UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER[OR

NATIONAL PARK SERVIGE ‘.
Northeast Relgidn ‘'
143 South’ THird Street

IN REPLY REFER TO: Philadelphia 6, Pa.
H30

September 6, 1962

Memorandum
To: Director
Frony§c£¢aoReglona1 Director

Subject: Annual Inspection Report of Gloria Dei (0ld Swedes')
Church National Historic Site

Enclosed is one copy of the annual inspection report for Gloria Dei
(0ld Swedes') Church National Historic Site.

Park Historian William Campbell is to be commended for preparing an
excellent report, with the assistance of his colleagues Architects
Doe and Boeshore and Park Herticulturist Edling.

It is disturbing to note that the deteriorated brickwork of the walls
of the church, reported last vear, has not been corrected. Doubtless
Rev. Roak, rector of Gloria Dei, is aware of the need for repointing
and otherwise rehabilitating the exterior of the church, and simply
lacks funds to do it., By copy of this memorandum to the EODC we are
requesting that it provide such advisory assistance as it can to

Dr. Roak on this and related problems.

i :
=" -Reglongl Director

In duplicate
Enclosure/y -

Copy to: Supt., Independence, w/c report for delivery to Dr. Roak
Chief, EODC
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' REPORT ON ANNUAL INSPECTION AT
GLORIA DET (OLD SWEDES') CHURCE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
| by
Park Historian William ¥, Gampbell

This report covers the annual inspection of the physical condition and
operation of Gloria nei {014 Swedes') Church Bational Historic Site.
Architects Doe and Boeahore, Park Horticulturist Edling, and the writer.
inspected the church end grounds on May 7, 1962. Adwinigtrative Assist-
gut McCullough took the photographs., '

cgndition-of.Structure

The exterior of the church remsins in much the same condition as it i
was found at last year's inspection. The condition of the wortar and
the settlement cracks are, perforce, in worse condition than they were
a yeer sgo, and this disintegration of the mortar, mentioned in reports
as far back as 195k, is, if not arrested, working slowly through demp-

- ness freezing, and erosion toward the gradusl destruction of the build-
ing illlustrationa No. 2, 3, &, 5, and 6). AllL of the roughcasting on
the base of the apse, last year removed In part, has gince baen removed
in toto, and the rough stonework should be made wabertight by pointing,
with Buch ting as is necessary to fill lerge interstices (Illustra-
tion NO v .

Pointing, rather then roughcasting or stucco, is recommende&.' A litho«
graph in the Historical Society of Permsylvanie by Willlam L. Breton,
made in 1828, shows the stomework to have been exposed.

There are some cracked or loosened shingle—tile on the roofy but appar-
ently no leskege.

The exterior paint is in satisfactory eondition except for some blisters
under the cornjce end some of the trim and shutters. The frame of the
west entrance doorway 1s decaylug along the edges of the door.

The upper pintle of one of the shutﬁers has pulleu out, and the shubter
droppad and the lower strap bant.

The interlor peint is in good condition.

The Guild House

The poor condition of the masonry exterior of the Guild House has not
changed except that, like the church, another year's destructive forces
have been at work (Illustr&tionu No. 8, 9, and lO).



The movement of the south wall cénstitutes‘. & real danger of collapse i
not shored until permanent measures of stability ere taken.

- Condition of the Grounds

The grounds are, in general, in good shape except for the hazardous con=
dition of the two Carclina poplar trees bordering on the walk from the

church $o the guild nsll {Illustration No. 12). Hovever, Dr. Rosk has
alresdy let a contract to have the trees cut back, leaving about t.en '
feot of the trunks to be eover@d by the surrounding ivy.

The @.rd.en wall a.long Water Street, north of the guild house, has been
pushed out of plumb by the proximity of a row of trees on the grounds'
aide {I1lustration No. 11).

The go%rnment property, exclusive of the houaes on Ghr:istitm Street ’ is
sdequately maintained. _ _

Special Feeds in Presemti'on 5 Protecﬁion; Mamtenance, a_.nd Regtoration

The most urgend need for preservation of the church is, st present, the
cleaning of the Joints in the brickwork of all loose mortar and refill-
ing and pointing with the rroper mixture of morthar.

The careful examina.tion of the extarior woodwork for such aress where
decay hes started shows that remedial messures can be tsken: the decayed
perts removed, "Dutchmen” inserted and properly repainted, the removing
of eny wiring that is in the lesst way suspect. There should be & care- -
ful investigation of ‘bhe roof. B _

© Dr. Rosk vould like & solution for the distribution of heat, léss obbru-
- give than the prasent radiators. '

A careful investigation of the guild house 5 south wall by a competent

architect should be mede to determine its safety and make recommendations 3

for waking 1t stable.

Sefegnerds Agninst Fire

The towsr lofts have been pretty well clesred of stored combustibles;

the little remaining should be removed. HNo cbjection to the present
condition was made by the Inspecting officers of the aity Fire Departument
other than the recommendation that the present fusable link CCly boubs be
discontinued because of thelr liberation of lethal fumes and soda-acid
extinguishers be installed.

The floors of both lofte are of wood construction, and these arees open
into the attic of the church without a fire stop. An unchecked fire in
the loft area would destroy the entire building, I% is recommended that
a fire stop be put between these two aress.




The old brittle extension wires extending through both the lower and
upper tower lofts, mentioned in last year's report, have not been replaced.

. The houses owned by the Park, Nos. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12 Christisn Street,
are now in bad order.  The rear doors are open, as is the front door of
No. L. . Rear steps have been removed, and the area arcund the rear strewn
with rubbish. The houses are cccupied at night by young people, Govern-
ment werning signs have been torn down. This constitutes s serious fire
. hazard until the houses sre demolished, and. br. Roak would like a fence

' f_-‘erected bat’wean the two yraperties. '

Restomtion, Repair, and mintemnce by Gwner in Past Year '

. 'New electric service parel boards and meters hava been installed in the
. basement c:f‘ the rectory aml serviee extended into the chnrch.

The venetitm bli.nds hava all been resurfa.ced.. o

In addition to Dr. Raak's car:xng for the dead trees (Illustmtion No. 12),
-he has transplanted certain trees aud shrubs from shaded aress to obthers

- more suitable to their proper development. He has also plented pachyssn-

- dre on ‘the southeast side of the church, which hes enhanced the attractive-
- neag of that ‘area. . .-

-“me g;m ball is having gome repairs made and is be:lng ;painted.
Public Acce;as to the Bite

The free bua service run by the Fh:lladelphia Transporta.tion Company and .
peid for by Old Swedes' and the battleship Qlympis was discontinuad to-
wvard the end of the sumer for lack of patronage.

Thig year the PIC will ran & tour of the new and 0ld city on Sundsys from
June 3 to September 30, inclusive, startﬁ.ng 9.1: Gity Ha.ll Q1ld Swedes!
wil.'L be ohe of the stops. -

The Gmy Line contemplates 8ix bus tours a ‘day, starting from Fifth and
Chestout Streets a.nd. stopping, among other yla.ces, gt Gld Hwedest.

Presentat:lon of Bxhibitor and V:I.sitor Service Pravideﬁ by the Gwner

Dr. and Mrs. Roask are going ebroed this’ summer. & tape-recorded tall
lasting from five to sevan minutes will be presented sutomaticelly under
the dimctien of a gui&e. '

1T the Gr&y Line project does not materialize, the ckmrch‘s well trainecl
sexton and a host or hostess will daily teke overs

A new loogeleaf ragisﬁra.tion book has been installed in the veatibule of
the church.
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Free and Sales Literature

The flier mention&d in last year's report continuea to be availsble 4o
visitors. _

Kind end quality of Visttor Use -

The visitor registration bock shows from May 1, 1961 to l&ay 1, 1962, a
total of 31,202 visltors, representing 4T states and 11 countries. This
~ is e pet gain, in those who signed, of 171% over 196L, This secounts for
only those who signed the register; no sccount has been mede of those who
- did not. Approximetely 22,000 attended services during 'bhe sEMe geriod.
Two thouaand persons attended the antual feir.

" Property Changes

Hone,

Fulfillment of Cooperative Agréement

See Specilsl Needs in Freservation, Protection, mmtename, and Reatom-
tion and Sa.fegua.rds Agginst Fire.

Flans of the Owner for Hexb Yeax'

l. The electric¢ wiring frowm s pole on Wabler Street goes overheed from
one building to another. It 1s contemplated to put the wirlng under-
ground in the parking lot and run to each building in a vay that will
ncrb disturb the brickwork or plenting. : :

2. A nevw electric carillon thet will automatically play at stated times -
is contemplated for the fall. It will be equipped with two manuel con- °°°
soles for non-sutomatic playing. ‘

3« Dr. Roak would like to know of & method aof aistributing the hesat in
the church that will eliminate the present radiators and yet preserve
the architectural integrity of the building to the greatest extent.

Miscell&neous Observaﬁions

There was some damage by boys' bres.king windows on the east side of *hhe
church. It has been virtually stopped by the police meking some srrests
end meking the parents come to the police statlon to get their children.
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Fig. 2.

Fig. 1. West facade of Gloria Dei Church
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Cracked lintel in north wall of west end of church.




Fig. 3. West wall of north arm. Pointing above
window missing, allowing water to enter.

Fig. 4. BSettlement crack below window in north
wvall of east end.



Fig. 5. Apsidal stone foundation looking northwest.

Fig. 6. West wall of south arm, showing interstice
+ 9" deep. Behind this wall is a vault in
which are kept early church records.
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Fig. 8. South wall of
Guild House, showing
settlement crack between
head and sill of lower
and upper windows.




Fige 9. BSouth end of
east wall of Guild House,

Fig., 10._ North end of east wall. Note bricks above window.



Fig. 11. Wsater Street wall, pushed out by trees
on grounds site.

Fig. 12. Dead Carolina
poplar trees to be cut
to about 10 feet high
and ivy allowed %o cover
them.




