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1. ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

a. Name of Structure - James River Canal and Locks (no number).

b. Proposed Use - To be restored to as nearly original condition as
feasible and interpreted to the public by aluminum exhibit panels.

c. Justification - Interpretation of the locks and canal as part of
the Parkway scene, where it crosses the Parkway at James River.

d. Provisions for Operating - This will be a static exhibit, with
no operation required.

e. Cooperative Agreements - None required.

f. Description of Proposed Construction Activity - Excavation of
sediments from the old lock and a major portion of the canal on
Parkway lands; reconstruction of the berm bank and towpath;
reconstruction of the lock gates; repair work on masonry in the
lock structure; reconstruction of the diversion dam across
Battery Creek; and construction of water level control gate
between the lower (east) end of the reconstructed canal and
the river.

g. Preliminary Cost Estimate - $28,200.

h. Photo of Existing Locks - (Attached).

i. Copy of PCP - (Attached).



01ld Lock on James River & Kanawha Canal
Blue Ridge Parkway
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2. HISTORICAL DATA
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This structure is one of the few remaining locks along the old
James River and Kanawha Canal that extended from Richmond, Virginia,
to Buchanan in the mid 1800's. Replaced by the railroad in 1880, the
canal was soon forgotten.

This lock, like the mountain cabins along the Parkway, is a reminder
of the centuries-old pioneer culture that thrived in the area not too
long ago.

The lock structure is intact, except that a few stones are out of
place and the gates are missing. Intensive search uncovered two gates
buried in an old lock at Lynchburg, undoubtedly the only ones remaining
along the old canal. These were salvaged and furnish an excellent
pattern for reconstructing them.

The canal, itself is only a dim trace, but research reveals the
original width, depth, location of towpath and berm, as applied to the
canal in general, and undoubtedly to this particular section as well.
So far no records have been found pertaining to this particular lock,
and it is felt that chances of doing so are practically nil.

There is no record of the architect or builder, although we do know
that this section of the canal was constructed by the James River and
Kanawha Company between 1845 and 1851.

3. ARCHITECTURAL DATA

This canal and lock are similar, in most respects, to its contemporary,
the C&0 Canal along the Potomac River. The canal was described as 50 feet
wide at the water line, 30 feet wide at the bottom, and carried a minimum
of 5 feet of water. It was bordered by a 12-foot wide towpath on the
river side, and a 5-foot berm bank on the landward side. At this location
a feeder stream entering the canal was contained by a dam of unspecified
size and construction.

The lock is standard for its type, 100 feet long and 15 feet wide
inside the chamber, with a lift of fomewhere between T and 9 feet. It
was constructed of native stone, with hand operated wooden gates. It
appears that the sluice gates in the latter were different from those in
the C&0, as indicated by the two gates salvaged at Lynchburg. Excavation
may reveal the original iron work as a final answer to this question.

It is felt that sufficient research has been done to enable recon-
struction to be started. Due to destruction of company records during
‘the Civil War, it is very doubtful if any specific plans for this
particular structure will ever be located, if they did exist. As a



result reconstruction work must be based on existing written records
and descriptions of the canal as a whole, supplemented by evidence of
the original structure revealed as the river silt is removed from it.

k, LANDSCAPE DATA

There is no record of the original landscaping of the area, but
from knowledge of similar structures elsewhere, we can reasonably
assume that the area was cleared sufficiently for comnstruction and
operation, and the adjoining areas remained in their natural state.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHOTOGP -

1.sTATE  Virginia HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

COUNTY Bedford INVENTO‘RYH
TOWN VICINITY Big Island
STREET NO. 2. NAME [ocks of James River Canal

DATE OR PERIOD mid 1800's
STYEE  NJA,
ARCHITECT ?
BUILDER ?

ORIGINAL OWNER James River & Kanawha Co.
ORIGINAL USE  None

PRESENT OWNER Blue Ridge Parkway
PRESENT USE  INone

WALL CONSTRUCTION [ A, 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES  }j,A,

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

This lock is one of the few remaining along the old James River and Kanawha
Canal that extended from Richmond, Virginia to Buchanan in the mid 1800's.
Replaced by the railroad in 1880, the entire canal was soon forgotten and
the locks, including this one, became filled with sediment, the gates rotted
down, and growing trees forced some of the rocks from the side-walls.

This lock is intact except for a few stones that have fallen out, and the
gates are missing. The canal on either side is only a dim trace, sufficient
to outline its location and extent. The lock is approximately 100 feet long
and 15 feet wide inside the chamber, constructed of native stone, many of
which show extraordinary fine craftsmanship in cutting and fitting to the
lock gate structure.

The adjacent canal apparently was standard for the canal as a whole, 50 feet
wide at the water line, 30 feet wide at the bottom, carrying a minimum of 5
feet of water. It was bordered by a 1l2-foot wide towpath on the river side
and a 5=foot wide berm bank on the landward side. At this point, immediately
upstream from the lock structure, is a feeder stream that apparently entered
the canal at this point, diverted by a dam of unknown size and construction.

To date no evidence of the gates has been uncovered, but a pair of gates from
an identical lock on the canal at Lynchburg have been uncovered and salvaged
for models in possible restoration of this lock. The latter have an unusual
type of sluice gates for allowing water to enter the locks.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered ng Interior  good Exterior go0d

{ocks

&)
6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) PHO TOGRAP

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. Donald H. Robinson
1. Waterway to the West, Kirkwood Chief Naturalist,Blue Ridge Parkway
2. From Canoe to Packet Boat, Capron P. 0. Box 1710, Roanoke, Virginia
- 3. History of James River & Kanawha Co.,
T | oATE oF Recorp NOVember 21, 1963
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