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I FOREWORD

The Tavern Guest House (Building 4B) was built as
one of several dependencies to the Clover Hill Tavern by
Alexander Patterson in ca. 101S to provide a kitchen on the
first floor and sleeping quarvers on the upper floors.

By the time of the divil War the kitchen had been
moved to another bullding. The first floor of the Tavern
Guest House subsequently served various purposes, first as
a law office and later as a stable.

When the Tavern property, which included the sub-
Ject building, came under the jurisdiction of the KNational
Park Service in 1940, the building was in a ruinous con-
dition. The Dbrick walls were seriously cracked and large
sections had fallen away. The roof covering was largely
missing and that which remained was unserviceable. All
traces of the exterior pbrches and stalrways were gone.

Many of vhe framing members were so badly rotted that they
no longer served their original purpose.

In 1941 steps were taken to stabilize the structure
by the C.C.C. from plans approved by the Region One Office of
the National Park Service. No attempt was made toward a
restoration and work done at that time could be easily identi-
fied. If this work had not been done the buildigg could not
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have survived for its eventual restoration.



| o
He

From the completion of the CCC project in February
1642 the building stood unattended until the swmer of 1§56
when a team was assigned to Appomattox Court House Kational
Historical Park to maite measured drawings of The existing
conditions of the buildings scheduled to be restored to their
Civil War appearance. Architect Robert L. Railey, the
Supervisor of this team, continued after his two student
assistants returned to school. He prepared the Arcaiteciural
Survey Reports and Preliminary drawings for <the restorations.

In Sepivember 1957 the writer was assigned o
supervise the restorations at Appomattox. After becoming
Tamiliar with the area, its buildings, the various Historical
and Architectural reporis, worxking drawings were prepared.
Final approval of drawing No. NHP-ACH 30034, Rehabilitation,
Tavern Guest House, was obtained ifrom the Director oif the
Wational Park Service on February 3, 195C.

Architect Orville W. Carroll assisted in the super-
vision of tnis projectv alter the writer was engaged on other
projects.

Superintendent Hubert Gurney and the menbers of
his staii assisced in The many administrative maltters. Thanis
is due Charles L. Peterson, Supervising Architect Ilistoric

tructures for the valuable advice and guldance taroughout the
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job, and to the members of ais stall wno typed and assenibled
this report and the correspondence required.

The great interest of the several worlaen was
appreciated. We were saddened by the death of our foreman
lir. A. Godsey during the restoration and the death of IMr.
Bugene 0O'Brien soon aiter completion ol this wori. Mr.
0'Brien a young and szilled carpenter had hoped to male

restoration work his lifetime career.

Henry 4. Judd
Architecst
August 1501



IT EXTERIOR RESTORAITION

The Tavern Guest House is a two and a half story brick
building measuring approximately 20' x 22' in plan with a single
large brick chimney centered in the north wall. On the cast is
a TWwo story wooden porch the full length of The bullding. Steps
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to the second iloor lead to tne mid point of this porch and steps
at the south end lead to the third floor. The west gallery is of
one floor also running the length of the building.

The brics walls of the Tavern Guest House were
found in ruinous condition preserved only by the stabilization
accomplished in the early 1940's. Large sections of original
wall were missing and that which remained was badly cracked or
rotoed. This condition was so advanced tvhat che building could
literally be rocied &espite the 16 inch wall thickness at the
first floor level witn 12 inch above.

An atvenpt was made to preserve all the exterior
surface of the brick possible while removing the interior baciking
courses a small section at a time and rebuilding them. /L special
oversize brick was purchased from the Locker Brick Co. of Glasgow,
Virginia to patch the exterior suriace and rebuild the chimmey
éompletely. The back up brick were a stock oversize commnon brick.

It became necessary to reconstruct over TS% of the masonry.
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b. Porches

llotning remained of the original porches except
Joist pockets and an outline on the wall indicating the iloor
and ceiling levels and the location of the stalrway leading
from the second to the third Tloor. (See Illustration Ho. 2).
The reconstrucition oi these porches is largely conjectural.
The post detail was patterned from a post on a bulilding of
similar age on Main Street in Amherst, Virginia. Porches of
this type are very vulnerable to weather and only a linited
life can be expecied. To protect our investment for these
porches, very ridgid specifications for materials were pre-
pared. Unforiunately such material was difficult to locate
and permission was glven to the suppliers ©to downgrade. Wnen
these porches are again rebuilt we should make no concession
on material quality.

c. hoofing

Until the stabilization by the CCC when a paper
rooi was epplied apparently the building had always nad wood
sningles. Wood shingles were on the bullding when it was
aquired by the United States Government. As shingles have at
best a limited life we are unsure what pattern and material
was used in the Ilistoric period. No conteuporary photographs
nhave been found however, a photograpn of the neighboring

Tavern by Mathew Brady made in April 1065 shows shingles about



3-1/2 - b inches wide with & rounded butt. We assume a
similar shingle was used on the Guest House, a building
in the Tavern Group and of the same age.

The shingles applied in this restoration are
cypress 3-1/2" wide by 16 inches in length. The butts have
been rounded similar to those shown in the Brady photograph.
The shingles have been treated in pentachlorophenocl.

d. Doors and Windows

Only ome of the early doors was found end that
not an original to the building. This was a board and batten
door with mails through the battens formed into a decorative
pattern. This door was rebuilt and rehung in the western
entrance to the first floor room where found.

The balance of exterior doors were pattermed from
the originals still in place in the Tavern Building. The three
interior doors, all in the quarters on the second floor unseen
by the visiting public are modern flush type. No original
window sash remain. New sash are patternmed from typical sash
in the area. Window frames were repaired where possible and
replaced where necessary to match the original.

e. Other Exterior Woodwork

A small section of the gable finish and verge
board remained for study and provided a definite pattern for

their replacement. The cornice was all missing, however,
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early photogrephs show evidence of the cornice and indicates
that a crown moulding once existed. Restoration of these
- features was conjectural based on local patterns.

f. Painting - Exterior

Exterior woodwork was painted three coats of
lead and oil tinted to a stome color as was typical of the
period.

Mortar joints omn the brick walls were penciled
with 1/4 inch stripes of white leed cut to a creemy comsistancy
and applied with a special brush called a brick stripper.

Areas under the east porches and above attic

stairs to the south were whitewashed as they had been

previously.



ITI. INTERIOR
1. First Floor

The first floor was retained as a single room as
originally éongtmctea. An attempt was made to preserve
original woodwork and restore other features.

a. Fire e

The original fireplace was in rpins and the

area shored up by filling with stone. No clear outline
remained above grade to indicate the opening size (See
Illustration No. 22). While checking the condition of the
foundation and footings we found an outline indiceting the
width and depth of the fireplace. Broken brick on the wall
face gave an outline which may ha.ve' been the location of the
Jack arch over the opening. A small section of flue remained
giving a fair idea of the throat area. Drawing No. NHP-ACH
3068 shows details of the fireplace as réeonstmeted.i The
flue was not carried above the first floor ceiling level.

b. Walls and Ceiling

The interior three courses of brick were re-
moved small sections at & time and releld to provide a bond
and to £ill the voids caused by the many cracked or _rottedi
areas. A chase was made to run the modern electrie service,
water and sewerage lines to the upper floors withim the wall

area.



6.

Both wall and ceiling areas were lathed with
410 1b. 3/8 rib wire lath and plastered with 3 coats plaster
with a stendard white lime finish.

c. Floor

Fo conclusive evidence of the original flooring
vas uncovered. Mrs. Mary Ellen Hickok stated "It had a dirt
floor with scattered brick imserts."t Such a floor was wn-
suitable for modern use as a displa;y area. We have installed
a brick floor over the entire area which can be removed if a
future change is desired.

2. Secord Floor

s. Plan
In converting the second floor into quarters
for seasonal pei'sonncl,care was taken to preserve original
woodwork and the original partition and inside door location.
The room to the north was retained in its original form 'while
the room to the south was divided into a closet, kitchenette,
entry and bath. (See plan Drewing No. NHP-ACH 3003A Sheet 1).

lietter: Mary Ellen Hickok, 2910 Meade Ave., San Diego,
California, dated October 6, 1941 to Mr. Hubert A. Garnmey,
Superintendent, Appomattox Court House, HHP, See Appendix I
of Historiec Structures Report Tavern Guest House by Robert
L. Baley, dated April 18, 195T.
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b. Fireplace
The fireplace was restored to the same opening
dimensions, however, with the addition of a modern damper the
throat area and smoke shelf wes increased in area for better
efficiency. This is not vissble from the room. The original
mantel vas repaired snd put back in place.

c. Walls and Ceiling o
The masonry walls, like those on the first

floor were rebuilt small sections at a time to rebond broken
and rotted areas and still preserve as much of the exterior
face as poséible. Walls where modern utilities were to be
installed were furred to correct them for plumb and to
straighten the interior face. The south wall was over two
inches out of plumb in eight feet of height. | 7

3/8" rib wire lath with three coats of plaster
with & white lime finish was applied to all wall and ceiling
areas.

d. Flooring

The original flooring was so rotted and worn
that none could be salvaged and replaced.

Joists were replaced or reinforced as necessary
and covered with a 5/8 inch plywood sub floor. A vimyl-rubber
“tile floor was installed in this area used as moderm quarters.
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e. Kitchen
The kitchen unit is & General Chef Model
E-648 with integral ends amd porcelain top. This 48"
unit consists of & small twin basin sink, a three burner
renge with oven and a 6 cu. ft. refrigerator.
3. Third Floor
A large percentage of original finish trim
was found in place. This was carefully repaired and
missing sections replaced.
This room wes finished plastered but no
finish floor was laid. This room can now be used as a

storage area.
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 1 VIEW OF TAVERN AND TAVERN GUEST HOUSE

FROM SOUTHEAST

Barly view showing the rglﬁtiomhiﬁ of Clover Hill
Tavern (right) and the Tavern Guest House (left). Both
structures are assumed to have been built in 1819. Fote
serious aethioration of the building.

Ph.: Unknown, c. 1940
Neg. ACH-NHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 2 VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST

‘Structural evidence existing in masonry work
that helped in determining porch locations can be seen
by the beam pockets on the east wall Just below the
door openings on the 2nd floor. Also, a beam pocket
that once supported the stairway to the 3rd floor is
visible at the junction of the whitewash line and the
wall corner near the center of the photograph. The
deteriorated comdition of the structural members is
evident from this view.

Ph.: Unknown, c. 1940
Neg. ACH-NHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 3 VIEW FROM NORTHWEST

View prior to stabilization by CCC Job
No. 37. Structurael failure in the masenry work
can be seen clearly above the door and windows
end at ground level. The chimmey stack is partially
missing end its base was failing rapidly.

Ph.: Green, HABS, 1940
Neg. ACH-RHP
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TLLUSTRATION NO. 4 VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST

' Photograph teken February 1942, during
stebilization supervised by Earl Carner, CCC Job

Fo. 37.

Ph.: Unknown, 1942
leg- Aﬂﬂ-m






ILLUSTRATION NO. 5 VIEW LOOKING WEST, ROOM 101

Condition of interior room on ground floor.
The masonry work was found to be in such poor condition
that the entire inner wall was removed and replaced with
new work. A new brick floor was installed when evidence

uncovered proved it superceded the wooden floor found in

place.

Ph.: Unknown, c. 1940
Neg. ACH-NHP
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TILLUSTRATION NO. 6 VIEW LOOKING WEST, ROOM 202 & ROOM 201

Interior photosi‘a.ph showing 2nd floor roems as found
in 1940. These two rooms were converted into living quarters
and required all new interior work. Interior partition and
door were left in their original locations.

Ph.: Unknown, c. 1940
Neg. ACE-RHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. T VIEW LOOKING NORTHEAST, ROOM 201

Condition of room 210 is evident from this photo-
graph giving some indication of the problems encountered in
its rehabilitation. A large portion of the wall areas re-
quired removal and replacement with new mterial. Original

woodwork including the mantel were retained where possible.

Ph.: Unknown, c. 1940
Neg. ACH-NEHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 8 VIEW LOOKTNG NORTH, ROOM 301

The physical extent of deterioration is best
shown in this photograph taken in the single loft room
on the 3rd .floor. Many of the jJoists and rafters no
longer were able to do their work and required reenforcing
or replacement.

Ph.: Unkmown, c. 1940
Neg. ACH-NEP






JLLUSTRATION KO. 9 VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST

~ Condition of building in 1956 prior to
rehabilitation work. Tie rods were placed through
the building on both floors in 1942.

Ph.: Robertson, 1956
Neg. No. EODC 301






ILLUSTRATION NO. 10 VIEW FROM RORTHEAST

" Comdition of building im 1956 prior

to rehabilitation work.

Ph.: Robertson, 1956
Neg. No. EODC 272






ILLUSTRATION NO. 11 EXPLORATORY EXCAVATIONS, WEST SIDE
- . Widths of porchesv were esteblished by these
excavations begun June 28, 1956, by J. D. Harrington.

Ph.: J. C. Harrington, 1956
Neg. ACH-NHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 12

'EEMATHS OF WOODEN POST ON WEST SIDE

Remains of a 4" by 6" wooden post umcovered
by J. C. Harrington, 1956. Evidence such as this
determined porch widths and peosition of posts.

Ph.: J. C. Harrington, 1956
Reg. ACH-NHP






ILLUSTRATION NO. 13 VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST

'~ Photograph taken during the early part
of 1958 showing progress on the Tavern Guest House
during restoration work. Original rafters and
Joists were reinforced and roof sheathing repaired.

Pho: 3.A. Juﬂﬂ, 1958
Neg. No. EODC 3000
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ILLUSTRATION KO. 1k VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST

" View showing progress made within a
few months after photo illustratiomn No. 13.
The chimmey has been reconstructed and all
faulty masonary work has beem replaced or re-
paired and repointed.

Ph.: H.A. Judd, 1958
Neg. No. BEODC 3001






ILLUSTRATION NO. 15  VIEW FROM NORTHWEST
~ Progress photograph of restoration

construction taken during the summer of 1958

showing north (chizmey) and west (poreh)

elevations.

Ph.: H.A. Judd, 1958
Neg. No. EODC 3002






ILLUSTRATION NO. 16 VIEW OF ROCM 210

" View looking northwest on 2nd floor
during process of plaster work. The 2nd floor
q:t‘ the Guest House was comverted inmto living
quarters with an operstable fireplace. A ply-
wood subfloor was laid as a base for a vinyl-
rubber tile finish floor.

Ph.: H.A. Judd, 1958
Neg. No. EODC 3003

fu






TLLUSTRATION ¥O. 17 NORTH VIEW, ROCM 310
" View of plastering job about half

finished. The third floor was plastered for
easier maintenmance and fire safety. The ply-
wood subfloer remains unfinished. |

Ph.: H. A. Judd, 1958
Feg. No. EODC 3004






ILLUSTRATION NO. 18 ~ PENCILING MORTAR JOINTS

’ ‘The technigue of penciling brick mortar
Joints is 1llustrated by H. V. Maxrtin, BRS, EODC,
on the walls of the Tavern Guest House. A speéial
striping brush is made for this purpose.

Ph.: H. A. Judd, 1958
Neg. No. EODC 3005






ILLUSTRATION NO. 19  VIEW FROM NORTHEAST
' %he Tavern Guest House is sbout
954 completed in this view.

Ph.: H. A. Judd, 1959
Neg. No. EODC 3006






JLLUSTRATION NO. 20
" View of geble enmd of roof during
removal of soffit.

Ph.: Raley, Sept. 12, 1956
Neg. No. EODC 238






ILLUSTRATION FO. 21
o . Imterior second floor, looking northeast.

Ph.: Robertson, Sept. 1956
Neg. No. EODC 268
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 22

Condition of first floor fireplace

as found prior to the restoration.

Ph.: Robertson, 1956
Neg. No. EODC 28k
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