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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H34(418) 

-
Memorandum 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 37127 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127 

4 1981DEC 

To: Regional Director. Mid-Atlantic Region 

Fran: Associate Director. Cultural Resources 

Subject: Review of Three OEponents of the Charles &veeney House. Historic 
Structure Report. Appanattox Court House National Historical Park 

Acting Regional Chief Histortcal Architect Reed Engle of your staff has forwarded 
draft copies of the subject report to my office for review and camient. 

Assistant Chief Historical Architect Biallas and Chief Historian Bearss of my 
staff have read the report and find the Introduction, Fabric Analysis, and 
Discussion sections canprehensive and well researched, and roore than meeting 
Service guidelines and standards. 'lbe absence of canponents focusing on the 
physical and docunentary history of the Charles 5'weeney House and an administrative- canponent has been noted. When canpleted, draft copies of these canponents must 
be forwarded for review and cooment. 

The strategy outlined in the Discussion canponent for the preservation/restoration 
of the Sweeney House is appropriate, as is the recannendation for renK>val of the 

- additions. 

In the margins of the draft, herewith returned, we have identified a few 
editorial concerns. 
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Attachment 

-
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I. ADMINSTRATIVE DATA SECI'IOO 

A. VITAL STHJCTURAL DATA 

Title: Cllarles Sweeney cabin 

- L.C.S. Number: 80,016 7A3 

Location: App)fflattox Court House National Historical Park 
Appanattox, Virginia 

Treatment: Restoration/Interpretation 

Period: c. 1840 

Order of Significance: '!he structure is of national significance 
because it played a significant role in the surrender events. It is 
additionally of architectural significance as it represents a fine 
exanple of the vernacular one story arrl loft "hall"~ cabin once 
cannon in rural Virginia, but becanirg increasirgly rare due to 
enlargenent, "rrodernization," or abamorment. 'lbe high degree of 
integrity of the cabin's fabric adds to the architectural signifi­
cance of the structure. 

B. PROPCSED SCOPE OF w:>RK CN 'IHE STRUC'ruRE 

It is pro!X)Sed that all decayed or deterioration original fabric be 
replaced in-kirrl. Furthenrore, it is recat'memed that the rnissirg 
original roofiOJ, foundation piers, am miscellaneous rnillv.0rk be 
restorErl. All nodern fabric will be raooved. 

All v.0rk will be canpleted by the Williansp:>rt Preservation Training 
Center tmder the su~rvision of the MARJ Regional Historical 
Architect. Fundirg for the project will be fran 1988 am 1989 
cultural cyclic maintenance budgets. 

C. PROVISICN FOR OPERATING '!HE S'l.RJCIURE 

'!he buildinJ will be maintained by the IBrk's maintenance staff as 
part ot the regular cyclic maintenance program. Exterior interpre­
tation,~:will be pirt of regular IBrk p:ograns. Interior interpreter 
tion will await fundirg an:i the creation of exhibits~ the buildirg 
will mt be furnished as a muse rnuseLUn. 

-
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D. ANNOrATI~ OF ALL REIATED 0C0JMENTS 

Cati:>le, Frank P., "Ibcumented Rep::>rt on the Appanattox Court Hoose 
Buildiil3 at APIX)lllattox Court House National Historical Park," 
Appanattox Court Hoose National Historical Park history files 
(Hereafter cited as A.C.H.N.H.P. Files), 1959. 

- Cauble, Frank P., "Historical Data on the Ridmooo-Lynchburg Stage 
Road in the Vicinity of the Village of Ap~attox Coort House, 
1860-1865," A.C.H.N.H.P. Files, Typescripts 1962. 

Fiero, Kathleen, "A Preliminary Report of 1977 Archeolcgical 
Research, App::rnattox Court House National Historical Park,"- A.C.H.N.H.P. Files, Typescript 1978. (Includes ph:>tographs of 
archeological investigations). 

Fiero, Kathleen, "Final Report, Archeological Research-Historic 
R:>ads, Mariah Wright House outbuildings," A.C.H.N.H.P. Files, April 
1983. (Includes illustrations arx1 maps).-
Gurney, Hubert A., "A Brief History of Appanattox Court House 
National Historical Park," A.C.H.N.H.P. Files, Typescript 1953. 

General Management Plan, Appanattox Court Hoose National Historical 
Park, Viginia, Septanber 1977. 

Interpretative Pros~ctus, App:nattox Court House National Historical 
Park, approved Noveni>er 6, 1973. 

Larrl Protection Plan, APfX:11\attox Court House National Historical 

- Park, February, 1984. 

Resource Management Plan, App:nattox Court House National Historical 
Park, June, 1984. 

Seale, Willian, "Historic Furnishirgs Report arrl Plan, App:nattox 
Cburt House National Historical Park, Appcmattox, Virginia: Mciean 
House, Kitchen, am Slave Quarters; Clover Hill Tavern; 
Plunkett-Meeks Store; Kelly House." Preparerl under contract with 
Harpem Ferry Center, National Park Service, 1984. 

StatE!lllimt for Management, App:Jnattox Court House National Historical 
Park, revised in 1984, apprOJed, Jaruary, 1985. 

Unrau, Harlan D. Historic Structure Rep::>rt, Historical Data Section, 
The "Sweeney Prizery," A.C.H.N.H.P. Files, June, 1980. 

Interpretative Prospectus, Appanattox Court Hoose National Historical 
Park, February 28, 1986. 
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II. INl'RCDJCI'I~ 

The Charles Sweeney House arrl the 26.5 acres uµ:m W'lich it stan::ls were 

purdlase:l £ran J.A. SWeeney in 1980 arrl are owned by the government with 

a life tenancy restriction for Lelia Sweeney who lives in the snall 

modem oouse crljacent to the Charles Sweeney buildi~. The pro~rty was 

purdlased by the 9'.)verrment because "the ••• cabin played a significant 

role in the surrender events arrl soould • • • be restore:l arrl utilize:l in 

the interpretive program (GMP, p. 119)." The Sweeney cabin was 

"iooth-balled" in 1981, but the deterioration of the a:iditions arrl visible 

novement in the sill plates of the original cabin require:l fabric 

investigation duri~ the sumrrer of 1987. '!he results of that research 

are included in this rei.x,rt. 

The muse is a one story arrl loft "hall" type cabin typical of vernacular 

settlanent structures in rural Virginia. Although once cannon, the ty~ 

is fast disap~arirg due to ooth ct>arrlorment am to extensive alteration 

am nodemization. '!he SWeeney House, although baily decaye:l because of 

1003 neglect an::l insect damage, retains virtually all of its original 

fabric under 1940s crlditions. 'Ibis alone makes the structure ~rthy of 

preservation. But its a;sociation with the surrerrler (Illustrations #1 

and #2) , 1111Jces the retention of the cabin mandatory. 

-

-
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ILLUSTRATION #2 : A Portion of the watercolor "Apple Tree of Appomattox" by George 
Frankenstein, ca. 1865. The Charles Sweeney cabin and another outbuilding are shown 
a ·.: the right. 



PHOTOGRAPH I 
scum ELEVATION OF 
ORIGU!AL CAB n~ AND 
11-IE EAST wnrc. 

PHITTCGRAPH 2 
SClffif AND WEST 
ELEVATIO~: OF TPE 
ORIGINAL r..ABnr MTf' 
FA5T WING. 
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III. FABRIC ANALYSIS - The Chimney 

The west elevation dlimney is 65" wide (north/south) arrl 51" deep at its 

base. The depth is reduca:i to 41 "-42" upward fran the tq> of the sill -
plates, i.e. 34" above gra:ie on the south elevation, an::1 1O" on the north 

elevation of the chimney. The west elevation sills, 9" by 11 1/2" deep, 

are set into 6" deep recesses in the dlimney. '!he p:>rtion of the dlimney- (14'11" on the north elevation and 16'2" on the south due to the slo~ 

of the a:ijacent grade) is made of roughly squara:i arrl coursed field stone 

with long quoi~ at the corners. Above the level tq:> of the stone 

masonry, six courses of brick corbel inward in 2" steps to reduce the 

width of the brick chimney above the corbellirg to 37". Although the 

exterior (western) face of the stone am brick µ,rtio~ of the dlimney 
-~ 

remain flush for the full height of the dlimney ( exceptirg the drip Erlge 

at the top), the corbellirg also reduces the depth of the dli.mney by 

7"-8". '!he corbellirg originates just above the original fireplace 

openirg on the secooo floor, am the outward corbelled steps reduce the 

depth of the chimney above this µ,int to 34" thereby provide a 3"-4" air­

Sp:lce ( a firestop) between the remainirg tg)er p:>rtion of the dlimney 

- am the sidirg on the west gable of the cabin. 

The 7'3" upper dlimney shaft is canµ,sed of 27 coorses of brick. '!he - upper 8 courses, those above the ridge of the cabin, are nodern. 'lhe 

third am fourth courses oown fran the top p:;oject outward 1 1/2" to fonn 

a drip cap.-

s 



ExS;erior Siding 

- All of the sidil'l3 oo the original cabin is pine, 5/8" thick, non-taperErl, 

am incoq:oratin:J a 5/8" becrl on its lower edge. The sidirg on the south 

elevation is 7 3/4" wide am has raman exµ:>sures of between 4 1/2"--5 

- 1/2". '!be sidin:J on the west, north, arrl east elevations is narro~r (6 

1/2"--7" ) , am the ex:µ:>sure of 5"--5 1/2" is slightly nore regular. All 

of the sidirg is held with cut nails. 

-
The oorners of the buildirg are finished with nicely detailed corner 

boards. '!he sidin:J on the gable ems is stopped t:7j a simple 1" by 2 1/4" 

pine board. '!be rorth am s:>uth elevation sidi!'l1, rowever, is trinuned 

withal" by 3" pine board that has a 5/8" three quarter rourrl at the 

corner of its exterior faces. 'Ibis corner board laps Over the crljacent 

plainer board in every case (See Illustration 3). 

Box Cornice 

The rorth am s:>uth elevations su~rt box cornices that enclose the 

secom floor joists am erx:1 girts, arx:1 the false plate on whidl the 

rafters bear. '!he s:>ffit of the cornice is fonned fran a 1" by 9" pine 

- board that step; soort of the first floor studs by l" to allow space for 

the insertion of the ~nrost oourse of sidirg. '!he joint bebJeen the 

sidirg.ard' soffit is covered with a large cavetto with fillet (See 

- Illustrations 3 am 4). 

The errls of the floor joists are cx:,vered by a 1" by 8 1/2" face boaro 

- which exteoos 1/2" below the soffit arx:1 is bevelled inward arrl upward to 

fonn a drip. '!be gap between the roof sheathin:J am the fascia is 

6 
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covera:i with a crudely plana:i cbwn cyma-reversa that may have been 

- canplete \\ben the building was covered with the original 18" drawn oak 

shakes of 6 1/2" exp:>sure. 'Ihe errls of the oox cornice are CCNered by 

the gable rake ooards, scribed to matcn the profile of the cornice. 'Ihe 

- l" thick rake tapers to approximately 5" in width at the ridge. 

Frame 

The cabin is a p:>st arrl beam structure with principal a.rrl secorrlary studs 

am ~wn-braced, "L"-sha:Ee corner posts. 

- Corner Posts 

The comer p:>sts are W1ite oak. Hewn £ran members varyinJ £ran 8 1/2"-

9 1/2" square, the posts retain the exterior dimensions of the original 

- square logs, but have interior legs of 4 1/2"--5 1/2". All have a depth 

of 4" (See Illustration 5). Both legs of the comer posts are let into 

the sills with i:egged terons arrl serve to rold the sills in place as the 

sills are not joined to eadl other. Both the rafter plates am the errl 

girts are joined to each other arrl to the comer p:>sts by lap nortises 

(girt to plate) am by pegged teoons £ran both legs of the corner pests. 

-
The corner p:>st at the southeast comer of the cabin is split fran top to 

oottan on :•·-~diagonal £ran the interior to exterior comers. Although the 

- temns at girt am rafter plate have held the u~r errl in correct 

alignnent, the lack of a sill plate joint has allowa:i the south elevation 

sill to nove outwam allrost 6". 'Ihe other comer p:>sts are heavily 

- damaged by ~r ?)St beetles arrl tennites; the damage is so extensive 

that full replacement is required. 

10 
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-
Down-Braces 

Each oorner p.:>st leg is cbwn-braced with a hewn oak merci:>er of a typical-
6" wide by 4" deep dimension. All of the braces except the two p;irallel 

to, an:1 on, the south elevation are tenoned into the oorner i;osts 48" 

above the sill an:1 extern down to a nortise in the sill 36"-37" oub.ard 

fran the corner p:>st. '!he braces form an argle of approximately 45° 

with the sill an:1 the J;X>St. Studs interrupted by the braces are toe­

nailed to then. '!he down-braces are ~ged to the sills arrl the corner 

{X)StS. 

The two cb,m-braces on the south elevation are teronErl into the corner 

{X)Sts just 26" abO've the sill. Altix>ugh in every other respect identical 

to the other braces, the srorter le~th of the braces i;revents their 

interruption of the sills arrl jamb:; of the a:ljacent south elevation 

win:lows (See Illustration 6). 

Studs 

The first floor studs are of a«> types: a) -- hewn oak principal studs 

typically 5 3/4"-6" wide and 4" deep; an:1, b) -- cannon studs of 

- vertically sawn pine avera:Ji~ 3" wide arx:1 4" deep. 

'!here are two p:incipal studs on eadl elevation: tw:> flankirg the doors 

on the ~ an3 east elevations; two flankirg the win:low on the north; 

- aro, tw:> ~r ones (7 1/2" by 4") on either side of the dlimney on the 

west. All of these but th::>se on the west elevation are ten:>ned into 

their sills, rafter plates, arrl en:1 girts respectively, am their tenons 

- securerl with ~s. '!he west elevation principals exten:1 full height of 

the cabin fran sill to rafter, arrl the errl girts flankirg the dlinney are 

let into the studs. 

12 
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PHITTCXiRAPH S PHITTCGRAPH 6 
DETAIL OF 'Ilffi SILL PLATES DETAIL OF 1HE sam-IEAST 
AND CDRNER PffiT AT 11-IE CORNER OF 1HE ORIGINAL 
samIWEST CORNER OF 1HE CABIN AT SI LIPLATF. LE\rrL. 
ORIGINAL CABIN. 
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PHITT(X;RAPH 7 
INTERIOR OF 1HE FRAME 
ON 1HE EAST ELEVATION 
OF 'TI-IE ORIGINAL CABIN 
scum OF IBE DOOR TO 
THE EAST ADDITI ON 
AFTER RrMOVAL OF SCME 
OF THE MODERN INTERIOR 
SHEATI-IIM:;. 

PHOTCGRAPH 8 
DETAIL OF 'IHE SOOTHEAST 
CORNERPOOT OF TIIB 
ORIGINAL CABIN. 
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'Ihe intennittent cannon studs are also nortised into the sills, errl 

girts, or rafter plates, but none are pegged arrl are secured only with 

cut nails. 

Altrough rortises were cut into the rafter plate to ~cept tenons fr(]fl. 

- studs to be locatErl in the center of the space over each wirrlow, no studs 

were installed a.s the distance fran the top of the wirrlow hea::ler to the 

underside of the plate is but 8". Stu<E are incoqorata:l in the center 

of the span below the wirxiow sills, rowever, as the distance to the sill 

plate is approximately 24 1/2" and the weight of the jamt:s substantial. 

A stud is located in the center of the si:ens 01er the east arrl s,uth 

elevation doors. Perhaps the fact that the stoo is 28" lollJ justified 

its installation. The stud is teoone:i into the rafter plate arrl 

toe-nailed to the door header on the south elevation door. A similar 

stud exists o,er the east elevation <X>Or, but as that ooor frane arrl 

header have been alterErl the stoo now hangs arxi is supIX)rtErl only by the 

nail roldirg its tenon into the nortise in the em girt. 

Most of the studs have been infeste:i with tennites arrl p>wer post 

beetles. At a minimum, the lower 6"-12" of e,ery study examined sh:>ws 

extensive danage, particularly to the structural tenons arrl pegs. 

-
Sill Plates 

The existiRJ sill plates are variable in size arrl species due to at least 

tw::> previoos cycles of replacement. a, the south elevation, only 99 1/2" 

on the western side of the buildirg retain the original hewn oak 9" high 

and 10" deep sill. '!he remainder of the plate is a canposite bean made 

up of 4 units of Southern Yellow Pine of 2 1/2" by 10 1/4" dimension. 

16 



PHaTCGRAPH 9 
DETAIL OF THE 
REPLAOMENT SILL 
NORIBWEST CORNER OF 
1HE NORTH ELEVATION, 
OF ORIGINAL CABIN. 

PHffi(X;RAPH 10 
ORIGINAL CABIN, 
WE.5T END OF lliE 
ScmH ELEVATION 

- SILL. lliE ORIGINAL 
SILL (WEST OF TI-IE 
DOOR) IS UNDERPINNED 
BY CONCRETE BLOCK 

:-' DAT!~ TO IBE 1940s. 
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PHOf(X;RAPH 11 
ORIGINAL CABIN, 
WEST ELEVATION SILL 
NOR'IH OF 1HE CHIMNEY. 

-

~ ,~=•&, A--+~~:- __= -_&c~ -- .... 

\ \ PHOT(X;RAPH 12 
ORIGINAL CABIN, 
WEST ELEVATION 

/ SILL Sa.J'IH OF 1lffi 
0-ITMNEY. 
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PHOf(X;RAPH 13 
DETAIL OF 00\TNBRACE AND SECONDAFY 
sruD SEEN IN PHITT(X;RAPH 17 ABOVE. 

Note the use of multiple X's (shown 
with arrows) to mark the mortise 
and tenon connections in lieu of 
the traditional Ranan Nunerals. 
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'!his replacenent must have occurred when the existirg CMU footirg was 

installed as the block under the replacement IX)rtion of the sill is 

turned on its face to allow for the greater depth of this bean; the 

blocks under the original sill are laid correctly. 

On the west elevation, the two original sections of 9"-9 1/2" high by 

11 1/2" deep, hewn oak ranain in place. Both extend 6" into the chinmey 

masonry arrl are su};P)rted by it. 'Dle s:>uthern IDrtion of this plate has 

- been consumed by p::>wder p:>st beetles an::l crurrblErl on contact; the 

northern IX)rtion is not much better. 

The entire length of the original northern plate has been replaced by a 5 

3/4" high by 7 3/4" wide, circular-sawn oak member. The studs are no 

larger jointed to the sill, but toe-nailed; their teoons were rut off 

- when the new sill plate was installed. 'Ihe new sill, as it is sane 3 

3/4" thinner than the original, has a similarly dimensioned gap with the 

west elevation sill plate. 

The east elevation sill cp~ars rot to have been replaced arrl is of the 

same size oak as the original members on the west elevation. 

'!'he unusual am p:>or construction tedmiqtE of rot half-lappirg or teoon 

arxi nortisiD:J the sills together is evident on both the SE aoo ~ 

corners. Alth:>ugh the builders must have believed that the joints 

between halflap the first floor joists am the north arrl south elevation 

sills 'NOuld force the joists to act in tension arrl thus rold the sills in 

- aligrrnent, they failed to realize that the smaller half flaps of the 

joists w:>uld fail much earlier \then subjectErl to insect attack than 'NOuld 

have the larger sill to sill joints. 

20 



First Floor Joists and Flooring 

The first floor joists are hewn oak am avercge 4" t7y' 8 1/2" arrl. are - approximately 27" on center. The joists are half-lapped onto the north 

arrl. south elevation sills arc appear to be i:eqged into :{X)sition. 

A hearth box crljacent to the d1imney is constructed of two cleats ( 1 3/4" 

x 4"), the eastern one nailed to the western face of the first floor 

joist, the other to the interior faces of the western sill plates. The 

cleats supp:.,rt a hearth cox floor of 1" thick shipla~ pine l::oards. 

'!he box originally held a sam am nortar bed below b.O courses of brick. 

The hearth nust have been reooved \\hen the fireplace on the first floor - was filled in, probably ca. 1940, when the interior was nodernized with 

the crldition of the first floor board sheathirg, electricity, am the 

oorth crldition. -
Two finished floors exist on the first floor. '!he u~r floorirg is 3 

1/4" wide, 3/4" thick, torgued arrl. grooved pine am was installed at the 

sane time as the beaded interior sheathirg, electrical outlets, arrl other 

alterations. 'Ille nodern floorirg covers the original 1 1/4" by 5 1/4" 

to~ued arrl groo.,ed, face-nailed , pine toaros. '!he rabbetErl grOO\Te in 

the original boar&; is 7/16" wide arx:l deep am not centerErl on the 

board's edge, but of£set oownward to provide 1/2" of WJOd a:x:we the 

groove. 

The floor ooards at the gable errls do oot stop on an even line crljacent 

to the sidirg, but are ra.3ged. As discussErl later in relation to the 

wiroow casirgs, the lack of finish of the floorirg errls suggests that the 

original intent was that a baseboard am plaster would cover the area so 

no effort was experx:ied to finish it. 

21 
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Rafter Plates 

The rorth am s:>uth elevation hewn oak rafter plates are ap:r;roximatel y 4" -

-

wide and 8" high am are sup!X)rted by the principal arrl cannon studs. 

The legs of the oorner {X)Sts J;Brallel to the rafter plate have ~ged 

tenons into the rafter plate nortises. The 3" x 8" secorrl floor joists 

(hewn oak) are lap{:ed over the rafter plates arrl exterrl 1O" beyorrl their 

exterior faces. '!he rafters, in turn, sup!X)rt 3/4" x 10" false plates 

onto ~ich the 3" x 4 1/4" hewn oak rafters are nailed. '!he joists arrl 

the exterior of rafter plates are cass:l to foIIn a well-trimms:1 box 

cornice (See Illustration 4). 

End Girts 

'!he east am west en::l girts are but larger secorrl floor joists; both are 

approximately 4" by 7 3/4" am of hewn oak. Both are nortiss:l to accept 

teoo~ fran their J;Bral lel legs of the oomer p:>sts arrl, on the ~st 

elevation, fran the principal studs flankirg the chinney as that girt is 

broken by the chimney masonry. 

The errl girts are lapped over the rafter plates in the sane roamer as 

the secorrl floor joists, sup!X)rtin:J the east am west ends of the false 

plates am the box oomice. '!he studs suR;X)rtin:J the gable ems of the 

secom fu,>r are let into the errl girts an:l will be disrussm below. 

Windows 

'!he three first floor wirrlow franes are oonstructErl in the sane manner 

am all appear to be original. 'lhe heads am sills sup!X)rt the mits and 

are lap{:ed onto the CCJnJTOn studs flankirg the wirrlows; the jaxlbs are 

sup!X)rts:l by the heads arrl sills. 
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PHOf(X;RAPH 14 
NORrH ELEVATION 
WINOCW OF TI-IE 
ORIGINAL CABIN. 

PHarcx:;RAPH 15 
DETAIL OF IBE 
EASTERN Sa.rm 
ELEVATION WINIX)I 
OF lliE ORIGINAL 
CABIN AT SILL LEVEL. 
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PHOT(XRAPH 16 
DETAIL OF IBE INTERIOR 
OF TifE ORIGINAL CABIN 

-- SCXJTI-I ELEVATICN EAST
WINDOV. 

PHOf(X;RAPH 17 
'IYPI CAL DETAIL OF IBE 
MANNER IN WHIOI 1HE 
WINOO\T SILLS ARE LEI' 
INrO 'IHE PRINCIPAL 
snms OF nm ORIGINAL 
CABIN. 
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'Ihe sills are 2 3/4"-3" thick arrl 6 1/2"-7" wide; they are set at an-
angle arrl slo~ outward arrl downward 3/4". Although the sills average 

only 37 1/2" in lergth on the exterior, their interior lergth is 

approximately 48" allowirg than to exteoo beyorrl the jamh5 an:1 to be let 

into the a:ljacent studs (See Illustrations 6 arrl 7) in a similar fashion. 

'!he wirrlow heads do not exterrl beyorrl the outer Erlges of the jamts on the 

exterior, but are let into the stud interiors on either side.-
'!he jamb3 average 4 1/2" deep and 5" wide am are joinErl to both hea:1 and 

sill with teoons that exterrl into q;,en nortises in the h::>rizontal-
ment>ers. '!he jambs incorp:,rate 3/8" wide integral exterior sash steps: 

the lower stop is 2" deep am fonns a 1 1/8" dlannel for the lower sash; 

the up~r step is 5/8" deep arrl forms a 1 1/8" dlannel for the up~r and 

stationary sash (See Illustration 7). 

As the exterior faces of the heed arrl jambs are flush with the exterior 

faces of the a:ljacent cannon or principal studs, the exterior sidin:;J 

exteoos outwaro fran that plane arrl the sidin:;J edges at the jamts and 

hecrl require trim. A pine boaro, 5/8" thick, 4 1/2" wide am with a 1/4" 

becrl on its interior edges was applied to the head am jambs, mitred at 

the corners. '!he trim boaro was set flush with the inwam Erlge of jamb 

am funned a 1/2" wide, 3/4" deep reveal outward fran the integral sash 

stop. 
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'!he sills IX."Oject 1 1/2" beyorrl the face of the sidirg am oo not e.xterrl 

beyom the outer edges of the jambs. A rabbit on the underside of the-
sill, typically 1/2" deep am 3/4" wide accepts the u~r edge of the 

sidiBJ course below the sill. 

The fact that the janbs, sil1, arrl hecrl are 1/2" deeper than the studs, 

am therefore exten:i into the roan 1/2" irore than the structural members, 

indicates that the window lnits were made and installed with the intent 

that the room would eventually be plastered am interior trim applied to 

the windows. Whitewash on the interior of the studs, corner p::>sts ,am 

- sidin:J and a canplete lack of any evidence of plaster keys, lath, or lath 

nails indicate, oowever, that the interior was never finished mtil the 

existiBJ beadErl pine sheathir¥J was installa:i ca. 1940. 

-
The existir¥J sash are si0:3 le hung arr1 the uwer sash is stationary. Each 

sash has nine lights of 8" by 10" glass. The upi;er sash measure 34 1/2" 

in height by 29"; the lower 33 1/4" in height by 29". '!he stiles are 

typically 2 1/2" wide, the meetiBJ rails 1 1/2", the toprail 2 1/2" and 

the sill rail 2 3/4". 'Ihe existir¥J sash are 1 1/8" thick arrl mcrle of 

pine. 

The existiaj sash are oot original. A canplete sill or hecrl rail of a 

- old am significantly weatherErl sash was recovered durirg research for 

this report. '!he leBJth, 29", am mtntin nortise StBCiBJ irrlicate that 

it, too, held 8" x 10" lights. Its simpler iroldirg profile suggests that 

it was the original ronfiguration of the sash; the existil'l3, more It0dern, 

sash copied the dimensions of the original, but not the noldirg profile 

(See Illustration 3). 
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The Doors -
The s:>uth d:>or has 5 3/8" wide ard 4 1/8" deep pine jambs that are 

tenoned into a 4 1/8" deep and 5" high header. The exterior of the 

header is only as wide as the outer Edges of the jambs, but on the-
interior the header extends sane 6"-7" to either side aoo is let into the 

adjacent irincipal studs with lap nortises. (See Illustration 8). 

'!he interior a:lges of both the head arrl jambs have rabbets 1/2" wide and 

1 1/2" deep; the full-thickness outer p:>rtions of these faces form stops 

for the door. Both exterior arrl interior inward a:lges of the jaml:s and 

head are finished with 1/4" ~ads. 

The interiors of the jambs am hecrl are faced with the noldinJs seen in-
Illustration 3. '!'he exterior of the jamb:3 arrl heed are now covered with 

a nodern 3 1/2" x 3/4" beaded board, but ~int below the existinJ trim 

indicates that approximately 2" of the janb was originally exposed and 

the t.mpainta:l outward 3 1/2" was originally covered with trim, now 

missiBJ. '!he original door was 78" by 35"; the existinJ nodern, ply\t.OOd 

panelled dx>r is 76" x 34 1/4". 

-

-
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-
'!he existi03 cb:>r frame to the east wi03 is a rE:.l)lacement of the 

- original. Although original lap rortises 3 3/4" high and 3/4" deep 

remain in the principal studs flankirg the ooorway am W'lich fonn a 49" 

wide openil'}3, a later 2 3/4" x 3 3/4" wide-sweep circular sawn pine stud 

has been inserted inwaro £ran the original oouthern stud to frane the 

existirg door an:l supp:>rt the machined-planed 3/4" door casi03. 

Additionally, a 5" by 5/8" section of reused sidirg has been nailed into 

- the original header lap rortises to supp:>rt the later circular-sawn stt.rl. 

The sidirg covers broken rut nails in each nortise--evidence of the 

removerl original header. ~ supp:>rt is providerl for the 3" x 4" hewn oak 

- stud a:x:,ve the d:)or that was originally toe-nailed to the now-missin;J 

header. 

- The existirg east d:)or is an old one. It measures 35 3/8" by 72 3/8" an:1 

is 1 1/4" thick. '!he bottan rail is now 6" high an:l its 5 1/2" tenon 

into the styles is q:>en at the bottom, a p:>or structural detail that 

suggest that 2"-3" probably has been cut off the door to fit it into the 

present q:>enirXJ. 'llle center rail is 9" high am has two 2 1/2" terons 

into the stiles. '!he upper rail is 4" high an:l the 2 1/2" tenors are 

also regged to the stiles. '!he t:wo u~r p:3nels are 35 1/8" by 11 1/4"; 

the b.o lower panels 19 3/8" by 11 1/4". 'l'he 5/8" thick pmels are not 

raised, nor d:> the rails or stiles have mlded e3ges a:ijacent to the 

- 7/16" deep panel reveals. '!he southern an:l center stiles are 4 1/8" 

wide; the rorthern is only 3 1/4"-3 3/8" am it appears to have been rut 

down crudely fran its original dimension of 4 1/8". '!his would suggest 

that the ooor originally was rncrle to fit an q,enirg of approximately 36 

1/4" by 75 3/8", that is, one slightly larger, but of the sane height, 

as the original front ooor q,enirg. 
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PHarcx;RAPH 2 0 
DETAIL OF "SELF-CLC6IM:i" 
HIN:iE ON THE ORIGINAL 
CABIN, EAST ELEVATICN OOOR. 
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PHITTffiRAPH 21 
LCWER RUN OF STEPS 
IN lliE ORIGINAL CABIN. 
1HE BAIIJSTERS, NEWEL 
PC6T, AND MOLDI~S ARE 
ORIGINAL. 

PHarmRAPH 2 2 
IBE ORIGINAL STRI~ER 
FOR THE UPPER RUN OF 
STAIRS IN 1HE ORIGINAL 
CABIN AFTER REMOVAL OF 
rnE IATER INfERIOR 
SHEA1HIK;. 

Note the traces of the 
now-missing moldings 
that remain in place 
on the lower nm. 
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PHITT(X;RAPH 23 
ORIGINAL C.ABIN, WEST 
ELEVATION FIRST FLCOR 
FIREPLACE. 

Note that whitewashed 
plaster extends fully to 
closed opening indicating 
that the mantel is not 
original. 

PHITT((;RAPH 2 4 
ORIGINAL CABIN, 
EXISTit«; STAIRCASE 
IN NORTHEA5T COFNER. 

! 
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4. '!he four-panel d:>or under the staircase, i;:aral lel to the rorth 

- elevation am flush with the interior erlge of the highest winder, retains 

the same red/brown stain or Jaint foum on the original strirger an:1 the 

wirrlow arrl door frames. '!he inward arcirg quarter-circles on the raised 

- panels fonn a decorative touch. 

5. 'Ihe three structural torses fonnirg the carricge for the staircase 

- are whitewasherl behirrl the rrodern sheathirg as are the undersides arrl 

backsides of the tre~s an:1 risers. 

The original staircase, tlx>ugh missing fifteen balusters, a section of 

rail, am the trim on the stringer parallel to the east wall, is in 

excellent corrlition. 

Second Floor Joists 

The secorrl floor joists are constructerl of hewn oak an:1 avercge 2 7/8" by 

- 7 3/4", although their dimensions vary fran 2 3/4" to 3" and 7 5/8" to 

8". '!heir spacirg is erratic , avercging 2 3 1/2 on center, but rarg irY:J 

from 18 1/2" to 26 1/4". '1.be joists span 17' 3" between the rafter plates 

- over which they are lapped arrl they continue an crlditional 1O", 

suPIX}rtiRJ the false plate on whidl the rafters bear arrl providil'lj the 

suPIX}rt for the box oornice. '!he errl girts are lai:ge gable errl floor 

- joists (4"x7 3/4" and S"x 7 3/4"). 'Ibey are detailerl in the sane manner 

as the other joists. 

-

-
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'!he first joist inwam fran the eastern errl girt is hea3ed off with a 4 "x 

7 3/4" oak beam 8 '6" fran the south rafter plate to fotm the stair-
openi03. '!he joist resumes as an ootrigger at the north rafter plate, 

but because the typical joist-to-plate lap joint have provided no 

stre113th to the member, it was d::>ve-tailed into the rafter plate. 

Knee Wall Studs 

The secooo floor joists supp,rts stort studs, 11 1/4" inwaro fran the 

rafter plates. '!he vertically sawn pine studs vacy from 3"x4" to 4"x4 

1/4" arrl are toe-nailed to the rafters arrl tenonErl to the joists. '!he 

studs support the 7/8" thick interior sheathiBJ of rarrlan (6"-14") pine 

rough sawn (circular) boards that fonn a wall 24" high. Sane of the 

joints between the boards are coverErl with riven oak battens 1 1/4" wide 

arrl 1/4"-1/3" thick. '!be boards are rut nailed, but the absence of 

existir¥3 or evidence of earlier floorir¥3 behirrl the knee wall indicates 

that the knee wall ccwerir¥3 is original.. 

-
There is no knee wall or sheathiBJ on the north wall within the stair­

case arrl the false plate am rafters are there exposed to view. 

-
East Gable End Studs 

Eight s~ frane the east gable fran the em girt to the errl rafter 

- above. Of vertically sawn pine, the studs average 3" wide an:I 3 3/4" 

-

deep but are variable (2 3/4"-4 1/4" by 3 1/2"-4"). '!be distance l:etween 

studs in all but the center space averages 21": the~ center stud; are 

33 1/2" apart (See Illustration 9) to accxmnodate the east gable wirrlow. 

-

'!he studs are tenoned to the em girt arrl toe-nailerl to the rafters. 
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Both central studs incorporate h:>rizontal rct>bets on their facin:J sides 

- that held the original wirrlow sill arrl head; both pieces are now gone. 

The sill rct>bet, beginnirg 17" ct>ove the floor, is 4 3/4" high arrl l" 

deep; the he~ rabbet, 33" above the top of the sill, is 1 3/8" high and 

1" deep. 'llle north jant> casirg remains .!!!, situ arrl is 7/8" thick arrl 4 

1/2" wide. '!he finisha:i openirg for this casement sash was 31 1/2" wide 

arrl 32" high arrl probably held a sash canp:>sed of six 8" x 12" lights. 

-
No interior boaro sheathirg is applia:i to the inside of the east gct>le 

studs or ceilirg. '!he thick 'ttlitewash on the studs arrl interior face of 

- the weatherboards testifies that the frame was originally ex:EX)Sa:i. 

Probably after 1940, gypsum board was nailed 01er the studs arrl an old 

chair rail ~ded as a finishin; touch 15" above the floor am the full 

- len;th of the gable. 

West Gable Studs 

- The west gable has only six studs, three on each side of the chimney 

(Illustration #10). 'llle four outer studs are similar in size to those on 

the e~t elevation; the two central studs are lar:ger ( 7 1/2" x4"), 

however, arrl are, in fact, the upwaro extension of the principal studs of-· 
the first flex>r frcme arrl into \tbich the western errl girts are tenonErl. 

'!he spaci03 on the studs is skewed to accamodate the t1NO casement 

wirrlows that flank the chimney. '!he S)Uth am north central studs are 24 

1/4" and 20 1/4" fran their respective knee wall studs and 21 3/4" £ran 

- the innenrost principal studs. 

-
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As on the studs to the east, rabbets are found in the studs flankirY:J the 

wiooows. '!he 4" high arn l" deep sill rabbets secure outward sloping 2 

5/8" thick pine sills that extern to the ootward Erlges of the studs on 

the interior (29") arn extern 1 1/2" beyorrl the exterior face of the 

weather toards. '!he bottan of the sil1 is 18 1/4" al:xwe the floor. 'lhe 

wiroow head, 24 7/8" above the tq, of the sill, is a 1 1/4" vertically 

sawn pine plank let into the a3jacent studs. '!he studs arrl heoo are 

- cased with 7/8" thick pine boards, 3 3/4" wide. The jambs arrl hea:i have 

a 1/2" wide arrl 3/8" deep rabbet on their inward Erlges. 'lhe 3 1/2" wide 

interior trim on the jambs arn heoo adds an additional 7/8" thickness 

- that CXlllbined with that on the casir):J, fonns a 1 1/4" reveal for the 

casement sash. '!he inward edge of the trim incoqnrates a 1/4" bead: the 

out Erlge supp::>rts an ooulo noldiBJ. '!he 24" high am 20" wide casement 

- sash of four 8" xlO" lights originally oi;:ened inward am a~ fran the 

fireplace arrl were hung fran leather hil'):Jes. '!he existiBJ 2" b.ltt 

hi~es, face nnunted, are nodern. 

-
Second Floor Stair Hall Partition 

Eight studs separate the staircase arrl hall fran the laI"ger secoro floor 

roan. I.Dcated 41 1/4" fran the east gable studs, the circular sa\tJl'l pine 

studs fonniIY::J the hall pirtition are directly below a rafter p:tir am 

bear on a joist below: the studs are nailErl to both the rafters arrl 

joist. '!he two nest exterior studs are the 3" x4" studs that tenninate 

the kneewall to the west. 

-
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'1.'he renainirg five studs average 2" x4" but rarge fran 1 3/4"-2 1/8" by 

3 7/8" -5". '1he studs average 25 5/8" on center, a figure skewed by the 

29 1/2" ax>r openirg between the third arrl fourth studs on the s:>uth arrl 

the 30" wide wiroow between the third arrl fourth studs fran the north 

(See Illustration #11).-
The cbor is constructed of five rarrlan-width, l" thick, boaros (2 5/8"--

6 3/8" wide) fonnirg a canbined width of 27". The door has a height of-
73 3/4", but slopes <X>Wn, i;:arallel to the roof line, to 64" on its 

southern edge. The boards are secured by three 6 1/4" high am 24 1/4" 

wide battens with bevelled a:lges applied on the hall side. '!be battens-
are centered 14" , . 34 1/4" , and 60 1/2" down fran the tq, of the door. 

The door is row hung fran 2" butt hirges, but a leather fr cgment ( 1/4" 

thick, 2 1/4" high, 3" wide, am secured with b.o rosehecd nails)-
suggests the form of the original hirges. A 2" wide leather "?,111" on 

the hall side of the door was the original "knob." The door casirg 

consists of 3/4" by 4 3/4" jambs with 3/4" by 2" stops. '!here is no 

interior trim as the door is set flush with the sheathirg in the larger 

secorrl floor rcx::m. 

The p:1rtition wimow openirg was apparently constructed to "borrow" light 

am ventilation £ran the east elevation gable wimow. The OE2nirg is 

fonned by':~, ca&irg of l" x4 1/4" pine boaros nailed to the studs 28 1/4"-
above floor level. '!he resultant 34 1/4" high by 27 1/2" wide OE2nirg 

now muses a reused 6-light sash that is toe-nailed to the casirg arrl 

therefore ino{:erable. The lack of evidence of hinges that would make, or 

have made, the wiooow ftmctional, am the lack of any stops on the casirg 

suggest that the openirg, if original, was not first glazed. 

-
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'!his is also suggested by the fact that the lttlitewash on the casir~ 

continues, uninterrupted, behim the existill:J sash. 

The west sides of the partition studs are sheathed with wide-sweep 

circular sawn pine boards 5/8"-3/4" thick am shiplappa:I. '!he boar~ are 

cut-nailed to the studs arrl have been \thitewashed. '!he boards butt into 

the knee wall on the north am south eoos of the partition, am step at 

the board ceili°=' applied to the tnderside of the collar ties arrl rafters 

in the main seoom floor roan. 

-

- The Rafters 

The rafters average 3" wide arrl 4 1/4" thick. Of vertically sawn pine, 

they are joined with a pegged open-m:>rtise am tenon joint at the ridge 

arrl are nailed to the false plate. Because the rafters are sui;p:>rtErl by 

the knee wall studs, their spacill:J is the same as the secom floor joists 

to \th ich tlnse studs are joined. 

Every rafter has a collar tie that is half-lap~ arrl nailed into to the 

rafter pair it stiffens. '!he collars are typically 3 5/8" high by 3" 

wide sawn oak members am the p:essure of rarrlan ra:>bets arrl nortises 

indicate that they are reused rafters fran another earlier structure. 

'!he ooiq~are typically 83" cixNe the secoro floor. 

'!he underside of the rafters am collars within the main secorrl floor 

roan is also sheathed with shipla~ boaros, 5/8"-3/4" thick, roogh sawn 

(circular), arrl secured with cut nails. Many of the joints are covered 
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with riven oak (l/4"-1/3" by 2") or planErl pine (3/8"-5/8" by 2"-4") 

battens. Because this sheathirg is a continuation of that on the knee 

wall behin:l which oo floorirg exists, it is considerErl original fabric. 

Second Floor FlOQring 

The floorirg on the secorrl floor is pine, l"-1 1/8" thick, arrl in rarrlan 

widths of 9"-10 1/4". '!he boards are buttErl, not torguErl arxl groovErl, 

am face nailed with cut nails. 

Mantle 

The 64" wide am 58" high pine mantle on the secorrl floor surrounds a 

filled in fireplace openirg of brick. 'lbe masom:y is :(:enetrated with a 

clay stove "th:i.nt>le" that once served a stove. R> hearth is evident, but 

the 24" by 59" wide and 5" deep hearth box frane within the secorrl floor 

joists irrlicates that a hearth was original. '!he mantle retains the dark 

red brown paint stain also evident on the first floor trim arrl the raised 

panels below the mantle shelf echo th::>se of the d:>or to the closet 

beneath the stairs. 

As on the first floor, rowever, the continuous plaster am \thitewash on 

the ch:iJmey face behim the mantle indicate that no mantle was originally 

installed,., in the roan. 
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The East w~ (The Kitchen) 

Accoroirg to local s::mrces,* the east wirg was constructErl in the 1920s 

arrl fabric analysis has iooicated that almost the entire crldition was 

cons tructa:1 fran materials derived fran the denoli tion of a 

well-finished, early nineteenth century house. 

The a:idition in plan is a simple shed-leanto exterrlirg 10 '2" east arrl 

recessed 2" oorth fran the southeast corner of the original cabin. Its 

north/s,uth lergth of 17'6" brirgs the oorth elevation wall flush with 

the north elevation of the cabin. 

-
The a:idi tion is clad in several types of sidirg: the s,uth elevation 

with pine weather boards havirg rarrlan exposures of between 5 1/2" arrl 13 

1/2": the east elevation with vertical lx>atds of widths fran 4 3/4" to 14 

1/4": arx:1, the north elevation with cla{ix>ards with an average exposure 

of 5 1/2"-6". '!he s:>uth an:1 east elevation roams are reused: s:>me are 

torgue-and-grooved, sane rough sawn with a wide-radius circular saw, and 

many sh:>w kerfs with broken nails irrlicative of the fact that they ~re 

first usErl as floorirg. 

-

* Claudine O'Brien of App:mattox Courth:>use, a descerrlent of both the 

Sweeneys arrl the Conners, is the source of this statenent. 
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PHormRAPH 27 
EAST ELEVATION, ORIGINAL 
C.ABIN AND EAST AND NORIB 
ADDITIOOS. 
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'!be s:>Uth elevation has a stationary sash, 35 1/4" wide am 26 1/2" high 

can~sed of six 10" xl2" lights, as well as a rcodern 4-light door. The 

east elevation has a sinJle stationary sash identical to that on the 

south. '!be south elevation wirrlow has no exterior trim arrl a casing 

canµ:>sed of 3/4" by 5 1/2" jarrt>s, head, an:1 sill. The east elevation 

wirrlow has a similar casirg but an exterior trim canposa:i of 5/8" by 3 

1/2" boards. Neither sash was rrooe for its existirg frame as is 

deroonstratai both by the paint traces that exterrl behim the existing 

casirgs am the fact that the sash oo not fit within the rct>bets formed 

by the stq;>5 an::i casings, but extern behirrl arx:l beyorrl the casirgs. 

The oorth elevation has a nodern 23 1/2" wide d:>or that serves as access 

to the ca. 1940 north addition. 'Ihere is no evidence on the adjacent 

studs to imicate that this d:>or is either original or that it replaced 

an earlier opening. 

'!be eight rafters exterrl 5 1/2" beyord the sidi~ on the east elevation. 

'Ibey have no fascia am supp:>rt the l" sheathillJ that is coverai with 24" 

wide sheets of inverted V jointed tin roofirg. 

'!he addition is built on t'WO sills parallel to the east elevation of the 

cct>in am ~rted on stone piers. '!he sills are reused hewn, v-notched 

logsi the western one is 8" by 9", that to the east 5" x 8". Ten joists 

are toe-nailed onto the tops of the sillsi the joists are barked l03s 

with only the upper face finished, are S"-8" in diameter, arrl set 

-- approximately 27" on center. 
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Studs 

There are two types of studs incorporated in the frame of the east 

addition: a few relatively nodern, rough sawn manbers (1 3/4" by 4", and 

2" x 4" ) arrl much older, vertical1 y sawn or hewn arrl planed , reused 

rafters am floor joists. All of the east arrl oouth wall studc; am all 

but of few of tlx)se on the oorth elevation are of the later type. 

Most of the studs on the south arrl east walls are hewn arrl planErl pine 

averagirg 3 1/2" by 5 3/4". All have 3/8" bea:ls on both edges of one of 

the narrow faces arrl l" diameter augerErl roles, approximately 48" on 

center on the ~?)site face. Cne or two of the studs have bevelled lap 

mortises cut into one side of one of their wider faces. There can be no 

question that these becrled studs \Ere originally the exp)sed secom floor 

joists of an earlier lx>use. 

The studs on the east elevation are 72" high, are nailed to the sill, arrl 

have a l "x6" pine rafter plate nailErl to the t~ Edge. The studs are 

secured laterally by i;airs of h:>rizontal nailers that are toe-nailed to 

the sides of the studs, one directly below the rafter plate arxi one 

35"-36" cbove the sill. '!he nailers are vertically sawn pine, typically 

3"x4", am die evidence of lap nortises on their faces suggest that they 

originally &eIVed as rafters. 

-
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-
'!he studs oo the oorth arrl EOuth elevations increase in height with the 

sloi:e of the roof arrl reach a maximtJn of 110" a:ljacent to the original 

ccbin. 'llle studs on the rorth am EOuth walls ch not have nailers 

between them as both walls are covered with horizontal sidirg that 

provides the neerled lateral stcbility. 'Ihe oorth am EOuth elevation 

studs are toe-nailed to, am directly under, their resi:ective errl 

rafters. 

The Rafters 

The rafters carry l" thick pine sheathirg, most of wiich api:ears to be 

reused floori03. '!he roofirg is inverted V jointed tin. The eight pine 

rafters aver~e 2 3/4" by 3 3/4", but vary fran 2 5/8" to 3" by 3 1/2" to 

4 1/4". At their upi:er ends they are nailed to a 2"x4" la:lger nails:! to 

...... the exterior of the original cabin arrl at their lower errls to the plate 

supp:>rted by the east elevation studs. All of the rafters have urusa:1 

collar tie lap nortises, tie bean nortises, arrl broken lath nails 

- irxlicatin.;J that they were originally rafters in a ridge roof. 

~ 24"x24" sheets of tin fire-proofin.;J exist just below the errl rafter 

between the corner am secorrl, am secom am third studs on the north 

elevation. '!he nore eastern metal sheet is puncturerl by a 6" dianeter 

role; the ·.ilestem one by a firebrick thi.nDle that is incorp:>rated in the 
. :.. 

17"xl7" brick dlinney in the a:ljacent north a:ldition. '!'he thinble arrl 

earlier stovepii:e role establish the original location of the cookirg 

stove in the roan. 
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PHITTffiRAPH 30 
NORIB ELEVATION OF 
1lIE EA5T ADDITION 
LOOKI!\C INTO 1HE 
CMU NORTI-I ADDITION. 

PHITT(X;RAPH 31 
DETAIL OF 'IWO OF 
TifE EAST ADDITION 
RAFTERS SH(l\TING 
VESTIGAL HALF-I.AP 
MORTISES INDICATit-r; 
'IHAT lliE RAFTERS ARE 
RBJSED FRCM AN EARLIER 
RIIX:;E ROOF • 
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The North Addition 

The rorth a:Jdition is built cgainst the north face of the east crldition 

arrl laps 5' 3 1/4" over the eastern errl of the original cabin's north 

elevation. 'llle 7 l/2"xl5 l/2"x8" concrete block aidition neasures 9' 11" 

north/south arrl 15'4" east/west an:1 projects 1 1/2" east of the earlier 

addition. 

On the east am west elevations the wall is three mits higher (23 3/4") 

at the south corners than at the north, steppinj down in three mas::>nry 

unit lifts. '!his charge in coursirg is 00\7ered by the 3/4" by 6" rake 

boards. 'Ihe small triaflJular portion of the south elevation of the 

addition that is exµ>sed ci:>ove the r:oofline of the east crldi tion is wcxxi 

frame arrl covere:1 with 5 1/2" exposure weatherboards. 

Both east arrl west elevations have exterior cbors. 'Ihe openirg on the 

east is 31 1/4" wide and 75 3/4" high; that on the west is 34 1/4" by 75 

1/2". Both have 3/4" by 6 1/4" pine casirgs arrl exterior trim of simple 

3/4" by 3 1/2" pine boards. Both 4-panel doors sl:nw evidence of reuse: 

the stiles are oonstructe:1 with q;,en nortises to accept the tenons fran 

the rails am the joints are pegged; aoo, the slightly raise:1 panels and 

nnlded cdjacent stiles an3 rails stnw a oonsiderable I=Bint b.lildup arrl 

extensive iireatheri~. 

Perhaps these cbors were salvaged fran the same structure that :E;J:'Olided 

the materials for the east addition. 

-
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- _ PHOTffiRAPH 32 
.~ ·...:-.·i,;... NORTI-I ADDI TI00, 
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PHOTCT;RAPH 33 
NOimI ADDITION, 
NOimf ELEVAT! ON. 
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PHCYrCI;RAPH 34 
NORIB ADDI TION, 
WEST EIEVATICN. 
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'!be oorth elevation has b,o six-light (10"xl2") casements. '!hey have 

crude sills, jambs, arxl a hea:i of 2 l/4"x8" pine set flush with the 

exterior of the mas:>nry arrl oovered with plain 3/4" by 3 1/2" board trim. 

- The finished wirrlow openi03s measure 31" high and 34" wide. The 2"x4" 

rafters exterrl 5" beyorrl the north elevation arrl have a simple 3/4" by 4 

1/4" fascia. 

-

Because the rorth a:ldition was built into a bank the interior floor level 

at the northwest corner is 13" below exterior grade, arrl at the northeast 

corner, 3". Interior floor level a:ljacent to the original. cabin is a:>out 

12" above grade, arxl approximately 20" above grade at the southeast 

corner. 

,.. 

The interior of the :roai, is sp1rtan. '!be concrete floor supp:,rts a 

raised C.M.U. square enclosure within whidl a water pump fran the well is 

housed. '!be only other feature in the roan is the 17"xl7" brick dlimney 

that once served the kitchen stove in the east crldition. 
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IV. DISClJSSI01 

CCR)ITICN - '!be Ori<Jinal Cabin 

The Charles Sweeney muse retains al.nost all of its original fabric: some 

of it has been covered by the alterations of ca. 1940, arrl a small amount 

rerroved entirely, but virtually oo conjecture w:>uld be required to 

restore the structure to its 1865 appearance. 

Unfortunately, altrough havirg great integrity, the muse is structurally 

in an appallirg condition arxl it is doubtful that it w:>uld be standirg 

were it not for the bracirg provided by the chimney mass on the west, am 

the additions on the oorth arxl east. It will not remain standirg mudl 

larger. '!he west elevation sill plates are decayed canpletely: the 

principal arxl camon studs am northern am southern legs of the western 

corner p:>sts are 1"l)W left msuRX)rted, ard ha113 fran the em girt. '1.be 

western p:>rtion of the south sill is similarly decayed am the replaced 

eastern mit was p:>arly designed am has caused the ootwanl novement of 

the studs sane 6", shearirg the southeast corner ~t in the IXOcess. 

R:>wder p:>st beetle am tet:mite damage is extensive in all of the studs on 

this elevation,.in sane cases up to, am includirg, the rafter plate• 
.,.. 

'!he east elevation sill am stud bottans have lorg been subject to insect 

danage. '!be north sill has been replace:l ard the less-damaged franirg 

ment>ers toe-nailed to the sill. 

,-
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If this structure is to be retained, it is marrlatory to replace virtually 

all of the first floor exterior envelo~. '!'he wirrlows am casi03s, the 

staircase, sane of the first floor joists, the chimney, S)ffle of the 

original flooril'l3 arrl sidiBJ, arrl a few of the studs may be retainErl. 

The balance of the fabric will require replacement-in-kirrl. 

-
'!he secorrl floor fabric is essentially sound; only the roof needs 

restoration to its original drawn oak shakes. 

In stmnary, the buildi~ has been "rooth-balled" by the National Park 

Service since 1983, but the years of benign neglect of the structure 

before acquisition by the Service am since its rehabilitation by the 

Sweeney Family ca. 1940 have brooght it to a state of near collapse. 

Treatment Alternatives 

.- Fufther Benisn Neglect 

-

Further neglect of the structure will assure its collapse in the 

inmediate future. But as the cabin stood at the tine of the surrender 

am the muse am lam were µ.irdlased because of their im!X)rtance to the 

primacy diipe of the park, the loss of this buildi~ is not an acceptci>le 

alternative. FUrthemore, the General Man.:gement Plan calls for the 

cabin to be "restore:l, interpreted, am used to house exhibits relating 

to the Sweeney family am the invention of the 5-strirg banjo." 
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Stabilization 

Because of the a:lvanced deterioration of the structure, stabilization in 

situ is not a viable alternative. The immediate ccst of needli~ arrl-
cribbiflJ the s:>und fabric, i.e. the secorrl floor, is rot justifiErl as 

the buildirY::J will require disasseni:>ly later, in any case, if the building 

is to be restored. 

preservation 

Preservation of the cabin \«>uld entail the replacE!llent-in-kirrl of all of 

the existi~ decayed fabric. As replacement of the original structural 

ment>ers will necessitate the rawval of all of the ca. 1940 interior -
sheathing, mudl of 'ttlidl is decayed due to p)Wder pest beetle 

infestation, a "pure" i:reservation alternative \\Ollld require the 

- replacement- in-kirrl of the later sheathirg, visible electrical system, 

arrl the ca. 1940 staircase enclosure. Because none of the later fabric 

is unique or ardlitecturally significant, as it is less than 50 years old 

arrl therefore not "historic," arrl :EBrticularly because it ca,ers the 

fabric that was exIX)sed duri~ the ~riod of the structure's historical 

significance, its replacement is not, herein, jooged desirable. 

'lherefore, strict preservation is not deemed the desirable alternative. 

Preservation/Rest.oration 

The recanmemed alternative canbines the replacement-in-kirx:1 of all 

original fabric arx:1 the resultant restoration of the structure by default 

based on the deliberate decision~~ replace non-original fabric, i.e. 

that dati~ to after the surrender. 
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• J;t>t only will this alternative save the cabin, but it will allow exp:>sure 

of the entire whitewashed first floor structure arrl o~n staircase as 

Charles sweeney saw it. 'lllis q;,tion not only allows for exhibits on the 

5-strin.;J banjo, it would permit for the interpretation of the house as an 

example of a snal.1-scale Virginia p:>st am beam structure. '!his cption 

is consistent with the General Management Plan ard is the suggested 

course of action for the original cabin. 

The Additions 

If the recamnerrled alternative for the original cabin is selectErl - i.e. 

- to interpret the structure to its Civil War appearance -- the logical 

course of ~tion dictates the 'I'E!IK)\Tal of the east an:1 north crldi tions. 

'lbe north oodition is structurally sourrl but visually inapiropriate. It 

is not "historic" by definition am will have to be reooved to allow 

for the replacement of the north arrl east sills arrl the oojacent studs. 

The east crldition presents a nore difficult qtestion. 'lbe reused 

materials in the shed are of ardlitectural interest, but none are in 

situ. Altmugh lean-to kitchens \Ere cannon on the cabins· around 

Appanattox Court House, this one is not original arrl appears to have 

replaced the out kitchen seen in the Frankenstein watercolor. It offers 

a usuable interpretive space, but its retention would prevent restoration 

arrl ~curate interpretation of the original cabin. It is therefore 

recamteooed that the kitchen ~dition be renoved, but that selected 

-- :EX)rtions of the historic, but reused, joists, flooril'l3, am rafters be 

salvaged arrl enterErl into the park museun collections. 
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