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THE SUNEKEN FOREST of
Flre Island Beach,
New York

The Sunker Foregt lies Just to the east of
Point O' Woods, a summer settlement, on Fire Island
Beach,. New vork; (sometimes called Great South Beach).
(see map of Long Island, page 3). Fire Tgland separates
the Grealt South Bay, to the North, from the Atlantic
Oe¢earny, to the South. Thati ig, it is a long and narrow
harrier beach, sometimes only 500 ft. wilde, and about:
%0 miles long. (The average width of the island is
about 1000 ft.) "Suﬁkeniforests" is a local name for
the several holly forests that once were to be found
on Pire Igland. Because they were hidden behiné high
sand dunes,. and since there was a sharp drop from the
dune down into the forest, the adjlective "sunken" was
appllied to these areas. The largest of these holly
grb#es;has_become known as. THE Sunken Forest. Now,
ihdeed,-it ts; for the other comparable area on
the barrier beach has recently been destroyed by Man
and nils bulldezers. This development. 1s now known as
"Piye Tsland Pinmes" and is located east of Cherry
@rove, another summer settlement.. (see map on: page 4y,
There are.a few other minor holly groves further east.

There are practlcally nd,légendS‘attached to
the Sunken Forest, which seems unusual, since»it Is
guch a urslgue spoi;. I héve heard from a couple of
people that the pirates used to hide their loot im

the Forest. I suppose thls sort of légend is inevitable!l
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Pire Tgland was well named. In the old days befors
the lizhthouse wasg bullt there, becon Tires were often
set on thie barrier island to aid ships at sea getting
thelr bhearings (in and out of Wew York Harbor). It
hag also heen reported that whensver a whale ran aground
(or was driven aground) on the flats off Fire Island,
signal fires were set to: lmform the whalers%living on
the Long Tsland mainland to: come across the Bay. The
U. 8. Coast and Geodetlc Survey's name of "CGreat South
Beach" for Fire Igland has nsvef been accepted by the
natives of the area. As a result, the U. 5, Post 0ffilce,
the Ferry service across the Bay, Road maps, the
Telesphone Company, and most others stlill refer to
1t as "Fire Island." The residents of Point O' Woods
seem to be the onﬂy‘ones that use the other néme.
Commonr usage always seems to wln inm the end, however,
In my campaign, I have compromised and usually refer
to 1t as "Fire Island Beach." This keeps everybody
hazopy"o

The Fire Islend barrier is, of course, post
glaeiali= Long Island is a terminal moralne, the
flat eentral and southern part helng entirly glaclall
outwesh. BHefore the wave and tide actlon built the
harrier beach, the south shore of Long Island was
the original coastline of the Atlantic Oteanl. The
Qbean;rollers,;siowed down by the frictiom of shallow
water off the: Long Island coast, unable to: carry thelr

sand load any further, gradually bullt up a chain of

#0ne gectiom of-Fire Islénd Beach- s st1ll refered toras

"Whalepath,” and is nean the: site.of the new development
_ifméné&pﬁéihgfgre;rtheMOHe_that desproyed one holly grove.
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sand bars. The great actlon of the tides probably
Jjoined these topether into a barrier beach. The
general tlde movement, what ome might call a current
movercent, 1s in a westerly directlon along the beach.
The amount of sand that ean be moved into:pléce on
the barrier by this force 1s sometimes amazingL

This rate of deposgition of sand is not constant. In
tte past century, however, a rapid bullding to the
west of the westerly end of Fire Isgland Beach has
taken place. The Fire Island Lighthouse, which

was originally buillt on the point of the beach,. now:’

~ see maps,
lies about 5§ miles from the present point! Obviously page )

this rate of building could not have applied to the
rest of Fire Island,, for if it did, the Sunken Forest
(now im climax state for the mostpart)}would not exlist,
The part of Fire Island on whlch the Forest 1s located
must he at least sewveral thousand years'old; :

There havé»certainly been many: Inletis from the
Ogean. to the Great South Bay, although it 1s difficult
to determine Just where more than a few were located,.
The typical hock-haex that:develdps in the beach on
the south-east silde of inlets in this area 1s a good
clue. Most distinetive of these 1s "Clam Pond" which
lies between the settlements of Saltalre and Falr
Harbor.. (See map on page:4); This was definately the
slte of a previous inlet. The present point of the
barrier (Point Demoerat) does not hHawe this form because
of interference by"ManL The Army Engineers, ahout 15
yeafg ago, Gecided t@ey conld stops the movemenﬁ(@o:tﬁe




Wesf)of the Point. They constructed, at great expense,
a rock Jetiy about a mile long, sextending from the Polnt
cut into the Ocean., This stopned the westerly movement
of the beach for the geologically ilmmense perliod of

10 vearsi The sand piled up in back of the jetty in
huge quaﬁtities, untll it had f£i1lled all the way out

to the end, then: contlmued its building action to the
West, (leaving the jetty high and dry). The jetty,
therefore, succeeded only in bollding a very wide point
o the beach. IL was an ideal area for Terns and

Black Skimmers to nest, and in the Summer of 1949,
there were aboul 2000 Commomn: Termns nesting there. The
followlng year, lowever, extenslve surveylng of the

0ld Jetty and surrounding area, at the time the birds
were setting up.their terfitories, drove the entire
colony elsewhere. They have not yet returned.

The presenﬁ.Firg Island Inlet, due to the stove
mentioned westward movement of the kbeach, is becomming
extremely shoal. The commercisl flshing boats are
firding it more and more difficult to gelt in and
out of the Bayv. The water turnreﬁer on each tide
is becomming less and less,in the Bay'propeﬁlx This
has effected entire industries drastically,.. The
famous Blue Polnt Oyster 1s gone; the clams are
becomming affected., The beaches are mostly uafit
for swimmning. A4 new inlet is badly needed. The
whoie problem 1s extremely complex and one that

demands a great deal of further study..
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When the Fire Island Lighthouse was bullt, Cdn
what was thén the point of the barrier beach), the
small amcunt of land around the Lighthouss, and
externding 1o the polint, was set asgide as U. 5.
Government land, and then transfered to the Long
Tsland State Park Commission. As the beach bullt
to the west, the Park became larger and larger--and
is now about 5 miles long. This area has remalned,
on the whole, falrly undisturbed. It corntains one
very extensive tlde pool and salt marshe. Ehis spot
1o particular 1s interesting during the shorebird
mizrations of the Spring and Fall. On the more
recently deposited sandy area, one can see the wvarlous
stages of early plant successlon. The ohancﬂes are
that thls part of Fire Island will remain in a
naturél state, under the Jjurisdictlion of the Park
Commission., At present, there is a ferry from the
Lomg Igland mainland during ths Summsr months to
this Fire Igland State Park. There 1s a dock,
restaurant, and limited bathhouse facilities for
those that want to swim in the ocean, This men-—
disturbance is very locallized, however, and hasn'‘t
much effect on the land around it,(if any at allj;
(The Park is marked on the map=~page 4u~with;diag0ﬁal
lines.)

A1l of thé barrier beach to the east of the Park
is pretty well men-developed, until one reaches the
Sunken Forest., Looking aﬁ the aerial photo. on page 1,

‘the Forest is in the center of the nicture, located -




on the Bayward side of thé islend, Because of the
angle at which 1t iz photographed,. the Forest looks
compressed, and the Bay-edge conbours ars thereflore
exagperated . This view looksz west down ths lsland..
The point that protrudes into the Bay, beyond (west
of) the Forest is Ocean Beach, This is a boomtown
in Summer, with seweral thecusand residents. In
Winter,. there are about 200 permanent residents,
(mostly painters and carpenters), WMost of the other
settlements, awarming lw Summer,. are closed completely
during Winter..

Trhe reason that the Sunken Forest hasg developed
where it has, I's due to the locatlionm of sand dunss.
In thls reglon of the beach, there are twe rows
of them, This iz not the case in other varts of
Fire Island, (except where other holly groves have
occurred). It Is the segond, or inner, dune nrow
that is aparently*respo&sible,fOr the differsence.
Directly im back of the ouler duns and in the swale,,
the trees are only of the wind-stunted form. (See
Picture #20, page 20; and picture om page 21).

DIAGRAM OF THE DUNES (at polnt of Sunken Forest):
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This condition persists to the top of the lnner

dune. (8ee Plcturea #18 and 19 on pazes 19 and 20).

Ag the duns drops off, rather sharply, lnto the Foresgt,.
the trees assume théir more normal Fformj (except for
thelir tops which are wind-flattened as soon as they
grow above the level of the protecting dune.) A cross

sectlion through the whole bheach in this area would

look like this:

wink S = T e VKEN  FoREST

LY ¢ = . v A . T i . ,ﬂ Y
, Swale Il»l-lgu’au- duves Ba
Ocean within Ferast /

At first oume 1s puzzled by the fact that there is

a Forest behind the inner dune, and none hehind the
outer. Since the prevalling winds are from the
southwest (dlagonally off the Ccean), hoth sets

of dunes should give encugh protectiom to the swales
in:back of them, Yet in the swale behind the outer
dune, the trees remain wind-stunted (as on the top of
a mountain), This situation stumpped me for quite
awhlle. Now, howewer, I believe the answer 1s this:
The prevalling winds frequently come from a more
westerly directlon (even though the average is
southwest).. As socom as the wind becomes mors to the
west of southweét, it tends to draw stralght down |
the middle of the swale, glnce there are no dunes
runming across the swale to deflect it.. This is

suffeclent tokespithervegetation here wind-pruned.




Ag the dlegram on page 10 shows, Bhe inner dune

runs to the Bay and snde there {at both ends). Besides
this, there are irregular dures running in most every
direction throughout the Sunken Forasst. This type

of dune topography is due to various blow-outs that
mist have occurred before the dunes wers stabllized
by any vegetatlion. At any rate, there was aparently
enough protection from the more westerly winds (due

to these irregular dunes), so that Forest vegetatlion
could eventually get started at a later successional
stage. From point "A" (chart-page 10), the Forest
could have spread to the east--each tree protecting
the other from the wind. Since there were other
vesterly-protected spots, this same progression could
rave developed in many other places. Eventually, a
golld Forest was formed. If Is difficult,. today,. to
study the westerly end of the Sunken Forest, since

1t has heen broken up by the summer settlement of
Poim; 0! Woods, The very name of this place confesgeg
tha%:toék ovér the end of the Forest. If one looks
carefully at the aerial photograph on page 1, one

gan Barely make oﬁt about where the Forest once ended
to the west. The egast end (in the foreground of the
same pleture), is still clearly defined. 'Ome can

see How the inner dune aectually curves inward towards

the Bay in 1ts last two hundred yerds or so.
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SOII, AND WATER SAMPLES FROM
THE SUNKEN FORBOT

#1. Soil sample: topsoil taken from under pure stand
of Pepperidee (Nissa sylvatica) on top of ridge
(01d dune) on the Bayward side of the Sunken Forest..
Understory of Catbriar. This soil is dark reddish
brown, fine, with a few scattered grains of white
guartz sand intermixed =E=a. Contalned fine organic
matter (esp. rootlets). Date taken: 4/6/53.

pH Nitrogen Phosphorus Potassium
4.10 2% 28% 2%
{acid) (very low) {(high) (very low)

#2. Water sample: taken fronm muskeg#¥at center of Foresi.
This 1s mostly ralnwater that has leached from the
dvnes (in the Forest) into the low hollows (muskess).
Color: pale erange-yellow, Date taken: 4/1/53.

pH Nitrogen Phogphorus Potassium
4,00 49 16% &2%
(acid) (Low) (medium) (very low)

#3, Scil gemple: takerr from base of American Hollvy
(Ilex opaca) about 10" D,.B.H. that was growing on
the edge of a muskeg¥(filled, at this time of year,
with rain-water), Date taken: 4/1/53. This soil was
wet and heavy, dark reddish-brown in color, and Rine
In texture.. A great deal of organic matter in it,

especially many small rcots and rootlets.

pH Nitrocen ~  Phosphorus Potassium
3.75 ' 2% 28% 2%
(very {very low) (nign) (very low)
acid)

#4. 801l sample: taken half-way up a 30% slope west of
a muskeg® 1in the Forest; (slope faces east). The
location was abkout 5 ft. above the level of the

muskeg®, under American Holliea. Soil is dark reddish

brown, with scattered grains of white cuartz sand

ingermived, Fine., Organic matter present: leaves, small

‘rootlets and a few small seeds., Date taken: 4/1/5%,

pH Nitrogen Fhosphorus Potagsium
3 390“: 2% 28% < 2%

(acid) (very low) (high) {(very low)
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Soil Semnles {continued):

#5. S0ll sample: taken from base of male American Holly

(8" D.BoHa) growing on top of ridge, weol of and 10 ft.
above level of muskeg¥. The color of this soil wag a
dark black-~brown {(darker than all other sampleg) .

Fine texture. Some organle matter present: rootlete,
Date taken: 4/1/5%. (Least acid of the soll samples).

pH Hitrogen Phosphorus Potagsium
4,15 2% 28% 2%
{aeid) {very low) (high) (very low)

#6, Soil samples taken of top of knol (one of the highest

volints in the Forest, 15 ft. above the lewvel of the
muskeg® in center of Forest, undecr old Sassafras
(8. albidum) and Amer,. Holly. Color: dark reddicsh
brown with scattered grains of white quartz sand
interspersed. Fine. Organic matter: rootlets (few) ..
Date taken: 4/1/5%,

pH Nitrogen Progphorus Potassium
3,90 «<2% 28% o7
(acid) (veny low) (nigh) {(very low)

The pH tests are wvery accurate, having been. done

at the Conm.. Asricultural Experiment Station (kindness

of Harry Doshme) om an electrode-type pH meter.

The N-P-K tests are approximate, and were carried
out by the Sudbury method, using color comparison
(indicator) solutionms.

As we canm see, the goil of the Sunken Forest is
very aeld, belng most acid in the low (muskeg).areas
that are more poorly drained than tre slopes and
ridges. As I's usual with acld soilé&, the phosphorus
T's falrly well fiked. Nitrogen and Potassium cn the
other hand, are pretty well leached out since their
(actd) compounds are soluble in water.,

The humus layer throughout the Forest is dark
and thick, from 6-12" with underlying sand of the old
dunes, Several thousand years must have been necessary
for such a buildeup of organic matter.




Since there are no roads on or going to Fire
Island Beach, one must travel by boat across the
Great South Bay. Since the walter 1s very shoal off
the Sunken Forest, 1t 18 necessary to bring along a
row-hoat, or some sort of shallow-draft hoat to get
ashore,

The Bay's edge may be salt marsh with Phragmites
at the outer”edge, or the Forest trees mey extend right
to the Bay. (See Pictures #1 and 2, on page 11)%.
bank, whiech is thely erocded root masses.,. They are a
great bulwark apainst beach erosion. Pleture #2 looks
east, in the opposite directionm from Picture #1.

#2 shows the Forest extending right to the Bay. The

drowned stumps of Pitch Pine (Pinus rieida) and Shadblow

(Amalanchier) indicate that there has been a certain

alount of erosion. There are also. stumps to. be found
under water, up to.16 yards or so from the present bank..
The small amount of erosion that has occurred is vrobahly
due to Wawves, or rarely, ice flows, being pushed by hlgh
northwest winds. These occur mostly im Winter, during
January and February. This is pnot a common wind in

this area {(as was mentioned before--southwest is the
prevalling wind);, During therpast two winters, there
has been. very 1ittle iece in the Bay, or at least, not
enough to cause much lce-flow erosion, Im Summer, the
winds are almost constantly from the southern 180° so.
that the Bay 1s usually caiﬁ*aloﬁg ﬁhis Forest edge
(belng the worih.shore.of .Fire..lsland).

oo in plc. #1 & 2
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In the striﬁh of shaellow water that sxtends for

several hundred yards off the Bunken Forest, Eelgrass (qu

grows In falrly large guantities. This 1g a stunted
form (of the orizinal specles that was wiped out completely
about 20 years ago by a sudden dlsease.) The original
hezlthy form grew to be several fset long; that ls, it
would zrow to the top of the water on the flats throughout
the Bay; This was a great food plant for waterfowl of
‘all kinds. The sudden blight of the selgrass had a

A

great deal to do with the sudden drop-off of waterfowl

in the Bawn
numbers% There was one straln, howewer, that ghew in
Maine coastal waters that was semi-resistant to. the
disease that wiped out 2ll the rest of the eelgrass on
the Atlantic Coast. This has gradually spread south
{(naturally and by transplantations) along the coast.
It has come back pretty well throughout the Great
South Bay, but unfortunately remalns a stunted form..
Perhaps some genetical experiments, using X-ray or
other radistlons, might produce a new mutatlion of
Zostera that would approach the old form. Since
irradiastion speeds up mutation rates to an amazing
depgree, I do not think thils proposal 1s completely
wild, If a healthy strain of this one gpeciles could
be developed, the ecological and economic benefits
would be tremendous.

In Picture #2 and #1, you can see plles of dead,
brown Eedgrass washed up om the shore, It is a
characteristic of this form to break off after it

grows to a certain;length. Lo dete Summer, especlally,




one sees g great dsal of Tloating eelpgrass in the
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Where the Forest extends righlt to the RBay, os

Pt

in Picture #2, we find that Shadblow is the common
bushy tree, EBEesides thls, however, there are occaslional
Americaen Holllieg and Plitch Pinss. Looking at the asrial
photograph on pase 1, however, we see that the Bay's
edge 1g broken by frequent small salt marshes-(light
rgreen}; Uafortunately these are not completely
natural,. for the FHosculto Dralnase crews hnave publ in
several drains,., These are not varticularly funetional
anymore, however. I notlced durlng early April, after
heawy rainfall, that the marshes were well filled with
Wwater. I remember one day iﬂlparticular, whern the-
level of tlhe water 1n the marshes was hightr than
in the Bay. About 2-6 feet from the bank, one could
see small spring-like spouts of orange-yellow water
boiling up from the sandy Bettom like small volcances..
This wasapparently seapage from the swamps that had
gone underground, thsn come up again through the Bay
floor, Two days later, the swamps were pretty well
drained.,.

Just in vack of the salt marsh-line; is an area

that is made up predominantly of Pewperidge (Nissa

sylvatica),.(also called Tupelo). In this same area,
however, one can see occasional young Anmer. Hollles
growing up under the Pepperidge. (See plctures #3 and

#4 on vage lE)L The Holly seems to he a newcomer t@:%kw




o2yt of the Forest. I feel surs that 1t will eventually

4

take over here asg 1t has done in the rest of the Foresi..

Beyond the Psopcoridsge well, we soon get in to
the thick part of the Bunken Forest, which le mostly
American Holly and Catbriasr (Smilax), This seems to
be a most stable community, 1e @ climax, at least
for the present climatic conditions. We f£ind in this
area, remlnants of a previous successional stage., They
are Piteh Pine, Sagsafrag, and seversl Caks (Reé, Black,.
and Post). The Post Ozks and Pitch Pines are especially
old and dyiﬁé (or dead). Picture #6, page 1%, shows
a dead Pitch Pine with wvines of Cathrlar and Virginia
Creeper growing on it. Pleture # 5 on the same page
shows twlin Red Ozks belng surrounded by Holly; (Picture
# O on page 15 also shows a choked-out Pitch Pine)

It the areas where Holly and Catbriar have really
taken over, owe finds an assocelatlion that is jungle-like
and impenetrable; (sece Pictures #7 and 8, page 14).
Nothlng seems to be able to reproduce herse except
these two dominant specles! one a tree, the other a
vine. There arc oggaslonal grape and polson lvy vines
in thls thick part of the Forest, hut they are infrequent
compared to the Cathriar. Ohe can find frequent
young Hollies growing up under older ones, Plctures
# 11 and 12 on page 16 show examples of thls advance
reproduction, as the Forest Ecologist terms it.

It Summer, ithe common ground cover throughout the

Sunken: Forest is Sarsaparilla; (see Plcture #10, page 15).

Theére are seversi-ferns,-especially Briachen, that are
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to:be found. Beczuge of the similarity of the
Sarsaparilla's leaf-shape to polson ivy, I am
sure many laymen mistake this plant for the latter,
I have heard many tales from people who. say they
have heard that the Sunken Forest 1s nothing but
a masgs of Polsonm Ivy. Actually it is quite rare
im the dense part of the Forest, and is ounly in the
vine like form,. when found here. On the left hand
slde of tle plicture on page 2%, is an old polisom
ivy vine, about 3" in dlameter, that has been chopped
through by some axeman. It 1s unfortunat that this
has occurred, since this spscies s part of the
normal ecologleal community--and should he admired
for its stamina, not destzﬁyed;

There are some very dense Holly g¥oves in
the Forest. In pure stands, such as in Pleture #14
orn: page 17, it reaches a density of about 40 ﬁree&
per 1600 sqg. ft;.Even_in_Winiem, these stands lst
comparitively 1little sunlight through to the Forest
floor; (Picture #14). The Holly sometimes grows in
clusters (cloven)} see Pleture #13; ¥any are twiéted
and knotted into grotesgue shapes. (S8ee pilctures on

pages 22 and 2%}, As cam be noted in these pletures,

Catbriar 1s ever-present in association with the Holly.

The tangle of Holly and Catbrlar provides excellent

sanctuary for birds. I Spring and Fall, the Foregt is

alive with migrating songbirds. This cover 1s best

utilized, however,. inm the nesting seasonm. The Forest




supvorts an incredghle concentration of breeding

Catbirds (Dumetella carolinensis): about 10 pairs

per acre. In the early asutumn, when the young are
full grown and territorial barriers have more or
less fallen, one can gather several families of
these birds around oneself by making strange hissing
or squeeking noises. They come in droves to see what
the rumpus ig about. The Forest 1s also. one of the
northernmost habitats of the Carolina Wren, although
thie bird iz sometimes sporadle in appearance.
Of the warblers, Redstarts are found in the dense forest,
while Yellow end Chestrut-sided Warblers prefer the
more open areas of the ridge tops and marsh edges.
Chickadees (Black-capped) are common throughout the
Forest at all times of the yvear. Over the barrier
beach 1s a great density of hawlke durling migrstion,
second only to perhaps Cape May and Hawk Mountaln in
ennsyivania, There are few mammals in the Forest.
Natives of the areachave told me that Fox aund rarely
¥Mink can be found there. 1 have nsver seen sligns of
elther. Cottontall rabbits occcur, but not in zreat
abundance. Snakes are few. Toads are rather common
during the summer months over the whole lisland..
There reportedly used to be a colony of Black-crowned
Night Herons thét nested in the Forest. I have Tound
groups of 0ld nests that look wery much like the
rerains of this old colony; but they have not used the
area since I have been studying it A few Crows nesf

in the Eoresﬁ;
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In the lowegt spots of the Forsesi, casused
rresumably by blow-outs before the dunes becams

L)

steble, water seapage from the dunes (especially

during periods of much rainfall) fills these
hollows, causing muskeg, The muskers are most
interesting, for they support a different plant

community than the rest of the Forest. In these

wet places, Sphagnum moss ls common,. BSometimes thisg
moss 1s completely flooded over at periods of high
water. Here, also, we Find Red Maples (Acer rubrum)

are the common tree,. although there are even a Tew
Ameficantﬁbilies growing here. Thils seems unusual,.
since this latter tree prefers well-drained soll,

But here the Holly agaln proves 1ltself torbe a most
versatile tree 1n its edaphie and exposure. tolorsnces.

It ts no wonder that it has taken over most of the

Sunken Forest. ©Some of the Red Maples 1n the muskegs

are very old treeg (around 150 years in age)., NMany

of thege maples have been blown over by previous storms,
but this has little effect on them. The continue growing
i a horizontal position, thelr maln trurk sometimes

ortly a few inches above the water of the muskeg; Their
under Branches that Have been pushed into the water, have
diled-=but the rest of the tree (s) remaln growing in a
healthy state. These fallen trees have typlcal mounds

of upturned roots,. but during the many years {(probably

at least 15) that they nave been blown over, a spongy
mat of Cushiom Moss (¥Maium Sp;) has.grown,over them, and

“their roots have prown throushouts this mound to such an
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extent, that a man can walk on them and be supporied,

The Red Mepleg that are still growing upright
ghow, at their tops, the effects of vowerful ecological
forees to an amazing extent--more than any othsr iree
gpecieg in the Forest. Thelr uppermost brauches have
been leveled, ki1lled and polished by the force of the
weather and wind (as soon as they reach &bove the level
of the protecting dune). This complete killing of the
uppermogt branches has caused a perfusion of small
branches to sprout from 2% {4, helow the dead onesg.

Ag these new branches grow up,. they in turn are killed
by the weathering. I suspect there 1ls a certalin amount
of szand blasting here algso, esgpeclally when very high
winds oceur. There is surprisgingly little white guartz
sand (that could heve been wind-carried) to he found

in the Forest, however, as the soll sample analysés
will show: (pages 26-27).

The most dense parts of the Sunken Forest are
found in the lower places and on the slopes. The ridge
tops throughout the area are more open in character.,
(See Pictures # 15 and 16, on pase 18). There is still
an understory of Catbriar, but the Holly and other
trees are spaced further avart. The remaining Oaks,
especlally Post Oaks, prefer these ridge tops. I
noted ome dying Post Oak that had a huge Polsan ivy‘
vine (about*}”.in;diameter) twined around its main
trunk. This épecies of Ozk Has extremely horlzontal
branching. TFor this reason several of them have man-

made (or child-made) platforms on, tree muts im them..




The Post Oaks in the Sunkern Forest are all old
gpecimens,. They are certaiﬁiy’onéféf the pioneer
trees, along with Red Cedar {(Juniperls virginiana)
and Piteh Pine, Sassafras, which also prefers the
ridge tops, probably came later., Since it is a
short-lived tree, it 1s also on iltsg way out in the
Forest. There are only a couple of pure stands of
it left. The only Sassafras reproduction that I
could find was one seedling about 4 ft. high, growing
on. the top of the inner dune, a most exposed spot..

As one climbs the slecpe of the lnner dune, the
trees become more wind-grown and pruned at the tops.
(See Picture # 16, page 18)-.

FPinally, on the top of the inner duney we find
the dwarfted tree forms, mentioned earlier. (See
agein Pictures # 17 throush 20, pages 10 and 20).
Beach Plum occursg on certain stretches of the inner
dune (see picture, pace 21), and a few Red (edars
carr be seen. The Cedar, of all the trees in the

Forest, seems the least effected by the wind;‘as cam

e seen in the pleture, page 21.. Shrub-like forms of
Poison Ivy can also be found here:i(see came picture);
" One of the greatest dune-stablilizers, however, 1s
the Bear Berry, whlch grows in great perfusion on
the top and southern glopes of the lnner dune., This

forms a compact mat, a great guerd against wind erosion.
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Since Fire Island hag no reads on 1t or gzolng to
it,. 1t has becowe more and more popular as a Summer
residence for many people from New York City and Long
Tsland. The settlements have sidewallis or boardwalXs,
in place of roads, and people go to market in thelr
bathing sults, pulling toy express wagons, Thls way
of 1life is very appealing to many, after the nectic
pace of the City;. The Real Estate Boom of recent years
. has had, therefore, its effects on Fire Island as well

as the mainland.

One of the two sunken froests has already been
turned into a development, as I mentioned hefore. The
center of THE Sunken Forest almost went the same way

“three vears ago. One persom came 0 the rescue. He
ig Dr. Ernest Oshorne, Professor of Psychology at
Columbla Teacher's College, New. York City. Dr. and
Mrs., Osborne live at Cherry Grove during the Summer.
This 1s & sizable settlement: of a thousand or two at
this season; (as compared to the one bullding in
1885~-gee letter and picture from Ward Melville oxn
pagaS&ﬂQ, At a mounty tax sale, Dr. Oshorne and two:
friends, (Dr. Edward Smith and Mr. Harvey Case--both of
Sayville, N. Y.), outbid a real estate developer to
save the Forest center. (This comprised Unit 1 and
Unit 2, see map on page 37)% Dr. Ctborne then brought
the matter to the attention of Mr. Richard H. Pough,
Curator of Conservation, American Museum of Natural
History. Mr. Pough was at that time very busy with

the task of trying.io-saveIskand:Beach in New Jersey..
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Having managed te save Thils 10 mile area of virgin beach
land, ¥r. Pough, in March 1852 zot in touch with me
about the Dunken Forest problem. Knowling that I llived
in Telip, Long Island--right acrosg the Day froem the
Foregt--he thought T would he linterested. I waz,

After the school vear was over, 1 started, in the
first part of dJune 1952 1o look into the land ownership
and price matters concerning the Forest, I wasn't any
too soon. A group of local residents of Islip aﬁd Bay
Shore had already obitalned an optlon to buy 100 ft. of
the Case-Smith tract (Unit 1). Fortunately, these people
were almost all good friends of mine, including my own
brother! I was able to persuade them to glve up thelr
option ﬁo Wildlife Preserves, Inc. Thisz lg a small
tax-exempt corporation made up of Mr, Pough (Treasurer),
Robert L. Perkins, Jr. (President), and Hobart VanDusen
(S8ecretary), and myself. We had decided a few days before
to uge thisg corporation as the land holder, ete., rather
than get up a new one., Up to that time, W.P. Inc. had
been working to save only Troy Meadows 1in Hew Jersey;

We were not yet tax-sxempt officlally, but werée to get
this in several months (it finally came in Dec. 1852).

In return for the above mentioned group of local
residents giving up their option, we gave them a 10 ft.
right of way to get from Bay to QOcean for swimming.
Since they were about to pay $10,000 for the 100 ft.,
we Were forced by the terms of the new optlon (to us)
to algo pay this nmuch at ounce.,. We therefore paid

$10,000 down (which we. .got. as. a.loan from one helpful
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person) for all of Unit I, a total of 400 ft. in width,
and running from Bay to Ocean. This gave us an ovtlon

until Wovember 1, 1952, Legally, thilsg ls a crazy price

ot
-

o pay for merely an optlon, dbubt it was the best terms

e

b

that we could get. If we had not done thls, the whole
project to savekihe Sunken TForest would have died a sudden
death before it?;irdly begun.

Dr, Osborne's section, Unit 2, was no problem..

He gave us a one4year option for one dollar. We were
to pay just what he paid for it, plus taxes: $8000.00 .

I was able then to get an optlion on Unit 3, held

by the Dobbins Estate, until Oet. 1, 1952, We paid
$500,. for the option to buy at §50 per front foot, which
was average market price; this came to $26,500. The
money paid for the option, of course, applled toward
the purchase nprice.

A1l of the above came about after many legal
headaches, as such thingg usually do, The prohlem
them wag to raise funds to buy what we had optionedl

T was able to get many small contributlons, but
these 4id a0t add up to any slgniflcant amount. It
lHelped pay lawyers bllls, survey Dills, and later, for
opticn extensions on Unit 31

In November 1952, we got our first break. Having
seen several Foundatlons in New York City, ome finslly
came through and gave us $15,000~~3just enough and just
in time to take up the option on Unit 1. It was the
Mellon Family's OLD DOMINION FOUNDATION.. I will

Forever be grateful Lo them...This was a turnipmg poinmt
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in the whole campaigni. We now actually owned a section
of the Forest--a concrete achievement to which we could
point. This seemed to win the confidence of many people,

We were fortunaitely able to extend the optlon on
Unit 3 until Jarmuary 15, This gave us sone time,

By this date, hovwever, we were still short of funds,
although we had received $5000 from Ward Melville and
£1000 from Mabel Choate. {(Mr. Melville alsc sent the
photograph of Cherry Grove in 1885, on.pageSl); Another
anonymous friend came to the rescue, however, and bought
the entire Unit 3. They are now holding 1t for us until
we ralse the money.

Total contributions to date amount to about
$30,000,00 (May 1, 1953}, With this we have bought Unit
1, pald off our debt of §10,000, and have almost enough
to buy Dr. Osbqrn‘s portion (Unit 2).

We now have others helping to raise funds. Mr,
and Mrs, James Dunlop of New York €ity and Point O' Woods
(who we discovered in December 1052} are carrying Sut
a. separate campalgn to ralse money from everybody |
connected with Point O' Woods. We have made Mr. and
Mrs. Dunlop head of thé Sunken Forest Commlttee, and
rightfully SO . They hawve done, and are doing, a wonderful
JoB., They have given two successful receptlions for
the benefit of the Punken Forest (see Newspaper clippings
on pages SQ-GOj;

We now also have the help of the 85 Federated

Garden: Clubs of the IT District, New York State, Wwho: are
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raising funds Tor the BSunken Forest, It 1g wonderful
to see how the whole campalgn has mushroomed, and how
g0 many people have taken up the cause of the Forest.

Although a great flood of newspaper publiclty
in Degember and January brought mostly small contributions,.
it at leagt made most peonle familiar with the name
"Sunken Forest", which has helped indirectly in many
ways. A few of these artlcles are photodiatied on
pages 52-60),

I have enclosed several pamphlets,and a orogress
report (dated March 2, 195%), to show some of the other
publicity we have had, (Pages‘. 44—4?).

Cune matter that I have found 1s vitally important
to any campalen is: use only one name organization
when selling the public on your project. We used

hoth Wildlife Pregerves, Inc. and The Nature Congervancy

at first, since we had a working agreement with them,
(The N. C. belng a nationsl organization). People

firally got so confused, that we dropped the nanme

5

Wildlife Preserves completely from the publi@_eye; The

prolect 1ls now beimg carried out in the name of The

Nature Conservancy. Since they are the national organization

and need the rrestige, this 1s best.

It is impossible to mention all the people who
have given time and interest to the Sunken Forest Project.
I might nane a.few, however; they are: (besldes ones

irphy, Dr.

already mentioned) ¢ Dr. Robert Cushman ¥
Frank E}.Egler3 iss Rachel Carson, Mr. Edwin Way Teale,

M. Roger Tory Petersom, Mr. John B. Qakes:, Mr, and Mrs,




Georze B, Fell (The Naturse Conservancy), Mr. Fred Tuck, Jr.,
and many officials ¢of the Federated Carden Clubs and the
Garden Clubh of America.

lect has been a collezs

The whole Sunken Forest Pro
education in itgelf, and 1 would recommend a simllar
proJest to anyene who seeks real practical experience

in the huge 1eld cof Conservation.
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The
SUNKEN FOREST
CAN WE SAVE IT?

Just east of Point O’ Woods on Fire
Island, N. Y. lies a unique area known as
the “Sunken Forest.”” Here, due to the pro-

tection of high dunes, especially on the

Atlantic Ocean side, a “climax’ forest has
developed. This means that the frees of
the area are “holding their own” against
any hew kinds that might try to gain a foot-
hold. The dominant climax tree in the
Sunken Forest is the American Holly (llex
opaca). Present, besides young and medi-
um aged hollies, are holly trees over 100
years old! One is amazed thet such a forest
could exist on an island that is nothing
more than a long and narrow barrier beach,
the sand having been originally deposited
there by the action of the ocean tides and
waves. This area has been a source of
wonder and excitement both to the layman
and scientist alike. It should be preserved
so that later generations can enjoy and

. study this unique bit of wilderness.

With the real estate and development
boorn of recent years, many areas that were
farm or forest have been transformed into
Levittowns, drive-in theatres, and factories.
They cannot be changed back again. They
are lost forever. The Sunken Forest has
also been in danger of being developed.
This would be disasterous.

For this reason, Wildlife Preserves [n-
corporated, @ non-profit, philanthropic or-
ganization, has taken an active interest in
the Sunken Forest. Oagkleigh Thorne, 1, a
managing trustee of the group, has spent
the past summer securing options to the

main part of the Forest. It has been in the
hands of several private owners, one of
which is Dr. Ernest Osborne of Columbia
Teachers College. Dr. Osborne has done a
great deal to stop petty vandalism in the
Forest, such as the cutting of holly by com-
mercial and private individuals at the
Chiristmas season. More protection, how-
ever, is desperately needed.

Right now, Wildlife Preserves is faced
with the big problem of raising $25,000 by
November 1, 1952 for the section under
option from Case and Smith (see map be-
low). '

Case
& Osborne
Smith

B i e I
(MAIN PART OF THE SUNKEN FOREST)

Dobbins

$26,500 has already been raised for
the Dobbins parcel from one anonymous

donor. This will be purchased during Octo-

ber 1952. Dr. Osborne’s parcel will cost
another $8,000 (what it cost him) and pay-
ment is due for it on Juiy 1, 1953.

We need your help, especially those
of you who know and love the Sunken For-
est. Let's save it now—today! Contribu-
tions can be deducted from your Federal

. Income Tax. Please make checks payable

to WILDLIFE PRESERVES INCORPORATED
and send them to Oakleigh Thorne, |1, Islip,
L. I, N. Y. Thank you in advance.

WILDLIFE PRESERVES, Inc.
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The Sunken Forest

of

Fire Island Beach, L. I, N. Y.

Just east of Point o' Woods on Fire Island Beach, or, as it is called on the charts, Great South Beach,
lies a unique area known as the Sunken Forest. Here, due to the protection of high dunes on the ocean
side, a dense and very ancient forest has developed. Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy of The American
Museum of Natural History, and other scientists, have found it of extraordinary interest, and the Museum
has recently published a science guide to the area. They tell us that many thousands of years were
required for the evolution of such a forest on what was once bare sand. Now, dominated by American

hollies some of them hundreds of years old, it changes litile with the centuries.

One is amazed that such a forest could exist on an island that is nothing more than a long and narrow
barrier beach, the sand having been originally deposited there by the action of the ocean tides and
waves, The area has been a source of wonder and excitement to the layman and scientist alike. 1t

should be preserved so that later generations can enjoy and study this miniature wilderness.

American Holly Trees
hundreds of years old

Can they be saved

fmm destruction?




With developers ever on the look-out for areas on which to build, the Sunken Forest is in” great
danger. In fact the heart of it would have been bulldozed down for a development before this if Dr.
Ernest” Osborne of Teachers College at Columbia and two associates had not bid in the parcel at an
auction sale last year. Fortunately the entire forest is still intact and can be preserved in its pristine state.

The Nature Conservancy—a national organization dedicated to the task of preserving samples of
American native wildlife communities—has taken an active inferest in the Sunken Forest. Oakleigh
Thorne I, a member of this organization who lives nearby, spent fast summer determining the ownership
of the various sections and negotiating options. The trustees of Wildlife Preserves Incorporated, a non-
profit corporation which is acquiring several natural areas in the vicinity of New York, have agreed to
take title to the land until such time as the form of permanent ownership most likely to assure its continued

protection can be worked out.

The heart of the forest is in three ownerships. Coniributions to date of over $22,000 have enabled
us fo acquire one of these. Dr. Osborne has given us an option until July 1953 on his section at the price
he paid for it—$8,000. The third property presents a critical problem, as our option on it at a price of
$26,500 will soon expire. In addition, we hope eventually to be able to obtain the flanking areas so

that we will control a tract large enough to keep it truly wild.

The Nature Conservancy needs your help in this project. The price of the entire Sunken Forest is
less than the cost of many a single painting in the Mefropolitan Museum. A work of nature like this
forest is just as unique and as irreplaceable as a great work of art. Have we not the same obligation

to preserve both for posterity.

The Nature Conservancy is a District of Columbia corporation and contributions to it have been

ruled to be tax exempt.
Checks and inquiries for further information should be directed to:

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY
¢/o Qakleigh Thorne |l

Box 347, Islip, L. I., N Y.
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THE SEA 1is still an untamed habitat, Indeed, its
whales have been decimated, its beaches blackened
with bilge oil from tankers, and its estuaries
polluted. But the sea itself is for the most part
unmastered, Wherever it touches the land we live
on, it dnstructs us in elemental lessons of physies,
chemistry, biology, and many of their subsciences,
It is good for the mind as well as the soul %o
stand in thought at the sea's edge, It makes a
person shrink to his proper place in nature,

DYURING FIVE CENTURIES, the sea was forced to wait
whils brave Hollanders diked off the fertile sodils
of tne Rhine delta. During those same centuries,
the Great South Beach of Long Island, New York,
formed a flimsy barrier between the sea and a little
wilderness, Precious plants and animals lived a
precarious existence behind tall dunes of sand
piled grain upon grain by the littoral currents of
the sea and waftings of the wind, While the sea
salt and sand blast of the centuries kept the dunse
top vegetation changing and youthful, ancient holly
trees came to dominate the amazingly stable habitat
in: the protected hollows, Slow-growing and resist-
ant to insects and disease, the hollies have been
using the centuries to reach a rare and beautiful
rmaturity in their speecial niche, the Sunken Forest.

TO STAND IN A HOLLY FOREST is a rarer privilege
than standing on the seats edge, The nature of

7 the place inspires equally cogent thoughts and
 feelings. Not only does the reality of time im-
pingse upon one's consciousness, but the realiza-
tion that these trees are refugees from something
called eivilization makes a mark on onets mind,
Men have sought holly for Christmas decorations,
for making musical and scientific instruments,
toy boats, furhiture inlays, and sporting and
athletic goods. - They have learned to plant and
harvest holly as a crop, But where have they
sanctified a holly forest as an entity in itself,
a creation of & peculiar physical environment
coupled with:the urge of living things to keep on
living? {In the South, one can still find holly-
woods 3§ but our culturse is more preoccupied wlth
the creation of & western Hollywood,)

T4 WATIRE ONSERVA T

- servancy's Sunken Forest Committee,
_ of Wildlife Preserves Incorporated, a non-profit

WITH DEVELOPERS EVER ON THE LOOK-OUT for areas on

_to preserve both for posterlty?

1840 WNTWOOD PLACE, N.W, -

‘The Sunken Forest

Fire Island Beach, L. I., N. Y

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY has taken an active interest

in the Sunken Forest, One of our members, Cakleigh.
Thorne, II, spent last summer determining the owner—
ship of the various sections and negotiating optimms.
He and Mr, and Mrs, James N. Dunlop lead the Con-
The trustees:

corporation which is acquiring several natural
areas in the vicinity of New York, have agreed to
take title to the land until such time as the form
of permanent ownership most likely to assure its
continued protection can be worked out. :

whieh to build, the Sunken Forest is in great danger, :
In fact the haart of it would have been bulldozed P
down for a development before this if Dr, Ernest
Osborne of Teachers Gollege at Columbia and two
asgociates had not bid in the parcel at an auetion‘
sale last year, Forbtunately the entire forest is
8till intact and can be preserved in its pristine
state,

THE HEART OF THE FOREST is,in three ownerships..
Contributions to date of over $22,000 have enabled
us to acquire one of these, Dr. Osborne has given
ug an option until July 1953 on his section at the
price he paid for it--$8,000, The third property
presents a critical problem, as our option on it at
& price of $26,500 will soon expire. In additionm;
we hope eventually to be able to obtain the flank-
ing areas so that we will control a tract large -
enough to keep it truly wild,

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY needs your help in this pro~
ject. The price of the entire Sunken Forest ig™: -
less than the cost of many a single painting in the
Metropolitan Museum. A work of nature like this
foreat is just as unigue and as 1rreplaceable ag a
great work of art, Have we not the same obligation"”

WASHINGTON 8, 0.C.




- den on the areas wisited.
" have nowhere near kept pace with the demands on

N EWS - F L A S H E S

V'The North American Wildllfe Gonferenee will be

“held in the Statler Hotel Wash:.ngton, D.C., on

Mérch 9, 10, and 11

A business meeting of the Nature conservancy will

~ be -held in. .conjunction with the Conference, It

will be on March 9, at 2 p.m. in tha Potomac Room

~of" the Statler.-»

“The White House Conference on Resources for the

’ ;}Egjg;g, ‘previously announced for March, has been
“-. postponed until Oetober or later, Exact date has

not-beén set

Bills in Gongress: Two bills have been introduced
to provide that 10% of the receipts from netional
foresta be made available for development of their
recreational resources and wildlife habitat, These
are H,R, 1972, introduces by Congr, Howard H, Baker
of Temmessee, and H.R. 2106, introduced by Congr,
Oren Harris of Arkansas, Hearings will be held on
H.R, 1972 by the House Committee on Agriculturs,

-Clifford R. Hope, Chairmsn, on March 11,

Congressman Leroy Johnson has reintroduced his

bill to prohibit the construction of dems or water

projects in nmationsl parks and monuments, This is
H.R. 1038, Hearings are scheduled on the bill on
March- 10 before the Subcommittee on Publie Lands of
the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
Chairman of the Subconmittee is Wesley A, D'Ewart
of Montena,

The bill to provide for a survey of the natural
grassland areas of the U. S, has been reintroduced
by Congr, Homer D, Angell {Qre,) as H.R, 214, This
bill would authorize the Sec'y of Agriculture to
make such a survey with a view to setting aside
appropriate natural areas for scientific and edu-
cationsl purposes. The bill hes been referred to
the House Committee on Agriculture,

RECORD ATTENDANCE AT STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS

Visitors to the national parks and other areas
administered by the National Park Service totalled
41,516,664 in the 1952 travel year ended September
30, a record in annual travel to these areas, The
1952 total was almost double that for 1941, the
last prewar year, and for 1946,

The National Park Service states that this in-
crease in travel has thrown a terrific added bur-
Facilities for visitors

them} sewage disposal systems, other sanitary facil-

‘itdes, utilities, and campgrounds have become seri-

ously inadequate in meny areas because the Service
has lacked funds with which to provide for the
doubled load, The Service s troubled by its ine-
ability to furnish adequate protection for visitors
or the regources it guards., At Yellowstone, for
example, where the number of visitors has increased
130% since 1941, it was not able to supply as many
ranger men-hours as it did 1l years ago.

In such conditiens as these, there 1s a serious
threat to resources that are among the most prized
possessions of the American psople,

ATTENDANCE AT STATE PARKS throughout the nation
totalled approximately 120,723,000 in 1951, with
the park systems of New York Michlgan, Illinois,
Pennsylvania, and Californla attracting:the most
visitors, according to a recent announcement of
the National Park Service,

This attendance excesded by 6% that of 1950 and
by 304 that of 1946, the first normal year follow- *
ing World War II, according to the report,

Compilation of these and other statistics per-
taining to state parks and their operation is an
importent phase of the co-operative program be-
tween the National Park Service and the states
conducted under authority of the Park, Parkway,
and Recreational Area Study Act of 1936, The Serve-
ice has issued two publications entitled "State
Park Statistics--1951" and "State Parks-—Areas,
Acreages, and Accommodations. :

INTRODUCTION OF EXOTICS

The Colorado Game and Fish Commission plans to
introduce Mysis, a small crustacean, into Colorado
lakds, The object is to increase the trout popula-
tion by providing an additional food supply for
them. The Mysis are to be brought in from Alberta,
Plan was originally to transfer them last summer
but & sharp population drop in the Canadian lake
nade collecting imposaible.

A leading fish parasitologist says that there are
strong indications Mysig may be host of parasites,
In a study made recently on trout and salmon where
Mysis were an important part of the diet, nearly
all fish were parasitized. It appears that this
introduction could backfire,

Reports indicate that the U.S., Fish anmd Wildlife
Service is still busy importing game birds. These

“introductions are apparently being made on the ba-

8ls of the most superficial secientific studies., Two
hundred echukar partridges were brought in by air,
Wthe longest flight that live partridges have ever
made 8itting down", This shipment was headed for
Colorado. In addition, the state of New Mexico has
received 146 Turkish chukars recently, To date the
New Mexico Game Depariment has released 148 chukars
in the Gila National Forest and the Canadian River
country,

_ Both New Jersey and Kentucky are planting Great
Plains jack rabbits, In Kentucky 95 rabbits have
been planted in 3 different sites, These hares are_
considered pests, according to Kentucky publications,
but it is hoped hunting will keep them in check,

PREDATOR PERSECUTION CONTINUES

ALASKA: '"An outstanding job of wolf control on the
Arctic slope of the Brooks Reange in Alaska, using
aireraft, has been reported by the Fish and Wild.
life Service, Operating from & base at Uniat, three
planes sighted 33/ wolves, and made a known kill of
259, This project was established to protect the
caribou herds of jlaska which have been rapidly




diminishing, largely through wolf depredationg,”
-=News note from U,S. Dept, of the Interior, (How
did the caribou manage to survive before airplanes?)

WASHINGTON: "Cougar population on downgrade in Blue
. Mins,: Merle Pooshagen, state predator hunter in
the Blue Mountein region, is a deciding factor in
the population balance of cougars in that ares,

"Coyotes, cougars and bobeats are his main prey.
He has irapped 200 coyotes since he began work with
the Game Department 5 years ago, He takes about
500 predators per year,

"But cougars are the main threai to deer., It is
estimated that each cougar kills about 50 deer per
year, with an occasional elk thrown in., Only once
in a great while will a cougar attack livestock.

"Pooshagen got his first cougar about six months
ago, and though he claims he's just learning, he is
learning fast, He uses the old -Indian-style snare
with modern improvements, He uses a small steel
cable instead of rope. Once the cougar's head
enters the loop, it can do nothing other than
tighten." —-from Evergreen Sports Letter, Vol, 11,
No.43, Box 278, Naches, Wash,

ENDANGERED SPECIES

) TRUMPETER SWANS were censused at the end of their
breeding season by the U,S,Fish & Wildlife Service,
Instead of the 73 reported in 1935, the blologists
responsible for management of the trumpeter swans
tabulated 571. The birds were mostly found in the
vieinity of the federal refuges which protect their
habitat amid farms and ranches., Good work!

WHOOPING CRANES are still in a most precariocus
eondltion not very far from extinetion, An aerial
census on the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge on
the Texas coast turned up just 22 of them, one less
than last yesr. Two additional birds are in & New
Orleans zoo, - The National Audubon Society is plan-
ning intensified educational efforts %o combat ine
different killing of the birds by hunters,

“+ A CHANCE FOR COOPERATION

There 1s a need for setting aside special sanc—
‘tuaries for rare or endangered mammals and birds,
For instance, the White Mountain shrew (Sorex
tenellus) is now confined to a few stations along
small streams of the Charleston Mountains in
southern Nevada, Only about 15 specimens have been
collected, It 1s evidently threatened by grazing,
and some study should be underteken with a view to
« safeguarding its existence,

In a similar vein, some definite action should
be taken to provide a complete guarantee of future
" habltat -to such rare birds as the Cape Sable sea-
side sparrow and the dusky seaside sparrow, Appar—
ently adequate census data are not available for -
either of these two species and there seems to be
no gusrantee that their habitats will be preserved,

The Nature Conservancy is eager to cooperate
with other seientific organizations in sponsoring
these and similar studies,

g

BEGIONAT, NOTES

ARIZONA: Coronedo National Memorlal has just been
established as & unit of the National Park Service,
Located entirely within the Coronedo National For-
est, this 2,745-acre scenic area includes Coronado
Peak from which may be obtained a sweeping view of
the region traversed by the Spanish explorer, Fran-
eisco Vasquez de Coronado, and his men on their
Journey in 1540 from Mexico into what is now the
United States,

This project was originally conceived as an intere
national memorial under the joint ausplces of Mexico
and the U.,3, Congress suthorized it in that form
in 1941, Last July, legislation amending the 1941
Act was enacted whigh authorized the establishment,
by Presidential proclamation, of a national- instead
of an international memorial, It is hoped that the
wey wlll soon be cleared for the Mexican Government
to set aside lands for a companion memorial so that
the long—cherished idea of an international memorial
commemorating the Coronado expedition may be real-
ized.

Mlss Grace M, Sparks of Bisbee, Arizéna, has besn
a leader in the movement to establish the Memorial,:

FLORIDA: Articles in Mosquito News for June 1952
indicate clearly that mosquito control experts in
Floridae have the opinion that chemleal contrels are
only a partial answer, and that wholesale drainage
and other engineering approaches are the lasting
solution, This applies to the specific kind of - -
mosquito found in the Florida marshes. Intensified
and expanded drainage efforts are underway, espe- .
clally in coastal marshes, The entire coamstal arés
of Florida is covered by mosquito control districts .-
except for 2 counties, (It is difficult to avedd '
the conviction that natural areas and certain other.
wildlife lands can be protected only by acquistion
and vigorous guardianship, Never before in the U.S,
have "undeveloped" lands been attacked by so many -
interests. Mosquito contrel, agricultural expansion,
industrialization, resort development, and subur- s
banization are proceeding at a rate that would have
been ineredible 20 years ago.) :

NEW JERSEY: "Negotiations are underwsy for the
dedication of from one-fourth to one-third of the
Sandy Hook.area by the U, S, Army to the State for.
use as a seashore park. An appropriation of $500,.-
000 is now available for the beginmning of the de-
velopment of the ares when the negotiations are.
complete, The area is of interest to foresters,.
especially ‘because of the unique holly forest,

This will be included in that part of the Hook
which the State wlll take over and supervise,

"An appropriation of §2,000,000 is available-
under which the Btate is negotiating for, and
expects to acquire, & property known as the Wharton
Estate in Atlantie, Burlington, and Camden Counties
with a total area of approximately 100,000 acres.
This property is almost altogether undeveloped
wilderness and will be managed as a combination
forest, wildlife, water and recreation reservgtion,".
~~from Allegheny News, Allegheny Seetion of the
Seeiety of dmerican Foresters, January 1953,
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“Tms IS THE FOREST PRIMEVAL,
The murmurmg plnes and the
hemlocks . . .”

Few areas in Michigan possess
more of a wilderness atmosphere than
the Porcupine Mountains. Here we
find a remnant of the original forest
which covered vast areas of northern
Michigan before the white man, with
his saw and axe, denuded them. We
can take pride in the fact that this
55,000-acre tract of relatively undis-
turbed timber belongs to the people;
‘we can be proud that the people de-
mand that it remain a wilderness.

No roads dissect the Porcupine
Mountains State Park; and, as long
as the public continues to support the

present policies governing the man-"

agement of this park, no roads will

be permitied. Foot trails. take the

place of roads, and many miles of
them crisscrbss the area. These trails
are rugged, and a pack weighs heavily
by day’s end; but one is well repaid

for weariness if he en]oys sohtude )
“atid hiatire's handiwork.”

Big timber here can still be seen.
Giant specimens of pine and hem-
lock, yellow birch and maple ranging
up to four and five feet in diameter

and one hundréd feet, or more, in ./

“height, are commonplace. -
Clear cold streams emerging from

the hills, plunge down the .rocky -
slopes and leap the sheer escarpments. -

Waterfalls and rapids lend wild
beauty to these waters. Speckled trout
lurk in the quiet pools and gurgling

"But & little lonesome space where nature has“" her
own way, where it-is quiet enough at night for .one-
to hear the patter of small paws on leaves and the

rifffes where they may- test the skl]l
of any fisherman,

Deer and bear find food and shelter

in the wooded hills and in the dark
seclusion of the valleys. Bald eagles
circle high above the taflest trees;
ospreys patrol. the stream or fish -for )
“coasters” near the shore of Lake Su- ! 1}
perior; startled ravens croak at the 7
intruder and ‘take wing as he ‘ap-
proaches them; pileated woodpeckers
police the woods and hammer out
their messages remote from human-
kind which they refuse to tolerate.
The wolf finds freedom here to himnt
and rear his young. God grant that
he may ever find it thus, lest he be
added to the list of animals wEuch
used to live in Michigan.

The Porcupines are no less beau-.
tiful - when snow sifts down and
spreads a deep white blanket ot the
land. Snow-laden  branches, white
domes and arches; frosty spires replace
familiar scenes. and turn the forest
into_fairyland. Scenes such as this .

“are the teward of those who have the :
hardihood to walk the snowbound

trails” equipped with snowslioes - or
with skis.. Onie need-not fear a night -

.out in the wilderness, for trail-side
cabins will be found : beneath the
pines for the:convenience of a co]d
or weary travele:.

o --edltorial by

R. D, Burroughs in
Michigan Conservation
January-February, 1953

£

mrmuring of birds, can still be afforded in these

troubled days.

The gift of tranquility, wherever
:found is beyond price,m ’
x -New York Times editorlal October 5, 1952
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Mareh 2, 1953
Dear Friends of the Sunken Forest:

Here 1s an up to date report on the progress of the campaign to
rreserve the Sunken Forest of Fire Island Beach,

We have set our sights on the acquisition this year of two addi~
tional properties, whieh, with Unit No, 1 already acquired, would give
us a strip of land 1138 feet wide extending from Ocean to Bay.

Unit No. 1, 4OL feet in width, was purchased last summer for
$25,000, following the withdrawal in our favor ef another buyer will-
ing to pay that price, The condition of this withdrawal was that we
purchase immediately, and we had to borrow $10,000 to supplement the
$15,000 grant we received from the Old Dominion Foundation, Thanks to
the generosity of some ©5 contributors who have donated $28,035 to date,
we are now in a position to pay off this loan.

Unit No. 2, 203 feet in width, immediately east of No. 1, belongs
to Professor Ernest Oshorne, who first called our attention to the im-
minent threat of a real estate developmert in the area, He paid $8,000

for this unit and has given us an option until July 1, 1953, to purchase

it from him at that priece., After paying off the loan we had to make to
purchase Unit No. 1 we will have $3,035 toward Unit No. 2.

Unit No, 3, 531 feet in width, lies immediately east of Unit No, 2.
When our option on it egpired in January 1953 it was sold to a friendly
purchaser who has indicated a willingness to sell to us at his cost as
wide a strip adjacent ta Unit No, 2 as we can raise money to buy, The
price paid for this unit was $26,500, This means that every time we
raise another $50 we shall be in a position to purchase one more foot
of it, once the sum needed for the Osborne property has been obtained,

With the acquisitien of these three units our first task will have
been accomplished and all those who have made contributions to save the
Forest will be able to gongratulate themselves on a great -success;
though still limited as to area, We call attention to this limitation
only because we hope eventually to be able to acquire the two or three
broperties lying between the three units mentioned above and Point of
Woods on the west, Both comtain fine holly forest, but we have dared
to make only preliminary plans looking to thelr acquisition and not yet
to begin the actual raiging of funds, This will have to wait until we
make further progress with the units forming the heart of the Forest on
which we are now vigorously working.

This letter is a report to advise you not only of the concrete ac~
complishment up to this time but also of the exciting prospects that may
be waiting for us, All of us can help, especially by stirring up our
friends to take an active part in the project,

 With appreciation for all you have done and will do, weé are,

Cordlally yours,

“oiThe Burkew” Foyest Committ
srzmnniief - The! Natupe Conservancy
AN INDEPENDENT ORG.dNIZA?fION TO SAVE AMERICA'S HERITAGE OF {VILD NATURE

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

President:

RICHARD H. POUGH
American Muscum of
MNacural History

Vice President:

S. CHARLES KENDEIGH
University of Illinois

Secretary.
GEORGE B. FELL
Washingeon, D). C,

Treasurer:
JOSEPH }. HICKEY
University of Wisconsin

CONRAD CHAPMAN
Boston, Massachusetts

AUSTIN H, CLARK
U. 8. National Museom

FRANK E. EGLER
orfolk, Coanecricut

¥. RAYMOND FOSBERG
Fails Church, Virginia

C. M. GOETHE
Sacramesnto, Califoraia

G. B. GUNLOGSON
Racine, Wisconsin

HERBERT C. HANSON
Catholic University
of America

WILLIAM HARD
New Canaan, Connecticut

PAUL A, HERBERT
Michigar Sraze College

JEAN M. LINSDALE
Robles del Rio, California

HERBERT A. McCULLOUGH
Howard College

KARL MENNINGER .
Topeka, Kansas

M. GRAHAM NETTING
Carnegie Museum

CURTIS E. NEWCOMBE
Lafayecte, California

E. LAURENCE PALMER
Coraell Usniversity

ROBERT L. PERKINS, JR.
Tenafly, New Jersey

J. E. POTZGER
Butler University

JAMES-B, ROSS
Decarur, Georgia

ROBERT W. SCHERY
Kirkwood, Missouri

PAUL B. SEARS
Yale Usaiversity

JULIAN A. STEYERMARK
Chicago Natural History Museam

WILLIAM VOGT
Planned Parentheod
Federation of America

RESEARCH COMMITTEES

Coordinator:

JAMES A, MACNAB
Portland State Extension
Center, Oregon

PRESERVATION COMMITTEES

Coordinator:
ALBERT M. FULLER
Miiwaukee Public Museum

NATURE CONSERVATION
NEWS

Editor:
JOHN W, BRAINERD -
Springfield College




LONGAGRE 5-6500

25 WEST 43 STREET
NEw Yorx 36, N.Y.

22 January ‘1953

Mr Oakleigh Thorne II ’
Box 347
Lo Maple st
o Islip LI New York

Dear Mr Thorne

Since you are doing such a grand job in
saving the Sunken Forest on Fire Island
beach, it occurs to me that you may be
interested in the enclosed print of Cherry
Grove‘, made from a plate exposed in 1885

As you will see, the plate itself is cracked,
but it still gives a pretty good idea of the

appearance of this popular resort sixty-odd
years ago

Very truly yours

Ward Melville

enc
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¥ HE energetic efforts of a
i l lsmall group of conservation-| Be ‘Deve}oped’ Unless

-
NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1952.

| CONSERVATION: FIRE ISLAND FOREST

By JOHN B. OAKES Unspoiled 50-Acre Area to ‘

ists to preserve from the

bulldozer Sunken Fofest on Funds ,Al‘e R rlsid-s‘% ﬁgg:npég‘g W i;; s g

Fire Island have already had par-l —.esessis
tial success. Sparked by Oakleigh N

_1thdt has already been three times For its preservation from looming invasion a_group Of

‘smaller scale, Island Beach ap-

faction of the New Jersey Legis- both of the American Museum of Natural History, together
Miature in voting the sum necessary with Mr. Oakleigh Thorne, 2nd, Islip. N. Y., who is taking’
“|for its purchase, although & law-  the lead in raising the funds. The trustees now have an

. . - .‘ I :

Thorme 24, a student in the Yale Save The Sunken Forest
‘_Conservatmn program, the conser- . . . _ El i
;;gglgg(l}s;sl;Dﬁgo::e_iz;idbg:gti;t fi:l: There is a constant—at times it may seem too constant
'sived property. Of this sum, $15,- ‘%‘JEmand upon Long Islanders to “save” this or that bit
600 was given by the Mellon fam- o ’_‘natmal beauty from the “developers”. And, bytheway,
ily's O1d Dotninion Foundation. it’s really unjust to blame the developers for developing!

Sunken Forest is & unique un- homgs _for the thousands of Americans who need them
spoiled area of about fifty acres! and live in them. ] o i
consisting of beach, duhes and One more hatural beauty to be saved if possible is the

ancient holly trees just east of e :
ot O Weods. It stretches all strange and lovely phenomenon known as the Sunken Forest

the way acioss Fire Island from| OO Fire Island. It lies largely in a sort of wind-built and
the Atlantic Ocean to the Great|  Wind protected hollow. Lying just East of Point O'Woods it
South Bay. In order, to preserve stretche.s clear across the island from ocean to Great South
the entire tract from certam”de-a .Bay,' Tt ig a unique unspoiled area of about fifty acres inclu i
struction at the hands of "de-)  jng jts beaches and dunes. The forest consists of
velopers,” it is necessary to raise| ° {he moat led : A some
st gnarled, the most beautiful, the most ancient of

$26,500 more before Jan. 15, "the o " A
ldate of expiration for an option holly trees on this continent.

|extended. conservationists has formed a holdi F i q AT
{ On the doorstep of New York  Preserves, Ine., which has alreadﬂlifggir;%i?tégr;e‘%édlt%g
1City, Sunken JForest is another forgst. largely through a gift of $15.000 frorr; the Melio’:oi
tsland Beach, though on a vastly  failv’s Old Dominion Foundation. The Wildlife tt‘ustéé%

are Messrs. Richard A. Pough and Hobart M. Van Dueson;

‘pears to have been saved by the

suit by real estate interests to pre-  option on another 161 ' acres of forest. Their option ex:

‘::,:;;g S;I:S olfmzheye}:;mg:;tly ;Om";: ][}irias January 15 and vou may help save the dav by sending
e e rorest “will have o be o Mr. Thorne any contribution toward raising the necessaxfgf

preserved through private action -$26,500 by that date. Meanwhile a guard has been placed
it it ia to be preserved at all, - over the property to keep these primeval trees from being
' torn apart by holly_seekers. o

..Neivsdax.j‘ : " Tensdey e

“Fin, Gun and Rudder

i by John (Duke) Dolyny: ' it iy

> Sunken Forest, the unique S50-acre tract located cast of
Point O'Woods, has just received ancther reprieve. Slated to

become a real estate sub-division, a small energetic group of
conservationists have succeeded for the third time to block

- this move.

Led by Richard H. Pough, curator of conservation at the Amer-
jean Museum of Natural History in New York City, treasurer of the
organization and Oakleigh Thorne, a student in the Yale Conservation
program, the group ralsed $25,000 through contributions to secure
about one-third of the desired land. Of this sum, 315,000 was given
by the Mellon family's old Dominion Foundation,

The conservationists will regquire $26,500 more before Jan. 15, the
date of expiration for an option that has already been three times ex-
tended. Sunken Forest is a most unusual spot on an otherwise sandy
beach, contains wild cranberry bogs and other fresh water bogs which
provide a source of fresh water for migratory birds. Some of the vege-
tation in this section of the barrier beach is so densely tangled with

_ eatbrler, whd, grape, and ancient holly trees, that it is almost ime
possible tecregol the bay shorg Other:trees exist such as oak, swamp

maplé pepperides s sassafrag, imd: pltch-pine., The overhead shade s so

complete that in meany places In the fovesl the sun does not filter:. .




“' »MOVéOnt‘o’Save

- vation of some of the oldest holly

- just east of Point o’ Woods on Fire

They represent fine specimens of
“the true American holly which

~slecorations, ’

952

Old Holly Trees
On Fire Island

Group Now Raising Funds
to Acquire 36314 -Aere
~ Stretch of Sunken Forest

A group of private cltizens is in
the process of insuring the preser-

trees in America, it was disclosed
yesterday. The anclent trees, some
of them several hundred years olg,
dominate the Sunken Forest, a
.spectacular stretch of wopgdland

Island. Fire Island is a thirty-
mile-long sand spit off the south
shore of Long Island and is acces-
stble only by boat.

Richard H. Pough, curator of the
department of conservation at the
‘American Museum of Natural His-
tory, said that the group already
has purchased a 400-foot stretch
of the narrow island for $25,000
and is now raising funds with the
alm of acquiring 1,138 feet con-
taining thirty-six and a half acres.

The area 1s a mysterious sort of
place, It is called the Sunken
Forest because it lies hidden in a
valley behind the sand dunes. The

- tops of the trees are kept clipped

off by the winter winds that whip
gcross vhe island. Although it is
dominated by holly trees there are
also sassafras, tupelo, pitch pine.
‘and wild cherry trees. The old

“holly trees have gnarled trunks,

and reach up to thirty-five feet
from the forest floor.

The trees have the typical green,
’shiny leaves with sharp points and
the red berries which are tra-
ditional at this time of the year,

reaches its maximum growth along
the coast. In many areas the
American holly has become rarg
Because itsleaves and berries were
blcked and sold for Christmas

Twisted and Knotied

" In describing the Sunken Forest,
Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy,
*ornithologist, * once wrote, “The
long boles of the trees in the
Bunken Forest make a picturesque
and contrasting scene. Most strik-
Ing are the yellowish-gray hollles
—the last word in grotesquerie of
stem and branch—twisted, gnarled
and knottted, parfing and fusing
.again like island -olives. Cloven
trunks are not uncommon. Some
of the hollies have diameters of
ten to twelve inches, breast-high,
and a height of thirty-five feet,”
M. Pough said the move to pre-
serve the area was started when
Dr.” Ernest Oshorne, of Teachers
College at Columbia University,
and two associates were attending
&n auction and purchased 2 600-
foob, strip of the island, Dr, Os-
borne went to Mr, Pough with the
idea of turning the area into some
sor}, of public or quasi-public pre=-
serve, Mr. Pough interested The
"Nature Conservatory in the projs
€ot, The Nature Conservancy I5
- 8N organization interested in pre
serving such areas of natural
interest. : :
A group of interested persons
forined Wildlife Preserves, Inc., as
& holding corporation for the land
as they acquire it. The frustees
of the corporation are Mr. Potigh,

Hobart M. Van Deusen, also off

the museum, and Oakleigh Thortie
2d, of Istip, L. I, who s takind
the lead in ralsing the funds. They
have an option on another 531«
- foot strip comprising 16% acres. -
Option Expires Yan., 15
" THe option expires Jarn. 15, and
they hope to have the necessary
$20,500 by that time. While they
are in thé process of raising the
Junds a guard has Been estab-
lished in the forest to keep pre-
+holiday holly pickers from damag-
ing the old trees.

Mr. Pough said thab after the
Droperty is acquired the group will
decide just how it should be pre-
-served. One way, he said, would be
to set up & private organization to
provide guards and otherwise ad-
mihister it so that the public could
enjoy the place. Another plan
would he fo turn it over to the
stale park system, )

—n s }’\__




up Acqulres lhe Sunken Forest m‘_‘ 18
‘ve ﬂe Save lasl al Gld Helly Tre ’

inken Forest

““Continued froth page 1

and berries were picked and
or Christmas decorations,

logist, once wrote, "The long

of woodland a short, distance east
of Point O"Woods is expected to save
ey from the ravages of holly-
s who have obtained - their
stmas decorations for years by
the gimple process of sailing to the

can find,
‘many branches have been stn -
B ec; from sco many holly tfrees a-
g the length of the ocean barrier
gver the years that Sunken Forest
15 about the only spot which as yet
has not been picked barren by dis-
cerning gatherers who wish only the
greenest of Ieaves and the most red
of berries.
Perhaps -

“has- escaped hecause

h and - taking whatevex holly |

, valley behind the sand dunes, Th

old In many areas the American

1t is a long walk from the nearest
publi¢ boat lahding, and is difficult trasting scene. Most striking are the
to find, but eventually, it too,;yellowish-gray hollies — the last
would fall prey to the yuletide sea-; word in grotesquerie of stem and
sof. j branch — twisted, gnarled and knot-

Richard H, Pough, curator of the

American Museum of Natural His-jdiameters of 10 to 12 inches, breast-
tory, -said on Monday that the hiBh; and a height of 35 feet.”

group already has purchased @400~} * Mr. Pough said the move to pre-
foot stretch of the narrow island for/{sérve the area was started when
$25,000 and is now raising funds Witll?
the aim. of acquiring 1,138 fees, con-!
taining thirty-six and a half acres.:
" The area is called the Sunken:
Forest because it lies hidden in a

as Columbia University. Dr.

tops of the trees are Kept ciipped
off by the winter winds., Although}
it is dominated by holly trees theére|
are #lso sassafras, tupelo, pitch pine{jMr. Pough interested The Nature
;and wild cherry trees. The old hollyj Conservatory in the project. The
; trees have gnarled trunks and reach|i Nature Conservatory is an organiza-
" up to 35 feet from the forest floor. itlon intereste@d in preserving such

The treey.have the typical green, [areas of natural interest:

shiny leaves with sharp points andjl A group of interested persons
_the red berries which are traditional | formed Wildlile Preserves, Inc., a§
‘at this tlme of thé year. They rep- fla holding corporation for the land
resent fine specimens of the true|jas they acquire ig,
American holly which reathes:’its {of ‘the corporation are Mr. Pough,
maximum growth along the ‘eoas obart M. Van Deusen, also of the
and some atre helisved over 200 years eum, and Oakleigh Thornz 2nd,
3lip, who is taking the lead in
g -the funds. They have an
tion- on Aanother 531-foot strip
mprising 16% acres.
The option expires on January
ABtH,: and they hope to have the
ary $26,500 by that time,
¥ they are in the- process- of
raiging the funds a guard has been
éstablished in the forest to ‘keep
bi‘eholiday holly pickers from dam-
aging the old trees,

Mr. Pough said that after the
propert.y is acquired the group will
declde just how it should be pre-
served One way, he said, would be
to:set up & private organizatiuvx to
provide guards and otheiwise ad-
minister it so that the public could
enjog z¥he: <place. - Anaother . plan
v turn it aver to the state

b’me rare becauw its

describing the Sunken  Forest,
tobert Cushman Murphy, or- .

1boles of the trees in the Sunken|:
Forest make a picturesque and con-|

{ted, parting and fusing again like|
island olives. Cloven trunks are not|.
department ‘of conservation at the uncommon. Some of the hollies have

nest Osborne, of Teacheéds|,

rd Smith, of Bayport, and Ha,r— .

aﬁ public or quesi-public p*eser\re. :

The trustees)

e e —— 2 ——
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" Fire Island’s Holly Trees

. Holly trees are a comparatively rare sight
around these parts largely because people intent
upon Christmas decorations have been destroy-
ing them in the process of picking berries and
jleaves for seasonal decorations. But since holly
is as beautiful upon the tree as in the midst of
a Christmas wreath, it is good to know that an 6EY.
effort is being made to preserve a holly grove not ~ s JUIIRE
far from New York, This unusual group of L .
trees stands—of all places—on Fire Islahd, ‘that i B k
narrow strip of land which barely rises out of the ac 3!
sea off Long Island, On sandy Fire Island, T i
where almost any tree looks like 4 forest, a mere F . d . f ogei
leaf is worthy of note, and the holly irees there un s or Optl n
are reputed to be among the oldest in America. ; R SRR e
. Thiéy are in a part of the island known as the 'New. 'Groiip i Ma‘y P
 -Bunken Forest, a weirdly twisted collection of ‘ Natufaf‘ Bea S
:holles, sassafras, tupelo, pitch pine and wild i B gt “;y SR t
‘cherry trees. Sand durles surround these ~ Beach; Need $20,000
treés and their top branches are convenlently 3 The fight té e
clipped by the winds that whip through them. ost,” o oimeraive "Sunken For
In the winter time, hardly any one is there:to Great South‘bez?ch. hi%gﬁe};ns%%@;
see them, bui summer visitors, when they weary Grove and Point 0" Woods, is €
of the more artificial pleasures the island offers, ing up against the expiration :
. can - take great joy in thelr wilderness-like !Qf. an option on January 15— 3
. ' : beauty. A group of private citizens, under the ft}t',i campaign for funds is still
L\" ' name of Wildlife Preserves, Ine., is now under- about: §20,000 short of its go .
. T ' -, Preservation of the natyralfl
taking .a campaign to preserve the Fire Island 'beauty of the “forest,” long an|
holly trees, and to this end has purchased a| - |editorial goal of this newspaper,|
400-foot stretch where they lie the thickest. has been taken up by Nature | -
| Their objective is to amass a thirty-six-acre Sg::se[;:;nc{eda national organiza- f¢
'tract, which will keep most of the Sunken Forest the beautiog ofmnalzf;‘?se‘f"at“’f of |
intact. It is to be hoped they succeed, for these by the march of ,,p:gg:_g’;};’e’l, lli;a;i :
itttle areas of mystery and solitude along our affiliate, Wildlife Preserves, Ine.,|.
coasts are too valuable to be overrun casually has' been formed to take title to|]
by, the passing tides of men. o the forest lands. AR
/ ]

~ Pres
e b

fd Preserves
New. Jersey, b
of th

Wildhie Preserves “hag: bough
Ahe tedcts belonging to Mr. ¢
arid Dr. Smith and hag an opt
on-the 200 fect belonging to Dr.
Osborne, “who is cooperating with
us: 100 per cent,” Mr. Thorne ; -
baid. However, a 600-foot strlp Tt <
gast of the Osborne property is| Gont'd from page 1, this
for sale for $26,500, and that is PR
the parcel on which the organi- department of ‘conservation of the
2ation’s option will expire Janu. || American Musewm of  Natural
ary 16. It is a part of the Wil History, is treasurer, and the trus-
liam™ F. Dobbins estate. -7 {|.tees. are Quakleigh- Thorne, IE, of

Mr. Thorne said that if the go. | SuP ahd Hobart M. Van Deusen, |
ciety can- take -over these - two: also of !;he museun staf.
parcels it will have the principal |  Late in 1850 a 600-foot strip

section of the - forest, although {0f the forest was sold at an auc-
eventually, if funds are availabls: |tion to thiee men who bought it
and the lands haven't been sold:|%9 23 to keep the property -out
in - the meanwhile, his ., group||f the hands of real estate de-

e I} velopers, - They are Di# Ernest
Osborne of Teacheis college,.Co-

would like -to buy another 600
feet at each end. D R ;
lumbia - . univeé

The avea has been of especjal | ¢ 3 el i Br. Faward
interest to horticultwralists bee | g of Suyville and; Dr. Edward
cause of the- size of the trelc):s, Sﬁxithof Haypors.. 5 o -
{hollies and oaks more than a fool
in- diameter; the wide variety af
plants, many of them usually as-
socigted with the mainland . 4nd
i_ukmd. upland areas, and the
Tact: that sucht Anvaiisty

1 ‘ the. i

N B
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Beat Jan. 15 Fund

Facing a deadline of Jan, 15 onthe final extension
their option, a group of conservationists intensified its dr (]
to raise $26,500 by public subseriptions to help purchase the |
Fire Island Sunken Forest and s: the legend-filled lang
wmark from extinction. 4 ifie trees that vise move

‘The race against time is being than - 80 feet are many tall pep-

conducted by Wildlife Pregerves,
Ine., which has already gathered
-$6,000 toward the $26,500 goal, ac-

pgrridge, swamp maple, sassafrags,

American holly trees.

réd cedar and hundres of native

SUNDAY NEWS, JANUARY 4 1953

cording to Oakleigh Thorne-2d of According to Howard F, LeCluse
Islip, one of the leaders in the; of Blue Point, who more than 12
fund-raising effort, .. | yeéars ago advocated preserving the

The Sunkez} Forest gets its name forest, it contains almost every
from the setting that conceals most variety of native Long Island flora
of it from passing viéw. It lies be-. many, varieti

: and:-many.
hind the dunes of Long Islands | wild flawe
barrier beach, east of Qcean Beach. | w'i'!d ﬂpw,ezjs.
. "The secluded woodland paradise, |
a natural botanical garden said to
contain ~the finest collection gf;
American holly trees in the Hagt,’
is over a third of a mile long.and |
a:few hundred feet wide. - :
Thorne explained that Wildlife |-
Preserves, of which Robert Perkins |
of Tenafly, N. &\, is president, was
formed ~ expressly to save the
Stnken Forest and has already
acquired a 400-foot section, The
latter tract, extending from Great
South Bay to the ccean, was pur-
chased for $25,000, raised by the|

group. -
: Has 3 Units, a
Altogether, the forest consists
of three units, Thorne said, adding
that, besides the 400-foot tract
slteady acquired, there is a 200-'

foot parcel and one that extends
600 feet. h
The latter parcel, he asserted,
belongs to the Dobbins estate and
ean be purchased for $26,500, But,
he adds, “We have already had|,
three extensions on our option.on
this parcel and the final extension )
expires in less than two weeks,” ..}
The $6,000 already raised to:
ward the $26,500, Thorne said, “has
come mostly from foundations and
private individuals who want to,
‘gee the forest preserved, and we
* have had quite some help from the
Point o' Woods Association on
Fire Island. We figure that it is
enly through public response that
we can possibly veach the goal by
the deadline date.” R
< Tract Held for Group. -
The 200-foot parcel, he explajnedy
wis purchased at auction som@
time ago by Dr. Ernest Oshofne
of Columbia Teachers’ College
+two associates, who ave intere;

s oty bt

£, parts o ich - are”
+mea level, hag withstood the rav
Uof the holly-gatherers’ ax, which
has been the fate of most of the
gmall holly in the open stretches{
of the 30-mile-long barrier beaeh.
- /After penetrating the outer angle |
of brush and briers, one descends| =

&

es ‘of qupming .

-
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“LONG XSLAND’S LEADING NEWSPAP&}&”

THE ADVANCE PATCHOGUE N Y, THURSDAY JANQJA&Y

SUNKEN FOREST l:?:ac:ljreit I\bl(?(lil:i:

.other plants, many of . them asseciated with m‘-
land and upland aress, is Zoal of a campaign
heing conducted by Wildlife Preserves. Inc. The

: A Plea for ‘Sunken F e

Preservation of “Sunken Forest,” that puceless natural
wonderland a few miles east of Point o' Woods on Great South
heach, has long been an editorial goal of this newspaper.

Thus it was with great delight that we learned that a
group of nature-lovers, Wildlife Preserves, Inc., has-been formed
to secure title to this primeval forest which contains one of the
few remaining holly groves in this section of the country as well
as o weirdly twisted collection of other rare trees such as sassa-
fras, tupelo, pitch pine and wild chenry trees. |

But we were distressed to learn that the group is still
about $20,000 short of its goal as the expiration date of an option
approaches on January 15.

So far the group has been successful. It has bought up
two tracts of 200 fect each and has an option on a third qtrlp of
200 feet which belongs to @ man said by the group to be “co-
operating with us 100 per cent.”

However, there is another 600-foot streteh to the east
which is now for sale for $26,500 and that is the portion on
which the January 15 deadlive is set. To lose 1t would be to
]eﬂpardwe the whole forest. .

Much as we like to see Wildlife Preserves acquiring title

0 “Sunken Forest,” we believe the real answer eventually lies in
the addition of the Forest to the county park system, where it
would remain safe for ull time. But of course it may be impos-
sible for the county toract id time to save the aforementioned.
etrlp and thus some quick contributions “are-vitally needed —

wilderneas. of hally, osk and a wide varjety of developed for nuture lovers.

I, of Islip, said vesterday more than 37,960
has been received. See editorial in this i .
weAmaricon. _Mnm-um Ngf Natul'al -‘History

group must have $25,000 by next Thursday if
the area neyr Point o'Woods is to be kept un-
Oakleigh Thopue,

s “To our uninitiated readers, we might repeat that “Sunken-
Forest” is. thus named because it lies hidden in a valley behind

sand’ dunes. It has been of especial interest to horticulturists

‘becanse of (1) the size of the trees — hollies and oaks more

than a foot in diameter

, (2) the wide variety of plants, many of

el

ang

areas,

Yy

nd and inland, upland
such a variety is thriving so close to the ocean

3

th mein}

them associated wi

(8) the fact that

front,

of Islip, one of the trus-.
le in the fund—ralsmg '

g the Forest should get in touch’
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;rl:ced Mm"ev »Mone‘y
To Take Up Gption
On Sunken F orest|

ﬂest Speumens of Hqily
" Would Be Preserved in
N atural Surrmmdinga

"'AEt.hough the committee seeking.
to, gre:m ve the, Sunken Forest on
Fi.re Island Beach cast of Pomb»
OWoods, is still shors some thou-
sands of ‘doHars in iis campaign to
Q,Q:t m purchase funds, Okleigh
e, 2nd, of Maple ave., Ishp.
i ident that the necessary.
money will be on hand to exXercigs
the gption held on the pr oparty. Mr,
1ie, heading the fund-raising |
effort placed the amount at $19,000 |
last weekend. The £ption expires on
Jan. 15. At that time $12,000 ad-,
qiggnal was requived. )

u;nit which- was formed to save t;xg
\mken forest from development by )
;veal estate operators. To date mogh
“of the donors ave either Long Island
oF -New York residents, who have
sgen the forest and marveled et 1ts
w(mgla;s on the outer reef. )
The Sunken TForest, hidden bg X
the rolling dunss just east of
o’'Woods, has pever been se
tg .the average summer vacatior
on E‘he Island. It is a thickly gr
a;ea that. is domfnated by fm_e

%real estats det'elop.ment €O
It now holds a 400-foot stretoh
the Atlantic shere to Gréat Soy
Bay. Under option is another 80
fool strip. The group licpes 2
ially - to possess the. entira f
.. which covers akout 50 a
bert Perkins of Tenafly, N

‘WHa Life Preserves, Inc., is the|’

Saves Hofly Trees

Plat to Preserve Fire Island|
Fract Gets 6 Mos, Grace
An anonymous donor has come
to the rescue of a project to pre-
serve a Fire Istand holly tree
grove, just as the option on the
tract, held by a conservation
group, was about to expire,
Richard H. Pough, chaitman of
the department of conservation at
the American Museum of Natiral
History and president of Nature
Conservancy, said the donor had
bought the sixteen-acre tract, con-
taining some of the oldest hoily
trees in America, for $26,500.

- The option on the frack, which_’
was to have expired vesterday, was
renewed by the new owner in favor
of Wildlife Pleserves. Inc, for a
period of six months. . Wildlife
Preserves is a holding corporatiofs
fostered by Nature Conservancy:
1t helds title to- another 400-foof
streteh of Fire Island beach puk=
; chased earl:er for $25, 0(}0 as
: AR X

ye
ken Forest a streteli of
woodland east of Point 0'Woods n
Fire Island, & thirty-mile sand sphit
off the south shore of Long Island,
aceessible only by boat. Nature
Conservancy, an organization in-
terested in setting aside unigue -
bits of landscape for conservation;
became Interested in the proj ject as
& possible public preserve. :
After the purchase of the’ first
twenty acres of the tract, a cam-
paign was begun to raise funds to
purchase the remainder. only
$8,000 had been ralsed by the time
the option expired yesterday;
Pough said that with the
. mionths of grace provided by ]
fiew optlon, the group has “e
extctation that we.can 'y
money” to-purchase the pi

1 pe assured. Steps
en to prevent vand
L will be on ciuty, the
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 14 4 Officials Will Be Present
NEW YORK HERALD annvﬁngAt Dunlop Fete Tonight for Sunken Forest

. - 5‘
Meetlng Wlll Plan l Mr, and Mrs. James N. Dunlopfhopes to preserve it for future scn-
Preservation of iof New York and Driftwood, Point|entific study.

O'Woods, L. I, will give a recep- anAg::%?xi t?:ft??-ﬁ“é’ ?,frfﬁgs t:%i;‘clt
. . . - 8
The Sunken Forest/jtion tonight in their nome at 53537, St Snd doe Warn Mopoest
A Reception Will Be Given

Park Avenye in behalf of the con-|Miss Mabel Choate, Mr. and:Mrs,
servation of the Sunken Forest in|Goldthwaite H. Dom‘ My, and Mrs.
Fire Island Beach, L. I. Mr. Dun- gd\\&n 8. W%bstfr J;* tﬁ}.1 Sp;nce};
. . 4 ‘lop is chaiy £ th S CO presiden 0 L3 oin
Tomght at domen()f I:fir. =es!t): Commlil'?tle{:: \?rhitci: iiu;tle&?ngotro (SD’W;godsD Assogxahon, and. Mrs.
and Mrs. James untop ’preserve this miniature wilderness. “gt?lght ]i\;[r m;nd Mhl;;'s n-;'voi;l% g
! The guests of honor will be Dr.|Flagg, D d Mrs. Albert Vand
ion will be given by Mr, £8; Dr, and Mrs, ander
anﬁ Iﬁfgp?}ames N, Djnlop c§1air- [Robert Cushman Murphy, chair-|Veer, Mrs. Hardin Orvis ¢
men’ of the Sunken Forest Com-| man 6f the Department of Birds of 2N d Mrs, Louis Skidmore,
mittee, this evening at 8 o'clock at| the American Museum of Naturall == i
their home, 535 Park Ave. Guests| History; Richard H. Pough, Cura-
of honor will be Dr. Robert Cush-| tor of Conservation at the same,
man Murphy, chairman of the De-| museum " and president of the
partment of Birds, American Mu-| Nature Conservancy, Inc., of
seum of Natural History; Mr. Rich-| Washington; Miss Rachel L. Car-
ard H. Pough, curator of conserva-|’ !son, author; Dr. Brnest Osborné of
tion! at the same museum and Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
president of the Nature Conserv-| Yersity, and Oakleigh Thorne 2d,
aney, Inc., of Washington; Misg rustee of Wildlife Preserves, Ine.
Rachel L Carson author of "The| -Developed through the centuries
Ses Al‘ot;n d Us": Dr. Ernest Og- and sheltered by high dunes on the
borne, of Teachers College, and Mr.|;2C%30 Side, the Sunken Forest is|

an unusual aréa of primeval waoéd-
Oaklelgh Thorne 2d, a trustee of|liang. 1t 15 sltuatedp east of Point

“Ibuilaing lots,

Ipresident of the Point o’ Woods

_|@'Bara, New Jersey State Senator

Wildlife Preserves, Inc.

At the reception plans will be
discussed: for preserving and keep-
ing inftact the unique area known
as .the Sunken Forest, which is
tocated just east of Point o' Woods
on Fire Island Beach, N. Y. The
forest, which has developed
through centuries under the pro-
tection of the high dunes on the
ocean side, is a primeval tract
dense with large holly trees, tupeio,
sassafras, post oak and others. As
a large part of thé forest is under
several ownerships with the dan-
ger of it being sold and cleared for_;
the committee is!
seeking contributions for paeserv-
ing the property,

Donations to save the Sunken?
Forest are being made to the Na-
ture Conservancy, Inc., and title to
the property acquired is being
taken by Wildlife Preserves, Inc.,
both exempt corporations, This in-’
sures that gifts will be deductible;
frdm Federal income tax and that,
there will be no real-estate taxes'
against the forest. §

Among those expected to be pres-
ent at the reception this evening
at the Dunlop home are Miss Ma-
bel Choate, Mr. and Mrs, Ward,
Melville, Mr. Willlam C. Foster,!
Deputy Secretary of Defense un-
dert Secretary Lovett, and Mrs,

ter; Mr. and Mrs, Goldthwaite
H. | Dorr, Mr. 8. Spencer Sgott,

Association, and- Mrs. Scott; Dr.
and Mrs. Albert VanderVeer, Dr.
and Mrs. Irving S. Wright, Mrs.
Hardin Qrvis, Mr. and Mrs, Edwin
8. Webster jr., Mr, and Mrs. Louls
Skigmore, Mr, and Mrs. Robert

d.Van Alstyne and Mrs. Van
jyne, My, snd Mys. John i,
AgE | ﬁnd Mr. F‘rank I-owrr.

O'Woods, The committee is frying
to prevent building - develcpers
from destroylng the tract, and

© and it is hoped that: the meeting

iFire Island Preserve
To Be Aided at Dinner
| In support of the effort to pre-
serve The Sunken Forest situated
Jon Fire Istand Beach, just east of
Point O’'Woods, L. I., a dinner will
e'fhe given next Tuesdav in honor of
Miss Rachel L. Carson. author of
"The Sea Around Us,” by Mr. and
:Mls James N. Dunlop attheir
~home. 535 Park Ave., New York,
ITirua other guests will he Mr. Edwin
UWay Teale, author.of “North With
' the Spring”: Dr. Robert Cushman
iMmphy chairman of the Depart-
jment of Birds of the American
jMuseum of Natural History, and
Mrs Murphy; Mr. Richard H.
Pough, curator of conservation at
the museum and president of the
iNature Conservancy, Inc. e Of
Washmgton and Mrs. Pough; My,
} John Hopkinsonr Baker, president
of National Audubon Suc1ety. and
Mrs. Baker:
Melville, Mr.
and Mr. John Brooks, author of
“The Big Wheel.”

There will be a meeting follow-
ing the dinner at which others in-
terested in conservation will . be
pressat, A chief topie for consid-
eration will be the status of the
campaign to save The Sunke
Forest. Great interest has alr eadn
been stirred up towdrd preserving
the fine holly trees of this primeval
wopdland for futire génerations,

w4l he  instrumental -in ‘exciting

and Mrs. Ward|l
Oakleg;n'l’horne 2df

- widespread en Uhusia

L
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is hoped that more anﬂ
e -in -this. country . will

recrestional: and aesthetlc
: -1mmeasurable in-: dollars:
they::serve: as biological
what - you: might _call

1tal “controf” areas. Seienti
rtch in_these spots can shed

s the “Sunken Forest " Heré"
‘the protection of high dunes;
Hy.on the Atlantic Qcean side,

that the trees of ‘the area “are
ing their own” against any new
“that might try to gain a foot-
The dominant climax tree in the
‘Forest is-the American Heily
(Ilex -6paca). Present, besides young
and medium aged hollies, are holly-
tr‘ees -over 100 years old! One is

dinner, followed by &
d meatins on
ir- home, 5'35 o/

ds of years were requ1red for
olution of such a forest! o
as once bare sand. (Fire Island-
funs paraliel to the south shore
of Long Island, and separates ithe
Gr ,outh Bay from the Atlah >

Sunken Porest has. bhee :
£ wonder, study; and aesthetic.
on ‘to the scientist ‘and ithe’
alike. For example, Dr. Rob-‘
hman Murphy of The. Ameri-
[useum of Natural History has
ly published a science guide to ™
irea, ang the author* is, at pres-
rying out an ecological study
s Forest for his Master of Sci-
degree at- Yale. Besides this,
“groups of . interested. laymen’
frequent field trips to the plac
ddition to American holly, o
pepperidge (tupelo), sassafr
oak, red.oak, muscléwood, a
“pine . growing “in “the- Sunken
t. Along the Bay edge, shad-
OW -is: common, and on-the tops of
2 protecting dunes, beach’ plum
found with an underlying ca
_bearberry. The latter. helps
stabilize the sand dune. In the Fore

wonderful” sanctuary for hir
_species of ' whieh "are commj
mamland This area iS on

h the real estate deve]opm
of fecent  years, the Sunke
st- has- come very close to de
tion. In: fact, the heart: of i
weuld howe been. balido
by now-if if had hot been
E‘rnest Osborne of ‘Feachers
t- Columbia who, with-two:
s, outbid: a developer fm

Hy, 'l‘he Nature




