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KISTOR.IC STRUCT.:IJRES RiiFOIi.T 

PART I 

HI$TON,ICAI, [,ATA SNCTIO}i 

CIJ$T'1" Ii -i, lll
-t 

l.At{S I Oi"! 
bMt'--.-r t- $d--**F..tn 

Eeileen LBCz and 1818, Arlirigtcln llous'e (rhe Cusr.i$-Ls,:r: l!sri:,;ic,n)
rvtas buiLi by George Washingion Fariie Custis, granclson of i.X.ri:'ihe 
hlaehingLon by a chiid of her f:L::s[ raa'rrid.,i*r and I'adcrrtad seii!,cf 
Ccorge l,Iasbringtoi.. Reared at }IounL Vcrnon, l/oulrg Custir; j"t:ii: i1*::a:
afLer llrs' Washingtonts dcath Lo settle in on the rig,iic banii r:i: tire 
Potr:nrac in tire nevly creatcd llistrict of Colr.rmbia vhers h* L,:g;1i to 
deveL(l1, an 1100 &cre est.?.te r'iltich r.ras firsr. ctilieci i1<;u1i t,,ri:siii.,.r:.;con.
and later ,'rr:iilrgton. AbouL 1S02, ire btj-iao [o i:ui.ld a n:ii:.si'.;ri $r1 t,ire
hei;3hts ovet'looking che Potonrec. ?her pl;ln of Lhe har.rse \.r;:5 q;:*inriiose
and Custis had to buitd ir piecemeral as his iinancial rtrsources poi"-
ntitted'" The nortir ancl souLh vli.ngs *rere buil.i: firs't as scper*te h,-li.J.rJ-
i:igs;ind both were cornplecerl by l,$04* in that yea:: he r,arri.e.:l li*Lry
Lee ltitzhugh and brought her to li.ve j.n quarte?$ est{iblishi:d in th;
norcir ving. In 1817-lB1B, after & i.clrg clelay,lustis was a.'nle i:o c$rrr-plete the ttJo-story, porticoed, ceatral section of cire housc to c$rrn€ct
ihe older roings. The most strikin; archilectural feaiure of t1e 
fi-nished exterior of the house, tire massive purti.co, was visibie f,or
miles and has va::iously been sald io have beca nnadeled *,fter tire 
Tenple of Paestum, Italy or the Tempie at Theseurn, Greece. Gecrge
iladf ield, the ilnglish archi tect who workeri for rnsny years in i'ies[ing-
toa, is usually credi.ted rviLh ttre <lesign of Arlington i{ouae, slrbio.lif,h
tire plans have noc been f,ound ancl it is not, recorcled chat Cusuis u.ver 
wrote down anything about thre design, 

Life at Arllngton in the early year$ focused on the i:ctivi.ties
of: lc,g rnasler. ReareC in ftrre shndorg of the t'Fa.tlrer of ilir* f;orr:;rt:rlli'rrl
(:irritl'rl1,,(it:t'ht1lpcldflh*ipte..trlfti:y$i.iJltr;ltJ,i:ii4|rlril.i,'rt('.Jilttjr:tlr:i*tliiiv:r.ll.il.i: 

, i: {trr. ll{r uri t1(l }t.lr,i' lrnntl ilf" rii{rrir/ t,lti.irlr;l vll.fihtrufi {iuIl;illinr.iilrii ;iri{:(:r,.:riirr 
Y,;i: htr t'/il{i hlrrd anci prrSt{c}cic *.n,J iin iixrat,e:ur irr lfuc b*gi: ${.:riiji:" ,ii,::
Cevofed tnuch en{:rgy Lo inrproving "{r:er-'iean ag::icrrl$u.i:e ;rnii r}4r.t-Lcrr}.1-rIy
to inlprovi.ng native breeds of $hr:ep. I,1* r*'{r$ i* deinand &;J en oi-;iio:: 
on patriouic occasions, end on at J.east sfie *ccaSicin, his sp{}ccil at
the funeral of Gen. Jantes Lingan vriro tre*l been in efrecr ir.{Ij.cii |lf
a rnob ln Baiuiniore, shcr,red. consi.tierabie co,*"sgr.. !{e piinueri l"a::i;e ,l 

n 
plc'Eures of Revolutionary trattJ.es and r,rrote severai succeseful if 
ephemeral p;rtrlotic playr or pageani:sr He found t1ne [o pi.:ry ') 
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. the violin, carry on au extensive cotre$pondencer and entcri:ttiI 
vlsitors to Arllngcon Spring. l{o$t importan! he collecicd, pie6etved, 

Bho uanted to 6ee thei0 his t"'faahington Tieasuryrtsnd displayed to all 
or colleclion of rellcs f,ron Mou[t Vernon. 

tli6 r,rif e I s activities center€d on the maff{Scment of the i',ause-
hold, her flower garden, axrd her oni,y surviving child, llar:ry Ann.l 
Randolph Custis. In addltlon she naintqlned the ltide clrcle of 

. socisl relationshlps incurubent upon or:e of Vlrgioiars fl-rs! fa:ni!.ies 
and devored f,unds, energy, and t{$e tiJ the care and educati.on of gha 
$lxty or nore rrerobers of Arl,lngtou t s 6!.ave populatlon. 

In 1831r' itt a ceremony in the farniLy par}or at ArlingL*n, li*ry
Custis became the brl"de of U.S. Arxly Lieucesenf ll.obert S. Lee. Tlleru-
af ter, though he r+ould be s.hlay on duty uiuch of the [irl*, Lce l.rouid 
regard Arlington as hls home. i{ere six of tlre coupl,e t s $eve'n children 
?^'ere born and all were reared. 

In L853, Mrs" Custis di.ed:rnd four yoar,s Leter, in 1857, her 
hushand G.I'I.C. Custis followed hetr. The death o:f Geory4e l.i*si"rinqtorr 
Parlte Custis placed a heavy re$pcnsi.Ailtry on ltobert E. Lr:e, no$ ir 
Br*vet Coloneln rvlro becarne in effecf Llre uraster of ArLing[on. Cusci,sr
wiil sti.pui.ated thau Ffrs. L,ee was ts have a life intercs[ j.i: Ariington 
anri upon her deaEh the estste was Eo pa$s to hEr eldest $oi1, George 
l}estrington CusLis Lee if he would support the nsrne ancl arnis of Gr:*rge 
i'lashington Parke Custis. 

Ln 1857, ttre eatate wa,$ i.u $$mewila.c rurrdor+n cunr1l.Ei.on *ucu f;,irtiu14ir 
tlre Lees, in 1.855, had renovated &rr<1 splerididly frrrnishrrl shr tr.*rg*r
parlor or drawing 'room of the trouse, instali,ecl a coal" iuri:;rr.*:, arirJ 
made varJ.ous clther Lruprovernetrfi$. Crr:itis I dr:*th c€I.used .{,r:e [o 'i*t'"r] 
e:<tendecl le$ve from tris nrilitary <lutirls (1857*1860) in *rqlcr Lr) 

acJrni,nister CusLis1 complex eotaLe, repair and rc{urbis}r Arli.ir6,torr, 
and put the family fJ"nanees on s. sound and proficable basis to ii;fitirlxr.l 

che lnheritances granted to his sc$s and the legacles no his r);rugioL*rs
in the Custis w111. 

Although Lee r,r.ls on leave from ttle Army sruch of fhe tiilrn bef'.*eea 
1857 an<l 1861, he vras atrle to pe.rtici.pate in one of []rc .iensi:r[i.orr,s,i. 
oceurrerlcCIs of tire pcriod. Iri I.859, he rveis callecl upo$ co r::t:rnn;lr:d 
U,li, llitr:l,iicu i.ti the suiliil]:#gsJ.rlir *f ,Iniln i"i'*un eI iltti:p*i]' s i;'r,,i'i"y' , ilJ o 

i'll'l'} r,it" rtt:l iiigfrtil iii f il+ri*s Vi."lclr'i. fJitil *iiriiti;lrlil. t:litrtrir*il itl f ir,r tt'i;rr.r',rti. 
r1r-r;r11r* r.rJl lll'. {.trl11 .llt'n. t.;tlf;t. l.rr ,,lrrl l,,y I.tt.,t trr;r1 l-

j.rrl. l11r'rrg,rlr-il.,ri i,rlr tri 
l,lr"'sr [,t:tt try itft ar:thr'"1[i.c cc;rrdl t.1*n, l.ruL tlrr:rq: u,ilrl rt l.*tr I i.vli- i.rrn;,ir,i 
and Joy. Irrlenele and relat{ve rr, $Ll:sn&(:rs ntrd notable p*rrionfitr,l{.:.i cftrnc. 
to csl}" And thc lively chil<iren of Lire L*c{i aol,, rlpir}}y grr:lling [s 
aduLi;,irood ,*dded sparkle. ?hen cinilie the C:fvil. l,ier. 

In ihe spring of L861, Lee r-rr;rs forcecl to cleciele l.rctruccn hin S;*Le 
and the UnLon. And it r'ras at Arlirrgton House, witir the ligirrs abl.aae 
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s ilr<l Lhe fa:nrily gatire::ed, th+t ite ii::ot1:1 iris resign.lt-i.an r.rriri tii,l
i.lrritetl $tatcs Arnry an<i lcfi f*r itichrnor:s'l oi't i.l:s i.r:l;, i;,? iirr*oir:{: llir.r
pIirrcipaL hero of firs i,oirj.'idrrilcy" Joon a:Li:rr.,;trel i,i:;, Lr:,.o- e;r+ ifue
girls r,r'ere Solre frorn Arl"ingcon t.+*, a few days;lire:a,l of ih,:: ve.rl:* 
guar<i of ehe Union f,orces" Since iira.t liir* :\lli;igtoii has i;**ir oc*Lr-
pied by the UniCed States G*verrrffir:irt. Drrr.i.ng liii: '.+ar, the gruuncis
becaine a rnilftary csrnn and. the house a militar.y ireild.ciuertors, In 
1E64' military burials began to be niaCe on the g;rounds anc"l thus began
Arl irg ton l{ational Ceme tery. 

In 19?5, thrcugh the effcrts of Rcp. Lorrls C" Crantcn of li.ic:ri-
8*nr legisiation ttas anacted Lo ir::plenent the restaraeJ"a* of ilrif"ii;gton
Itouse as e nreinorlaJ. to General Robsrr E. L€c. seLr*e':Ii r9?t*Lv?,:l, ii;l.f
IleparL:ner:t erclri.tects, his[crians, and of f lcers rr-iuh i?re Erdvic* of
ihe Con:mission of i;ine Arts a.irrl J.ocal histcrian resioi:*d ti:c lio:,ir;,r,
ei.though not to i:he perioci i.inriae<liately prior to fhe Civil. idet. Far & 
ver:-et1n of reasons, tlre period ch*sen as a carget for r€.$cor$Liolr.r,els
Ihe early nine Ceenth centurl'. 

In 1933, the house, but not grounds iunnc:distety ;rrounql ii:, ?..rii{i

tr;lrrsferred to the U.S. Oep*rlnten[ c>f the interi.ar by Ex*;:r.rf:ir,* grrjcr.
i'lxtensj.ve rese.srch vras thc:n u;rderi;*liea hy National Capi*at ii,.3r],,:r;
tiistorians end it itas cont,inued o'rer rhe yea.rs, Vol,urnil:6ur,r .fiir;,s 
ancl art,i.fscf coi.lections have ireen asseruhl.eC" A ,singll ,:r:rqir.nic r.,i ;rtk"li-
t.ional Land inclu<ilng tlre sl.t,es of the former esL;:,te 6arden:; il,.lr,; bc:i;,r:
acqr-iired. Int.erprotive irurcv.'*,tions, such as the use oi il+ritui::.i,:cj gu1de
personne}, lta've been lnstitute<l. Certein sfructur.tL uioC{ficefioiis
have beerr nac3e, sueh as the restoratJ.on of two maiitels itr::iail,tri by
Lee ln 1855; the reiuoval of balustrecles au Lire roofr; cf bor-ir l,ij.;:rgr..,
;*irich liad be*n reinoved, prior to i$di., irut replacecl i:y Lhs'"teii: Dep.nrf*
nlent; and nrarbieieaiion of tite exterior par'-nl tcr confcirn tr: the r;r.:i^ 
cience of historic pi:*tographo. Narticnal Capital Itegioa staff n.ir.,.'.:-::
have prepared ltesearch Reports or ttistoric Structurrs Rt:portr; r-:i i:i:,,*
flor'rer garden, t{orth $ervancu QuarLers, and tlre exgerior psint c,f *he 
mansiun. 

Research l.treeds 't ' 
, 

:. t' 

The files of the Cust.is*Lee Mansion contaf.ir & $a$s of iirf*nnnti,*n* ,:,ri'],'r:In 1953, Murr*y il. l{e:llip;nn p:r*$ucrd {rn e:thrrtrstt,v-e histr-r.ry 6j; r;h*
ir*uiic ;rnil it-s occupilnl{; tor ii., p*rii,rri ui} *r,l I.1i61. !,i,tr i)111;1i:c:1ri,t,* ,':i,t
rrrchf t*cf.s J.nvestlil*l*ct tir* liou$r: drri:$.ng tkc resto::utf slr l*:g..1.?:i3, fl'rJ ,.,,,,,,, 
the:[.r cirflitirrg*i nrs Ln flre t:;*nstorr ,ff].c.s* "UnfgrLunatcly {fi ,ril*cr;,rrs fit1rI
miitly of i:he l-eilfcrs a,nd dr.rcuyflsttg,r ,iiij;joci-atcti viLh tircr l{af l_rl.i>*u,;r*€nt ' 
reui:oratlon tr,dtv€ nog tu"rncd up. Ar:c€rrdi.n{i to i.irchi.tect j,uilr.rr i.L, ....,,;
Lcificlnring r'lh* witll $. liev man i.n Lhr: or:ig;iri;t} ):*$toratloi:, t.irc i.Inr ,,''
$cp;trfmrlnt "clegn*ci lt$ttttett' .ti:i L;r r !r1; iri;r*i:: f i,.ics \{cre cd}$cr*trr{t{i rihi::lt. ,'r'.i,' 
tLre ntansion rrr;rs transferrecl ts itr* i.ii3po,rf,T;lgi..t *f *ire Lriti*rLor-* (suatrr- :l,,t.,:r. 

rnent to I'lurray H. l{ell,igan, Junt 1,7, L949, nougs in Cusf,is*1ee i.,i.n:rlrigrr .j'1,
T-t'i 
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n 1:i1-cs) . trt is possibl.e tlrat the se l+{:rci:rr ria} bc, i.o!:irr.,,'ir.i., i:r in 
l'',' tiie Nation*l Arclri.vcu, but to dnl:* r*sc,:ilr:ch in tilc fjJ.r,,; r-;i ;..::,:,i.t;i,;.*.1 in::ijter Genernltg Off{ce and th'; tlor*aiis.r;{o;r. ci 5rinr: ,Art:s !r;rr{, ;i .. 

.turnrd them up. 

it{o di}t*iisd con.gLructi.cn and m,*,inl,cnalnce tri*ir:ry oi ;i* il{i.i:i: i:a* 
ire,ten wribteir. for the period sf.ncs IS6i, altftougir j.r no,"lj.rt ;,,,i 1i,-]-;.i",,j.cto'tryfte such a hlstory from rraueriets already csilcctec ei u,r;,.i.*,rcis-
Lee I'iansion, from niateriels in tire Quarterrnascer GeneraL,s i.,.1-;rl,:.- j;j.ier*
anci csher neuertals in the Nati-oii*i.trchir,/{3s, and-itunr iiro :,, \i; i: i:ini}
ft.estcrration File at the mansioa anii iha Eorrespcndence ig ::r, i..j,,;:-*nili 

'i C+pi.t*l Region Decimal FiLcs" ThEre is no offtcial Farc It," I;,;;;;;;-$tructures Repert covering iir* entire fl::itti..s-i.c:e l.li',irsion, lir-i ij.:L iii;+nrs
702-page t'Old Artingtl,ts,rtt iliactnnai tapitel i.';rrks, igsj) is r;:.r::i:;lii]1y
a:rple for the ilisiorical Data.Section if cond.ensed enri su;riri(rrir.iit{rri, by
&il, investigation of Lee and a$soct;rtr:d rnat,erials r.ririch ht,rv* i:. i.:i;:;rr:,aveilable si-nce lri.s report, was w::iitcn. prJ.ncipai.ly, ghc iri;:r,' ii:;.icr.-i&lBare to be fcund in the Virginl;r, ili.;;tc:cisai Sociery ilt ll,ici;:.1,:rri, 

ft rnust be'sald chac evert r.rhcil, ci<lc'r.ir:eriary research is bro;;,tiit 
yp to- date by the stuCy of rnat*::ials ii:efr i.iaric ::ec*i"lfl3- brrr]*iil,,j Ijiri:il"s,*bLe there is scant likelihood oi produc$.ng Giir-;r,rrri i:c aLl r:.i u,rr,lru"*r*d
Qu;3i:itions about the in:-rruie dc.,tails of ihe nrar:$iij:r" It :j*ij:iis urriikely
ttl;':c fhe orfginaS. plans for the rnansion r,s"il.i turn; r iruiili,-.ic' i.cr ii.*u$e of certain rooms in the nansion r,rhiclr is cu::renri,v C:'*,ph;l,,luru'**y---weil cont:-nue to be even after adclitioiral'resr:erch, anqi $orie ,****r*-,ticxr and furntslrings detail.s will remain S.argely #atters of opinion 

: 

to -ne declded only by arbitrary, if ecluceiedl olci.slons , 
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