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Methods 

In July and August 2017 we conducted eight counts of cars parked on road shoulders (or in some 

cases, all cars, as noted below) at numerous parking areas along four driving routes throughout 

the park. The routes, parking areas, count times and dates are shown in Table 1. This document 

covers all but the Park Loop Road route which is reported separately. Depending on the route 

driven, we made counts every 60 minutes or every 90 minutes on these dates: July 2, 3, 20, and 

30 and August 1, 9, 15, and 17. These were all days with good weather. Other dates were 

scheduled but cancelled due to poor weather or staffing shortages. We made a variety of notes 

about where cars were parked on the shoulder, oversize vehicles, and anything else that seemed 

relevant. 

 

Name of 

Route 

Park Loop Road Visitor Center – 

Rt. 233 – Rt. 198 

Beech Mtn Pkg 

– Rt. 102 – 

Long Pd 

Seawall – Bass 

Hbr Light 

Parking Areas  

 

Numerous: from 

Paradise Hill 

Road at Rt. 

233/Cadillac 

Entrance to Park 

Loop Road to 

Otter Cliff Road 

and back.  

Visitor Center 

Duck Brook 

Bridge 

Eagle Lake 

Giant Slide 

Parkman Mtn 

Norumbega Mtn 

Upper Hadlock 

Brown Mtn 

Lower Hadlock 

Beech Mtn 

Ikes Pt 

Acadia Mtn 

St Sauveur Mtn 

Echo Lake 

Ranger Camp 

Long Pond 

Valley Cove 

Seawall 

Seawall Picnic 

Area 

Wonderland 

Ship Harbor 

Bass Harbor 

Lighthouse 

Drive/ Count 

Start Times 

1000, 1130, 1300, 

1430 

1000, 1100, 1200, 

1300, 1400, 1500 

1000, 1130, 1300, 

1430 

1000, 1100, 1200, 

1300, 1400, 1500 

 

Results 

 

We report the data for each site in tables of mean and maximum counts by the hour along with 

some specific notes we made about where cars were parked at each site (e.g. which side of road, 

which side of the entrance to the parking lot), along with other notes made by the observers. 

 

Note that each pair of graphs below is on a different scale.  
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Visitor Center – Route 233 – Rt. 198 

 

We added the Visitor Center to this route on July 3 after the exceptional overflow parking on 

July 2, but we never saw that kind of parking overflow during our subsequent observations. 

 

Note that each pair of graphs below is on a different scale.  

 

Capacities 

VC -- 265 

DB Bridge -- 15 

Eagle Lake -- 32 

Giant Slide – none? 

Parkman -- 13 

Norumbega -- 14 

U Hadlock --3 

Brown -- 14 

L Hadlock – 4?? 

 

The mean number of cars 

counted on the shoulders at 

Eagle Lake was highest at 

1200 hours (n=66).  

 

The maximum number of cars 

counted on the shoulders at 

Eagle Lake was 101 at 1100 

on August 9.  

 

Parkman Mountain routinely 

has 30 cars parked on the 

shoulders and sometimes more 

than 40.  

 

Norumbega Mountain 

routinely has 10 cars parked 

on the shoulder and sometimes 15-18. 

 

The mean number of cars parked at Brown Mountain for each hours was relatively low (5-10) 

but one day (8/9/17) we counted more than 25 for four hours in a row. 
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Notes for Visitor Center – Rt. 233 – Rt. 198 
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Beech Mtn Pkg – Rt. 102 – Long Pd 

 

Capacities 

Beech--27 

Ikes--13 

Acadia -- 17 

St Sauveur –6?? 

Echo Lake -- 110 

Valley Cove -- 11 

Long Pond -- 5 

Ranger Camp – 5?? 

 

At 1130 and 1300, the mean 

number of cars parked at Acadia 

Mountain on the shoulder was 

more than 40.  

 

The mean number of cars overall 

parked at Long Pond was more 

than 30 at 1130, 1300, and 1430. 

 

The maximum number of cars 

counted on road shoulders at 

Acadia Mountain was: 71; at 

Beech Mountain: 30; Echo Lake 

29; Valley Cove 32; Long Pond 

59; and Ranger Camp 11. 
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Notes for Beech Mtn Pkg – Rt. 102 – Long Pd 
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Seawall – Bass Harbor Lighthouse 

 

Capacities 

Seawall -- ?? 

Seawall Picnic  -- 20 

Wonderland – 8  

Ship Harbor – 20  

BH Light -- 26 

 

Most of the time, 

Wonderland had about 

twice the number of cars 

parked on the shoulder as 

Ship Harbor, but its paved 

parking area is much 

smaller. 

 

At its busiest, Wonderland 

had an average of 25-30 

cars parked on the 

shoulder, and Ship Harbor 

about 10-15. 

 

The maximum number of 

cars observed on the 

shoulder at Wonderland 

was more than 35 from 

11am to 2pm. 

 

The maximum number of cars observed on the shoulder at Ship Harbor was 34 at 1300 hours 

(once), but the more typical maximum for other hours was about 20. 
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Notes for Seawall – Bass Harbor Lighthouse 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


