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A JAMAR portable traffic counter was installed at the same location as 2016, just before the 

entrance to Schoodic Woods. We collected data from May 1 to October 31, 2017. The traffic 

counter was validated by Rec Tech Becca Flesh once a month from May – October and there 

were no problems. 

 

We compare in four tables below the Southbound (entering) and Northbound (exiting) traffic 

data from 2016 and 2017. The tables show the following by month: Total Traffic (note fewer 

days of collection in May and Sept 2016); Mean Daily Traffic; Peak Daily Traffic; Peak Hourly 

Traffic; and Number of Hours with Traffic Greater than 100 Vehicles per Hour. Based on the 

data records, 100 vehicles per hour Southbound is relatively infrequent and thus seemed worth 

noting. More complete reports of Schoodic traffic were completed for 2015 and 2016 and should 

be consulted if needed. 

 

Results 

A quick look at the Southbound Mean Daily Traffic in Tables 1 - 4 shows there are no 

substantial differences in Mean Daily Traffic volumes between 2016 and 2017. Peak Daily 

Traffic is more variable and sometimes can exceed 1000 vehicles per day in July, August, or 

September, often on Holiday weekends. Southbound traffic counts do not wholly reflect the level 

of traffic continuing down the one way road to Schoodic Point, SERC, and other destinations 

because some traffic goes to Schoodic Woods and back out. For an estimate of Mean Daily 

Traffic on the one way road we can subtract the Northbound traffic from the Southbound traffic 

and get an idea of this volume. In July and August it is about 540 vehicles per day. These counts 

include the non-recreation and non-reportable traffic, but perhaps not quite as much because staff 

may not drive the road commuting home. 
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TABLE 1:  SOUTHBOUND TOTAL, MEAN, AND MAXIMUM DAILY AND HOURLY TRAFFIC COUNTS  
FROM THE TWO-WAY SCHOODIC LOOP ROAD, MAY – OCTOBER 20161 

 Month Total Traffic 
Mean Daily 

Traffic (95%) 
Peak Daily 

Traffic 
Peak Hourly 

Traffic 
# Hours Traffic 

>100 

May 6,006 295 +/- 54 560 86 0 
June 13,790 460 +/- 56 756 113 1 

July 23,342 753 +/- 45 1,044 128 9 

August 24,123 778 +/- 30 929 122 9 
Sept 11,242 669 +/- 115 1,226 193 12 
Oct 10,863 350 +/-

 
66

 
692 85 0 

1. Number of days of collection for each month were May=20; June=30; July=31; Aug=31; Sept=16; Oct=31. 

TABLE 2:  SOUTHBOUND TOTAL, MEAN, AND MAXIMUM DAILY AND HOURLY TRAFFIC COUNTS  
FROM THE TWO-WAY SCHOODIC LOOP ROAD, MAY – OCTOBER 20171 

 Month Total Traffic 
Mean Daily 

Traffic (95%) 
Peak Daily 

Traffic 
Peak Hourly 

Traffic 
# Hours Traffic 

>100 

May 7,704
1
 249 +/- 49 724 105 1 

June 14,300 477 +/- 51 797 98 0 

July 23,126 746 +/- 43 987 130 19 
August 24,208 781 +/- 46 1021 179 25 
Sept 18,715 624 +/- 48 1007 167 11 

Oct 11,213 362 +/-
 
59

 
696 86 0 

1. Number of days of collection for each month were May=31; June=30; July=31; Aug=31; Sept=30; Oct=31. 

TABLE 3:  NORTHBOUND TOTAL, MEAN, AND MAXIMUM DAILY AND HOURLY TRAFFIC COUNTS  
FROM THE TWO-WAY SCHOODIC LOOP ROAD, MAY – OCTOBER 2016.1 

 Month Total Traffic 
Mean Daily 

Traffic (95%) 
Peak Daily 

Traffic 
Peak Hourly 

Traffic 
# Hours Traffic 

>100 

May 1,241 61 +/- 17 150 21 0 

June 3,575 119 +/- 18 206 27 0 

July 6,543 211 +/- 8 254 34 0 
August 7,029 227 +/- 11 286 41 0 

Sept 2,686 159 +/- 19 243 30 0 

Oct 1,966 63 +/-
 
19

 
150 27 0 

1. Number of days of collection for each month were May=20; June=30; July=31; Aug=31; Sept=16; Oct=31 

TABLE 4:  NORTHBOUND TOTAL, MEAN, AND MAXIMUM DAILY AND HOURLY TRAFFIC COUNTS  
FROM THE TWO-WAY SCHOODIC LOOP ROAD, MAY – OCTOBER 2017.1 

 Month Total Traffic 
Mean Daily 

Traffic (95%) 
Peak Daily 

Traffic 
Peak Hourly 

Traffic 
# Hours Traffic 

>100 

May 1,466 47 +/- 16 191 25 0 

June 3,771 126 +/- 15 205 29 0 

July 6,394 206 +/- 7 239 37 0 

August 6,663 215 +/- 10 254 39 0 
Sept 4,322 144 +/- 11 214 37 0 

Oct 1,869 60 +/- 19 166 23 0 
1. Number of days of collection for each month were May=31; June=30; July=31; Aug=31; Sept=16; Oct=31 
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In July and August 2017, the number of hours with greater than 100 vehicles per hour entering 

(remember this is north of Schoodic Woods) increased substantially from 2016. Interestingly, 

this is with essentially the same total and mean daily traffic, which means that traffic was a little 

more concentrated. Two data points does not make a trend, but it is worth remembering (as if 

anyone needs a reminder) that managing peak hourly traffic is a major challenge on the Park 

Loop Road. Calculating the number of vehicles per hour for the one way road to get a better 

understanding of congestion (for example at Schoodic Point) is fuzzier math. The Southbound 

count of vehicles per hour (again, north of Schoodic Woods) serves as the best available proxy 

for potential congestion AT Schoodic Point. 

 

Congestion has not been typically been problem at Schoodic Point except during storms that 

create big surf conditions, as during Hurricane Bill in 2009. During storms, the length of stay for 

the average visitor probably increases, and traffic is especially heavy at high tide. Rangers closed 

the Schoodic Point Road in the middle of the day on September 20 and 21 due to traffic 

congestion resulting from Hurricane Jose passing offshore. High tides were at 11:28 a.m. and 

12:12 p.m. on these days. Southbound counts of vehicles per hour for these days are shown in 

Table 5. Counts of more than 100 vehicles per hour coupled with longer stays and a single 

inelastic destination suggest why these closures were necessary.  

 

 

Also shown in Table 5 is the first non-storm related closure (as far as we know) for Schoodic 

Point which occurred on Jul 2, 2017, a Sunday. Note that with the 1.5 hour closure, traffic was 

still entering the park at a high level, but rangers did not allow vehicles out to Schoodic Point. 

There were four other days in 2017 with four consecutive hours of more than 100 vehicles per 

hour in the middle of the day: July 30, and August, 6, 13, and 20. All were Sundays. Sunday of 

Labor Day weekend would have been the same except for poor weather. Labor Day (Monday) 

consecutive hours of such traffic. None of these days had closures. It appears that 2-3 successive 

hours of traffic flow greater than 100 vehicles per hour at the traffic counter site north of 

Schoodic Woods may result in congestion at Schoodic Point, especially if there is anything that 

increases the length of stay. In contrast, in 2016 and 2017, there were almost no days in June or 

October with more than 100 vehicles per hour. 

 

Data tables form the JAMAR software are appended to this report below.

TABLE 5:  HOURLY TRAFFIC COUNTS NORTH OF SCHOODIC WOODS   
COMPARED WITH SCHOODIC POINT TRAFFIC CLOSURE DATES AND TIME 

  Traffic Counts      

 Date Time of Closure 10a – 11a 11a – 12n 12n -1p 1p – 2p 2p – 3p 3p – 4p 

7/2/17 1302 - 1430  100 127 115 128 100 
9/20/17 1102 - 1139 125 167 123 93   
9/21/17 1201 - 1346 86 133 104    
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