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Historic Structures Report 

Part I 

a. Bame and number of structure - Bent's Old Fort, Bl11lding #1. 
ciaisIH'ed DA inthe Historic Structures Inventory. 

b. Prgposed Use 9!. structure - !he interpretive program Yill be 
focused at the reconstructed Fort, as the optimml interpretive 
facility-. !he building Will also house the Park's adnd.n:l.strative 
of:f'ices and serve in lieu of a visitor center. 

c. Justiftcation for such- use as shown 1n lll.ster nan - !ftle Park 
was establishedbeciuie c)f tiie Fort •a national ]y significant 
role in the history of .American westward. expansion into the 
&Ollthwestern quarter of the continental United states tram 
1833 - 1885. Reconstruction ot the Fort is considered necessary 
to present the sigr,.itic&nce to the visitor in the best and 
JIOSt practical. way. 

d. Provisions !2:: operatiy ~ structure - · The reconstructed Fort 
Y.l.ll contain the pr1aary visitor reception and interpretive 
facilities. Orientation and interpretation will be provided by 
u.itoraed Park personnel at the Fort, through guided tours, 
talks and publieations. 

e. loo,P!ratiff~t, g .!!!I• executed ~ad !2:: 
:turn1sh1y ~ operating ~ structure - Kone. 

f. Brief' description !!!. Pro,osed construction activity - The Master 
PJ.aa caiis tor a canplete reconstruction of the building following 
extensive historical and archeological research. This will 
1nc1ude eda1n1strat1ve offices, interpretive exhibits and 
turnishings, and a parking lot. 

g. •n considered preJ1~ry est1-te ,2! ~ of' 5\rmsed 
construction aoti vity - t is estia.ted: that l)i: . , .· will be 
required.to reconatruct Jent•s Old P'ort, including necessary 
facilities and :turniela1ngs. 



( 

h. ~photo~~ existing condition of the structure, ~ 
identification purposes only -

i. ~ of PCP B-8 - attached 

4. HISTORICAL DATZ 

a. Brief statement~ local tradition~ hearsay regarding 
structure - Local stories concerning the structure ~nerally 
parallel the information contained in Paragraph (b.). The most 
important exception is the idea that William Bent demolished 
the Fort With explosives upon abandoning it in 1849. 
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b. Brief resume of knowledge ot structure from readily availab1e · ·­
documentary evidence·- l3ent"s Old Fort ..-constructed in 1832 - 33 
on the Mountain Brauch ot the Santa Fe Trail. It was bui1t of 
adobe or sun-dried brick. '!he main part ot the structure was 
in the form of a rectangle approximately 140 • X 18o 1 • The 
ground floor contained some 25 rooms ot Y&rying size, all 
opening upon a central. courtyard. Single upper.rOOIIS were 
located-·-on the east and south portions, and the entire vest side 
was twe-story. At the northeast and southwest corners were 
rowid-towers or bastions wllich rose above the •in wan. A 
wagon-house a.ad corral of udetermined size abutted the Fort 
proper on the south side. 

Froa 1833 to 1849 the s1:ructure was the •in trading establishent 
of Bent, St. Vra:Ln, and Co. Ho structural. cliaDges are believecl. 
to have taken pl.ace during this period although 'Whell :Bent 
abandQ11ed the post in J.8Jt.9 he set fire to •teri&l.s in ae?eral 
at the northeast rocma. J;Jt.tring the l3ent occu:pancy uses of· 
the varioua·roams inc1ud.ed·bJ.acltamith and. carpenters·sho_pa, 
dining roam, J.arge kitchen, trade roans, store rOC111S, and 
quarters. 

ID 1859 - 60 the Fort was reoccupied by the :Barlow-Saaderson 
Overland stage Mail Com,pany. !he stage ccmpany Jl&de a 22' 
a.penillg 1n the east wall to accOIIIIOdate the passing of vehic1es. 
The ccapany abandoned the post in the late 1870's. By' th±s 
time, the walls had began to deteriorate 'badly. In 1881 - 85 
the J'ort was used as a cattle corral. Local ranchers began 
appropriating adobes from the structure tor use in their own 
bu1ld:fngs. By 1900 little was left except the ruins ot the 
walls. A flood. in 1921 cmpleted the destruction. 

c. Bure ot architect _!2!: 4esiper - Charles lent. 

d. lfaae ot builder - Bent, St. Vrain, and Co. William Beat 
supervising. · 

e. ~ of owner in historic Period - Bent, St. Vr&b, and Co. 

f. ARCBI!BO'.rOBAL DA.TA 

a. Brief description ot structural and architectural clesip 
includiy comparison Vith other known s1iuar structures. 

1. The remains of Bent's Old Fort consist in plan of abollt 
4200 square teet of adobe walls, generally less than two feet high, 
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as excavated b7 an-Archeology crew of tbe Midwst Reglon. (See 
BOS sheet 2, COL0-22, small corrections will be iacorporated 1n 
the Part II Report) Drawings ot the original Fort, measured by · 
Lt. Aberts in 1845, have been adde4. to the archeolOSJ" findings of 
1964 to give the size and-a~ce of the :original Fort. (See 
J1Al3S sheets 3 and 4, COL0-22} · 

2. Fort Vasquez on US 85, 30 Jliles north of Denver, is a rebuilt 
structure of the same period as Bent's Old Fort. The Fort, a 
restaurant near Morrison, Colorado, was built senrii years ago 
to resemble Bent's Old :rort. :Both Ports show the problems of 
adobe construction. Typical trill details of the period ot Bent's 
Old Fort are aY&iJ.able tram JINlY' dr&w:lqs in the BA'BS collection of 
Kev Mexico, books, and fraa hrther research. 

b. Humber !2!. stories - two. 

c. Principal construction •terials - adobe. 

d. Brief descriptiOD of apeeiaJ. features. 

1. !he first floor root vaa used. for promenading and gun fire 
action. It was a f'lat earth root on roof beams. The interpretation 
of the Fort calls for public use; so that a root deck supporting 
live loads of 100 lbs per square toot is called. for. 

e. Brier descriptioa !2!. existing conditions ,E! basic structure ~ £! 
exterior and interior finish. 

1. Pr• the HA:ss sheets the follcnr.l.ng approximate :f'igures are 
gathered.: 

FootiJags 
Adobe waJ.J.s 
Area of roofs 
Area ot vertical adobe walls 

(not under cover) 

16;800 cubic feet 
61,SOO cubic feet 
15,500 sqll&re feet 
26,700 sq,uare feet 

Oest ot construction of 94,100 CIT of waJ.J.s 8 $2 • $188,200 
Cost of construction of 94,100 Oft ot walls 8 $4 • $376,lf.oo 
(Final figure depends on construction •terials _and metaods) 

2. !'he reconstruction of the Old Port bas 3 distinct approaches 
that are interrelated. Taeae elements J1USt be considered in the 
studies und.er a Part II Report before the final direction of re­
construction is decided upon. 



(a) Nainteaaace !!, ~ archeoloflcal rema1aa. 

(1) A syatea of reiDtorcecl concrete tootinga ancl poata can 
be clevised that Ylll SQPOrt tae new work on re1nf'orce4 eODcrete or 
steel 11D.te1a that vJ.ll oocui,y n.e aore than 10 percent ot the existing 
V&lla. !hese tootin.8 voulcl be plaoe4 below the existing footings 
to pron.de better frost protection aad !acid.en~ preserve~ ot the 
existing remaias. A reao,able ve11eer woulcl &1.low the 1l8p ot the 
lm1J41n1 to be •intaiDecl traa the exterior yet provide aoaeas to the 
hiatorieal reaiu. 

(2) Coll;pl.ete reamJ. ot tlle existing aroaeologl.cal reaaiu, 
wall.a and toot1q. Beplaceaent by well designed reintorcecl concrete 
tootinp to a lower depth. 

(3 )' A cOllbination of (1) &Ac1. (2) a1'ove. 

(b) (b) RecODStructiea !!: ~ historic ~. 

(1) · Authentic reeoutruction 1n ado'be blocks With mud 
Joints Will gl.ve the truest picture bu.t v.l.ll 'be costly frail a IIIWI• 
tenance poillt of view as described below. 

(2) Constr11ction 1n cement stabilised adobe never Yill be 
quite atistactory- because the aging process will nenr be the same 
as real adobe. 

(3) The reconstruction of the root (clecka) 1D concrete 
can simulate the orig1nal constraction. 

( c) Fllture Nil.intenance. Ollr real preb1a of aintenance is the 
tutu.re eroclimg of the 26,700 ..-re feet ot 'ftrticaJ. vaJ.J. surface 
not under tlle protection of roofing. 

(1) Replasteriy exposed walls. At the Port Restaurant 
and on. mat of the adobes in Bew Mexico, tile exposed. aurtacea are 
repl.aatered with adobe or wllite waaaed at frequencies approaching 
yearly. Biateric evidenee ot plaateriag or white wsh1mg at :Bent'• 
Old Port ahould be fllrther inffStipted. 

(2) ~ nor-.1 deterioration. :rort Yasquez has 
deteriorated rapi~ 30 years and. nrtace aeterioratioa baa 
penetrate4 to._. structural :,arts. ibe State Biatorical Society 
of Colorado 1• in. a CJ.uanc1ry' u tc, whether or not to COJ11P1etely 
rebu114 the Port. !'he uae ot ailicme or the new epoxies is costly 
an.d·haa not proven C011p1etely aatia:tac*ory, as tbe adobe apalla 
ott, generally in larger chuaka, thoup at leas treq,uent intenals. 
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(3) ~till& the aclelNt nrface u a ftllHr. There is 
about 41,C>OO oubic teet of walls in tae 26,700 square feet of hip 
•iatuaace cost exposed aurtace. It is propoaed tbat a structural 
wall of reinforced. ccacrete of cc,ncrete block be prepared. for the --
attachaent of lf. inches of a real adobe surface with the'underatand­
ing that the adobe veneer be replaced at·20 yea.rs intenal.a. !hie 
Jlisht cost about '20,000, or a •intenance cost ot $1,000 a year. 

3. ~ Interior Surfaces. 

Research and investigation J111st be ade on this subJect. 

f. F.atilatea .2! extent~_=!!!~ a.4d.1tional work re~_:!:! camplete 
arohiteotural relle&l'Ca !!! ilmlat.tf:tioa under!!!:!:. !f.tia estiaated 
tbat '8,500 v.lll be required for · .• aboft aentioned wrk and is now 
included. ill POP, K-7-1. 

6. ARCDOLOGICAL ~ 

a. mo•, Herbert, "Bma"f&tion of Bent's Fort," !he CoJ.arad.o Napzine, 
J'uly 195o, Vol. DXIII1 lfo. 31 PP• 181 • 1~ 

'b. It is proposed taat excavations be oar.rie4 out that are 
sut:ricient to cleteraine the origin&l &ad. subsequent dimensions 
aad elevations of the floors, rooas, historic grade levels 
within and witllout tlle Fort:, pl11s special features. It is also 
proposed to recover, record, and analyse artifacts pertinent 
to all periods, with special treatment provided tor those with 
ftl.ue aa atud1' or exhibit speciaena. 

c. It 1a anticipated that all phases of the project shall haft 
been c-,leted between August 25, 1963 and· Aquat 25, 1965. 
The total ez.penses slaoul.d approximate t,8,500. 

a. stateaent o'l exia~caJ.. evidence of historic ccm41tion. '!he 
&l'e& illlledlitely fort site iiaabeen plowed~ tbaes 
and the introduction of a road near the exc&'Y&tions has el1w1aated 
any- p]Q'a1cal endence of historic conditions. 

b. Brief statement !J!!. er,ose !!!!! extent ,5!! hrther research prOJlosed, 
it ~. CJ.oae e:undnation of the archeologf.ca.11 historical and 
architectural research •Y lead to hrther Landscape research. 
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c. J:atillate ot cost and tiae re;ired• !he cost of further Landscape 

research cizilie'"a\;aoriidia e !CP tor research by iODC of the 
ArclaitecturaJ. Section, as described in PCP, M-T-1. 

a. !!!!! _!!!! brief evaluation S!!_ historic ftlnd.shings !!!! .!! _!!! 
structure - lone. 

b. stateamt !! provision ~ dr&:ttiy ! tllrnishiy plan -
Tecbnieal. personnel of the Midwest Regional Ottice Y.lll draft 
a f\trnishing plan, making ue ot intonation contained in tlae 
Historical. and .Arclutectural Sections of the Part II Report. 

c. Oatline !!_ 1aaed •thod of 11.Daaciy !!l re:fUrniahiy - It 
is proposed . t; donatniction l'1nds be used to Hnance any. 
rehrnishing. 

( d. Bat111ate of cost of !!l ref'Urn.1shiy - $48 ,ooo 
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'tt!lt"S~ • r,c-tii s:; :E>timate based On preliminary plans U"': --u ·~, 

k~~~A) - Ef ti mate based on working drawings 

( ~t~lf r'l TG~ EBM _ aM 'l[filf:~Uli\,t~01Jicilities i n other parks 

I ~ ~ ~ 

Reconstruct Fort structure 
GH ' I C. OJ j I ~ 

9,600 sq. :rt (approx.) 8 $30.00 

Administrative Offices, Areheological and 
Historical artifact storage facilities -

·Jc01ti6l.:W<aif~loyee restrOOll8 1 lobby and 
S · 1Qooiibit space, 50 seat AV ·room and 

- ·.o~stored rooms as exhibits to be inc1uded. 
J " , 

Museum Ex:bibits 

""""" . ..-.v-

19 8 $1,800 ea. 
l Diorama 

'GA.i~s.la:IIJ.,. (, .:o ,. 
• c• J .C +'\ J 

' I' 

2 -r 1. r po 

Rear screen projection and 

$31t.,200 
10,000 

(44,200 

C a 

_ audio equipment for 50 seat 
,· 1J -~ .. -.-F<,8iCJffacl prograa production. ) ' $6,500 

-:-, o., l\id.18-'ftatioii-tii-firnished ex~- , 
\ hibit rooms (6) @ $400 c ;.., J ) ~~-

- L ~ 

Quantity Cost 

·I 
.. 288,000 

:p .c 

Contingencies .......... . . l=J==...,~!l!l&~==--

q +f G 

:0 +T 6 SUB TOT AL 1-$--~ .... ~~=-
a ~OL L~Df0~'~! D 
)1.:J· a+ C IlIDJ '?~6 .,-" $ 

le==~!;!Y::ae!!!!:~=== 

GRAND TOTAL $ 



Form 10-411 
(Rev. 11 / 61) 

UNITED STATES DE PAR TMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SER V ICE 

PROJECT CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL 

· 1 . Statement of requ irements, proposed work and constructi on d ata, jus t ificat ion, etc . (Use additional sheets as £1_ecF1~9rY.·) 

Proposed Work: Bent's Old Fort is an aJ.aost eompletely ruined J •• J 

ad :t..- t -ture na..,1 .-..... , --t...a _. to ti Length Miles 
011'11:: ! rue • .&.a.&.8 propUIIClltJ. pr0•.1.u.e8 .1.0r re8 r& OD Fini shed width should.e,r .tp}s.h'\ulder 

with original •terials and appearance. Housed Within the · - c 
structure will be a nod.em visitor eenter and 8d•1a1strative 
facilities. 

Construction Data: !he structure to be restored measures ~ 

a~~~la'J:IJio' X 1701 containing .2~}lo~r roas, 7 upper 
rGOJli 'ad-l-~J~-Ei:&is. ot the total eit: ld~~ area approxilately 9,6oo sq. tt~ 1*~ 
r~~c,\e,:c.-! !50-~-J-~~°bP' adobe eorral. abutted the -.in building nthin which a 50 car -
p~t:tiig &res:-'irrii: ~ provided. Within the •in building aodern facilities · w:Lll pro-
vide &dmi. nistrative offices, archeolo!!.9~ and historical artita.et storage, public 
and emp~' ~~t~A tobay and exb~-~-~e, 50 seat AV room Y.l.th necessary 
utilit1,;l~~~li9~;~~~~Glel~P,red r v.l.11 be equipped. with historic furnishings 
as exh!~r!S~fY!ffl!J 6+3 ' . J 

Provide<~o~jb~!~ .. ~e0 ._ ~lectric ligbi-.._ water heating and air conditioning. 
~ .. ;;e,~/ '! ;·.r ·)() f..l ~ , / (continued on attached sheet) 

2. Lan~~atufsflqa;of~~wii~ntd .ag~~y), Water Rights,~)search, Etc. 

0ove¥~n~T ~i·; ~ tr! ~·· &pa~iit ot the Interior, Jfational Park Service 

Ar~eglo~J~ and historical research is now underway. 

11. 

6. CLASS ESTIMATE 

Construction .............. 
$ 288 000 

P Ions, Surveys, & 
Supervision ........ . ..... 41 600 

Contingencies ........ .... l 4oo 

Contract~ 
SUB TO r AL 

Exhibits, Audio -Visual 
4 000 

Installations, etc ....... 

Design@ 
Office GRAND TOTAL $ 4 4 100 

8. Recommended by Park Office (Signature, title, date) 

Project 
1 

Reconstruct Bent• a Old Fort 
(Visitor~nter and Adainiatration 
Ottice included) 

Superintendent 
•Signature, title, dote) 

ov 1 6 1964 

12. Moster -Pion No . 

liHS-BOF-3000 

Site 

Otero 17. PCP Index No. 

(County) B-8 
Co1orado 1a. P . s. & s. by 

---(S-t-at-e)___ BPR CJ' NPS ~ 



. . 

1. ltateaent ot rel,llirellmta, :propoaed work &ad. ooutruction data, Juatiticatioa, etc. 
Contined: 

natoric atnctures report cataiu restoration clata. 

Just1tieat1on: Dae area vu eatabllahed to interpret Bent•a Old Port and. 
1 ts role ill weatw.rcl exploration ancl. expaaaion. !he restored :tort Y.1.11 'be ~lae 
a&Jor :te&ttare ot n.sitor interest ancl will enc1oae Y1rtually the entire in­
terpretin prograa. In addition to aa interpretive propea, the AV room will 
provide tacilltiea tor apeci&l prograaa, v1a1t1Dg srou.,• and. atatt aaaeably and. 
train1ng. 

11storic hrniald.nga ( eatillate) 

Preparation and. clu;plioatim ot Fan.1ah1ags Report 
Bef'uraiahiDga 

!lortheaat Bastion 
WilliUI leat•s ~ra 
JC1toh.en 
Artit&ot'a Sllopa (4) 
!re4e Roca 
Storage Roca 
Blpl.oyee Qaarters 
Vatala Tower 
B1111ard Roca and Bar 

1,000 

5.,000 
3,000 
3,000 
8,000 

10,000 
4,000 
2,800 
1,000 
5,000 

~,ooo 
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Sc&le: 1 inch equals 4o feet 
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