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Here is a quick summary of our observations of parking on the Park Loop Road and a few other 

trailheads in July and August 2017. 

 

Methods 

We drove the Park Loop Road four times a day at 1000, 1130, 1300, and 1430 hours on July, 2, 

3, 20, and 30, and August 1, 9, 15, and 17 (eight days) and made counts at 40 parking sites along 

the route. The route began on the Paradise Hill Road at the Cadillac/Route 233 entrance to the 

park, exited at the Otter Cliff Road, and returned via Route 3 and Cromwell Harbor Road. 

Depending on the site, we counted cars parked in paved parking, gravel pulloffs (or parking 

areas), on the road shoulders, or in the right lane of the one way Park Loop Road. Sometimes the 

distinctions between these were a little fuzzy. 

 

Results 

We summarize this dataset along the route as driven by posing a few questions and answering 

them in short paragraphs with data shown in tables only for the right lane parking section of the 

road. In a few cases we summarize data for several sites together. Text was cut and pasted from 

text boxes in the Excel spreadsheet. 
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RIGHT LANE MEANS BY TIME AND SECTION

ES to SB SB to Old Skr Old Skr-Key Key-TH TH-Gor Gor-OtterClRd Total

1000 56 64 19 8 6 7 159

1130 88 86 40 25 28 18 284   

1300 96 86 36 28 34 16 295

1430 87 81 33 24 30 12 266

RIGHT LANE MAXIMUMS OVER ALL DAYS BY TIME AND SECTION

ES to SB SB to Old Skr Old Skr-Key Key-TH TH-Gor Gor-OtterClRd

1000 103 92 44 31 15 17

1130 135 99 67 36 79 36

1300 157 112 60 41 67 38

1430 152 112 65 35 75 22

RIGHT LANE TOTALS BY DATE

Time 7/2/2017 7/3/2017 7/20/2017 7/30/2017 8/1/2017 8/9/2017 8/15/2017 8/17/2017 Average

1000 138 250 201 27 145 244 127 136 159

1130 361 425 238 180 255 354 207 253 284

1300 421 427 223 217 253 348 228 240 295

1430 458 373 168 223 220 282 195 210 266

OCEAN DRIVE* TOTALS** BY DATE PLUS 85% MISSING PARKING CAPACITIES

Time 7/2/2017 7/3/2017 7/20/2017 7/30/2017 8/1/2017 8/9/2017 8/15/2017 8/17/2017

1000 Not full Not full Not full Not full Not full Not full Not full Not full

1130 607 673 465 415 503 609 441 501

1300 675 680 444 445 494 607 462 480

1430 717 618 377 449 454 531 412 431

* Includes Old Soaker and Keyhole Lots Plus Other Parking Areas As Below

222 Sand Beach, Thunder Hole, Gorham Mtn and Ledges

189 Take 85% full for 1130, 1300, and 1430

** Plus add ~ ?? cars on road or circling in parking lots at one time.

Think 7/2 when traffic was backed up from Entrance Station to Sand Beach (another 100-120 cars) and crawling along rest of Ocean Drive (another 100??)

Ocean Drive  Right Lane Tables 

 

The first table describes the average number of cars parked in the right lane for the eight days by 

section and time with the mean total at the end. 

 

The second table shows the maximum number of cars parked in the right lane over the eight days 

by section and time. Note that these maximums may have occurred on different days. 

 

The third table shows the total right lane counts by date and time. 

 

In the fourth table below, I added the total number of cars parked in the right lane, the cars 

parked in the Old Soaker and Keyhole Parking Lots, and 85% of the parking capacities of the 

Sand Beach, Thunder Hole, Gorham Mountain, and Ledges Parking Lots (we did not enter these 

lots to count).  The resulting number is a point of reference for the number of cars parked in the 

Ocean Drive corridor. Remember that on the busiest days, like July 2 when the Ocean Drive was 

closed for a short period of time, there were cars backed up in the left lane from Sand Beach to 

the entrance station (100-120 cars??), other cars in the left lane of the rest of Ocean Drive, and 

cars circling/hovering in the Sand Beach Parking Lot and other parking lots (maybe another 50 - 

100 cars total??). 
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