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This report is an architectural summary of the available docu­

mentary and archeological facts related to the physical appearance of 

Franklin Court, in Independence National Historical Park. It includes a 

conjectural plot plan of the Court, and conjectural floor plans of Benjamin 

Franklin's own house which stood in the middle of the Court. Written on 

these plans at the appropriate location are quotes from the documentation 

gathered so far by the National Park Service Historians and Archeologists.

Three particularly valuable documentary sources have been included 

in facsimile for handy reference: two l8th century sketches of the first and 

second floor plans of Franklin's house, and the Philadelphia Contributionship 

Fire Insurance Survey of the house made in 1766.

I was asked in March 1969, hy the Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation, Division of Historic Architecture, to represent them on a team 

to investigate whether the known data would indicate that a reasonably ac­

curate reconstruction of the Franklin Court complex was possible.

To present an objective architectural summary of what we know about 

Franklin Court, I found it essential to also suggest what we don't know.

There is a tantalizing quantity of pertinent description which has 

survived in correspondence, and in the enclosed survey and sketches. For 

example, the surveyor's mention of "A Rich Chimney peice" indicates the 

relative position of the Franklin House "Old Dining Room" in the rank of 

elegance of Philadelphia Architecture. But such a description falls far 

short of indicating the very form of the architectural element. The design 

of this chimney piece must, from the standpoint of an architect in the Branch 

of Restorations, be listed as an unknown. All such ’’unknowns" have been in­

cluded with the annotated "known" facts on the drawing to which they pertain.
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I hasten to add that even these rudimentary conjectural plans 

are subject to personal interpretation, and never will be otherwise unless 

further historical or archeological documentation can be more definitive.

On the plot plan (sheet No. l) I have indicated areas where ad­

ditional archeological investigations should be made. These are areas which 

have possibly been undisturbed since 1812 when the Franklin structures were 

torn down; yet were not available to be included in the 1953 and 1981-2 NP3 
archeological investigation programs.

It has been a great pleasure to be assigned, to this team. The 

Historians and Archeologists, who have assembled the material which I have 

drawn upon, have had their reward for the good job they did in the fasci­

nating pursuit. My pleasure has not only been the challenge of the jig-saw 

puzzle aspect of putting together the plans, but of course the pleasure of 

reading these delightful hints to Franklin’s family life.

Conclusions and Recommendations

My personal answer to the question assigned: whether the known 

data would indicate that a reasonably accurate reconstruction of the 

Franklin Court complex was possible -- is, no.

Anyone's answer to this question must relate to that individual's 

standards or aspirations for presenting Benjamin Franklin to people.

In facing the unknowns and what would be called for if a recon­

struction were attempted, I am overwhelmed with the conjectural decisions 

which would have to be made by the architect.
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Let us consider "A Rich Chimney peice" in the "old Dining Room," 

even when it is in fact further modified by presumably being flanked by 

"fluted Collums & half pilasters with intabliture." When the architect 

has conjecturally decided how high the ceilings might have been, and fixed 

a possible dimension for the width of the room, he must then choose a size 

for the fireplace openings, and then a possible width for the chimney 

masonry mass. Having done this, he would perhaps turn to architectural 

books which may have been owned by the l8th century architect Robert Smith, 

who may have dictated the design of such important elements in the house.

And from these books he could choose a plate which shows possibly three 

chimney pieces. The question then to be asked would be -- which of the 

three might the l8th century Robert Smith have chosen for Banjamin Franklin's 

dining room? Having made this choice, he would then start sketching to see 

how this choice would fit with the chosen dimensions, and how it would com­

pose with fluted engaged flat (or possibly round?) columns, with half pi­

lasters flanking them, and all under a full entablature of an architectural 

order of his choice.

And when he has made all these basic decisions, there are a myriad 

of other decisions of construction methods, moulding profiles and the carving 

which probably made the insurance surveyor add the adjective "Rich."

The aspect of this process which in my opinion would make a recon­

struction of Franklin's house unreasonable, is the extreme degree to which 

the assigned architect's choice would enter the project. Based on the 

architect's knowledge of the local l8th century building practices, the 

house would be an amalgam of Delaware Valley l8th century architecture.
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I personally would not want to commit to three dimensional 

materials, and ostensibly a factual presentation, that which I knew was 

a selection of numerous conjectural alternatives.

More appropriate in my opinion, would be a treatment of Franklin 

Court which states only what we know in three dimensional materials, yet 

includes a presentation of all of Franklin's enlightened life through other 

media.

Would it be more effective to present within the preserved and 

reconstructed shells of the Market Street houses, those objects, etc. which 

illustrate the varied facets of his life, displayed in spaces which would 

be used by the visitor as an introduction to a two dimensional celluloid 

and sound, 1970's portrayal of the man: his life in Franklin Court and 

Philadelphia, but also his life as it extended in ideas and deeds across 

the world and forward in time to us?

Physically such a presentation could be within a structure attached 

to the Market Street houses straddling Franklin's 1787 passageway, yet 

allowing the passageway to freely enter the Courtyard as always.

Without literal attempt, Franklin's garden could be respected by 

the use of Plane trees, flowering shrubs and "a very large Mulberry."

And on the house site itself could be presented a model of our con­

jectural idea of the original Franklin Court, surrounded with an exhibit of 

artifacts and documentation pertaining to the Court and house, and shafts 

which would allow the visitor to look down at the few intelligeable archeo­

logical survivals.
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I think that with such a presentation the visitor could exit to 

Chestnut Street feeling fullfilled -- having been inspired with the un­

believable scope of this man's life, and having been elated by the close 

"touch" of the honest presentation of that which we know to have been his.
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Franklin Papers, Vol. Uk, pt. 1, p. 110 
American Philosophical Society Library

Sketch Plan of the First Floor of Benjamin Franklin's House, pre - 1786

Ink sketch on back of a laid paper letter addressed "To Doctor F." 
[Franklin] from John Huske (a Bostonian and subsequently a member 
of Parliament) on a political subject, written £.1766 [opinion of 
APS MSS Librarian Mr. Murphy Smith].

Franklin probably drew the sketch, as the ink writing immediately 
above it is his hand. The unusual upper case B has similar 
elaborations to those of a French stencil set owned by Franklin 
and now deposited at the American Philosophical Society.

The original sketch was full size 1 13/16" E-W dimension x 
2 l/l6" N-S dimension.
Independence National Historical Park negative No. 7826.
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Sketch Plan of the Second Floor of Benjamin Franklin's House, pre - 1786

Franklin papers, Vol. 66, p. 12*4- 
■American Philosophical Society Library

Pencil sketch on back of a laid paper receipt written by 
Benjamin Franklin in ink:

"Receiv'd May 17, 17oL of Benjamin Franklin,
Eleven Pounds for Four Reams of Money Paper
at 55/pr Ream -»_.
P me / £11.0.0 ^

[Signature] Jacob [Gagy]."

Franklin probably drew this sketch. He was in Philadelphia 
when he wrote the receipt. As there would have been no reason 
for him to take the receipt with him when he departed in Nov. 7, 
176i+ for England, we can say that he probably drew the plan 
sometime between May and November 176*4-.

The original sketch was full size 1 6  3/8'' square. 
Independence National Historical Park negative No. 7827.
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Km— Su.\ovà ,^ brvtlc. cL\a_A\.j yv-ctFl  ep k x  ftch'MiJL *̂I'S.
TÎumc. to vve ft̂ n‘cLt*vU_ *ftfl IS5 Oft!t*sFvW(i\ T f .vtbc\ /V
'iFv. to 7 Acr*»i4o kekiA4_ ¿Cv<xtA-jLt| T u'ft-Le.vvr.Ci <u3

HISTORY :
A ' oKblc. » CofcjlsHt 
Its 17*) -  L’ * Pjlr U * V  c

c.f iL l-j. le Xi- K.t|io p-esbeK sj Aeisv/(s'.ls3 b>i l^^o’i.  
■■■■•< <M sR oL “ttfft R  I'-eiVM- W ( VfttsF, - flss.L fell

(7^% uFoA DVft Vvj H^vt ,v“v 0 U -Lù. is L ' S o ' c l c  Cc*-eL\44>..tot *■ LVbU..'
1774 to ee lf^ ... & Ce-wis- H, u , U 'K  ' i V. b L s « w ( to tU. -H<u ■ - LxJill** vV 1 ;.r! ■ ... Fr. ' ,1 ; i: I . 3  . . • ' .Uu. A.'-ft îAIW j V' -tt.v< o j L-, i(4‘714"76 5t LtT|"_ “«> gcik « » s -  Fie

UfORNOiON LOCATIQNJ :
I/Hb _ (c4 . 0 «V AY ■ isLii'-.j ' ’ Çt«f F jl F Ai'.'l k [S1*» ].'. j v . l t s4 seF te Y 4û

•frft'vv ’ Y2r»[- ‘fvftV's*. 4 vivesV u#.Li 7 Op
J.ftWAiwvO WM.cLsjVvs 4  i•■ eu 7

Yt’.uV  ̂*7
Ç i e j W . M  ?  C . 3  4LJ. s k b t x ^ s A ^  l ^ s  b v t . F  * ^ s i t L  ts s U u - A  U e L  . L #  4  -
n.tivs >uvU*( Le» c J i p *■ 21 (, L '. .L tC »*1 Ip®-: 

^  4 A.sA 3

8  <V
F4 Up ueb-L ktM l̂vF pe sH

ift-VUV Uu'vH  ^atiU , tv-A.
Y F 'yC.̂ 114- W-LlU Ku  >Y -' f - 1 wj_ piY.s^

LNC.NOi.JfO APFE AeAUCt

TfLev» pei.L:. s. VOX“. ’ 4-. Ka vx. p, -; -.“. f‘jA. (V
1 'v"" A s*_ U vs)Ly cA ( f  yL t_ ft. \ 11-vA 14

y lYlWX'iU. ]•> P.j 5<vv
r

,Lu

■Siifrc oF 54YuclWt. «vi'UF »xtA  ̂ ¿CtY ki.i|9vH 7 Bv m Ic kt'sA 7 O^t T ^ s  7 2*-.-V 7 
JisVUcrft- pW j 7 I vaUm ' . y {Ub|U  7 > W y<5 7 UiUser* ’  ïU.i.L, 7 Lce4  b Z 3?

BASIC DATA ; iKÌDEf g- Kl p  E VICE NATIONAL M( STORI CAL  PAKJC, HISTORY À ^ P  A R C U E O LO C Y  Fl LES . P B R 'V E D  FPjDAV O’W'O. KJUP- ItOD ARC  M EO LQÇ \ Ç A L &ASt_ A\AP JlliKJE 19^1. ftEUCt POWELL -  ELEVATIONS FIODAL CITJ DATJA\

Pft.vW_ Ç>ov“isAeui j 
5Fftj cFvVfci. k.wc"Ysav_

F*fifyf&S5 Àv“t Ivet i *>f t cjvU itx w " vft —
oF +}vc vsT>vU c p ft sFflJ enjvX ®

V2ZZ77/ZZZ A\“C I'M# *.4̂ .,‘£xjs_ (CtM-W isjti^r*
c"F ft_" utrjüL. .

À C-fe tr»A Vse*L- sVl- V C Fl sy,x_
L L -_--T Z I  □ A2SvAv*e3 poîoLU»
R. 4 S. Fisi 1,̂ 'vCS'C "jwY 4' .¿̂ v

Afte t-iiL  •, > e<tC i v.\~f jl* (\' '*' vi 
F _____ 7Tü>) 3(.sft.. J J_. DC v • vA-ft«-

L̂cx'iA e<i j ft u 'vfU il ftb*3— 
Yi'Ce. 18(4 j O- , L j  ftc |£ '-j. 
ïfftivcLsruC, c  .UL Layv
bctty. Ja>-C' ep<>xh3_ u-4o R 'O
a i 8*--*>-Oft|',Y*'F Ax'.-eUi.i. -.'iV,
Sec ieh '..iei G  (U' S cp A4.(_
ÎUL  prtüwtt. « p fT W 1 .OXpiO ÛtWun
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iVcrVv' iŵ l EL l4,i

il

/_ _ Jo I s t v

I— V

LX..LT
i

y
'î»

~ ~ tju

; i ^ 5
; iltlo itila» |Wrf

.TO ■ [4'-û" b-LvT^
Kc r>vW. jit. or j 
)7t5; DnVIta 
Cv«fcM.WA— n 
IhCrHy- srvv'kv j

- - - - -  ---h

Ref-^Uivi a i grricLTÎ y'. 
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A ta't*« C(itt"«-f - ptiCt/ 1 vluLvL talluKtS l__
k k<u|- plftsb ui i.Yk L.tabt.- fivvt. -
" ALìu b le KCa \ K  - ; 3 7

• " P c  p « V / *-At Ì b v ' d t v  tv A t  c L  WS lL

^ . L A  a  x  A t - . t/  tsjxo p v d  -u>/ . , M7 -¡’î  j

^ 0 \ Z J Z

D F A W l K t  C  btaCOU

0 * . -D i n i n g  r o c u f , . ^ . ]

"Il -(teb ¡tide and. 50 ’’L le a l7̂Hf--- -\
I,

C IvvWuu-'S* A'--tÌ'<. h (it'ASc 'JM l‘7<r
AtV.L ( l . i in t i , !  K* tate AU. * AL y xèe

\t.
.\
M i  * 4('-a. 'v. r. .̂ rate - / ->f Ni
Akx tLAt, iti s T«. [i .,'iv* >L - ‘a .'• £

ta C F t Vr I, U\y bii ta,« t_ r

1___

>*
«c

y >
iA h i , £0 oil'u*-t Re f Iqtjvs, Ir iva.-, tv.

CivvJtta. tab ì  a.v.ytv •• hlì-l

*••• ewcvu rr i;tu • Î Ia M taL.v,-x 
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Úevv ba/rW-a ♦  ítvcUÁ .
£v<*.cr cUA^to'. k (U  +. pr-sfilt., t f O r n A c i  .
44*X|p(jkCí_ ç«-mu'^L>’ ( ^
(Xvwa p -tu . /<í- 4"M>-ca ivAcU» frA-v-vu. n* ^cACI'AaaJ ua , 
MaaMIc à̂ì-ca. 'u*, M l>rvA*̂  7 
^ ioj'V.sUaÍ.vto ív. Li b > Kaí̂  **,

" 5 1 ^  £c TTVVa L C & * U ^  Cü¿V"Wk\tUc dL-v4y>* <

MATERIALS, COLOOS 0(L TEXTURES :
Jivk.vì ¿v -Vi iv\ CrkvS ?
llticaDV oLa ->w.v WXAJLa * üUlWi C/OvR

* IÁm ̂  - Li U_' r L i-» - _  r/%.  ̂ '4c«y\ Fk bv-(A, +l̂ pXo • SCkTÏUVC.
-flcrw‘K-1 - <acU-«vj p'i«.--c bctP'Jl (vsd-ki ? 
lOc-íi p-*. 7
fj-tcvÁ ww-c. - ? IaA cN-> * Le La ?

POSTSlÓLfe EXISTENCE OP ;
&ei4- Cxvv v~Sdo ,

-Ornivi cK nv b< Fy^í AA  ̂ ítA '
+/<rr ’gx-JW i-y Hawai. ?

íIW aaVu ií ) ^ ‘ i i W . " .  c w T  MLaL  j ^
|̂ <XÍ<Jk>Of*-'v-Ao f '"Ov lUu. y Av (rU.'bl'Tl/ÏJ .

bcv\>yt*. Ut-LVí S a * 4v 7
Eyi-cvi *x ?U utt¿v% .

" 0* -Uu. oppc>>L L  Kuj 6U*av.<Im v-<Ln>l
PyTMaLUa 3c. t tij> ¿L Lí̂ LvIcam i v dar p-G'/i vvvaavP’
Cíw vatxi-cA . K  -Uve L ^ L Í ca- A s  ̂ ittA. t v  i v a  re ;^ , 1 7 7 T»

L i

1 V  ■•

F " L U E  E D O A V  q745. 1-790]

"AH 4 c  StC/' ̂ A $ fí-Y-vj
pí<L«.s4i l  t 77? 4f Ôr R I <\a X .
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