i ORI SRR bhihdaiiiac s skt ol

HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT
PART ‘] \]

0y
L

i
ISR

-

BENTS OLD FORT

A o bl b B B DAL Rl e bbbl b .00, WAL s it O b et






Jatet

latet

lates

Datet




Auvri

ool



Sectiom
3, ADMINISTRATIVE DATA, by ¥oy L, Young
b, HITIONICAL DATR, by Deight E, Minson, Jv.
6, ANCUBOLOGICAL DATA, by Jackson ¥, ibore, Jr.






{8ee PCP 5.3 am fullowing pages)



Ferm 10-411

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER,
Rev. 2/6)))

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PROJECT CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL

1. Statement of requirements, proposed work and construction data, justification, etc. (Use additional sheets as necessary. )
Proposed Work: Bent's Old Fort is an almost completely ruined
adobe structure. This proposal provides for restoration
vith original materials and sppearance. Housed within the
structure will be a modern visitor center and administrative
facilities.

Length Miles
Finished width shoulder to shoulder

Surfacing or Pavin

Construction Pata: The structure te be restored measures
approximately 140' X 170' comtaining 25 lower rooms, 7
roalas and 2 bastions. Of the total enclosed area approxima
roofed. A 150’ X 170' adobe corral asbutted the main build
parking ares will be provided. Within the main building
vide administrative offices, archeological and histori
and employee restrooms, lobby and exhibit space, 50 sea
utility and storage space. Restored rooms will be equ

as exhibits in place.

9,600 sq, ft. were
thin which a 50 ear
facilities will pro-
rtifact storage, public
room with necessary
with lu:atorl.c furnishings

\0°

Provide oil fired furnace, electric lights, water hani%pg \‘“d r conditioning.
- il ‘{1 Y [¢ ue
\ov/

Government owned, U.S. Department of the Interior, }utional P\tk Service

A

2. Land Status (if Govt.-owned, what agency), Water Rights, Research, Etc. Q

Archeological and historical research is now underway.
C
3. PCP Data Prepared by (Name, |4. Cross-reference PCP's to this /16- CLASS ™ ESTIMATE
Title & Dote) Project: l-li U-3, M Q Construction.............. $ zsaom
10’26‘“ PCP bu-af it Plans, Surveys, & 41.600
numbers of pre s N
Foy !oun;. ﬁt. Crsitatied Shebiont: 1 Supervision.............. »
10-26- o/
E. C. Alberts /\ Q" Contingencies............ 170500
Re nte & §w_- Construction by: )
§.Chief, Interp & Vis S¥o N J SUB TOTAL 347,000
b ; C t
G Z—/ i E Exhibits, Audio-Visual
Work supervised by- Installations, etc....... 107. 100
Park /"7 Reg./ 7 Desien /x7 GRAND TOTAL 454,100
7. DISTRIBUTION OF COPIES |8 Recommended by Park Office (Signature, title, date) 2
No LE. (SGD) FOY L. YOUNG
1 | waso J-/0-¢4
9. Approved by Regional Office (Signature, title, date) ¥4
&.q NG ss't 1o Rogionst Dubereg 190
SR (S7d) Harvey B. Reynotds ey
1 Bent's ou Port 10. Reviewed by D&C Field Office (Signature, Title, Date)
danderd Bil)
Chiaf, m Desamier
T Shion within Ared or Tecmins ; 12. Master Plan No. 12. Bldg. or-Rt. 4 ond Sec.
Bent's Old Fort ks _NHS-BOP-3000 |
14. Region 15. Park ll“. 1
Midwest |Bent's Old Fort Hational Historic Site
16. Project 2
Reconstruct Bent's Old Fort —QOtero__ i ;C; s\,
- (Visitor Center and Administration 1 a:
(!....-- 4 _a._.a_an Coloradn 18. P.S. & S. by
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CLASS /__/ (A) - Estimate based on working drawings

CLASS (8) - Estimate based on preliminary plans
CLASS (C) - Estimate bosed on similar facilities in other parks
19. ESTIMATE s TS e S
|tem Quiantity Cost

Reconstruct Fort structure
9,600 sq.ft (approx.) @ $30.00 288,000

Administrative Offices, Archeological and
Historical artifact storage facilities -
Public and employes restrooms, lobby and
exhibit space, 50 seat AV room and
restored rooms as exhibits to be included.

Museum Exhibits

19 @ $1,800 ea. $34,200
1 Diorama 10
$44,200
Audiovisual

Rear screen projection and

audio equipment for 50 seat

room (Incl program production) 6,500
Audio stations in furnished ex-

hibit rooms (6) @ $400 2,400
$ 8,900
Furnishings
Assembly room, lobby & Offices
50 seats (AV room) @ $15 750
4 desks @ $100 ' 400
4 swivel chairs @ $50 200
8 side chairs @ $50 400
File & amp cabinets . 750
Ash trays, setees, etc. for !
lobby and courtyard ‘}_.& }
Kilmtc M‘ms "E‘:”i—m—a;c‘ };"u'ls". EESeRE T mpe e o - o
‘ : Construction.......... :_5_3“'0(» [ e
See attachment “alm Plans, Surveys, and
Supervision............. ” ii1!§ﬁ_ Ry
Coritingencies............ L17’l’°o
347,000
SUB TOTAL $
Exhibits, Aud.-Vis.
Instailations, Ete....... $ 107.100 S
s - - oranp yoTay | SRR s

267199




1. Statement of requirements, proposed work and comstruction data, justification, etc.
Continued:

Historic structures report will contain restoration data.

Justification: The area was established to interpret Bent's Old Fort and

its role in westward exploration and expansion, The restored fort will be the
major feature of visitor interest and will enclese virtuslly the entire in-
terpretive program. In addition to an interpretive program, the AV room will
provide facilities for special programs, visiting groups and staff gssembly

and training.
19. Estimate
Cont {nued:;
Historic Furnishings (estimate)
Preparation and duplication of Furnishings Report 7,000
Refurnishinpgs
Rortheast Bastion 3,000
William Bent's Quarters 3,000
Kitchen 3,000
Artificer's Shops (4) 8,000
Trade Room 10,000
Starage Room 4,000
Employee Quarters 2,000
Watch Tower 1,000
Billiaxrd Room and Bar 5,000

Total $ 48,000
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RISTORICAL UATA SECTION

Dwight £, Stinson, Jr.
fistorian
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The history of the structure haown veriously as Dept's O)4 Poet, Bent's
Fort, and Fort ¥illiam falls logieally into six pericdsy
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Bent Period,

in 1931 were not new to the Wost. The brothers Charles and Williem Bent,

B, 9%, WAIU WD 0. The pactoers who formed Deat, St. Vruin Co.



and Coren 5, Vrain had all vextured cut from their netive St. lLouis to
tale part in the hper Hissouri fur trade.) Amed with emperience, some
capital, md & willingness to do whetever wes necessary to compete with
other siamilarly minded enteprensurs, they arrived in the Arkanses Vallsy
late in the third decade of the 19th century, Their cbjective wes to
locete at & point in United States territory vhileh could serve the duel
purpose of tapping the rich fants Fo treffic as well se the potentially,
bighly lueretive Indian trode. They comstrueted o stockade on Fountain
Creek (near presemt Puebls, Coloredo) for this purpose, tut it soom
became opparent thet the location wes bedly chosen, The site wes well
aff the Momteln Srench of the Santa Mo Trail and o considerable distence
west of the miin Wuffalo mmting grounds of the Plains Indlems.’ Tt
is s8id that Yellow Wolf, & Cheyerme chief, pointed out the letter fact
and suggested the capany ro-esteblisk at the Big Timders (near present
Lmwr, Colorado). For ressons not eapletely cleer, the yartners
coproxised with Yellow Wolf's ides, and instend chose to locate at a
spot on the Artanses soaw B0 niles upstresm from Big Timbers, but
mevertheless, om the Mountain Neeneh Treil.d

It is mot certain how long it took to comstruct
Fort ¥illism, The historian Grinnell claims the construelion begen in

aellpox, During this time the comgpany opereted out of 8 stockade om
e construction sftes’ Other, and seemingly move plausible secounts,




have the eopstruction begimming in 1031 ead being completed the following
year,” At any rete, by 1933 the Fort wes completed and Rilliam Bent
fnstalled as resident mmeger, 8 positisn he held wstil the Fort's
abandomment. in 1549, |

THAE OPFRATIONS: The treding aetivities cemtered at Bemt's Port my
be described as “three eormerel”. irade mods of Amevioms mmfecture
vers hauled slong the fante Fe Trefl from Msssuri. A portion of the
90ds wee deposited at the Fort, mmd the remminder contimued dowm the
Trail into Mexicmn Territory vhere it ves disposed of st the mervantile
outlets opereted by Jt. ¥redn and Cherles Bemt in Tuos end denta Fe.
This smme method operated in reverce, with goods of Mexican end Javajo
origin being ellocsted to the Fat or carried on to Mssowri., The
third comer emsisted of the Indien tribes who either traded their
buffelo robes for guods et the Fort or were reashed by treders trevelling
%o the Indion cemps, The robee vere Lransmerted to the eompeny’s eastern
outlets, The Pt elso cotered to infepemdent doumbtaln Mem who bertered
betver pelts end other furs for the equipment and supplies necded o
mintain themselves.’

DDLA RELATICNS: The key to such @ business as the Bent, 9, Vreln Co,
engaged in was to mintain friendly relstions with the severml Indisp
tribes involved, A serlous bresch wuld mot only destroy the ocornerstone
of the tusiness, ut wight emceivebly conatitute a very resl peramal
asnger to the Fort and its cccupants, The situstion wes pladn to Willims
Bent, aad hic efforts scon pleced hinm in a position of gremt influence
with the Indiens wilch he wes to enjoy wntil his desth in 1869.° e
:



Sonthers Cheyennes sowd their friends, the Armpshoes were the sajor

tribes doing business with the Fort and relstions seem to have been
excellent throughout the Bemt Period, Two ressons stand owt, cne

being thet the Purt ves in (heyenne territory, end the other thet ¥illies
Beat took a Cheyenne wife scon after the campletion of the strueture,”
Alzmost s luportsat es the Vhite-Indlen relstionship vere the feelings
betwesn the red men themselves, Teroughout the 30's Bemt found thet the
enmity between his Cheyerme friende and the iribes south of the Ariwnes -
the Kiowns sad Commches -- put the Port in the cemter of 8 potential
battlefield, If cme faction wes reluctant to trede becmuse of the presence
in furce of the other, business meturally suffered. It 15 sald by some
thet the pesce conferemce of 1540 whieh forever abolished the Cheyemne-
Compnche differences was Indian Inttiated, and this my well be true,
However, the peace was consumsnted 3 miles below the Fort, the erstwbile
enemies exchenged gifts purchased froa Bent, and from Wt time o, the
iwe tribes could mix at the Fort in an atmcephere of peace,l’ The very
pature of the tribel system dictoted that thers should b oceessionnl
flareups, but the 1340 pesce provided the wedpe Dent needed, After that
camplainte vere often discussed in council at the Port and settled
without resort to violence.ll

the Federul Oovermment tooh adventage of the Fort's locetion to fostor
relations with the Indisms. In 1335 Colomel Nemry Dedge’s Dregoon

Ipeditlon from Fort leevemwrth met wilk contingents from the varfous
tribes within @ few niles of the post.’® In 196 Thomms Fitwpatriek,



& former Bent esployee, was eppointed Agent for the Upper Platte amd
Ariamess Indlan Agency, Fitapatrick resided part-time at the Fort and
often met with the trides in or nesr its vielnity,'S

As an outpost of meriesm civilization, Bemt's Fort

vas & sotupal stopping place for trevelsrs. /Amoang those mown to have
visited during the Bent Period were Wntthe Field (New Orleans Joummalist)s'
Themes J. Forsban (Mglish Treveler)l’ Prederick A, Wislisemus (Germsn-
Amertoon Mtwraiist))’ mrens Wniteen (Msstonary)l Pranets Parin
(Author-Historion)l® and George F. Ruxton (Wglish duthor)l® ienmy

flgires prominent in the history of the West vere assoolated with the

Fort, the sost famous of all being Kit Carson, vho wos employed by the
rime intermitiently."

tpe, i not the most, nationally significant
aspects of the histery of Bemt's Fort was the role the structure played
in the territorial expensisn of the United Stetes, Reletioms between

the Compeny amd the U, 7, Army entered into a more (hon oasual phave

in the mpmer of 1543 wvhen & comtrect wee conswemted calling for

the storage of Amy provisions at the post.” The fullowing your,

Johm €, Fremont's Second Bxpedition distemded at the Fori, having completed
its "Great feconnatscence of 10h3-1804", %

In 1445 the Army sent cul three cmpeditions ostenaibly to map the
Sertimest end gather selemtifie informetion, dut in ey respects,
stmply to eomplie intelldgence to be used in the evest of war with

6



Hexico, Bach of the three psused for supplies et Bemt's Fort., The
firet, led by Colomel Rephen Watis Jeewrny, wes & Dragoom colusn
origineting at Port lesvemworth and mmkiag 8 eimeuit vie the Oregos Trail,
the sastarn slaope of the Colorado Rockies, and hemee down the Arimnsss.
The wther two expeditions, both wsder the overall commnd of Fremomt,
spent seversl weoks fn early fugmet fitting out at the Fort. Fremout
then took the mein body through the Rocky Mountains to Califurais while
Lisut, J. ¥, Abert emploved the Canadian River comtry ami retwwed to
Port Leavemmrth,P?

In the spring of 1540 the lomg expected war with Mewieo broke cut, At
Fort Leavepworth, Foseny wes glven commnd of o furce desigmmted the
Armyg of the Vest, sz orders were to mareh his eclumm to Bent's Fort
and use tYhat as 2 bese for an fwwmsion of Mexiesn Territory. fearmy
arrived in late July and emmined in end meer the Fort for soversl days.>'
Before moving om he hmd, in effeet, comverted the Furt imte 2 depot amd
assigned an Avsy Gertewmsster officer to see thet stores were properly
stocipiled and forwnded a8 mseded. The Fort contimwed to sorve in this
copacity until late 1547,25

Yezrny marched into Hexico, relsed the United Retes flag over famta Fe
on August 18th, mad pushed on for California, Charles Bent was isstalled
a3 Govermor of the Territory of Hev Mexieo,20

DECLINE AL ABADORERT: The successful eomelusion of the lexiean War
resulted in & changed situation at Bent's Fort., The frequent coming

1



and golng of troops on the Jemta Fe Tyedl, the whealed wemdas of supply
wagone, and the increased Tlow of Lmalgrasts herslded the tegfianing of
serious comfliet with the Indians, In Jemumry of 1347, Cherles Dent
sas willed in en inswrrection in %8os, smd Tt Prain spent move s mere
tine sttending to his New Mexiom interests.’| Heving served 8s & base
for tevritoriel ewpmsion, Bent's Fort wee begiming to wither s a
ddrect result of it,

The diseovery of gold in California, esapled with the desive to settle
the newly eongueved territory provided the coup de pwee, The tide
of iwmdoents becasw a flood, The constant, seamingly endless, flow
of wgone elarmed the Inddens a2 they sev wster holes ruined and Waffelo
frightened from their maturel runs., With the losigrents come the
dread cholers, Incldents ooouwrred and soom move wer parties then
bands intent on treding, were in the Fort vieinity, Business fell off
to an alarming degree s fear of cholera, coubat, or both kept the
tribos mmy from the Fort.” Iy the sumser of 199 Villiam Bemt

is femily, come employees, and whst valuadbles he eould cerry, he set
fire to his exvesa powder and abondoned the Fart, moving dowm to the
Big Tibers to begin agadn.””



II, LAND OWNERSHIP
(United States property to 1870)

UNITED STATES TO JULIA BENT

(September 20, 1870 Deed Book 1, Page 18k)
JULIA BENT PO JOHN W, PROWERS

(April 10, 1872 Deed Book 1, Page 186)
HEIRS OF JOHN W. PROWERS TO THOMAS H. MARSHALL
(August 17, 1897 Deed Book 4%, Page 57)
THOMAS H, MARSHALL T0 A, E. REYNOLDS

( Beptember 22, 1900 Deed Book 52, Page 386)
A, E, REYNOLDS 70 BENT'S FORT LAND & CATTLE CO.
(February 20, 1920 Deed Book 168, Page Uh3)
BENT'S FORT LAND & CATTLE €O, TO LA JUNTA CHAPTER OF DAR
(February 8, 1926 Deed Book 275, Page 62)
LA JUNTA CHAPTER OF DAR TO STATE OF COLORADO
(April 1k, 1954 Deed Book 492, Page 109)
STATE OF COLORADO 70 UNITED STATES

(October 31, 1961 Deed Book 566, Page 236)

All records cited above are in the custody of the County Clerk of
Otero County, Colorado,



Considering the 16 yesr durestion of the Beat Period, it seems at firet
rermriable that so few individuals saw fit to record their impressions
of the structwre, O(ut of mumercus documents exsmined, there emerged

2 total of but 25 scurces thet could be considered to have been writiem
by primary informents, However, whem it 1s reslized that at lesst

60% of those who could quaiify were nomedic Indians, and & large mumber
of the remsinder were illiterate trappers, hunters, and lMexican lsborers,
it seems perhaps more remeriable that 2§ were foumd,

The 25 sources renge from the highly guestioneble reminiscences of
George Bent to the rather metlculous drewings and messurements of
Lieut, Jumes W, Abert, "They range over 2 time period almost as long
ag the Bent Period itself. Jenmerally, the sources fall into three
eategories, vith those sssocisted with the United States Army doubling
those of the other twn «- trevelers end employess. Tsble A provides
the correlstion between the lime sequence and the type of inforssnt,

Fortunetely, 22 of the sources provided their informstios by on the
spot renderings either in jowrmals, letters, shetches, or notes, the
latier being used as » Lesis for books published withia a recsonsble
time of the visit,



1835

1838
1839

184k
1845

1846

18L7

18L9

NAME
DODGE
FORD
KINGSBURY

HOBBS

FARNHAM
FIELD
WISLIZENUS

FREMONT
BOGGS

COOKE
ABERT

EMPLOYEE
BMORY
JOHNSTON
EDWARDS
GIBSON
HUGHES
ABERT
MAGOFFIN
PARKMAN

GARRARD
RUXTON
ST. VRAIN

FORSYTH
PALADAY
G. BENT

TABLE A: BENT PERIOD SOURCES

MONTH

August
August
August

?

July
August
September

July
Fall (LL) - Spring (L5S)

July
August

May

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
August

August
August
August
August
August
September
August

Nov. (L6) - Spring

May
July

June
August
(From 1843-1849)

PURPOSE

U. S. Army
Us S Army
U. S Army

Ransomed Captive

Traveler-Author
Newspaper Correspondent
Traveler-Naturalist

U. Se Army
Employee

Ue S. Army
U. S, Army

Employee

Army of West
Army of West
Army of West
Army of West
Army of West
Army of West
Army of West
Traveler-Author

Employee
Traveler-Author
Owner

Gold Rush Emigrant

Employee
Son of Owner

TYPE

OF PUBLICATION

Report
Journal
Journal

Book
Book
Article
Book

Book

)

>

Sketch w/notes

Book
Report

Article
Report
Journal
Journal
Journal
Book
Journal
Diary
Book

Book
Book
Letter

Journal
Article
Interview

d



The type of informetion provided veried with the intereste, moods,
and purpose of the individusl., Deecsuse of this, it has beem thought
best for purposes of this report to provide & brief evaluation of each
source, vhich, in scorepeniment with Table 4, will provide those using
the document with ready sccess to the source of eéech reference,

DODGE, Semry (Colomsl, U, 8. Army) vieited Semt's Fort in the swwer
of 1835 vhile in commmnd of an expedition to meet with the Indian
tribes of the region. lis chessrvations are recorded in & report of
the expedition filed the smme yeor,’”

FORD, Lemuel (Coptain, ¥, S, Army) & mesber of the Dodge Bxpedition,
whose Jowrmal provided the iaformstion used,

EINGERRY, 8, B. (lteut., U. 5. Amy) also & mesber of the Dodge
Fupedition, vhose Journal wes incorporated in Podge's Repart, e

HOBBS, Jewmes -~ & young z8n held captive by the Comenches and ranswmmed
by ¥illiem Bemt, probadly in 1830, Hobbs deseribed the ineldent in
ammmnmmwmﬁ

PARNEAM, Thoms J, (Eaglish Trewveler) visited Bent's Fort in July of
1839 while touring the "Ureat Western Prairies”. A book recording bis

experiences vas published & few yoars later.3’

FIRLD, ietthev (Nevspaper Correspondent) visited Bemt's Fort in August
of 1639 en route to Samts Pe. His erticles wore published in the
Sew Orleans Ploapume between December, 1839 and Cctober, 1041.5



mda—-mmmmmuwﬁm
while on 8 journey to the Poeky Homtainz, He lept 2 jourssl of
the trip which wes finelly published in 1912.30

PEEOWE, Jabw C, (U. 5. Avwy) the noted explover visited the Fort
on several ocemsione during the Bomt Period, The reference used s
recorded in July of 1544 whdle Fremont was retuwening from his femed
expedition to the nake River mnl fouth Pass,>’

, an M, (feploges) 10 year old sm of & Mesouri governor snd
nepbew of the Bent brothers, worked as s trader ot Bemt's Fort from the
211 of 104k to the spring of 1845, The refevences used are shetoches
with notes (Plates I, II, and III) remdered in 1903, sam 50 yoars after
his stay et the Fort, The time lapee and cbvious diserepancies betwwen
the two original ahetches (Plates I and IT) cast come doubt 8o to the
nesaracy of the inforemtica,

B, Phils worpe (U, 8. Amgy) o Dragoon officer with severnl
umammm T reforence used waa made in July,

1845 vhen the Foarmy Bupedition stopped briefly et the Jort, It
wna publidhed 12 yeers later fn @ book knows to be based om & journel.d”

ABDT?, James Villiss (Lteutenant, Topograpbicsl Segiseers, U. 8, Amy)
provided referesces in both nevretive and graphie form, His first visit
esbraced @ tvo-weel period in fugast, 1845 vhen fbert was fitting out
o exploretory empedition to the Conadian Biver (o mubsidiery of

13



Fromont®s 1045 Expedition), His report ineluded two excellent shetohes
cﬂnm(n-um.“ e returned the pext summer with the femy
of the Yest, beceming i1l on the jowrney across the plains., The iliness
neceseitsted 2 convalescence period of some 2ix weels st Bemt's Foart,
durisg the latter part of whieh, the restless young offfcer vesuned
kis Jowmal ssd viiled evay time sketohing visiting Indiens and the
structure itself, Jie wemt so for s to take the dimeasions of the Purt,
vith 8 view to showing the military authorities the type of struetures
that comld be tullt in such country. The various shetches and disgrems
mode during this otay are Fistes VII (Yort Fromt), VIIX (Port Duterier),
and IX (Dimemedoms)., Ho vetumed in Jenmry of 1847, tarvying only leng
enough o deposit seversl sick solifers ot the Fort.

45 o grest desl of ihe primery evidence is attriduted to fdert, an
effort wes mde to propel this shadowy chareseter imte proapective,
and there cxamine his gelirications as o writer and artist. The
results of this awb-inpvestigation poved to be moot encoursging.

Briefly stated, Jams Willima Abort was borm in 1800, meling him

sbout 25 years of age ot the thw of his visits, [k came from o line
of military officers dating at lesst es far beck a8 a grandfather on
the staff of Rochambesy during the American Revolution. IHis father,
Calonel J. J. Abert, was Chief of the Corps of Topographieal Fnglneers,’l
Avert prepaved fur eollege ot a classical sexinary in Vashingtom, D, C.
and then ewtered Prineeton College, from wich he wos mredmted in the
spring of 1838, Appointed to the U, S Military Acedesy that summer,

ik



be pureued his militery edupation to gredustion with the celobrated
Class of 1052.% Constdering Mbert's prior edueation, his West Point
standing of 55 in & clase of 5 is probebly more indicetive of &
a1fTieulty to adjusting to reghmatetion an & laek of mental cepacity. 3

After short aervice with the Sth Infmwtry, Abert tressferred to the

Corps of Topogrephical Dogineers in 193, Roubine eastern dutles

were folloved with sn assignment to Fresont's 1045 Ropeditios and

his subsoquent vialts to Bemt's Fort, Although Abert's prior experience
fs inpressive in itself, it is perieps nore significent to this evelsetion
ot from 18 to 1590 be served o towr of duty as an Assivient Profossor
in the Depertment of Dvewing et Weet Pudnt, end his drevings were hmpt

as moiels to students for at least 6 half cemtury following.'d |

In swewmtion, it seeme coriadn (hot ibert vas copletely competent
to make such veoderings as are used for reference snd that, cbwious

errors notwithotaniling, be is produbly the sost relisble single sowve,

BELOYIE - fathor of au msizsed aevepiper articls pblished in Yay,
1046, Adthough the ldentity of the inforwent i unkaow, his srticle
inlfentes thay 1t vas writien at the Fort shortly before publicstion,’S

BORY, ¥, E, (Toposmphical Mglueers, U, 2, Amy) esmmnding & special
engineer wnit atteched to the Army of the Vest, Hmory was a Vest

Podnt gredunte rendering o report bosed on notes, bt the reference
used 1 so insigaificant es to require no Awther evalustion,'
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Weat Point predmbte with the Avwy of the Vest, with o brief menidm of
umumm‘"

RS, Maveellus Ball (Privete, Mssowri Volunteers) an 18 year
034 saldler and erstyiile depwty cleet in & comty clerk's office,

noted his experionces with the Army of the Veot in & Jownmal. After
mn.mm;mman.mmw
mam“

GIBSON, George R, (issourl Volmteers) an officer who hept 8 Jowrned
of his aetivities in the Mexienn War."’

IRICHES, Jobm T, (Mlescuri Valwnteers) 8 mewber of the Amay of the
Vest published s history of Xemrny's Crepalen in 1547, frem whileh
the references are tken., The title page of the book (Dondphan's
Expedition) idmiifies the suthor 05 the holder of an AR, Degree,
sad & mosber of the Lt Masourt Covelry,”

MAGOFTTH, Susen (Wife of Trader) sccompemied her husband of 8 momths
snd the Jowy of the West, passing her 19tk blribday at the Fort,

s, Mageffin was 2 Swtuchky perilevomen, educated by privete tutors
and, in spite of an advemced state of pregoancy, o meticulous dlarist,
Ber emcellomt entries are e only access we hitve to & wamn's view
of Bent's Port, and her effurts must be considered ome of the best of
the primary sources, Iike fbert, Mrs. Hagoffin endured a foreed stay
due to 1llness, end wae quartered in an wpotalrs roomm, 2

15



PAERAN, Frameis (Traveler-ifistorisn) srrived ot Bemi's Bt in
fagnat, 1346 shortly after the departure of the lowy of the Vest.
AL the time, be was 23 years of age and Harverd educoted. The
reference vaed is from The Oregon Trell publisbed in 16540, which is
an seomumt of his trevels through the West, inelwding the mentioned
brief stap at Demt's Port, ™

GARBARD, lewis H, (ployee) 8 17 yemr old adventurer from Clneinesti,
west vest in late 156 and woried for Demt, St. Vredn, sad Co, wtil
spring of the following yowr, His paopose in noting his esperiences

¥os to “gretify” his elder brothers, md dew in on adnittedly “desuliory
styie”. Oursard returned bane In 1047 end, shile afek from ehills and
in his mind, The book Wah-To-Yuh snd the Taos Tratl, from whieh the
references in the report were telen, wes first published in 1950, Garvesd
spent only ton mopths in the Vest, dut for & considerable portion of
that thme vas resident &t Dent's Furt, and st all times ws sssocieted
vith ane or more of its partacrs,

HETOH, George ¥, (Traweler-Author) @ former officer in the Baglish Arey
who left the serviee while s84ll & young man, end bocmw & wordd treveler.
e pald & brief visit to Bemt's Fort inm 1847, and lster ineorpormted his
muhmw A serialimed version

of the book first appemred in Hlackwood's Riinbwed Megewine during the
marm-unummmummam."
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M(m)mmcummum
tatimniely acquainted vith the Pt fews 1ts Inception. His doeorlption
of the structure, hovever, was contained in & lotter ¢ the U, 5, Amy
in 17 is vhieh he offered 1t for sale, Usfortuately, there are two
resgons why it ia not 2s valusble s veforence a2 1t would soem oo the
sufaoe, 9, Vredn wes trying to sell something, ¥ neturelly Ry

bave tampered vith sow of the detalls to enbance his bevgmdning peaition.
Almo, in his efforin to ecnvinos the Amy wat they coull cunvert the
Fort into, be nelected to spemd maeh time on its existinmg condition,””

fev days en route So Califeenis in the swmer of W0, Be bapt
& dotatled Jowwel of his trip, fros vhieh the references in this
report are taion,®

PAANY (Fployee) veo tnterviewnd by e unomer corvespondent of the
Missouri Nepublican on September 27, 1520, ihe lsterview states thet
Paladay wes eployed by ¥llism Dent 8t the Pord, and on fugeet 16
was aent to the Joro Fiver os & busisess trip. He retwned on August
22 to find the Port "burnt down by the Indiens”. e remined near
the rulns wtl) August 2% and them moved on to Missourd,”!

B, George (fon of Wlliam Sent) provided & grest deal of infurmmtion
to two historiens of the Chayennes -- Seorge Bird Orimeell end George
iiple. Oince the letters, works, snd motes of Loth these men rely
{emoept in extremsly cbvious cases) on inforsetion by George Bemt, we



It mst be remesdered thet both historiens were primmrily interesited
in the Choyenne Indlams, sad thet their efforts on Jent's Fort woe
mare o lsss Incidemtal to the wain purpose of thelr ressareh,

George Bent, the son of Willioe Bent and VA Women, believed himself
%o have beem born &t Beat's Fort in July, 1883, living there until its
to be 15%) of ebondicement he wes sent to Nestpert, Missouri to stiend
sohool under the gmrdianship of relatives., e outhresk of the Civil
and sent west in the custody of thelr fuiher, ‘hey were soom off to
participeted in the Indlans' war esminet the U. . Amy, o faet shdeh
cbvicusly intrigmd the historisns Grissell and Rele. Amng wny
engngements in whidch ihey took part wore the Send Cveek sffsir and
seversl radds on Adeshey. Charles wes killed in s Cweyomos-Fawee
slcirmish in 3068, by vhich time George hed oettled down with his
Indien vife imgpic, & niese of Maeck flettle. He moved with the rest
of the tribe to Indisa Territory and vemmined on the rveservetion, so
aployee of the Duresn of Dadien Affuire st tizes, wntil bis death in
1948,

Griznell 1s mows to heve begun his smeel suomer vicits to the Cheyorme
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Hesmrwation in 1090, mnd it mmy be ssoumed that he met Oeorge Bemt edther
on his firvet visit or soon after. At thet time, by his owm figuves,
Bewt vonld have been some M7 years of sge. Both Ortmmell snd lyde
maintained 8 prolifie correspondence vith Bamt (vhose letters shov o
somudbat brokes, but far fras {1literate, sbility in written cosmmicotion)
of other Indions on wsrlous bettis detalls. Appmrently 1% wae not
wrtdl 1008 thet Grimmell becume interested escugh in the Fort to heve
Ceorge Bemt dictete his recollectises, the results of vhich appeer in
Flate ¥, By thet time Demt we G5 years old, and hed not seen e
strocture in some 50 years ab vhich time he was sbowt € years old, While
srenting a sissular recell faciliity, it novortheless seems unlibely that
Bent's recallections ave mich more than heGrsay evidemee,

Grionell published sn article on the Foart in 1017 for the Nansas State
lilstorical Scedety, containing mewrous pleces of detadl that eould
only heve come from interviews vith Seorge Bent. Thelr value wmast
nmumwumuumm’



GEHPAL: Becouse of the spareity of distinguishing lssdmaris, Bemt's
Fort dcmimated the immedists terrein, Thowe approeching
from the vest noted thst the structure wes visible for som
niles distest “standing with its high clay wlls in the midst
of the searching pladn’.” Cottouwsods lined the river bank,
seriing the line of the siresm as it swmg porth southeast of
the Fort apd mesndered pest some 200 yaris from he cest
w112, Loosted on & mmll promineace, the ground sloped
eently to the weter's edge, The scene wa suchk thet Ceptain
Cooke wvas moved to write his feelings om seeing the "astlowal
fing, Tloating emid ploturesgue fulisge and river seenery,
over & low dark wall, wilch bed & very military sesblance”.’!

Perbaps sny structure in such & setting vould evoke response
platn. Bt the very mgnitade of Demt's Fort was sufficlemt

%o cause some viewess to remmrk on ite striking sppemrsnce,

The round towers and high wells, to those of & generation
stoeped in the uritings of Sir Valter feott, brought lmdistely
to mind their comcept "of an sncient cestle”,™ or ez PARMEAN
eloguently expressed it, the towers rose "over the wneultiveted
westes of nature 1ike an old baronial custle Qwt has vithstood
the vars med desolations of centuries’.’> The spell, however,



was broken on closer enmmination. This tramsition is apparent
1n GIBEOR's statosent;

Ay Wuw.mm
W“mam

uucm‘znf“*m

. Joe House: The Mt that fos wes served at Bemt's Fowt
1s fairly vell estsblished, but the source of the lwawry is
8ot eleer, MAGOFFTN implies an interior lce house in her
dsseription of the vericus rooms’’ and GIBSUN eladms to have
reard of fuleps wnd lemxwde being availsble, bt adults be
“saw nose, nor the lee”.% GmoE0E Y, (Plste X) vhose
ecollections were of the late part of the Bemt Period,
inelnded an Tee House east of the Fart on “"ristng gromnd
on river”, Trough Grineell he elsborstes as follows)

About 200 west of south of the fort,
(na-x MM due east) and so
toverd the river baak, on m-nl.

i

a large ice house bulil of adobes,
vee this building vas filled

vith o0, nd in it during the sumer
af the curplus fresh meat ...

”ﬁqmmsumnumu-ﬁw
u%mummm-m-nmm
witil lste in the Bent Period, Its existence 1o fairly certals,
hosever, sinee rulng of & sbructwe m the mproximte location
vere st111 visible during the Stngeecmeh Perted.” During
moot of the Bemt Period it is likely thet ice vas stored

soeuhere ineide the Fort,

’i

ia
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b, Deiry: Geversl sources montion that milk cous were

kept st the Fort, but mnly GIBSOH fmplies & separate strusiwre
o bouee them. His statement that “they hmve o largs dairy,
and 1 sav some very fine calves mear 1t°,% 1s not specirie
encugh to pigpoint & definite locetion, or even to esteblish
thet there was such s stiucte., In hw sheanee of any
corroborktion, {t must be sssuwwed that there we no exterior
structure used as e Ialry,

. Race Track: MAOOIVIN states definitely thet “Mhey beve
@ reqular race trwex”,’" and is sugported by BUGS (Plate I)
W0 ghows an oval mmrved “Hace Treck’ oe land Jue vest of the
Fast, Although no sther evidencs bas been found, 1t my be
m“-mumm.mma
activity st the Port canisted of horse Lrmdlss. t

4, Greve Yard: CNWmOE 2R (Plate X) shows 8 "Graveyard
aloping toward the botiosm”, an unspecified distance nortbwest
of the Fort, AERT reccrded;

In the ng aother volunteer died, and
ws turied, They were obiliged to eower Uw
gruves with pricidy peer, or rocks, to prevent
the wives from tearlag (he bodies out of the

res——
GATUARD's resprs oo the cheerlesmness of the Fort walls vere
commpomded by the fuet that "Hesr wese soae nen digging e
grmve” 3 felther of these refevences estallishes & lossiicn,
et they do provide evidemve on the feet thet people were
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ried in close proximity to the Fark, and 1t is safe to
asme thet & specinl mrea we desigsated for sush purposes.

€. Vool Pile: 0ouS (Plates ¥ and IX) shows “wood for Pive
Toe" piled rether haphssardly a short distence nortiwest of
the iain Oste. NHo memtiom of such & pile 1o found in the other
sourees, but it is certels thet fire wood wemld heve 4o be

a8 any.

£, feoguia: B0GoS (Piate 1) shows "Aa old Diteh” approsching
the Fort from the nortioest and ewrving in front of the
strueture towmed the enst, ABERY probebly speaks of the

the s of the ‘;‘“ﬁ“
Lrrigated, are yet eoe



IIX. DESIOR

A 8. Dreetions: Dent's Fort wes constructed somewbat
at so angle directiooally speaking, & fect vhleh, coupled
with the meander of the Ariansas River, csused some
Aiffiedsy to those deseribing the struetare., dines e
Madn Gate feces generelly norih, it has been wsed 85 &
point of reference for this report, and the direetions
desigmted acecedingly. In coaes dere & dlrect guotaticn
using whbat is obviously sn incorvect direetion, ihe
corvectim is given in parentheses Lmmedintely following.,

informtion throughout the text, it has been thought
advissble to develop s standard terminalony in regard to
porte of the structure, Magraw 1 and 2 (and all other
Alagrame not otbervize noted) are hused gemerslly wpan
a grand plan produced by I, Hevbert W, DMek as o
result of his 195 emewmtion, The rocs designations
{B.5, 8.7, ete.) are, of cowrve, besed on the polnts of
the capass. Certain modificstions of Diek's tasie plan
have been made in the light of nev inforetion., The temm
“Central Complex” {s used to refor to the two Bnsticms,
Inner Corval, Allay, and the builiings sround the FPleze.




Wagonnouse

SW
Bastion

Main Corral
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and Main Corral,

Seeurity uwea & mmjor fmctor in the desimm sad operstinn of
the Port, and it weuld follov that meens of entry vould

be held to a minimm cosmnmmate with necessity, GIRSON
and MAGOFFIN both state distinetly thet there was bot ome
entrance, that belag the one desigated as the YBin Gste, >
Several others imply the seme, yei there is evidemce to
show that more than ome entrance wes meeded to secomndnte
the wagons, animals, and people necessary to the proper
fumetioning of the establishment.

2. Miin Gate: The Main Gute, which bisscted the morth
wll of the Fort, is showm clearly on all contesporary
f1lustrations of the structwee. ART gives the dimensions
of the opening as 7 feet bigh by 6} feet wide (Plate VII).
The double doors are descrided by FARHIM ss “a pair of
tmmense plank doors”,T0 by FIELD as & "huge gate”,T! amd
by GIBSON g o “messive gate.”TC CEORGE NIST states that
1n his day “Sheet irom was mallsd over these doars ...
they looked 1ike Irom Doore”,'’ ALl {llustrations
(Pistes II, III, IV, V, and X) suggest that the doors
opened immrd, ANRT (Plate VIIX) shows & seocod set

of donrs opening into the Plasa, vhich vomdd meen thet
heving entered the Maln Gate, one waild pass through the



passegewey fmmed by the east wall of Roum U-4 smd the
weot wll of Roos N5, snd then throush & seoond set into
the Flasa, OURARD glves some oupport to ABERY's seoond
set of doows in his story of luring & wild dog into the
Plage by seying, ... the ford gotes wore opened, and the
dog, esuticusly peasing the first portal, emtered the yerd ... 0
The use of the sijective "firet” sugsests more then one
set of dooru.

b.  Dest Gnbe: HOERD provides the sarliset megtion of &
mesae of entry other then the Mein Gete in his statesent
that William Doot, fearing to allow & certein contingemt
of Compchwe into the Fort, dimplayed his vares "st the
beck dooe”, "t GIORGE TNT (Plate 7) siso recalls mowe thea
one meens of entry to the Jin Complex, bt his grownd plan
is so nisoriented u¢ to be worthless for pimpainting the
location, ABERT (Plate IV) shows no bwesk in the Veet
hil, and it may be aommed thet 1% was not in the Sowth
W)l beesuse of the pressace of the Mein Gete. If such &
gete existed, 1t wmld probebly have been in the Bast Well,
vhich vould provide aseess to the Inmer Correl snd the
Alphe-Beta sres, HOES (Plate V) shows such e gete in
soch & location, but there is no other corroboretion.
Hevertieless, it is coneluded thet there was o st Gate,
and thet it wes probably eoed for wagons and dosesiic



l-it.’tm.a

¢, Correl Getet The very existoncs of an adebe corysl
dletated thet there mist be & means of eatry into it,
AEET (Mate IX) shows o break fn the wil at o point
nesr the sccthwest corner of the Ford, but unlortumately,
his bini's eye view (Flate IV) does not show thmt sree
cleariy. Uowever, he shows no gate fn the visible wall,
shich supseets that 1f one existed, it wes in the hidden
seetion, GEORGE HENY states thot & gete o ide corral
ws ou the river (esst) side,”S ant he indleates the same
on Flate X, puttiag 1t in the swse loemtion as ABERT
(Mate I¥). Acconding to CEOROE B3R, the gste wes single,
sheet iron and studded vith oails.”

an open spece kmows 8 the Flase,’” wbieh was the cemter

of setivity in the FPort, ABERT (Plate IX) gives the
dinepolons sz 91 feet (morth-sowth) by 06 feet (emst-west)
and GEOBGE BENY (Flate X) shows 1t to have been gravelled,
undendrbedly ae & measure to prevemt dust and wmed, VISLIZERUS
mhmm’“mmaum

at the time of his visit, snd FINLD suggests thet "erestures
cum“uwwmnmm
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(Fixed cbjocts much 395 the M Press, which may hawe boen
in the Plaom ot owe time or emother, will be covered below
under SPECIAL FEATURES,)

b, DBocews: The main Fort struchue eneogpaased the Plass
(Pstes I, XX, IIX, IV, VIIX, & IX), with the roums

opening omto 1, ANRT (Plste VIII) shows hov the buildtngs
wxild look to an cboerver in the center of the Plams,
bﬁmﬂmbﬂﬂt”um
the remaindor being coe story, expept for simgle uppes
roams an the souid and weel, sad the Wtchtower-Belfry
over the Main Gabe,

The mmiber of rooms on the grownd-floor is open to question,
MAGOFFIN states there were “some tventy-five in mumber” .
but in the sbsence of s statement to the comtrary, she is
assumed to be referring to upstairs rooms es well, ABERT
(Plste VIIT) shows 13 doorwsys on the ground-floor, opeming
into the plszs but, of course, does not take into account
interior pertitions end rowms commecting off the resr,
The 195 excavetion revesled foundstions of 25 rooms,
slthough one of these is nowm to have been an opem sren,
ﬂuﬂmacmhwm” Three
of the rooms (W6-1, SE.1, 88.14), by their poeiticm, could
not have hed entrences visible to = persom in the Plaza,
(See Disgrom 1 - Poge 26)

n



The situstion is clesver on the second story. (Gee Disgram
2 - Pege 27) Om the east side wes o single room {Desigasted
UB-1) nesr the southesst cormer of the main structure, This
room sppesrs on the BO0GS drowings (Plates I, II, IIT) wheve
it is designeted ss "Cept. St. Vrain's Soom on Top of Fort",
It 1s also shown by ABERT (Plstes IV, VII, IX) and rather
voguely on the HUGHES dreving (Pletes V and VI), The
ADEBT sheteh (Plate VIII) shows the room es heving s smmll
overhieng =nd apperently = door on the weet aide, A lsdder
to the roof of the room leens on the north well, Ne

gives the dimemsions as 18* 9" x 20,

The single room on the south side (designsted US.1) was
gemerslly in the ares of Rooms 5.5, 5.6, snd 5.7 although
to their rear snd streddling the Alley, ADERT (Plste IX)
gives the enst-west dimensions ss 31' 6" and the north-south
16%, or the spen of the Alley. le indicstes s walkwey

b fest wide on the sast side over the Alley, and 2 centrally
located doorway emtering intc 1t., ABERT's shetch (Plate IV)
shows the same situstion, but suggests that the room sat
on two trens-Alley besms rether than directly on the walls
of the two sides. The DOOGS shetches show & rocs in the
same eres, but he bas ploced 1t directly on top of the
south roems, On Plate III he shows & windows cm the north
side snd 8 doorwey cn the east, However, the BOGCS drewings
show no Alley or Vegomhouse, and in crder to span open space
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the south side of the room would be supported by his min
Fort wall, OHORGE BENT also plsces o single room on the
sonth side, bul places 1t as spamning o "gatevay”, to be
of the seme room, Dut the pessage of time somevdhat disensd
the details for BOOOS end BONT,

tn the vest side, the upper rocms ran the lemgth of the wall,
ABERT gives the dbmematon of te oentrel portion as 20
feet (Plate IX). This seetion gemerally covers the lower
rooms Wi, Wb, and ¥5, Iis sketoh (Plate VIII) shows 3
doorwmys snd 2 windows in the section. Althoush his diegrem
shows no partitions, for pwrposes of recerd the section
has boen divided into three rooms designeted W3, Uik, and
U5, A 10 foot waliway is shown fn frout of the romms,
To the south, and cormected with the above, wes a smller
roan (desigmmted UWW-G) 16 feet deep, remched by & marrov
estwal: from the roof (Plate IX). Both the 30008 (Flate

I, II, IIT) and ANGRY (Plste IV) dravings show & roof of
the smme sise covering the emtire two-story portion. To
the north, sl eomocted with the central structure were two
recessed rooms, 15 feet deep, (ABERT - Plate IX) shich ren
to the nortivest cormer of the Fart, These have been
designated W1 amd W2, Is Plate IV, ABERT shows & windew
in the north vall of wet vould be Ui, UGS (Pate V)
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shown the two story side comdng %o the covmor, and & door in
the U1 ares, The HOGCE sketebas 40 not show elther room,
& sitamtion to be discussed later,

On the north 5ide of the Tart, over the min gate, was an
upper room (US.1) viefble in Miates IV through VIII. In
Piste VII, ANERY gives the height of the room as 6' 3%, and
tn Flate IX as 11 feet, § inches enst-west, sud 12 feet
novth-south, Abowe this room wes & Delfry 5 fuet high, and
9 feet, & inches cest-west, ANRT does not give the north-
south dimemslons, ALl drewings show 1t to have & pealed roof,
GRORGE BENT's dlagrenm (Flate ¥) stotes there was a "Hated-
tower and Delfry over this @ate”. U1 end the Nelfvy are
completely oaitted from the BOGOS drewings, which will alse
ba diocussed later,

In smemtion, It sppesre et there were O wper rooms and
24 lower vooms, or & total of 313 rooms erowmd the Plaza,
Ghe possiddlity WUwmt some of the pertitions were not always
preseat will be disouseed in Sectiom V.

3 and mmm-m
reached by leddevs or stalrs from the Plasa, ARERT (Plate
IV and VIIT) shove two such sots - cme in fromt of the
south romms, and ancther o the weot side neer the northweet
comer, The BOGGS sketehes (Plates I, II, IIX) also show
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the south lsdder, but omit the other. The possibility

of ane or move Interior sibironses ewmot be overlooked, but
the only hint of sush structures is found in AMERTYs
coment that "1 hed now recovered sy bealih sufTiciemtly
to walk dovm @ fiight of sbeps wadded”.” The tame of
this peesage -» partioudarly the wse of "welk" rether thos
“elink”, sugmmets sonething move elabovete than the ladder
shown in his 1585 drawding (Plate IV). fowever, the
Lievtenant ‘s 1956 slwteh (Plate VIII) shows a staivomse
with hand rellings at the sase point, and his Mmensions
on Plate IX show it to be & feet wide, It is possible that
an tmprovemont was made during the intervening yemr, BOGOS
(Piate II) shows & ledder ot the same pofat, but identifSes
it a» “steps to go mn top of Fort", Amdnation of ABERT's
plan (Plate IN) shows two other possible stairveys from
praund-level, ooe 8 & fool wide outside stalrense sast of
Room SE-14, ond the other & 7 foot wide stairvesse in Room
B2, Tedther of thewe is supported by eny other evidence,

Aceess to the taps of the bastions was by ladders fyom the
tuo closest roof poimts, These are shown om the XOGGS
simtohes (Plates ¥, II, snd III), and the ANERT plen (Plate IX),

4. Interior Comasicetion: (Diagram 3 is provided to illustrste
”Mh&m) Aocess from the Flam
hut—m”-umm”wum
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Peasegeuny betwoen the esot and north rov of romm., ADRY
(Plstes VIII and IX) shows the Passagewey, os do the 005
shotehes (Plates ¥, II, and IIT), Accovding to ANRY
{(Piates IV, VIII, and XX), the Fessageway wms covered Ly
a woof eowmtimaus with that over the morth and sast rows
of rooms. BARMEAN mntione s pasesg™ in the weme
arett, grmarently theve ws slso an open weay of some hind
betwoon the Flame sod the Alley, fn the vieinity of Boom
5.7 amd the Jouthwest Beetion. (See Diagrem ), Fege 26.)
Teeve 18 no dommmeutation for this, other then the suggestion
of oueh a pasatnge hy AZIRT ia Plate IX,

The Algha-Tets ares, shown culy &2 a roof top by ARERT
{Fistes IV and IX), sy also have been, in whole or part,
& passage by which vasons entering the Mest Cate eould
move into the Alley-Vagoohouse ares, ABEY's dlmemsions
(Plate IX) show it $o be 10 feet wide at the point pesvewt
the Dnst Gate, and expanding to 20 foet when stresst of the

ey,

Mention should be mde of an ldee advansed Yy GIEGE HENT,
vhich may be completely wnfomded, s grownd plen (Plate %)
shosn 8 lavrss gatewey bLisecting the south yow of rooem, and
peoerully in line with the Main Gate. foom US1 45 shown
over this gitewey, BEI's deseriptiom, se lmprowd o

hy Grisnell, is as follows;
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The BOOGE dravings dhow no mueck Bte, and ABDT's sketehes (Mates
IV and VIII) shov nothing more ien & serise of standard roos
doors on the south aide, UBUNE H2I's owmn grossl plen shown the
gote opening Into the Alley, Lot the Allay fteelf is indicoted as
being betwoen the solld mowth well of the ‘epoohouse ad the vear
of the south roossw, Without a passage through the Vegmdouse, it
vould be drpossible o jun the anliels into the Flase from the Made
Comnld, The only Indlestiom of @ pasenge thowah the Vagmnbouse ia
fousl in ANRT's Plan (Plate IX), shich shows dotted lines merking
& gpase 32 feet, © Dnohes wide lnswmdiotely west of Adpbm-Bets, and
eontinuing throwgh the lapmbwase to the dadn Covval, Such o pasange
weuld hove seeved the dual parpose of peamitting cetile accoss from
the Hein Cosrral fo the Tmer Corval, ond allowing woons ontoring the
Imst (ate o prooedd to the Allsy a3nd e Segoobouce, It is feld
that sueh a pusatge ey well heve existed, tut the only dosumentaiion
fo thet already discussed, /As o location, thet offeved by ATERY
iz preforred to that of CEORCE INE, for the reascns given,

kg
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¢, Mestions: DRodape the most prominent festures of the entive
structure were the Bastions located st the Northeest sad Sowthe
vest coemers of the Cemtawml Complex (Pates I, IX, III, Iv,

¥, VI, VI, and X), With the ewception of GIURCE DR (Miste
¥), all the visual souwrces agree 88 %o their losation relstive
to the Madn Gute, Hach Bestion wae, as FIELD states, “pleveed
for esomon, "3 Me efwesures ace visible on Plaves I, KX, III,
IV, aed ¥, adl of which show thes to Do near the top of the
structure or slightly bisher thon the perapets of the main
Fort well, HOEES (Mate V) shows & seeond series of esftueaures
tn the lower part of the Bastion, but theve is no support for
this, BOCGS (Flates I and IT) chows @ amell opendng in the
Horthesst Bestion st ground level which he labels "Toal Hole”,
with the notetion "Samdl Port hols where Liquor vas sometimes
memmmﬁumam‘. o
mmtion of oush & hole ls foomd elsesbwrs, Access to the top
of the Bestions wes by esterior ladders,

Ho informetion 1oo been fond 88 to the lnterler of the Destions,
slthough 1t 18 covtaln theve mast have Lsen doors et grownd
level, OEOROE RENT states Ut "pms, pistols, swords, and
1anews™™ vere lamg Inaide, Wt in the absence of an lntevior
ladder {of shich no mention i made), the veapous would have

Bad to be banded up to those on the open top. The same wxdd
be true of sesamition for the camoms lnown to have boen loosted

tax



a top. Constdering Hais, 1t sewnw lkely thet there wes
samw mesns of passege (possibly a trep door) betwoen the
the Bestime housed only vespoms and ammnition lo not eleas

idtng spperetus’ 1n them,

2. Ioner Corved: The sres designsted Immer Coevel wee 8 wedgo-
sheped opendng with ite apex ot the BDorthesst Destion. e
sagle ws formel by the diverpeuce of the mals coet wall Prom
the ltme of the east yow of roms, BOONS (Pates I, II, nd
IT1) shows the "Dhedde” Corvel Wut omits the angle of the cast
will, ONROE BUE (Mste ¥) onite the feature eotively. In
spite of this, the Dmer Corval is believed 5o howe cxizted

as shoen by AERT (Pistes IV and IX) and desoribed sbove.
FPARIAH s the aaly source defindtely meming the avva as &

From this ares (the T a passage lesds
oAy e g A

In the sbeencs of Dmther inforwation, it ie ecnjeetured that
the Inper Corrad wow uned for persconl anisels Such 88 the
worges of the residents, sc Gt they wmld not be left in the
open uith the stook. It mey alsc hmve emclosed some domestle
eettle md £, 7! ant in an emergeney, stock eould hewe been
™ in o well,

ky



Wapone vere probebly the mowt eritieel, siugle item in e
cpevations engaged in by Sent, %, Wedn, and Go,, and be-
ctuse of this, the eadition of e vheeled trwAEpArts ves
& top priovily ilem. The wegens vere housed in @ structure
for protection and repeic, and all ladioatioms pednt to the
structure being et dpalgwted in Diagmn 1, or the
croclusion, the flrut bedng the need for & larme mwamt of
apace, and the second belng e avallability of sueh mpmce.
principally of Buffalowe Sobes”,” but dees not mention
where the saspan weve lossted. FAREWN, however, provides
cluves as to losstion and sise, &8 well as & definite rossom

for the woed of sueh & strueture;

Boyond the owal %o the Duwer
o the west mod the
the wagsmhounse, It is strongly
and lerge onough to dwliter 12 or

15 of those large wehicles .. The lomg
of semwr remlers it

to protoet them from the

FIRID spesle of © ... the extensive wagoe houses, in whish to
e the encrmens, hesvy wgons weed twiee 8 yewr .., 00

It is epperont, both from the ssmmed floos-plan of the
Yy AEEPYT (Miste VIII), ﬂs*muwnﬂ

L



iz the shrwcture shows so elemdy by ABERS (Plates IV and IX)
Wty ke il others, widmmtified by the officer, GHORGE
e (Mate 1) showe & “Vegmebed” fn the swwe ares, but
indientes it by a broben line vhich, in conjunotlon with the
word "shed”, indicetes & lees imposing stracture han the
others,

Vhwther or Aot the Magorhouse ws & long roon or o esslbination
wehioular gtorege snd shop ares, comnot be detersined. AT
metions " ... the nolse fron the vegmer's Ghop ... 00 ut
CEORGE BRI (Plate X) shows vepair shops aleag the wain south
row of roces end coys, throud Grimell,

The vork of the ot

o ey sl T g e

EET sleo states that “our wmgons vere exmmiaed, and we
tosk the preemrtion to chtain & extre mdetres ..M wien

In Qe aboomes of detalled inforwmtion om the Yegonbouse,
£t iz eonjectored that entry wis made via the Saet Gete and
Alple-Beta sres s ciseussed shove in Jection 4. ADERY
(Plate IV) shows no cpenings in 2o north wail of the

Wagoobouse, ut does indicate & doonway la the offwet
53



of Alpba-Bete, Oizee the north well frosted on an Alley
some 15 feet wife, seceording to ANDW (Plate Ix), it ls
poasible that openings were provided to back the whoons in,
It is doubdfol that openings, other Gan & possible gate
to & passagemny (See Svetion 4.), existed in the south well
of the Wagonbouse, fnodedze of dwiber the struchire W

bts been designated Mdn Coreal. It eppesrs cleerly on e
ANS? @rewing (Flate IV), sod the ORORGE BEDY plan (Plate X),
but s comppleuonsly absent from the ewvings of BOGGS
(Pates I, I, and IIT) and JUGEES (Flate V). Yei, theve

iz vo doibt ot the laree esclomure existed tlovwdh at
least the laster portiom of the Bent Feriod.

FID states that ... Guee or Tour humdred antsels con
be shot wp In the eorvad. 3% but this pasmes is not specific
encugh to e out the possibility of & referrel to the
Tmwer Corvel., Ister cowress Bwe move emavt. Acconding o
ABERT, ... On the wot side (scuth) 1s the emtile yuad,
which 15 swwosmded by @ well 5o high as effectuslly to
shelter them, The copdag of the wall is planted with cmetd,
which bear ved snd white flowers ...2%° MAGEYIN seye, "On
ﬁ““knmmﬁﬂhmm‘.’“

8



and CARRARD spoaks of turning his hovse “is the earmel
behind the fort to chew dry bay”. YT  (ihe last stavement
eould alvo possibly refur io the Imner Corral). 07, VRADs

deseription iz even more precise;
ebside the principal enelosure, and joining
it on the west, 1s an enolosmge ]
size, having wlls of the same six
feet in height, evested for

GEORGE BENT*s plen (Plate ¥) shows the Malm Corral in proper
melation to the Centrel Coplex, and he says;

Grimnell. follows the shove guotetion fulrly closely, but
mpplemeats 1t with sdditional mterial;
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The AWDT plan (Fiste IX) shovs nine sell sguaares within
the Hain Corral. The GEOROS IRV plan (Plate ¥) shows only
k5



two, both identiffed ss “Omibing Fosts’,

&, ¥ell: There is definite proof of the existense of &
wll inside the Fort, as showm in the fullowing extrects:

FARRIRG: A remge of tae-story e
aide,
CISSN: “They lmve & the wier of which is

ey soold (.. >
it is

LR

9, VNATE: “Inside the w ave an sxvellent well
of wber ...

Proo thoee sistosents, the following eonclusions may
be dresm;

1. There wes only ooe well &t sny given time durdag
the Bemt Feriod,

2. It we inoide the Furt.
3. It ws probebly om the west side,

. Pur Press: A Pur Prese loceted in the Plazs sppesrs
to hove boen & lster addition. The fivet mentien of it
1s by AERT (17:5), whe witnessed & Choyerse sealp dance
in the Plaasy

I hagpened to be nesr the press for pecking

furs, in the contre of the : kS

fine gpoartumity o taking
e Press 15 aleo indiested by ANDT on his grownsd plon

{Mate IX), made the fallowing year, but is sbeent from

e



his other fllustretions. The only other refercness bo
& press are as follownj

GARRARD: 'tﬁa-hrd cowrt is the
‘robe press® .

fi vy Y 'hﬁn“‘hcmuﬁ-m
for pecking the fwrs ...

e ».::.‘rmmc

It is somevhat strangs tlmt such & conspleuaw plece of
spparetus Was not memtioned by move of the poet-1845
sorees, partisalarly MAGOFFIYN and CHORGE BENIT, Howver,
of the pre-1h5 scurces memtion 1%, suggeste that it wes
not installed until the early part of 1045, The comclusicas
drawn follow:

1. A Fur Press was located in the center of

the Plaza from at least mid-1045 to
1547, end probebly to the end Bent

;
fe
r

g, Comnon: Thove 15 no doubt that the Fort wes srwed with
soveral cuonom throughout all or most of the Demt Perdod,
The ¢ifficulty is emcountered in determining the mumber,

type, ond loestion of the pleces, DOTGE states thet in

the sumwr of 1535 the Furt had "s six-pounder and severul
smll, gt fleld-pleces”, MY WERS places & "six-pamder
at emch angle” (probebly s reference to the Dastions), and

goes on to sdd "s military ecepany wes constemily statiomed

7



there vith & smal) battery” )20 (m@Es Lmpression thet
o portion of the Fort esployees were assigned permament
mllitary duties, may have been derived from the feet that
he arrived st the Fort with s Compache wer-perty.)

VARNISU! snd FIZLD mention camnom; but not in such o smanmer
a8 %o provide Awther informtion, exeept to place cemmon
in the Dastions.)2l JHBLNT ws saluted with “repesied
diecharge Prom the gums of the fort ... "2 gpd COOKE was
saluted with “Three discherges from & suivel g 120
BPLOLE sposis of “some swivels, and 8 eople of six-
pounder brass pleces, vhich wo have ... 32%

Hoting that all of the above references are prior (o the
Mexican War, a patters becomes clemr, GARRARD, living

at the Port shortly after the passage of the Amy of the
tiost, memtions that "In the cemter of the court is the
“robe press”; and lying on the gromd wes & mell bress
comnon, burst in saluting Genevel Hewrmy” 327 f4nee ne
meations no other heevy orinmmee, it ey be eancluded

thet the meed for such armmment termimated with the Americsn
invasion of New Mewigo, GECROY BENT, sbose tomure spamped
the Mexican “ar, resssdered “one counce” wvhick wes fired
to invite friendly Indfans to fesst st the Fort,1® ms
dlagran (FMate X) shows it outside the )ain Oste with the
notation, "Pulled in at aight”. Trough Grimell, the story



of the burst cmmon in the Plasa iz repented, end “"some
tine after et a large iron connon wes Lrought from Sante
Fe, and during the day elwvays stood wmutside the big mmte of
the fort ... 287

Fros add-196 on, there was & buret conmon barrel
in the Flazs for en wnlmos: period.

3.
k. mhﬁﬂwm-b)”m;m
outside the Yain Gate, and gyparenily, none
the Bastions.
&, Sdterremesn Romm: The only refecence o 8 besement, of
underground room in the Ford is found in en eneedote related
by PARKGMAR, Heving deserided a convelescent soldter bearing

the sobwriquet of Tete Rouge, PARDHN telle how the =Ba wae

provided with rations, hawviag

ees Gpplied to & guarternmaster's who
wa in the fort, mMQOl (‘ e
u.mem—ummh
mmm:mu: u. -y
a ety e

g A Ad into which the
twe dissppenred lau- thee they

E}

u‘mm
paper

A dy . mmﬁ
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This passuse leads to the folloving conelnsions;
1. A "subtevveneen apertmest” existed,
2, It vas large enough for st least two mem to emter,
3. umwwuwam
armt of metions,

b, & used to etore U, 8, supplies,
‘:awMﬁzpdﬁth



Whle B on the following page is provided to show the wide
range of dissnsioms for vearious seetions of Deut's Tort
8s glven by the primsry sources. loot, if not all, of the
informeats besed thelr flgues m elther eyo-estimmtes or
homreay, The one espeptiom to this is AWET (figwes not
sbour om Tehle B}, who is knowm to heve made o defindte efftwt
o obtain eorrect Pigures, ar is shitan by the following posaage)

me&‘zwmﬂ

in taking the dimensions of Dent's
fart, It reguived some time to complete all
the moesuressarts, The struetwre is quite
they =y, however, be useful in

‘ one an idee of the forts that can be

built in that commtey.
The result of AWET's work is fousd i Plate VII (Gdving
vertica) messuresrnts of the morth well, Nevtbeast Bestion,
Hadn Oate, sad Roos 1861 mrea), and Plate IX (Giving horisartal
measurements for the emtive Fort), The figoes will not be
regietod in the tent. However, enough wverticsl mesmrenents
are shown in Plate VII to allow a deducticn to be made in
regard to the heigd of the rooms, In discussing the perapet
Mmmhth'uhﬂh.u”
fowr feet dpove” the roors, 30 is diagrem (Plate VII)
shous the nosth wdl to be 1b feet high, vhich, deducting &

foot for the pampet, lseves s room bedght of 10 feet, ALl



{linstretions show the sast and south rooms Lo be of equel
peight with the north., On the west (the tun.story side),
ARSE shows § feel O imches between the parmpet snd ruof,
whick leaves 8 total figme of 19 foet § inches, or sbout
10 feet height for eech tler of rooms. {(Ceiling space &

poart of total).

The basic ewmponent of the Fort eonstruetlon ws unguestiosably
adobe, & fact affimmed by a1l souwrces tho dosmed to mention
veiok” snd "wibwewt briex” 50 As o composttion, FIRLD'e
choervation thet the adobes were made “of the sisple prairie
soll, mede to hold tomether by & rude mixture with strev amd
the platn graes iteelr” 1% 45 coplemenbed by ABEEs “clay
sod et strey’ codbinstian,

Hmever, 1f BRI i3 there i3 no primevy ovidence
to support this theoty.

AREY vefers to the sise of the adcbes as “sbout fowr tiwms
s large o5 our comsen bricks” 137 REIOTEE, however, sdwenees



SOURCE

FARNHAM

FIELD

BOGGS (PLATE IIT)
ABERT (45)
EMPLOYEE

HUGHES

GARRARD

ST. VRAIN
FORSYTH

G, BENT (PLATE X)

TABLE B: COMPARATIVE DIMENSIONS

OVERALI, DIMENSIONS

100 x 150
30O
3OCRK
3000000
XOOXHXX
135 x 180
100 x 100
180 x 180
30000

135 x 185

(NOTE:

WALL HEIGHT

17-18

"Not less than 15"
20

30000X

"About 20"

15

30

18

15

000X

A1l figures are in feet)

=,

BASTION HEIGHT

WALL THICKNESS

25

6-7



Bridence pofnts to the fact that the floors of sll roumss
wre dirt. The possibility of plasddng is present, bt
mne of the inforents seniion sueh floors, FARINCs
deseription is probekly the bests

The lowr Doors of the uilding are e

of olay, o Little moistened and besten loavd

with lage wodsn melletsy the wpper floces

of e MOQO““hh

e VY e
HAGOFTIN ks guite 8 podnd of the dirt floors, medioning
humumlm o of ber referennes shates,
Py have dirt fDoors ~- which sre oprinkled with weber
severel tluss during the day to prevent dust.” In another,
speaking of the ugper room she scoupled -- “Like the othere
1t hao & St o ... 000

The walls of the rovom sppear to hove been built of adobe.
The beek wells of the wost and north rooms comstitubed the
min well of the Fort and were, of cowee, of the same
thickness, (ADART gives the width so "mnesrly two feet"107).
Other walls, such a8 room Qividing partitions and thooe
the Piaza, weve prodebly not as thick as the msin walls,
GEORCE SENT says theat the walls inside the rocee weve “uhite
washed”, but there 1s no other reference 2o paint, plaster, or
eovering,

5



The cellings of the roams and the roofs were, o8 ABRT siates,
"sustatned by poles"}'7 MAGOFYIN sdds hat in the eemter of
some of the roans “"is & large wooden post as a Fiwws prop
o the cefling stdeh 1o mede of Jogs” M Other informets
o inte the colling-roof cosbdsetion, PARNEAN cays;

evs the Poofy of GIL ... Gve

amoversn Wabers ¢ d with boush.
e of the honees ol grwevellad,
& fise promosds ..

RFLONE's deseription 1s essentlally the e, sxoept Gt
be hes the voof “eoversd with adobes’, M0 EMARES eays,

“the reef ... is fI8%, being fuewed of poles shich sre covered
with sarth abost a foot e’ M SAUAD bes the roofs “mdo
of poles and & layer of mad o fool or move thisk, with & slight
inelination to run off the wer” 147

Orianeli’s deseription is bused o & ewmblostion of his sosdedge

of Hexiewn copstruetion, and information prowided by GECROE

BENT, T result sppesrs o cosplement the primsay ccurces;
,nﬁwﬂﬂhhh"m

AL viowel sourees show the roofs of the cae-story Wudldings,
as well as (e tlove single wyper voome, to be fas, On the
vest second-story roms, BOGOS (Plates I, I, III) shows &



seddle, @ mble-type reof, while HUGHES (Plete V) and ANDW

(Pastes IV, VIX) show & Josn-to type roof alogping to the weet.
Toe Delfry over Room UN-1 4o shown with & gedled roof {Plates
w, ¥, vir).

e only wittes mention of windows by (e primsry sources
is @he otatewerdt by MAOHTIN thet her roos (believed to be
V1) bed “two vindows, wme louldng tut o the plata, the
otter 13 on the pette” M e vimml sowrves show no
mnummwmauﬁm
of Boom U1 (ARERT . Mate IV), sad U1, whdch wes a
Untoh Towesr. Such windows ap e groend floor weuld, of
end spperently it wes felt that wpper windows 85 well, wdd
be & poesibile source of dsnger. GEDROR DRI says theouch
Crinmells

The waricus rooms sbout the saiyen

= wiatons speing tut Suvo the seipand N
Bomination of ABSET's intervior simiches (Mlate VIIT),
ormfirms the sbove guotation, sithough the wisdous sre ouitied
o the shoteh of the souidh rov of rooms, Howewer, bis bird's-
eye view (Plate IV) shows at losot tuwo windows on thet Tow,
ss do the BOUOS dresrings (Plates I, II, ITI), It fs posuille
thet the enst md south rocs had rew windows as well, since

5



The door situstion i quite similsr to (het of vindiwe;
VIXI) are again the best source of infowsmtion, These show

mﬂ““pm
Horth fooss - 2 Doces
Snart, Toorss - & Doors (Possibly 5)
Gomth Boone - % Doors
Yoot Romes - - i Devowes

The wper weet ros have b doors dhowing eleerly, 1 partially
obamoed, Gl Boan Bl] eadtted, Mo memiion is yede oz to
what the doore wese eomstrueted of, bt it =y be someed ey
vere vooden,

On the ground level, between the rooms =nd the Plozs, wes
® msrrov wolkwey, ABERT's imterior shetches (Plote VIII)
show this welkwey along =1l but the north row of rocms, It
is pertislly visible in the BOCOS drewings (Plates I, II, III),
end the 'BERT bird's-eye viev (Plste IV), From these sources,
the overhsng is spporeantly formed by =n extension of the roofs
rmd supported by wooden posts, This wellney provided shede
for those on the ground floor, while sllowing » eontinuous roof.
top promensde for these ~bove,

ST



Despite the obvicus fect that thore st heve been mewerous
fiveploces and comsequemtly, chimmeye, theve is almost no evidence
vegarding them, GARRARD spesls of sitting "by the bright

wod five, in the elerk's office’ ,%9 thus providing the wmly
writien refevence, BXES (Mate ¥) shows a chimey-type

affeir towed the rear of the Fort, but ABERT's drewing (Piate IV)
is eompletely devoid of any such structures, The Lisutessat’s
fram the recfs over the single-story roves, and o the sides

of the upper vest rooms. (Location of these festures will

depend madnly upon the results of excswetion).

Little iz lmown of the lmterior partitions, other than thedr
being almost certainly eonstructed of adobe, It is guite
pousible ihat many of the roome shown on the diagrass used

in this report, wore at oove time or enother, in reality, larger
roome without the pertitioss thet ave shown,'™®

Beut's Fort wee designed with one prismry thomght; to emstruct
2 bweilding fully wtiliteriss for business pwrposes, uwhile st
the smw time being os impregmeble as poseible. The defensive
systens was based upm the two Destions (providing a f191d of
fire along &ll four walls), mpplemonted by parepets with
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o ples or deseription hns been losuted that assigns &
definite use to all the rooms in the Cemtral Complex, By
bits of iaformation, coupled with efforts to aseertaln the
position of the informant, it iz possible to make sducated
estimtes 85 to the location of most of the rous-types lmown
to have sxisted, Defore dlacussing these rovm-types, some
of the general deseriptions will be noted,

PATGUEAY oslls the roecms around the Plaze “the plsce of business”,

end goes om to say thet "the owmers and their sevvants have
storehouses”, 1 DPLOYER writes of the same ares thet there
vere " ... storchouses, shops for hsekemith, gunsmith, sad
efrpenters, uen's quarters, privete rooms Cor gentlemen,
ddning rocm, kitehes, Se."}77 RINARDS says, "Tt is divided
mmummmmm”

From these, some generslizations cen be made eoncemming the
rooms, There seems $o heve beem six general categories of
wee; slthough some of the rooms probably served duel purposes,
The eategories follow;

1. Storchounses or storevooss

2, Vork Thops

3. leasing Fnelltties (xitehes, dining room, ete,)

6o



b, iiving Quarters
5. Business (trede-rooms, offices, ete.)
6. HDeerestion

e presence of estensive store or warshouses iz nemtlioned
by seversl sowroes, bul only twoe attempt to pinpoint looation,
BoouS (Piates I, II, IIX) enlls the weot side rooms, both
wper aad lower, & "large store house”. JNe glso shows Room
Bk es & "store rom”, ORNGE BRW (Flate 1) indiestes the
sane om the north rocms bracketing the madn geate, or Dowms
82, B3, Hh (which o designates as “Varehouse”), and
Booms %5 sed §-5 (vbich he designstes a3 'Store and leve-
house"), He shows mo interior partitions.

Game difTieulty is encowntored in the differenmtiztion between

the terms “Storehonse” and "Btore” o the one hand, and “Store”
and "Prede Roon” on the other, The hey, of course, is e
writer's persansl interpretation of the word "store”. %o

sone, the term mont sixply & place o store goods end msterial
{1.e. storchouse), while to others it was a plece where trade

s csrried out and items purchased (i.e. Tvade Romm). Forhwately,
two sources, DOCOS (Plates I & IT) end CRORGE BT (Plate X),
sention Trade Rooms and also Storehouse amd/or Stoves.

BMETOH mevtions & "large room”, one of three, seemingly eontigmous
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thet was “used 88 & store and mgmsine’ 27 He mewtions

1t sdght appear thet the room Was used to store waterial.
However, & eonsiderable smourd of Grede wonsisted (n the sale
of srms end smesdition, end 1t would b possille to consolidste
the stovage of powder, eiec,, &t & place were it wes ewilable
for aale.

WAOUFTIN ealls one of the romms “a 1ittde stove”, 2% mst she
18 certainly referring to the mereantile-iype, boomise of

& mmersl commnt on cusiorrs in Yhe smee tentence, Tt mest
alse be remgmberved that e ctorebouse o storercan probebly
would not be readily ideptifisble to way cbeerver other than
those living at, rether than visiting, the Fort,

Theve is considerable doubt thet BONCE's reesllection of the
entive twn.story, wect side Belng e lerge More House" is
correct, Otoring hemvy goods swch os affelo robes, wpelsirs
might put great strsin on the cellimgs of the downstalrs
roces,  Uslng the second story as a storvbouse would also M

will be discussed furtder on) It is alsc possible thet &
partion of the Yegoabouse struecture wae used for the storege
of parbs, lusber, ete., for wazm ad routine repelr, since it



From ARSE (Pate IX), 1t is mows thet the lover west rooms
bad four doors, sisilar in sise end sppeerense to all othere
opening ou the Plame. This may scommt for all vitosooes
ermept BOCOS (PAREI, FIND, REIONE, & GIOE BIE), ueing
the phuoel fom “storchouses” o "store rooms™, This sawe
factor vould, of emwrse, spply to any other cmblmstion of
voone on the ground floor, Thet is to say, & scobiom of
rocas was probedly used for storshouses, and they were probably
Teoken imte separebe compartoente by partitions,

ConeXusions renched om the besls of sbove infoewntion are &8

followss

1. The lower west rooms probebly served as
siorege Lree, "

2, OGne of the cost roces was proimbly weed, at
least in part, to store ssssmition,

Opereting great distances from auy source of help, it was
tmperative for Bent, S, Vrain and Co. to mbe 1ts establimwent
as self-msificient a8 posadlie, JAmong other things, this mweant
the ewployment of vosident artisans skilled tn propiiing
aeceasary services, The sechanics would noed shops in whieh

to operete, wich leads %o the @uestions of Wat type of

shops existed in the Fort, e where {hey vere located,



Ten of the sourees wentlion s Blachemdth thap, snd five wemtion
& Corpenter's hop. (Interestingly, sl five of the lattor
also mewtion the Mackomith Swp.) All af the references
are siallar to 09, WRALN's, "Inside the wlls are ...
Carpenter's and Rackmeith's Thopa'. 7! Met s to say, there
15 no doubt the twp shope were separste matitice, and wot &
cwbined wiility aves opereted by & men skilled In both trades.
GARRARD also helps ewtablish this fhet by ldmstifying the
Macikadth and the Carpemter as sepmaante individeels in his
doseription of the partaless of a soeial night ot the Fort;
aemrtermater, ad
:H@u e uu' m.zi Mﬁ' h"
eplayees ...
He also designetes & half-breed Fronch and Indlen sgmw 85
“the wife of T, the earpenter”,l?

Graniling et there wers indeel sepsuwte shops, 1t resmine
to define thedr locetion., BOGES (Piates I, II, IIX),
wfortantely, omiis the Corpenter Sup, bt he places the
Blachanith Shop in the nooth roces peer the sorthwest corner
(Sooms 22, 13, and B), This would span all rome on thet
1ine west of the axin gate, exoept LY shich he desligwtes
“024 Bll's Roos - Wa. Dent's old Prench Coolk,” FRRNRAN
the Macksaith Mop, the gote, i the outer wil”, X0 waan
is the eame srea., Ztrangely, FADEAN mentions the Blsclemiih
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Eacp twiee, its other location being on the ame side as
the two-story hosses (west), Hie referencevs, quoted helow,
shauld be studled with a viev to a possidle typogrephical
error by the ovighml printer;

& ronge of two-sbory houses, ihe well
s o) it oo st (o)
o the

soath are GRentory

o0 the east (narih) the bach-
the gete, and the ouwber

1
gal

E

-

It $s exbiwmly Goubtful that FARINAN iotended to put the
Rackendth Shop in two different plages. Sioee the soeond
refevence o casily eaineides with OGS, 1t is posaidbls thet
the firsi referenee es @izinally intended a8 another (ype
wu,u,uﬁmu—ummu
anthor myl the prisied dosunert.

GEORGE IR (Mate X) shows the Machauith thop on the
south row {about roums 5.5 aad 86), with 9e Covpenter
fop wout of 11 (room 5-7), the two cxamected by an imterior
dooreny, This amangeswnt is supported by Orimmell's state-
ment, previcusly quoted, ety

ves lhe wvork of the oerperter mnd
je+57 o e WEoRs ..

The twe eosentially opposite plscoments me difficult o
reconcils wless extencive sltorations took place daring the
Bent Peviod, This possibility will be omamined cepsvutely,
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e sther refereaces to the Klscksnith Thop cantain few
elwos 83 to ite leestion, MAGORFIN, from bee ventage

podut in an upper west room, eomplsined twt “The elang

of the Plaehamith's lmmer was copstent” 53 AW, fyes
an wimosn position, resuhed, "M ring of the hsckmaith's
by, and the noise fram the wegmes's shop veve inpessant 2
Msost eectainly, the sharp clanging of metal could be
heand from emadere Ly e Plage wes. ANPT's statewent o
interesting beemuse of the slight Luplicstion thet the blaek-
aith and vagoner were the awm persss. Thet is, 85 in the
Grinnell vemk, the blackamiih's vork we chiefly in meeping
the wagons in eondition, Aceepting this, the GEUHCE MEM
location of the south rov (close to the wagms) seers the
move Likely of the two posoibilities, egein bewring e chenge
in arvesperent,

There are getions of sthey {Ypos of sheps, but they ave
and Aouree)

l. Gunmsith - Membioned by BPLONE in
ﬁmmu%‘“

by
d‘mm— "One is & dining
mnmsm:-;m
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3. Tedlor - lestiomed by Oriscell ia & menner

It s possible that, &t tne time or onother, there vere

rooew uoed as shops fov the Ounemith asd Trdlor, but there

iz lsok of mbohbwttisting evidemece, Theve 12 no suggestion
of where the shops were located. 4 Barber Thep iz #till nove
doubtiid, and it say wll have been mevely an mportunistic
venture oatering to the Angy of the West. The need for &
permenent barber shoy in 2 frastier trading post is prectically
unanpportable,

In mewetion, It sppears that;

1. There were sqparete shops fur Cerpenter and
Radimedth through all or most of the Dent Poried,

2. T two shops were probably edisesat to each other,
They wrre probably locsted o the sadth rov of rooms,

re

5, There ws pobebly & Gunmdth Sep iste in the
poriod,

o



6, A Taflor po sporated & wmil shop,
probebly omm:ctnm.

Te Thexe waa prodbly ot & peveasent Derber thos,

Do stormge, preponiion, sl eonmepiion of foed wold be

an important requiresent fuor self-mufficiency, snd would

take e significent amount of room speoe. Pwo distimet rooms —
2 Titchen and & Dining Ao emerge guite clearly from the
awmee materisal,

FAGHAY speais of the owmers boving “sleeping and cocking
spertuests" 159 in the romm svowd the Mase, snd FIELD
also uses the plural fovm “kitehens”. )70 Both of these 1839
references iafer that e cooking was dome on & digpersed
basis, that is, the residents were respomsible for their

o eacking snd probebly did it ia their roams. Home of
the later scurces bear this owt,

The firet reforence to "a” Kitehen $o found in BOCOS (Plate
I1), who plaees it clearly in the rooms desipmbed "E.1 and
S2.3A, BMPLOYER statos, “Round the inside of the wall are
ces privete rooe ... dining room, kitehen ...}t & statoment
gudte sizmilar to MAGUFFIN's "One is & dining room -- another &
kiteben” 1% GEORGE BENT (Plate ¥) also desigmtes & eorner
ruom 68 the kitehem snd, if be wes uaing his wisplaced Bastion
s a reference point, it too wuld be placed in the SE.1 ares
68



stmilar to DOOGS,

e faeilitics within the Eitehen are not mentiomed, exvent
in ABERT's indivect refovemee - "I had the coffee all prepaved,
and enough breed baked o last several dayw ... T3

There are elao several mferences to a Port cook, A8 mentiooed
eorller, 0GOS (Plute IT) memtions "034 Bi11", whe he desevibes
as “Wm. Bent's old Premch cook”. He also shows a "Cook's
Room” in the ssme genevel ares e the Kitchen, If "004 BLY"
were the cook st thet time (1BM4.55), it may be that the
“Cook's Roon” peor the Ditchen was & pantry of some kied,

GARRARD and FUNTON both nemtion 8 Hegress numed Chavlotte,
23 being cook at the Fort during thetr vistts,lT mus,

although showing 2 change of perscmnel, sgports the idea
of & cook's pouition, and conseguently & Fitchen se well,

Severel visitors, awmong them FORD and COONE, memtion dining at
the Fort, but do not descride the facilities, Onee agnis,
20008 (Mate II) iz the fivet to deflne & Dining Foom, MNe
places it as the next vous nordéh from the Xitehen area or E-3.
(This 1s assuming E-2 to be the “Cook's Room'.) The loeation
is mgpated by DOLOTEE's statememt, “Over the diatng room,
and perched on the very top, overlooking all the buildings,
is my ssmetwn” M70 (Singe UE.1 is the only wpwer rocm kmown
$o be 8 living @orters and still be wcomnected with others,
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it is essgeed thet RPLOLEE ws cooupying UE-1,) ANERT
(Piates IV & IX) places (-1 further south tham BUOOS's
drewving, which wenld pt 1t over E-2 and st leset part of
B3, thus colneiding almoot perfectly vith DMPLOTES. Further
evidence to place E.3 as the loestion, ia found in GAREARD's
reference to the "long, low dining rooe'' 10 (2.3 was the
longest room revealed in the 199 ewesvaiion), and tn RUNTOH
desigmting the thisd of “three large rooms” as “the eoemon
dtningbad)” 7T GEORGE DENT (Plate X) indleates o Dining
Toom separated by e undesimeted rous from the Kiteben,
in the direction of the Bastion, vhich also fits perfectly.

PUNON goes on to say that ibe “comwn Alalnghall” was ueed
by “treders, treppers, and lunters, snd a1l employses”, TS
which would, of eourse, nccessitate having & large room. This
very size sugsests the possibllity of s mmller, private,
dining rom for the Gmers end Lgpurtent guests, but this cea
be only poorly supported Ly PARMAN's allusion to dining et
“ toble 1814 with & vhite cloth, with castors in the cemter
and ebairs placed areund 17377 It is perbaps more 1ikely
for special occasions, Unfortunstely, HAGOFPIN'S eondition
was such that she tock her meals in her quarters, aithough
e 414 sey that ane of the rocms "is o dining.reom” 10

In summmtion it sppears that;
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2, The Kitchen was located sl & cormer, most
1A,

3. An suxtliacy room 5.2) wes between
it and the Dining Room, mey have best a
pantry.

b, There was onc large Dining Room used by all diners.

e mumber of resldemts ot Bent's Fort seews to hove veried

not only by seasoms, but by years as well, FAREHAN says

thet ot the time of his visit (1539) there were 60 employees

8t the Fort.)%l EOEBS places the muer as "100 trappers”,

but adds that ecwetimes helf or more were mome, @ oIORGE

BENT recalled 100 employeos, most of vhos hed famtltes, )3
FIELD says that "Two hundred men might be morisomed conveniently
in the fort ,.. 1%

Despite the seemingly vest mmbers of people to sceomodate on

& regular basis, there is a definite division line present
regarding the types of rosms. A few seem to have had private
or semi-privete spartments, while the msss of empluyees vere
quartered in barrecks-type rooms, Yet, im one of the references
15 theve any mention of laek of space and, except for MAGGFFIN®s
understandable comments about the dirt floors, nothing imt
praise for the sccomsdstions, (ABIRY had no difficulty cbtaining
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8 "comfortable room” for several sichk mes in Jamsary of 1847,
These men vere left at the Fort fer severel momthe, P35

BOGGS (Plate II) desigetes Room B-5 8 “Men's Noom (Bmpleyees)”,
a] showe scpavete rooms for Willlms Semt, Ceran 2t, Vealn,
and O34 P4ll, Tmw the distinetion exprges, EPLOYEE ingledes
among the romss “men's quarters, private rooms for gentlesen”,
which ws "porched on the very top 20 (A reference secmingly
to Foom UB-1), Allowing for multiple use, these two sawees
eonfira Uk-1 as separete quarters,

HACGOFFIY says "Some of these rooms are ceeupied by boarders
as bed chexders”. The room cooupied by AOUITIN wes definitely
one of those on the upper west side as showm Ly bher statement,
“"On eme side of the top well &x¢ roors bullt iz the seme
mnner o8 belov, Ve are ocoupying one of these ,..". Fusther
deseriptice of ber quarters inelude the facts thet it was
“guite rocmy” and it had "two windows ome looking on the pladn,
the other 15 on the patio”. )57 (n the tesis of the latter
phroases, & Mirly convincing case can de advanced fur HAGOFFIN
heving compled the upper northwest rom (Rom Uk-l), ABERY
(Piate IV) shove & window in the narth wall of thet roos, vhich
would look cut over the plain. His imterior shetches (Plate
VIII) do sot show U¥-1, but UN.2 does hawe & window overlooking
the Plaza and 1t say be assumed AL 4id also, Assuming thet
ABIPT 45 correct in showing no windows on the west well, tue
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anly other posaibility for her quarters would be Foom U5
ar U6, botdh of vhich would have had to heve windows in

the sowth walls, A persen looking out of cueh & window would
have bad the Southwest Bastion and Medn Carrel in thelr direct
line of vision, and wuld heedly have descrided the view as
“lookdng out on the plsin,” HAGFFIN alse remsrike thet her
"situstion wee very different froa that of an Indian woman in
the room below me” .27 Tt veuld plsce her obove Foom W1,
identified by 30UCS (Plate II) s "G4 Bil1's Hoom” and theve.
fore, also living gurters. MACOFFTE, howover, hod her room
beatn, table furnttuve’, M which might sugsest that the room
vas assigwed her sevely 88 an expedient, snd 1ts resl use wes
something other than o bed-chember. However, considering the
young vomen's condition and her bushend’s position, it 12
ogully possible thet Bemt ordeved his mem to fit the room
with her peroonal furnitwre. Ihe latter is mygported by the
fact that an the day the MagnfTins ledt, "all thinge of eny
zize” iad beon “mowed out o the wons” sud ghe wes using
“borroved propperty”, shich mey heve been the arigimal fTurmiture
of the reom, 0

It ia prodeble that ABNRT too, cecupied an upstelrs ruom
during his stey in the swesy of 1846, Since his visit
overlagped thet of MOOIFIR, it is reseoneble to sssws that
it waa not the seoe room diseussed above, The wpstalrs
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aeeapeney in chown by Mo ctatement T hed aov recovered

@y bealth sufficlently to welk dowm & Plight of steps wnaldea” 191
Stnee this was witien after alucst a marth of days snd

sights “passed in delirtun”, 2 14 ts wnlikely et he wms

oo he ceoupded is snother geestiom, since there is 2 definite
posaibility Wat it wes Bom US-1 (De Billiad Boom). On
Segtarber 1, 194 ANDT mentions thet an Indluwn semed Ah-mgh-
nEbeco “Bnocked &t the door of my room’, mnd posed for & sheteh,
e entry for the following day hes the smwe Tndlan retwming
and “seated wpon the billiexd table”, and gues ou to descride
meercus Indisns coming ia to see the shoiches untdl be “soom
b8 & room 2ull”, 2 Deapite the great cotivity asecepented
by the psssmas of the Ary of the West, end the eanseguont
taxing of the Fert sccomodetions, it weuld seem inewpredensible
to billet a serdously 111 affieer in, of &il plages, the main
recrention room of the Port. On the other band, mo other

rom omdd howe held 8 billiard table and mmerous Indians.

In short, other than scsigning ASERT o privete room on the
wper stecy, 1t io fapesaible to losslise it any furthes them
to be falrly emrtain it was not UW-1,

GARRARD, who ayent o somevhet erbendsd period a8 en esployee
at ¢he Fort, ciys 9ot on his firet night be s glven a Toom
“in compezyy with seversl goverpwni teamwters, in whieh to
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slegp”. The sext sorning be went “on top of the furt™, which
mmmmnmmummmﬂ‘
GARYIRD cemw ond vent from the Fort on a rather froguent basts,

and he mmkes no further direct memtion of his liviag secossdetions,

other tham the fact that he ws shering 8 room vith &t lsast
ome other men, ik dces however, chliguely hint ot @ privete
roum of one Ir, Hempstead, who ssems to beve held some position
&t the Foot im 184657, (ABROT desevibes the wman as "ome of
the residents bere”.}95) (he Tollowing statement sugsests
thiet Dr, Hempotesd osewpled & rocm which wae equipped with

FOROYT, inspecting the Port eurly in the sumser of 1549,
reports, "Come of the rooms were neetly fitted up, leps,
Books, & lomges”. 7T Althoudh not saying so, 1t would
appesr that FEDATHE alss was referring o seperste living
rooms,

As vestdent menager of the Fort, William Bent woy aleo heve
been expeeted to ccoupy private guarters, IOGOS (Mastes I, II,
asd IIT) plscss Beat's spartment adjacont to the Kitehen, thet
is Booms 5-2 and 5.3, with entrence through the foemew, There
are no other refurences,
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Cthers o proiebly otoupled privete querters Wy virtue of

of Cherdes and Williem) and the Chief Clerk. AL} of these
prospective twonente elther cwrlapped or were videly sepsowded
in their stays, mEing it ispossible to do move then semmvelive
an the meder end locetion of the wricue rooms.

GEORGE BITs plon (FMate 1) shows two rocess marked “Bed R.”
and one mactwd “Visttors”. Mo lowves 7 rooms blsek, DOGGS
{Miate I, II) shows Boom B.5 8o “Hem's Noom (Bmployees)”

suggesting & tarrechks.type room such as fmplied Yy GAZRARD,

Conelusions redched oo the taslis of elxwe infermsilon ave as

i
;
|
:
&

L
Tioome devoted o businpss would fall iatc two typess office

ond stare (or place of exchange). Soferences to the fomer
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are extromely sedree. Only CARRARD and GEOGE WY (Plate
X) refor drectly to & Qerk's Bous, GAIRARD losates the
Qerke*s OfPice as follows;

There ws o billiard 4eble in & sssdl bouse
.uuﬁmmnaum

7~ &Mm
ﬂ“mm
the river,

ﬁmnmmmmmam«-
“Soetly follosing, 434 I sit by the bright wood fire, in
the clerk’s affieo ..." 9

GUBND's infremstion places the Clerk®s Offiee as en upper
wst rous, probebly V.S, @w referemwe to wstag the spy-
fiess establishes thet 11 wvas sn upoer rocm, B8 does the

statement that it wao “contigeous” to the BMIlisrd Roow.

The fact that be cbeerved cattle coming from “uwp the river”,
suggests (et it was & room on the west side., e oudy olue
se to sppeerance i3 thet the room had e fire-piace, shich

alss lsads to the thought thet the Clerk mey beve nsed his
office as living gmrters as well, ABIRT (Flate IX) shows
8 sybol in the scutheast eorwer of Room NG, which
may or may not indicate such & facility. CHORGE DE's plan
(Pate X) indleates & growsd-floce ros sandwiched between
twe bedrooms, lsbeled simply as "Clevk's”, (e does sot show
a Clerk's Offfce) which mmy have beem the Clerk's sbode,
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There ave frequent referesces tc & Yrade-loom o stoee where
gods could be purchesed, syperemtly over the cowater, HOGGS
(Mmates I, I, III) shows whot he eslls a “Treder's Do m
the western slde of the south rocas, or in the aves of Rocw
56 and 6.7, GIBIOH mewtions “srticles from the stove, which
s filled with articles for the Indtan twade” )’ mcosPm
also apeaks of "a 1ittle steve”. O GASGE MR (Pate X)

shows Rooms ¥-5, §-6, sod 5.7 to be & “Stare snd Varebouss”

Mok, since be feils to inlieste myy oiber store o Trade

foom, met be reforring G the see soan, i dowcrides the
store twough rimell ss follows;



8. Billierd fogs: Theve is 1ittle doubt thet Room US.L wes,
for most of the Port's existence, a Bl1liaxd Room uved for
recrestioml purposes. It sppears, mad is so deelgwsted, by
the BOGCS sketokes (Mates I, II, IXI). MAGCEVIN seemsd
BALliard room! 00 and GARRARD pofmts out that “There wes

& bilitend teble in & mmll house o top of the fort ... 20"
ARERT memticns one of his Indian models “seated upon the
villtard table” ®” me GBOBOE BEWT plan (Plate X) shows &
"Billiard Room” over a gate in the center of the sowih rooms,
and confirs the fect of extistence by saylng “There we &
Billtmy Fall also shen the Fort wee in ite prine”. 26 Amin

i $
e -

b, Parlor: The extstence of & Marlor 6s sush 1 highly
questionable leeplte the ruther detalled deseription by
SACOFFTM;



48 in seversl other cases, it is prodable thet the “Farler”
s alse the Coumeil Room, (Note the similarity of des-
eriptions botween MAGOFFIN's snd those in the following
seetion. )

&, Council Foom: The firet smention of & Coumetl fioom as
an integrel part of the Fort is found im ABERT's VA5 report.
On Avgust 9, 1855 the young officer sas iavited to sttend

& coewil between the Cheyennes end the Imlaweres, concerning
the muder of o party of tbe latier, soe nonths bofore, e
deseribes the seene as follows;

oo three large rooms, coe used a8 o store aad
myasine, apother a2 & vhere the
Injions assmble for thelir 'ﬁ'ﬁnﬁt
third 19 the comen dninghsll ...

....ﬁ!hthll.hﬁlm“hhﬂ
Comedl with Indians ... :



wut he fails to show such & room in his groumi-plas (Plate X),
noer 15 it showm by BOUGE,

the seme rocms is bescd wpon several fects extrected from the
ahove, caabined with en smnlyeis of e space situation,

1. HAKTTIN and btk
::uw RO, TORRS

2. ABRT, WAGOFFIN end FUKTED all mestion the lack
3., Both NAOOFFIY and RINTUN clessly differestiate
between the roos in guestion and the Dindng Room,

§. mmmmmmum
a8 to necessitate the setting aside of one large

oo for thet mepose, when it would
e nore to ewmbive 1ts Nmotion with
that of the Perlor,

e anly clue regardisg the locotion of the room s fousd in
the RN peesnge, vhick eouscs the Lplication thet the
“thyee large roms’ were edjecent to esch otber.S¥ s 1s
mpworted by the 19% exowmtion, vhich showed rooms B3, B.h,
end B-5 to e the three larpest adjucent rooms. Boos -3 bhas
alsendy boen discussed as the probuble Dining Soom locetion,
lemving f-h and B-5 as probeble lsestions for the Comell
Room and the "Store and Mugmeine”, BOGOS (Piates I and IT)
abows the center room (B-4) as o “Mare Nows” mnd desigmbes
B.5 8 "Men's Foom (Bmployees)”. The lotter, excluding the
possibility of use ehenge, could heve been sleeping quasters

L+ §



at night and, vhen the oceasion arose, sorved 88 & Masler.
Coumedl Boom,

On the besis of the abowe discussion, the following concliusions
|y be Gvenay

1. (ne roos serveld the dumd purpose of Parloe
and Counell Boom.,

2, The room wns probebly D5,
3. It mmy slso hawe been used es & sleeping eroe.

Gate, first sppesrs in the 1045 ADWYT cheteh (Plate IV) and is
shows on all loter drewings and plens, CANUARD seye thet "In
the belfry, two eogles ... looked it from their prison” 21
GEONGE TEN deseribes the room in bis owm words)
msmnmmﬁ-m:;m

e

Watoh Tower, they bad fine Tel s
M.»%ﬁmaun ot
in this Tower.

rood of vihieh rwe e fiagetefy,
mmamwm
s“rnl&rhl.-dﬂh pdows op a1l
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swsstion of the conclusions remched in the preceding
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i, FOSSIRILITY OF AUTIRATION

Through the process of extresting date on Bemt’s (34 Fort from the
seversl primery scurces, there hes emerged s distinet mpression timt
extensive altorstion on the struecture say hove taken place dwring the
Bent Feriod, Rewrous disprepencies canpot, even by the liveliest
stretehing of plece-meal informstion, be logleally reconedled, Fuovr
exiople, both BOCCS and GRORGE HENT use the Yhin Cate as & podnt of
reference, yot the former flanks It with a Blackemith fhop snd an
eopty vell, while the letier byeckets 1t with werehouses, Both mm
were, of course, recollecting the structure after the possage of half
& century, and it wwld be asking a grest desl to heve their drewings
eheck cut with esch other, Yet interjected betwen the two, sre the
sketches end plans of ABFRT, which vere rendered om the aspot end which,
om all besic pointe, complement GIVEGE BERY rether than BOUOS, This
leads to the conelusion that either BOCGS was totally deficient in
recalling the strweture, or significant slteretions were mde hbetween
the time DOGGS laft the post (emrly spring 1945) end the time AWNT
srrived (Auguet 2, 1545), & five momth period at the most,

There ave five msjor diserepencies between the BOUGS drewings (Plates
I, IX, IIX) ond the ABERT drewings (Plate IV, VIII) end plans (Flate IX).
Stated simply, ABENT shows each of the five feetuwres, while BOGGS does mot.
1. mmi—am
2. UBorth-cast Bocme (5-5, X6, B-T)
3. Vagon House



&, Hatn Corral

S« Uppor Vest rooms to Rorthwest
corner of Fort., {(fooms (.l and UR.2)

To best resolve the problem, the five discvepancies were snalywed by
secking corroboration for BOOOS in the pre-10bh sourees, and for ANRY
in the post-1545 sourees. Those of the latter mentioning any of the
features, all suwpported AETRT, which is to say, the structure resesdhled
Piste IV from the widile of 1045 on, Vhother it resesbled Plates I,
II, and III befwe thet is ancther question, the anowering of shich
may vesolve sbether or not o mjor alteratim tooh plose,

Ferhaps surprisingly, strong support for BOGGS was found in FARIBINs
deseription of the struetwre as it sppesred in 1239, The correlstion
is so remrioble thot Magren £S5 bas bees provided on the following
poge, to better fllustrate the verious points, The diagrem is besed on
BOGoS (Piate I1), a8 are the desigmation of room use, PARIBAN's
1s shown to the right. Iy comering the two, the following points are
brought outy

1. BDoth agree as to general layout ia regerd to

m:ﬂhmmwmm

and
2, Both describe the north rooms in & sinilor saoner

mu,::wag.u and the E
¥all are mm There no mendion
either of o Vietoh-Tower (nmu-u)mwl-s.



0ld
Bill's
Room

Blacksmith
Shop

Plaza

Trader's Room

Inner Corral

Gaar Lg% - Wagonhouse s
L 1 R R § B % B P BROY @ "Y R MR T

"The fort is entered through = large gateway on the eastern side, in
which swing a pair of immense plank doors., At the north-west and south-
east corners stand two ... bastions ... The interior is divided into

two parts, The one and the larger of them occupies the northeastern
portion., It is nearby a square, A range of two-story houses, the well,
and the blacksmith shop are on the north side; on the west and south are
ranges of one-story houses; on the east the blacksmith shop, the gate,
and the outer wall, This is the place of business, Here the owners

and their servants have their sleeping and cooking apartments, and here
are the storehouses ,.. From this area a passage leads between the east-
ern outer wall and the one-story houses, to the caral or cavy-yard which
occupies the remainder of the space within the walls ,.,. Beyond the caral
to the west and adjoining the wall, is the wagon-house, It is strongly
built, and large enough to shelter 12 or 15 of those large vehicles ,.."

DIAGRAM #5

88
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3. PARMHAH seys & "passege lesds betwsen the eestern outer
muﬁ-mm,umm..f Huls
agrees with BOGGS, siwce he shewm only wall at that point,

b, mmmm’m&-mdﬁ-
spaee within the walls”, and that "beyend the cerel to
the west and adjoining the wll, iz the saggon-house”,
Thic implies that the thpm House was an suxiliary
mwwmm,mﬂ:m
BOGGE does ghets, or meotion such & bulldfag,
angle of his drewing (Plate I7) is such that the butlding
might be maaked by the south wall of the Fort, There-
fore, & dotted line hes boen plaseed on the dlagrem to
gheow the probable location of the Wapgon Howes, By
the inslusion of & Wagon House, the two descriptions

}
,é

5. Heither memtions a Main Correl.
6, RN doea not deseribe the upper rooms in desall,
a0 no cogparison is possible.

he oviticel period is regard %o an altereticnm, wes, as stated eariier,
betwoen the early spring of 1945 and the 2nd dmy of Auguet of the seme
yomr. GSothing hes been discovered concerning the Bent, 5%, Vrsin, Compony’s
setivities dwring this pericd, %o sugpest that expunsion ves necessary
for basiness ressoma, However, evenmis of grest intormationsl sigadficence
were taking pluce, which may hove had & bearing o the Copeny, as vell as
the Fort, Pollowing {6 o pewtisl chrenclogy of the period;

ek 1 - Deelaretion of a Joint Hesolution for
the Amnezation of Texms,

dareh b - Issugucetion of James Xnox Polk as the 1lth President
wmwum.m«;smm
for, anong other things, ... the
muawmm

ms-mmmmmm"

April 2 - Americen Manister in Nexieco informed that Mescdieo would
not ecmtinue diplomptis relatioms with the United States, 2

8



Juoe 15 - Cenerel _ng. h.mum
Ml&uh point o the western border of
July 2 - Flret contingent of U, 4, tyoops frow Wow

Orleans, pureuant to order of Jume 1

July b - fepublic of Temss agrees to terms of snsoxation, 03

July 12 - lMenicom Army pf the Torth (Califyenta) put on
There is no question but thet relations between the United Otetes and
Mezieo bad beew dsterioreting over the Tewss guestion o almost o decede.
Yet, the cvents of Mareh and fpril were move than mere uestening gestures,
The passuge of the Jodmt Besolution for emnexstion at the end of the
Tyler Admintstretion, and the Inaugwretion of the svowed expansionist
Polk were, however, almost sertain indicetions thet the two nations
were on & oollision couwrss, with contact Dmdment, T wes eguelly
certain that Bent's Fort, hundreds of miles closer to fanta o than
mwmw:-mmmat&m
territory, wvould, fn seme wey, become lovolved, A fort -~ built for the
Dndian trade, and sdequately defensible against lightly arwed red mAreaders -
might mddenly be eelled upm to resist an attack by first class tzoops
eguipped with all the sceontermments of & modern ergy. I the Port ws
built st the time, sz BOOGS elsimed, it would have been & very dlsgueting



Dagrems 6 sad 7 o the following pages, illustrate how the five

major ddscrepsncies betwoen BOGCS end ABEAT may be reanlived om the
basis of putiing Bent's Fort an & wawr footing., Diagrem 6 shows the
defensive situation as per BUOGS. Hote that the design depended meinly
upon the Bagtions. The single Main Gate wues covered by & bangmetie
along the wall vest of {t, and by the Hortheust Bestion. Iy constructing
rooms elong the north wall east of the Jein Jate, three cbjectives were
geived, all of which contributed to betier defenne;

1. It msde poseible the installation of 8 second gete into
the Mazs,

2. It extended the banguetie slong the entive north wall,

3. It mmde possible the comstruction of & Veteh Tower,
The coustruction of & nev south wall on the Vagon House, and the
extension in the Alpha-lete sree improved the situation Wy

1. Taking the main respomsibility for protecting the south wall

away from the Southwest Bestion, by extending 2 benguette
along the emtire sovth extvenity of the Fort.

2, Gving some protection to the Hast Gate by providing & emguette
to cover it.

e addition of Fooms VL] end UW.Z camnot be explaired ss & defensive
meGsure guite so eesily, It 414, howover, comtribute scewndat Ly
1. Converting most of the west wall into a two.story structure,

Dlagreme 6 and 7 1llustrete the poists lhrought out sbove, Diagres 6
{BoG0S) showe & structure cepsble of vithstanding sny ssssult Flaine
Indiens might bave mounted. Disgran 7 (ABERT) sbows (in re¢ and bluve
stripes) the improvements mede in the defensive situstion.

23



1. The Marsh-July Ferisd wes temse, in thet war wes :
S Qs Pt e fn candons dmpar il ar uah auky =

i

8. It was exposed prographieally.
b, Tt was bullt to withetand Indisn stischks oaly,

3. : these reasons, it ves deeldsd to put the Fort em @

il A g e o o o To Slor
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ramin shraeied in oystery. GDURGE BRI remesbered the incident well,

The focts surrounding Williss Dent's abandowent of his adobe Port
and through Grianell gives 8 wief sceaumnt of i3

{ a- mum_um m—«m-
il HiT _m m.w a.:
mmmmuuhwm_m w_mu 5
m,,_.mm_ Lt
mw-mwwwwn

~u~"~.- u,

1848, The fullowing pessage from & newspaper article dated Septesber 27,

18h9, not only glves the date but o deseription of the Fort remsins,

is refuted by PALAGAY, vho places e time as on o sbout August 17,
as well;

I






?

it ws 2 "ruin”, T following deseriptions by those who sav the Pt
mm%"ummm

in the decade of the Pifties, bear this owtj

Period, end the beginantng of whet has teen desigmied the Plret Interim
Pericd. From Augest, 1550, watil the ccewpation of the structure

by the Barlou-Sanderson Overland Stage all and Sxpress Compeny in

1061, it slovly fell into ruis through the dual effests of he Bont.
eauped fire, and meglect, The tauming of the woden compments spparently
oaused walle to weaken, partisularly on the west two-story side, and
those wWho cbserved ii, wove alwmoet weandmous in thedr estimation ihat

¥illimn Bent's abepdomment of bis Fort merked the ond of the Bent



expected of an shandoned adebe structhoe left with buwmed tivbese for
over & dpesde,



In 1561, the Barlow.Omndersos Overland Stage il and Rspress Cospany
took over the remains of the Fort. Using 1t sz & "home station” and
general repair shop on the line to fante Fo, the compeay apperemtly

medo such repairs as were mecessivry for the proper fusctioning of the
esteblisloweni, leseriptioms of the Fort during this period are sur-
prisingly searce, although several Lsportent things sre svideat,

Fron the avallable evidence, it appesrs that the deterioretion through
the decsds of the Fifties resulied in the Stage people eleeting to
operate from the Centrel Complex amily -~ thet is, the rooms sround the
Plasa. Interior Fartitions were probebly removed in ssoe cases, 9o that
the floor-plan was sinilar to thet @hown oa Plate XITI. Yhether the
Mein Corrald, Destions, eod Iast Outer Wall were already dows in 1901 in
not koown, but It is certaln thei the Mage Campany mede no effmrt o
maintein them, The same 1s true of all the upper roums, the supports
of shich were probebly weakened by the 1840 fire. A, E. EEYNOLIS recalled
in 1920 when be first ssv the otructuve (1867) that:

There was never any twn-story building there in the

world .
u(musm m)wm
aﬁ mumm a-mm

It alsc eppears that one row of rooms wes cbilitereted. Colouel

J. L, SANDERSON, Ggperintendent snd Gemeral-iBnager of the line, vesided
at the Fort throughout the period, In 1903, he provided Professar I,

¥, Crugin with a pioture of the Fort, mupposedly mede in 1365 (Pate XII),

9



& floor-plan (Plste YIII), and & verbel desoription. The plen gensrelly
sorrabaorntes the facte slready staved; no Bastions, Main Corral, or

oo the ¥West". Orientation agudn becomes a problem, and 1t is probeble
that SANOERION, like octbors before him, felt that the Fort fased east,
Making the aljustaent would plsce the sboent row of roums oo the south
olde. Hy dolng Wis, & caparisa of the grounsd plea and the chotorreph
cwn be e, ‘

Notdng the round tower-like sffair on the left of the phobogreph,
orients it us being either the north or south well of the Fort, The
latter may bo elimimted becsuse of the arievtation of the grownd-
pian -~ it 45 not likely SARSRSON mistook south fur emat, Assuming
them, thet the “tower” om the left of the photogreph is the remsins
of the fortheast Destion, ke following factors becams evidenty
1. Be shown in the center of the wall is ou the site
af the oriziel Mein Gete, tm,mﬁau
apesing i the wall shown cm the Geound )
ot AT o

3. The wll on the right (the weot wil) 1s culy me stoy,

b, Ho sceond sty rooms are visihle sheve US.) and US-1 would
have heen,

5. Several windows seem ¢o heave deen cut in the novth and west
mmummnh”m {That

north end lower weot rows of romas ressined,
those rows from considerstion as the ohilitereted side.

Ageepting the shove as corrent, the conelusisn 45 resched that during



1. The north, easi, and lover west romm were svailable for
CROTUPANEY .
2. fu oubward i, wooden gete provided access &t the saw

3. Stegecosches probebly emtered the Plasa from the large

o woudd be the acuth side,)

As to the types of rooms, seversl ave mmtioned. SAMIERSON's diegrem (Plate
X111} destigoates but tuwoj & Kitches end 8 Dining Boom, It $5 of intevest
that with the proper orisntetion, the Xiteben is dhown as the M.l amres
(Simtlar to Bent Period), and the Dining foos in the B-2, 53 aves,

The vindous on the north row, mentioned previously, sugpest that the
would inelode M. and Mrs, Sanderson end the looal explayoes of the line.
The reminiag, or vest side prebebly housed the "gemeral repeir shop
for the Line @33 montioned by SUTERIHN, whick 15 undoubbedly the

seew rooss or rocos &8 the "blackemith shap for vepedrs” deserided by

on 1060 visttor, The lstter persca stotes thai the Fort also kept "the
extre conches of the Co., sbores, formge, ete, 0" P, G, SCURT stopped
et the Fort in 1570, poting theat "fhe stable occcupy one side of ide
square” 235

The Tollowing comelusions a8 to types of romss, love besn reached on
the basiz of the abowe evidence;



ihe Bt Fooms were usod as mecsing feedlities,

The Hovth Booms by the area of the Beut Ferdod
“ain Cete) 85 living Quartors.

e Fest Doose were the utility avee, housing meintonmnee
{toelniing Rockmsnith) shops, vel ond anlmel stormge, ete.

The South Pocms had beess cbiftereted.

¥ P

¥

The geseral spposrence, sad cumstruction meterinls were similar to the
Bent Period, although it is likely, extomaiwe repairs were necesaasy
to mim the structare livaible after the fire and deterioration, 0009
statea;

Foer ome resson or another, the cbove guoted fmsigeant somehowr fedled
to note that the Port was also @ stage eiation, His misteking 1t for
& vanch howse 1s intereoting bowever, since the your before S002Y mentioned;

There is o laeme deuwmm
M‘nm*muum

iz sy indicote thet the separation of the Stagocwseh feriod and

Cattle Pexiod wos not a8 clear cut &8 1s gwmerally believed, Judging

by the above referemces, it eppescrs thet the caly difference in regaxd
loe



to use, was that the departure of the Mage Copany werely ended that
particular phase of etructwal use,

Exmetly vhen Bent's Fort ceased to serve ns o Stage Stmticn 1s not clear,
GANDERSON cleimed to bave lived ot the Fort “"fov 20 yrs or more, begimying
tn 15617,70 el woudd plsse the date of sbandonment ms 1581, However,
as emaxly as 1073, the Nonsas Pecific Railrosd reuched Sest las Aniwms,
a0l o 1976 was joined by the Atehison, Topedn, and fenta Ye, Raflvosd
2t La Justa, In Febwwary, 10030, the first reilrond ewteved “mte Fo, 1
It is mown thet the stage stations retired westwerd in frout of the
roilrond, so that by 1390 theve were probebly no stages ruming o the
dsnte Fo Trall pegper, It {2 quite possible, however, thet loesl
stages m spure from the amin trsll, cpereted from the et as lste

as 10,



The shendomment of the Fort s » stage stotlon (probadly 18%1), marked
the begimuing of finel deterimwtion., lNever agaln vould any effort

be mede to preserve the wmlls for & residence or business., On the
esrried off by neighboring renchers for use is their own builldings.

By ebout 1885, the Fort wae nothing more than & ruln -- 8n old landeeri
a0 the et holdines of Jobn V. Provers, 20



The Seeomd Interim Period, spamcing the yoees 1085.3920, merely seried

the eontimml process of detericration on the Fort walls, In 1900,

A, E, BEYRASE purchaned the Fort site snd swromding ranch, el noted

Plates XTIV, ¥V, and VI, which shov local youths snsoting & “melodrams”
in 1903, provide support for REVIOLIG' statesenmt, Thirteom years lator

(1936}, Professor ¥, ¥, CBACTH journeyed fros Ooloveds Sorings to the
Port pite, and reccoded his impression as follows;

ﬁﬂﬂwlnﬂﬂ.

nnl&lannhnnu

luﬁs wd
:Fh’ wy

.“:.

hbtu

u«.&u

Pe womyeent referred to, Wo erected by REXWLDS in 1510, at the

auanctlnhnndnﬁuatﬁnnquunlrﬂ-Anuﬂlnmmwhuﬁa

{7t 40 now the property of Bemt's O34 Fort MED,) By 1920, even the walls

shosm in Plates ¥IV, XV, and ¥VI, had prectienlly diseppeared. According

305



to AMCILLIGG

83

muma

Sack was the condition in Howember, 1920, when the DAR esequired e aite

fron EROLES, 2T



8. TEOEN, PERID

The DAR begen st onee to colleet funds o be used “to set mut trees by

the rosdside, bulld & fenee, sad evemtuslly rebuild the old fort wedls® 240
In dpril, 1521, the adies aud their hushonds plented scme 200 ela and
aah trees ot the site, maly to sse met of their efforts wsbed ewey by
the respeging Asbanses River, ss the Greet Pushlo Flood struck, two monthe
1ater, 29

ums.m.m!.'l.wnwmm
the site, OCmwer mede s map-ahot of "the only portion of the wl) that
stands sbove the level of the groumd” (Flate XVII), He added thet the
"outline of the rest of the walls ave still trecesble” X

Although the DAR A4 vhet 1% could So preserve the ruins, the site re-
mined & fevorite unting grond for ambeur sreheclogists end souvenir
seekovs, (me of these, s B, §, PEOMON, noted that on April 19, 1935, he
famd the Fort -

& camplote ruin - outlined by 8 slight rise of

ground on lines of the origlaal foundetion - all

mmumh By dzging a

fow iaches fnto the _
(TEDNDE dug & brick up from the southesst wall of the Fort, e specimen
viidch as since fmad 1ts way beck to its originsl locale, and is now the

mroperty of the United Jates.)

THEe desvription of the site Is supported by a Bureau of Public Hosds
photosreph (Plate XVIIL), made in 1939, in whieh the most comepicucus

o



BENT 'S FORT IN 1846

(Hughes)
Photo - Library of Congress

(BEOL Neg. #1531)

S T i
i . @

i

I

[Fort Bent. ]

Fae ik B

Seé Page 59.




BENT 'S FORT IN 1846

(Inman)

Photo = Denver Public Library,
Western History Collection

(BEOL Neg. #1533)
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(
Photo - National Park Service
(In-Service Use Only)

(BEOL Neg. #1528)
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~ BENT'S FORT FLOOR PLAN - BENT PERIOD

(George B’nnt/Gri;nnell)

* Photo - Grinnell Collection,
Southwast Museum ‘ e
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DLATE X



biie BENT'S FORT - STAGECOACH PERIOD

(Sanderson)

Photo - Cragin Collection,
Pioneers Museum

(BEOL Neg. #1529)







BENT'S FORT RUINS IN 1903

(Rockwell)
Photo - Al Miller - La Junta, Colorado

(BEOL Neg. #16)




BENT'S FORT RUINS IN 1903

(Rockwell)
Photo - Al Miller - La Junta, Colorado

(BEOL Neg. #165)
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BENT'S FORT RUINS IN 1903

Photo - Al Miller - La Junta, Colorado

(BEOL Neg. #246)




BENT'S FORT RUINS IN 1923

(Carver)

Photo - Turner Collection,
Huntington Library

(BEOL Neg. #1L63)

PLATE XVI



BENT'S FORT RUINS IN 1939

(Bureau of Public Roads)

Photo - National Archives

(BEOL Neg. #1532)







ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA SECTION

Jackson W. Moore, Jr.
Archeolorist
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INTRODUCTION

The significence of Bent's Old Fort hes long been recognized by
students of the related themes of westwerd expsnsion and the fur
trade., For this reason the several generstions have precticed and
encouraged restraint regarding the ruin, with the DAR eventually
acquiring title to the site in 1920, Even so, considersble pot-
hunting hes occurred from time to time, even by persons end groups
of good will otherwise, Where the cbove-ground portion is concerned,
the damnge of eattlemen and pothunter wes ng nought ofter the
"Great Pueblo Flood" of 1921,

In 1954 the State Historiesl Society of Colorado secepted the déed

from the DAR snd sought the meons to interest the Federsl Govern-

ment in it. The best wey sppesred to be to demonstrate thet, bemesth
the sand and the silt remained = substential smount of the originesl

foundations., They thereupon srrenged with the Trinidad Stste Junior
College to sponsor jointly an smbitious project of limited exploratory
trenching. Dr, Herbert Dick of the college w=s put in charge of the
project; it was conducted as & summer field school and eight students
provided the labor, The gools were to outline the wnlls of the fort
and rooms, teke dimensional measuremrnts, end prepere a2 ground plen.
The estimated expenses were somewhat short of the sctusl ones, but the
major walls were treced out end measurements token. The resulting
ground plen was drewn up two years after the fsct (the funding had mede
mpmdnimforanports;mdmtammﬁjwmunn
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as not being to scale. The overriding aim of the project was accomplished,
however, in that the Federal Government was impressed and sccepted the
deed, designating it a'national historie site on Merch 15, 1963, The
Hational Park Service decided that extraordinary measures would be
required to properly interpret the site to the public., Situated as

it 1s in a8 flat, barren ares with no auxiliary features of interest,

its reconstruction would be essential, The reconstructed fort could
gerve also to house administrative and utility rooms, as well as inter-
pretive displays. Before this could be justified, however, all possible
information regarding the construction, historic grade levels, and
artifacts associated with specific features and periods should be recovered.
This required, in other words, e major archeclogical project. Such a
project was duly epproved and begun in September of 1963 and scheduled
tentatively through August of 1965,



ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA

In final form, Bent's Old Fort consisted of four main eress. These
are a) the compound, b) the imner Sorral, ¢) the wagon room, and d)
the main correl. The coumpound is the essentially rectangular core
mede up of the four rows of rooms. For purposes of this report it
will include the plaza, walkweys, and fur press. The immer corral
is the unroofed aree east of the compound roughly the shape of a right
triangle. In this report it will include the east outer wall, the
stage gate, & Room Alpha, The wagon room is the largest room at the
site, and because of the non-conforming orientation of the east outer
wall, it 1s burin or chisel sheped. In this report 4t will be associated
with the alley, The mein corral is the area behind (southwest) the
wagon room., Four secondary areas outside the fort proper were the ice
house, the trash dump, the race track, and the burial grounds.

The major units of the compound are the four rows of rooms. Exclusive
of Rooms W7 and SEl-A, these form & rectangle 122.00' WW-8E, x NE-SW,

The north row of rooms is divided into two sections by the main gate.
Rooms IWL, N2, i3, and W are on the west of the gate with Rooms NS,
M6, and N7 on the east. The west section is 61.70' x 20,70', based
on maximum measurements of the remments, Adding 0.80' to the outer
W wall of Room NWl to make it an even 3.00', it would become 62.5'.
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Similar treatment of the NE-SW dimensions would result in a dimension
of 21.00', The gateway itself is 8.3' wide at its maximm eroded surfaces.
The east section, exclusive of the east tower, is 52.6' x 19.5'.

Room NW1 occupies the extreme north corner of the fort. Interior
dimensions of this room are 11.00' east-west, and 17.80' north-south.
There is a circular depression in the south quarter of the room which
is 7.2' wide and 0.65' deep. There were mmerous wegon wheel parts
buried in it, as well as glass and animal bones, No Bent period floor
wvas present in this comer, Elsevhere, & Bent occupation level was

in evidence rather than & floor, The Stage period floor equates to
level six. It could as easily be called an occupation level, also.

No evidence of the usual plank-and-joist floor was found at all. Rather,
it was simply & firm soil level vhere the various artifects occurred

in & flat plane, These included end sections of tinned cans, eye-bolts,
a copper button, and numerous iron wagon wheel parts. The Fireplace
had been modified and & limestone hearth provided to mateh this level,
The fireplace had been damaged by a bulldozer blade during plaza levelling
after 1955. It was & corner fireplace 8.2' across and 4.65' long from
the vertex to the inside of the hearth, The hearthstone is 0.87'

wide and k,0' long, and evidence of the cheeks is missing altogether,
The relative elvations for this room are: Top of fireplace 20.4, top
of heerthstone 20,26, Stage level 19.9, Bent level 19.40,

Examination of the features and of the cultural material fails to
confirm & use pattern during the Bent period., There is some documentary
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reference to the room as the location of the blacksmith's quarters.
There were doors into Rooms W2, and N2, Fragments of vhite plaster
were found.

Room N2, This room was 18,00' x 14,50, Doorvays were shaved with
W, W2, and N3. A Stage period fireplace in the east corner was
most likely modified from an earlier Bent fireplace, The eroded cheeks
go well below the later limestone hearth, just as was

true in WL, N5, N6, end N7, There were three noticeble surfaces, but
this was not determined by any well preserved floor remmants., Rather,
these surfaces were recognized by a relative firmess which caused the
overlying soll to separate more or less evenly; cultural material also
tended to lie on & plane, There did not sppear to be & true burned
surface except against the outer NE well., The wall dividing this room
from NWl is the most eroded wall of the north row. It has remmants of
its full width of 1.4' at the bottom level, At this level there was
still vhite plaster intact.

Room 3. This room measured 18.0' x 12,.5' and 17.7° x 12,5' in 1954
and 1964 respectively. Dr, Dick had made a test in the south corner
of this room, There is & discrepancy in the stratigraphic sequence of
this room as reported by Dr. Dick, and as observed by myself., The Bent
floor wnderlies two "floors” by our findings in 1964, and one by Dr,
Dick a decade earlier., He places the Stagecoach floor (plank-and-joist)
somevhat higher than I do, but his depth is based on the edge, vhile ours
is based on an undulating over-all surface, Between these two, a later



Bent floor was found, although it should be more properly ecalled an
oceupation level., This level would correspond to the top of Dick's
small "forge" which he helieves was used after Bent, and before Stage-
ecoach, There were numerous small pileces of iron at this level, but
nothing to definitely include or preclude Bent, Beneath the Bent
(bottom) floor is the usual pre-structure occupation level,

This room eommmicated by door with both N2 and Wi, The sills of both
were raised once and then the doors were sealed up. This same sequence
was followed with the rest of the north rooms. I interpret this as
accompanying the change of Bent floor levels, with the sealing-off
occwrring in Stagecoach times,

Room N, This room, vhen measured in 195% vas found to be 15.5' x
18,0', In 196k it was found to be 15.5' x 17.25'. No Bent period
floor was found in this room, although scorched earth was found beneath
the Stage period floor., This latter was the finest floor of the Stage
period found at the site, Beneath some fallen adobe several planks
ctm:‘nfrcnm. These were supported by a pattern of 5 joists
vhich ran NE-SW an average distance of three feet apart. These joists
were, in turn, divided evenly by rumers, Large cut nails were found
driven into the ground through rhombold pieces of leather, In the west
corner vas & small (1.%' x 1.,1') base associated with a ridge of adobe
bricks, It wvas 0.2' out from the wall shared with N3.

There can be litile doubt that this wes an important room to the Barlow
and Sanderson people.,



The North Gate. This feature is bounded by Rooms N4 and N5, whose
present separation is 8.3'. The fromt jamb-posts were an even 8.0°
apart, and were 0.7' round posts set in squarish holes 1,1' wide, At
the back, or south, an old diteh underlies the southwest wall of Room
W and eontinues behind Room N5; since the latter room is of shorter
length, this trench is outside, and at the base of its wall. There are
several posts in this trench, and three would have served satisfactorily
as rear jamb-posts., If so, the dimensions would have been 8.00' x
15.50', 'The rear Jambs are suggested because of the references to a
"double" gate., Had this referred to paired doors at the front only,
wve would have expected to find a third post, located in the center.
Although not essential to a paired-door gate, a center post would
certainly have provided stability.

lo wagon vheel ruts were found in the gateway at any level, although they
vere found well east (25 feet) of it in the Trash Dump.

Room §5. This room measured in 105k as 17.5' x 15.0', and was found to
be 17.75 NE-SW x 15.33' at the bottom level, Just beneath the surface
(0.25') there wvas a remmant fire site. It was not a basin, nor was it
lined with anything; rather, it was a scorched zone covered with charcoal
and small clinkers, Half a foot, or one standard level separated the
top of the fire site from the Stage period floor below., This floor
was of the usual plank end joist type, with the planks running NW-SE,
The fireplace was modified to take a limestone hearth of about 30%
more than the usual breadth; this was effected by providing a row of
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smaller stones between the mein hearth stone and the ends of the cheeks,
Material associated with this floor were & broken iron bit, cireular
harness buckle, pieces of leather, lemmﬂﬁw
hinges.

The Bent period floors were undulating but were uswally 0.4' apart in
depth, Among materisls assoclated with both earthen floors were inch-
square plates of iron end fragments of flat glass, Limited to floor
2 were burlap impressions in & vwhite matrix, numerous spherical lead
bullets and goose shot. Floor 3 alsoc had goose shot in assoeiation plus
the blade of & hunting imife. The lowest floor was in a poor state of
preservation but did not show any sign of severe burning., The artifacts
of the floors 2 and 3 reflect no time difference from each other, but
do antedate those associated with floor 1. BEvidence of vhite plaster
was found in 1954 and 1963,

M. This room was measured to be 15.5' x 15.0' in 1954 and 15.65'
x 14,95 E-W in 1963, The walls of this room contained the most area
of vhite plaster at the site with the possible exception of Room E3.
The fireplace showed evidence of much ercsion or possible abuse, with
the firewall indented beyond the line of the room wall, The area of
the hearth may have held a stone at one time, but it was a circular
pit filled with burped refuse when excavated, The highest of three
floor levels was, as usual, & plank and joist floor associated with
artifacts of the 3rd quarter of the 19th Century. Rows of cut nails
still secured the desiccated planks, vhich were overlaid by the
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remmants of the roof vigas., These latter were oriented NE-SW and
were at right angles to the planks, Hone of the wood at this level was
burned.

The second floor was of rammed earth and likewise showed little sign of
burning. A short length of charred beam was found near the north corner,
as well as small amounts of scattered charcoal. There was considerable
in the way of iron wagon parts at this level. It should be noted that

all rooms yielded this material to & greater or lesser extent,

Room N7. Howhere at the site is the Sequence of occupation more clearly
demonstrated than in this room, The first of three floors oceurred at
the bottom of level 2. This was one foot below the 1963 surface (see
plate 3). Fallen wall comprised the bulk of the debris overlying floor
1. A]wddmo.lﬁ';O.ao'mmnmrIWsm
skeleton lying on its right side. This total 1.2' depth represents the
Cattle period for this room. The Stagecoach floor was of plank and
Joist construction and oriented the same as all of the contemporal floors
of the north rooms. The remmants vere not as well preserved as in I
or N6, but the cut nails and associated planks could be traced. At this
level, the fireplace cheeks have been shortened and & limestone hearth
stone placed against them, Loeated in the north corner, this fireplace
is oriented with the room end faces the west corner,

Floor 2 is an averege of 0.45' below flcor 1. Made of prepared earth
0.20" thick, it survived in better condition than any floor at the site,
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Charved timbers lay on the floor with only & vague orientation of B-¥.

This would suggest that the ends of the vigas protruded into the Inner
Corral, Indeed, the available sketehes show no vigas in the northeast
wall east of the gate! Between the fireplace and the east corner was

an area 1.6' x 2.4* of a vhite metrix like that in N5, again with burlap
impressions plus charred burlap. The artifacts were of the second quar-
ter of the 10th Cemtury, A quantity of ratten or willow might indicate
office baskets.

Floor 3 was 0.7' below floor 2, It too, was covered with burned and
charred materials. The vige type beams were fewer and more completely
consumed, but were similarly oriented NW.SE, This floor was far inferior
to floor 2 but was definitely & prepared floor, In the east quarter of
the room lay white ash to a depth of 0.,25'. In the west quarter a
cireular depression vas formed which closely resembles that in the south
quarter of WWl, complete to the iron meat hook at the edge! The pit
is formed by the floor itself, but it was overlain by ashes and some
charred timbers. At this level some copper lustre ware and black
transfer-printed earthenwares were recovered., Doth shape and decorative
motif puts both vares in the Bent era, The former ware indicates that
floor 3 was used at least until copper lustre was developed, probably
in 2840.%

»
Some forme of copper lustre date from 1815; our type is poorly documented,



Room BS is 20.1' by 20.1' and is bounded on the W by the Plaza, on the
NE by the Passageway, on the SE by the Immer Corral, and on the south

by Room Ei. Only one floor was encountered in the east rooms probably
because of heavy traffie sinee 1885, It is lmown that vehicles entered
the fort from the old Stagecoach period gate., Some levelling was done

by a blade in 1955 and possibly earlier as well, The shallowest fill

was adjacent to Bk, and the deepest was in the east quarter. The fireplace
(¥6) is 6.3' wide by 2.3' deep, and 3.2' from the east cormer., Both
walls, floor, and fireplace had been plastered vhite several times,

at least three vhite layers being still extanmt,

There is @ well in the east quarter. The bullders' excavation was 6.1,
vide and cut into the SE wall, The shaft itself 1s 2,2' in diameter
and is lined with unshaped limestone slabs., This well was excavated
by Dr. Diek in 1954, and it was determined to have a depth of 13 feet.
Since ve removed four feet of fill in order to reach the water at 13
M,tteaﬂdmlthhunﬁatoQthm. Dr. Dick recalls
that the bottom 3 or % feet were determined with & probe. The top of
the well is flush with the Bent floor, Dr, Dick assigned the well %o
the Stagecoach period, but his criteria were not included in the published
article., The floor of ES was campletely covered with charred timbers,
some of vhich were large enough to be upright supports, MNost of the
charred beams were oriented N-8, Significently, the charring was absent
only in the 195 excavations, including the well, If the well was post-
Bent, then there should have been no burned material over the well; again,



this was not stated in the report. Dr. Dick confirmed, by correspondence,
that no charred materials were found either above or within the well,
(See Plate &)

This was certain to have been one of the more comfortable rooms, although
it was probably not one of the living quarters., The fireplace was one of
the larger ones of the Bent period, and only room E3 has more floor space.

In areas selected for deeper tests, two sub-floor post holes were found
which were not in use after the floor was made,

Room Ei, This room was also measured as 20.0' square in 195k, and
presently 20.1'H-2 x 20.2' B-W, The divider wall vhich this room

- sharves with ES is 0,8' thick, vhile 2 wall 1.08' separates B4 from E3.

This is affected by the relative wall heights, the former being higher,
Both walls have a sill, or portael remant in the center 1.2' x 2.55'.
These mey have been open doorvays, for 1f there were jambs, they had to
occur at a higher level, As in ES, the floor of this room was covered
with burned beams, but these were largely eonfined to the east and south
quarters. A broad, but shellow pot hole was in the north quarter., In
the west quarter a double row of rectangular posts 2,55' apart, and
o.w‘:o&s'mmnm,mﬂmmmﬂﬂ. There
vere thin wooden runners between the posts which outlined smooth panels
of floor 2.85' x 2.8', (See Plate 5) This ocowrred 6,0' from the inside
of the IW wall and was interrupted on the NE by the late pot hole. This
was most like the foundation of a counter used as in @ store. The charred
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timbers are oriented NE-SW, just as in Rm, ES. Charred cloth was found
beneath the beams in the east corner., In the west quarter the brass
hardware and charred, cross-hatchured fragments of stock from an as

yet unidentified shoulder arm were found, mmmm
mmmm%a;mm. Only the objective
lens and its housing was missing from the telescope, Numerous variegated
glass trade beads were also found, The floor itself was scorched red
but well surfaced and preserved, After exposure, however, the weathering
accentuated an outline of "settling”., Testing revealed & guarter base-
nent-sized pit 15.0' x 16,2 end three feet deep (See Plate 5). There
wvas 0,6' depth of loose £111 beneath the floor and the rest was made up
of broken adobe brieks. Very little was recovered from among the adobe
rubble, but the loose f£ill at the top was fructuous with trade beads,
mostly black, The west quarter, with the counter foundation in the floor,
was not excavated. Whatever the purpose of this pit had been, it was
earlier than the floor by which it was completely covered,

Boom E3. This is the largest room at the site within the compound,
and vas measured in 1954 as 29,0' x 20,0'. Present messurements are
29,55' x 20,09', Associated features, at the floor level, are an adobe
foundstion for an enclosed stair landing in the west corner, (see Plate
7) and & rectangular adcbe brick base in the center of the floor (see
Plate 8). The landing is 6.0' wide and five feet long, being 7.0' out
from the SW wall, The front (NE) of the landing is formed by two shaped
corner adobe bricks with a trench 1.1' x 3.1' x 0,8' deep. This trench
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is contiguous on the 8W and contained three vertical posts. The flocor
was covered with burned material but these tended to be in “elumps"
rather then being aligned. There were semi-melted pots and pans, charred
cloth, (both fine textured and burlap) and short, heavy length of beams.
One reason for the "clumpiness” became evident as the floor surface
was cleared. Scores of not quite parallel striations had been mede
by a toothed instrument. These striations occurred on both divider
 walls, the stair landing, the central rectangular feature, and the S-E
wall, Similar striations were noticable on the divider walls between
Rooms Ei and BS, but they were shallower and never reached the floor of
either room.

In the northeast half of the room & light colored zone of the flcor

wvas noticed early; this became increasingly evident as it bleached out
from weathering. Half a foot below the floor level & burned outline app-
eared which formed an assymmetrical pit 10.2' @ﬂxn.ﬂ' W-SE, As
this pit wvas taken down it was seen to include about half of the rectangul-
ar adobe feature, which is four courses deep. The walls of the pit are
very straight and regular and the corners quite round, The width of the
pit is less on the NW than on the 8B, The pit is actually deeper than the
buff-yellow soil in this one area, extending up to a foot or more into the
gravels of the flood plane., Where this occurs, the gravel is scorched
as severely as soil walls, The pit in Room Bl adjacent, was completely
contained in the native soil at & similar depth! There was evidence of
2 inch planking (charred) at the IW and SE walls which hed the appearance
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of joists or purlins., Everything from 0.5' below the floor level to &
foot below the gravel was scorched red and black., The bottom foot of deb-
ris contained mmerous charred berrel ends and staves. Against the edge
of the HE wall, at the center, was a charred barrel which held five bottles.
Four of these bottles were green wine bottles, two §f which had glass
seals welded to the shoulders and identifying the contents as Medoe., This
is & red vine from Southwestern France., The other bottle was & light blue
and wvas blown in a three-piece mold (the green ones were blown in a one-
piece mold), with a rim vhich suggests ancestry to the later whiskey and
beer bottles, From the vesterly half of the pit & k-gallon salt-glazed
stonevare olla, & wooden churn with wooden dasher, another green wine
bottle, and ceramics representative of the second quarter of the 19th cente-
ury were recovered. Fragments of clay pipes, and hundreds of white trade
beads were found throughout but vere heaviest on the easterly side of the

pit.

The central adobe feature was at least 0,25' higher than at present

as wvas the stair landing, The standard adobe brick had an average height
of 0,35' whereas the top course of the central feature and the only course
of the landing are less than 0.1' and are unnaturally smoothed., This sugg-
ests that, prior to the ultimate destruction of the room, these features
were deliberately razed to floor level due to a change in room usage.

The presence of burned debris above these features means that they had
been razed prior to the burning. The striations were not in any vay
responsible, for en instrument leveling them would have cleaned off the

i3



burned debris rather than furrowing it into clums. The rectangular
central feature is difficult to interpret with any finality. Its depth
suggests that it wvas a base vhich was meant to support considerable
weight, It could be the remnants of a fireplace, or a stair, but most
likely it was & support columm, The 20 foot plus length of this room
would actually seem to meke such a column necessary! The three poste
at one end may have been reinforcements. There might also have been
matehing posts at the other end!

The pit, being severely burned, is not analogous to the pit in Room

Eh, While a prepared floor, including & built-in counter, covered the
latter, almost no "clumped” debris covered the pit in Room B3, The
striations referred to above extended well across this pit, but they were
more vague because of the looser texture of the soil here. The "slumped"
edges of the burned strata within the pit suggest that it was open during,
not before the fire. The unscorched half foot of soil vhich covers

the bulk of the pit sccummlated later, and was compacted from the heavy
traffic vhich these central east rooms were all subjected to from then om.

Room ¥2, The heaviest walls of the east half of the compound oceur
here, The room vas measured to be 17.6' x 15.4' in 1954, and 17.7' x
15.6' in 1964, The wall shared with E3 is 1.6' thick, vhile the

WW is 2,05, the SW 2,0', and the 8 is 1.95'. The NW is set back

5.4' from the alignment of the SW wall of the other east rooms.

The fireplace ageinst the OW wall is 6.5' wide by 0.8' deep. The
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edges of the cheeks of this fireplace are very meticulously symmetrical,
There are "ghosts” in the floor before each cheek which shows that their
length were reduced 1.2', The walls of the room and the fireplace were
first plastered yellow, and later brick red.

The wall dividing B2 and SEl was high enough that a door sill remment
2,6 wide was extant., The sill is "stepped” and the wood only oceupied
half of the wall thickness,

An architectural clue for this room was a charred shutter or door
which was secured by an attached large iron hook. The remmant is not
complete at %,3' x 1.5 but would seem to be too large for a shutter.

A sizable quantity of charred paper was found, including & backless book
of some sort, This latter was too brittle to permit of much handling,
but the inside pages may be unburned. This can only be determined when
the outer pages are considered expendsble., Several pleces of slate
were found which had been inseribed. At least some of the pieces
contain portions of a foot and leg clad in a tight, fringed buckskin
trouser and & moceasin, A red slate seribe was also found, The slate
has been scorched red and tends to be friable. The prepared earth
floor containe small and medium-sized glass beads as inclusions.

Tests reveal that there is no prepared floor remmant beneath this one,

Room SE1, In 1954 the dimensions recorded were 20,1' N-5 x 9,8°

BE-W (probably & typographical error) and in 1965 as 20,1' NE-SW x
18.08' WW-SE, There is access to this room by doors from the Immer
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Corral, Room B2, and Room SEl-A, The fireplace (F8) is the largest at
the site and has the largest hearth as well, The hearth is made wp
of un-cut tabular slabs of limestone which bear no resemblance to
the cut and finished stones of the Stagecomch period. The hearth is
9.0' wide and 6.5' long (WW-SB), Most of the wall surfaces had no
plaster remaining, but & small area of the MW wall still had some
red plaster, The floor is no longer even, and slopes from the center
downvard to the SW, There may well be an abandoned drainage ditch
beneath the floor here to comnect with one known to extend from & to
87, end probebly with one on the other side from SEl-A across the Immer
Corral and outside the east outer wall, (see Plates 6 & 9).

Dr, Dick felt that this room was used by William Bent as his quarters.
This wes probably based on the combinetion of largest fireplace, largest
hearth, and a relatively large amount of ceramic material., This

same combination of traits suggests that it might have been & kitehen,

Room SH1-A, This room was measured to be 12,8' N-8 x 8,0' B-W, and
13.0" x 8.4 in 1965, Dr, Dick only tested to just below the bottom
of the coarsed adobe bricks, From this level down the room wvas filled
in with adcbe vepbesg, /Auid the lover levels of wasters sherds of
evidence of burning below the top of the wasters, and vhitewash had
been applied to adobe plaster on the walls, both brick and earth,
At the bottom the floor was the usual prepared earth, end some flat
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glass and an iron adse-head lay on it. No remains of any stairs were
found, Iater, it would be found that the ditech referred to a@bove
entered this room next to the south corner, but was later filled in

and plastered over,

There seems to be little doubt that this room was originally a
pantry or root cellar. As such 1t would have serviced the adjacent
kitchen in Rm, SEl, Iater, but in pre-fire times, the floor level
vas raised four feet to bring it to the level of the nearer rooms.
Iﬁwhethttﬂn‘lllm‘mlynindtoﬁdlmmt.t
this time, although this seems doubtful, Whether this alteration
wnem&udbysuhmofmmh.&umm
in the excavations.

The south row of rooms is 60.90' from the south corner of Room SEl-A
to the west corner of Room 57; it is 27.89' less on the Plaza side.
These rooms were even more eroded than the east rooms, with blade
scars along the walls and floors; Dr, Dick noted wagon vheel scars
on the walls of Rm. 87. The absence of fallen wall in these rooms,
vhile shared with the east rooms, is in contrast to those of the
north and west (see Plate 9).

Room §2, This room was measured to be 19.8' N-8 x 10.3"' B-W in
both 1954 and 106k, It bad a congruent cormer fireplace & total
of 4,15 wide, with one cheek 1.5' long end 0,9' wide; the cheek
width is included, The hearth merged with the SE wall in place of
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the second cheek.

Another feature of this room is a short wall forming an alecove 4.2°
x 1.5' in the east corner. Dr. Dick suggested that it was a closet
or a commode, vwhich doesn't leave much else.

This is another room which showed a continuous series of plasterings
vhich included the floor as well as the walls, Both were alternately
coated with adobe, red, yellow, and vhite. Regardless of its use
it wvas not drab! Material recovered from the bottom level includes
several large fragments of flat glass near the fireplace, There was
probably more, but a Cattle period row of posts was set in & trench
vhich entered the room from the alley near the west corner for a
distance of 8.7'. There was considerable evidence of fire on the
floor itself, although it apparently did not extend to the walls,
vhere the 1954 exploratory trenches failed to yield any striking
evidence of such. Other than the scorched floor plaster, most of
this evidence wvas in the form of charred beams.

There was little among the cultural remains to suggest room use, In
viev of the physical traits deseribed it would seem best suited to
be used as living quarters for one or two persons,

Room 83, In 195k this room was measured as 19.7' N-8 x T.3' E.W,
while it wvas 19,7' NE-SW x 7.1' NW-SE a decade later., It is, therefore,
the narrowest room of the south row. There was evidence of white
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plaster of adobe in this room., It hed a fireplace of the "H" type
back-to-back with that of Room 54, The hearth was 2.4' wide with
cheeks adding an additional 1.5' and 1.7' of width and 1.7' of length.
Like 82 and Sh there was very little depth, hence little cultural
material was recovered., Like Room 52, the small size plus the fireplace
limits its use to either a sleeping roam or an office., It would

seen that almost any sort of shop would require more width than 7.5°'.

Room Sk, This is the largest of the south rooms, but one of the more
poorly preserved (see Plate 10). In 1954 end in 1964 the dimensions
were recorded as 19.4' x 18,0', vhich indicates that the wall remmants
were at about the same height, The fireplace was incomplete as found,
but since the hearth was the same width as the one in 53 the rest was
probably & mirror image of it, especially since they are part of an
"H". The shallow £ill in this room also provided relatively sparse
culturel meterial, and this has not been examined carefully yet.
White, and later red plaster had been applied to the walls and floor,
The size of this room would permit a range of alternative uses; the
artifacts may reveal some clue as to its use but this is doubtful.

Room 85. Here we have an enigmatic situation., This 19.7' x 10.3'
room has no actual wall remant to separate it from the alley (A single

square post), It is the only room in this row which has no fireplace,
although there is a ple-slice shaped feature in the west corner vhich
shows red from severe burning, Its small size (2,1' x 2,15') makes

its use as a fireplace or door equally unlikely, although it could be
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the locus of a small forge. The largest single quantity of iron
hardvare at a single level was found on the floor of this room (see
Plate 11). Benesth the rubble (vhich was left by the 1954 trenches
inside and outside of the 5W wall) was a boarded erea seven feet wide
extending five feet into the Alley, This is the room most nearly
in line with the Fur Press and the Main Gate, hence is where George
Bent recalled a gate opposite. On the basis of archeclogy alone,
this is the strongest single candidate for a smithy. The lack of a
substantial wall, and the provision of & plank floor on the Alley
side are rather strongly suggestive of provision for bringing in
vehicles, or animals, for outfitting or repair. The walls retained
at least two vhite-plastered surfaces,

Room 86, At 19.T7' x 9.6' in 1954 end 19,65' x 9.48' in 196k, this
was the second smallest room of this row, It had & fireplace with a
3.1' wide hearth plus two cheeks esach 0,6' thiek by 1.6' long; it

formed an "H" firveplace, together with that in Room S7, Very little
height remained of walls or fireplace and the features were fairly
well outlined with floor and vhisk brooms used in conjunction with

a sharp hoe, With such a shallow overburden there was a correspondingly
slight recovery of artifactusl material. From fragments of plaster
recovered from the floor and some extant plaster in the rounded cormers,
there were at least three white coats.

There was little about this room to suggest & use, Its narrow width
would put it in a similar category with & and 83, It does communicate
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by door to 87, and together they may have constituted, if only for
a time, an apartment,

Room S7. The topography was higher in this room and, as a result, morve
diversity of fill, features, and quantity of material was encountered,

In 1954 the dimensions were measured as 19.7' x 18.5' and as 19.8' x 18.5'
in 196k, Like most of the adjacent vrooms, the walls were scarred by a
blade; & decade earlier Dr, Diek noted the tracks of wagon wheels
WMMum.‘Mﬁtmmtnmmm
Mmmmtmuhmmmwm
descriptions were sent to Dr. Dick, He affirmed that these were not
vhat he made reference to. The fireplace, which had a 3.6' wide hearth,
and cheeks 1.5' thick by 1.8' long, was a poor state of preservation, but
mlmummuﬂmﬁ. An interesting festure of this room
vas a door in the north corner facing the Plaza, The sill portion was
severely burned, and there was the remains of a stone stoop outside,
mmm'm,mmammmmx.

At the first level a trench entered the room from the alley (see Plate 12),
mscmwmwm‘m@mmw(o.ww
diameter) juniper posts, and probably helped form a branding pen of the
Cattle period., Also at this level was some late 19th Century, early
20th Centiry, with some early-to-mid 19th Century meterial. Below this
was a prepared earth floor covered with charred timbers, horse shoes,
wheel hub perts, and, an intrusive garbage hole, The floor wes white-
vashed but wes scorched red in places.
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In testing the sub-floor areas two burials were found, Both were tightly
flexed inhumations unaccompanied by grave offerings of any kind., Burial
I was oriented with head to the north, face down, sums akimbo, with legs
folded behind, This burial had every appearance of haste and of minimel
concern, Burial II, on the other hand was & "normal” appearing flexed
burial in the tredition of the sboriginal Southeast., This burial

was face up, arms folded across the chest, and knees drawn up tightly.
Again, there was no burial furniture of any sort. This burial was
disturbed by the row of Cattle period posts referred to above, which
ran across its long axis; the damage was mainly to the feet and one
hand., The bones were sent to Dr, William Bass, physical anthropologist
at the University of Kansas for analysis,

In other areas where sectlions of the floor were removed, the afore-
mentioned deep trench along the inside edge of the back (W) wall
vas found and several post holes., None of these features showed at
the floor level.

The West Pow of rooms, from the line of the imner edge of the NE vall

of Room W2, (which is the same as the outer edge of the Plaza side of

the North rooms), is 98.06' to the outer edge of the SW wall of Room W6.
Room NWlL is excluded, but would sdd 22,5'. Also excluded is Room W
because of its discontiguity. There is no Room SW8 on this scheme because
ve failed to find sound evidence of such » structure, As in the south
rov of rooms = ditch was found (see Plate 14) which wes lower than the wnlls



of the rooms (which were built across them)., The walls of these
rooms are necessarily heavy (average width 2.2') since they bore
the weight of two stories (see Plate 13).

Room W2, Dimensions were recorded as 18.4' x 16.6' in 195k and as
18,45 x 16,2' in 196k, There was evidence of white plaster found
during both projects. The thickness of the front (SE) wall is less
than that of Room W3, but I believe this to be a modification by the
Stagecoach personnel, The tops of the room-divider walls were found
easily by sweeping and hoeing, and the 1954 trenches helped them to
stand out from the sheet of fallen wall., Both wall and rubble had
the smoothed, inward-sloping appearance of well-meaninged landscaping.

The floor of the Stagecoach period was well below the fallen wall and
the associated bovine bones and menure of the Cattle period. It

vas the usual plank and joist type, with the joists running NE-SW,
These joists had been seated in shallow, sand-filled trenches,

There was no direct evidence of & Bent period floor in this room other
than the deeply scorched earth beneath the later, unburned floor.
There was, hovever, an elaborete well complex of the Bent period (see
Plate 15). This consisted of & rectangular, plank-lined shaft, a non-
congruent rectangular well room, and a stairvay leading down into it
(see Plate 16), BEven assuming the topmost riser to have originally
been the highest, its present shellow depth of 0.35' is so much less
then the average of 0.75' that we must regard it as & remant., Clearly,
the Stagecoach people built their own floor some 0.3' below the original
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Bent floor. The present dimensions of the stairs are 2.6' wide by
3.75' long. The fire tread, average 1.1' in width. Originally the
stairs had one more bottom tread within the well-room, and it is
represented by scorched remnants which indicate a total length of 4.5',
The well-room was rectangular and consisted of four sguare uprights in
each cormer with plank-lined walls., The dimensions of the well-room
vere 6,0' x 6.2' x 5.5' deep. The well shaft itself was constructed
as Sullows; 6 Weilier's cumatten cumiiet 4 dups of the veem, but
narroved to 3.3' x 4.0' by 9.75' deep was first dug. A vertical shaft
lined with planks ves built up, filling in the excavation arcund it
as the shaft rose in height, At the top the shaft vas bordered with
flat boards 0.3' wide by 3.5' long. The completed shaft was 2,8' x
3.45' x 9.75'. It was off-set 45« from the room, so that the NE edge
of the stairs was in line with the W and 8 corners of the shaft,

Among the numerous artifacts recovered from the shaft was the pump,
which wvas a wooden device with iron straps built like a square barrel.
The piston was also of wood, although it undoubtedly bad & leather gasket,

The fire here was severe. The articles recovered from the higher
levels of the shaft were scorched or charred, although the lower
ones were preserved by being weterlogged. The well-room itself
indicates a partial collapse at the top vhich gives it the profile
of an inverted bell. The i1l from here up (2.65') is & "cap" with
associated materials vhich confirm its Stagecoach period origin.
The well complex is unguestionably of the Bent period.

ak



Since the Bent floor of W2 proper haed been removed, there was
nothing to suggest the room's use at that level, It had doors
commmicating with both Room HWl and Room N2, which could mean that
the three shared some use pattern between them, If any one of them
could be identified as a smithy, the proximity of a well would be
quite logical.

Room W3. The dimensions recorded in 1954 were 17.2' x 19.1', compared
with 17.1' x 19.2' a decade later, The fallen wall ves immediately
underlain by many bovine skeletons and two deer., Associasted with these
animel bones were broken plate glass, and such agricultural hardvare
as pleces of mower feet, blade-holders, ete. The ubiquitous manure
here was more heterogenous than usual, some of it being deer and
some rabbit, The stagecoach floor was much like that of Rm. W2,

The Bent floor was scorched and discolored but, except for a circular
depression in the center, was intact, It was of prepared earth with
@ line of post holes, two covered with support stéres, In the center
was & slot-like impression made by & half-log laid flat side up.

At least two, and possibly three, posts were used as roof supports,

A portion of the divider wall between Rm, W3 and W2 is missing., The
wvall and floor are scorched & bright red and is accompanied by a
bovus humerus end en iron pen, Despite its depth it is intrusive
from the Cattle period,

In order to test the cause of the floor having "settled” in the center.
the NE half of the floor was removed, A very regular, straight-walled
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circular yttmw. It was 11.89' in diameter and 4.5' deep.
One half of the pit was excavated, but very little was recovered

other than small animal bomes, It is possible that it was used as
& storage, or cache pit in the early phase of Bent's occupation.

Just beneath the bottom of the SE (Plaza-side, or front) wall was
.mmmmmumlmmmm.

The absence of a fireplace in this room would have made it very

uncomfortable in the winter for anything but in-and-out work., This
is the sort of activity that would be appropriate to a warehouse or
storage room, and there is some documentary reference to these west

roome as such,

Room Wk, This room vas enigmtic to Dr. Dick after his limited
tests, and remained so until well along 196k, The 1954 dimensions
of 14,0' x 16,0' reflect the interpretation of it as a pit. Only

a complete excavation could have shown this to have been a full room
17.1" x 25.45', with a stair leading from the walkway down into a
basement 14,0' x 16,0' vhich in turn had & split-lével pit 8.5'

x 9.5' x 2,0' deep (see Plate 17). The ground level floor would have
been of little use unless the basement was roofed over. Apperently
it was. Front and back posts were located in the center of the IW and
SE basement walls., All four cormers of the basement had heavy posts
up to & foot in diameter, In addition to two intermediate posts on
each of the remaining walls, there was & dark "key" ghost in the centers.
A1l ten upright posts were half recessed, and on & horizental plane.
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The same is true of the keyed beam, Unless there was also & trep
door and ladder, the basement had to be entered by stairs from the
west walkwey outside,

The stairs were 4,0' x 4,66' wide, with treads 1.1', and risers 0.8°,
Both treads and risers were plank-covered,

Dr. Dick's single deep test was in the south corner of the
basement, wvhere &t a depth of 5 feet he felt he had found the
Bent floor, In & sense he had, since the scorched surface was
veneered by an adobe wesh left from the "grout” in which the Stagecoach
period floor joists were set, The Stacoach floor was missing in
the south and east corners, except &8s crumbled ruffle in the east,
Dr. Dick's interpretation of his test was accurate in that the
folk of the Stagecoach and Cattle periods dumped their debris in
this "Pit," The Stagecoach floor was covered with iron lmplements,
most of which was from egricultural mechinery and coach vheels, and
a leather shoe with sguare toe,

The split-level pit became evident only after scraping down around

the floor above, It first showed as & black corner (rounded, as
usual), Removal of the penultimate floor revealed a pit 8.5' x 9,5,
not guite parallel to the basement, The primary fumetion of this

pit wvas for the storage of wooden barrels, The charred remains of
fourteen such barrels were found plus two brass bibecocks, The diameters
of the barrels were 1.,65', In addition to the barrels and spigots,
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mmdreds of variegated gless trade beads, a spade, a fireplace tile with
pre-1829 glaze, a cartouch case, and seven flintloeks were recovered.
Everything vas severely burned or charred {ineluding fabric-lined bungs).
By peeling back the adobe coating the scorched discoloretion extended
scross the floor of the basement as well, but not the walls,

Vest 4 was obvicusly the largest of several storege rooms., It is doubtful
that the other items listed above belonged to the pit, but the barrels
unquestionably did, There must have been more in the basement then
barrels (vhether for vinegar, wine, or spirits) if this is the “sub-
terranean storehouse where Tete Rouge and the clerk spent two hours
gathering supplies”. The ground level floor must have been shelf-
lined. There vas probably & wooden floor across the basement, but the
cormer supports probably extended to the mein ceiling since this was
a long room beneath & second story, There is indirect evidence that
the roof of the basement was plastered vwhile; numerous large pieces
of gray adobe plaster with white coatings were recovered from the pit.
These all contained impressions of latias and larger beams as well,
This would probably have been more necessary in the basement than at
the ground floor, or the room sbove vhere more light was available,

Room W5. In 1954 theve was much question about where to measure
from and to where, but the dimensions recorded as 22,0(?)' x 19.0(?)'.
Our measurements in 1964 were 21,.33' x 17.0'

There was no remnént of the Cattle period in this room for Stagecoach
period materials were revealed in the first level, The plank-ande
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Joist floor was ezsily traced out, with the jolsts laid from W to SE,
An extraordinary thick west corner can only be explained as the remnant
of & chimmey foundation for the fireplace direetly above. The Abert
sketeh does indieste a chimmey for the second story room at this
location,

After removing the Stagecoach period floor, the usual ashes and scorched
awmddnhus-lw. Charred wood as was relatively light.
A slumped, circular area was immediately apparent, even before the
entire Bent floor vas cleaned off. This later proved to be & sub-
floor pit. The floor itself had two probable roof-support posts, but
not symmetrically located, Ome was next to the edge of the SW wall,
end the other was on a stone base, in line with the other, but well in
from the NE wall, Like W3, there was ailong thin slot in the center,
but closer to the southwest wall, nm@ﬁmmmmw,
vhich is at right angles to the wood-filled slot in W3,

The pit was shaped like & rounded capitel "D" with the straight edge
against the northwest wall, It was 9.4' x 10,6' by L. M4 deep, Only
a small amount of bone was recovered from the 111, although there were
several irregular blocks of limestone, some burned, on the floor. Like
the pit in W3, this one suggests a temporary cache pit early in Bent's
period vhich was filled in and floored over later. The pit was earlier
than the Bent floor, but younger than the sub-wall trench which it
intruded, This trench contained ashes, and also went under the floor
of Room W6, and into the open area beyond W6, The 1954 exploratory
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trench along the inside of the cuter W wall was directly above but
never cut &s deep as the trench,

Except for size Room W5 would seem to offer the same altermatives
of use-pattern as Room W3, It is fairly certain that there vas a
chimmey foundation in the west corner of W5, but if there was ever
& fireplace the Stagecoach period removed most of what remained., In
my opinion there never wvas a fireplace at the growmd floor in this

room,

Room W6. This is & confusing little room, if room it really wes.

Dr, Dick determined its dimensions &t 12,0' x 9.0' in 195k, A

decade later we measuved it as 10.66' x 10.15', but were uncertain
vhat to regard as the front (8E) wall. The front wall st 12.0°

would be the 1954 exploretory trench. The floor, at the highest level,
was paved with edobe bricks laid flat, The sizes varied somewhat but
averaged 9' x 16' x &', Most bricks were broken, those fronting on
the Plaza being best preserved., The disturbing aspect here is that the
brieck floor seems identical on each side of the 1954 exploratory trench
except for height! It could have been an extensive paved stoop, or a
patio. If so, it might have served as a wash house, with little or
no emphesis on the "house.” It's immediate proximity to Pit §2 would
meke this identification plausible, The floor is younger than the
diteh in back, but since all floors at the site ave apparently so, this
is not too significant.



There were two earlier levels of occupation, the higher of which

could possibly qualify as a poorly preserved floor, I feel that

both were simply open occupation levels, probably not floored, and
that the paving was added late in the Bent period., If the pave-

ment is up-dated into the Stagecoach period, it becomes less likely
%o have been a wash area, Pit 72 1s unquestionably a cistern: and
it is equally certain that it is Bent,

Pit f2. This pit was found as & result of excavating Stagecoach
period post holes, When it became evident that several posts showed
disturbance in their sides and bottoms, the area was hoed down
gradually and swept. After a few such shavings a circulsr feature
appeared, Excavation showed that it was a straight-sided pit

9.85' in diameter and 7.5' deep. From level & to level 1? a partial
cave-in was evident. At the bottom of the pit the matural grevel had
been covered with an exotic clay. This could only have

been to enable the pit to hold water either in or out., If the latter
was the purpose, it would have served as another cache pit, but if
the gravel at the base ever served as an aquifer, I suspect that the
walls would have had to be clay-coated also, My feeling is that it
vas & cistern associated with the weeh room in W6, A door leading
through the outer northwest wall, with the remains of a stoop out-
side is enigmatic at this stage,



Room W[, This room was regarded in 1954 as an off-set corner of
"Room SWS." @inee I found no convineing evidence of such a room,

I can only offer the observation thet the northeast wall of W6 was
elearly in evidence although cut through at the north and east corners,
We determined the dimensions to be 6.12' by 6.12', The floor showed
evidence of discoloretion from fire, as did the inner edges of the
walls, Artifacts were meager, since the floor space was so small,
Beyond this, there is little that can be sfid with any confidence in
the vay of interpretation. If there was a smokehouse present, this
gtructure would make an excellent candidate.

The Walkvays apparently were just that, as there was no evidence to
suggest planks, There was a subtle, but noticable difference
between the walkweys associsted with each row of rooms. On the east,
;mwmuoeksmnwmw.mem,
extends from & point opposite the north cormer of Room E5 to the
jumetion with the south walkway. The stones are six feet inside to
seven feet outside from the edge of the front walls of the east rooms.
This provided a six foot width of welking space. A layer of gravel
overlain with sand comstituted the walloamy itself, Protection from
the sun and from direct rain was provided by an overhang which was
supported by posts seated on the limestone blocks. To prevent water
from seeping under the wallway a drain diteh 1.3' x 0.21' deep was dug
at the edge of the line of stonmes. This was filled with loose sand
and covered with planks, The latter probebly served also to resist
erosion from the water yHjcn dripped from the edge of the overhang.
32



The wallvay made & right angle turn before the south row, but & single
stone post-support offset &t 45 indicates that the overhang was beveled
as shoun in the Abert sketeh,

The south row wallnmy differed in two respects from that of the east;

the stone post-supports were not uniformly spaced for the south, and the
drain ditch was covered in places with adobe bricks as well as boards,

In front of Room S the walkway incorporated the stairvay to the

Billiard Room. The stair landing is 4.5' x 3.8' and extended 15.8' to 19.7'
from the wvall of the south roams. There is a narrow (0.5'), shallow
(0.3") tremch vhich runs from the east edge of the stair landing to

the west corner of Room E3. This trench has not yet been interpreted,
The drein diteh does not simply join that of the west row, but imtersects
with it and continues to the south corner of Room WS,

The west wallwey differs from the others in that smmll stone post
supports were recessed in the ground, so that only the post holes and
molds are visible. Execept for pot hunting disturbance in front of Room
Wi, the line of posts and the drain diteh arve contimuous fom the south
wvallwvay to that of the north., The drain trench wes first encountered
on this side, vhere the sand.fill was less adulterated with silt and
therefore more striking. It was covered with wood planking all the way,
but became badly charred before Rooms W3 and W2,

The north wvalkwey is definite only for that half west of the GCate. Again,
there were subtle differences, The posts were larger, set on larger
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limestone supports vhich were recessed deeper in the ground; the drain
tube wes deepest before Rooms W2 and N2, deeper in fact then the west
diteh, As the drain ditch extended southeast it became shallow and

surfaced in front of Room Ni for a total length of 17.6'. The drvain
ditch eontained sand which contained a greet deal of silt. The posts
were 0,6' in ddemeter and were 6.6' apart, center to center.

A valiowey wvas in evidence in front of the north rooms, but there ves
no evidence of an overhang., The sidewalk was simply & seven foot wide
stratum of the local reddish gravel overlain by ashes, conglomerete
scorched rubble, and a yellov gravel walkway of the Stagecoach period.

The Fur Press, it hes alweys been felt, was located at, or near,
the center of the Plaza, Of a total of three documented references
to it ome neglects to imply a loeation, but the other two speeify
the center of the courtyard, Dr, Dick apparently had run out of time
or had not really scheduled a test for this feature, He did place
one of his charecteristic 1.5' x 2.5' x 1.0' pick-mattock "pits"” near
one of the post holes, So near in fact that it cut into the scorched
mold of @ horizontal bean which comnected the two in-line posts below
the surface., In so amall a test it would have looked little different
from the 0,3' average depth of scorched conglomerate wvhich covers the
Plaza of the 1849-1859 period level.

There are three posts, each rather massive (see Plate 21), Two are
aligned northeast southwest 9,5' epart, edge to edge, and 11.0' apart
center to center, They were joined 0,15' below ground by & horizontal
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beam, The dismweter of the southwest post mold is 1.%' and set 2.4' deep.
The opposite post mold is 1.4' in diameter and 1.4 deep. Making ean
scute right triangle the third post was 11.2' northwest of the first,
vas 1.54' wide, and 1.44' deep. A builders' trench 0.8' x 15.0' was
first made, partly to ease the heavy timbers into position, and probably
to arrange some sort of fitting between the two upright posts which
were at the ends of the horizontal timber,

The fur press is probably & later addition at the fort. It cuts across
a disturbed area, This latter feature camnot be fully excavated
without obliterating the press. R‘O".m'mumtiulﬁo
dig & eireular pit 3.3' wide to an, as yet, undetermined depth.

Little material of use or index value has been recovered from it. It
might possibly the remant of an early well, a cache pit, or even
& flag pole bese,

The distance of the press from the west row of roams is 38.6', from
the eabt 34,47, from the south 39.2', and from the north kb0,

The Passageway. At the east corner of the Plaza & passage to the Immer
Corral is formed by the northeast wall of Room E5, and the southwest
walls of Rooms N6 and N7, It is k.5 wide and 23.0' long; the length
is determined by the width of northeast terminus of the east walkwey,
There are two good Bent levels, both containing ashes. During the
Stagecoach period it was apparently of advantage to raise the level
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of the Passageway floor. Adobe bricks were laid flat on top of scorched
conglomerate and ashes, By this time the levels of the Plaza and

Inner Corral had also become elevated by the accumlation of debris.

It may have been the relative softness of the £ill that inspired the
limited use of paving., A similar phenomenon at a higher level apparently
vas a Cattleman period effort to make some use of fallen wall,

It had been assumed that the purpose of this feature was to bring
cargo wegons, psck animals, ete, from the Plaza to the Inner Corval,
It became evident, however, that no such wagon could negotiate the
Passagevay, and it seems doubtful if it could really enter the Gate,
Even & pack horse would probably have to be unloaded to get through
without sbrading the packs, If it was for strictly emergency use

to bring snimals from & vulnerable location to one of relative safety,
sald enimals would probably not be carrying packs! This corridor
would provide convenient access between the Plaza and the Bast Tower
or Immer Corral for persons on foot.

The Tower Bastions. These towers are not properly rooms which can be

assigned to & row of the compound. They were designed to function as
citadels, but in actuality they were used more as arsenals,

The East Tower was campletely excavated in 1954, the artifacts deposited
with the State Historical Society of Colorsdo in Demver., Dr, Dick
found the structure to heve an inside dismeter of 16,00', with walls
2.2 thick, He also found & trench 0.8' wide and deep and 15.7'
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in length, He did not find it to extend to the southwest well, nor
to exit through the east arc, and could not interpret it as a drain

(for publieation).

Dr. Dick placed the entrance to the Tower high in the wall shared with
Room N7, I have studied the photograph and the wall and find no
indication of a sealed door. He found Stagecoach period fill above
adobe rubble, sterile £111, end then 0.6' of cherred 111 over an
adobe floor, His notes in Denver also reveal that he found six
large post-holes averaging 1.0' in diameter. The Tower, after
excavation and recordation, was backfilled by machine,

m1963m&wrmmwmmdhnltoma
cautious outlook., The dimensions were indéed 16,0' in diemeter, with
walls 2,2' thick, The trench, however was obvicusly a drain which
made an exit through the east arc of the wall (see Plate 19). The
orifice had been & box of cut limestone turned northwerd at an angle,
The confusion resulted, no doubt, from the fact that the top stone
had collapsed and blocked the square orifice. There were actually 22
post holes in the floor of the Tower., In view of the fact that a
cannon vas mounted (albeit & small one) in this tower which fired
salutes to visiting dignitaries, Indien Chiefs, ete. (in lieu of any
bona fide exeitement), these supports were probably necessary floor
supports, The doorvay was not from Room N7, in my opinion, but from
the Imner Corral, MNost of the southwest "wall” wes simply compact
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adobe with excavations on either side. The door way is 6.22' wide,
vhich is adeguate for two-way traffic under duress. A sealed opening
beyond the outer north-east protective wall is indicated on the Boggs
sketch (see Historical Section, Plate 2) and identified as a "coal
hole,"” This term has long been used by many people to refer to any
dark, black opeming. Such & folk tradition does not preclude the
possibility of coal being psssed through here, but in the absence of
eny other evidence of cosl, it does make it unlikely,

In exmmining the artifacts from this feature stored with the Calorado
State Historieal Society, I was impressed by the mmber of whetstomes,
These were of & very fine-greined, compact sandstone usually of
brick-size and shape., All showed signs of extensive use. There

s also & fair mmber of ox-yoks pins, mest-hooks, and & saall
"nozzle" from a powder flask, Unfortunately no indication of depth

or association was included with these artifacts. If of Bent provenience,
the vhetstones indicete that the cutlasses and pikes were kept sharp
even vhen there was no opportunity to use them,

The West Tower tests conducted in 1954 failed to find any more than the
beginning of the ave where it joined the outer northwest vall, It

vas not until the southwest quarter of the loop road was blocked off
that test trenmches could be cut across it, There, under and past the
eignammaumwnun&amxm&'mm. The
cuter edge of the wall was crumbled and the thickness varied comsiderably,
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but the inner edge was well marked by the scorched discoloration. Jo
floor features were found other then the fire blackened adobe floor
itself, The bulk of the associated material was comprised of the charred
remains of & wagon bed (see Plate 20)., The diameter, measured from
the inside north cormer,

INNER CORRAL

This feature suggests a right triangle in plan, but is actually
assymmetrical in detail, At the northeast the "spex" is a straight
wall 8,4'" long, of which 6.22' is the door to the Bast Tower. The
height and westerly leg is formed by the 128.7' long back (SE) wall of
the east row of rooms, The hypotenuse is the outer east wall, which
is 132.55' from the East Tower to Room Alpha, This trianguloid plan
is interrupted by the intrusions of Room SEl-A and

the “"shed" sketched by Abert in the south corner from Room Alpha to
the Gate. There is no firm evidence of this feature, which would
indicate thet it was less substantial then the rooms of the Compound.

Four trenches were found in this enclosure, three of which must be
attributed to the Bent period. One of these has a length of 63.0°,

is 1.3' - 1.5' wvide, and slopes from an elevation of 19.46' at

the north, to 18.93' at the south, vhere it intersects. At one time it
was, in places, wood covered, At the south it joins with another trench
which is of similar width and depth and extends from the west inside

*
eroded to 8.8.



corner of Room South 7 to an "L" 6.2' - 9.1' cutside the outer east
vall, The former trench was used, and lengthemed, in Stagecoach times
but was not as deep, nor did it join with the other tvemch. The latter
trench paralleled the inside of the back walls of the south rooms, the
outside of the fromt wall of Room Alpha, and underneath and beyond the
east outer wvall, This trench wes abandoned during Bent's period, for
all but the lowest laminme of floor plaster were undisturbed by it, and
in Room SEl-A it is sealed over with plaster, Another old trench is

& small one at the base of the outer east wall, extending from the south
edge of the gate to the trench in fromt of Room Alpha, It is below the
1954 exploratory trench, and is 53.3* x 1.2' x 0,35' deep. The remaining
trench is obviously intrusive, and profiles show it to be later than
the features in contact with it, This is & narrov trench extending
from the northeast wall of Rm, SHl-A diagonally past the first-mentiomed
trench, under the outer wall, joining & parallel trench outside. This
trench contained small vertical posts and was probebly Cattle period
in time,

The Bent level is marked by & compacted clay, ashy grey in color, with
mmmlg.ss;. Mumerous post holes were found,
mostly in the higher levels, Above this level is & lamina of ash,
inconsistent in thickness and distribution, which is in turn overlaid
by molted burned £111. Above this is scattered adobe fragments. A
short half-wall of adobe bricks, one brick in width, was built in Stage-
coach times 6,5' south of the tower, This wall is only 3.8' long (5.5'

from the present wall surface) and may have supported & gate to a small pen.
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This feature was measured to be 22,0' in 1954 and 1964, Dr, Diek
conjectured that the east rooms were razed to facilitate vehicular
traffic through this gate during the Stagecoach period. HNothing

in the profiles across this feature indicate that there was ever a
wall here, either removed or broken through., Rather, there is the
sterile native soil at the bottom, an occupation zone with a scorched
surface, light soil and solian overburden which has become compacted,
and at the very top, the 1955 adobe bricks, Since the edges had
mmw«n«,mmmmmmummmm
ety On this basis it is suggested that the Stagecoach period
saw & remodeling of an earlier feature, not the comstruction of & new

one.,
THE ALLEY, BILLIARD ROOM, & ROOM ALPHA

The term "alley" is somewhat misleading insofar as it comnotes an
uninterrupted, open-ended corridor. It was & corridor 15.00' wide
between the Wagon Room and the south row of rooms, but neighervend
was entirely free from obstruction. At the easterly end of the Alley
was Room Alpha, It was not possible to distinguisk a definite wall
separating this room from the Alley because of a packed clay floor
vhick appeared to be contimious for both festures. Commmication
between the Alley and the Immer Courtyard was by meens of a gate, with
heavy wood sill, 8.,0' wide. This gate wes placed between the south
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‘comner of Room SEl-A and the north corner of Room Alpha. There was a
recognizable floor level for the Alley throughout its length, Behind
Room Sk there vas & wall the width of one adobe brick., This wall was
3.3' southeast of & line even with the inside west comer of Ra, Sk,
This wall did not completely block the Alley at this point, however, for
there was a doorvay 2.8' in it with posts for jambs. The west end of
the Alley, like the west end of the Wagon Room, contains mumerous post
holes at various levels, and are most mmerous behind Room 57, This
is as it should be, since this is where the Billierd Room was located.
It might well be asked, why post supports in the Wagon Room too? Ome
possible answer is space; 20,00 x 16,00' would have been more then
ample for quarters, but barely adequate as & gathering place.

The Billiard Room might have extended at least partly over the west

end of the Wagon Room. This, however, runs counter to the Abert sketches!=
If this topogrephicel engineer can be credited with accurate observations
anyvhere, it should be here, where all four sides were exposed and vhere
he himself must have spent some time. The room would have required
enough support posts underneath to preclude vehicular treffic., A gravel
mmmmwﬂmmtmnmmtmmum
would have been at this end in any event, since the access is even more
Limited between the West Tover to the west and Room W5 and S7 to the nor¥h.

Room Alpha was missed altogether in 195k and its discovery a decade later
came as & surprise. It remains at least partially enigmtic for at least
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two reasons; 1) it camnot be given strict dimensions because of the
absence of firm wall evidence on the northwest, 2) a room in such a
location would be part of the structure sketched by Abert, extending
from the site of the Bast Gate to the Wagon Room, but it was separeted
from both by a substantial wall, There was a Stagecoach floor in this
room, but it was almost certainly & larger addition to the older Alpha,
The two main roof supports for the Stagecoach roof were two large posts
set deeply, resting on shaped limestone blocks 1.6' x 2.4 x 0,5'. The
best preserved portion of the late floor was that in the "Beta" section
some twelve to seventeen feet north-west of the east outer wall, Horse
shoes and "late" mule shoe, harness, ete, were associated, Above this
level were several laminae of manure,

Beneath the wood floor of the Stagecoach period was & burned earthen
floor. The scorched marks of this floor merged with those on the
northeast wall. There wvas a pattern of six (?) light posts of juniper.
If these posts can be assumed to have been centrally located, their
position relative to the east outer wall indicates a room 60,15' (NE
vall) x 16,00, by 63.0°%58, | |

A second prepared earth was found directly below which showed no evidence

of burning at all., The suypport post pattern was only slightly different
and there wvas no difference in post type. The room size indicated is
identical,
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This feature is chisel, or burin-shaped with average inside dimensions
of 18.0* x 160,0', There was & doorway 3.3' wide in the northwest
vall (see Plate 18), It is possible that there mmy have been a door
in the opposite end as well, but the loop road destroyed the foundations
there, It would seem unlikely that there was & door in the southeast
wall since none of the sketches indicate one, It is certain that wegons
could not have been brought in from the Alley, for this is where the
walls are highest. On the southwest, the wall is very low and access
could easily have been provided for. Whether this was intentional or
not is speculative; the south cormer is missing altogether and the
wvest cormer is equally low., The pre-excavation surfece indicated a
sharp slope downverd, indicsting that man and nature had sculpted it so.
If wagons were parked in this festure, it would have had to be from the
Main Corral side simply because it was impossible from the Alley. The
westerly quarter of the room had too many posts at the same floor level
to have permitted heavy cargo wegons to park, The eastern two-thirds
had a sparser post-pattern, however,

The Wagon Room wes not among the earliest features at the site,

A defile extended from almost the northeast edge of the Alley (in
the east) to within & yard of the southwest wall of the Wagon room,
and extending from the West Tower to & point behind Room SE1-A!
Before use could be made of this area, it had first to be filled in
and levelled, This was, of course, done. The northeast wall may
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once have been the back wall of the fort, for it wes built to conform
with the contours of the defile, rather than across the top of the
rubble £111, The £111 consisted of adobe wasters, which indicates
that considerable construction had already taken place., The bottom
of the rubble undulates, but the top was levelled off and compacted.
These wasters are of broken bricks made chiefly of the gray adobe.
A blue cast is given to the gray floor level by compaction, The
west third shows a progressively shallower profile and also & heavier
amount of charcoal and scorched over-burden,

THE MAIN CORRAL

Execept for the Ice House, no other phase of the project has caused
more high hopes, disappointment, resignation, bewilderment, and general
frustration than this one. Hope was initially high because Dr. Dick
vas believed to have picked up the wall in several places in line with
the outer east wall of the fort. Several lines-of-sight based on the
alignment of the latter wall failed to reveal anything convineing
¢ither in plan or profile, Correspondence with Dr. Dick reveals that
he found two or three discolored areas in small tests performed during
part of e day, as well as several other tests in the same line which

showed nothing,

Much later, tests benmeath the erown of the loop road revealed & sube
stantial wall vhich erossed into the field beyond, twmned, and behaved
otherwise like a corral wall, It was not at all in accord with the
Abert sketch, however, Instead of continuing off of the outer east
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wall it wvas set back some eight feet from the south corner of the Wagon
Room, and is then generally parallel with the Compound and not with
the Imner Corral! The width of this wall varies from 1.2' near the
Wagon Room to 0.95' where it makes a south corner., The back, or south-
west wall is not really parvellel, being 129.25' on the south east and
123.2' near the center. Since all of these remmsnts were shallow,
very little cultural materisl was recovered and these are of necessarily
tenuous provenience., In short, the identification of this feature is
vulnerable to challenge, The land across the loop road hes enjoyed

no such sanctuary as that afforded the fort proper, but had been under
cultivation for decades. A very considerable amount of disturbance has
obliterated almost all of the historic grede in the Main Corral. From
the corral side of the Wagon Room wall, the surface can be traced only
to 2.4', It is easily recognized, since it too wes scorched by the 1849
fire, Subsequently excavations have cut curb-like banks in a2t least two
separate operations. Since these follow the plan of the road, both
are probably early phases of its comstructiom.

The ground elevation is therefore lower in the field than at the fort.
Dr, Dick hes expressed his complete faith in the Abert sketch, especially
as regards the Main Corral, The sketches themselves could be inter-
preted either way due to the angle of view and differential wall heights.
The plan drewings based on Abert's sketches ere quite definite in
showing the correl parallel with the Inner Corral, In the meantime, we
2 beve this sorval-1ike festure to consider,
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THE TRASH DUMP

To date, no documentary reference to this feature has been found,
- Unfortunately, the entire frontage before the fort had been bladed
down during the decade preceding excavation. Barly trenches (TIN,
2, & 3) testing the avea in front of, and just east of the main gate
wvere fruitless, later tests showed that the lower levels were still
extent faerther north and east, and even extended past the loop road.

From the remnants, the dump was at least 123 feet long x 57 to 78
feet wide and probably was always at lsast thirty feet from the fort
walls, This was not such an offensive situation as it might appear;
even at these bottom-most remants the profiles show lenses of ashes
and charred material, Nothing, it seems, was simply dumped and left,
but was probably incinerated lmmedistely. This means that the odor
of trash fires was fairly constant.

Mr, Baldridge, the former owmer of the adjecent land recalls that

vhen the bulldozer levelled the dumyp area large quantities of leather
harness, glass, and general hardware wes pushed out into the fields,
The greatest damage in this case was to remove all of the material which
accumilated during the Cattlemen and Stagecoach periods, and apparently
most of the later Bent materials as well, Even under this circumstance
the amount of culturel material has been considereble. Trade beads,
clay pipe fragments, parts of the hardware of guns, etc., have been as
frequent here as anyvhere, plus such unigue items as a lead plug for
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u%ﬁwwmmman I. Du Pont black
powder, and clay pipes of unfamiliear design.



1. All elevations are relative to N.P.S, Brass Cap "D", wvhich was
arbitrarily elevated at plus 20,00 feet, Actually it falls somevhere
between 3990 and 4010 feet above mean sea-level.

2, All references to the 1954 excavation are based either on personal
commmunications with Dr. Herbert Dick, or on his article "Exeavation

of Bent's Fort" The Colorado Magasine, Vol. XXXIII, No. 3, July 1956,
PP 131-1%.

3. References to documented oecurrences, descriptions, statements,
sketches, photographs, ete., are based on discussions with and compilations
by Park Historian Stinson.



The photographs used fn this section weve taken by the
archealogioal staff with 1" x 5° negatives. These negetives are
muiered by chranoloieal seouence end are permnemily filed ot
Bortt's Old Port Hntionsl Historde Site. Cut £ilm (Passtomie-l,
Plus-X, and Royal Pan) wes weed for sl photo's, above $310,
Hurbered contset prints are arrenged by subject 86 & Croos-lmdex,
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Prepeced by

daciaon V., loore, Jr.

Duight F. Stinson, Jr.




The following susmry is provided to sndlyse certain hey pointe brought
out in the iistorieal md Archeologtenl fute ssetions of this repeart.

It is confined to items hewing @ Alreet bering oo the basie eppeurence
of the Faurt Guring the Bent Period, Detailed arahoologtes) smelysis is
necesserily deferred to the fisel report wiich will be subwdtbed st the

capldetion of the present project.

do Jst Ovtn

VISKRIGAL: Doowentsry evidence muggeats thet a large gete in the redn
engt wall, providing cocess to the Dmer Corsel, wos @
origlnel featwre of the Fort. (See Bistoricsl Dete Section,
Pages 29-30)

ABCHERAGION,: The resems for suggesting thet this feature 1o an orightmel

feature dating at least to "late” Bemt are given on Page Ml
of the Archeologioal Deta feetion, If this wee 2 later
modification of & seetion of salid well, the profile chould
have shows & seetian of dlstwbed wll, & builder's dtteh
where 1t wes tom out, or at leest the shosnce of & Bent
moface ot all, Ve hove nelther of the forees pheucenn
et v do bmwe o scorched surface, act sasoclabed with sny
wall remant, wdch ie contiguons to the Dent level of the
Tmer Correl.



8o _Meg Tete

ABGEGLOGICNL: Theve we oo reesun to suspect the extstence of this feeture

before its diseovery. As deseribed in the Avchoolngienl [wts
fevtics, it wes awhored in the south corner of Rooe HELA
end in the north corner (So the extent that it com be
deterstned) of Soomm Alpha, The excavetion for sveting the
sill fs ftself Intruasive o a wide, Irvegdar diteh shich
eontained, st & higher Jovel, & row of sedl (0,35' diem,)
Juiper posts, This gate franily detwbs me, and 1t
camert be glven flm provenience bechuse it wes lacking

4 vertical profile, The entive south coower of the compound
lnched mxch & profile outeide the valls, emcopt Qe ensterly
holf of Roos Alphai this wag due to the conclve eomriour of
e eroded surftce 8t gramd level,

he best besis for aseribing this gete to “late” Demt is the
associstion with thot gpeade lewsi.

Idttle hus bees losuwmed fros historieal sources comcorning
the sres in question, Nowever, as discussed on Fege 30 of
the etorica) Imts Section, it ic bolleved that sme type
of passageey betveen the Inmer Corral and the Alley existed
in the Alphe ayes, There may well have beem & gate to
prevendt aatmels froe vorduring ooxd the poosasney.



de Eite

these featiwes also comp 83 & muprise, mzept the madn
basemnt of Room W, At jesst tlwoe types of pits ame
represented: voom fentawes (Pits 1, b, and 5, poesibly
9), etstern (pit 2}, & stovege (3,6,7,0). Pt 9 fo vether
resaar and stralght walled at, even g0, it prombly ves
dug shply foe the Algposal of detrls during prepesution

T pits which ceenr in Rooms oh, 95 & 6 (wingle pit), end
2, md V5 mre midentitioble. Only mell smunts of Son-
trtex rEberial wo recoversd fran soy of them, but with
the possible cxosption of Vi, they appear eerly, She pit
dbrred Wy 55 oud 96 wnderlies the wall dividing them. Other
then these facts, there s no ancheslogical Msls for

“. inberpretation,

EISNRICAL: It is posaible thet in the latter part of 1043, Demt,
B, Veads & Co, wes chilged to constivet storege pits
st Bwt's Fort fn which to stove & lage mwust of U, S,
lrgy provisions.
G fugust 23, 1943 the Copeny contscted with the U, O,
ey Cmrtemmster Departmmt to, recedve &t testport,
suoand



and tremsport the seme to Bemt's Yort where it (The Company)

would be responsible,

to delivery,

u.

As events turned cut, The Seota Fe Bscort déid not vinter ot
the Fort, However, proof that the provisions were indeed

stoped there may be found in the fset thet the frmy found

itsels with 35,000 pounds of provisions on its hands, In
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My of 154h, Major R, B, lee of the Jubsistence Department

wote to his superiors;

ves dince the return of the Senta Fe escort,
I bave lost no opportunity to effeet & sale

;ﬁ“ﬂ:&”pﬂ.%um
The provisions were finelly used in the summy of 1545 by
the Kpermy Dpedition which included Captain P, ., Ceorme
Coolms, commender of the ‘emta Je iscort fur whome they

vere origimally intended, Hosany spprosched Dent's Port
under the pale of a disquieting rumer thet the oupslies

had been spofled or used up.” On July 29 the colum srrived
at the Fort and Cooke vas petified to find “the provisions
1n perfect preservation, (Tee slsc ilistoriesl 'wta Yection,
Fages 9«50 for daie on Oubtervensan oo, )

5, Use of Rooms

The eonelusions resched a8s to probeble use of ground floor
roome ave found on Diegrem 3, Page O, Historieal Data
Gection.

Ho mroheologion) evidence haa been discovered to date to
refute the conclusions resehed as to use of rooms,
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Main Corral
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plan of Fort, Trash Dump, &
Corral Areas

Seale: 1 inch equals 40 feet



thing at the Fort clte 12 the DAR momswmt, lossted ner the northeast
corner of the Yort., As & DAR mesber stated in waflsttering terss, ",..

‘theve in nothing left but & gatewsy, & mwmment snd @ pile of dtra’ 2%

In the eerly Fifties, the Jtate of Coloreds begsn to shov an interest
in the ¥ort site, and in 1953, condueted & belef experimentsl exce-
vation, A newspeper ites noted;

During the years may loberested persons have dux

Mterted el T (e
In April, 1954, the DAR domated the site to the Dtute Historienl fuedety
of Golovedo,?® Under the Sectety's susplees, s brief sreheclogical
explovstory murvey direeted by Dr, Herbest W, Diek, wis sondueted betwees
June 20 end Judy 23, 199, Maving exposed moot of the foumdation, the
site was then beok-filled, and & lov adsbe wall erected to partially out-
line the Port, This wall was still staaling vhen the Motiowa) Park fervice
took over the sdministration of Best's 014 Fert atiemal Historie Site m
Mok 15, 1963759



3. PATS

I. BOOGS - Bemt's Fort in 10h4.45
Fhoto - State Historiesl fociety of Colorado
BECL - Hegetive f1522

Ortginal Dreving by Vill Bogps drewm efves 1903,
II, BOGGS - Demt's Fort in 18W.b5 ‘
Photo - State Soetety of Colorado
BROL - Hegmtive
dranding by VIl Bogge deawm edves 1903,

to Plate I except the swrounding terrein
‘hnh-ml.

III, BOGGS - Demt's Fort inm 184k.45
Fhoto - Vestern History Collection, Deaver Public
MO - Usgative 1525

Coe - Similor in essemtial details to Pistes I end 1.

m&.“’o“ﬁw
on the

IV, ABERT - Bent's Fort in 1549
Photo - Litesry of Comgress
u.wﬁm

These two dravings were & part of ANERT's 1845 Report.




Vi, IBAN - Dent's Fort in 10L6

{he following three plates will bhe commeuted on as & growm,
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BENT'S FORT IN 18LL4-L5

(Boggs)
Photo - State Historical Society of Colorado

(BEOL Neg. #1522)
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. BENT'S FORT IN 18Uk-L5
(Boggs)
Photo - State Historical Society of Colorado
(BEOL Neg. #1526)
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BENT 'S FORT IN 18LL4-45

(Boggs)

Photo - Denver Public Library,
Western History Collection

(BEOL Neg. #1525)

BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF BENT’S FORT, COLORADO, IN 1844
A Trader's Post on the Arkansas. Conducted by Bent Bros. & St. Vrain, all of St. Louis, Mo.

~¥UARAL FOR STOCK
- Earay

INDIAN CAA P

Interior View of Old Fort Bent sketched
from memory by W. M. Boggs of Napa City,
California, who passed the winter of 1844 i
at the Fort, trading for Buffalo robes, in com-
pany with William Bent, Tom Boggs, Kit o= 3
Samn, George Bent and Captain Ceran St.

rain.

Bent’s Old Fort, sketched from memory by W. M. Boggs.
Courtesy of Denver Public Library, Western History Collection.
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BENT'S FORT IN 1845

(Abert)
Photo - Library of Congress

(BEOL Neg. #1530)
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A. STATEMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL EVIDENCE REVEALING HISTORIC FURNISHINGS

The total destruction of Bent'!s 0ld Fort precludes the gathering of

furnishings evidence from the structure itself.

Careful study of surviving original walls in Plates XIV, XVI, and

XVII, Historical Data Section, predictably falls also to shed light

on furnishings. The only evidence of possible interest to the historic
interior of Bent's Fort in these photographs is the apparent seam in
the adobe wall shown in Plate XVI. It is impossible, however, to eval-
uate this feature from a photograph. Careful first-hand examination
and a knowledge of the location of the seam would be needed to determine

its structural or decorative relevance.

It is a local tradition that structural members of Bent's Fort were

carried off by nearby ranchers for use in their own buildings during

the Cattle Period, 1881-188L4. Such cannibalizing no doubt included

wooden elements of the Fort such as door and window frames, as well as
adobes. Theoretically, thus, it should be possible to locate such
elements of the original structure for the purpose of study for furnishings

evidence.

The fact that Bent?!s Fort was dismantled after its burning by Bent in
1849, when it is likely that many of its original wooden features were
destroyed, and after its period of use as a stage station, when much

replacement and repair took place, would make such a search for original



members a doubtful undertaking. If found, it would be difficult,
lacking comparative evidence, to determine with certainty the period
of origin for the feature. Evidence that might be present relevant
to furnishings, such as marks indicating window coverings, would be

similarly difficult, if not impossible, to evaluate.

In conclusion, the potential usefulness of such evidence does not
promise to be sufficient to merit a strenuous effort to locate such

possible surviving features.



B. STATEMENT OF ARCHEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE REVEALING HISTORIC FURNISHINGS

The findings of the extensive archeological project at Bent's Fort
provide the only unchallengeable documentation for its higoric furnish-
ings and those structural elements of the building relevant to its

interior detailing.

HEATING DEVICES: From the results of this excavation it may be con-

cluded with certainty that Bent's Fort was heated by fireplaces. Five
such features were located in the north row of rooms; three in the east
section; six on the south; and, significantly, none on the west. The
location of fireplaces is strong evidence in determining the various

uses of the rooms.

Evidence of heating devices on the second story is, of course, not
obtainable from archeological evidence save for the single instance in

W5, where a thick wall at the ground level indicates support for a fire-
place on the floor above in Room UW5. This is borne out by the Abert
drawing (Plate VII) which shows a chimney at the south end of the upper
west row of rooms. Speculating that any additional heating facilities

in the upper rooms would have been located to take advantage of the flues
and chimneys needed for the ground level fireplaces, it might be concluded

that only UEL also possessed the comfort of heating.

Refurnishing research and planning should not rule out the possible use

of braziers or other portable heating devices in some otherwise apparently



unheated rooms, and should also endeavor to account in some way for the
apparent chimney shown in the Abert drawing (Plate VII), located at the
north end of the west second-story structure, as well as for the two
chimney-like elements abutting what appears to be the billiard room in

both the Hughes and Inman sketches (Plates V and VL).

LIGHTING DEVICES & WINDOW TREATMENT: The results of the excavation at

Bent's Fort have not produced any evidence of lighting devices, or, as
has been mentioned previously, decorative window treatment. The
discovery of pieces of flat glass at the Bent level, in Rooms N5, SEIlA,
and S2, may produce the conclusion that windows were glazed rather

than having been covered with such frontier expedients as oiled paper or

hung skins.

WALLS & FLOORS: Archeological investigetions have produced conclusive

evidence of wall and floor treatment throughout the ground level structure.
Floors were smoothed and tamped earth. In some cases, this floor was
further refined by the application of plaster or whitewash. In one
instance a floor of adobe brick was laid, although there is doubt that

the space involved was a room.

The application of a finish coat of plaster to floors:in some of the
rooms should receive additional study in the course of refurnishing
planning. This treatment would seem logically to have been reserved for
rooms where the use, or occupant, merited such extra effort, convenience,

and elegance. The presence of such floors



in rooms determined in the Historical Section to have been carpenter

and blacksmith workshops seems not only incongruous, but also impractical.

No evidence of carpeting was found in the Bent Period floors, but this

alone does not preclude their use.

Walls appear to have been coated with plaster or whitewash almost

throughout. Three colors predominated: white, yellow, and red.y

The following table will summarize wall and floor treatment as defined
by archeological evidence and coordinated with room use as determined
in the Historical Data Section. Colors cited are given in their

chronological order, with the earliest stated first.

Room Historic Use Floor Walls Color
NW1 Quarters Plaster White
N2 Quarters Plaster White
N3 Quarters

Nk Quarters

N5 Trade Room Plaster White
N6 Trade Room Plaster  White
NT Trade Room

E2 Cook*'s Room Plaster  Yellow/Red
E3 Dining Room

ES Parlor,Council Room Plaster Plaster White

y The designation of plaster or whitewash used has followed the
terms used in the Archeological Section. It seems likely that the
substance referred to would be the same throughout the structure:

an unbound lime coating, rather thicker than whitewash, but thinner
than plaster, resembling most & plaster finish coate

5



Room Historic Use

SE1A Kitchen~Pantry

SE1 Kitchen

s2 Bent's Quarters

S3 Bent!s Quarters

sk Blacksmith Shop

S5 Blacksmith Shop

s6 Carpenter Shop

ST Carpenter Shop

w2 Storage

W3 Storage

Wl Storage (Pit/Basement)
W5 Storage ﬁ :
W6 ?

~
Floor Walls
Whitewash
Plaster
Plaster-~ Plaster
same as
wall colors
Plaster
Plaster=-~ Plaster
same as
wall colors
Plaster
Flaster
Whitewash
Plaster
Plaster
Adobe brick

Color

Red

Adobe /Red /Yellow/
White

White

White/Red

White

White

“White

Gray adobe/White

Rooms N5 and N7 both yielded fragments of ™burlap or burlap impressions

in a white matrix."

This evidence should be studied further in the

course of refurnishing planning, as it may indicate walls to which

burlap was applied, having a plaster finish washed over.

This was

a common practice in the 19th Century (and well into the 20th) to

cover cracks and otherwise conceal wall blemishes, although tﬁe fabric

most often used was muslin, canvas, or even gauze. Burlap may only


http:matrix.11

have been the "best available" at Bent's Fort. It should be noted
that, in elegant homes where impeccable wall finishes were wanted,
canvas was also often applied over the plaster at the time of con-
struction. The evidence is considered worth pursuing. The use of
burlep in this manner would have imparted a distinctive and decorative

texture to the walls involved.

No evidence has been recovered to point out the tré&tment of floors

and walls on the second story. Using comparative testimony obtained

from the relationship of floor and wall finisheé with room use on

the ground level, it might be concluded that the bastions and watch
towers would have been unfinished in any wey; and that Room UEl, a private
quarters, might have had red or yellow plaster on its walls. The
billiard room might also have sported brightly colgred plaster walls,

but the walls in the clerk's office and remaining quarters on the

west side would doubtless have had no more than the standard white

plastering.

Whether or not the grandest room on this level, UEl, had floor plastering
is difficult to say. Probably used by pertner St. Vrain (see Boggs,
Plate II) during his visits, it may well have had the same floor re-
finement as the quarters of partner Bent on the ground floor. It is
unlikely that any of the other second story floors would have been

so treated. Traffic in the billiard room would have rendered



fragile plastered floors impractical. Magoffin's statement that she
sprinkled her dirt floor in UWLl "several times during the day" probably

speaks for the floors in the entire west section.

OTHER ARCHEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE OF INTERIOR TREATMENT & FEATURES: Furnish-

ing reaearch will need to investigate further thé "pie slice” burned
section in Room S5 to determine its relationship to furnishings, as well
as the pre-1829 glazed fireplace tile found in the basement section

of Wi. The presence of this latter specimen at Bent's Fort is indeed
puzzling. It is not & likely item for the Santa Fe.trade, since tiles
were readily available at this period in both the United States and

New Mexico. It hardly fits the "local" merket, made up of Indians

and mountain men. This leaves the solitary alternative that the

tile was part of a shipment to embellish the proprietor's quarters,
perheps in Santa Fe, but more probably, since one was found in storage

there, at Bent's Fort.

Other archeological evidence remains that provokes considerable furnish-
ing interest. These features need not, however, be relentlessly
tracked down because they occur in areas not being considered for
refurnishing. They are: (1) the counter-like foundation in Ek, (2)

the wells in E5 and W2, and (3) the slot-like floor depressions made

by halved logs leid flatside up in W3 and W5.

CULTURAL OBJECTS: The evidence of cultural materials here has been

obtained from notes in the Archeological Section of this report, and



from the weekly reports submitted by the Archeologist to the
Regional Office during the course of excavation. Additiocnal infor-
mation about such objects will no doubt be contained in the final
report of the archeological project. The recovered specimens should

also be studied carefully during research for the refurnishing report.

Archeological finds indicating cultural objects in use at Bent's Fort
during its primary period, are charted below to provide reference to
the refurnishing themes (see Interpretive Prospectus, p._25) to

which they would be relevant; the possible rooms which could interpret

that theme; and the location of their discovery.

It should be noted that many specimens recovered during the course

of archeologicel investigation wouldkhave been pfésent‘in such quantity
and so universally used in historic times that their presence todey in
any given location constitutes but little evidence of the use or fur-
nishing of the room in which they were found. A heavy concentration

of some items, however, in any one space, can logically be construed to
bear upon historic room use and content. Trade beads are the most

typical irms tance of this situation, as are iron fragments and bottles.

Substances which have been found, for example the rattan or willow
found in N7, have not been tabulated. They could represent a wide
variety of objects and study of the specimen will be necessary to reach

a conclusion.



Refurnishing Theme:
Possible Installation:

Refurnishing Theme: IEFENSE
Posgsible Installation:

NE Bastion, Watchtower

Object Recovery Location
Whetstones NE Bastion
Brass telescope EL

Refurnishing Theme: RECREATION

Possible Installation: Billiard Room

Object

Recovery Location-

Trade beads (on
specimen trophies
Wine, whiskey bottles

Clay pipes

Paper (charred found)
Book . -
Slate

Red slate scribe

E4, E3, trash dump

E3
E3, trash dump
E2
E2
E2
E2

TRADE

Trade Rooms (N5, N6, N7), Clerk's

Office (UW6)

Object

Re covery Location

Square pieces of
iron

Goose shot

Spherical lead

Hunting knife (blade
found)

Shoulder arm (stock
and hardwere found)

Heart~shaped iron
padlocks

Brass telescope

Cloth (charred piece
found)

Trade beads

N5, N3

N5

N5

N5

Ek, trash dump
EL

Ek4
Ek4, E3

E4, E3, E2, Wk,
trash dump

10



Pots and pans E3
Barrels with wine E3
bottles/whiskey
hagallon stoneware olla E3
Clay pipes E3, trash dump
Paper (charred found) = E2
Book . . E2
Slate E2
Red slate scribe E2
Iron adze~head SE1A
Iron hardware S5
Iron wheel hub parts ST
Horseshoes ST
Brass bibcocks wh
Spade wh
Cartouche case Wi
Flintlocks (Deringer Wk
trade rifles)
Barrels, wooden Wh
Black powder can (plug Trash dump
found)

Refurnishing Theme: ACCOMMODATIONS
Possible Installation: Bent Quarters (S2 {; 53); Employee Quarters

(w1, N2, N3, Nk, UWl, UW2, UW3, UWk, UW5, UEJ.)
Object Recovery Location
Spherical lead N5
bullets
Copper lustre ware N7
Black transfer printed N7
earthenware
Powder flask (nozzle NE Bastion
found)
Shoulder arm (stock ElL, trash dump
and hardware found)
Brass telescope EL
Cloth (charred piece  Ek, E3
found)
Trade beads (on EL4, E3, E2, Wk,
apparel) trash dump
Wine, whigkey bottles E3
Clay pipes E3, trash dump
Ceramics of 1825=50 E3, SEl



Paper (charred found) E2

Book . E2

Copper lustre white SE1A
earthenware

Flintlocks (Deringer wh
trade rifles)

Black powder can (plug Trash dump
found)

Refurnishing Theme: SUBSISTENCE
Possible Installation: Kitchen (SEL, SE1A); Dining Room (E3)

Object Recovery Location
Copper lustre ware N7
Black transfer printed - NT
earthenware
Cloth (charred piece Ek4, E3
found)
Pots and pans E3
Wine, whilskey bottles E3
Wooden churn, wodden E3
dasher
h~gallon stonevare olla E3
Clay pipes E3, trash dump
Ceramics of 1825-50 E3, SE1
Copper lustre white SE1A
earthenware

Refurnishing Theme: MAINTENANCE
Possible Installation: Blacksmith (Sk, S5); Carpenter Shops, (S6, 37)

Object Recovery Loca.tion
Iron adze~head SE1A
Square pieces of iron/ N5, N3
iron
Iron hardware S5
Iron wheel hub parts ST
Horseshoes ST
Spade wh
Barrels wh

12



Refurnishing Theme: GENERAL
Possible Installatlion: The Plaza

Object Recovery Location
Iron adze-head SE1A

Spade wh

Fur press Plaza

13
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C. DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES TO HISTORIC FURNISHINGS

All documentary sources listed as primary in the Historical Data
Section that were available to this office have been consulted.
Nine have thus been searched, with research remaining to be exe-
cuted in fourteen. TIwo secondary sources have also been searched.
Afrangements should be made as soon as possible to begin furnish=-
ings research in those primary materials not yet consulted, and
in specimens, with particular reference to fur trade objects and

the cultural materials of Santa Fe in the period of historic concern.

Documentary references have been arranged, in narrative form,
under the refurnishing theme headings planned for interpretation

at Bent's Fort.

IEFENSE: The bastions and watchtower at Bent's Fort were noted by
many of its visitors, and several commented feelingly on the flag
of the United States flying above the entrance gate. Ruxton

mentioned the flag,2/as did Cooke,3/and Johnston.t/ Emory provided

details of its size and pole. He wrote that he saw ™... a huge United

%/ George Frederick Ruxton, Life in the Far West, ed. LeRoy Hafen
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1951), pe 180, (hereafter
cited as Ruxton). i .
Philip St. George Cooke, Scenes and Adventures in the Army
Philadelphia: Lindsay and Blakeston, 1059), pe. 417, (hereafter
cited as Cooke). )
4/ Abraham Robinson Johnston, Journal, in Ralph P. Bieber, ed.,

Marching with the of the West (Glendale: The Arthur H. Clark
Co., 1936), De 92, Ehereauﬁ"ber cited as Johnston).

1k
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States flag flowing to the breeze, and straining every fibre of

an ash pole planted over the center of the gate ."'2/

The Fort was armed, it is certain, with small artillery. Cooke
noted that his approach to the post was ™«.. saluted by three dis-
charges from a swivel gun ....';é/ while Garrard located ™e... a few
cannon seess" in the bas’tions.l/ Garrard observed, also, a small
brass cannon laying on the ground in the Plaza, which had been
burst "... in saluting General Kea.x‘ney@f'é/ This gun would have

been in use prior to 1846,

Garrard is also the source of two interesting bits of informetion
about the watchtower. He noted its "belfry,™ implying a bell
located there, and the imprisonment in it of two bald eagles, two
years olde One of these was killed during the period of his visit
(1847) &/

RECREATION: If we may Jjudge by contemporary references, recreation
at Bent's Fort during the period of its zenith revolved chiefly
around two rather hardy pastimes: drinking and gambling. Gambling

wag so much in evidence that Susan Magoffin was moved to philosophye

5/ W. H. Emory, Notes of a Military Reconnaissance from Fort Leavenworth
in Missouri, to San Diego, in California, Senate Executive Document El,
30th Congress, lst Session iWashing'bon: Wendell and Van Benthuysen,
1848), pe 15 (hereafter cited as Emory).
§_/ QOOke, _1;9_9_02_1:20 N

lewis H. Garrard, Wah-To-Yah and the Taos Trail (Norman: University
of Okla. Press 19555, pe 42, (hereafter cited as Garrard)e
§_/ Ibide. s De 5'3 - -

9/ Ibid.
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Wroté she, "There is no place on Earth I believe where man lives and
gambling in some form or other is not carried on.'ég/ She then re-
counted its prevalence at the Fort, citing the billiard room, and
race track, and concluding that she would not be at all surprised to
learn of the existence of a cock pit.= / Later she had cause to
complain of her servants "... gambling off their clothing...™" in

12/
some unnamed Plaza sport.
Numerous references occur defining equipment for such games of chance.
Garrard testified that the Billiard Room did indeed contain a billiard

13/

4
gammon board for amusement and/or risk.u Ruxton observed men in

table. That same gentleman customarily carried with him a back-
the corral (Plaza?) playing with "decks" of "euker" and "seven—up."w
Horse racing must 'have been relatively improxhptu, with individuals
wagering on the prowess of their own mounts. However organized, it
was no doubt an expensive and somewhat hazardous amusement, for horses
were the primary means of individual transport. A man racing his own
mount, risked not only the money he might wager, but also his means

of getting from place to place. Replacements were expensive, at
least in 1846, when Marcellus Ball Edwards observed that they sold at

[] 1] * "y
Bent's Fort for "... thribble their home (Missouri) value.

10/ Stella M. Drumm, ed., Down the Santa Fe Trail and Into Mexico,
The Diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1926), p. 61 (hereafter cited as Magoffin).
11/ Ibid.
T2/ Tbid., p. 66.
3/ Gerrard, p. U43.
Ibid., p. 60
5/ Ruxton, loc._ cit.

Mercellus Ball Edwerds, Journal, in Ralph P. Bieber, ed., Marchin
With the Army of the West (Glendale: The Arthur H. Clark Co., 1"9'33‘7"3';‘
p. 141, (hereafter cited as Edwards).

[
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The consumption of spiritous ligquids in splendid quentities is, of
course, classical in the history of the American fur trade. Ruxton
observed that the trappers and mountein men at Bent's Fort indulged

in furious orgies ".ss as long as the liquor lasted, and there was a
good supply of alcohol as well as of Taos whiskey.“J-J/ More ceremonious
occasions for drinking were found, as well, as Susan Magoffin rather
crisply observed in her diary when she noted that her numerous gentle-
men callers all drank her health, although it was not good.;"8'/ Enter=-
tainment or custom, drinking at Bent'!s Fort was expensive. Marcellus
Ball Edwards, who owned a banker's mind, noted that it sold there

19/

for twenty-four dollars a gallone

Although most of‘ten mentioned, drinking and gambling were not the

only forms of recreation available on the banks of the Arkansas.

Cooke recorded with pleasure the presence of newspapers at the Fort‘?_o‘/
and Garrard wrote of carrying several books with him, one of them on
"heavenly bodies™ from Harperts Series of the Family I.ibrary.?:l'/ Garrard
also documented the presence of at least one apparently respectable
personal library at the Fort, which proved more enticing to its owner

than an informal dance .—2—2/

The dance in question was undoubtedly but one of many which ornamented

leisure time at the Fort. For this one, the Fort's personnel provided

g._%/ Ruxton, pe 179.
18/ Magoffin, pe 656
19/ Edwerds, p. 140
20/ Cooke, loce cit.
21/ Garrard, p. 0.

_22/ Ibida’ P 7}4-‘
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but two partners, an Indian woman, and Charlotte, the Fort cooke.
These good ladies must have danced their shoes thin (if they had

such) that night, to tunes ™... from a screaking violin."23/

Tobacco also provided relaxation at Bent's Fort, and was present

in a wide variety of uses and forms. Clay pipes were much in
evidence, being pulled out at every possiltie @portunity.gﬁ/ Kinnik=-
kinnik filled them, as well as regular 'boba‘cco.gz/ Also on hand were

Mexican shuck cigarillos and other cigars.‘eg

TRALE: The business of Bent's Fort was selling goods and keeping
records of such sales. Evidence of the trade would therefore
appear in the refurnished Fort in the form of items of the trade

itself, and in its supportive paperworke.

Surprisingly few documentary references to the goods of the trade
have been encountered. Lewis Garrard has left the best list in
his itemization of goods carried by a peddler-type expedition to
the Indian villages. In his party's packs on that occasion were
" .es tobacco, blue blankets, black (deep blue) blankets, white

blankets, knives, and beads.“‘z‘l/

This list can only represent a portion of the goods of the trade

that were available within the walls of Bent's Fort. Edwards®

Ibid.

24/ Garrard, pe T5e
Ruxton, p. 180.
Garrard, Pe T3y Pe Toe
Ibide, pe 50
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reference to the price of liquor confirms its availability there.gﬁ/

Further evidence can be derived from the assumption that every
manufactured article mentioned in connection with the Indians or
mountain men had been obtained from trade goods. This approach adds
to Garrard's list small bells,gg/shirting,ig/butcher knives,3;/cigars,
clay pipes,ig/woolen hats, leather belts, brass~headed tacks, rifles,
and Green River knives.iﬁ/ Additional research should extend this

list considerably.

For such goods, Indians and trappers exchanged buffalo robes and
beaver‘peltse3&/ These two commodities must have been present in
great quantities at the Fort much of the time, for, according to
Matt Field, they were shipped to St. Louis but twice a year.aﬁ/
Ruxtonts observation of Fort employees busy pressing packs of buffalo
skins and beating robes in the Plaza sheds considerable light on

the form of their packing as well, perhaps, as on the stage of their

processing.ﬁé/

That business records were kept is attested by their documentary

survival, as well as by the presence of a ™clerk®s office™ at the

Edwards, loce. cit.

Ruxton, loc. cit,

Garrard, pe .

Ibid.a, Pe 780

Ibidn, Pe 750

Ibid.o’ Pe 121,

John E. Sunder, ed., Matt Field on the Santa Fe Trail (Norman:
versity of Okla. Press, 1960), pe 1hlt, (hereafter cited as Field).
Thid. . . .
Ruxton, loce. cite.
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Forte No source has been discovered yet, however, which mentions
the keeping of account books, pens, pencils, or other logically
assoclated materials. The sole reference to the content of the
clerk's office at Bent's Fort is Garrard’s mention of the “first
rate spieglass™ kept there .31/ This object may have been as rele=-

vant to the defense of the Fort as to the trading operations.

ACCOMMODATIONS: Two classes of accommodations, public and private,

were maintained at Bent's Fort. The two classes undoubtedly differed

substantially in their equipments.

Susan Magoffin, who might reasonably have been expected to merit
luxurious accommodations at the Fort, and who certainly had private
ones, might have left an account of thems She appears, however, to
have been forced to accept a second class room due to a full house,

or to have found the "best available" not good enough. In any event
her husband saw fit to have her temporary room there divested of its
usual furnishings, and fitted with their own. As a result, we know
that the Magoffins took a bed, chairs, wash basin, and table furniture
to Santa Fe with them, but have not even an indirect reference to

3/

the usual contents of her room, were they plain or grand.

Shreds of information relative to the content of some of the private
rooms can be gleaned from chance referencese Matt Field recounted

a story, told him by William Bent, of the death of a Spanish horse

31/ Garrard, p. 43
38/ Magoffin, pe 6l



guard at the Fort. The horse guard had been killed by three Comanche
arrows during a raid of the Fort's herd. Mr. Bent showed Field the
three iron pointed arrows, still bearing bloodstains, and we may assume

that such trophies were kept in the Bent quarters.ﬁﬂ/

Francis Parkman has left a fine description of a private quarters--
but at Fort Laramie. Nevertheless, the year of his visit there was
1846, prime Bent time, and the Fort Laramie he visited was Fort John--
a walled adobe fur trade post, housing the operations of a priva'be
enterprise. His description is therefore extremely valuable com-

parative evidence.

The room in question was, Parkman said, the ™... best in Fort Laremie
os¢™ usually occupled by ™eee the ligitimate bourgeois Papin, sees”
absent at the time. It was "ses a large room, rather more elaborate-
ly furnished than a barne. For furniture it had a rough bedstead,

but no bed; two chairs, a chest of drawers, a tin pail to hold water,
and a board to cut tobacco upon. A brass crucifix hung on the wall,
and close at hand a recent scalp, with hair a full yard long, was

suspended. from a nail."'—h'g-/

Parkman stayed in this room sleeping on buffalo robes spread on the

flooxr.

%/ Field., Pe l)+60
Francis Parkman, The Oregon Trail (New York: The Modern Library,

Ié{9), pe 94 (hereafter cited as Parkman).
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Only one other documentary source contains information which would
lave bearing on the furnishings of the partner's private quarters.
Marcellus Edwards remarked in his Journal on the practice of polygamy
at the Fort, stating that its owners were also the "... Owners of
several mistresses each.'i:l‘/ If true, this circumstance would have

produced certain adjustments in their living arrangements.

Wouen were undoubtedly resident in many of the quarters at Bent's
Forte We may assume that William Bent's Indian wife lived there,
and Susan Magoffin wrote of an Indian woman resident in the room
below hers, as well as of the Mexican wife of "Mr. Lightendoffer."h—a/
It would seem likely that in any instance in which a man's wife

(and children?) lived at the Fort with him, a private quarters of
some kind would have been provided, no matter what his status.
Francis Parkman attests this practice at Fort John, and indicates
the character of the accommodations es well. He wrote, "Beneath

us was the square area surrounded by little rooms, or rather cells,
which opened upon ite. These were devoted to various purposes, but
served chiefly for the accommodation of the men employed at the Fort,

or of the equally numerous squaws whom they were allowed to maintain
in ito.ﬁ/

Such apartments must have been very small, and the rooms in them
would have served multiple uses, as did Susan Magoffin'’s. When she

left her temporary home high atop the Fort, she recorded that her

? Edwards, pe 139
L2/ Magoffin, P. 624 p. 68.
43/ Parkman, loc. cits




®ees chamber, dining-room, parlour, reception room, etc., etc.,

Lk
eeee” Was quite dESOlateo__/

Any room, grand or mean, which housed a woman would have contained
evidence of her presence therein. The only reference secured thus
far to the equipment of a fur trade wife is derived from an experience
of Susan Magoffine While waiting for her quarters to be prepared

on the evening of her arrival at the Fort, Mrse. Magoffin sat in the
"parlor® in company with other ladies,™ one of whom spent the time
combing her hair, after which she liberally coated it with "... 0il or
greese of some kind._..." contained in a crock. Two objects emerge

4
from this account-~equipment for a lady's toilette at Bent's Fort."z/

The accommodations offered by the Fort to unaccompanied men, itinerants,
employees, government teamsters, sick soldiers, miscellaneous trappers
and mountain men, etc. consisted mostly of simple shelter. Garrard
experienced such quarters. On his arrival at Bent's he was given

®eese @ room, in company with several government teamsters, in which

to sleep."‘"ué/ Francis Parkman's ludicrous friend, Tete Rouge, had

been left at the Fort by the Army of the West because of illness.

His sickroom was, according to Parkman, ... a little mud room, where
he and a companion, attacked by the same disease, were laid together,

with nothing but a buffalo-robe between them and the ground."'ﬂ/

Magoffin, pe TOe
Ibida, Pe 624

Garrard, pe 42
Parkman, pe. 292.
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Tete Rouge was not the object of discrimination in being required
to sleep on a buffalo robe spread on the floor in a Bent's Fort
dormitory. Matt Field wrote a delightful verse in praise of Bent's
Fort which confirms such sleeping arrangements for sick and well
alike.

"And a Buffalo skin neatly spread,

Is bolster, and blanket, and bedstead and bed.

In summer time, or in the snow,

Wrapped in a skin of Buffalo,

In fair moonlight, or in the stormzi8

The Desert Dwellers slumber warm."
References to miscellaneous materials that would have appeared in
quarters, public or private, are not numerous. Matt Field's poem

contained one line of enormous aid,

"Boats, coats, ropes, candles, all things flow
Out of the useful Buffalo."lﬁ/

Coats and ropes made from buffalo robes énd skins might be expec_ted
to be found in the quarters at Bent's Fort, but the information that

the post was 1lit by cendles, made from buffalo tallow, is pure gold.

Garrard throws additional light on the clothing situation in a
passage describing his return to the Fort on a winter day. He kept
warm on that occasion wearing a "...blue blanket overcoat having a
collar .. .."ZO'/ In the same sequence he mentioned his personal rifle,
and we may be certein that both items reposed for & time in the

quarters assigned him at the Fort.

48/ Field, p. LS.
lfg// Tbid.
50/ Garrard, p. Tl.

2k



SUBSISTENCE: Dining facilities at Bent*!s Fort seem to have been
provided in a single large room for all comers, were they august

or humble. Nevertheless, we should not rule out the possibility
that meals were occasionally served, in certain circumstances, in
private quarters. Susan Magoffin appears never to have participated
in the Fort mess, but always to have taken her meals in her room. L
Doubtless there were other times, particularly when the dining
company involved an American woman, a visitor intent on conducting
importent or private business during dinner with a partner, or a
man who found either the companionship or cooking of his wife pref-
erable to the comparable offerings provided by the Fort, when tables

were laid in private quarters.

In general, however, we should assume that most everybody at Bentfs

Fort ate in the common dining room. Cooke recounted that a number

of officers from his command ™... partook of a good dinner at the

Fort,™ and the reference implies that an invitation was not necessary~5g/
Actually, the Fort's dining facilities seem to have been open at all
times, in the manner of a public restaurant, for Garrard wrote of repair-
ing to ™... the long, low dining room seee” to warm and feed himself
directly on his arrival at the post after a long cold ride.éé/ The

fact that Charlotte, the Fort cook, was his company during this

repast, indicates that she was at leisure to gossip with him, and

not as busy as she surely must have been at regular mealtimes.iﬁ/

51/ Magoffin, pe TO.
Cooke, loce cite

2
géf Garrard, Pe T3
24/

Ibid.
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Equipment for this room may have varied in elegance with the status
of the diners currently being seated, but it does not appear to have
been primitive from any reference. Parkman ate there at ".ee &
table laid with a white cloth, with castors in the middle and chairs
placed around i‘b."ﬁ/ He might have been considered a sufficiently
special guest to merit a white tablecloth, but the reference to
castors in the plural makes it certain he dined in the common hall
at a table of considerable size which was equipped for such elegan=-
cies. Gai-rard, whose position was rather toward the lower end of
the Bent Fort scale, also experienced refinements at this table. ‘He

ate there ... with knives, forks and plates.“ié/

No documentation has appeared which describes the equipment of
the kitchen, but we know much about the food that came out of it.
Charlotte was famous for her "slap-jacks and pumpkin pies,"ﬂ/ and
Garrard's warming meal after his ride consisted of hot coffee, bread,
and "buffler."ZQ/ Field's poetic praise of the Fort and its buffalo
described the limitless variety in which it was prepared:

"Buffalo fresh, Buffalo dried,

Roasted, boiled, or stewed or fried,

Buffalo serves in every stead 22/

For poultry and pastry, for meat & for bread™
Equipument to cook all of these edibles in all of the manners sug-

gested must have been present in the kitchen.

Parkman, pe 208,
Garrard, P )4-2.
Ruxton, p. 180.
Garrard, pe T3
F:I.eld, Do ,+50
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Game undoubtedly provided the mainstay of the Fort diet. Ruxton
identified the source of supply when he wrote that "Hunters drop
in with deer or buffalo meat to supply the For'b."'6—o/ Field’s(
poem tells how it was presented at the kitchen, and describes a
rather esoteric piece of equipment that might have been in evidence
there as well:

"o o 0y all things flow

Out of the useful Buffalo.

They pack his flesh in his own hide

When back to camp the hunters ride.

They make a hammer of his hoof _6;._/

To knock his fatted hump-ribs off."
Other subsisténce supplies were obtained from trade in the field
with New Mexicans. On Garrard's peddler expedition to the Indian
villages, he remarked that his party traded robes and meat (obtained
from the Indians?) with the New Mexicans for dried corn, pwﬁpkins,
and beans.é-a-/ Thié must have been a source of supply for the Fort's

bread and Charlotte®s famous pumpkin piese.

MAINTENANCE: 0Oddly enough, the only woman who has provided primary
material abou'l; historic Bent's Fort, is the omly source also for the
activity and equipment of its artificer?s shopse. Her observations
about them, based upon their sounds, rather than upon her visits

to them, are attributable to her sensitivity to their incessant

commotion during her illness while at the post.

%Q/ Ruxton, pe 180,
gl'/ Field, pp. 45-46.
62/ Garrarl, pe. Gk
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In an upper room, undergoing a severe physical ordeal, Mrs. Magoffin
was moved to write in her diary of the noise in the Plaza, and that
attendant to the shoeing of horses, remarking that the ™... clang of

6
the blacksmith's hammer was constant."a/

From this we know that a blacksmith®’s shop was located at Bent's
Fort, and that horses were shoéd there. A hammer and horseshoes.
We should be permitted the conclusion that the shop was fully

equipped for its work in the manner of its time.

GENERAL: The Plaza. Most of the visitors or residents at Bent's
Fort commented about its Plaza. Their comments, however, were
more often descriptive of the quality of life to be found there
than of the objects associated with life. As a result, most of

the information is useful for furnishing only by inference.

Susan Magoffin did not see it often, and her impressions of it were
confined to its noise: ™There is the greatest possible noise in
the patios The e.., neighing and braying of mules, the crying of

children, the scolding and fighting of men...."éy

Francis Parkmen saw it, that same year, in another mood. Arriving
Just after the Army of the West had departed, it seemed to him that

%ss the life and bustle (had) passed away, and the fort was a scene

%&/ Magoffin, p« 66, pe 69,
64/ Magoffin, pe 66,



of dull and lazy tranquillitys. A few invalid officers and soldiers
sauntered about the area, which was oppressively hot; for the

glaring sun was reflected down upon it from the high white walls
arou.nd."‘éﬁ/

Ruxton observed it in yet another guises Although calling it

"the corral,™ there can be no doubt but that he was describing
the Plaza when he wrote of mountaineers gambling there, of ™iee
employees pressing packs of buffalo skins, beating robes ees,”
and of ".ss Indian squaws, wives of mountain men, strut(ing) about
in all the pride of beads and fanfaron, jingling with bells and
bugles, and happy as paint can make them.™ It was into this scene
that Ruxton saw the hunters coming . "ee. with deer and buffalo

meat to supply the Fort, ...."‘-6-6/

Garrard alone saw fit to mention objects. ™In the center of the
court is the *robe press;? and lying on the ground was a small

brass cannon, burst in saluting General Kearney."ﬂ/

Parkman, pe 288
Ruxton, pe 180.
Garrard, pe 43

K
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D. APPRAISAL OF STRUCTURAL TASTE AND STYLE RELEVANT TO FURNISHING

The architectural style of Bent's Fort reflected a wedding of

the Medieval fortified castle with the native Pueblo architecture
and Spanish influence of the Southwest. This mingling of the
styles and tastes of Western Culture with those of New Spain and
the American Indian was no doubt reflected strongly in its fur-
nishings, but not for the sake of taste or aesthetic symmetry.
Rather, a black walnut chair from Ste. Louis would have been found
there, standing upon a buffalo robe, with a chest made by crafts-
men in Sante Fe behind it, for reasons attributable to geography,

economics, and simple pragmatism.

The location and business of Bent's Fort made it inevitable that
its equipments should come from both the United States and Santa
Fe. Its partners were chiefly Ste. Louisians, and would have
thought of desirable design styles in terms of those fashionable
in the Statess Whenever they wanted something truly nice or specially
elegant, or something of sophisticated manufacture, their great
wagons no doubt brought it out from Missouri. On the other hand,
the freight hauled from Missouri was the paying load, and as harde
headed business men they would have been loath to relinguish space
for income producing goods to any but the most intensely wanted or
needed things, or objects intended for some specially cherished

person. An example of this is to be found in the Victorian couch

30
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William Bent had brought from Ste. Louis for a daughter, . which

is now ommed by the State Historical Soclety of Colorados

Wagons from Sante Fe, however, frequently rolled empty into Bent's
Fort, where they picked up loads of robes and furse Trade in

Sante Fe returned mostly silver to the partners. It would there-
fore seem likely that a great quantity of the Fort's more utilitarian,
or bulky equipment came from New Mexico, if it was availeble there,

hauled back in wagons otherwise carrying very little.

Purely mundane objects, equipment and dress for the average man

at the post were probably made at the site by craftsmen using
materials readily available from trade goods or the natural environ=-
ment of the region. Doubtless, too, many needed objects or garmentis

were obtained from the Indians or patterned after Indian formse

Cooke observed that Spanish was the prevailing language at Bent's
Fort, "ess but with English, French, and Indian additions and com=
binations, there is no slight confusion of 'bongues.“@ There was, '

without question,no dight confusion of taste and style as wells

68/ Cooke, loce cite
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F. EXHIBITION DATA

In reconstructing Bent's 0ld Fort, it has been pla.nned to preserve
for exhibition and interpretation, certain portions of the original
Fort foundations, now excavateds This plan is discussed in the

Interpretive  Prospectus (ppe 24=25).

The preservation and exhibition of foundation remains will, of
course, preclude the use of the room in which they are located

for refurnishing.

The plan on the following page indicates areas of the excavated
foundation which are well preserved, and of su.fficien‘b interest,
to merit consideration for exhibition and interpretation. These

areas are currently protected by shelters.
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