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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

This group of buildings includes the four remaining cabins of a pioneer
mountain farm, located in the Peaks of Otter area, Blue Ridge Parkway,
and identified as follows on the Historic Structures Inventory:

Structure HNo. Class
Johnson Log Saddlebag House 154 cc
Johnson Log Barn 285 ce
Johnson Log Springhouse 287 ccC
Johnson Log Meat House 288 cC

These buildings have been kept for the purpose of perpetuating the
rapidly disappearing story of the pioneer mountain farms in the Southern
Appalachians, With the development of the Peaks of Otter area for
interpretation to the public, it is planned to bring one of the hiking
trails through this farm. Here we plan to install interpretive devices
telling the story of the mountain farms, and this one in particular.
This willbe a self-operating exhibit, with free access to the buildings
by the visitors.

This group of buildings was constructed in the mid-1800's and has been
added to or altered to some degree in succeeding years. OSince acquired
by the Blue Ridge Parkway little maintenance has been done other than
that needed to keep the buildings intact. In order to restore them to

a condition safe for the visitors to use, and to return them to a state
indicative of the time the Peaks of Otter area was a center of community
activity (around the turn of the present century), the following re-
habilitation is necessary:

House, Building No. 154 - Repair the floors, doors, porches, etc.,
to a condition safe for people to use, Remove an existing tin roof
and replace with wooden shakes. Remove superficial siding to expose
the original log structure and repair original chinking.

Barn, Building No. 285 - This building is in good shape, only need-
ing relatively minor repairs to the roof and logs.

Springhouse - bullding io. 287 = Repair foundations and logs for
safety and structural permanence, Remove recently placed tin roof
and superficial siding, re-chink the logs and install wooden shakes
on roof.

Meat louse, Building No. 288 - Repair floor, replace chinking in
logs, remove tin roof and construct new roof of wooden shakes.

Preliminary estimates of cost are as follows (see PCP B-272 attached):

Construction $10,000
Plans, Surveys, Supervision 1,410
Contingencies 590

Total $12,000

Photos of existing structures are attached,
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HISTORICAL DATA

We have no documented information on the history of these buildings,
but various old-timers in the area have given bits of information on
the buildings. They were all apparently built about 1845, and owned
either then or later by John T, Jchnson. At the time of their purchase,
in 1943, the land and buildings were owned by Callie Bryant.

ARCHITECTURAL DATA

All the buildings are constructed of logs, all except the barn being
chinked with wood and e¢lay. Recent "modernization" added siding over
the logs and sheet-iron to the roofs. The porch has fallen off the
house and will have to be rebuilt.

The buildings will not be furnished, and will be left open for in-
spection by visitors to the area.
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Restore four buildings of the Johnson farm group as an
exhibit of a pioneer mountain farm axisting in this area,
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CLASS /__/ (A) -

Estimate based on working drawings

CLASS (B) - Estimate based on preliminary plans
CLASS (C) - Estimate based on similar facilities in other parks .
ESTIMATE
3 |tem . Quantity Cost
Restore House, Bldg. #154 - 8,000
Restore Barn, Bldg. #285 ; - L0o
Restore Spring House, Bldg. #2087 - 600
Restore Meat House, Bldg. #2088 -- 1,000
Estimate Totals
Construction.............. $ 10,000
Plans, Surveys, and - . —
Supervision......cceeue. . l,hlo
: C.onﬁngencies ............ $ 590
\ _+ SUB TOTAL $.12,000
. Exhibits, Aud.-Vis.
Installations, Etc....... $
GRAND TOTAL |$ 12,000
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House, Building Weo, 154



Barn, Building No. 205
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Springhouse, Sullding Ho., 287






Johnson House before removal of porch and rear addition.
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(Front)

(Rear)
(The addition on rear is of relatively recent construction.)

Houwse . Duilding No. 154
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