77///'& 7 e, , )
"Crajers O/ e Woos
_ /77 / 6?’/;5’ -

/7?/%.,1/'/77/‘2?#7&" 50 /55--/0/04/4@.

To find a region hundreds of miles in extent as-yet unexplored ard umkmown
except thru Indiaﬁ erion wgs recently thé experience of W.L.Cole and the
writer. In fact we -saw scenic wonders of a sort mot found elsewhere
unless it he the Hawiian Islands. To stand and saze with a mazement
rmingled with fear at thines of which the world knows rothing, ef passine
alone thru volcanic craters thousands of feet aeross and hundreds of feet
deep, rolling boulders imto the black depths of others and failing to.
hear them strike hottom;.érossing miles of folds ef rock similar te the
‘Tolds of a hnuge blanket was imdeed an experience mever teo be'fergotten..
| We found caves with walls of solid iee and hundreds of ice stélactites
while a few feet distant was the eharred and cindered re@ains of the rreates
veleanic eruption in the EE¥ geologi?al history of the world. Suech was
our adventure in probably the last umexplored sectien of'the,United
States. To be exact it lies in the south central portien of Idaho_abbut
forty to sixty ﬁiles north of the town of Mimidoka. PEGplé living in this
sectien of the country are all_faﬁiliar with the stories more or less
founded on facts ef the mystefies of this reszior. On the Indiaﬁ reserfatinn

to the south withered and bent old men tell around the carp fires, the

story of how their fatrers fathers father spoke of the 1nnd.afire and
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of a mysterious stronghold their e s would retreat to in time

of war ﬁ?ﬁ hide thezxama:.anﬂ ¢hildmen, This place was suppdseﬂ to sontain
waﬁer and fire wood.anﬂ to be a hidder valley. History tells us that
maraudering bands of Indians would swoop down on emisrant'paqk trains

during the gold rush of the early day and then retreat into this inacess-



£l

irie rlace where their trail could nct be Folowed. This was' ‘a coabgf
- %,

geccurance of the Qheepeater Indian Wars of Cemtral Idahe. Th e iiﬁa story "

in this country that near the settlement of Carey}ldahe lives an ol4
erey haired man who claims o have heen blindfolded and takem to this

mysterious plaece after five days travel from a point mear where the town

- of American Eglls now is. Severai parties have beem organized td'loqata '

this falee but the western stockman will mot travel om foot amd pack
or ‘his back bedding and camp-eqﬁﬁpmeﬁt and se the attempts Pailed after

+

a few miles of pregress.

The region is frequented by gr ly bear and it was the quest of these
that led ¥W.L.Cole and znyselp t 4crossin£.from nbrth“td sonth} something
that mewer before had been K;ﬁﬂ attempted. For seventeen days we wandered
along, Pihéing scenie wnnderg;that in many instances had mever before
been viewed by white men. Paft of the time we Tollowed a faint Indian
trail.éarkgd aecross the he%fﬁracks by small piles of roek, again ﬁe
would climb tor somwe paint‘géd sight the faint sgreak in the ylay of
lizht. Onece we lost it for a;whele day but Kkept oféasgggling by the sun
and compass ﬁeuxings. Tﬁavel?pver'this country is.bégp-walking on an iee ,
jam or a series of recks théléize of a pianmo, each om a balance and eety
te give the moment your weightéis applied. Eight to eleven miles per

day in an air limed was the begt we could do. Often we would cowe to

,i&q have to walg&trving to find a pTace narrow ensugh 1o atea over. After

crqssing we would sometimes fin&.anather a few feet distant along which

we weuld have to travel in perhaps an opposite direction. Sometdémes we

sight a peint apparently a few hu@dred yards ahead and be several hours
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reaching it. Bad as the daylight travel was it did net eompare to trrine

tc sleep on those jagged piles of rock at night. We eould scareely find
W L
a place sultable to =it omr, let alomne lieépu; The fourth day out from
our start ins point Einidoka, we began passing low mounds ef ¢inder ash
buttes and at noon the fifth day observed 2 mound of rocks with a piece

of sage brush walled in its side. Using this as apointelf we sishted alons
it and found-another mound 6fose to a matural tank of wafer. This was

our first drink except for snow water since striking the bad going.
Northward frbm-here we SAW a3 butﬁelhaving a horse shoe shaped ﬂepfession
in its sideé., This was the first erater we éawh and hurring to its tdp ;

we sat down to view the panorama below us. Far to the north.were a series
P

of buttes like the ome we were oh. Below us om the east were a number

'of'éhaxneia where a lava flow had twisted like a meandering ereek across

‘a level meadow. Beyond that showed a nuwber of low !ﬁiﬁt oval mounds

aﬂd then a lomg black linme thét denoted thé east side of a canyom wall
in the morming light. Wgatwagélyerg patches of scrub eedar and jumiper
and in the far distance just. ‘torping the sky line were the snow eapped
peaks of the Sawtoeth range. Climbing down to the mounds we found.them
to be huge huhh}es-of_rock'wiﬁh a shell several inches thieck, some of
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which had broken im exposing Eé;égﬁas large as the average living room.

I wish I eould properly describé_the sight that met our view as we came

"to the edgze of the canyon wall. ;@&;ine a huge canyon wall with the walls

of'bright red, almost a vermilliem, with a floer eof mounmds and depressinons

pusctuated here and there with a black spot that demoted a hole of some

kiwd €oing down we foumd extinmct ﬂr ‘dormant geysers of solid lava., Ome
of these formations was about twenty five feetvwide and a bout four feet
bigh with a five foot hole in the cemter where the material ecompesing

the mound had spewed forth, Amother was in the shape of an inverted
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eup about six or seven feet hirh, it had evidently at cné time had a very
small opening in the center which had ENRNNAR eavhd in leaving a hole

'several feet across. As we walked thru this edd place we ofiten rewarked

what a wonderful sight it must have been when in eruption and hqw strange
)

it was nobody had ever before susceeded in reaehinr these plaee%A As
far as is known we were the first whites to cross this region, Part of
the cause of the failure-ofzthe;ﬁfevions p;;ties that made thé attempt
was-lack of water. We made our frip'just as the snow was going off when
 the cracks and crevaces held d?irted snow and ice'which ve meltéd faf_di
drinkiﬁg-purﬁnses_ We ealled the canyom we were in the "Royal Gorge"
Near the north end of it we found a erater where the léva when ertupted
had evidently been of a hirher temperature as it had painted the sidesl |
of the rslaanic throat with Iayers of lava until it was about two inches.
'Here and there along the sides were streaks and clcts where the plastie
substance had slowly run back wmtil it congealed., Below was the vagu
Vermillien
depths of the sratar crnsted over with snow. After leaving the Reval-Gorge
we came to a number of eraters from fifty to three hundred feet deep,
one of theée had a series of yeilow and green rines arnund the sides
e?idently caused by sulphur depesits. Climbing to a high point.of rock
we were surptised to fimd a crater in the very top and om lbokinz down
' the opening cruld be seen angling off at a 45— ;ﬁgle. On the morth rim
was a marrow crack down which we climbed reaching a landing some sixty

feet below., Stamdimg at the bottom and loeking up the semsation was that

of being in a'gigantie well, while at the side of us the crater was

blocked by an immense snow drift.

Leaving here the surprises came fast. We passed a hutte terraced with

mountiim sheep trails, anmother had an immense crater im its top, the sides



of which were alm ost pergendicular walls. Cme of the Qtranvest thines
found on the trig was a natural ise cave fﬂam the celling of which hung
huge icicles or ige stalaetites six to ten feet lomg. The side walls

of the cave ﬁere iﬁcrusted-with a c@ating of 1ceitw0 iﬁches thick, the
floor was covered with ige about t&ree or feur feet thick and so clear
that ome could plainly see the detail of the rock below, ¥e had ho light
with which to explere this interesting place and had to canteﬁt onre-
selves with breakizng pieces of ice and bowling them hack into the depths
where we could hear them skiddi ng and sliding for humdreds of feet, It

was with regret we laft dut we are going back better equipped this @prinz

for further explomation.

Our main eamp was-gstahlisae&.in a bratér abéut-a:quarter ef a mile im
'@iémeter 2nd about seven or eight humdred Teet in depth. The walls were
an imtense red wiik spietches af yéllow,lprown and grey, Words spoken

in a loud voice were echoed éﬁﬁ reecheed from wall to wall to die away
in a éeries éf faiﬁt.murmuriﬂzs..ﬂne day-on a side trip from here we
crossed several large cimder fiats and in rows of dots aeress t%em were
the tracks of bear made possibly hundreds of" years ago beforn the lava
‘had become settled amnd harg. The tracks were several inches deep and had
filled with a speeies of dwarf buckwheat and rye grass. As we passed these
traeks we often remarked of what the thoughts and'feeliﬁgs of the wild
animals were whem the regiom was im eruptiom. Anather einder conta¢ned
about two humdred lava plles‘or sputter comes whkere the moliem substance
had heen shot out thru venta‘in the surface aand built up inte mounds

dr cones as much as tem feet high. Many bhad evidently been higher but
being top heavy had tumbled eover. In the top of each was a vent Trom two

to twenty inches in diameter and of depths umknown. Near here was a cinder



butte im the top of which we found a erater which closed in as it went
down and thesn opemed up.again like the imterior of 2 botiie.lwe rolled
rocks, ome as large as an-office desk, over the edge and ﬁho we listened
intently we never heard them strike hoftam. Ve turnéé from this place
with a feeling éf wonder and awe. Several otheré of a similar s&ape wvere
found with a mousd of ice and smow im the center, Up the sides of all
were traces of old imdian trails. Ve round one crater which we estimated
to be half a mile wide and at)fleast a thogsarnd feet deep. An average
office building could have been placed on the bottom amd resembled a

- 1lump of sugar in a huge bowl. one wall of this immense crater was a per-
pendicular c¢liff, almost a 7erﬁiilion iﬁ coler, the south side was a cinder
and lava roék;sldpe amnd the bottom a cimder flat about a hundred ITEET

- AB-We. walkaﬂ arannﬂ the rim we found the . northwest si&e

"_-=-"<'=.- E e

_’y__ " -
to be a Enife edge on the other slope of whieh was still anather Buge

erater amd amother sharp rimjog the far side of this crater was the
slope of a third erater whieh contained a lake in its bottom. As we

stocd on the edge and gazed downward the surface seemed agitated and .

-ruffled into small waves.

While I busied myself with the camera, euriasity oever came Cole and he made
the lomg c¢limb to the bettom; §je9u1ﬁ see him stamding on a larse roek
on'the shore but.he was umable Lo explaim the actiom gf the water.

Fror the ﬁoy of the rim it-loqkéﬁ'as-ir it might be eaused'by schools

of fish. Amother large ocrater was foumd, the walls of which had heen

- undermined by the lava, the rim eaving off on ome side and flcaiing away

on the flow, where it assumed strange shapes as it was sarried alone.

Cne plece was about thirty feet high and not over tem feet in diameter



How it kept from teppling over is a mystery. Prowm a distance the remmants
of the erater wall resembled the ruins of a deserted town. Am indian

water bowl was found cached im a erack of ome of the Tavq and pumiee

]

islands, In mamv places the Flowirg lava had takeam the share and appearande
| BXX of a swift mountais river. At the edge of this strange FYZEE stream

we Tound foﬁrt?én rock mounds of roek amd sage brushk evidently built

by the indiéasi:?hey were plaeced im am irregular row and pointed merth

and south; fﬁe piles wers an-avera#ﬁ of eight reet long, three feet wide
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and two or tmree feet hivh and campesed of roeks the size of a man's

!“
déts of char"ed sage. bruah. There are at least six Indian

head and;
tvaiis lgaé;nv into this region. ?he largnst and plainest can be followed

en ‘wiles after which it fades away. Where it goes and why is

dmn We climbed the hiwﬁest of the butties Pinding the sides

f

covy reﬂlwith bomb shaped rocks many ef them loeking like a foot ball

bl g £
with baffaaa horms fastened te-uhe ends., Others were observed, the bettomsg

of which watashaped ITIXEATS walika a huge oval vase with a lnﬁg twisted

{

eﬁr er handle orn the top. Gthers were found looking like large loaves of

regd, tﬁektop of them dbeing arag ked and crusted exactly E}qg a_laar.-
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an%he battams of these hombs were espeeclally the larger omes, were cemented
thetclnders on which they happened to fall, The lava was probably blowa
in cfuﬂks to an immense height and in falling rotated, twisting the ends
or ears whiech hardemed sn:ficently to retain their shape. There were
thousands of them ranging in.size from those small emcusgh to he used
as a watch fob to one over thirteen_fe&t lorg. Prom the tor of this hieh
Putte onme could sit by the hour examining the view below. We countad the

remains of sixty three eraters im a more or less perfect comditionm,
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There were Ffobably many more ﬁhich the light was mot right;for us to see.
About three miles southwest of where we were sittimr we feﬁhd the most
péeuliar lava flow of all. It was in rolls, twists and folés exactly like
a blanket misht be rumpled om a diserdered bed. These folds vereiiany
imstances twenty five to thirty feet across. The color of this singular
place was grey amd a bright ecebalt blue and covere’ én area miles'in"ff—ﬂz

éxtent-fat amother place we foumnd seven caves, ome we explereﬁ for aﬁeut

a half a mile by the light of a single ecandle. Poking arocund im a place

of thiq kind by candle light whem at amy turm you might eome to close = | .
auarters.with a grizzly bear is e;citlng enough for any ome. A short ;
way frhm-tﬁe caves we came to a ghrrow draw er gaulee amd in traveling Lf’i,”
down itiwére sﬁr prised to see ipm the air ahead of us a naﬁural bridge

archimg from rim to rim. Om eamiag closer we found it to be about seventy

Peet '} 171'5 and about twenty Tive peet im diameter. Beyonmd that we found

| OmE. qf the most eurious rermatinns found on the trip. The lava had beenm

“feﬁ fovth_anﬂ by some strange act of nature had been piled in the shape

o#?éhiﬁ héwsers as neatly as man could have dome. The shape of the coils

"as exact,,even the small eords composing the cable being represented

 bf 2 eircular twist. Im alll there were about twe acres af this eurious
fonmation, the surface having a smacth shiny glafs. How these coiled

pi?es coulﬁ,ha?e ﬁeen formed was the subject of EEEX eur conversation

as lﬁng as; we* were in tﬁat reighborhood. We afterwasés found humdreds

of fnrmaticns ef a sililar nature,.snme would he arches, ethers bubbles,
sometires it would be exactly the appearance of breaking waves of surf

on the ocean reach. Ome piece was found twisted imte a perfect'knot,

How the‘end could have heen twisted ever and thra will always be a mystery.
“hls region is true;y a lard of odd fermations and strange happenings.

Ye w%re umanimous in agreeing we wou1d not have wanted tc be there when

‘/
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the eruption-took place. It is 1iﬁt1§ wonder that te the indiﬂn‘e uheducatéﬂ
mind it was a plnoece to he shurnned as the ahode of evil spirits ani tn

he entered omly in times eof war. Shartly after thiq we had the expe“ience
of beinr lost om the lava flelds in a ﬂanse.fez, a foeg so irtense we

coulﬁ not see Pift v Teet in any &irectlon. The light was SO dulT tbat 1t
resembled the shertf peried of twilight juqt before darkmess. aftar about

an heurs travel we deeided to returm to camp ahd took what we théuzht

was tHe correct bearing. When we.had gnne about the dlstance that we
thourht should place us on the slope of the crater inm which Qasfnur eamp

we ieaked at the compass amd found to our surprise we had heeﬁigoing
almdsf_directly away frqm it. A persomr's fiest feeling umder t#ese.ccgﬂitiea

is te start out and hurry, even rua and.igifwas with effort wefretargeﬂ 

.dﬁfffOQtstepﬁ orn the return. We were cetainly glad whem we fin%zly reéghééiv=*
the shelter of the beulder under the si&e.gf which wé were camﬁed and '  .
(_dagﬁﬁyhad our fire3gning to dey our ﬁamp_elothes. The day we paésed out Sf
this strange resiom amd traveled over the roliing country teo ﬁﬁ%.neﬁtk
we looked back into the far distance thinking of the stmange thingsﬁthat'
we alone had seen, we each determined to Fo back. What we saw &pd fbunﬁ
is but little of what it econtains. Sometime im the momth of Mayﬁwill
. find us on eur way with a larze SEARYX party fully equiped with rnpes,
laterns, flashlights and cameras, including a mevie outfit and aur FURS

for we expect to bag some of the grizzly bear which live in thjﬁhremark-
e WS
able regzion. /L

Some day in the not very distant future this place will be creaté&\inte
2 Natural Park or Monument, in many respects'thé eaqual aﬁﬂ in saﬁe &he
~superier to the forty five new withim the borders of the United Stdies.
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¥hen this is donme and trails or roads are built thousands of people will

take advantage-of the opportunity of visiting this strange regﬁon.
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