hole is plain.Ly evident on tne site today, in 

the spot wn .1.·e one v.uuld expect to r ina. it ai:ter consul. t;iug we 

photog ap.us ant1; the Hubar drawing. Soil a.ii're1·euces shou.Ld. enao.J.e 

the arcneo.J.ogist assigne,d to the jot> to detelm.ine the amount of 

fil.1. anet tne origina.l depth. 

so muoh for the grounas. 

MJ:. Fea herston•s reco11ections or the dweJ...Ling house i~se1f 

a1·e also olea1·. He has been quoted pi·eviously on certain points 

rega ·ding_the r a1n,_.pouse, no"taoly the p:rooao.1.e absense or rai.Ling 

a1·ounu the oe.ch: porch in 1805. The :i'ront porcu, as :r·. Fea "hers·ton 

emembers it, .a.au a o.ric 1· .1.oor una.e1· it, .Level. wi'th the basement 

i side. Tm:·ee or ; ·our s'teps .1.ed aown 1iO this l'"looI n:·om t.ne a.rd, 

but -c;ne basement was leve.L with the back yaJ:d. .AJ..1. of .b.e l"J.-Oll li 

\liew photograpns show this drop i':com· the trout yard ·co the g1·wna 

:floor lev~l, and the ,Plec.1eer photog1•e.ph ot the rea1~ of the .noose 

1. Newhall, F. c., op, cit., Account or surrender, · PP• 2.t~ - 22~. 
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shows that the back yard was level with the ground floor. The drop 

to the -brick floor i n front was not walled in, u-. Featherston says, 

though this drop curved back around the east corner of the house in 

a slope that was bricked to prevent washing. The steps to the under~ 

the-porch-floor were on the left of the porch steps when you faced 

the house. 

The b~sement floor was not brick, as these ground floors often · 

were in old houses. It was an ordinary wood floor, quite close to 

the - ground. Thi s agrees with Hancock's specifications. (Copy at end 

of this paper). The kitchen was at the east end and the dining room 

at the west end of the basement. The walls there, as well as all 

walls upstairs, were plastered and left white or white-washed. (See 

Hancock's Specifications, p. 7.). Plecker's interior photograph, 

discussed above, can be used in corroboration of t his point, as to 

the first floor. 

The wood work all over the house was plain and not at all 

elegant, iTr. Featherston says. 

]~. Featherston studied all the Hancock-Hube.rd drawings care­

fully and pointed out that the middle window in the top story, rear, 

was omitted (Hubard drawing, sheet 4). That window was important; 

it gave light to the stairs. rt shows plainly enough in Plecker's 

rear view photograph. This was simply a slip on the part of Mr. 

HUbard. Hancock mentions and describes this "missing" window, how­

ever -- See specifications. Another "error" is to be noted on sheet 
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4. M:t·. Hubard was, naturally, drawing the house as it was in 1893. 

He shows a closet in the north east corner of the upstairs hall. · 

That closet was originally in the south east corner of the west up­

stairs room, says Mr. Featherston, and was moved out into the hall 

about 1885 by Mr. Featherston•s uncle Trent Ragland. 

V 

Landscaping of the Site; the Yard as it Was 

Before the Colored Veterans of Civilian Conservation Corps 

Camp w28 cleared the site of the McLean House in the fall of 1940, 

the undergrowth was tropical in its luxurianc~. Locust trees 

(descendents of the wartime trees) and brush hid the site, and 

honeysuckle concealed the piles of rubble. 

The place had been like this for a long while. As we go 

back in time, however, the jungle decreases and the amount of 

building material increases, as evidenced in magazine art icles with 

current photographs of the site i n 1927 and 1915.l Even in 1903, 

however, the desolate quality was strong, "The IlcLane (sic.) house, 

where Grant and Lee met for conference before the surrender, is torn 

down and left a dismal heap of ruin."2 Whereas, in 1887 , before the 

1. Long, Tag. A., "Appomat t ox", Norfo·lk and Western :Magazine, 
Roanoke, June, 1927, vol. 5, no. 6, p. 491 & p. 492. Hunter 
Il:l's. c. w., "The Ruins of Appomat t ox", The Confederate Veteran, 
December, 1915, vol. XXIII, no. 12, 537. 

2. Chamberlain, Brevet Major-General Joshua L., "Reminiscences of 
Petersburg and Appomattox: October, 1903", War Papers Read 
Before the Conn:nandery of the State of .aine, Military Order of 
the United s tates. Lafavor-Tower Co., Portland, 1908, vol. III, 
p. 179. 
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removal of the court house and co nsequent decline of the village, 

and before the advent of Mr. Dunlap , t here still stands "directly 

west of the court-house, at a short distance~ - - an airy, com­

fortable brick structure, wearing an air of conscious dignity, as 

though aware of the importance of the role which it played in the 

memorable drama of April, 1865. 1\s long as a brick shall remain 

in its place this house will stand as an object of curiosity and 

interest."1 

When we put this house back together again, ·however, we must 

go farther back in time for our i nspiration. We must go all the 

way to 1865. A study of the old photographs, the Hubard drawings, 

sheet 1, as amended by !.!Ir. Featherston, and of the ground itself 

will show the layout of the place, even to trees. But we must 

also rep,roduce the flora smaller than trees; the little plants ~at 

lend atmosphere to old Virginia places i n the spring, all the more 

important here because the great event occurred in the spring. 

The landscape men can fall back on japonica and other old 

fashioned shrubs as things which must have been there and would 

be in keeping even if they were not. We have bases for shrubs in 

a contemporary news paper account, "It is a large two-story brick 

house - - - sui·rounded by a beautiful yard of shrubberry and flowers. 

1. Through Virginia Over the Norfolk and Western Railroad. Passen­
ger Department, Roanoke, Virginia, 1887, pp. 19 - 20. 
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Roses and violets were in full bloom -- •nl Wartime photograph 

B-6333 shows what is apparently a rose bush on a trellis by the 

porch , and no. 223 shows a shrub or vine at the well house. 

Newha112 and Grant 's biographer Richardsot2 state that the 

Federals who lost out in the scramble tor relics inside the McLean 

House stripped the garden of flowers to send to their wives and 

sweethearts. Richardson adds daffodils to the list of flowers 

there.4 

so - roses, violets, and daffodils , and a shrub or two. The 

shrubbery should be sparse, for, in spite of some accounts, war­

time photographs show a bare yard. The grass, judging from the 

photographs , seems to be crab grass , which seems right enough, for 

that is the only sort any ordinary citizen has ever been able to 

grow in Virginia . 

VI 

Conclusion 

What to do First (Archeological Investigation) 

After the study, the next step towards the reconstruction of 

l. Correspondent Uriah H. Painter in the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Friday, April 14, 1865, p. 1. column 3. · 

2. Op. cit., P• 223 . 

3 • Richardson, Albert D., Personal Histore of U4Asses s . Grant . 
.Alllerican PUblishing Co ., Hartford, 18 , p. ~. 

4. 
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the NcLean House will be archeological investigation at the site. 

The things.to look for have been brought out in this paper. They 

may be summarized briefly as follows: 

All loose building material still left at the site should be care­
fully saved and classified. and. the exact spots of its location 

· when found recorded. 

search for plants and shrubs or vestiges. While this is not vital, 
it can and should be done in the course of the more important search 
for other things. The CCC men have worked carefully iri the prelimi-
nary clearing, have left things when in (doubt, and have not grubbed 
the honeysuckle. 

Foundations of the . dwelling house. The house spot 1s plainly evi­
dent, and the old iron marker seems to be in what was the center 
of the house. qith the Hubara drawings the foundations can be 
located tq the inch. Special features to watch out for are the 
brick under-the-porch floor and the bricked slope curving around 
the f ront east corner of the house. The drop from the front yard 
to the ground floor level should be placed exactly and excavated 
to the proper depth. 

The outbuildings and the first Raine house should be placed exactly. 
Though the first Raine house was moved, the foundatiohs were probably 
left. some of the building material of the outbuildings seems to be 
on the ground still. ~he general opinion about the various out­
buildings is that they were not pulled down, but just fell in and 
disappeared. If no ground evidence of the outbuildings is conclusive 
enough, they can at leact be placed by the Hubard drawing as amended 
by Mr. Featherston . 

The stumps of the old trees are apparently all there today. The 
well is there and should be cleaned out. The ice house hole is 
there and should be cleared out to its original size. Other features 
of the yard are possible outlines of flower borders, which we know 
nothing of, and brick walks, at least one of which is still apparent, 
--the walk from the front gate to the house. It went around the well 
and to the front porch. The steps to the under-the-porch floo~ were 
to the east of the porch steps and should be located. A study of 
the photographs, both wartime and later, indicates that the front 
walk was not bricked from the well to the house. The carriage-way 
and other paths should be borne in mind too. 

Location of fencing. All fencing should be located on the ground 
and .the post holes found wherever possible; such holes, it is un­
derstood, can be spotted by differences in soil texture and com-
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pactness. ~he dirt road running obliquely .across the rear of the 
property should also be located exactly. 

In all this work the uhotographs, drawings, and plans included in 
this report should be consulted constantly. 

The lot numbers from the r'oses-Peet plat , cited above in this paper , 
have been used as the bases for all proposed work. See Development 
Sheet, Master Plan, Appomat t ox Court House _Jational Historical ~onu­
ment . The old village lot numbers concerned in this job are 21 and 
22. 

What to Do Next (Furniture and Interior woodwork) 

rt is believed that a lot of the building material, scattered 

around the country, can be recovered. The whereabouts of various 

pieces of furniture is known and other pieces might be found. In­

vestigations towards these ends should be begun as soon as practica­

ble. 

It has been humorously suggested that an appeal might be put 

out for the recovery of all the bricks taken by souvenir hunters 

in the past forty-odd years . This might not be so silly after 

all. Fake bricks would inevitably come in, but any bricks of the 

right age and color could be used. The publicity attendant upon 

such a scheme would be valuable, and good will could be promoted 

by the inscribing of the donors' name on a suitable scroll, though, 

· of course, there would be no effort to identify separate donations 

in the structure. 
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Notes on sources Consulted 

sources useful to this paper on the McLean House appear in the 

footnotes. Since each source. is given its full title, a bibliography 

has not been appended. 

Of the many sources consulted, there is no need to make a full 

listing here. It might be stated, however, that a great deal of .Appom­

attox material was found that is useful, though not pertinent to this 

study. Everything has been noted on typed 5 by 8 inch research cards 

and deposited in the files of the Appomattox Court House National 

Historical Monument, including sources of no assistance, to save future 

consult ation. · The list can be classified a~ follows: 

Norfolk and Western RR literature. Consulted because the road 
passes close by the old village 

Travel books. 

General books on the Civil War. 

Periodicals listed in SWem's Index. These Virginia magazines, how­
ever, are more genealogical 
than historical.· 

Periodicals listed in Poole's Index Checked for "Appcmattox", 
and the Readers Guide • "Historic Houses", ffTuicLean". 

Periodical - The Confederate Veteran. All numbers checked for "Appom­
attox", "Memorial".., ''McLean", 
"SUrrender"; "Lee", "Last etc. tt, 
nReminiscences", ":Monuments". 
Mostly trivia. 

Biographies, autobiographies, and Many promising sourc·es do not 
recollections of people at the place. amount to much. Grant is terse. 

Babcock, his aide, an important 
figure here, never wrote of 
Appomattox (Freeman, IV, Pi 135, 
footnote '73) • 

Newspapers of ~pril, 1865: Richmond, 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
and Washington. Also later papers, 
Richmond and Appomattox. 



The Official ecords of the war, 
Moore's Rebellion Record, and 
.Annals of the ar. 

Insurance Records. 
Mutual Assurance society of 
Virginia , started in the 1?90's. 
Virginia iire and Marine, 
i ncorporated 1832. 

Old history books and texts. 

Picture books, such as Forbes' 
Army Sketch Book, Mottelay and 
Campbell-Copeland, The Soldier 
in our Civil War. 

Photograph Collections. 

/ 

Military Society Papers. 

b. 

These primary sources do not go 
into the detail of the description 
of the place • 

The records of the Virginia Mutual 
s ociety have been helpful in similar 
research. Mr. Moffat King, head 
of the Society, informed the writer, 
however, that the Society WTote all 
country property off its books in 
1820 (conversation by telephone, 
Richmond, August 2, 1940) • The 
McLean House was built in 1848. 
The Virginia E1ire and I\farine writes 
for five year periods and destroys 
all records over five years old. 
(Letter from 11:r . B. c. Lewis, vice 
president, dated Richmond, October 
5, 1940). 

The Handy Historical Photograph 
Studio, Washington, has a number of 
Brady photographs and other his­
t orical illustrations, but nothing 
on Appomattox not available else­
where. 

It was thought that Rees, the_ 
prominent Southside Virginia photo­
grapher, might have t aken -the Mc­
Lean House. His collection, how- · 
ever, does not seem to be extant. 
(Letter from o. F. J:-Torthington,. Supt., 
Petersburg National Military Park, 
September 23, 1940). 

Papers read befor e cornmanderies in 
various states of the Military Order 
of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States. Proceedings of the Mass­
achusetts Historical Society. Papers 
of the Ndlitary Historical Society 

· of N1B.ssachusetts. Papers read before 
the Rhode Island Soldiers and Sailors 
Historical Society.-



c.· 

The Southern historical Society Nothing new on the subject. 
Papers. 

Some sources within the above classification have been. useful, 

as may be seen in the body of the paper. Books which quoted other 

sources or copied illustrations ere not usually cited. Not appearing 

is Freemen, D. s., R. E. Lee, A Biography . 4 vols. Charles Scribner's 

Sons, New York, 1935, vol. IV, pp. 117-148-the best coordinated 

secondary account of Appomattox, .valuable for its bibliography. 

Quite a bit of information about the furniture of the McLean 

House was found, but that is not considered a part of this subject. 
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Specifications 

For :Moving and Rebuilding The McLean or "surrender House'' 

From Appomattox Court House Va to Washington DC 

Removal 

The house must be carefully taken.down. All wood work numbered 

and removed so that none will be broken split or lost. 

All Doors, Windows, Mantels etc to be taken down & shipped 

whole as far as possible. Care being taken not to deface the 

paint or moulding more than absolutely necessary. 

The Bricks must be removed with great care so that the fewest 

number will be broken. The corner and Front bricks must be 

Kept separate and built back in their respective places. All 

of the bricks must be carefully cleaned. 

Cartage 

The Contractor is to deliver all material on Cars at Appom­

attox Depot and cart All Aaterial from Washington Depot to 

Building lot. The owners to pay all other freight charges. 

Rebuilding -

The accompanying drawings are to be considered a part of this 

specification. The figures on drawings to have prefe~ence over 
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scale measure And the wording of this specification to have pre­

ference over both figures and scale measurements . 

The House consists of a basement first and second stories, with 

a decked front porch extending the length of house. Back porch 

fourteen feet long by eight feet l! inches wide with a comb roof. 

When the word right or left room is used it means right or left 

hand when facing the front of the house. 

Foundation -

The foundations to be of brick of dimensions shown on drawings 

To be two feet below the surface of groun.d or more if nee essary 

to get a good foundation Bricks to be laid in mortar Composed 

of one Part Je.mes River or Rosendale Cement. two parts clean 

sharp sand to the surface of ground, then in lime mortar of good 

quality one part lime two parts sharp sand. All Joints between 

brick to be close 

Walls 

All outside walls are brick. Partitions wood. Both end walls 

thirteen inches thick. laid every sixth course headers. Front 

and back basement walls Seventeen inches thick, every sixth 

course headers. Front&, Baek walls to first story 13" thick. 

Front wall flemish bond from front porch floor to Cornice. Very 

Close joints not over i-" thick. Back wall every sixth course 

headers. 
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second story- All walls 13" thick, every sixth course headers 

Chimneys and Flues must be rebuilt as found on old building. 

Six brick pillars are to be built to support front of front porch 

as shown on ground plan and elevation. The back porch rests on 

wooden posts, whose bottom ends rest on flat stones, as shown on 

end elevation and ground plan The house has 123 Courses of brick 

on sides. 

Floors 

Basement floors are board resting on scantling laid on the grounds 

Large fire hearths with brick paving. 

1~ Floor is nailed to 3xlO Joists, 24"¢ and two lOxlO Oak sills 

running crosswise of the house, the hall floor rests on joists 

running lengthwise of the house & morticed into the lOxlO Oak 

sills 

2nd Floor same as first exdept it hasent the lOxlO si[IDs. 

Ceiling joists are 10"x3" running across the house Rafters 

3u:x:4-n Sheeting l" Covered with tin 

Front porch Framing morticed together, one end of sills resting 

in walls of house, the other on brick pillars as shown on end 

elevation of house. This porch has 9 steps with 3" oval hand 
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rail on each side with 3i"x4t" Newells 38" high at bottom of 

steps as shown. The porch has a railing extending all around with 

· handrail 3i" wide top edge bevelled this porch has Six 12xl2 

Square wooden columns supporting deck. The flooring of this deck 

has a slight drainiage to the front about 1tu. This orch has a 

hand railing around the top as follows. Eight post 3'~"x30". 

hand rail 3x3 foot rail 3x3 lattices 1~2. run diagonally to 

form diamonds as shown on drawings. Top rail chamfered 1/3. 

l" chamfer 

Front of posts panelled with a f" half round moulding. Rail 

run over top of posts and mitered at corners 

The Back porch is reached by a flight of 13 steps. plain l 1/8" 

treads no risers hand rail 2''X4" top rounded foot rail lx6 plain, 

Newell 3•8" high Porch railing same as front porch the roof of 

this porch is a comb roof covered with shingles Columns of thts 

porch l~"xll" 

Doors Windows etc 

Basement story has 4 windows of 16 lights each 10x12 glass as shown 

on drawings. windows set 2•5i" from floor. Outside blinds 

Front Door to basement 6, 5-itt:x:2' lit' Back Door 6• ~"x3'3i". Two 

hall doors 6•6"x2•11". One 2•6" wide under steps in Right hand 

room 
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Stairs leading f'rom basement to f'irst story hall. 12 steps 9" 

rise 11" tread 2 1-11" wide hand rail & balusters with newell 

& posts as shown on plans. 

,!!! Story has 4 windows of 24 lights each 10":tl2" glass as shown 

on drawing, but the two windows in right hand room are more 

elaborately moulded than those in surrender room and also have a 

panell under them reaching to the floor Si" S~uare rose blocks 

in corners. Outside blinds Windows in Surrender room have no 

rose blocks inside 

The Front door has double doors with transom as shown on detail 

Back door single 6'*3'~" panelled side ball doors 6'~'lt" 

5 Panella door frames finished off inside same style as window 

frames Stair from first to second story has a landing as shown 

on plan. these stairs have hand rail & newells these stairs 

are Ciiled on underside & are panelled on side that shows in 

hall. stop strips tor 6 panelled door leading to basement. 

Flat strips in front hall level with top of door l"x2". wash 
. . 

board in surrender room 5i-ttxJ.}• Flat strip in this room 1-.i-"xli" 

level with top of door 

~ story Doors etc 

The second story ~as 5 windows 16 lights 2 wi.Ddows in each room 

& one in end of hall over back porch. And a door in front end 
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of hall opening on t he deck of front porch as shown on drawings, 

this door is 4'-1" wide 6'-10" high- Height from floors of rooms 

to windows 2'-3"-

Mantels in these rooms as shown on detail sheet. Mop & Chair 

boards in both rooms, panelled doors leading from hall to each 

room located as shown. All windows have outside blinds. Tin 

Gutters hung under main roof with down spouts At each corner 

of old pattern with gutter heads. 

All Rooms are plastered and white washed. 

All fire places are open for burning wood on old fashioned iron 

logs. 

The Contractor is to furnish all tools machinery & materials 

for moving & rebuilding this house unless otherwise specified-

Upon Completion all rubbish must be removed from building & 

deposited in some suitable place-

All broken glass replaced & house cleaned up. 
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lolm &tpr RoOTer 
Director nDD.tL !URE.W OF !NVESTIGA.TIOI 

tJIITEI S·TATIS DIPB!MDT or JUSTIO.I 
I ASHDG!OI, D. C._ 

Jlr. lewton J')rvJ' 
Director 
lat.ion·al Park S.nie• 
Ir,t.rior Builaiag 
luhiDgt.0.D. J>. c.. 

1ttentiont Dootoia ·Charles w. Porte 

bt .lppouttox, Virginia So.rrmder House Plat 

Dear Ir. lJNJT• 

ID aooordaac• wtth your reques.t, the papers pres-ell ted persODal v· b7 
your Mr. a. Happel ·were uaatined tor \he purpoa• of det.nduing their .au­
\het1c1ty. Th••• papers cousieted ot tour pages ad a cO'f'er bomtd to­
gether ad repraeated dramgs of the ori.ginal houte, iaclw:ling detail.I 
0£ aeatela and frqes, end a aeparate bOllDd docuaumt ot hat1dwr1t.ta 
aspeciticat.ion•. 

!he entriea on the dra.lrlngs, showing \be dit1-ens ions , the naae•· ot 
doorB end windows, mqtels amd desori_pticms &nd duausion• of tbe·s•, 
nre, ~ilc• the drawings. exeeuted in ink, the. color of which i s now 
b~• ad in ·pacil. isaJJdnation d1ecloaes that the original drawings 
were :made 1n peaoi.l over •hi.ch the i.Dk wa e traced with a fin• pen aztcl 
without ·•ra•1ng the pencil. At -the upp•r· right-bud po:u\ion of eaeb 
shee-t o~ the d.rawirlga app•ars ·the date in l"igur•• •2-17-93•, Gd a.t the 
lcrnr left ot ea.eh sheet of the drawings there are entries in ra4 ink. 
OD the reflrfJe ai de ·o-f sheet mud>er one the~e ar.e ad.ditional ink entries 
con1ti.eting ot a title,. the d•te "2-17-91•, the 81gr,ature of Mr. Hubbard 
anti similar notes. Thi-s ink:, 1e siali lar to tbat ot the drawtnga, that 
11, ta4ed. to a bron. 

!he a~CU'icationa ~• writtcm 1D ·acript 1f1th an i nk whica 11 now 
browo and on the f'irst page appears the date •2-17-93"• 

It •as coocladc that all or the hudwritings are by ·the sae per­
son. 

The date •2-17....93• on the fac•1 of ea.ch drama and at the begin­
ning of the specitication• is Vit.tezr 1d.t h an ink .of & dUte~er,t color 
troa \he reaaiDder o-r t b.e entries. Thie ink .is blue-black ·&:Dd has not 
faded io a brnn. The reaainder of t,he y,:riting in the specification• 
aod drawuga •as ff1 tten nth u iron ink the color of which baa faded 
to a bro,m and this occurred becauee of agiDg cooditiotHh ·Thia in·clwlea 
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Page ho 
ar • lewto11 nrur, 
'l:e.ah111gtoa, ». c., 

t.he entq •2-17-9J" on \he reverse side ot pag-e JJUllber one of \he dra-. 
ings, whioh shows tha aaae l.gints effects as all or the inks in the dra,r­
ings od s·i)eaUiea'lion1. 

Th• ditte-renca iD the inks Qf the. da.te oD the f ace& or the drall'ings 
and epeoi.tica~on_s compared. w1th the ink o.f the apeo-1t1cations -Dd draw,. 
.bga M1" be due to the ract that these -entri•• of the date were uot 
placed upOD the sheet• at th• tb.i• the original. drawiu.ge and apeeit.ica­
Uon, •er• •ad•• Bo eetiDJ.ate as to when these entries of the date nr• 
pl.use! on the. ,.,..,s may be made becauae it is impoaaiblce to know tJle 
oond.1tiona mule:r wbieh the wrt:tings were kept,. but if the1e entries we.re 
iude with the ••• i»k (t&.tJ'\t! iaclicat• it ill the aaae gei,e:,al olaat of 
1:nk) and the eo12diti®$ tor the napera were the sue, the.n the co:nolu.. 
1101> 1e warr,u~ that th•••·utriea of tb.• date on the faces: or th• 
drawings ud specitiea.ti<me are not as old as the drawings ai,d apeeil'loa-. 
tiona. !he dit'fera?Joe tu these ages eumot be .estimated becu.se· a.gabs 
intonat1on 1s not an.1lab1•· as ·to th.e oonclittona ·ud~r •hich date, a­
tries •er• k*pt. !hes• consideralion,s do not attect the authenticii7 
of the d.oeui.-mts beoaua:e the date 011 the reYers• ot sheet nltllb~ me .~ 
"'11• drawing.s is aao·tq 1n Gmfond.v 1d.tb the dr&Winga 8tl4 spe.eU"ioa­
Uol'Js. 

!her• are Do aeaa or determining the date.a of the pcac.11 etr\rie&t 
SOit• ot whieh apparen\17 were not ud• With the pencil u.sed. OlJ others. 
'ftth the ueepU,on of o»,a caption, howevar, 1t la quite e'fident. that 
'both the ink qi ,-ncil entries· on the draWi.Dga wre •ad• before tke 
fol.de b the papers were .ftfti-ciqtl7 or,a.sed e1ther to ora.u the papa 
coapletel.7 in two, as it preeentl.7 e:xists, or e...-eu to eause a ...U 
ridgce. !his is e'Vidace tha.t eva tb.e ~~cil entries are not later a4-
d1t1ons to th,e o.rigiD&l dra:rin.g.e because these entries -.re partly writ.. 
ten· C'Y&r by the ink, the origin·al pencil etiU appearing and nidantJ.J' 
haring been tor the i)urpas-e ot a ilOdel 1JJ a way th-at d.ra:ft.P&ll prepare 
di-a1f'ln.gs. Tile folds 1D the·· · aper o£ the drawings, tbe d1scolorat1on ot 
the paper, the extra di~colo.raticm at the Ngee, the kind of paper used 
•d •1mUQ tae:torB are all itJ eou£o"'1ty ld.th the uecution ,of the 
drawings on the elate 1rium tb.e7 JNrport to heve been aade ad the .filing 
o:t these docaODt& in tbe rile.s utili1ed at th&t time. Such files pro­
vided for \he toldug of the docuemt io • nuaber of tolde in 1fbieh con­
dition it ts preaerved Y.11',h a ctlria.in uacet of pre.aamre. The aging ot 
paper uder these oonditions and a reaeonable QOQD't ot iusp.ctiotis or 
use of the doffllllflllt causs the th7ing ottt Nl4 tinal.q a craeking acl 
ahea;riJJg or the papu at tae fold.a, 1D euctl7 the aanner 111 which thie 
appe.ars 111 the dra1d.Dglh 

http:ctlria.in
http:di-a1f'ln.gs
http:drawiu.ge


Page, !hree 
Ir. lewton Dru-7 
lashiragton, ». c. 

!he paper ot the dr,awiDgJ and specifications was exudtuld in order 
to obtJerve, it po&eible, any tact or ao:odition incon,gn.oue with the 
claim that these papers were in extstance sinee 1893 or 'Were usa4 tor 
the pur;oe• described. 'l'he examiner was unable to fiDci any such eTi-
4uce~ Oil• method of Beeurag additional evidence would be t-0 compare 
the phJsical charaoteri~.tte a ot th& paper with ~aper knoYm to ha:ve been 
used at the time or 'With paper similar to the questioned specilaens, the 
source and date ot lrhich is kuoWlh I£ 1t 11mre ~ ss1ble to determine the 
Jitmut ctu:rer or the paper by such mea,JJs as a watermark this could be 
easilJr accomplished, but no wat,e~k was toUDd in u1 of the $beets of 
the dra1'1Dgs, :spec1ticst1one or the cove.r. The cover appear$ to be a 
lli•ce ot wrapping paper told.ad in order to protect the drawings. The 
paper used in !Jl• dra1fing.s is of the kind utilized. b7 a.rchitec-te, dratt1-
mcm, eontrac~ and other bu.sin,esses for the repar tion of specificatloae 
or eimiur doouaent-s at the tble of tne alleged encution of the draw­
ings. The paper of the specilieatione is apparer:rtfy 0£ the type u.aed tor 
1egal purposefi, each llie being nubered._ the pril)ted figures u lil,e 
would uabl• easy iden-titieatio.n of thiG paper U specimeDs of a knou 
eouree could be located.. One method 0£ d-0illg this would be t.o sea.rob 
through the f'iles of a court houae or other legal d•pository ix, which 
such papers m'ight be round of th.ie vicinity. 

Il'J doeuaents of this kind, of a spuriou nature, tbttre unal.17 are 
touad iud1eatioas of care in the euoution llhich in the11selTe$ are sui'­
.tielent becaaae ueu•lly mu:,a.taral. lo au.ch i11dicat101,a1 ••re foud 1D 
the&e docuaenta. 

a order that th,e Labor&.toty may han erl.dence o.f what it has •nm,., 
ined a small po;tio?J of page t.bree -of the dr ·Wings has been ohoto­
p-aphec! and liltewise, a small portion ot the bottom of the first page ot 
the specificatio1us. Bo copy eomplet.ell' $hawing 811'1' page or drawing h&a 
bea kept, in conformity nth the desire of your Jlr. B&ppel. 

!be specimeoe · ere euaiJ)ed b the presence of Mr., Bappel ad the 
ori,gbal cpecimeDe ·ere delivered to ha personalq on Sept.Qber 18, 
19~. 

Asturirlg 7012 of !f1' deaire to be o.t asaistanoe in tbeee Mtters, l 

Sincerely yours, 

(SGB.) J~ E. BOOVllt 

IohD ldgar Boonr 
I>iraotor 
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Rear View of the McLean h ouse - Taken by Plecker of Lynchburg . 
Copy of a Print i n the Valentine Museum, Washington and Lee 
University, Lexington, Virginia. 

/J :oua I 
r··------------- t ook 1 ce . 1 r s O'r"r' 

r emoved to ~10 orl'.i ' s ':lir i!'I 1c 
fo r some reason t,h is 1 1 ·V r c ' 
ou t . Onl y a chi~ y r 1 ..s on t fl! 0r1p:1 

/ s i te . __ 



( ( 

An 1865 Photograph of the }.~cLean h ouse, Courtesy U. s . Signal 
Corps, Photo # B6333 
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Photographs of the vicLean House as it was in 1865 . Copies 
from Prints in the Brady Collection, Library of Congress 

l. ·.· . 
..__-;.. .. 

_;.__·_ 

-:f. 
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Photograph of the McLean House as it Appeared in the 1870 ' s 
by Mr . Frank Stevens of Lynchburg 



u. S. Signal Corps Photo # BA?4. This view of' the McLean hOuse 
some years After the War is a Copy of a Plecker Photograph. 

1 . McLean riouse - Apnom.mattox Court rlouse , Va . 



Dresher ..::..ngraving of the li1cLean House After 
the War 

~ ,, 

The Ple cker i'hotograph of the McLean House , 1885 

McLEAN HOUS!, APPOMA'l''l'OX C It VA 
I m1tn,1tr wtre ma,ii i,vLee Ill ura111, APlll 31h 1865 take11 11ra '1 ., • 

ran t's ruueral 
nw 'r 

BY A H PLECKER 'L ' oe, Ill lllOllfll lilg, 011 day Of G
-~-~----- . ' • YNC HBUR G , VA ' 
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lnt·erior -- The .:::iurrender H.oom, TuicLean house, 
A View by the Lynchuurg Photographer P l ecker , 
Co.Jied from the print in the Valentine r.1useum , 
WashiLgton and Lee University , Lexington , Va. 
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Views from the .urawing by We ober (Bufford Engraving) , 
Note hcLean House , Out buildir•gs , Yard and General Set-up. 

View from N W 

View from SW 
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