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Historie Structures Report
| Part I

3. ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

&,

b.

Ce

d.

e,

£.

Name and number of structure - Bent's 01d Fort, Building #1.
Classified AAR in the Historic Structures Inventory.

Proposed Use of structure - The interpretive program will be
focused at the reconstructed Fort, as the optimum interpretive
facility. The building will also house the Park's administrative
offices and serve in lieu of a visitor center,

Justification for such use as shown in Master Plan - The Park

role in the history of American westward expansion into the
southwestern quarter of the continental United States from

1833 - 1885, Recomstruction of the Fort is considered necessary
to present the significance to the visitor in the best and

most practical way,.

Provisions for operating the structure - The reconstructed Fort
will contain the primary visitor reception and interpretive
facilities. Orientation and interpretation will be provided by
uniformed Park persomnel &t the Fort, through gulded tours,
talks and publications.

Sooperative %mnt » if any, executed or-proposed for
furnishing or operating the structure - Nome,

-

Brief description of proposed construction activity - The Master
Flan calls for a complete reconstruction of the building following
extensive historical and archeological research, This will
include administrative offices, interpretive exhibits and
furnishings, and a parking lot.

Well considered prelhd:n%lz estimate of cost of proposed
construction activity - It is estimated that $hsk, will be
required to recomnstruct Bent's Old Fort, including necessary
facilities and furnishings.




h.

One photo of the existing condition of the structure, for
identification purposes only -

i. Copy of PCP B-8 - attached

4, HISTORICAL DATE

a,

Brief statement of local tradition and hearsay regarding

structure - Local stories concerning the structure generally

el the information contained in Paragraph (b.). The most
important exception is the idea that William Bent demolished
the Fort with explosives upon abandoning it in 1849,



b, Brief resume of knowledge of structure from readily available -
documentary evidence - Bent's Old Fort was constructed in 1832 - 33
on the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail, It was built of
adobe or sun-dried brick. The main part of the structure was
in the form of a rectangle approximately 140' X 180!, The
ground floor contained some 25 rooms of varying size, all
opening upon a central courtyard. Single upper rooms were
locatedon the east and south portions, and the entire west side
wvas two-story. At the northeast and southwest corners were
round—towers or bastions which rose above the main wall, A
wagon-house and corral of undetermined size abutted the Fort
proper on the south side,

From 1833 to 1849 the structure was the main trading establishment
of Bent, St, Vrain, and Co., No structural changes are believed
to have taken place during this period although when Bent
abandoned the post in 1849 he set fire to materials in several

of the northeast rooms. During the Bent occupancy uses of

the various rooms included blacksmith and carpenters shops,

dining room, large kitchen, trade rooms, store rooms, and
quarters.

In 1859 - 60 the Fort was reoccupied by the Barlav-&aaderson
Overland Stage Mail Company. The stage company made a 22°
opening in the east wall to accommodate the passing of vehicles,
The company abandoned the post in the late 1870's, By this
time, the walls had begun to deteriorate badly. In 1881 - 85
the Fort was used as a cattle corral. Local ranchers began
appropriating adobes from the structure for use in their own
buildings. By 1900 little was left except the ruins of the
walls, A flood in 1921 completed the destruction.

c. Name of architect or designer - Charles Benmt.

d. KName of builder - Bent, St, Vrain, and Co. William Bent
supervising,

e, Name of owner in historiec Period - Bent, St. Vraan, eand Co.

§, ARCHTTECTURAL DATA

a, Brief description of structural and architectural design
including comparison with other known similar structures,

1. The remains of Bent's 0l1d@ Fort consist in plan of about
k200 square feet of adobe walls, generally less than two feet high,



as excavated by an-Archeology crew of the Midwest Region. (See
HABS sheet 2, COLO-22, small corrections will be incorporated in
the Part II Report) Drawings of the original Fort, measured by
Lt, Aberts in 1845, have been added to the archeology s of
1964 to give the size and-& ce of the original Fort. (See
HABS sheets 3 and k, COLO-22 :

2, Fort Vasquez on US 85, 30 miles north of Denver, is a rebuilt
structure of the same period as Bent's Old Fort. The Fort, a
restaurant mear Morrison, Colorado, was built several years ago

to resemble Bent's 0ld Fort. Both Forts show the problems of
adobe construction. Typical trim details of the period of Bent's
0ld Fort are available from many drawings in the HABS collection of
New Mexico, books, and from further research,

b. Number of stories - two.

c. FPrincipal construction materials - adobe,

d. Brief description of special features.

1. The first floor roof was used for promenading and gun fire
action, It was a flat earth roof on roof beams. The interpretation
of the Fort calls for public use; so that a roof deeck supporting
live loads of 100 1lbs per square foot is called for.

e. BPrief description of existing conditions of basic structure and of
exterior and interior fimigh.

l. From the HABS sheets the following approximete figures are
gathered:

Footings 16,800 cubie feet

Adobe walls 61,800 cubic feet
Area. of roofs 15,500 square feet
Area of vertical adcbe walls 26,700 square feet

(not under cover)

Cost of conmstruction of 9%,100 CFT of walls € $2 = $188,200
Cost of construction of 94,100 CFT of walls @ $4 = $376,400
(Final figure depends on construction materials and mtheds)»

2. The reconstruction of the 0ld Fort has 3 distinet approaches
that are interrelated, These elements must be considered in the
studies under a Part II Report before the final direction of re-
construction is decided upon.

.



(a) Maintenance of the archeological remains.

(1) A system of reinforced concrete footings and posts can
be devised that will support the new work om reinforced concrete or
steel lintels that will occupy no more than 10 percent of the existing
walls, These footins would be placed below the existing footings
to provide better frost protection and incidently preserve 90% of the
existing remains, A removable veneer would allow the image of the
bullding to be mmintained from the exterior yet provide access to the
historieal remains,

(2) Complete removal of the existing archeological remains,
walls and footing. Replacement by well designed reinforced concrete
footings to a lower depth. v

(3) A combination of (1) and (2) above.

(b} (b) Reconstruction of the historie image,

(1) Authentic recomstruction in adobe blocks with mud -
Joints will give the truest picture but will be costly from a main-
tenance point of view as deseribed below,

(2) Construction in cement stabilized adobe never will be
quite satisfactory because the aging process will never be the same
as real adobe,

(3) The recomstruction of the roof (decks) in concrete
can simulate the original cqnstruetion.

(e) Future Maintenance, Our real problem of maintenance is the
future eroding of the 20,700 sgamre feet of vertical wall surface
not under the protection of roofing.

(1) Replastering exposed walls, At the Fort Restaurant
and on most of the adobes in New Mexico, the exposed surfaces are
replastered with adobe or vhite washed at frequencies approaching
yearly. Historic evidence of plastering or vhite washing at Bent's
0ld Fort should be further investigated.

(2) Ao normal deteriorstion. Fort Vasquez has
deteriorated rapi in 30 years and surface deterioration has
penetrated to the structural parts. The State Historical Society
of Colorado is in & gquandry as to whether or not to completely
rebuild the Fort. The use of silicone or the new epoxies 1s costly
and has not proven completely satisfacfory, as the adobe spalls
off, generally in larger chunks, though at less frequent intervals,




f.

R

(3) Treating the adcbe surface as a vemeer, There is
about 41,000 cubic feet of walls in the 26,700 square feet of high
maintenance cost exposed surface. It is proposed that & structurel
wvall of reinforced comcrete of conerete block be prepared for the -
attachment of 4 inches of a real adobe surface with the understand-
ing that the adobe veneer be replaced at 20 years intervals, This
might cost about $20,000, or a maintenance cost of $1,000 a year,

3. The Interior Surfaces,

Research and investigation must be made on this subject,

Estimates of extent and cost of additional work re to complete

architectural research and investigation under Part II, It is estimated
that $3,500 will be required for the above mentioned work and is now
included in PCP, M-T-1,

6.

Te

b.

ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA

a. Dick, Herbert, "Excavation of Bent's Fort," The Colorado Magazine,
July 1956, Vol. XXXIII, Fo. 3, pp. 181 - 196,

be It is proposed that excavations be carried out that are
sufficient to determine the original and subsequent dimensions
and elevations of the floors, rooms, historic grade levels
within and without the Fort, plus special features, It 1s also
proposed to recover, record, and analyze artifacts pertinent
to all periods, with special treatment provided for those with
value as study or exhibit specimens,

¢ It is anticipated that all phases of the project shall have
been completed between August 25, 1963 and August 25, 1965.
The total expenses should approximate $78,500,

LANDSCAPE DATA

Statement of encmicg evidence of historic condition. The
area immediately the fort site has been plowed many times
and the introduction of a road near the excavations has eliminated
any physical evidence of historic conditions,

Brief statement of purpose and extent of further research proposed,
if cﬁz Close examination of the archeological, historical and
architectural research may lead to further landscape research.




Ce

8.

P

Estimate of cost and time required., The cost of further Landscape

research can be absorbed in for research by WODC of the
Architectural Section, as deseribed in PCP, M-T-1,

FURNISHING AND EXHIBITION DATA

8.

b.

Ce

d.

List and brief evaluation of historic furnishings now in the
structure - None.

Statement of provision for drafting & furnishing plan -
Technical persomnel of the Midwest Regional Office will draft
a furnishing plan, making use of information contained in the
Historical emd Architectural Sections of the Part II Report.

Outline of proposed method of financing sny refurnishing - It
is proposed that truction Funds be used to e any
refurnishing,

Estimate of cost of any refurnishing - $48,000
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,FRoer:’n 10-/4}1 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
\ “11/61) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PROJECT CONSTRUCTION PROPGSAL 3 ¥T00

’L\

1. Statement of requirements, proposed work and construction data, justification, etc. (Use additional sheets as necc.isury :)
104

Proposed Work: Bent's Old Fort is an almost ecnpletely ruined

adobe structure. This Propo.u prOﬁdes for restoration Fmis:;:dngwt:’d'h should:‘rllf.eos;s oulder
with original materials and appearance., Housed within the M3
structure will be a modern visitor center and administrative
facilities,

Construction Data: The structure to be restored measures
t;%g' X 170" containing 25,lower rooms, 7 upper.

§. OFf the totel eHelosed area approximately 9,600 sq. £ty wereC
r:gt b;.;é 15& X lgn' adobe corral abutted the main building within which a 50 car
a "be provided, Within the main building modern facilities will pro-

vide administrative offices, archeologigal and historieal artifaet storage, public

e atgam obby and "l)flgp&ce s 50 seat AV room with necessary
utilit gig ,n GBest(?red rooms will be equipped with historic furnishings
hiEs ,] S ‘p'ﬁ [ \/\

Provide oqu.zgéfW 3 glectric ughi:Q water heating and air conditioning.

+ goeKE & FT00 oo  (continued on attached sheet)

2. Lun&&)u%ﬂ‘ﬂ'&?oé’ﬂﬁmw k)mfag" 2y), Water Rights, 'Research, Etc.
saelr ‘)» - ¥ 4
Y’nnez!i . owne ﬁ U‘. °8 Dépai'%’nen’& of the Interior, National Park Serviece

ILUT2y] e
Archeologl cai and historieal research is now underway.

;’_C;’ Data Prepared by (Name, |4. Cross-reference PGE‘s his 6. CLASS____ ESTIMATE
- e}_,&‘?f!\e Loowe (£) & drod oot R-1, ﬁi‘i} T Construction.............. $ 288,000
F ) MJT&LG’, GX Plans, Surveys, &
Superihwd GT Drofrgw ungémng)’ﬁ' r:::::zvto\l.:sg Supervision.............. h.l'6m
gaq70 ednybmw eup Ich o 20 =269
K69 acLeel braeceTdy sUg Contingencies............ 17,400
E._C ﬂ]her:ts 10 26 6!‘ 5. Construction by:
Reﬂ“fmT;gtnterp & Visipay Labor /7 Contract @7 i 347,000
Ser, Exhibits, Audio-Visual
Work supdpq,s (hg): Installations, etc....... 107 .100
T DIoLswe Desi "
T @ £7°000 os* Park // R @%ofﬁﬁ-ﬂ@ GRAND TOTAL |$ L5k ,100
b 4 DISTRIBUTION OF COPIES 8. Recommended by PGI"( OfflCe (Slgnafure hf’e dafe)
Nefieenw WxpITg oe ‘
1|waso Soped  FOY L. YOUNG, Superintendent OCT 101904
2 |WopEeefoney xnoowa g d \}J‘r&p‘piﬂeéby Begivy’dﬂfﬁger(ﬁgnu'ure, title, date)
2|MRPXFIPIS ebece’ 20 994 Sed) “RatfeBY Reynolds NOV 1 6 1964
1| Bent!s DA @ Pordi  T0Aeq_renrroows® Topok sud '
HTRLOLTCET SLLTLIEG! 10, !:.Sr‘gg‘geq‘gyc%&gftﬂd Qffice (Signature, Title, Date)
VONTUT2LLEPTAG QLLICee? yLCPEOTORICYT €U
1. E&v\nen whlrmkeecg[ﬁe(gxm) @ $30°00 12. Master Plan No. 13. Bldg. or Rt # ché),sac
Bent's Old Fort NHS-BOF-3000 Blag. #1°
14cB8egieniridd etk arrnacprne
Midwest Bent's 01d Fort National Historie Site
Project
'Reconstruet Bent's Old Fort Otero 17. PCP Index No.
(Visitor“®enter and Administration (County) B-8
Office included) Colorado 18. P.S.&S. by
(State) BPR /_/ NPS /xx




1, Statement of requirements, proposed work and comnstruction data, justification, ete,
Continued:

Historie structures report contains restoration data,

Justification: The area was established to interpret Bemt's 0ld Fort and

its role in westward exploration and expansion., The restored fort will be -the
major feature of visitor interest and will enclose virtually the entire in-
terpretive program. In addition to an interpretive program, the AV room will
provide facilities for special programs, visiting groups and staff assembly and
training.

19, Estimate
Continued:

Historic Murnishings (estimate)
Preparation and duplication of Furnishings Report 7,000

Refurnishings
. Northeast Bastion 5,000
A Willism Bent's Quarters 3,000
Kitehen 3,000
Artifeot's Shops (&) 8,000
Trade Room 10,000
Storage Room k,000
Buployee Quarters 2,000
Vatch Tower 1,000
Billiard Room and Bar 000
Total $48,000
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Memorandum
To: The Director
From: Acting Assistant Regional Director, Midwest Region

Subject: Furnishings Deta Seection, Part II Historic Structures
: Report, Bent's 0ld Fort

Enclosed are the ariginal and one copy of the subject Report
section. These should be bound into the two ecopies of the Part II
Report which were previously submitied for your reviev.

{S¢d) Duane D Jacobg
Acting Assistant Regional Director

V" In duplicate
Enclosure
cci

Chief, WODC w/encl 2@3
Supt., BEOL w/enel (dup
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Careful study of surviving original walls in Flates X1V, VI, sad
VI, Historieal Data Section, predictebly fails also to shed light

on fumishings. The only evidence of posaible interest to the hdstaric
interior of Dent's Fart in these photograpbs is the apparent sosam in
the adobe wall shown in Plate V1. It is impossible, however, to eval-
uate tiis festure from a photogruph. Caveful first-hand examination
and a knowledge of the location of the sesm would be needed to deterwine
its steuctursl or Gecorative relevunce.

It is o local tredition that structwral mewbers of Dent's Fort were
carried off by mearby ranchers for use in their own bulldings during

the Cattle reriod, 1881-180k. Ouch cannibelizing no doubt included
wooden elements of the Fort such os door and window frumes, as well as
adobes. Theoretically, thue, it should be possible o locete such
elenents of the original structure for the purpose of study for furnishings
evidence.

The fact that Bent's Fort wus dissntled affter its buwrning by Bent in
1645, vhen it is likely that many of its original wooden features were
destroyed, and after its period of use as a stage station, when much
replacement and repedr tock place, would meke such & search for original



nepbers o doubtful undertaking. If found, it would be AIfficult,
lacking cumparative evidence, to determine with certainty the period
of origin for the festure. Lvidemce that might be present relevant
to fuwnishings, such as merks lndicating window coverings, would be
dmmt, if not impossible, to evaluate.

In conclusion, the potential usefulness of such evidence does not
ranise 40 be sufTicient to merit a strenwous effort to locate such
possille surviving features.



The {indings of the extemsive archeological project at Beat's Fort
provide the only unchallengeable documentation for its hitorie fwrnish-
ings and those structural elements of the bullding relevant to its
interior detailing.

HFATING PEVICES: From the results of this excavation it may be con-
cluded with certainty that Bent's Fort vas heated by fireplaces. Five
such features were located in the north row of roows; three in the east
section; six on the south; and, significently, nome on the vest. The
location of fireplesces is strong evidence in determining the veriocus

uses of the rooms.

Evidence of heating devices on the second story iz, of course, not
obtainable from archeclogical evidence save for the single instance in
WS, vhere a thick wall at the ground level indicstes support for a fire-
place on the floor sbove in Room UNS. This is borne out by the Abert
draving (Plate VII) which shows a chimmey at the south end of the upper
vest rov of rooms. OSpeculating that eny additicmal heating facilities
in the upper rooms would have been locsted to take advantage of the flues

snd chimneys needed for the ground level fireplaces, it might be concluded

that only UFl also possessed the comfort of heating.

Refurnishing resesarch and planning should not rule out the possible use

of braziers or other portsble heating devices in some otherwise apparently



usheated rooms, and should slso endeavor to accomt in some way Tor the
apparent chimmey shosn in the Abert drewing (Plate VII), located st the
north end of the west second-story structure, as well as for the two
chimney-lige elements sbutting vhat appesrs to be the billiard room in
both the Hughes and Inmen sketches (Plates V and VL).

LIGHTING DEVICES & VINDOW TREATMENT: The results of the excavatiom at
Bent's Fort have not produced any evidence of lighting devices;, or, as

has been mentioned previously, decorative window treatment. The
discovery of pleces of flat glass at the Bent level, in Rooms NS, #RIA,
and 52, may produce the conclusion that windows were glazed rather

than having been covered with such frontier expedients as oiled paper o
hung skins.

HALLS & FLOORS: Archeological investigetions have produced concluasive
evidence of wall and floor treastment throughout the ground level structure.
Floors were smocthed end tmsped earth. In some cases, this floor was
further refined by the applieation of pluster or whitewash. In one
instance a floor of adobe brick was laid, although there is doubt that
the space involved wasz & room.

The application of a finish coat of plaster to floors In some of the
rooms should receive additiomal study in the course of refurnishing
plamning. This treatment would seem logically to have been reserved for
rooms vhere the use, o occupant, merited such extra effort, convenience,
and elegance. The presence of such floors



in rooms determined in the Hlstoricel Section to have been carpenter
and blackenith vorkshops seems not only incongruous, but slso lsmgprectical.

No evidence of carpeting wes found in the Bent Feriod floors, ut this
alove does not preclude their usc.

Halls sppesr to have been coated with plester or whitewssh slmost
throughout, Three colors predominsted: ﬁt,nnw,ﬁﬂuhy

clwropalogical order, with the carliest stated first.

i uarters Plaster  hite

n2 Juarters Plaster  White

3 Quurters

Y urters

] Trade loam Flaster  \hite

% Trade foom flaster  lite

u7 Trade foom

52 Codk's oom Flastor  Yellow/fed
E3 ning Foou

ES Parlor,Comeil Foon ~ Flaster  Plaster  idie




GEIA Eitchen~Fantry Whitewoah
81 Kitchen Plaster Red
82 Bent's Quarters Flaster-~ Flagter  Adobe/Red/Yellow/
vall colars -y
83 Bent's Quarters Flaster  hite
8k Blackeaith Shop Flaster-- Flaster  hdbe/fed
seme a8
wall calors
85 Slackssith Shop Elagter hite
86 Carpenter Shop Flaster ‘hite
87 Coxponter Shap idtewsss
We Storage Plaster  White
W3 Ctorage
i Storege (Pit/Dasemant) Flaster  Oray adobe/vhite
“5 Storage “
W6 ? Adobe brick

Foous 05 end H7 both yielded frogeents of "burlep or burlap lupressions
in & vhite natrix.” This evidence should be studied fwrther in the
course of refwnishing plunvdng, as it say indicate walls to whdch
burlap wae applied, having & pluster finish washed over, This was
s comson practice in the 19th Centuwry (and well into the th) to
most ften uced was muslin, convas, or even gauze. Ruolap oy only



have been the "best availsble” at Bent's Port. It should be noted
that, in elegant homes vhere impeccable vall finishes vere wented,
canvas vas alsc often applied over the placter st the time of can-
struction. The evidence is considered warth pursuing. The use of
burlap in this manner would have imparted a distinetive snd decorative
texture to the walls involved.

Ho evidence bas been recovered to point out the treatment of flowmrs

and walls on the secand story. Using comparative testimony obtained
from the relstionship of floor and wall finishes with room use on

the ground level, it might be concluded that the bastions and waich
tovers would have been unfinished in any way; and that Room URl, & priveate
guarters, might have had red or yellow plaster on its wvalls. The
billiard rocm might also have sported brightly colored plaster walls,

but the walls in the clerk’s office and remuining quarters on the

wvest side would doubtless have had no more than the standerd vhite

plastering.

vhether or not the grandest room on this level, UEl, had floor plastering
is difficult to say. Probably used by pertner St. Vrain (see Boggs,
Plate I1) during his visits, it may well have had the same floor re~
finement as the guerters of partner Pent on the ground floor. It iz
uniikely that any of the other second story floors would have been

so trested. Tralffic in the billiard room would have remdered



fregile plastered {lomrs imprectical. Magoffin's statement that she
sprinkled her dirt floor in UMl "several times during the day” probably
spesks for the floors in the entire west section.

ing research will need to investigate further the “"pie slice” burned
section in Romm 55 to determine ites relationship to furnishings, as well
as the pre-1820 glared fireplace tile found in the basemenmt sectiom
of Wh. The presence of this letter specimen at Bemi's FPort is indeed
puzzling. It is not a likely item for the Senta Fe trade, since tiles
wvere readily available st this period in both the United States and
Hew Mexico, It hardly fits the "local” market, made up of Indiams
and mountain men. This leaves the solitary slternative that the
tile wvas part of a2 shipment to embellish the proprietor's quarters,
perhape in Sents Fe, Lut more probebly, since one wes found in storage
there, at Bent's Fort.

Other srcheoclogical evidence remains that provokes considerable fuwrnishe
ing interest. These features need not, hovever, be relentlessly
tracked down because they occur in aress not being considered for
refurnishing. They sre: (1) the comnter-like foundstiom in W%, (2)
the vells in ES and W2, and (3) the slot-like floor depressions made
by halved loge laid flateide up in VW3 and W5.

CULTURAL OBJECTS: The evidence of cultural materials here has been
obtained from notes in the Archeclogical Sectiocn of this report, and



from the weekly reports submitted by the Archeologist to the
Regional Office during the course of excavstion. Additional infor-
mation about such objects will no doubt be contained in the final
report of the avcheclogicsl mproject. The recovered specimens sheuld
slso be studied carefuily during research for the refwrnishing report.

Archeolegical finds indicating cultural objects in use at Bent's FPort
during its primsry period, are charted belov to provide reference to
the refurniszhing themes (see Interpretive Prospectus, p. 25) to
which they would be relevent; the possible rooms vhich could interpret
that theme; and the location of their discovery.

It should be noted that many specimens recovered during the course

of ercheologicsl investigation would have been preseat in such quantity
end so universelly used in histaric times that their presence todmy in
any given location constitutes but little evidence of the use o fur-
rishing of the room in vhich they vere found. A heavy ooncemtrstion
of some items, howvever, in any one space, can logleally be ceamstrued to
bear upon historic room use snd content. Trade beads are the most
typical in tanee of this situation, a8 sre iron fragments end bottles.

Substences which have been found, for example the rattan or willow
fomnd in N7, have not been tsbulated. They could represent o vide
& conclusion.
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Fossible Installation: Kitchen (5F1, 8E1A); Dindng Foom (E3)
dhject Lecovery Location

lustre ware w7

Fefwrnishing Theme: MAINIEEANCE
Fossible Installation: m(ﬂ,m;mmmm
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Foseible Installation: The Plesa
thject lecovery location
Iron sdze-bead SE3A
Upade Wl
Fur press Flaza




Hine beve thus been searched, with research remaiuing e be exe-
Arrangeuents should be made as soon as possible to begin fumieh-

at Dent's Port.

DFEEE: The bastious sad watckbower at Dent's Fart were noted by
nayy of its visitors, and soveral commeuted feelingly on the flag
of the United States flying sbove the emtrsace gate. uxton

wenticaed the £1ag,%/us a1d Cocke,d/and Jenston." Emory provided

detcils of its size and pole. 5o wobte that be saw "... & huge United




States flag flowing to the breeze, snd straining every {lbre of
-mmmmumehm:ﬂ

The Fort ws svmed, 1t is cortein, with smll artillery. Cooks
noted tit his spproach to the post W ... seluted by three dle-
charges from & swivel @R «eoey” Viille Garrerd located ... a few
oRnon vese” in the bastionss’ Gsrvard cbeerved, aleo, & muil
bress cannon laying o the growd in e Flaze, vhich had been
buret “... in seluting Generel Kewrmeys'Y This gun would have
been in use prior to 1046,

Garrard is aleo the suce of two interesting bite of information
sbout the watchtower. BHe noted its "belfry,” implying = bell
located there, end the imprisomamt in it of two bald eagles, two
yesrs old. One of these wes killed &uring the period of his visit
(a8s7) 2/

EECEBATION: If we may Judge by contemporery references, recreation
st Dent's Fort during the period of its senith revolved chiafly

arowr! two rother hardy pastioes: drinking and gesdling. Gabling
was 80 nuch in evidence thet Susen Magoffin wos moved to philosophy.




trete she, “There is no place on farth I believe vhere man lives snd
ma:a-m«:mummn,&mt&am
counted its prevaience at the Fort, citing the billisrd room; and
rece track, and comcluding that she would not be at all surprised to
ma&mwamntymaum»
complain of hor serventa ... gambling of " their clothing...” in
seme unnamed Flaza sport.

Fumerous references ocowr defining squipment for such games of chance.
Gsrrard testified that the Billisxd Room &id indeed comtain a billiard
m.wmtnmmmuﬁmam
mmmmﬂcm‘anan
the corral {Plaza?) playing vith 'm'«m'm*m.w
Horse racing must have been relatively impromptu, with individeals
wagering on the provess of their own mounts. However organized, it
vas ne doubt an cxpemsive and somevhet hazerdous amusement, for horses
vere the primary meens of individual transport. tmmmn'
nouwnt, risked not omly the money he might wager, but also his neans
of getting from place to place. Replscements were expemsive, at

" leest in 1346, when Marcellus Ball Bdwerds cbeserved that they sold at
m'-mm'...mwmm)m.y

.,

Mercellus hmr.m,u.,%

,ﬁaﬂﬁtm( -’: The Arthur H. Clark Co., >
P s £ as Bdvards).
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The conmezption of spiritous liguids in splendid quantitics is, of
course, classical in the history of the Americsn fir Grde. luxten
observed thoet the trappers wnd mounteln men at Bent's Fort indulged

in furious orgles "... a8 long s the liguor lasted, and there was &
ool supply of aloobol as well as of Teos vhtskey."S iore cerembntious
oceagicng for drinking were found, =s well, as tusan eoudfla rather
erisply obeerved in her diary when she noted thet her mumrous gentle-
talmwent or custom, drinking st Bemt's Fort wos expeasive. larcellus
Ball Sdwards, vwin owned 2 banker's mind, noted that it sold there
NWW.M‘W

only farns of recrestion swvailable on the banks of the Aviensas.
mmwmmmnmamw
and Gorrerd wrote of cwrrying soversl booits with him, one of them on
“"heavenly bodles” from Hurper's Sardes of the Fedly M.‘ﬂ/m
also documented the presence of at lesst coe apparently respectable
personal Libvexry at the Fort, which mroved sore enticing to its owner
then sn inforuel dence 22/

The dence in question wae undoubtedly but one of many which crmasented
leisure tloe ot the Fort. For ihis one, the Fort's porsonnel yrovided

i



such) thst alght, to tunes “... from & seveaking violin."SY/

Tobacco also provided relaxation at Beat's Fort, aad was pregent

in & wide voriety of uses and farws. Clay pipes were much in
Mm;mmamwmawm
kianik filled thes, aﬂlnwmwnuuuum

IBAIE: The business of Bent's Fort was selling goods and keeping
{taelf, and in its supportive papearwork.

Swrprisingly fov documentsry references to the goods of the trade
s itonization of goods carried by s peddler-type expedition to
the Indian villages. In his pariy'c packs oo et cccasion were
“eve tobacco, blue blankets, black (deep blue) blamkets, white
ulankota, Muives, od beadn S/ '

This list can only represent a portian of the goods of the trude
that were sveilshble within the walls of Dent's Fort. Bdwrds'

.
Pe T35 P Toe
oige, pe R




reference to the price of liguor confimme its availability theve.Z/
Furthor evidence can be derived frou the sssuption thal every
wamactured article mentioned in conmection with the Inflans or

to Garrend's 1ist suntl bels, 5 mnrting, B outcer wnives, B/ cigars,
list considershly.

beaver pelts.dt These two commndities mist have been present in
great quantities at the Fort much of the time, far, acexding to
Nebt Ficld, they vere shipped to St. Loufs but twice & year.32/
Ruxton's cbeervatien of Fort employees busy preseing packs of buffalo
skins snd besting robes in the Flaze sheds considersble light on
the forw of thelr packing zs well, perhops, os on the stoge of thedr

processing A2/

That businsss records wexe kept is stiested by their docusentary
survival, as well as by the presence of & "clerk's office” st the




Fort. i source has been discovered yet, hovever, wich menticns
associsted mierials. The mle refarence to the content of the
clerk’s office at Bemt's Fort is Guvard's memtion of the "first
rate spiegluss” kept theredl/ This cbject may bave been as rele-
vant to tie dcfense of the Fart as to the trading operaticus.

substantielly in their eguipments.

ones, aight heve left an account of them. GOhe appecars, however, to
mm@uwuman-munumm
or to lmve found the "best evallable” not good enough. In amy ovemt
her husbend saw fit to have her tesporery rocm there divested of fts
ususl furnishings, and fitted with thedr owm. As a resuld, we know
to Sonts Fe with them, but have not even an indiwvect reforence to
“MM‘*MMWMQ“N

Shreds of infarmetion relstive to the content of soee of the private
a story, told him by Williem Dent, of the desth of & Spanish horse




guard st the Fort. The horse gusrd hmd been killed Yy three Comsnche
srrows duriag s veid of the Fort's herd. Mr. Best showed Field the
that such trophies were kept in the Dent querters.ld/

Francis iuriomn lms left a fine description of e privete guerters--
but at Fort Larente. Nevertheless, the year of his visii there wus
& walled sdobe fur trade post, housing the operatiens of a mrivate
emterprise. His deseription is therefore extremely valusble come

The roam in question wes, Pariown seld, the "... best in Fort Leresde
ees’ usually occupled by "... the ligitimate bourgeals Fapin, ....”
sbgent of the time. It was "... a lmrge rocm, rather mwe elaborate-
1y fuwrnished then a barn. For funiture it had o yough bedstesd,
but uo bed; two chairs, a clivet of drawers, a tis pail o hold weter,
and 2 boord to cut tobacoo upon. A truss crucifix g ou the wall,
and close st hend s recent scalp, with bair a full yard loog, was
mmam'w

Pariman gtoyed in this room slecping on buffalo rodbes gpread on the




mve bearing an the furnishings of the pertaer's griwete garters.
Hercellus Edweads remaried in ids Jowgmal on the practise of poiyguay
at the Fort, stating that its owners vore aiso the "... cuners of

Vomen were undoubtedly resident in many of the guarters st Sent's
Fort. Ve sy cssume that Willlsm Dent's Indlen wife lived there,
and Susan Magoffin wrote of an Indian women resident in the room
belov hers, o well as of the Mexicen wife of "Nr. Ligtendofter." %/
It wuld seen 1ikely thet in any instance n which a man's wife

(and cifidren?) lived at the Fort with him, a private guarters of
soue kind would have been provided, no matter what his stotus.
Francis ‘arkmen sttests this practice st Part Jobn, sod indicstes
the cheracter of the accomwdations as well. He wrote, "Seneath

us was the sguare area swrounded by little rooms, or rather cells,
served chlefly for the scommmodation of the mem ewployed at the Fort,
or of the egually mmercus squaws whom they were allowed @ muintedn

1n 18,743/

gm' P a2, p. G5




Y ees thamber, dining-room, perlour, recepiion rocm, ste.; ote.,
ssee s quite Miy

far to the equipuent of a N trade wife is derived from an experdence
of Sussn Megoffin. Whlle waiting for her quarters to be prepared
combing her halr after which she liberally costed it with "... odl or
greese of some kind....” contained in a crock. Two objects emerge
MMWM:W:MGM’:MW

The scoosmodations offered by the Fort %o uwnaccompanied men, itinersnts,
experienced such quarters. On his sr¥iwel at Bent's be was given
“ees @ ToOM, in company with seversl government tesmsters, in wixlch
been loft at the Fort by the Ay of the West because of illness.

His sickyoon wes, accerding to Fexiomm, "... a little mad voom, where
he and a companion, attacked Ly tie same disesse, were leid together,




Tete Rouge ves not the cbject of discrimination in being reguired
to sleep on & buffalc robe spread en the floor in a Bent's Fart
dormitory. Matt Field wrote a delightful verse in praise of Bent's
Part vhich confirme such sleeping arrangements for sick and well
alike.

“And a Buffalo skin neatly spread,

Is bolster, and blenket, and bedstead and bed.

In summer time, or in the snow,

Wrepped in a skin of Buffelo,

In falr moomlight, or in the

The Desert Dvellers slusber warm,
References to miscellansous meterials that would have appeared in
quarters, public or private, ere not numercus. Matt Fleld's poem
contained one line of enormous ald,

“"Boats, coats, ropes, all things flow
Gut of the useful Buffslo.

Coats and ropes made from buffalo robes and skins might be expected
to be found in the gquarters at Beat'as Fort, but the informetion that
the post was 1it by candles, made from buffalc tallow, is pure gold.

wmmtmnm-mamnm—u.
passage describing his retum to the Fort on & winter day. He kept
wvarm on thet oceasion wearing a “...blue blanket overcoat having a
collar .... In the same sequence he mentioned his persmmel rifle,
and we may be certain that both items reposed for a time in the

quarters assigned him at the Fort.

b3/ rield, p. 45.
hid.
Garrard, ». T1l.



KE:  Dindng facilitics at Dent's Fort seem to have been
provided in o single large roua for all comers, were they august
hﬁMmﬂmﬁmm&Wkkmy
coupany lsvolved an American women, 2 visitor intent on conducting
important or private business during dimner with a pariner, or a
erable to the camparable offerings provided by the Fort, whem fablss
vere laid in private quarters.

Ia generul, wever, we should sscuse that wost everybody =t deat's

Fort ate in the common dining room. Cooke recounted that & nusbes

of officers from his commend ... partook of a good dtwer at the

Fart,” and the referemce implies thet an invitation was uot mecessary .28/
Actwally, the Fort's dining facilities seem to huve been open st all
tizes, in the mumer of & pblic restawrent, for Garrend wote of repair-
10g 10 "vee e long, low dining roOR ees.” 10 varm sud feed hinself
directly on his arrivel at the post after s long cold rido.sd The

fact that Charlotte, the Fort cook, wes his company Guring this

repast, indicates that she vas ot leimmre to gossip with him, and

sot as bugy s she surely must have been st reguler woaltines.2d




Bquipment for this room may have varied in elegance with the status
of the dlsers curremtly being seated, but it does ot zpgesr to mave
been prinitive from sny reference. Pariomn ate theye at ... &
table laid with & vhite cloth, with cestars in the dddle and chairs
placed arownd 1t."2%/ He might have been considered s sufficiently
specizl puest to merit s vhilte toblecloth, but the reference to
eastars in the plurel makes it certain he dined in the comuwn hall
at a table of considersble mize which was equipped for such elegan-
clea. Carrsrd, whose position wus rother towsrd the lover end of
tie Demt Fort seale, slso experienced refinements at s teble. le
ste Gere "... vith knives, fovks sod pletes.” 28/

the kitelen, but we know much shout the food that came out of it.
Charlatte w-s famous for her “slap-jacks snd puapkin ples,” <V snd
Garrurd’ s warning weal after his ride consisted of hot coffec, bread,
described tie limitless wariety in which it vas prepaved:

Nty Wetieke 7 Sieet 7
or gteved or fried,
Pulfalo serves in every stead

For poultry and pastry, for meat & for
Equipmart to cook all of these edibles in ell of the monners sug-




amnuamwummmums
poens tells how it was presented st the kitehen, and describes a
there =p well:

ki

in bis own hide
nnters ride.
Inmp-ribes ofT.
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Other misistence supplies vere obtained from trede in the Field
with Sev lexicans. On Carrard’s peddler expedition to the Indisn
from e Indians?) with the Few Mexicens for dried corn, puspkins,
wnd bosas S5 sty smet bave boen s source of supply for the Fart's

BAULERULE: Oadly emcugh, the ouly womsn who hae provided primery
meterial shout Migtoric Beat's Fort, is the only source also for the
activity snéd equipment of its artificer's shope. Her observotions

to thes, sre attribulshle to ber sensitivity to their incessant

ity ke




In sn wpper room, undergoing & @evere physical ardeal, /ics. Magoffin
w8 moved to write in her dlary of the noise in the Plazs, and thet
sttendont to the shoeing of horpes, remarking that the "... clang of
ﬁw:h-urumy

From this we know that & blackedth's shop wes locsted at Sent's
Fort, and that borses were shoed there. A hammer sod horseshoes.
He siould be permitied the conclusion that the shop was fully
eguipped for its work in the mumer of its time.

GEIERAL: The Plaza. HMost of the visitors or residents at Demt's
Fort commented ebout its Flava. Their comments, honever, were

uore often descriptive of the quality of life to be found theve

than of the objects associated with life. As a result; uost of
the inforwstion is useful for furnishing oaly by inference.

Susen HagofTia 314 not ses it of'ten, and ber impressions of it were
confined to its notse: “There is the greatest possidle nodse in
the patic. The ..., oeighing and braying of wmules, the crying of
mummmaum‘y

Prancis Parlosss saw it, that ssme year, in another mood. Arriving
Just after the Army of the West had departed, it scemed to him that
Tse the life and bustle (hed) puswed eway, and the fort was a scene

ha?hpv-&rfh-ﬁ
’v“o




Buxton obeaerved it in yet another guise. Although ealling it
“the corval,” there can be no dabt butl that he was describing
employecs pressing packe of buffolo skins, beating robes ...,”
sl of "ee. Indlon squews, wives of msmmtain mem, strut(ing) shout
1n sll the pride of beads wd fexfuron, jingling with bells end
bugles, aod hoppy o8 paiant can mke thex.” It wae into this sowmw
that fuxton saw the mmbers coming  «eo With dosr and buffalo
west 10 supply the Port, ... 58/

Gaxraxrd alone sew £1t to mention cbjects. "In the center of the
court iz the ‘robe press;' and lying on the ground was o @Eall
brase comncn, burst in sslutisg General Kearney."SL/




The architectrel style of Dent's Ford reflected a wedding of
adshings, but not for the sake of taste or assthetic gumetsy.
wen in Santa Fe bebdad 1t, for reasone sttribwtable to geogreply,

thought of desireble desipn stylees in ferms of those fusbdonable

wagane no doubt brought 1t out from Mesowrl. On the other hond,
hesdol business cen they would hawe been losth to relinguish space
for incame producing goods 1o =y bWut the most ilatensely vented or
peraon. In wougple of this is to be fownd in the Vietorian couch



Fort, where they picked up londs of robes end furs. Trade In

fSanyts e returped wostly silver to (e pertoers. It would theve-
fore scen likely timt o great guntity of the Fort's nore utilitarian,
or bulky equipnent came from liew llexico, if 1t was aweilsble there,

at the post were probebly mede at the site by creftsmen using

Coske cbserved thet Spentsh vas the prevailing languege at Bemt's
binetios, thers is 5o slight confusion of tongues."SY There was,’
without guestionyo dight coulusion of taste and style as well.
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In reconstructing beat's Ol3 Ford, 1t has besn plaaned to proserve
Intergretive Prospectus (sp. 2-25).

ihe plsa on the following pape indicates arcas of the excavated



Main Corral

Plan of Fort, Trash Dump, & Area
Corral Areas

Scale: 1 inch equals 40 feet

PILATE I.
Locations of Foundation Ruins Being

Considered for Wxhibition and Interpretation
Beut's Old Fort
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