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i. 

FORh'WORD 

Ti1e Tavern Guest House (Building 4B) was built as 

one of several dependencies to the Clover Hill Tavern by 

Alexandt!r Patterson in ca. 1819 to provide a kitchen on the 

first floor and sleeping g_uarcers on the upper floors. 

By the time of the Civil War t:i.1e kitchen had been 

moved to another building. The first floor of the Tavern 

Guest House subsequently served various pui,poses, first as 

a law office and later as a stable. 

When the Tavern property, which included the sub­

ject building, came under the jurisdiction of the National 

Park Service in 19~-0, the building was in a ruinous con­

dition. The brick walls were seriously cracked and large 

sections had fallen away. The roof covering was largely 

missing and that which remained was unserviceable. All 

traces of the exterior porches and stairways were gone. 

Many of the framing members were so badly rotted that they 

no longer served their original purpose. 

In 1941 steps were taken to stabilize the structure 

by the c. c. c. f1--om plans approved by the Region One Office of 

the National Park Service. No atteL1pt was made toward a 

restoration and work done at that time could be easily identi­

fied. If this work had not been done the buildi~ could not 
I 

have survived for its eventual restora-c,ion. 
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From the completion of the CCC project in February 

1942 the building stood unattended until the summer of' 1956 

when a team was assigned to Appomattox Court House National 

Historical Park to maim measured drawings of the existing 

conditions of the buildings scheduled to be restored to their 

Civil War appearance. Architect Robert L. Railey, the 

Supervisor of this tea.ra, continued after his two student 

assistants retui~ned to school. He prepared the ..A..rcl1itectural 

Survey Reports and Prelinina.ry drawings for the restorations. 

In September 1957 the writer was assigned to 

supervise the restorations at Appomattox. lifter becoming 

:ta111iliar with ti1e a:cea, its buildings, the various Historical 

and Architectural 1~eports, wor~dng drawings ·were prepared. 

Final approval of drawing No. NHP-ACH 3003A, Rehabilitation, 

Tave1~n Guest House, ·was obtained irom the Director of the 

National Par~,. Service on February 3, 1953 . 

.t7u"chitect Orville W. Carroll assis·c.ed in the super­

vision of t'.nis projec·G after the writer was engaged on other 

proj ec·cs. 

Superintendent Hubert Gurney and the E1enbers o:C 

his sta:fl assis·ced in t:ne rna.ny adninistrative matters. Than::~s 

is due Charles E. Pe·cerson, Supervising Architect Historic 

Structures for the valuable advice and guidance throughout tJ.-ie 

http:assis�c.ed
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job, and to the :u.1enbe1"s of 1.1is stai':i.' w:i:10 -cy-_ped and asse1ilbled 

this report and the correspondence reg_uirec1. 

The great interest of the seve1·al workmen was 

apprecia-c,ed. We were saddened by the death of our foreman 

Ml". ;.\.• Godsey clu:cing the restoration and tl1e death of Mr. 

Eu.gene O'B1·ien soon a:(cer conpletion oz this work. Mr. 

0 'Brien a y01.mg and s}dlled carpenter hacl hoped to make 

restoration wo1"k his lifetime career. 

Henry A. Judd 
iU"Crlit.ect 
.August 1961 
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II EXTERIOR RFSTORlcrION 

The Tavern Guest }Iouse is a ·ci-m and a haJ.f story brick 

building 1~1easuring approxinately 20 1 x 22' in plan ·with a single 

large bric:: chiuney centered in ti1e nortl1 we.11. On the east j_s 

a t·wo story wooden porch the :full length of the building. Steps 

to the second i'loor lead to ti1e nid point of this porcl1 and steps 

at the south encl lead to the thil'd floor. The west gaJ.lery is o:~· 

one i'loor also rlUUling the length of t:1e building. 

The b::cic~c walls of ti1e Ta\rern Guest House were 

fotmd in ruinous condition preserved only by the stabilization 

accoml)lished_ in the early 19L~o I s. Large sections of original 

·waJ.l '\Tere 1:1issing ancl that which remained was badly crac].-:ed or 

rot-t,ed. This condition was so adva.ncccl tliat ·che building could 

literally be roc~,:ec5- despite ti1e 16 inci1 wall thickness at tl1e 

first floor lev·el wit11 12 inch above . 

./.n at:ccr.11J·c was rnacle to preserve aJ.l the exterior 

surface of ·che b1~ic:c possible while removing the interior bacl:ing 

courses a m,1all section ti:ne and rebuilding the1:1. 

oversize bric}:. was purchased from the Loc:~er Brick Co. of Glasgow, 

Virginia to patch the exterior sm~i'ace and rebuild tb.e chiLmey 

completely. The back up brick ·were a stock oversize corn:mon bI·ic:(. 

It beca.1:.1e necessary to reconst1~uct over 75,:; of the masonry. 

http:beca.1:.1e
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Notl1.ing remained o} the original porches except 

joist poc::ets snc1 an outline on the vrnll indicating the :l:'loor 

and ceiling levels and the location of' the stairway leading 

:from the second to ·c.he third floor. (See Illustration Ho. 2). 

The reconstruction of these porches is laxgely conjectural. 

The post c.etail was patterned from a post on a building of 

similar age on Main Street in Ar.1herst, Virginia. Porches o:f 

this type are ve1·y vulnerable to weather and only a liraited 

life can be expected. To protect our investment for these 

porches, very ridgid specifications fo~" 11-;.aterials were pre-

pa~ced. Unfortunately such material was dif:i:icult to locate 

and permission was given to the suppliers to downgrade. When 

these porches are again rebuilt we should make no concession 

on naterial quality. 

c. Roofing 

Until t~1e stabilization by ·che CCC when a paper 

roof we.s applied apparently the building had always ~iacl wood 

shingles. Wood shingles were on -'uhe building when it was 

aquired by the United States Government. iv; s}1ingles have at 

best a liiuited life we are unsure wliat patte1"n and material 

was used in the Historic period. Ho conte1i1po1nary pl1otographs 

have been founcl however, a photograph of the neighboring 

Tavern by Mathew Brady made in April 1865 shows shingles about 
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3-1/2 - 4 inches w:l.4e with a roUllded 'butt. We assume a 

s:hdlar shiDgle was used on the Guest Bouse, a building 

in the hvern Group and of the saae age. 

The shiDgles anJ.ied in t111s restoration a.re 

cypress 3-1/2" wide 'by 16 iD.ches in length. ~ butts haw 

been round.ed s11dJar to those san:n 1n the BratQ' photograph. 

!he shiDgles have beeD treated 1n peatacal.oropheu.ol. 

d. Doors and WiDdovs 

ODl1' ene of the ear],1' doors was found and that 

not an origiD&l to the "building. !his vu a board and batten 

door with aa1l.s through the 'battens to:m.ed into a 4ecorat1ve 

pattern. ~s door was rebuilt and rehUDg 1n the western 

entru.ce to the first floor roaa wbere found. 

If.he Balance ot exterior doors were patterned. from 

the or1g1nal.s still 1n place in the Tavern Bu:UcJ1ng. !'he three 

interior doors, all in the quarters on the second tloer \UlSeen 

by" the visiting pu'blic are modern flush t7.l)e. llo original 

Yil1dow sash remain. Bew sash are patterned from tn,ical. sash 

1n the area. Window f'rmnes were repaired where possible and 

replaced where necessary to match the origiD&l. 

e. Other B:1cterior Wooclwork 

A small section of tne pbl.e fiaish and verse 

board r•mned fer stud1' and provided a def'im.te ;pattern for 

their replaceaen.t. ~e cornice was all missing, however, 

http:entru.ce
http:peatacal.oropheu.ol
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ear],1" photographs show evidence of' the cornice and iadicates 

that a crown suld1Dg once existed. Bestoratioa of taese 

features was coDJectural base4 on local patterns. 

f. P&iDtillg -.Erterior 

Exterior woodwork vaa painted three coats of 

lead and oil tinted to a stone color as was tnical of' the 

period. 

Mortar Joints on the &rick tralls were penciled 

with 1/JJ. inch stripes of' white lead cut to a cream;r couiataaey 

and applied w1th a special. bnuda called a brick stripper. 

Areas untler the east porches au. above attic 

stairs to the south were whitewuhe4 as thq iaacl. 'beea 

previous3.1". 
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III. IHIBIOR 

1. First Floor 

~e first floor vaa retained as a siDgle roODl as 

original J y constru.ctecl. An attempt was made to preserve 

origiDal woodwork and restore other features. 

a. Fireplace 

!ftle origiUJ. fireplace was in z,i1.u aad the 

area shored Q 'by :NJ l1ng w1th stone. llo clear outline 

rema.:l.necl a'bove grade to 1D4:leate the openiDg size (See 

Illustration JJo. 22). While checking the coD41tion of' the 

foundation and footings we found an. outline indicating the 

width and. depth of the firepl.ace. Broken brick on the wall 

face gave an ou.tliJJ.e which 1UQ" haw been tae location of the 

Jack arch over the open1ng. A small section of flue remailled 

gLv1q a fair 14ea of tlle throat area. DraviDg Bo. DP-.ACB 

3068 shows details of the fireplace as reeonstrueted. !rhe 

f'lue was not carriecl &'bow the first floor eeiliag level. 

'b. Walls and Ceiliy 

i'he interior t:b:ree courses of brick were re­

moved small sections at a time u4 re1aii to pron.de a DOnd 

and to fill the voids caused 'IQ' the ~ cracked or rotted 

areas. A chase 1f88 made to run the JI04ern electric service, 

water an4 sewerage lines to the upper floors within the wall 

area. 
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Both wall and ceUiDS areas were lathed w1th 

41011>. 3/8 ri'b wire 1ath and pl.aatered with 3 coats plaster 

with a staada.1.-4 wb:f.te l.iJle f'ill1ah. 

c. F1oor 

Bo concl.usive evidence of the original flooring 

was acovered. Mrs. Kary Bllen Hickok stated "It ha4 a dirt 

fioor vith scattered 'brick imerta. "1 Such a fl.Gor was un­

suitable for modern use as a cliapi.,. area. We have installed 

a &rick f'1oor owr the entire area which can be removed if a 

future chaage is desired. 

2. Second Fl.oor 

a.~ 

In eonvertiag the secoDcl t1oor izlto quarters 

tor seasonal personnel.,care was taken to preserve origiDal. 

woodwork aD4. the or1gl mal partitioa &Dd inside door l.ocation. 

The room to tlle north was retaiD.ed 1D its or1g1Dal. fora while 

the roam to the south was divided into a closet, ldtcheaette, 

ent17 aacl bath. (See plan Draw1Dg Bo. IBP-ACB 3003A Sheet 1). 

1Letter: Kary Bl.l.en Hickok, 29.}.0 Jlea4e Ave. , Saa Diego, 
Caliform.a, elated October 6, 1~1 to Jlr. Bubert A. Gar.uey, 
Superinten4ent, .Appamattox Court Bouse, BHP, See Appeacl1x I 
ot Biator1c Structures Beport 'fa'VVD Guaa:t Bouse by lloDert 
L. Baley, dated Qril 1~, 1957i-

http:retaiD.ed
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b. J'irepJ.ace 

fte fireplace was restored to the same opening 

cJi:mensiou, however, with the addition of a modern claaper the 

throat area and smoke shelf was increased 1n area for Detter 

ef'f1c1eaey. ~ is not T.f.sable from the room.. i'he orig1D&l 

mante1 was repaired and. put 'back 1a place. 

c. Walls and. Ceil1ng 

The llUODrJ' vaJ.ls, like those on the first 

fl.oor were rebuilt small sections at a time to reaoni Drokea 

and. rotted areas aud still preserve as much of the exterior 

face as possible. Walls where modern utilities were to be 

installed were furred to correct than for plumb and to 

straighten th.e interior face. !he south wall was over two 

inches out of pl.uru in eight feet of height. 

3/8" rib wire lath with t.ree coats of plaster 

with a wlnte lime fim.sh was applied to all wall and. ce111Dg 

areas. 

d. Fleorixlg 

The origiaal f1oor1Dg was so rotted and worn 

that none coul.d be salvaged 8Dd repl.aced.. 

Joists were replaced or re1Dforee4 as necessary 

a.cl covered with a 5/8 inch plywood sub floor. A vin1'1-rw>ber 

· tile floor was 1Dstall.ed ill this area uaed as modern quarters. 

http:1Dstall.ed
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e. Kitchen 

~e kitchen. unit is a Seneral. Chet lfoc1el 

B-648 Yith integral. ends and :porcel.a.1.n top. fins 48" 

unit consists of a small twin basin sink, a _three 'burner 

range with oven aai a 6 cu. :ft. refrigerator. 

3. 9urd FJ.oor 

A1arge percentace of origin&l fim.sh triDl 

was found in place. This was caretul.11' repaired and 

nd.asiag sections replaced. 

This room was ftaished plastered but no 

f'iBiah noor was laid. This room can. now be used as a 

storage area. 

http:caretul.11


ILLtSBATIOB BO. l. VIBV OP BUD AID TAVBBB GtDlft BOtJSB 

PRCM SOtJ'l'BUl!r 
' . 

Earll' view showing tae rel.atiouhip ot Clover Rill 

Tavern (right) ad the Tavern Guest Bouse (l.ett). Both 

structures are assumed. to have been DU.il.t in 1819. Bote 

serious deterioration of the building. 

Ph. : tJnlmon., c. l.94C) 
Beg. AOB-llBP 

) ) ) 
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ILLUS'.l!RATIOI' BO. 2 VDW FRCM SOU'!DAST 
- . . 

Structural evidence existing ill JIUODlT work 

that hel.ped. in 4eterm:fn1ng porch locations can be seen 

bJ" the bea pockets on the eut vaJ.l Jwst l>elow the 

door open1DP on the 2nd floor. Alao, a beam pock.et 

that once supported the sta:lrwq to the 3r4 :floor is 

visi'ble at the Junction of the whitewash line and the 

wall corner near the center o:f the photograph. 1'he 

deteriorated coaditien ot the structural l11811ibers is 

eviclent :from this view. 

Ph.: UDlaiown, c. 194() 
Beg. ACB-JmP 

) ) ") 
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ILLtBBBIOll l'O. 3 

'View prior to stabilization 'by CCC Jo'b 

Xo. 37. Structural failure 1D the 111UGDl7 work 

can 1>e seen cl.earq above the door and riadon 

llias1Dg ·u4 1ts DUe wu failiq rapidl,1'. 

Ph.: Green, BOS, 1940 
Keg. Ami-DP 
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Photograph taken J'el,n&rJ' 1942, during 

stabilization supervised 'by Bar1 C&nler, CCC Job 

Bo. 31• 

Ph. : UDJmovn, 19'1,2 
Beg. ACB-IBP 





ILLtB!l'!W?IOlf BO. 5 VIBW LOOKIIG WBST I ROCK 101 

Condition of interior roa on ground floor. 

The maaoD17 work vu found to be in such poor condition 

that the entire imler wall was removed and rep1aced with 

new work. A new brick f1oor vu install.ed when evidence 

uncovered proved it superceded the wooden fl.oer founcl in 

place. 

Ph. : tJakJJowD, c. 194() 
Beg. A.CH-DP 

) ) ) 

http:install.ed
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ILLtETRATIOB BO. 6 VIllf IOOKilll WIST I ROc».I 202 lo ROOM 201 

Interior photograph shoviDg 2ad floor roms as found 

1n 194(). These two ro... were converted. into living quarters 

ud requirecl. all new interior work. Irlterior partition and 

ioor were left in their original locations. 

Ph. : UD.known, c. 194() 
l'eg. .ACH-llHP 

) ) ') 
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ILt,tB!l!R.AfiOB BO. 7 VDlf L-OOKIIIJ BC>n'BIUS~1 ROOM 201 

Condition of room 210 is evident from this :photo­

graph giviq some iDdication ot the problems encountered 1n 

its rehabilitation. A large portion of the wall areas re­

quired removal an.4 replacement vith new material. Original 

woo4work including the :mante1 were retained where possible. 

Ph.: Unlmown, c. 194(> 
Reg. ACH-ll'BP 

f ( r 
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ILt,tB~OB BO. 8 VIEW LOOKI!D BOftl!1 ROCII 301 

~ pl'q'sical extent of deterioration is lHtst 

shown 1D this photograph taken in the siDgle 1ott room 

on the 3rd floor. Many" of' the joists an4 rafters no 

longer were able to do their work and required reentorcing 

or replacemeat. 

Ph. : UDkDowJl, C. 1940 
Neg. ACH-BBP 

{ ( (' 
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ILl,US!JW!IOB :10. 9 

CODiition of lru.ildinc 1J11956 prior to 

rehaailitation worlt. fte rods were pl.aced through 

the ln1:Uding on 'both tioors 1B 194,2. 

Ph.: Robertson, 1956 
Beg. Bo. BODC 301 
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ILLt.JftBA'fiOll BO. 10 

Colldition of 'build.illg 1». 1956 prior 

to reh&Dilitation work. 

Ph.: Robertson, 1956 
Beg. Bo. BODO 272 
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ILLtBBA.fiOll IIO. 11 BIPLOlW.'OllY BICAVJ!rIOIS I VliBT SIDE 
' . . 

Widths of porches were established by these 

excavations begun June 28, 1956, by J. D. Barriqton. 

Ph.: J. C. BarriDgton, 1956 
Beg. Ami-DP 





ILt,tBBAHOB llO. 12 

DIWJ1S QI' WOODBI POS! OJ' WIS! SIDI 
,..,. . . 

l•a1ns of a 4" by 6" wooden post uacovered 
. . 

'by' J. c. BarriDgton, 1956. Bvidence such u this 

determiJled porch widths and positioa of posts. 

Ph.: J. c. Barrington, 1956 
Beg. ACK-IBP 
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ILW3mi!IOJI BO. 13 

Photograph taken iur1J:ag the 
' 

earq 
. 

part 

of 1958 e1Mnri.Dg progress on the !favern Guest Howse 

dUJ!1.JIC restoration work. QrisiDal rafters aa4 

Joists were reiDforced aacl roof slleathillg repaired. 

Ph. : B.A. Judd, 1958 
Bes. I(). mDC 3000 

http:e1Mnri.Dg


( 

( 



V1ev showing Pl'Osress-Jll&de Y.l.thin. a 

fa JDOD.tu after photo illutration Bo. 13. 

'fhe clJ1wne7 has hen recoutruetecl. D4 all 

faul:t7 JIUOn&ry work has 'bea repl.&eed or re­

paired ad repoiBted. 

Ph. : B.A. Jw14, l.958 
•••• lo. BOl)C 3001 
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Progress photograph of restoration. 

ccmatructioa takea dur1llg tu sum.er of 1958 

showiag aorth (cb1wq) and west (perch) 

e1evat1o:ns. 

Pb..: B • .A. Jll4d, 1958 
•••• 11o. 1ll>C 3002 
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View looking northwest on 2lld f'loor 

during process ot plaater work.. !he 2acl floor 

of tlle Guest Bouse was converted into 11v1Dg 

quarters Yita an operata'ble f'1rep1ace. A ply­

wood sul>f'loor was laid as a base tor a viJV'l­

rubber tile tiDish floor. 

Ph.. : H.A. Juda., 1958 
Beg. Bo. BODC 3003 
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ILI,{E~ JIO. 17 BOB'!B lIIW, llOCII 310 

View of plastering Jol, about halt 

:t1Jli.she4. 91e th:l.rcl floor was plastered :tor 

easier maillteuaee aad :tire satev. !rhe p]..J'­

wood au'btloer rew1ns untild.sae4. 

Ph.: JI. A. Judd, 1958 
Beg. Bo. Jl)J)C 30()4 
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· ·ft.e techn.1qu of pen~1iing ltrick. mort&r 

jeiata is illustrated DY B. T. 111.rtin., BBS, BODC, 

on the val.la of the hvera Guest Bouse. A apecial 

stripiq brush is ll84e tor this :purpose. 

Ph.: B. A. JuM., 1958 
Beg. Io. BO»c 3005 
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ILLUBBAUOll BO. 19 
. . 

!he hvern Guest Bouse is about 

95~ eOIQ].ete4 in this view. 

Ph.: :a• .A.. Judd, 1959 
:Reg. Bo. BODO 3()06 
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View of gabl.e ad ot root durillg 

reaoval. ot sotf'it. 

Ph. : Baley, Sept. 12, 1956 
Beg. :le. BODC 238 
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IDterior secoJld floor, l.oeld.Dg aortheaat. 

Ph.: Robertson., Sept. 1956 
l'eg. Bo. IODC 288 

http:l.oeld.Dg
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ILUJS'!BA.fiOI' lfO. 22 

Condition of first floor firepl.ace 

as found prior to the restoration. 

Ph.: :Robertson, 1956 
Beg. Bo. EODC 28JI. 
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