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INTRODUCTION

The Dechler-liorris House in

part of the National Park Systenm

o

P. Morris and Jane Rhoads Morris donate

Marriott C. Morris, éeceased. Since the

housezpﬁas been under the admimistrative

Germantown, Pennsy

lvania, has been

since Depember 1948, when Elliston

the property in behalf of

transfer of ownership, the

.care of Independence Netional

Historical Park in cooperatlon with the Geraantoxn Historical Society.

While considersble research on the house

has been conducted through

the years by historians at the hark, no formal research projects

received funding until fiscel year 1973.

the structursal, grounds, and furnishing

House have been incorporated

eepecte have been separately funced.

In Decesber 1972 the Germantown Sévings

ndjoining pgroperty, Shi8
Park Service, and early in
structures revort on

:ﬁihCJT;rel&tiOH$h:y vlanned two =

and Bringhurst houce -~ the Yezzsrch on

thet on the former.

iistory

into one renort,

Germantown Avenue,

re nade

the

For okvious reasons,

of the

o

althoush sll
Fund Sociely donated
to the Fational
cwvaileble for a

e s

f‘uru.L‘ oral

tructures . the Deghler~¥orris
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During the process of writing up the research findings on
these two properties, I founa wnysell &n numcvo“~ occessions in

neeé of assistance, espccially from zgsociaster in 11]306] hie,
K] k Y

& Prego ndaa 00S 8 e R —
vhere the siructures oné documentation 25 Jocated. Myd specizl

anke go to Dr. John D)\Platt &t Independence FNational Historical

Perk, who often assisted me by gathering end sending information

Wbrery awd T
from the park,files., His willingnees to6 help and his enthusiestic

encouragement during the many months of campiling and writing this

report,I will always remember.
. ' L
Michael Adlerstein and Peter Snell, Architects,on thé project,
et information with me during '

,chanﬁed 1de€s and,\the preparation of the QtructureQ reports

for the Deshler-lorris and Bringhurst Houses, and from them I- .
, a fresgh awerensss o
have learned A TSR historical architecture., Likewise, Reid

.t—;,

Engle,.Cufator at the Germantown Historical Society, hot oﬁiy“tzsaoffered
me assistance with the Society's manﬁscfipt collection;~bg§~a}éo‘ﬁeﬂéeé
with my investigetions on the.structuresl history of the Bringhurst

House. To all three I am most grateful.

Iy
n addition, {A research at Lhe Philadelvhia Historical Commission

" and the Historical Society of Pennsylvenia proved fruitful thanks

’ friendly . .
to the . N\ assistance I met et both locations. I would especially

like to thank Peter Parker, Curator. of ilenuscripts at the Society, for

iocatmno, xeroxing, and sending research materials which I had missed

on ny trip to Philadelphisa.



My research gave me a daq7apbrec1a ticn not only for thq Deshler-Horris
and its -
House A history, but also for the many individuals who have
worked'for its preservation. An interview with .the Ellistoﬁ P.
Morrisj@é of Southampton, Pennsylvania, provided me a bou@ﬁ}ful
source of invaluable illustrations for th1Q report, as well as a
most pleasurable exc/%:nwe with the last heirs of the Deshler-Horris
House. 'In adéiﬁion to their donation of the house, the Morriqﬁé@
have contriouted numerous pieces of valuable antique furniture to
the National Park Service, and their generosity in behelf of
historical research and preservation héﬁ%x&éé will lighten many aﬁ
historian's heart beside -my ovn.
liré. Richerd Wilsgon and Mrs. Mildred “onthone-,, cctive officers
of the Jomen s Committee for the Deshler;_—;iﬂorriQ House, formed as-
part of the Germantown H;stO“'cal Society' c‘sune*v1sio£ of the house,
i cheerfully Jome ’
both hﬁug\c n’tec their ulPC and information %==¢ concerning the
house, its g“ounac\”ﬂd furnishings, and to them I extend @ fond
thénk you.
Finally, I would like to express my appreéiaﬁion to the countless
individuais mﬁ,the parik in‘Philadelphia and-agsociates in Den&er‘whoinwi

helped with the analysis, editing, ppoofreading, review’ ' typing;"

o

= . 03 3 A
nd printing of this renort. A.C. Toogood

September 1974



A. TIISTbRIﬁz\.L DACKGROUND: THE SETTING ATD BUTLDER Cf THE DESHLER-MORRIS HOUSE

" bavid Dechler, merchant of Pniladelphia, purchased a 2-acre tract of land
in Germantown --a village some six miles %o thé northwest of Pniladelphia --in
1751-52, and built a summer house there in a rurel setting povulated by thrifyy
German immigrants. The town setting énd the career of the buildef of the Deshler-
Mofris house provide the historical background for the significant historic

_years, 1793 and 1794, When President George Washington 1eésed the house for

his official and personal, use.

Eighteenth Century Germantown

By the. close of the 18th century, the country town knowa as "German Town"
had Q'WW@M/&J em xergeé as a cultural center and resort for prominent Phila-
_ Permavent immigrants ung
delphians. iost of the town s,\reswaer'ta hﬂ de=ceraca from German zmo ]Jutc‘h/\
continued to ob:-:erve their native custems and speak their native tongue. Prlor
to the Revolution many families lived in’ smple, l 1/2 QuOI‘y houses built by
1ocal aritsans from grey stone guerried locally. Ey the end of the century many
of these houses had been raised to two stories but still reteined an appearance
which in 181k impressed one writer as being particularly ugly: ''most of the
houses weré of d@r_., mos§~grown sténe, and of sombre and prison@like aspect,

. . 1
with little old feshioned windowsg and monstrous corner chimneys formed of stone,"
v

~The Germantown community;{@tT of necessity)yremained self-sufficient during

the century, as the humid spring and summer seasons often transformed the roads

into impassable mud bogs, through which only single horses could travel. Con-
sequently, until the completion of the first turnpike road the six miles from
Philadelphia to Germantown in 1802, the town mainteined its own commercial center.

Three large douniry stores--Stoneburner's, Fry's, and Miller's--received the farme rés

1. John E. Watson, Annals ol Pniladelpaiz and Pennsylfania in the Olden Time, TI
(Pniladelphia, 1duli), oh, Vatson woved to Germentown in 1814 and beceme

. 1‘1teze°ted i the town's histor; .f““me ﬂnn—ﬂs IT he G.CVObeu aachaptertentitled,
"Pennsylvania Inland —-uermonto‘m, pp. 16~ (3 ) éo it )

."l




grain and cured meat in exchange for salt, fish, plaster of Paris, grass
seed, and all kinds of groceries and dry goods. Industries developed by ertisan

tradesmen eﬁ%érged very early in the century, so that by 1748 Peter Kelm

explained, "Most of the inhabitants are tradesmen, and meke almost everything

in such quantity and perfection that in a short time this province will want

very little‘from its mother couﬁtry.”'_ The skiléed.manufacturing in

Germantown éf?bused s0 mbyéh interest in Philadelphia that by the mid-

century the town had eé%%rged as a resort center. In 1760 John Adams of M@ssachuseft:
remserked on this new and brisk industry qf Germantown:

+ +» o Germantown, you all know is a Place of comsiderasble
Resort. Hardly any Gentlemen of Curiosity from any of the
" four Gevernments come to this Town, without taking a Ride
to Germantown to see Manufactures there, that of Gless and
that of Stockings. Great Kumbers of People go out from this
‘) Town upon Parties of Pleasure %o Germantown, and there is e
considereble Number of Inhatitents upon the Place.

Tourism in Gemrmentown did not, however, detract from the continued pro-
duction of skilléd manufactured ifems. Indeed, by the close of the

century, Germantown's artisans had won the reputation for an "unrivalled

nanufacture of superior stockings,"” and for designing and producing a light-
2

framed carriage, one of which Presidént Washington requisitioned in 1780.

€. L.h. ButicriZeld, ed., Disry anc autcbiography of John Adams, U (Cambridge,
1961), 165; the quotations concerting Germantovwnd® artisams come from
Edwin C. Jellet, Germantown Gerdens and Gardeners (Germantown, 191k4), p. 20,
and Watson, Annals, II, &7. Wats on, Ibid, p. ho Oydescribes plaster of parls
as a soil fertilizer. He also explains on p. 67 that the horses which
carried goods from Philadelphia during the summer "would enter the mud to their
knees et every step, and not being able to progress faster than two or
three miles an hour, znd then often endsfigered." One old timer remembered
seeing up to 500 wagons in Germantown in one day prdoor to 1812. Townsend
Ward, V'The Germantown Read and Its Associations," Pennsylvania Magazine of
h»ﬁtorv and Blograpuy & (1882) 376. Herinafter cited, P..B. Information
on Germantowm's 1nau§Fr1eQ cones from Watson, Ibid., p 6), and an article
* Naaman H. Keyser, farly Transportation to Cermanuown, P in a book entitled,
ermantown History Consisting of Papers Read Before the Site and Relic
Society of Germantown (WOTanLO”n, 91@ Pp. 45-0. Herpcnafter cited 5
é_rmﬂrtonn History. Keyser also gives a deqcr1301on of the coach Washinge
ten ordered from Germantown's John Bringhurst. p. 46,

2.



Francis Daniel Pastoérius, the 17th cégﬁury founder of Germantown,
had made careful plans for the development of the town. The site he selected
for the settlement stood on &n airy hill only two hours' walking diétancen
from Philedelphia, and offered good, Black, fertile soil and manﬁ whélesome
springs of water. By the time William Penn granted a Char£er of Incorporation

in 1691, Pastorius had already seen the town plan unfold. The main street

was laid 60 feet in width, and on either side of the street tﬁé town lots
- 3

contained space both for a house and garden of atleast three acres.

3. Pastorius's writings are discucsed in John T. Faris, OiLd Gerdens in and
about Philadelphia (Indianopolis, 1932), p. 77. Keyser, A History of
13 Germsntown (Cermantown, 1907), p. Lk,

Pastorius strongly-encouraged his fellow settlers to experiment in
horticulture so that the community might venefit from new and improved agri-
cultural sirains. He witnessed the planting of peach trees on either side
of the mile—léng main street; which, by 1700 were alreedy bearing fruit.

His interest in horicultural innovotion was so héartilj shared ty many of the
Germantowm residents that in 1761 the town financed Adam Xuhn, a gardenfj':
enthusiast in the community, to travél to Sweden to dtudy under the famous
£otanist, Linnaeus. Prior to 1768 Christian Lehmen opened the first

nursery in Germantown and widely advertised his stock of impbrted seeds and
grafted trees and roots ready for transplanting. By the mid-century Germantown
gafdens had already begun to receive the praise which won the towvmn a wié%bread

reputation for its natural beduties, a reputafion which persisted well into

~ the 20th century.

T, Feris, pp. 70-9 and Gl; Jellet, pp. 30-31, and 60. Jellet notes that
Lehman's nursery was among the earligést in the colonies end quotes one of
his advertisements in the Penpsylveniza Chronicle of April 12, 1768.

—a— —— —_— com———n

In 1704 the town eléers selected a l/2-acre plot of ground for a market
square in a location central to the Germantown community,.  For over 225 yéars
this square stood 2t the heart of the town activities, At first, the town

market, prison house, and stocks took a place on the square, to be fPllowed

3,



by a town hall and fire house. Across the Main Street from this commuity
focal point, Devid Deshler purchased his two lots of ground from the
Bringhurst family in 1751-52, aﬁd shortly &after bégan construction of a
stone farm house Whiéh_servedAhis family until 177A wnen & far more elegant
addition was completed. By the fall of 1777, when the British and Americen
armies clashed in Germantown, well over 300 houses had been constructed on
either side of Main Street. Few,however, matched David Deshler's for its
elegance and recent construction, or for its convenient location facing%;_

5.

the town's market square.

5. Keyser, p. 45; Thomes H. Shoemzker, "The liddle Ward Fire Coupany, of

of Gerrantown,“ P.B,18, (1894), L29. Israel Acrelius in 1756 Gescribved
Germantown as. 3 miles long with 305 houses. Jellet, p. 30. As discussed
later in this report, the historic architedt has established that the .
back stone W1ng of the Deshler-Morris House dates to the mid-18th century.
Whilc nc ﬂliy;[rJCa; evicence exists to verify that Deshier built the
stone house after he purchased the property, the likelihood that he

was the builder appears to be high, considering the lana deeds make no
mention of a house as part of the grounds for sale. ~

See the following settion on Deshler for deed citetions. =

The Americen Revolution suspended the growith and improvements of
Germantown, but the town's recovery and popularity seemed to be nearly
instantaneous after peace was proclaimed in 1783. " In 1784 David Schoepf
wrote his impressions of the town:

[Germantown is] between 2 and 3 miles long. All the houses

stand off more or less from each other and each one has around,

or near it, grounds, gardens, and thrifty outbuildings. Kost of the’

houses are well and substentially built of stone, and scme
indeed are really beautiful . . ., there are meny well-to-do

L,



people among the inhabitants; and much property and many houses here

are owned by Philadelphians, who make use of this place as 2

Summer retreat -- and in general, cn account of its nearness,

Tfrequent excursions are mede hither. On Sundays, the whole

road is covered with the wegons and carriages of the pleasure-

loving Philadelphians. 6

Wealthy and prominent Philadelphians found Germantown so attractive
_primarily on account of its natural attributes -- its healfhful, green, and
peaceful surroundings which were to be found only a short distance
from the hot, crowded, dusty, and sometimes disease-ridden, city. Such
was the attructlon fo:_g;ggiaent ﬂachln ton and hlS Cabinet in 1792 <esd=d.,
when yellow fever favaged the seat of government, driving thousands of
Philadelphians from the city. During thégé year¢9éermantown's population
swelled to overflowing, and no doubt far exceeded the permanent seitlement
of some 3000 persons which hzd been COLnued in the 1790 census. And while in
forced exile from the city during these epidemics, many non-Germen Phila-
delphians probably discovered_the'élluréments of Germantown for the first
time. By the turn of the century ﬁhe'predominéntly German and Quaker
characteristics of the town began gradually to dissolve in the face of growing
resortism. The 19th century would herald the emmergence of Germantown as 2

7

society town and wealthy suburb for Pniladelphia businessmen.

6. As auo»ed in Jelle,, p. 31,

7. Heads of Families at the First Census of the United States Teken in the

' Year 1790, Pennsylvania (Washington, 1G03), p. 10. The acministrators of
the Germentown Union School in 1761 plzaced an advertisement in the Pennsyl-
vania Gozette boasting of the benefits of Germantown living: "The Air is
known, from long experience, to be pure and healthy; often recommended, by
the best Physicians, to Invalids; . . .Its small Distance from the City
of Philadelph#a will enable the Citizen, in some Measure, to superintend
both the Health and Education of his Child.” As quoted in Charles F. Jenkins,

The Guide Book to Historic Germafrtown (Germuntown, 1902), p.? . Wateon,

Annels, II, p. 63, states,”The yellow fever of 1793 brought out hereall the
of ficers of the general and state governments, and of the banks, and filled

2 1 t years, sundry
all the houses with new inmates. In the next and subseguent y s
families from the city became residents. Then I?ng;l)'h.'tl'x succeaded rapidly. . .




David Deshler and the American Dream

. 2} ylou-oi=d
The future looked bright for yeusg Dsvid Deshler when he first

set eyes on the bustling port of Philadelphia in 1733. His uncle,

John Wister, had preceded him to the new country six years before

and now wanted David to assist him in his Philadelphiz counting house.

.David had another uncle in America, John's brother, Casper Wistar,

who was on his way to becoméng a prominent Philadelphianfsebee. Most
likely other femily and friends had also migrate@ from Germany to
Pennsylvania, for since 1715 the German population ip the colony hed

been hoticeabiy swelling. With him from Germany David had brought a small,
é"elegant cbamois bag filled with gold coins, prebumably 1nhé%ited

from his recently decezsed parents, Whilg his youthful expectations
undoubtedly were high, David probably then hgsitgted to entertain tie
bossibility that he would achieve the wealth znd prominence which

he enjoyed in his later life, or that he would be the builder and owner

of an elegant country seat in Germantown.



8. David Deshler's name, spelled Johann David Desthler, appears on the
passenger lists of the bhip, Hope, which embarked from Rotterdam, and arrived
in Philadelphia on August 28, 1733. RalPh Beaver Strassburger, Penn-
sylvenia Germen Pioneers (FNorristown, 1934), pp. 119-121. Helen
Whittmen Kohd, "Kohl Family of Pennsylvania, 1792," an unpublished manuscript
in the genealogical collection of theé Historical Society of Pennsyl-
vania, herinafter cited, HSP, The Philadelphia Society for the Pres-
ervation of Landmark@”; '‘Grumblethorpe --1744," a minifolder printed about
the John Wister country house in Germantowvn. Henry Seidel Canby, Femily
History (Cambridge, c. 1945), p. 51. Canby, a Deshler descendant from
David's daughter, Esther, refers to tne chamois bag as if he had seen it
or owned it himself., Gary B. Nesh, "The eranormauwon of Urban Politics,
1700-1765," The Journal of Amerlczn History LV, N6. 3.(December, 1973), 607.
A Sewedish traveler in America, Peter Keilm, expiainead tnau the Germsng all
preferred to settle in Pennsylvania because they had received such poor
treatment in New York, where they had originally chosen to settle. Watson,
Annals, II, 25h. Casper Wistar's name is intentionelly spelled differently
from his prother's and the two families remain distinct to the present. 79//

According to family tradition, the German name, Wister, when aggl@dcized
by the 1mm1gratlon officer, received two spellings -- John's being Wister,
and Caspar's ,Wistar,

o

David was born in 1711 in Baden, Germany, to Marie Wuster and Captain

David Deshler. The Wuster family came from HiHQ?ach, and, like the

Deshlers, had prominence in their community. David's father served as

Captain of tﬁe(hyalry and aide-de-camF bo Prinée Louis of Raden in the War of
the Spanish Sucéession. Family records ‘qi£§57i that the Deshler family
ranked among the Géﬂi@n nobility and théE atleast three branches were honored
with escutcheons,

David had graduated from the‘University of Heidelberg and had passed
his twenty-first bi;thday before he decided to accept his uncle's offer to

Jjoin him in Philadelphia. He left behind his two younger brothers, Anthony

and Adam, both of whom later migkated to Penhsylvania, where théy settled with



@

9

their familieé, the former in Philacdelphia, the latter in Northampton County.

9."Chariotte Grimshaw's Iamily ReCoras, AUgust 22, 1002,  D. 37. Miss
Grimghaw, a Deshler desdendent through Lavid's dauchter, Esther, collected
fomily recorde in 2 notebook hich todav resides with her doushter, Mary
Maclear, in Westport, Comnecticuf}. Resecrch notez tzken fronm the
notebook by Dr. John Pleti have been incorporated in the filec at henzraepleq
Independence Hational Historical Park.{ 1'T5s HMeclear nhas sen- Gthis (féwljDVbél
writer copies of vages from this notebook in addition to her owm
research.on the Deshler descendants. Her collection of family papers
herinafter cited Maclear MS. Most of the published historie
adelphia and Germantown which discussed David Deshler geve the same infor-
mation as given above. See Ward, PMHBzé, 1L1; Germantowm History, p. 27;
Keyser, p. 305; Harold D. Eberlein and Horace Matner Lippincott, The
Colonial Homes of Philadelphia and Its Neighborhood (Philadelphia,and
London, 1912), p. 305. - 6

m

’

Deshlerfs-prospects for a successful cereer in Philadelphiz not only
were founded on the confidence spawned by a comfortable, cultivated back-
" ground, but on the sound example of his two uncles, who were both fast on®

their wag to becoming prosperous members of the Philadelphia community.

Moreover, Deshler and the Wister brothers, as part of the expanding Cerman

s 4.

community, found themselffes increasingly the subject of political attention
$

and solicitation: the bridges to mutual cooperation and assiftance between

Philedelphia’ Quaker founding fathers and the Germen community showed promise

10
of meny adventages for both groups.

Penmsylvania. Nash, pp. 607-8. 1In 1738 Pennslyvania's Governor Thomas

macde a sign@@p%ﬁ%\statement on the German immigration: "This Province has

been for some years the asylum of the distressed Protestants of the Palatinate,

and other parts of Germany; and I believe it mey with truth be said that the

recent flourishing condition of it is in a great measure owinz to the

industry of thes peopk; ancd should any discouragement divert them f{din

coming hither, it may well be apprehenced that the value of your lands

will fall, and your advance to wealth be much slower; for it is not alto-

gether the goodness of the soil, but the number and industry of the people,
.’ that makes a flourishing country.” As quoted in Keyser, p. 129.



Dechler ' ‘ '

ggé%ﬁ apparently moved in with his Uncle John during hies first
years in Philadelphia. The Wister store stood at 97 High (Market)
Street, near Philadelphia's busy wharves. John Wister then was on

e of Tre wott W ichards i 4”
the road to becoming ¥ successful ; R { Phidadelphia, mesomesi.
B ¥

<r
>

According to one account, ‘the "blue-eyed,'flaxen-haired“ young
David was a bachelor "much adméred'by telles of fﬁe ﬁeriod.“ Some
four yeafs elapsed, however, gefore David aéked the woman of his
choice to marry.,mﬁ family legend has been pzssed down about the
couple's first meeti;2,37zz.the thadition régzgéé, David, while on
a collecting tour for his uncle through Pennsylvania, sought shelter

. re _ -
from a storm at the Le Fevgg femily home REL Lancaster. When he
saw Mary at the spinﬁihg ﬁheel, it wes %ove at first sight. Shortiy
after, he returned~§o the areaz and asked for Mary's hand in‘ﬁérriagfjl

The couple were married on March 20, 1739, at Conestoga, in

Lancaster County, by one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace. -
N i

. <
" David looked superb, according to family memorabilia, wearing a suit
) s g

of sage-green satin especially imported for the occasion. His bride,
an only daugnter of'Huguenot parents, Isaac Le Fevre and Catharine
Ferree, reportedly 'was a very pretty woman, fair, with blue eyes and
brown hair." After the wedding, the couple boarded a coach for Phila-

13
delphia, where David continued his career as a merchant.

-3
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p. b1

My "Grimshaw's Family Records,'y Mac Lear, M8. According to Watson's
. Annals, IT, 493, High Street was changed to Market Street ¢n
account of the markets gn it. The original nzme of the street
arose because the street followed agbng the highest elevation
from the river of all others streets in the city. " Grumblethorpe-
L7hl," as cited above in fobtnote 8

12, Karle Theis Weger, "The Deshler Story," The Germantown Crier 7

" (September, 1955), 8. Weger, according to Mrs. Kohl, p. 30, is
2lso a Deshler descendznt. His account of the first meeting of
David and Mary varied slightly from that given in "Grimshaw's

. Pamily Reocords," p. 37, Mac Lear MS.

43, Weger, Ibid.; "Femily Records,'pp. 27, 38, ard 41, tiec Lear MS.

' Miss Grimshaw's records also note that Cod§@¢ora lies about $even
miles from Lancaster, Pa., and that the marriage certificate ha§ -
been handed down through the Fames Canby family of Wilmington, Del-
aware. Miss Gromshaw's information was copied from notes made by
John Morton Dillon, @ Deshler descendent. For & record of the
family descent from Esther Deehler‘,‘lné\fuaeQ the names of Dillon, Morthn,
Canby, Grimshaw, and Maclear, see Mary MacdLear's avpplication to
the Huguemot Society in the files of INDE. For additional infor-
mation on the prom1nent Huguenot families of Le Fevre and Fereee,
see, Werd, PMHB 6 (1882), 1h2.

At 29 years old David's life took on new meaning with a wife to
support. He built a house on two lots between Second and Third Strfets,
on the north side of High or Market Street west of Grindstone Alley, s
and here estaﬁlished his countinghouse. Apparently David broke off

his association with his uncle's enterprise at this time and began
qint:
his own operation as adhardware merchant. Eventually he expanded

his business in imports so thzt he become known as a West Indian
. T ' 2

merchent who traded both with the Indies and England.

£ .
A¥V1Deshler'3 addrese at the present 223 Market St. location, then
stood in a very fashionable part of PhlldOGlDﬂLa As Watson
explained in his Arnals, I, 225, it was "much more genteel"
to "live up High Street,' in the 18th century thef é} the ecarly
19th. Watson.slso noted, prior to 17@3"z11 of the best and richest
nerchants dwelt under the same roofg with their stores.m The sss=most
guccessful, he 0dde, were locoted on Water or Front Street, only
two short blocks from Deshler's. prs. Kohl's original research

’%”}1}2 Pannsyluauca ﬂ'YC‘LHMS Third Sl/'b&f VO/U"K@ 24, fp /ZCVJ’)c/ QC?Z

Shao fhat on Ockober 2 § 1758 &wl\,@/‘ Py
1 ved a Wana «
m lawcaste, Caun éfwlu/u lis baide s fam,,yﬂliwd_ it(,\ %200 ass

§7§/LJO 1744, he rleceined 0 &« u/a/mrutq,g b o /o/
‘ll’c\({,ﬁ[?l&[a (00/7/)/ D e WW



(]

1. for her manuscript,“’l‘he Kohl Faznil‘;;', included recollections of a Deshler descen-

dent,availatle at the HSP within the Sopia Seldon Rogers Collection.
Her notce reveal that j@es a history of Lehizh County (Vol. 2, {- 23k)
quotes a Philzdelphic Directory of 1757~-8 which states, "David
Deshler, Director of Philadelphia Contributionship, hardware,
paints, etc."@Vrs. Kohl's research notes have been included
in the history files at INDB.§ See also, Grimshaw's Family
Records," Ibid; Weger, Ibid.;Zand Ward, Ibid.; and, lorace M.
Lippincott, Early Philadelphia, The People, Life and Progress
(o lacleQpn iz, 1917), p. L6, oad Francis wWnite, The Philadelphia
Direcctory, (Philadelphia, 178%), p. 19. -
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.’ _ The Deshlers' family life cn Market Street reportedly had many .
L :

comforts and coneeniences. David and Mafy converted to the Quaker
faith shortly after their marrlage, and provably attended the Frlend<
Meeting ﬂ%ouee at Second and Market Streets, only one-half block

from their home. Their house, according to family memorabilia,

stood .two stories high, with an attic and dormer wiﬁdows, and was
"built of red and black brick brought over to Philadelphia from Hollandu
Deshler provided the house yithAfront and tack staircases as fire
protection for his family. The Deshler lot carried thréugh the

block to Chiarch Alley, in ear-shot of Christ Church. Tradition
records that David and Mary enjoyed the sound éf the church chimes,

a musical luxury not permittéd for- the Friends Meeting Houses.

The couple d@ﬂp reportedly kept a garden typical of the acco mp11<hed

wiH
members of the communltv, hancomely lald out & box-bordered flower

K /5
bed~, grapev1nes, and frult tree<

o Mary Deshler apparently not only’ was wife and mothcr, but also

an asq1°tant in the Deshler Qtore Between giving birth to 51x

children, Mary kept her interest in shop effairs. As tradtion records, she

! /5. Weger, op. B-9, and 27. Weger contended thet the Deshlers attended
- the Arch Street Meeting House, presumably the one which was located
on the north side of Arch and on ‘the west side of Front Street,
approximztely 4 blocks from the Deshlere'. Historic Philadelphis

From the Founding Until the Karly Ninethenth Century (Philgdelnhla
1953), p. 211. According to en account repordedly written in 1879
by one of Deshler's descendants, Mrs. Elizabeth VcCullough Breeze
George Washington took a cutting from David Deshler's grape v1ne<
on Market Streeti, and transplanted it at Mount Vernon This account
also claims Deshler and Washington becnme well acquainted. When in
Philadelphia, Washington's residence s%a%% a2t 6th & & High Streets, just
two tlocks from Deshler. Kohl noteu, IIDE; Kohl, Kohl Family, p. S1.
"Notes Relating to Dzvid Degia ~Terived rlFCTOPILV From From [sic]
the statements of ...[?] Craﬂcduuchters Elizeteth (Roterts) Cafnby]
and Esther M. RoberuQ " Mac Lear MS. This haddwritten documenta wgas

written in 1883, prehumably by Miss Grimshaw. Watson's Annals,II, 498,

~er
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/
peig 5 for @ vgputhéher's salve" which cured boils and other ailments.
N ) n A

Apparently the salve proved €0 soocessful that it became knovin &Ss

Ccn’\‘\{r\uécl &“D ))f‘ R )
"peshler's galve'" and ;‘“*‘*ﬂﬁhso popular that a century later it

~ ___recine .

received mention in Dr. Wistar's Pharmacopoeia. The ¢ for

. ‘ proof and

¢ the salve still remaingin the family records 2as akreminder of Mary Deshler's
| | /o

L fortuitousi purchase .

— Mactean MG ;
;’/}gf—"crimshaw‘s Family Records, nN.P.A Ward, Ibid. Yeyser,in his history
e qﬁAGermantbwnipublished in 1907, noted that Deshler’s galve was Yatill

sold by drugglists of the present date." p. 205.

Tfagedy visited the Deshlers on at&east three occasions during
theg% eafly years of marriage. Three of the six chiléren btorn to
Mary died in infancy, leaving three daughters -- Mary, Esther, and

" Catharine. pavid's successes would not bte carried on -in his name,
tut rather through his daughters' merried surnemes --Lewis, Morton,
and Roberts. David; however, lived long engéugh to enjoy his‘grand-
_sons, David Lewis and David Morton, for whom he carefully provided .

s 17

§ecqrities in his will.

L=
; TS P - -
147 Grimshaw's Femily Reoords,” p. Jo, Mac Lear 18.; Weger, 0. 93

Will of David Desler, Will Book W, P- 283, on microfilm at HSP3

The Deshlers ljost tow sons, Isaac and Samuel, and @ daughter, Sarah,

vetween the years 1745 and 1759. William Wade Hinshaw, Fneyclo-
pedia of American Quaker Genealogy, II (Ann Arbor, 19385, “UL,
Estner married Jonhn Morton,a Philadelphia flour merchant who rose :
in Philadelphia to be® the 3rd precident of- the prestigious Bank of North
&£ America, a position he held for many years. Lbraham Ritter,
Philadelphia and Her HMerchents Ae Constituted Tifty and geventy Years
Ago (Philadelphia, 1860), P- 185. Mary married =11is Lewis in 1703. A
Thetch of the Lewis family is given in WSrdflgﬁ%blh3-h. Catherine,
the youngest daughter, merried Robert Roberts, @ Philadelphis socialite,
who shared the combany of such fashionaljde 18the €entury Philadel-
phians as Gouveneur Morrig, Tench Francis, John Wharton, and Richerd
Bache. He was & member of the very social club, the Fish House, and

) of the First ¢ity Troop, é&n outfit then and now more socisl then

" military. "Extracts ¥rom the Diary of Jacch Hiltzheimer, 1768-

' 1798," PMHB 16 (1892), 171; Cenby, P. 56. Canby on the same Dage
givesg a Bbrief historical sketeh of Rheerts' ancestors.

2
T
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Besides ks immediate famllygApechleppalco had the comfortgs
' !
of other family members living close byqﬁgg in Philadelphia, and,

. . kalxs . .

‘later, in Germantown. Hés uncles, John & Casper W1ster‘both lived on
\—\\(\A (224 MLU\\(QV\
Memies Street on]y a few short blockc from him, as did his br0uher,
Anthony, who followed David to Philadelphia and marrled Mary Elizabeth
Bensel, daughter of Germantown's George Bensel. Anthony and Elizabeth
spent their summers in the Germantown house built in 1727 by é%§g§§€
Benselees§é£§fter Anthony's early death in 1777, Elizabeth retired

' In addition,
to Germattown as "The Widow Deshler." =5\ Deshler 's nephew, David

~ Deshler, son of his brother, Adam, who settled in Northampton County,
wn%\knsU»¢XQE>SAVwAU\

qoemﬂ. part of h1= youthan Philadelphia in order to enjoy the bendifits

', of family ties and bu;.’smess opportumtles offered in the city. - .

During the Revolution this nephew did credit to the Deshler name
distinguiched L
fag appatriot

and]following-the
war\ W rebutaky as a leading citizen of Alkentown. Finally,

} [{ppz'q(o#,[' M2 ; :

A€ 4 "A Directory of Friends in Philadelphia, 1757-1760," PMHB 16 (1892),’
931~ 232 ; Kohl, “The Kohl Fepilylbo. 37, 39, end 5« .“Mrs. Kohl
documents an impressive list of Revelutionary laourels won by
Ccl. David Deshler of Northampton County. She notes that the
Bensel house where "Widow Deshler" lived after the Revoultion
todey is known as the Billmeyer House at 6506-7 Germantown Avenue.
The Philadelvhia Directory of l78§ lists the  addresses of John

Morton, Rotert Rorerts, and Ellis Lewis. Jellet mentions the
Widow Deshler Garden' a2mong the better flass of Germantown's

formative period gardens. p. 16.

PVEANETN £

as eech of Bewzo—%~threeﬁguughterq married, Bevid and Mary found v

themselves fortunate to have sons-in-~-laws who chose to settle in

SNt Sk 2 28
Philadelphia near thewRecpder residence.



During his rise to wealth and wrominence;&n?hﬁ(ao&fgﬂkia

)
hpeshler proved to be an active member of his community, Quxiva.

In 1738 he joined a group of 35

éeighbors who voluntarily ban%%d together to form the Fellowship

Fire Company. David's name began tc appear consistentiy on charity
‘subscription lists, reflecting a civil responsibility encouraged
among the Friends. 1In 1753 he helbed promote a réligﬁ?gus treatise
translated from German to English entitled, "The Everlasting Gospel."

The advertisement, which appeared in both The Pennsylvania Gazette

and The Pennsylvania Journal, announced that he,'Deshler, "Shop-

1

keeper in Market Street, Philadelphia,' and Christopher Sower,

"Printer in Germantown," had available for sale this newly published

.’ work which/; most likely, had been translatéd and printed in Sower's
L7

own shop.

Weger, pe¥ -. - . :
);ﬁﬁq; Thomes Scharf and Thompson Westcott, History of Philadelohie

1609-1884, IIT,(Philadelphia, 1884), 188:-5. The two advertisements,
dated April 5 and April 3, 1753, were included in a typescripnt
collection published by the Germantown Historical Society entitled,
Newspaper Items Relating to Germalthpwn Historical and Genealogical
(Germantown, 1934) n.p. The Pmiladelphia newspapers were researched
by Miss A. C. Voute who was described,the collection!s editor as,

"a careful historical worker." '

{
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Deshler's joint endeavor with the Germantovm printer had a logical

: M;le(
explanation. David's Uncle Johnﬂhad purchased & tract of land adjoining

Christophér Sower's in Germa%ﬁpwn as early as 17h41, and by 174L had completed
building & summer residence in this healtﬁful country environment. David
undoubtedly became familiar with the Germantown community through familyi
visits during the fiﬁiiowing decade. In 1751-52, he too purchased a lot of

ground in the town --two acres on the south side of Mein Street, presently

known as Germentown Avenue. Shortly after, u‘:i: - Ybeshler
constructed a 2-story stone house on his property where he and his family

no doubt summered. Some twenty years later, in 1772, Deshler bégan construction of
an _ When completed in 177k,
Nalegant 3-story addition to the origiﬁ%% house. Nzhis new structure faced

Ca

‘iain Street and broperly reflected the high social and econonic status
. ' 20 : ’
Deshler held in his later years.

20. "Grumblethorpe --17L4" as cited in footnote 8 above, Eberlein and Lippin-
cott, p. 217; George Bripghurst et ux. to David Deshler, September 7, 1751,
and Ann Bringhurst, George and John Palmer to David Deshler, April 13,
1752, as listed in the "Brief of Title," Box 1, Elliston P. Morris Collection,
HSP. Although no documentation exists, hrchitectural investigation g
of the house and its wing provides evidence that Deshler most likely was the buil-
der ofthefirst sectiof\wing of the present Deshler-liorris house. See also
ft. nt. 5 above’ aad T\/u kaabon s huchu @ (f\(‘*:hn»sbl Secton .

s et e e+ 4

Deshler's family ties in Germentown, in addition to his land owner-
chip there, gave him reason to invest his time and money in the town's
development. In 1760 David Deshler accepted an invitation to serve as one of

the first thb%teen trustees for tie "@Germantown Union School, - presently

/6,



known as Germantown Academyes-and contributed £50, 10 shillings to the
schooll}s futuee, a donation matéhed or bettered by only four others in
a list of eighteen monetary gifts. The first school in fGermantown,

21
the Academy played.an importabt role in the maturation of the community.

| eg . O; Rev. William Travis, History of the Germantown Academy;
ot gifiﬁiez f?émRthe Minutes of the,Truste es from 1700-1377 (Philacelphnia,
1832), pp. 12-13. The Minutes note that Deshler was reeledFd along with
eight other driginal trustees, to serve during 1761. ‘Travis, p.N%§
" ‘Scharf and Wescott, I 254-5;
! Keyser, pp. 81 and 84; John Russell
“Young, ed., MERoTiEL History of the City of Phil ad?lphla~from Its First:
Settlement to the Yesr 180), I (Few York, 1lo9C), 310, The other trustees
for the school included tke=(eacer®&® Germantowry such as Christopher
Sower, Jacob Keyser, Thomas Livzey, and Daniel MacKinet. De;hler had
other logical reasons for his involvement in Germentown affairs. For
instance, his neighbors in Philadelphiz in 1767 included three prior
‘, members of the Germentown community. Lippincott, p. Ls,

- udean

During the decgde of the 1760s Deshier participated witﬁ
Germantown leaders on another matter concerning the welfare of the
population. In 1754 his name anpeared on a eubccrlptlon list to
raise money for the town's first two fire engines which were to be

.imﬁjaFed from England. Presumably Deshler at this time;aéﬁually

"liVed in Germéntown, for he appears on a rego;@ of }ésidepts in

’%BEAtown in 176k. While it has not yet been established whether
David made other contributions to the German community, the faét
that he was a fellow property‘owner.as well as a conscientious
Quaker sﬁggeéts that he did indeed broadly invdlve himself in muni-

33[}
cipal matters.

> e 1 S ) . . .
22- Shomua:(cr‘, ?i "HTA A ﬂ; lLaO )_J_-<2 J, Aeyser, D. 104_. Keyserls l’frge Of reSILO.ents

Soatlil 22
. does not include Lengamwn Chew, John Wister, or other wealthy Fhiladelphians
' who summered in Germantowm. '

17.
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While Deshler demonétrated his concern fer the improvement of
Germéntown, his inﬁolvement in matters of econonic, sociel, and
political ccntent naturally centered in Philadelphia where he lived
most of the year. By 1769 he owned 12 acres of la2nd, a horse and cov,
and kept a servant in Philadelphia's Iorth Ward; he also owned Rt
of land in the Northern Liberties of Fhiladelphia, 2 acres &nd & sulurer
house iﬁ Germantown, and, had likely invested finences in other lands
and property not readily researched. ;Réportedly he beczme so in-
fluential in the city éhat the Royzl Governor beseeched him on sever:sl

occagsions to use his influence with the lerge Germen population in the
i .

fébloh&l' Deshler served on the Philadelphia.Contribuiionship Fire

(8]

Insurance Company's Board of Directors for 32 years, from 1758 to 1790,

the year before hig dezth. The

1
I

Q

ontributionship reoresented one
of the earliesty«(founded in 1752)7Fnd moet respected insurance
companies in the city, and its Board of Dérectors reflected this with

23
members drawn from among the most influentiel fsmilies in Philadelphia.

2

(U}

. Proorietary Tax, County of Philadelphia, 1769, Pa. Archives, 2rd
Series, Vol. 1k, go. 188, Weger, pp. 8=9 ; Contributicnship
Board Minutes, Nov. 177h-March, 1791; 1791-180L; 1817-182h,
Microfilm XVI, Rell 2, INDE. The full title of the insurance
company reads: The Philedelphia Contributionship for the Prevention
of Loss of Houses by Fire. Names taken from the sazme microfilm
cited above for Board Meetings between 1784-7 included George
Roberts; TPmas Morris, John Morton, Joseph Paschall, and Mordecal
Lewis. Scherf And Wescott, III, 211k; Faris, p. 12h; in 1923
Lippincott wrote about the Contributionship: ". . . [it] stands
to-day not dnly the oldest Fire Insurance Company in America,
but also one of the strongest 2ctive Fire Insurance Comp2nies in
the World.".p. 133. Although Deshler attained both status and
wealth in his community, he did not reach the . pinnacleef wealth
as measured in 1772 by a tax assessment which_listed only 84 carricge owners
in the city of Pniladelphia, ;?%% with_z total population of 20,000.
Robert F. Oake, " Big Wheels in Philadelphiz: Du Simitiere's Lis%
of Carriage Owners," Pgnnsvlvania Magazine of History and Biography 95
(July 1971), 331. ~ ' o

18.
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Hrsrical ' ‘
Agéizbnts of David Deshler as & Philadelphia merchant 9@@@&&&%&& I?n«bykmﬁ

glowingly of his lucrative success in the West and East Indies trade.
As one writer described him, "he .prespered exceedingly and became one
" of the eminently substantial men of his day." David also became known
for his honesty and integrity whi{le conducting his business. "As
nonest as David Deshler" repértedly became a common saying in the

24

community.

David's appearance and éersonality, too, made 2 noteworthy

-

impression on his contemporaries. As his granddaughters§' remembered”
him, he customerily wore suits of olive-colored. silk velvet, knee

breeches adorned with silver buckles, silk stockings, bright silver
a cané withfsilver engraving, and . .
shoe buckles,hand a three-looped, cogked hat. Th;s_eleggnt»gppearancé

——

.appdrently was riot typical of'Germanﬁan Quakers, for as ohé'Phil?-

delphia historian reported, Deshler astohiéhéde;he plain trustees
of the Germantown Union Skthool when he arrived at the first meeting

in his full dress "regejlia." Deshler's preference for elegant wear

re§

g— g

\eg& g\fcy}4fde‘A_

T O S

apparently did not g s on his character,
. : W o
at&east in the recollections of his family)w&ha-remembered him as
) zs”
"a gentleman of the old school, good, generous, and polite."

- mHb, L
24 Toerlein snd Lippincotlt, p. 22¢; Keyser, p. 305; Ward,E;E’%ﬁﬁ:

Canby, p. 52; "Grimshaw's Family Records," D. 41, Mac Lear MS,;
Robert C. Moon, The Morris Family of Philadelphis @@Eﬁ@
1898), ©78. Seened nls_cf Aatheny becviS ) PmHB.Ley ,
2¢ Canby, Ibid.; "Grimszhaw's Family Rd@ﬂids,” Tvid.; Ward, ;F’{%@;
"Notes Relating to Devid Deshlar," Mackear MS:; H.M. Lippincott,
Early Philadelphia, D. 45, Canby claimed to =5 own a silver
shoe buckle of David Deshler's. Weger added, p. 27, that
in his declining years Deshler was described as & man of venerable
and majestic aspect, and that he often used the cane to"thump
on the floor?, to the terror of his michievouz grandchildren.”




w2

.David's marked personzl expreésionninﬂéress and demeanor extended
‘ag well to his formulagion of foffbeful convictions which he supported

both in word and deed. In 1765 he signed the Non-Importation

Act in protest to the British taxation policy imposed by the
Stamp Act of that year. At the same time, Deshler was appointed to
a committee of eleven retailers who were to carry the agreement into

effect. Symbolic of his personal committment to this political
. on
movenent was Deshler's snuffboxrdated 1779Awhich he painted in a
i J'é

lozepge: "May no laws Invade / Qur Liberty and Trade."

Judging from his stand on the issue of tuxation, Deshler ﬁqunAoubLaJ&L\

gews” supported the American cause during the Revolution. He was

sixty~five when the war broke out in 1776, an age which limited his
e e S issue.
‘options to influence.fhe outcome of the N Being a member of the

-

Friends Society may have caused him some _alarm_ over the bloodshed

which ensued, but bteing an individuelist and astute business men, he  _

very . : -7
M

ALlikely Jjoined the troops in spirit, and endoréed them with funds.

~w~nmv~;7oaﬂ to ddentifsr
RGNS — =

howaver W L oon
pd by ot

i PRV g N
& =

_?I{")( 2
~* 5, Scharf and Westcott, I, 272-3; Canby,
to be in kpossession of the Bnyfftox.

"‘ A7 Cenby, p. 55, flatly stated that Deshler and his son-in-law,

John Morton, Sr., supported the American cause. His sources,
however, were not given.lu®qd and Dechler's great-granddaughter,

Mery Morton Dillon, tell of'John Morton's financial backing

Sf Washington's suffering troops in New Jersey in Decemter of 1776.
Notes of Mary Horton Dillon," MaclLear Ms. Deshler's nephew,

pavid Deshler of Northampton County, who lived for some time

in Philadelphia in close contact with his uncle, won many lanrels

. in his fight for the American cause. wsee footnote /8 atove.

According to Veger, p. 9, Deshler:dféo appcored on the Non-Im-
portation Resolution of 1774, which wouldffﬁdicate Deshler's 3.

continufed sunport of the American grievances.
pras ol Sh_pllevances,

e W b

Vs—tomiricrts

p. 52. Canby claims here

7
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Fal

.Desghler's wife died. Just b=fore her ceeth, D.vid h?d Tirelly szen

the completion of the elezsnt addition to his Gernsntown sumier reg-

3

idence, but hiz senge of jov end SREréging must have been dimmed

u " 4l i3 - Vo~ & - - =
afver liary suchmbed to scerlet fever, without even neving spent

dny time in the new home.

géét;ctgif?;-five years of marriage, Deshler found himself still

a vigorous man. His daughters had married and had establgshed ?he;r own howmes.

'Possibly to fill the void left by his womenfolk)&zﬂbhébhaatﬁg David

joined the Philadelphia Library Company in*;776, and left his share
o L » :
1.

Ga his daughter Catherine in his wil

s

L Bk?; At her death on Feb. 25, 1774, Mary Deshler was 59 years old.

-7 She contracted scarlet fever when one of her grandchiléren, who
was brought to the house to escape contagion, came down with the
_.->disease. "Grimshaw's Family Records," p. k1.

. =7 Q9. According to the PHiladelvhia Tnouirer, Dec. &, 1973,.. 4B, David
e Deshler's shareywed B%teq April 20, 1772, and was numbered 159.
Ten years later the Philadelphia Library Company had over Loo

‘members and many other people who contantly took out tooks.
Scharl and Wescott, 11, 1178. Tﬁ#ﬂ library company has the
£$putation for being the oldest }n the country. Ibid, p. 1173.

R
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Catharine's husband, Robert Roberts, operated a business as an

hnen Q00T .
ironwez2st just two blocks west of Deshler's on Market Street,
Howsever,
A udging from his reputation as & gay social blade, end

ANATTS

Che credit given to Catharine for her good busness sense, Sh=mTews

nes
oy : M\\N}\
—ITiker=%ked Roberts wizpt have had lillle to do with the poffice workﬁEi

After his death in 1791, Catharine apparently Joined forces with her
father, gg& Deshler and Roberts, Ironmongers, were %isted in the
Philadelvhia Directory in that year at 97 Highisfreet{'_Aghmentioncd

" edrlier, 97 High or Marhkete Street, was the address of John Wister's

shop. Wister died in 1789, and, according to family record, Deshler
‘oo]; over the business at higs death. Very likely Deshler attempted
to assist his newly-widowed daughter by offering her his property
and experience, 3 gqy%ture which extended for only one year, until
on Manch 20, I8 . - ' '
his own deathager 1792.

-

‘\éuy. For a descrivtion of Robert Roberts see footnote 9 zbwve, and
" Canby, p. 56. Canby described Catherine

Roberts in her later life: "David'd daughter, Catherine, was a
remarkable woman. After her husband's death in 1791, and her
fether's in 1792, she seems to have carried on the private
banking business, since I had her account book, with the best
names of Philadelphia recorded in it for varying amounts of
guineas, including Robert Morris's. ... [She] lived to be

eighty-four, and diegd finally in ’Brandywine,' the name by which
th:hhouse Samuel Canby waxx built was called. My sister has a
rather impressive psinting of her i a in- "
. cah e “h'fa}—ﬁ g of in old(;ge, in ‘Quaker costume/ ..
Ys P. 55. Philadelphia Directory, 178%, p. 81; Phil2delvhia of !
D;rectgry, 1791, p. ?1. The é§?§ Phijad=1nhis Nirocter  Aizing > /
Catharine Roberts, %gﬁow, ironmonger, at U7 High Street, which
indicates that she 68%&8 and did run the business aloneﬁ&

. ‘ : “AWister's
date of death is given in the "Grumklethorpe" minifolder eited

in footnote 1¥ above. "Grimchaw's Family Records," o. 4l.
. -B\a\ud Deshler dipd was buried on March 22, 1792. YHinshaw n. Rk,

193, 1995
and t?796al}

c?f\(‘ ‘D‘. @‘\éc\\-é' ,? x'\VOC-\‘( v '\\,\1 \). < . :
y‘i:&_wx 158G J?gg“\‘%cn A . <°T»V€\,\a@\§,’\‘,’\?’aa? c.r =4 e\ &y
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(éatharine, it appears, was the daughter closest to Deshler &
during his last years. A family accouﬁt copied by Miss Grimshaw in
the late 19th century recalls, "My grandfather Deshlar's [sic]
youngest daughter Cethérine Roterts (then a widow), with two
daughters, resided with him, and they all spend several summers
together very happily et Germantown," in the house which survived

592
the dev&station of the British during the Revolution and which
. .. an 51‘4072 efreal= . ) 30
provicded David h_&sézc-szges— Axéimmee. during his last years of life.

"(37.."Grj.mshaw's Family Recordsy p. -L:l;) Mee Lea/‘ ms..



B. HISTORICAL OWIERSHIP AND CCCUPLICY

Devid Deshler, 1772-92

Ac mentioned sbove, David Deshler purchosed his tract of two

Gevpantown's Mein Street in 1751-52, ond

N

acres on the south slide o
”nort1y thereafter he presumcbly'built the 2-story stone kitchen.
Twenty years later, in 1772, he comrenced building an elegsnt addition
to hig country seat. The information pertzining to Deshler's exper-
iences during the two years of construction on the mein house &nc
¢uring his summers in Geriesntown has been limited to & scant gelection
of femily wemorabilla. According o the notes of his granddeughters,
Deshler personally superviged the constroction of the house, &nc
brought in skilled carpenters and mesons from the city to carry out
1 : .
his plans. T o ‘
: . ' X o )
For some unexplained reason, Deshler made -tmo effortar to sell
Germantown property in 1782,s6éCdé%éz Possibly the fighting
p
. during the Revolution dama ged. the house or Deshler's feelings. towards
his property. The fact that the British General, William Howe, had
b b
briefly set up headquarters in the house in 1777 may have left
N

Deshler with some distasteful associations. On the other hand, David's

will in 1791 specifically ordered the szle of his Germsntown property

1."Ljotes Relating to David Deshlar," liec Leer Liz. - The Elliston
Perot Vorris feriily in Southampbon, Pennsylvenia %indly lozned
I npLOon, )
the.paint bill cated 1774 for bhF Deshler house in Zermantown to
Mrs. Richard Wilson, of the cermsntown Historical Society, who
in turn losned it to me for copying. See I:ﬁ::ﬁaaﬁe=eﬂf*PP¥nﬁ ix_ll;
According to the ”orr_g family biographer, Robert don, this ©ill cance info e juu'd
Wun-} wis Foe \ . 1 P . 2 v G y
A AR = ne first E.P. Morris sgé% one of Deshler's
descendaptS, Dav;d __Lewis. ¥oon, IL, 678. A recent peint study
in the kitchen wing of The Deshler-Morris House confirms the construction
8§S§§§rhgu§e dates frouno 1750, but no exact year can be determined.
. ‘nd deeds for the '>*operty make no menticn of structures
< ~ s O
g0 ?resuxqblv the kitchen wing was not contructed by the George Bringhurst
ﬁQMIlYo See the Historical Archit ecture °OCuwon by Adlerstein for

further information on the paint «Tudy.

N
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so that the monies would cover certain specified expenses$ wasen (),

‘might indicate that Dgshler's later years were marked with financial -

set-backs undisclosed in historical accounts of his successb@@ carcer

as a Philadelphia merchant. Deshler, then, in 1762 gk L7t mey have

hoped to.avoid the high cost of meintentnce and repairs which‘had

‘accumulated during the Revolution(, As John Watson noted in his éﬂﬂilﬁzé

"Not a house was roofed or mended i@JGermant9wn ih five or six years."
Nearly ten éérs elapsed between the close of the Revolutibn ang -«

the close of Deshler's iife. In that period, according to the recollections

of his grandd@gghters, David with his youngest and wodowed daughter,

Catherine, and her two children, speht several pleasant summers ih

the Germantown house. He had already before the war planted a garden

ER % Sy dimmern demam 2 LS PR L B T S o R P -y L airyn A~ r ~ 3
in the true tradition of %the Germentown founders, and by 1782 hod rai

O]
{n

ed

¢

Yan orchard of the best grafted fruit of various kinds, and a lerge
gerden pailed in." Deshler, infffact, won the repubstion of being soch
a éoncéentious garden enthusiast that tradition recorded ¥t he had

foreshortened the width of his house to accomodate a plum tree growing

3 .
in his yard.

The sparge information on Deshler's Germantown life is typical as
R |

D iFor @ discussion of General Howe's occupancy, see the.following seCltion.
T a8, S v

hiladelphia Will Pook W, p. 232, as copied for the research files, INDE,
watgon, II, 40. [Pennsylvania Gazette, April 2h, May 1 & 8, 1782£3<?Dwf.{;p54.
3. "Notes Relating To David Deshler, Mac Lear MsS: Quotation concerning
the garden comes from the advertisement as cited in footnote 2.
The plum tree legend has been repeated in n&s@%ySevenﬁ accounts on
David Deshler. See Ward, P¥HB- 6 (1882), 147; Hotchkin, p. 70;
Eberlein & Lippincott, p. 2< :




.

well of the information available on the bri ef occupancy of the house

by General Howe during the Revolution.

General William Howe, October 1777

‘Eccording to published reminiscences of the Revolution,
General William Howe seﬁ_up'headquarters at the Deshler house in
October 1777. As James Wilkinson wrote in his Memoirs, published
in 1816, 39 years after the fact:

The main body of the British army encemped 2t Germantown

the 3d October, 1777, occurpied ground nearly at right

angles with the street; the front line on the schoolhouse

lane to the west, and the church lzne to the east, the park
in the area south of. the market-house, opposite to which,

on the left, General Howe had his cg(te in the house of

Devid Deshler. L

. John Watson, who began collecting reminiscences from German-
Q/ .
townerg{ early in the 19th century, wrote, "Gen. Howe lived & part

of his time 2t the house nowv S.B. Mdrris , SO said B Lehman," and,

d@;;;later, reoeatea, "It ought to be mentioned as a Decullar circumstance
connected with Perot's house, before mentioned, that it had been

-

the residence severally of Gen. Howe, the British commander in the
5 .
war of the revolution."
While these two accounts agree on the house which Howe chose
at Market Square, they in themselves cannot be depended upon without

contemporary evxdence, which is provided by the Journal of Howe's

Arry, a manus cnpt preserved a2t 4Ly \\ouB&szw Ll\ofm,\_\ ot HCngrc(

kinson, Memoirs of My Own Timwes, I, ( , 1816) 363.
atson, II, 40 and “1.
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According to the Journal for Cctober 11, 1777, " The commander

in chief [Howe] 2lso wmoved his quarters, to a house more in front,

near the market place at Germantown." The residency, however,. ~ -

"lasted but one week, as the Journal records on October 19th:"the

British Army broke up their camp at Gemantown, and took post near

6

the city, behind the gedoubts.™
Even though the Journal does not states specifically which
house Howe chose near the Market place, Deshler's would have been

S "gadsnsisepemendesed elegant appearance.

af“ logical selectioh"on gccounﬁ“?f‘it
From his investigation, Watson learned that Howe was ré@embered”es
"a fine large man," wﬂo loeked "considerstly like Gen. Washington,"
by the citizens of Germanéown. Ho&e also impressed the townsfolk
with his-"very unassuming msmmer”™ and his plain clothes. This
simplicity in dress and demeanor, however, did not belie his ariste
ocratic bpackground or his customary chbice'of fine surroundings.
Typical of génerals of any period, Howe, like Washington, selected
elegaent residences both in Germantown and Philadelphiz, no doubt .
7 .
with careful consideration.
Eccounts of the Battle of Germantown‘on October h, 1777, suggest

the reason vhy Howe moved to Deshler's house. He had made his

" . W .
headquazters at James Logan's Stentén prior to the battle, and
. : 7 :

©. "Journal of Howe's Army, 1777, (1S Am 1562), 1SS (Houghton)"
pp. 53, and 57, as cited in research notes, INDE.
7. Watson, Ibid., 38, LO and h1.
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when the fighting broke out he moved north as far =g Market Sauare,
where he remained the rest of the day. Possibly &t this time he

based himgelf et Deshler's and found it both comfortable and

convenient 80 much so that he decided to move there for the

winter. Howe_hed_been settled only a weegk, however, in _his winter

quarters, when he unexpectantly had to order his troops back to
: e

Philadelphiea toprepore an qtgack on Fort Mlelln.

Although his stsy at Desghler's was brief, it lingered long

in the memories of Germantowners. Besides the recollections
atleast three -

cited above;hfﬁig 19th century, ana /\ 20th century histories

referred to Howe's residency &t Deéhler's in October 1777. And no
doubt General Washington™ had a recollection of Howe's choice of
‘ quarters in 1777 when he d@xec& for ~ Deshler's house in 1793
9 : T '

. Sixteen years later.

8. Watson, Ibid.,p. 36-41. According to W:tQOI'S account,"a large
body of Hessians were hutted in Ashmead's field, out the School
lane, near the woods." Ibid., p. 5%. uchar? and Wescott, 1, 354,
shows a map illustra tlng troop posistion of the British army
_Prior to the battle of Bermantown; the Third and Fourth Brigades
vere stationed Jjust behlno the Deshler house. '

9. Scharf and Wescott, 2,, 897; Ward, Pt 5 (1881), 135; Moon, 1.,

678 :BEnson Lossing PvctOL“al rleld Book of the Revolution, 2,
(New York, 1860), 108 Thomas H. Shoemaker, "Inhabitants of
Germantown and Cheqtnut Hill in 1809," Pennhwlvun Magazine of
History and Bioaraphy 16 (1892), LJ; L. Herbert, "The First
Arnerican His Homes Households ,"" Harper's New Icnthky Mazazine
(Wovember, 1899) , p 852; berleln and Lippincott, p. 226;
Keyser, p. 367; and, hervﬁrt Pullinger, 0ld Germentown (Phila-
delphia, 1926), p. 23.
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‘ exodus from the city.

~

President George Washington, 1793-9l

The Yellow Fever Scourge of 1793

Philadelphia, the seat of government and heart of commerce in the colonies in

1793,boasted a flourishing trade with the West Indies. Merchant
ships unloaded choice exotlc cargoe to the city wharves, mg&k\of
which found its way to the scores of shops along Water(;“ Froné)

Street. In July 1793, however, the ships from the West Indies also
some of whom
transported sailors infected with yellow fever, A found lodging

in the crowded boarding houses along Water street. The contagious
disease spread without notice until late in Augus st. On August 23

the fiq@ official announcement of the plague set off ‘a panicked
: 0 . oo E .

The thriving capital found itselfl crippled by fear. For 2
population of some 23,000, only ten clergy and ten physicizns

reportedly were“’“iéﬁéilébléj—i in the city to tend to the stricken

and dying. No sure remedies existed for the fever so that most

e e T

victims succombedﬁcuwckly to the 9gon1z1ng Qymotoms.,An estinated
*U 23, [76.e) anCLP@ -

lZ,OOOWP&dﬁ to the country, leaV1ng 2,728 of the 6,327 houses abandoned.

According to graveyard records, over LOoO died during the months of
W
August through October,kunlch%did not account for the untold dead

who had not been properly buried. The fever ghowed no signs of

/6. Scharf and Wescott, I, 409-70; €harles F. Jen&ins, Wacshington
Visfits Germantown (Germantown, 1932), p.

‘/-

i

-
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partiality, either, for among Philadelphia's most respected citizens

. /!
fell victim to its deadly infection.

Realizing the imminent danger if they remained in session, the

House of Representatives voted. to adjourn on September 5 so that the

Sia

members could flee the city. The aunfﬂznal government also hastily

abandoned their posts to find refuge in the country. Germantown,

&ire short six miles to the northwest, accommodated theé%@éiil? s

staff as well as the Prezident and his cabinet members until wvrd arrived

l
from the city that the fever had abated and $het it was safe to return.

//» Scharf 2nd Wescott, Tvid.; Jenkins, Ibid., p. 34. The two sources
just given quéted different figures on those who left the city.
The former stated that .about 17,000 fled, while the latter said
that the 0fficizl rcport gove ‘2,0”0 as thc number whe fled. The
Federal Gazette of November 17, 1793,reported that 23,000 uad “1cft
Phllcdelnnla Pnllaoelphla/ émmlnenu dOCuor, Bendamln Rush,

% ’ 7,8 2 o~ A '“\E.C e ""é:;
Lig&4héhzﬁpubllxheo a ae¢cr10t1ve ‘account of "The Orlgln, Symptoms
and Treatment of the Epidemic Fever" in the October 7th issue.of
the Federal Gazette. He prescribed mercurial sweating pBwder for
the disease. Ag mahy as 110 persons died from the fever in one day.
Jenkins, ibid, p. 37.°0On October 1L President Wazshington wrote

& James Madison from Mount Verpon informing him that the mayor of Phil-
adelphia, =~ Mathew Clarkson, had given an officizl report that
upwards of 3500 had olready perlched The plague continuedto reag for
pver thre@%ﬂ%eke. William S. Baker, "Washington After the Revo-
lutlon, 178',-17/,," BB 20 (1895), 344,

/2. "Extracts from the Diary of Jacob Hiltzheimer," BMHB 16, Ul7.

Bp November 8 Dr. Wfﬁ‘ happily revorted that no new cases had broken
out in two days end B November 16 the committee organized to cope
with the problems of the plague encouraged PhllaaelpnwanQ to return
to the city. Federzl Gezetite, November 8 ¢nd 156, 1792, pp. 2 and =

respecitively. Watson's Annals, II, Ll. Governor Miffiin' KESCEE:"‘—EECrwuwvuun«
according to Watson, servedu?s Hge seat of mvernmrnuﬁor?%hnsylvankx e
20

]
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. Bermantown: Familiar Surroundings for Washington

. was . . .
Germahtown spespsigcherebasp—cerw—President Washington's

first choice as a temporary location for the seat of government during
the yellow fever epidemic. For atleast itwenty years Wechington had
been familiar with Germentown in connection with milit&ry and personal

matters. In 1774 he had dined in style and o % Ak eleganCe_ If o
Feo months pricr /me ewzp cfé‘evmhfmwn bo had
mansions of Henry Hill and Benjamin Chew, and in Auguft 177;A<elected

Hill's, as well as George Logan' s,Stentén, as his headquarters. While

in Germantown during the Revolution General Washington "was often

to be seen riding abroad, with a black servant, having a guard and
) ‘ /3
some officers in company.”
thington'q exposure to the Germantown community in Lhe decade

of the '70s no doubl had brought him in contact W1th the Eringhurst

family, kllled coachﬂaxers and early settlers 1n the area, In 1780
. — Jobaw ~ Hovr=here
Washington purchaced fromABrlnghusct a dér;ot,,W1th real harne__,_£ee

\AJ\A\(.\AN\\UL\ e o
emoe111<hed W1th ‘his arms and crect Durlng the Qubcequent’

’

decade Washington as President continued to visit prominent families

~ . wL\
in Germantown, and continued to impress those with Whios he had contact

- /l/

with his dignified yet sociable manners.

As noted above, Germantown's healthful environment and its con-
) ‘three
venient location along vne of only /Y major arteries out of Philadelphia,

“13.Jenkins, Washinglon Visits Germdntown, pp. 11-18; As quoted in Watson's
oo 4—n, cANNals, IT, 02; Keyser, '"Barly Transportation,” Germantown History,pp. 45-6.
Wiy /7 ATTer & visiteltm Stenton in 1787, Mrs. George Logan wrote in her diary,"I

had ¢lways looked up to Genreral Washington from the first time T
ever Neard his auspicious name ...and now that I beheld the colossal
greatneqs at nearer view, I percelved it Polished and dddorned with
all the amenltj and gentlenmess which delights and endears in domestic
society.” As quoted in Jenkins, Ibid., pp. 31-2.

[N
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".:_u undoubtedly influenced Washington's choice of residence in

1793. The location of the house on Mafkét Square, the center of

o velicedd
the town's activities, also must have stz&ﬁglkqtgﬁkgsneed Washington'S

his friends, Tsaac 4,5 :
decision to seleciaths Franksﬁhouse. And, finally, the fact thst
in 1777
General Howeﬂhad chosen the same heuee, and that it still furnished

one of the most elegant and pleasant surroundings invthe middle

v oflarec!
of the administrative complex ‘certainly must have pwesizZzd incentive

Nl
in the final selection of a temporary seat of government.

,5; Isaac Frenks, to be discussed below, pmrchased the Deshler home
in 179%#in accordance with Deshler's expressed wishe§ in his will.
-The three main roads from Phlladelphla Jed to Germantown, Franka

ford, and lancaster. Ward, PB 6 , 378. Watson specifically noted, "The »
: yellow fever could make no headway 1n Germantown, although so near to Phllaaelohlz
‘ Hplon A came ©p Yo 2ale Annals, II, 63.

7, Lodging Arrangements for Washington and His Cabinet

While President Washington_'s housé and living style in Phila-

delphia 0rov1ded him ylth every kind of luxury, he'v n personally
as well ’
found hlmself comfortable)in more simple circumstances. As a younger
.. marked

man during the Revolution, in fact, he had rescted wibmAdisdain

at the dleplay of ostentatious elegance £Zg§1§? in Philadelphia
society. Contemporary observers remarked oftem that the President
stood out as a "very plain , very sociable man" or as a civil.and
,éourteous individual. When arranging his iodg?ng,pzaeab in German-

Aoy J lus Noiwzy Cenently
town,\Jaethﬂton ‘L«e no heavy aemand~ MWJ Randolph, who acted

as advance man while the President xeggéﬁq at Mount Vernon B@gggégfhe
b

month of QOctober, 1793.
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/6A% some point during the Revolution
" General Washington wrote to Col. Herrison, of Virginia,
remarking on his impression of Philadelphians: ", . . I
Qhould in orne word say, that idleness, dissipation, and
xtrevegence seem to have laid fast hold of most of them. Thet
specqgitlon, peculation, and an insstisble tn1*<t for riches
a

seems to have got the best of every other consiceration, and
almost every order cf men; thet party di putec and personal
quarrels are the-great business of the day, whilst the momen-

tous concerns of an empire, a2 great and accumulating debt,
ruined finances, depreciated money, and want of credit, which
in its consequences is the want of everything, are but secondary
considerations, and postponed from day toc dazy, from week to
week, as if our affairs wore the most promising aspect . . . . -
¢Our money is now sinking fifty per cent. a dey in this ciiy,
and I shell not be surprised if, in the course of a few months,
a total stop is put to the currency of it; and yet an assembly,
a concert, a dinner, or a supper that will cost three or four
hundred pounds, will not only teke men off from acting in this
business, but even from thinking of it; while a great part of
the officers of our army, from absolute necessity, are quitting
fthe service, znd the more virtuous feww rather then do this,

’ are ginking by sure degrees into beggary and want.” As quoted
in, Young, Meworial Historyr, II, S5, [CORTINTUED FOYT PAGE]




/6 . "Dxtracts from Diary of Hiltzheimer,™ PMHB 15, 415; Watson's Annels, II,
Gl Young, p. 02; Scharf and Wescott, II, . Evidently, ¥ashington's
simplicity in this case is in’context with the lavishness of
T Philadelphia, particulcorly efter the Revoluticn, for descriptions
off Washington's taste for finery a2t his Mount Vernon home appear
to contradict descriptions of him at’ the capital during the
1780s. His peak years for self-indulgence, especially in
lavish apparel, seem to have been orior to the Revolution.
see Douglas Southall Freeman, George Washington, A Biography, III,
FPlahter and Petriot (New York, 1951), 2%4. VJ&ﬁhimﬁ&uq rt&udnuﬁ'bpi. e
o city ok Sadeamdren | 1o Lo craseadn tinadln, owssaile & UpAN
howa o Fle TRGE G Teunt Genwon . Tt Whioteu , CO g 4

On September Z0 Washington sent off a letter to Randolph in
Philadelphia requesting th;t he Keep him informed on the status of the
epidemic, especially énring the iétter part of October when the B

EPrééi@éﬁt;ihfendéd returning to the capitgl from Mount Vernon, where
‘e had taken refuge. 1In casve the fever were to continue to rage,

he President fequested‘his Attorney Gencral to enguire whethker

"a tolerably convenient lodging for myself, one Gentlemen of my family,
with three Servants and as many horses could.be‘héd in or near German
Town." Washington'apparently feared hislekpectations would be mis-
understood, for he hautioned Randolph, "I declare explicitly, that

it is hired lodgings only ‘1 will go into, for, unless such can be

. 7
had, I would repair to one of the most decent Inns."

e

»77. John C. Fitzpatrick, ed., The Writings of Géorge Washington 323
' ( \;\ms\m'ncg%on‘ 194 © Y, 107-109.

..,,(, o (Ronie 2 Ruvfledione o Tunga o York 83T )p 245,



' ' pDos kec] '
Between Octbber 13 and 15 Washington sé§%=s£§ seven letters to his
associates in Philadelphia requesting additional information on the epidemic
-'and their‘opinions on where the impending Cabinet'meetings Bhould be held.
He showed his alerm at a... recent report that the fever had spread to
Germantown, that many of his acquaintances,lincluding "Jno. Ross, Jonathan
Sergeant, Mr. Howell and Colo. Franks," had fallen victim to the epidemic,

| 13
end that already 4000 had died from the fever.

That Washington was acquaintea with Colonel Issec Franks, the owner in 1793
of the Deshler house in Germantown, - _advances: the poséibility that he perspnally
initiated the enquiry about ieasing Frankﬂé'house,eespecielly if he also
had knowledge of the fact that Franké'had taken his family,ﬁo Bethlehem, _

‘ i’enpsylvania, to.t protec.i_:‘_'_.t‘:hem_rfi"v(;m:the. plague. A letter received from his
At%ornéy Generai @n October 22 certainly suggests that Washington had asked

ﬁhj@ . to investigate the siguation : as if in reply to the President, Randolph

" explained Tho Press dack o .
“that Franks had agreed to lease his housek‘but_that:

the terms are excessive; being no less than 150 pounds per
annum, or for a shorter period, under six months, at the same
rate. Except a looking glass or gwo, and a few pictures, he
will not suffer any of the. furniture %o remain; though I have
prevailed upon his agent to permit a couple of beds and some
chairs and tables to continue, until you can accomodate yourself
from some other quarters. 19

/% » Fitzpatrick, ed., Ibid., pp. 120-131, Washington mentioned the ‘illness
of his acquaintances as listed above in two neariy identical letters
‘mailed on October 1L to his Postmaster General and to his Comptroller,.pp.l28-9°
/4+. As quoted in Ebkrlein-Lippincott, p. 228. Several of the szcondary sources
noted that Franks had fled to Bethlehem to escape the plague. See,
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Evidently enuious to confirm hi
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ad
Randolph4addressed to him the day before. In response to Eandolph's
o o Gy vl
letter of the l'ith, ‘which hzd only s 1 “esghington
2 o o [

indiccuted that he was at a loss to decide which of the three houses
described in the P,S, would be best suited for his purposes. He
was able to specifiy, however, that

of course all idea of furnishing, and keeping a house myself
(being entirely unprovided with Servants or means of zny sort)
oufht to be banished entirely, if it be practicable, and some

rooms, even in a tavern, (if I could be retired in them)

’ taken in preference. On the other hand, if my s
likely to bt cof any continuence, then unqucstion
Frankgs (if to be had) would suit me best; be
commodious for myself and the entertainment o
and, next to this, Bensel's. £

o H

Washington's strong preference here for Frankﬁé}house‘

" suggests his familiarity with its accomodations. Aﬂleast crne femily
)

account told of David Deshler's close friendship with Washington, and,
possibly,befbr@‘his death in 1792, Deshlenéﬁéznvited the President to

vis%ﬁﬁim Qﬁ'his Germantown home. Washington's second choice of
: George )
Bensel's house might even extend this hypothésis, asjpBensel was the

father-in-law of Anthony Deshler, David‘Deéhler‘s brother. . Wheth?r

20 . Fitzpatrick, 33, 135-C. o .
.9f - Sce section on historical background, footnotes /5 and /8.

Washington $@§2¥$£g~the guest of David Deshler of¥ Isaac Franks in the

' erfw% ﬂu(a\\ﬂ\j‘%% GS‘L(LUS‘\QA N
. Germantown residencejcannot, however, be Uams=msiwww from the available
v2/

documentation.



When Washington set out from Moubt Vernon on the 28th of

October, =, no final decisions had been reached on his Germantown
. part cof
lodgings. At their arrivel on November 1, Washington andnhis company
pastor of kg Germon Boforuad Church e
found temporary quarters with the Reverend Frederick Herman,,the ‘AQAkIf‘Sbbﬁnﬁ ard

German teacher at the Germantown Union School. Hermen's residence
stood just two blbcks west of Market Square, within visual prox-

imity of the house Washington still hoped to lease during the

epidemic crisis.
Germantown in early November had few additional lodgings to
offer anyone. Washington had requested his cabinet to meet him there,

but they, too, found themselves pressed to find ‘convenient quarters. As

&

efferson explained to Madison on Novembé&r 2:

according to present appearances this place cannot
lodge a single person more, as a great favor I have got a bed
in the corfer of a public room of a tavern, and must so continue
till some of the Philadelphians meke a gacancy by removing into
the city. then we must give 4 to 6. dollers a week for cudcdies
without a bed, and somethmes without a chair, or table.
there is not a single lodging-house in the place. “Z3
‘22. Fitezpatrick, 33, 143 &nd 150; Jenkins, Waghington Visits German-
' town, p. 38. Washington's compzany c¥nsisted of Bartholomew ,,

esi

n

Dandridge, the Pr y; Le Jis Lut, the coac“/ﬁan;
and Austin, a servent ook with them five horses.

The Presicent remaine from “ovewbar 1 to 19, 1793.
Jenkins, Ibid.,. pp. 3 , Jefferson's Gerrmantovn Letters
~erestinglv Dandridge we

U
The parity
Herman'

b

(PHiladelphia, 1906), 2. 134, In v, s
Martha Washington's nephevw who had joined the President's steflf
<&k 1791, oné had only served as the Pregident's Secretary since
June of 1793 when Tobias Lear resigned his szrvice. Herold G.
Syrett, ed., and Jobob E. Cooke, associate ed., The Pevers of
Alexancer Eemilton, {9 Volumes, 5, June 1793-Jenuary 17S¢

B (New Fork and London, 1209), ; «l0. 7

43, Jefferson to Medison, Jumes u dison Papers, Vol. XVI, It em 87,
. Library of Congress, 2s cited in Ki %or :cal Fesearch #otcs et INDE.
' Washington to Jeffercon, October 7, 1793, Fitzpetrick, ed., 83, 112-1Z.

v



Shortly after settling at Herman' house, Washington himself took
action to arrange forY more satisfactory quarters. He sent off a personal 2Z
request to Isaac Franks in Bethiehem for the Wkse of his house. On receiving
the Pres;dent's letter on Nowmember 6, Frenks immediately kgzégédﬂdqéﬁghi#éég—
a horse, and wegon and-géég;ggcihe same day with his wife and a servant to
‘prepare the house for the President‘s use. Franks also reversed his original
decision not ~ to furnish the ﬁouse, and left an ample inventory of furnithre
for the léssee. By November 16, when Washington returnea froﬁ a brief trip
to Lebanon and Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Franks had readied the house for

24
occupation.

';u{. The Germantown Historical Society has the original and INDE has a
photostat copy of Isaac Frank's detailed account of expdydes incurred
by the President during his brief stay in the Germsntown house. The’
bill makeclthe notation, " An Acct of Extraordinary expense Occured to
Isaac Franks in. Order to Accomodate the President of the United States
with his House furniture Beds &c in Germantown, in Consequence of a
writen Note from the President to that purport rncd the 6th Lovr. 1793
in a.letter from Thomas Dunggan of Germentown," Frun :'s chznme of ¢
- hears concerning the ovallability of his house and Turniture possibly
reflected his sense of patriotism which he sbundantly cemonstrated in the
Revelutionary War. gSee the following sec:zon for & sketch of Iszec Eranks.
See Appendix G for an inventory of the furnishings Franks drew up for
the President. Washington"s trip to Lztanon and Lancaster lasted from
. November 11 to November 16. Jenkins, Ibid., p. 56 and "Weshington's Household
' Account Book, 1793-97," PMiB 30, h77 Fediag] Cerotle | Nozeiuker, 17263, p.2°
The President left for Lebanon to inspect a canal there under contrucbzon. 4
John Alexander Carroll and ¥ary Wells Ashworth, CGeorge Washington, 7,
First in Peace (Mew York, 1957), 1hl. '
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As -Jefferson had conjectured, once the yellow fever epidemic
abated, around the ninth of November, the Philadelphia refugess
"flocked back to town as fast as they had before left it," Which opened

in Germantown " Cabinet.
lodging facilities mspdn for the Pre_sident's'/\gM During the ten-day

b,;#wf16A9<G'ranJ~> N 71bgi2y$nﬁw5f

and Randolph all lived iF-eioTcl Prories . ;
e JG{«M
CEAE SR LarasReaun, while Secresary of War anx, decided to .-
* Z3

~return to the city with his family on the 18th of the month.
Without his own family and proper staff, the President looked
to the Germantown community ‘for his daily provigions end needs.

In addition to his private secretary and two servantis jhe—psa—iaTried
the ‘

M‘.«Jashington hired/\temporary help of Charles Byerly

as cook and David Meredith as baker. When he entertained

Washington called on the proprietor of the King of Prissia Tavern,
William Bockius, who received #50.45 fpom the President for "dinners
liquours etc. furnished at Germantown." ijice in the midst of
lengthy meetings Washington.provided dinner for his Cabinet memberé.
Probably these two occas%}ons represented the President's total

.entertainment during the brief residency at the Franks house in 1793,

foan; found himself (at this timé)wéighted down by heavy political 26

matters and deadlines which required his immedizte and close attention.

B A —_—— . . . <Zﬁ£gﬂghsaibﬂin

25 &8 quoted er—swesies ﬂy/é g, from Charles Eiddle's auvictiography

see footonote 1% above] the cabinet meetings were held between the ‘
18th and 25th of November. Jefferson wrote Madison on November 17:

~ "I have got good lodgings for Monroe & yourself, that is to say, &

" good room with a fireplzce and itwo bpds, in a pleasant and convenient
position, with a quiet femily." Jemes Madison Pupers, Vol. 16, Item
90, Library of Congress, as cited in XKistoriceal Research ¥oies, INDE.
Hevenaller cled as WRN | INdE According to Panﬂo@pb“’%\r“’r gnough many

had flocked back té Philidelphia, "“The mayor and ohy<1c1unQ dissuzde the
peoﬁle 8 from returning to the cit ty yet, and espedelly in great numbers." A

)66&)0?7«’{1‘!\(0.)&0\(1(\ NUO(W\ 7 M, 34/ ‘ Tootote 268 convt,

P AV

45 clti{ﬂwn’ .
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957, con't. Secretary Knox wrote General Henry Jackson on November 20:
"We ceme in [to the city] yesterday with our family. The &
President remains yet at Germantown. Mr. Jefferson and Hamilton
and the Attorney General are also in the neighborhood, although
Hamilton comes into Town every other day on account of his bus-
incss~--T found if I stayed in} the Country, I could not collect
my clerks, nor te prepared for Congress." "Washington and His
Cabinet, Knox to Gen Henry Jackson, November 20, 1793, " Rare

%iBook Rooh, Yale, as cited in HRE, INDE. A"COlePg to Jenkins,
@bid., p. €0, Jefferson lived at 527° Germentown Avenue,
Hamilton stayed at Fair Hill, about half way to the city,. and
Randolph stayed at Spencer's out Mill Street. .

léh See footnote 17 above for a list of Washington's staff from
Mount Vernon. Phyllis Lee Levin, Great Historic Houses of

.7 America (Maukeshu ¢#./,,1971), p. 111; Weshington perhaps also

hired a2 chamber meid in Germantown, as his household expense§

on the 20th of November included, "pd Patty Channing a mos wages.

At the same time he puid e months wages to Josg Rurike &g a

‘"ouse Exps/"  "Washingbon's ilousehold xccoﬁdu ook, 179:-

"

1797," BB 30, 48-51.
= g S
' The Sect of “overnmment : loverter 18-30 1793 ,

When President Washington took up residence at Colonel Frankﬁk house

.
ES

in Germantown in November 1793, he felt the "pressure of many matters,
) 28 _
public and private." Besides his awareness of .2 grim but ebbing death rate
in the city only six miles away, Washington labored under personal and political

tensions. Within the year he had found himself increasingly troubled by

what he considered indecent and outrcgscus attacks in the Philadelphia fevws-
. papers publlshed hy bBache and Frenezu. He had mourned “the dewun’éf his

. and h c(uso 'ﬁ‘af’nd Samuél ?owell in. pvquﬁf'
perscnal secretar:;ﬁ/l‘ jas Lear s/ vife in July A "Al e Sams F1inEy /\,e..kcci

v,

- found it difficult to find

(s

suitable montger for Mount Vernon. P

Although he had enthusiastically anticipated __. . —

28 a4}. Washington to HOWeli—iewis, Toverber 3, 1792, Fitzpatrick, ed., 33, 1k3.
3,28, Washington returned from Loncretes on Loverter 16, st which tine -
presum2bly moved into the Trinie Loussz. Lee JCutnotelé-above. On . on
Deccimber 1, Jefferson wrote to his dcushber 4\ ”"he President moved in
. yvesterdsy, os did T also."” Letter &7, Tror. PriLleCOLDILL 5
Jefferson Papers, Virginia State Litrary, nichmond, ¢ 5:;;. L recearch

note a2t ITDE.

m

. )



the coipletion of his politlv“l bbllgatlons in 1793, he had accepted a

29
second term as President under pressure from his associates.

ﬁ?’ In a lctter to Henry Lee, qunlngton wrotc,> "The puolications in Freneau's
and EBééche's papers are outrages on common decency Fitzpatrick, ed.,
33, 24, In e letter to Burges Ball on August 4 Washington explained
his problem at Mount Vernon: "So much amfI engaged in public business,
and-so little have I it in my power to visit, or attend to mey [sic]

. private concerns, that it bécomes extremely necessary (Besides fidelity)
to have an experienced and skilful man, of some weight, to manage my
business; one whose Jjudgment is able to direct him in cases which may
arise out of circumstances that can neither be foreseen, nor previously
guarded against." Ibid., pp. 38-9. Washington took his second oath on

March 4, 1793. Scharf end Wescott, I, 473. Wharton, p. 2hk; Niles, p. 239.
Carroll and Ashworth jb 13,.

—— t———— . -

By Novembexr 1793 internaﬁional tensions over the bloodshed of thé
French Revolution and France's subsequent war with England had reached a high
emotional pitch in American politics. The pro-French sentiments hed lingered
Trom the American Revolution, and provided the French Foreign Minister,
ﬁdouard nget, the.fuel ﬁe needed to arfbuse public support for a militery
alliance with France. Washingtonaigceiﬁed pressure from both the French
and British foreign ministers to enter the Uhé%ed States in the Anglo-

French war, but by April 1793, he had decided that a policy of neutrality
would by the best way to protect the country from certain peril.

Qutraged, Genet personally dered the President in the press, in

correspondence, and in public appearances., Like the newspaper attacks from

‘Bache and Freneau, Washington received these insults with increasing sensi-

- A
tivity. To make matters worse, ueneg.gt was rumored had ;nluldtec rbcrultwent
in South Carolina, and had,for cerfain -
activities p mnanned privateeru in Charleston, S tlrGte which preyed

4.

-



on American shipping off the coast, in flagrant disregard for Washington's
Neutrality PTocléﬁation. By November the public criticism and pfersonal
dbuses from Génet and his enthusiastic supporters in the United Staﬁes had
made the President détermined to defend his neutrality policy before the
Congress and to resolve the broblem of the disruptive French minister once

30
and for all.

20. The French Revolution broke out in L7039, 1 ' .? and in January 1792
Louis XVI was decapitated, Drec"pﬁtatlng the "Reign of Terror." rMorris,
p. 125. sScherf and Wescott, I, L72-76; in a tetter to Henry Ledon October 2htn,
Washington wrote about Genot s attacks: "The specimens you have seen of
M. Geemem t's sentiments and conduct in the Gazettes form a small part
only of the aggregate; but you can Judge from these to what test the temper
of the Execuvlve has been put in its various transactions with this
Gentleman." TFitzpatrick, ed., 33, 138. In a letter to Hamilton on the same day,
Hugh Williamson reported that a South Carollna pewsnapers had printed ap (Sez bleQQ

"During the summer of 1793 Washington alsoc faced an. explosgéve situstion
' on the southwestern frontier with the Creeks and Cherokees, and on the

Notbarn
northwestern frontier with the British, who besides inciting th“AInalanq to

war against American settlers in the uerrltory, refused to evacuate thejsfiitary
posts agreed on as lying within the United States borders in the treaty of

1783.’ At the same time, the British navy, under order to seize all neutral
ships carrying cargoes of flour or grain to France, captured numerous

American vessels and continued to impress American sailors into service for

the crown. This abuse of neutral shippiné laws had bfoug t the two countries

to the brink of war, and the problem had yet to be resolved in November when

the British Council issued a second series of Orders which counterd the

international laws of the sea.

30;. [pow t. \letter from Cenet to the CGovernor which spoke of Washington as
"surrounded and bewildered by Messrs. Hamilton, Jefferson and Knox, who
are rascels, liars and puppies . . . in the service of Great Britain

. and about to ruin the country, butl I shall apply to Congress, expose
- their treachery and have. them hanged."” As quoted in Carroll and Ashworth,
7, 1h0.

e



In addition to tense'relations with England and France, Washington
faced the sensitive problem of negotiatihg a rig§§ of navigation on the
' megstiate
Mississippi River with Spain. Attempts to sxEn a treaty in Hadrid foundered
on the fact that Spain had allied with the British in the Anglo-French War,
and on the news that G%net reportedlly had sent out French agents from
Charleston to encourage the Revolutionary hero, George ROgers Clark, in

BN S S B pagie -
Kentucky, thO\iatens to lead an expedition of angry. frontiersmen against

the Spanish in Louisiana. I1f executed, the expedition undcubtedly would
G110 > 3/
involve the United Statés in war and thus wreck Washington's neutrality policy.

31, F_itzpavrick‘," 8., 33, 13; Rovert liorris, William Grenleaf, and Robebt

Roberg H. ng{g}l_émerica) A History of the Pecple (Chicago, 1971),
ppl 160-61; . . . The problems with England
were.not resolved until Jay's Treaty of November 19, 1794, See the next
section For further details, Fot until October 27, 1795, was a treaty
signed witn Spain, called the Treaty of San Lorenze, or Pickmey's Tr

1 th f San L ) or Pickney's .
Carroll and Ashworth, 7, 139. - ’ yis dresty

;

Iﬁternatiénal entanglements extended 2iso to the Bérbary States, in
parficular, Algiers, which wés demanding ransom for American sailors captured
of f the African coast. INiegotietions proved to be more complicated than an-
ticipated, so that the Administration's efforts to rescue the Americaﬁ
citizens in Algiers still were not completed in December'when vashington

32
presented his address to Congress.

32. Fitzpatrick, ed., 33, 13. Sce Appendixz P for the Predident's address
to the Senate on December 3, 1793. -
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Internal matters as well gzé-pressureﬂ the President and his

guring the summer and fall of 1793.

Cabinet, Conflicts had arisen tn the District of Columbia over the
'Pl?nQ for thé nation's capitol. W1th1n Fw::xﬂrﬂab;neé?znggrsonal feud
between Jefferson and Hamilton had grown so acute that ga& former

had that summer submitted his resignation. In August the RBresident
wrote to Jefferson personally requesting him to continue in 6ffice

until the end of the session. Jefferson conceded, but the tensions
during the November‘%iginet meeting§ Sontingd, causing the President
;’considerable distress. .

o

During his stay at Isaac'FrankCévhouse, the President held four -

- Cabinet meetings -- on November 18, 21, 23, and 28. The critical topics at

‘111 four meetings focused on the justificatioh of the Neutrality Pfoclam_a’ci‘on

and on the French Minister's hostile attempts to undermine ©

position on the Anglo-Frenéh war, On ﬂbnhcy, the 18th, the  Cabinet discussed

he Pre dent s

the subject of neutrality from mé;ing until 3:00 p.m., when they adjourned to

dine with the President. After dinner the members investigated the possibility
reouesting o . recsllics

of A . _Gfnet's A the French Minister. Qtrongly in favor of this latter

proposal, Washington expressed his disappbintment at the disparity of
3¢

ppinion on the. mattev among his Cabinet menters,

33 exferqon himself wrote that he and %umllton were 'pitted agiinst each other
other every day in the Cabinet like two fighting cocks.} Morris, Greenleaf
and Ferrel, p. 161, Fitzpatrick, Ibid., pp. 45, As auoted in,
57, and Tk,

34. Henry Randall, The Life of Thomas Jefferson (New Vorhjlu 56), ¥X,203.

" Carroll and A3 nxorta, o It ’n

R
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- Washingtbn had no reascn to heope that his four Cabinet members would
agree unanimously on any subject, bul porticularly on the emoticnal issue
of the United Stated position towards Frence and its Minister Genet.
Jefferson had just returned that year from the Continent and was inspired
by the French Revolution and its cry of "Fraternity, Equality, and Liberty."
He raiéed strong objectiohs to thg neutrality policy.and to any recall
of génet. Hamilton argued for Genet's immediate removal, and found predictable
support in the Secretary of Wer, Henry Knox. Attorney General Edmund
Randolph, the usual tie-breaker or unalf;gned member of the group, stood

firmly against the removal of the French Minister, bui leandd towards

the President's position on neutrality.

4,



On Thursday, November 21, the Cabinet reassembled at the President's
where they again debated on "the manner of explaining to Congress the
‘ intentions'of the Proclmn." Raridolph initiéted the discussion by.
presenting his views, followedAby Hamilton's statement of opinions in
strong Jjustification of the President's righfs to declare a podicy or
treajy of néutrality. Randolpﬁ disegreed with Hamilton's poéition in thet
he felt that an act of the legislature was necessary to confirm any treaty,
and Jefferson took the point a step.further by insisting that the
Constitution only gave the President and thevSenate the authority to
"earry into effect by way of freaty any powers they might constitutionally
exercise." Of the two d;afts;g§:Qbaﬁw.;Randolph’3 and Hamilton'Sg-Kefferson
'supported71‘with reservations, the former, while Knox sided with the latter.
Washingtop dismissed the cabinet without deciding on either of the two drafts.

On Saturdyy, November 23, the cabinet members'égéin_met at thé Presidentgt,
with exception of Hamidton, who had fallen 311 andiggayed home., They
continued their consideration of the President's address to Congress
- That Congress autlorr 2o the moncy
with a a2 discussion of two proposals:,to fortify the principal harbor%
and to establish@ a military aca&emy. The only point the Cabinet could agree
upon was to aménd the first proposal to read shat Congress provide a means
for enforcing respect for fhe United State's ju?isdictioﬁ within its waters.
The members could come to no consensus, however, on the incorporstion of the
pro?osals in the President's address to Congress, and the meeting adjourned
with the understanding that Randolph and Jefferson would draw_up drafts foi

o aenea | ) DS
&hd Presidentysetime,speech and hﬁs.message%ffor discussion in the next meeting.

)
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On Thursday, Hovember 28, the Cabinet, 211 in attendance, met for
' ' ' e ebn

the last time in Washington's Germantown residence. Thefé¢saugé;eﬂ opened with

e iscession of
Génet's inflamatory letters to the President, Jefferson, and Randolph
requesting the prosecution of Chief Justice Joy and U.S. Senator King.
The group agreed to leave the issue to the press and to the private affairs
of the men involved.

With thah business completed, Randolph read his draft for Washington's
speech, and debate followed, espeeially on the recommendation of a military
academy. Weshington, in his usual manner, tried to find a common ground
on which his disparate advisors could agree.

No doubt expecting-a long session on account of the rapidly approaching

deadline, Weshington had invited his Cabinet to stay for dinner, which William

Bockius, of Germantown's King of Prussia Tavern, caterad, repleat with liquours.

The meeting resumed with a discussion of Jefferson's draft of the Pres-

ident's messages on France, England and Spain., Hemilton and his coileague,

'Knox, objected to every point raised in Jefferson's proposal, and insisted,

along with Randolph, that all the documents concerning Britain's policy toward
the United Stateéé/éorn commerce should be kept sectet. Jefferson's reaction
reflected his deep conviction in the Constitutional rights of Congress:

"I began to tremble now for the whole, lest all should be kept secret."

¢y



- Jefferson received immediate and uncompromising support from the
 President, and realized, "this was the first instance I had seen of his
deciding oﬁ the opn. of one against that of three others, which proved his
own to. have been very strong." The meeting closed with this emphatic defense
of the responsibilities vested in Congress by the Constitution. And the

Fifth Annual Address of December 3, 1793, upheld the opinion of Jefferson

35"
and Washington that no matters of State would be kept from the public,

Although as early as November Ekth vord had traveled to the President‘
and hgs Cabinet that the epidemic had ceased and thet Philadelphians were
flocking back to the city, Washington chose to femain at Colonel Frank's
house ﬁntil thé @ongress had "’themgelves fixed? During these remaining days
‘ in Germantown the President occupied himself wi“c-h “collecting and arranging

the materials for [his] . . . communications to Congress," and, on
occasion, found it necessafy toA fake & tI‘ip-in’(‘;OAtOTm- O!'j Saturday,

reSLmez\ tesidency in
November 20, both Washington and Jefferson weSwasssd—te—~Philsdelphi a, onlj

three days prior to the opening session of Congress.36

Evidently Washirgton had become <o engrossed in the pressing matters
of State that he neglected to notify Colonel Franks of his departure from
the house. Néarly three weeks‘later, Franks hib@%d a wagon and réﬁe_to

Germgntown to enquire about the status of the lease. Finding that the

President had alrecady evacuated the premises, Franks submitted a2 total bill

3§f Tbc ‘@bove detoils on the Germantown Cabinst meetings fome from the
" by Thomas Jefferson

- ~

notes &% originally penned aq}pub11°hed in Jenkins, Jefferson's
‘ Germantown Tetters (Germentown, 19058), pp. 135-150. Cy tppenalte‘wfi_’f
.. Aaamckririt Fitzpstrick, ed., 33, 156 and 159. On the 27th the President

wrote two lelvers from Philadelbhia. Ibid., pp. 158-9. See footnote 28.
On December 1, 1793 Thomas Jefferson wrote to-hie daughter, "The President
moved in yeﬂtelucy, dc ¢id I also.”" As copicC on research notes from

Letter No. €7, Jefferson Papers, Virginia Staote Library, DLuhmond, and filed &t
A Y& _ . IRDE.



for $13k.06, which dncludeqﬁll'the additional expense attributea ﬁb;

the President's feilure to contazct him. Four months later, in liarch 179%,
Washington settled his account with Fmanks, paying him only#?‘}.% "For
house rent. 2tec. at Germantown." Considering that he had remained in the

Short
house ior only” -eﬁ9¥¢ LWOAJLGAS, N@snlncton ] adgugtment of rent, even in

~comparluon to today's rates, repheﬂ%ﬁﬁfan exorbitant price, Beodsg f}e-

* sumably, Cermantown strongly-sppealed to him, however, for the following

74
year Washigékon returned bluh h1s famlly by perqonal choice. - -

Summer of 179L: July 30 to Sevptember 20

See next page

37. See Appendix G  for Isaac Frenk's total bill, and Appendix F for
Washington's account bvook notation. Even though Weshington's
December correspondence is written from Philedelphie, and slthougn
he returned to the city &n November 3QTh, zccording to Jetfferson,
Washington might have snent half of the wonth of December at Franks
house, for in his bill to the President, Franks noted that Hashlnpton
uld not leave nle houqe untll Decembnr lH n. See Appendix. G.
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sSummer of 179%: July 30-September 20

!

Even though he had-disputed with Issac Frenkg over the rent
in 1793, weshington otviously found the accomodations most adeguate,
for the next year he leased the house again as a summer regidence.
In May of 1794 Washington wrote Tovias Lear explaining his dgcid%ion:
"My public avocations will not, at any rate, admit of more then a
flying trip to Mount Verncn for é few days this summer; this not
guiting NMrs. Washington I have taken a house in Germantow; to avoid
the heat of this City in the months.of'July'and August."J

Liviné in the country instead of-in.the capitol presented no
real problems for the President's wmrk schedy lé.;-;. As he wrote

. to William Pearce after his arrival in Ge_rmaﬁtoxm on July 20:

" It is probable I shall remain here until about the middle of
September.‘ but ietters wiil come to me as regularly as if'I had resided
in the Cigy." The proximity of Germantown to'Philadelphia also
facilitated frequent trips to the city, so that Washington could

readily  fulfill h;F respodﬂgbility both th his family and
R 0

to his offiée gﬁ'President.

%8, Washington end Wis family arrived in Germentown on July 30 and left
for the city on Septemter 20, having spent over seven weeks in the Frank
house. Fitzgerald, ed., 33, 452 and 502.

3‘] Thid., p. 360.

4p. Ibid., p. b52.



The Woshington family of four -- George and Martha and their two adopted

4k

grandchildren, Eleanor Parke and George Wasringten Parke (Ctustis -- apperently
lived very quietly and unostentatiously in Germantown during the summer of
1794} forﬁggntemporéry accounts have been uncovered describing their

stay in the Franks house. A g¢eonjectural glimpse .of the family experience
in‘Germantown, however, can be gleanéd from 19th century reminiscenses and
from the scant contemporary and Eircumstantial evidence available., John

C. Watson, f§r instance, collected personal accounts from éermantowners.
wbout the summer Washington and his family spent in Germantown, Aithough_

he dates the recollections in 1793, mention of the family experience
indicates the year was;_aﬁigésf at times, 179h:

. General Washington, when residéng here, in 1793, was a freqzant
walker abroad, up the main street, and daily rode out on horseback,

or in his phaeton. So that every body here wasg familier with
the personal appearance of thdf eminent man. When he and his
family attended the English preaching, in the Dutch church, at
the market house, they always occupied the seat fronting the
pulpit. It was also his own practice to attend the German ‘

: preaching, thus showing he had some knowledge of that language.
His house was closed on theskSebbath, until the bell tolled,
when it was opened, just as he was seen coming to the church.. . .

When he left Germantown, to go onward to Carlisle, to join the

western expedition, and was intended to have W&en eséorted by

8 troop of horse, from Philadelphiz, he wishing to hhun the

pafade, went off in his =ingle seated phaeton, drawn by four fine

gray horses, out the School lane, and up the rugged back road of

the townshio line, so as to esczpe notice and attention.

Many remember his very civil and courteous demeanour to all classes
in the ggAp, as he occasionally had intercourse with them. He -
has been seen several times at Henry Fraley's carpenter shop, '
and at Bringhurst's blacksmith shaop, talking freely snd cordially
with both. They had both teen in some of his campaigns. His
lady endeared herszelf to many, by her uniform gentleness and
kinéness, Neither of them showed pride or susterity. 42,
. lzberlecn auJLQrMCoH,P‘lzl}

8 Watgon, Annals, If; 63-74._:5h‘3_-reference to Washin%.on's Geparture for
Carlicic oo join tho wostorn eppedition must be inzecurcfe, for the
Plcsiacent oid not lecve for Carliske until Septemb.:r 30, 1294, 10 days
aiter Lis return to rniladelphiz Trom Germentowm.? Ferir.ps tho reocollccticn

’
concerned Warshington's departurc {nr Tebanon cnd Lancaster, Pa., CLTLY in khww&rﬂWg

Fidzpatrick, 23, 617, 31, - _ - Cowh‘wgcf next e

ey

e ey a




The modest, informal, cordial, and even retiring impression
of the family as suggested in the_atove account, apparently applied

in general to the Washingtons' preferred lifestyle when out of the
political aremna. In jiheir gomestic activities the family was
remembered for its simplicity, atieast in comparison to the elsborate
taste of the weaithy Philédelphians. At the same time, the family
evidently maintained certain standards in their personal surroundings,
for on August 16, 1794y -they shipped two wagonloads of furniture.

from the city to their summer residence, lpresumably to improve

: “#3
upon the furnishings already provided by Isaac Franks.

43, ocgurf and Wescott, II, 905-0. Included on the latter two pages is a
quotation from Viscount de Chateamubrian's 1791 journal of 2 trip to
America in which he wrote about Philedelphia's society: "A man landing,
as I did, in the Dnited States, full of enthusiasm for the ancients, a
Cata, who sought everywhere the rigidness of the early Roman manners,
must have been greatly scandalized on meeting everywhere the elégance
of dress, the luxury of equipages, the frivolousness of conversations,
thh unewuality of fortunes, the immorality of barking and geming-houses,
the noise of ball-rooms znd theatres. In Philadelphia I might have
believed myself in an English town. There was nothing to announce that
I had passed from a monarch? to the republic," Young, ed., Memorial
History of Philadelphia, II, €2,

A42‘)50Lc‘¥‘ Mo innacowrote was Walson's Cone /usro,\

“Hhue showing he hod sowme, ’Luom(—‘l,me 2, iat
(_CWJ‘{UGJ" "ol WO_%W wq (Z"k VKL\\“Q/\‘Q)L_ 3(76\(2 WS
L,Lw&m's{()aco &mul Qﬂejv\ baf\cin‘LS€



cnorecteristically
During theeeﬂpot, muggy months of August and September, the Presidential

fanily most cettainly found the airy, shaded rural setting of Germantown =z
pleasurable retreat from their @Quarfers in Philadelphia. The long, narrow,
sweeping ydra behind the house -provided a variety of play areas for the

. e
children, including a §ection £ou chickens and their chicks., Nellie and
George did not pass all their time in summer entertainments, however, for

the family accounts and anecdotes tell of the childrend' echooling in

Germantown, the former child in uha care of tuﬁbrs and the latter at

Uiaron Scleof 274
Germawa n koeadeny, a short walking distance from the house.
v s distar

<

j¢¥d'The Width of the property was only ulout 100 feet when Deshler
purchased the two lots, and thusg it remeined until ¥lliston Morris
bought land to the south in the late 19th century. The Franks. inventory
listed chikens and a steble on the property. The household account
book for August 1793 maede note of payment to I.r. Moller '"for
teaching Miss Custis,” znd to M and HMrs Groombrlage "for instructing
Miss Nelly Custis in embroidery & drewing." See Appendices F, &, and' F.
Jerkins, Weshington Visits Germantown, p. 67; Eberlein znd Lippincétt,
P. 23'4, o :

53
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On a daily basis, the domestic scenfet the' Germantown house apparently
revolved around the person of Martha Washington. Contemporary reminiscenses

indicate,that Martha provided her household with a '"asual good flow of

Al . kLWﬂA4}
spirits.” éggﬂlettere to her relatives reveale&'ﬂﬁ&yf good house-keeper

. . ' R
and a vioman dedicated to her family. A remxnlscenie by one of her

-granddaughter's friends shoved lMartha to be fond of simple tradition and

{gnu l

cloqucompanlothlp .

Mrs. Washington was in the habit of retiring zt an early hour
to her own room, unless detained by compzny, and theg, no matter
what the hour, Nellie attended her. One evening, my father's
carriage being late in coming for me, my dear young friend
invited me Bo accompany her to grandmame's roon. There, after
some little chat, Mrs. wg5?hington epologized to me for pursuing
her usual preparations for the.night, and Nellie entered upon
a psalm from the old family Bible, after which 21l present knelt -
in evening prayer; Mrs. Weshington's faithful maid then assisted
her to disrobe and lay her head upon the pillow; Kellie then

. sang a verse of some sweetly goothing hymn, and then, leaning
aown, received the pariing bleselng for the night, with some
‘emphalic remark on her diaities, improvements, etc. The effect
of these judicious habits and teachings appearcd in the grand-
daughter's character unrourh llfe k

e e WL L e s R . =

auota in, .

4@ Axeme Wharten, Tomeaos-6es ume’vb\}: %
LJQWMW%, po. 243,246 -9

4>u Ls quoted in, Blair Niles,, Martha's Husband, 4n Infoomal Portrait of
" ¢] George Washington (New York, 1951), p. 230

Martha's fondness ég‘lnu¢mate family relationships apprsrently carried
over in her unpretentious and friendly exchanges with the Cermantown neighbors.
According to one account efout the Washingtong' summer in Germantown, Martha

was remembered "leaning out of the little window on the steir landing, talking
47
/

s . S

to her neighbor, Iibs. Bringhurst, in the ad J ning garden.

‘ 4‘7 Eberlein cnd Lippincott, p. 223.

Yy



. . 1
Possikly Martha was admiring the Bringhusst gerden, for atleast one
family anecdote speaks of Martha's enjoyment of ralsing flowers?éuring the

summer of 1794:

While in this house Mrs. Washington raised hyacinths under
glass, which was cut, and quite handsome in appezarznce. On
leaving the house she presented the set of six to Catherine,

" the youngest daughter of David Deshler, who had married Robert
Rokerts, of the First City Troop. One of these pieces of gless
is now in possession of Mr. Edwund H. McCullough, 2 Gescendant. 48

.If Martha also took pleasure in other horticultufal pursuits, as the

. obove 1 accounbfEgEs suggesis) then the gracious garden laid out by the David

Deshler family certainly must have provided her with a rich outlet for

her interests. LikeWide, the elaboféte gérdens maintained by maiy other
fumilies ccnd her famil
Germantownesg must have offered Martha A 1 many pleasurable community

4q

visits and exchanges.

1§ .-Werd, DB 6, 148; Rev. S. F. Hotchkin, Ancient and lodern Germentown
Mount Airy and Chesnut Hill (Philedelphia, 1883), p. Tl. =¢ Addidion Below:

QQ.'See Historical Baciground section onpDavid Deshler and Historical

- Groonds Section. (1 th fentury (ernancown and

(Une problem with this account sbout ThHe nyécinths lartha wasnington

supposedly reised while in Germantown arises from the fact that

hyacinths bloom § in February or early larch. In a letter to William

Péarce Jjust afte§ the familj's return to Philadelphiz in 1794, Washington

s twrote, "Mrs. Washington requests that the Gardener would send her some

@ Artichoke seed of the best kind ne has and by the first Post under cover

to me," which certainly indicates that Mertha did teke an interest in

nhorticultural matters. Fitepatrick, ed., 33, 502. This acccunt also

directly supports the contention of DeshleY descendants that David

Deshler's family shared a close friendship with the Washingtons.

- : -
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Besides such informal social e ﬁéﬁ@e in Germantovm during the

. summer of 1794, the>Preeidential fEmily ' :' B vy no doudbt invited
" company to the house, as befitted their social and political position.
Unfortunately, no records remain to indicate how frequently and for whomn

the Washingtons entertained, but the househeld account book for the.

period show purchases of beef, lamb, end other groceriex in quantities

sufficient to feed lerge nunbers.

Descriptions of the Washingtoe family's social affairs while in
Philadelphia give some clue to the type of gatherings and to possible
: gﬁests invited to the Germaneown hdme. After dining at the President's

city residence 1n New Yorh in 1789, Roger Uolcott, audltor of the Treasury, reote

that, 'The example of the President and his:family will render parade znd' expense

improper and disreputeble," Evidently, the Washingtons as hosts set a tone of

Ugl«l le mebors dI

‘SJmp11c1ty and economy at their home,,\Thelr guests, who included, such’

?kﬂa&iﬂ ua

prominent fumll“P as the dam‘ltODS, Knoxes, Powells, Morrises, Stewarts,

Bradfords, Rosses, Chews and Binghams, lent an air of reflnement to the

L3 e & m—— ke

[ cede e o -
gatherings,

o T T T

l 5 W S U U S

'£0. See Appendix F Tor Housenold Zccounts in 17943 .
‘As quoted in Scharf and Wescott, II, 906, and Wharton, p. 23h -
Woltott sutceeded Hamiltén as Secretary “of the Treasury in 1795.

Washington himself noted about his spouse: "Mrs, Washington's.ideas?
001n01de_E;Lh mine own as_to simplicity of dress and ever¥thing which
. can tend to Qupport propriety of churacter, without parteking of the ..._-
follies of luxury and ostentation.” AsS quoted in Scharf and Wescott, II,
906-7. When recalling his first year B**coniinued on rext ‘page R

[ V-
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a Philadelphia resident in 1792, Samuel EreckF wrote, "The city was - .
all alive, and a round of entertainments was kept up by the following
families: Robert Morris, %William Bingham, John Ross, Henry Hill, Thomas
Moore, Walter Stewart, Governour Thomes Mifflin, ex-Governour John Penn,
Samuel Powel, Benjamin Chew, Phineas Bond, Thomes Ketland, Pierce Butler,
Langton Smith, General Knox, Samuel Breck, Alexander Hamilton, etc. Besices
these, General Washington, vho was President of *he United States, and

John Adams, who was Vice-President, saw a great deal of company. Phila-
delphia contained then about fifty thousand inhzbitants, and a much

larger society of elegant and fashionzble and stylish people, than ot the
present dey (Jandﬁ&y, 1842), with its two hundred and seventy thousand
souls in ¢ity and county.” A_S Quoted in Fberlein and Hubbard, p. L84,

Several of these Philadelphia families also owned country seats

in or near Germantown, among them the Chews, Hills, Morrises, asd Penms,

'and Burges. Besides their own entertaining, the Washingtons undoubtedly

were invited to these homes, and, in the style of the day, they alsc like¥y

paid informal visits to these families while on outings from the Germantown
52,
home .

. Wharton describes Martha's response to Philadelphia's social circles
on p. 23778?During her leonger residence in Philadelphia, surrounded by old
friends, Mrs. Weshington evidently led a life more congenial to her tastes
than thah in Few York. .‘Yefﬁé?haps in consequence of the large Quaker
element in the community, much simplicity in certain circles and great
domesticity in family life. Thés homelike atmos®phere rendered Philzdelphia
especially congenial to Mrs. Washington. Meny of the well-to~do residents
« + o owned country plaﬁces on the Schuylkill, at the Fox Chasze, and in
and epound Germantown., . . . Her carriage was frequently to be seen upon
the roads around Philadelphia, when she was on her way to visit Mrs.
Robert Morriyi at her country seat, The Hills, or Mrs. John Penn at :
Lansdowne, or upon the GemantoWwn road en rd}e to the Szrah Coates Burge.

Semuel Ereck recalled thet in 1792 "Genersl Washington had a stud of tweclve
or Ycurteen horses, 2nd occasionally rcdc cut to take the azir with six horses
to his coach and always two footment behind his carriage. . . he knew how to
msintain the dighity of his station.” As auoted in Eberlein and Hubbardé, p. 48L4,
A description of several ity country seats of the 186th centuryican
" be found in Ibid., pp;383, k18, 524, T end near Germantown
\

2
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Evidently one of thefynpst enjoysble aspects of living in Germantown
for George and Martha Washington in 179h_was their acquaintance with
the great portrait painter, Gilbert Studrt, who agreed to execute a head
of Washington. This painting epparently represented the second attempt
by the artist to complete a portrait of the President to his own satisfaction.
According to John Watson's account,

At his [Stuart's] house Gen. Washington ahd his lady were

freauent visiters, seen here, as such, by meny, Nrs.

Washington had a great desire to have possession of that

finished head of the general; but as it was his chef-

d'oeuvre, arnd he had no hopes to be able to execute

another as well, it was conceded to him as an indulgence,
to retain it for himself during his life. 53

53 . Watcon's Annals, 11, OL-5.

Even though his stay at the Franks house in 1794 afforded the
Prezident cuch relazation and eétertainment, pressing public matters called
him to the city at an average of two times a week, as a rule on days between
Monday and Friday. At the same time, Wasﬁingtbn's yearning to returne to
Mount Vernon and the life of a gentleman farmer foond expression in long
weekly letters to William Pearce, his manager, filled with advice and
directions on the cultivation of the crops and the overseeing of the

54

estate.

S§. Obviously 2 disciplined and scheduled individual, Washington wrote his
manager every Sunday. A, _survgy of Washington's letters during his
residency at Germantown in 1794 shows twelve correspondences dated
from Philadelphia. See Fitzpatrick, ed.,33,.pp.452-502.

ey
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The most pressing internal problem during the summer of 1794 was the

insurrection in Western Pennsylvenia, where the civilians objected to. the
on distilled liquors.

federal excise taxA The Whiskey Rebellion, so-called, especially alermed
the President, for he feared that such a resistance, if permitted, might
s s k s 24
spell the fall of the Republic. On August 7 Washington issued a Proclamation
to the. insurgents urging them to return home, and he called up 15,000 militia
and -
from Virginia, Maryland, New uersey,k?ennsylvanwa. From Gerzantown he
wrote to friends and asa001a7 tes asking for advice on the natter, and,
finally, ten’ days after his return to the city from Germsntowm, he
set off for Carlisle to give his personal attention to the explosive
55 :
gituation.
‘ International tensions also lingered in the President's 'nind aguring
hig stay in CGernontcown, ppecifically the Anglo-Americen relations. On
Washington
Auvgust 30 7y nrdrizzc his opinions on every aspect of foreign policy
3r

o ? special envoy to Great-Britain. Tt Prgs denit's
with Dritain in a long letter to John uaJ,A =saviews 1o doubt strongly

b’)-

5]

influenced Jay's Freaty of Iovember 18 which provided for the Eristish

o , . . . . 5
withdrawy from the Northwest Territory -~ a point of contention since the

Peace of Pzris in 1783.

5§ Carroll end ishworth, 7, 176; Fitepavrick, ed., 33, 457, u61, Lé2, Loh, k71,
490, 502. As Jacob Héltzheimer noted in his aiary for Seopehber BOth l79h-
"The great and good man Generzl Was shington, President of the United States,

set out from his house on Market Street, with Secretary HYamilton on his
left snd his private secretary on his right, to head the militia who march
to quell the Western Insurrection."” "“xtracts from the Diary of Jacob
Hiltzheimer," PMHB 16, L17.
56 .Carroll and zshworth 7, 176; Fitapatrick, ed., 33, 4b3-u486.

o
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By September 20, vhen the fomily returned to the city and had
two loads of furniture hauled back to the Market Street residence,

the Washingtons had enjoyed nearly twe months of country living in a

town famed for its resort attractions. Both the people and the setting of Germantown

an
-emitedp air of Awal/fic 7 and relaxation, while the house which the

A
family rented undoubtedly furnished a quality of familiarity,.in.tnat beth
waeoakoan CEMM
e

%&@NDeshl ~ and Franks families were personal fcguaintances of the

_ aswdlas N location
flashingtons. And the elegant yet compact architecturgﬁof the house /
on Main Street suited well the family's preference for simplicity and
convenience in their daily living. Being at the center of town
kept the family in the mainstream of the community activities, and

‘einforced the favorsble impression which the Washingtons left whereever

they lived during the years of the Fresidency.

GO 7.

r—— o ————T W oD 0 g + S e am .



. ]

Isaac Frenks, 1792-180%

P N

When he purchased David Deshler's house on Main Street in
Germantown, Isaac Franks no doubt was seeking a2 healthful location to lgve. H
Near the cloée of the Revoluticn, in 1782, he had resigned his commission
as an Ensign in the Seventh Massachusetis Regiment, on accounf of poor health, !
and had moved to Philadelphis, where, during ten years of residency, he
had continuously depended on the emminent Dortor Benjemin Rush for
professional care., Tven after his departure from the Philadelphia area
early in the 19th century, Franks kept in close contact with Dr. Rush, both

57
as a personal friend and medical advisor.

. AN - g ik =03 D et A+ S

S
&7+ In a deposition given in 1816 for his applicaticn foe 2 Revolutionary
pension, Franks wrote about his military career: '". . . he joinead
‘ the seventh Hesszchusetts Regt. in the Army of the U.S. . . . and after-:
werds received his commission 28 an IEnsign in said Regiment dated the 12 !
March 1782 . . . and continued in the Service till abcut the onth of
June 1782 when the deponent resigned . . . Being severely afTlicted with
the gravel which still occasionally greatly distreSses him." Franks, I.,
1794-1819, Charles F. Jenkins Collection, HSP. Edwin AOWf 2nd, The
History of the Jews of Philadelphia from Colenial Times to the Age “of
Jackson (Philsdelphia, 195 ), pp. 197-8; rrencis B. Heitwan ‘Historical
Begwsuer of the Officers of the Cont1nen+al Army During the war of the
Revolfytlion April, 1775, to December, 1703 (v ‘eshingtog, D.C., 101L4), p. 236.
An aQVL1t1SCment in The Penns.ivoniz crzeste in 1761 remarked sbout German- {

town: "The Air is known. . . to be vurc snd healthy: often recommended,({ce below
P ek orhadiidl

bp
<
J

Germentown not only offered Franks a healthful environment, but a s:%nﬁ
which appezled to hig social and-cultu 2l preferences. Aiter his
marrlcge to iery Davidson, daughtgr of Capvain Samuel Levidson, in 17€2,
Yranks discontinued his associstlon with iis gewish heritage. ¢

- D

opened onc of the first trokersge offlices in Philadelphio, =zt 3C igh

4.

3treet, where he rccelved merchiudise for sele on commission,

‘7 .by the best Physicians, to Invalids.” As quoted in Jenkins, Suide Pook, p. .

et - N o T B A ——a. ¢ aar—



Like mzny wealthier and more proninent @i wlcuelph ans, rronks on occassion
dealt in the negro slave trz ac, end, poseibly, as a symbol of his rise to
‘higher social circles, he himself purchesed a sleve girl, Bell, who in

°8

1790, ran away from his residence.

-1,
¥ Uojf, pp. 167-8, 192, 19,L/01¢ment Llaale, The Fhiladelphia Directory, 1791,
(Philadelphia, 1791), P.

While few records remain to document the type of social circleg in which
Franks moved i§~Philadélphia, the available information bn his family,
contacts, offices, cultural activities, and fr?iends ;uggests that he
stood as & péer of the prominént families in the city. Born in 1759,
Franks grew up the son of a wealthy Jewish merchant of New York City, Moses
Franks. During his childhood Isaac no doubt learned the basic rules
for financial success., His service in ﬁhe Coniinental Army during the
Revolution ‘won him early recognition and status, and his subsequent move
to Philédelphia iﬁ 1782 brought him in contact with his pfomineﬁt couseén,
David TFranks, whose daughter, Rebecca, dazzled the guests at many exclusive
social gatherings in the city.' His wife's family, the Samuel Davidson's of

Philadelphia, offered him yet other social contacts.

and 18‘!‘
4. Wolf,pp. 9TH henry Samuel torais, The Jews of Philadelphia (Fhiladelphia,
1894), pp. 3h-6. Werd, PMHB 6, 145. v

aa



In 1789 Franks petiﬁioned for and received the office of Kotary
Public {for the Commonwealth, a pesition Qﬁich brought Philadelphians of
every social level to his shop for certifications. 1In 1792 he supperted
the cultural grﬁwth of the city by becoming one of the first subseribers
to the Chestnut Street Theatre. Besides his friendship with Dr. Rush,
Franks becane acquainted_with President Washington, possibly because they
were neighbors of each otﬁer on HighL‘Street. Franks may even have known
the Deshler family, who also lived on High Street nearby his shop, end

this friendship may help.explain why Franks decided to ggrchase the
- -69

fo : _heirs
Germantown house in 1792, e2%r Dsvid Deshler's teika
When Franks purchased the Deshlers' country home in Germantown
on May 21, 1792, he may have intended to use the house as a summer retreat
.n the style of meny other successful Philadelphia businessmen during the
decade, When he took his family to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in the fall
of 1793 to protect them from yellow fever, he lef£ his Germantown house
full of furniture, indicating that he znd his family had indeed been in
/VHG//:’H
residence there. 'At the same time, Franks himself £e=3 victim to the fever,
(/{ N vi/t 55 .'/ : .
imé&c&éggg %hat he had been spending a?ﬁeast eome of hisg time in town.
After President Washington moved back to the city in late November 1793,
. the Franks family returned to Germantown, where they evidently remained

&%
until the Washington feamily moved out to the house on July 30, 1794,

%o. Morsis, p. 29; Minutes of the Supreme Ixecutéve Council, February 7, 1789,"
Pennsylvania Colonial Records, 16, Series 1, p. 1.

'tl. sce appendix A for deed citation; see previous sections off Deshler and
Washington residencies. An advertisement in the Philadelphia Gszette for
May 17, 1794, referred the buyer to Teaac Franks in Germantown. lLewspaper
Items, p. 156.

-



‘While a resident in (fermantown, Fréhks demonstrated a2 continued
interest in public service. When President Washington called up the
militia in 179h‘to quell the Whiskey Rebellion in Eastern Pernnsylvania,
Franks received an apﬁointment.by the Governor as a Lieufenant-Colonel
of the Second Regiment of the Philadelphia County PBrigade, The ngxt yeer
Franks filled the position of justice of the peace for the townships
of Germantovn and Roxborough, an office which he apparently retained

a”cfwﬁbtqf Isaac Franks Esq.
through,his residency, for in 1800 A married a young couole in
Germantosm. J  From 1796 through 1801 Franks served as the Sectetary
of the Board of Trustees for Germantown Academy, where, no doubt, his son,

qully,

Samuel D. Franks, attended school. &R& 1in 1738’"ranks' name a2ppeared

‘b2 . Wolfg po. 196, b29; “berlelu and L;no-ncotu, P. 227; Wolf argued that .

Franks received the title "€olonel" from this appointment, but es

early as 1790 Franks appears in the State papers as Colonel Fraiks.
Pennsylvania Colonial Records, 16, Series 1, 513. In addition, °
‘Weshington refered to Franks as Cole. Franks in his corre<pond°nce

to Randolph in October 1793. See above section on Wgashington's residency
at the house, Newspaper Ttems,mal/®7(73,Travis, History of Germantown
Academy, pp. 42 and TL gg52f@%8-0 20k, 21L‘\and 216 y-onzld Vern
Jackson, ed., Pennsylveniz Census I, A=K (170d;, p. 138, shows that
Franks had a white male between 10 and 16 in his femily. Semuel later
became prominent as a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas fcr Schuylkill,
Lebanon and Dauphin Counties., Wolf, p. 429; CGermentowvm History, p. 42.
as one of twelve commissiorers who were woralng to incorporate the

Germantown and Reading Turppike Road Company, and in 1802 it appeared
again as one of the.na@es of stockholders in the Germantown and Perkiomen
Turnpike Road Company.



‘No record of the private lives of the Franks family remains to
provide ancdotes ﬂguahelr typical dauswﬁL&i in Germantown, except that
Gilbert Stuart not only painted a portrait of Isaac Franks --as he had
the President in 1794%-- but that he signed the painting, "to friend
TIsaac Franks as a token of regard.” Such an inscription gives some indica-
tion that Franks continued to bé a cultivator cf the arts while in the
country community. Accoralng to the 1800 census, Franks, aged hl,
supported & household of 8 people, probably zn extended femily, as only
three were under 26 years old; wHereas three were between 26 and 45,

and two were over 45. With three bedrooms in the main house, and

atleast one in the original wing to the reer, the Franks family

-

. 58:'

obviously ~nereu uany communal cxperiences while in their house on liain ut et

Y

mpleted the por*reijﬁn 1002, cceording to iolf, p.

53+ Gilbert comp 167, which
might indicate that Frenks returned to Germantown for the commission ,
. as he rmoved into the city the year before. Jackson, ed., D. 138

The small room over the tea rcom would not be considered a becdroom,
but for the obvious need for sleeping space during the Franks' residency.

According to the available records, the Franks family returned to
a residence in Philadelphia late in 1801, putiing their Germentown house

up for renu, Franks appeared in the Philadelvhia Directory that year

as a broker situdked at 23 South Third Street, Juf ~xBuetpes—for only
a few short years later he movqiﬂis family to Ephrats , in Lancaster County,

where he found h1m°e1f increasingly plaguecfycv financial and health problems.



What had begun as a life of prestige and recognition ended in 1822 with
after numerous applicatignseg
little more than 2 wivil positiom~won in'1819%_ ,” a skimpy
L - .
inventory of his personal teTongings, and a debt of 32500 which he owed
64

to the Commonweldth of Pennsylvania.

&4 6n Fovember 16, 1801, the United States Gzzette announced that,
the house in Germantown lately occupied by Isaac Franks to be let."
Newspaper Ttems, p. 220; ¥olf, p. 188; Cornelius Stafford, The
Philadeiphic Directory (Philadelphiz, 1801), p. 58. Franks appeared
for the last time in the 180L firectory as a Philadelphia broker.
Jemes Kobinson, The Philadelphia Dircctord (Philadelphia, 1204), p. 37;
From 1819 until hig death on liarch L, 1822, Franks served as the
Prothonotory of the Suprewme Court of Pemnsylvaenia. Isaac Franks,
Prothonotry Accounts, 1819-22, Jenkins Collection, HSP. Isaac
Franks, Administration Humber 117, 1822, Philadelphies County
Courthouse, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

—— m— — ——

bb,



Elliston and John Perot, 1802-183%L

Elliston and John Pgrot, brothers and affluent partners in their
own mercantile house in Philadelphia, together purchaced the Franks
house in April 1802, and untik Elliston's dezth in 1834, their two
families spent every summer season togethor in the Germantown residence.
In the city the Perot brothers lived in adjoining hOL ses on the fashionable

4&(/ /0/ flT'C/
@ere’nestors of) the

High or Market Strcet, and, like the Deshlers,
Friends Society. Their sfore near the wharves at 41 Water Street,

between Market and Arch, offered a wealth of products from their
West Indiany Trade.
e 1»%‘2
-Elléston and John were born and reised in Bermuda, where their Huguenot
JanLs Pet, annd 710, ‘
fathg;Ahad ssttled, 1In 1772, when still in their twenties, they joined

in their first mercantile pertnership on the island of Dominica; there

cenducte d Qprospercus busraess
‘Lhey o trorFwe ooy Ug&ll 17(8 When thDJ moved thElI‘ Op"ratlons
[S]

'to St. Eustatius. In 1781, p..British, in en atiack on the islend,

. . . /m{?usa Ql
destroyed the lucrative Perot enterprlses€2 and ceseusred both brothers.

Their captivity proved short-lived, however, and by 178: ®Elliston and

John -had reunited in Pnhiladelphia, where they formed a new partnership.

&5 The Perots paid $5000 for the house. See Appendix A. The Perots
built their houses on Market Street in 1793 and apparently they
shared in common & driveway and garden. Clsra Perot D'Ambly, Ebmp-
iler, "Jacques Pe*ot, Hugeenot, and His Seafaring Descendants

Bermuntovn Crier, 14, (March 1962), p. 10; Ritter, pp. 29, andv?l B
'Hlpfpuw, i, b?l Scnurf and WCQCOtu, 111, 2217. )
%5 chrv Slmpson, "The Lives of Fminent Ph]ladelphldnb, Now Decescsed

Collected from Orlglnul and_Authentic Sources (Philadelphia, 1859),pp. T74-77.
Moon, II, ol7-G70; D'Amby, p. 10.

¢7



The Perots' previous experience and success in the West Indian
trade undoubtedly facilitated their rapid rise to wealth and prominence
as Philadelphia merchants. In 1884 Scharf and Wescott noted that,

Y'Among the eminent early mercantile houses of Philadelpiga none stood
. ' -‘7
highrr in character than that of John and Elliston Perot." Sovlally

Ph ﬁ:dg/ LJ@,

as well‘thé Perot brothers won respect and acceptance in waes

w+6¥. Elliston, the elder brother, especially gezined recognition
for his kind nature and his active support of numerous charities. In
tach of ) )
his will of 1831, he left $100 to,nine separate causes, and during
his 50~year residence in Phiiadelphia he served 22 years as a manager
of the Philadelphia chpenvarj and l: years as a manzger of the
. Pennsylvania Hos p ital. 1In addition, Ellmton acted as a commissioner .
o n g e am e . .. o/low/n ,
and President of the Philadelphia-Lancaster Turnpike Company-&%%erv{ts
A 8 A -
. r <O Afka X
formathd;n 1792. ¥ his eath in 1283L4 the Germantown T Telégraphn

eulogized,

Departed this life, at his residence in Philadelphia, on Friday
last, the 28th of Nov. Elliston Perot, in the 88th yesr of his
life; a worthy and exemplaery member of the Society of Friernds.

The deceased was intimately known and highly es
place, where he has resided during the summer s
himgelf infommed the Ediptor but & fcw months since) for the last
thirty-three years, without the omission of a single summer,
‘and occupied the dwelling distinguished as the residence of
General Washington during the prevalence of the fever in 1793.
.[He] was of the xindect feeling and most affectionate
manner, and had only to be known to be beloved. His mind,
naturally strong, was enriched with a vast amount of varied
knowledge, gathered from study . . 5 in every sencse of the
word, a really GOOD MAN -- such ag wefy feel a pleasure and satis-
faction in remembering and conterplating. His like is seldom
looked upon.

l'—'i—'ﬂ}

‘ ©7, Scherf and Wescott, 3 , 2217,

e

68 1ill Book 11, No. 190, Philadelphia ”Oxntv Conrthouce, Philacelphiaj

roon, é 672-3; D'Anky, p. 10; ijnnS}(/(J/‘)(déoze#e If.—//lf /7?2 73,
I G7h

-

bﬂ. Gernantown Melegraph, December 3, 1824, p. 33 oon,

68




' During the thirty-three consecutive summers the Ellistcon .and John
e ca 1[7'C>t7c-’C} at
Perots cetdaéA LA their summer house in Germantown, the families

grev and prospered. In 1800 the Perot clan totaled 25 members,

<

Elliston's household having 13 people--7 male and 6 femele—{yhile

John's numbered 12 --7 male and 12 female. In 1825 Elliston's eldest

- ¢hild, Hennah, merried Samuel B. Morris,

in 183§ e
, and it wes he wthpurchased the gggggf%rom o

. . the
Ellisteon Perot's estate, SO bsginningﬁ'first of three generations
‘70
of Morrises to own the ‘house.
“Hp. R.V. Jackson, ed., Pennsulvenia Censvs 1800, II, L-M, ( R

1972), p. 12h1; Hinshew, II, 621; Appendix A. Tne Elliston

Perots must have lost six of their children before 1834, for
Elliston's will mentions only 5 children, 4 men and one voman.

The Morris Femily, 18306-1548

Samuel B. Morris, 1826-1859

Samuel Buckley Morris érem up in Philadelphia, the only son

i

of the Luke Wister Morriseé, and grandson of {Laptain Samuel Morris.
His father owned a part in the family brewing buginess and participated
7t '

in Philadelphia's society life.
In 182%,. at age 34, Samuel B. married Hannah Perot at the Friends
' \ N

Meeting House on Mulberry (now Arch)street, end six yeaks later, after

the birth of their third child, she died, leaving him with two sons and

72

one daughter -~ Samuel, aged 5, Beulah,‘3, and new-born Elliston Perot.

a
7!.. John W. Joréan, Colonial and Revolutionary Femilies of Pennsylvanie, I,
(Mew Yorxz, 1911), 7i; soon, II, .45 Feris, p. 2. According to
' the latter zuthor, Samuel's grandfather was a leader in the Schyylkill
Fishing Club, the oldest social club in America. .

7E. Moon, TI, 56k .-666,

6



o | .
Although '

ﬁSamuel had shrydRkxestzblished # high reputation for meréantile'.
integrity in the old andé respectable shipving firm of Waln and Morris,
he retired from the firm after Hannah's death in 1831 to take care ofy
his children. Four years later, and seven months after his father-in-
law's death, he moved his fTamily out to the Perot '§ummerv§9me'in'b
Germantown. Evédently he had an hnderstanding with Elliston's heirs,}‘9

that he would purchase the g;op?rty, for the following spring he

B ansgon” -
received the deed to "the,Fapin(\from his brother-in-law, Francis
$ 773 T

Perot.

Instead of working in a firm, Szmuel epparently derived an

. . [N uuk {\0“\“‘2—‘ )
income from his stock shares andﬁnumerous c¢ity and couhtry properties

. listed in the inventory of his estate in 1859. Samuel devoted the
energies h
bulk of his/ﬁéxa—to his children, pesssr<Szey and to philanthropic
one of
work. He served asryhe first directors of the Philadelphia Saving

Fund Society, one of the founders of the Pennsylvanida Institution for

the Desf and Dumb, as a manager of the Fréehds’%Z;ylum for the Insane
_ Scweel now Yo
at Frankford, @s one of the founders of Haverford,College, and as
1894
the foundegﬁof the Saving Fund Society of Germantown. As a devoted

member of the Society of Friends, he actively supportedfﬂéﬁ; Westtown

Boarding School whéé% his daughter , Beulazh, attended - “end
baidas \eiowy _ S hasesd
wes @ folnder of their Haverford School, % ..—eNdis two scng, Elliston
. 1 ") )
Y .o i AN | . . . . .
PerotQ?and Samuelw Thereito school. In addition to founding the

73.« Moon, &, 6Ch-C§, and 67h; "Extracts from Samuel B. Morris Diary,
1831-37," in the femily papers of Mr. and Mrs. Elliston Perot
. ‘ Morris, in gcufhampton., Pennsylvania. Elliston Perot is the great-great

grandson of Samuel B. Morris.



. . . . ()@-’W\(&\L\'buh\
Germantown Savings Fund Soclety, he cdonaied to theAcommunlty ceverel

buttonweod trces which he perscnally vlonted in & row along Main

3

Street and pMerket Squure, and vwhich treez for umany years shaded &nd

&

¥

the center of toun. According to the family histeriun,

Scmuel's "cheerful smile and hearty esxpression of good

will, made him welcome everywhere . . . his charities were silesrt

i
—

and unostentatious."

On January 23, 1859, Szmuel Morris, a2t 68 years old, died end

left by his w;}} the Germantown propetty to his second son, Elliston

7s

Perot Horris.

‘

74 Yoon, g, 6G4-5; According to his. son, Elliston P. Morris,

Samuel "was the first, perhaps, who took any interest in the care

and preservation of the old MerRet Square,;L'; . and conceived

the ides of giving it some Torm and shape by the use of shovel

and rake and generous sowing of grass seed, then planting posts

at the corner to keep the huckster and other wagons to the side

next the house . . . My father planted a row of trees, some eight

or ten in number, along the curb, and protected them from injury

by horse or whegls by placing neatly-painted wooden tree -boxes

around them." Mosris, "Memories of 014 Germantown, Particularly
of Market Sguare, " Read at a Meeting of the Site and Relic

Society, April 18, 1902, &nd included in Germantown History, pp. 8-12.

At the time of reading his paper in 1902, onky onc buttonwooa

tree remained. Ibid., p.lO0. Elliston P. Morris Collection, Box 2,

~ Samuel B. Morris Domestic Bills 2na Receipts, HSP. Photograph of Samuel B.

77 Morris Inventory, 1859, #39, in Deshler-Morris House folder,
PHiladelphia Historical Commission.

M6 .Will Eook 41, pp. 338-34L, Philadelphia County, Philedelphia, Pa.
Samuel's will, number 29, states: U . . vest the full and complete
Title absolutily in my Son Elliston Perot Morris of my House
& Premiseg in Germentown situated upon the Mein Street with |
2 front of one hundred feet of thereabouts, extending to & across
Green Street recently opened." Jordan, I, 61.




.Elliston Perot Morris (1859-191L)

Elliston Perot Morris was born on lay 22, 1831, and only two months
Jater he lost his mother. At age four his father moved the family to
the Germantown house, and here Elliston remeined untilnhis death in
1914 . --a period of 79 years. Elliston's life reflected his childhood
upbringing under the devoted care of his father and ﬁhé sbirifual--
,guidange of ﬁhe Fraends Socéety?é
In 1854 Elliston assisted his father in the organization of the
Savings Fund Society of Germant¥wn and that year beU%F a ég-year serviee
as thé Secretary of the bank. Eleven years later he assisted in
opening another Philadelphia bank‘when he became an ,Ancorporator of
the Provident Life and Trust COu‘@amy.T7
El&istén resembked his father in his devout support of the Friends"
Society and his nﬁmerous philantohropic éssociations. He was one of
‘ the(founders-of the Friends' Freemen Societ& in 1863 and the Gefmantown
Dispensary and-Hospitai_ in 186&, and s%%ed as President foi both; he
served as a manager for the Friends' Free Library, the Friends' Asylmm
for the Insene, and for Haverford College; and;rfér ményAyears he sefved
fybars as an overseer for Penn Charter Schogl:‘aLSO founded by the Quakerzg
Elliston married Martha Canby of Wilmington in 1861, and they

had four children, Marriott Cenby, Elizubeth Canby, Semuel Buckley,

and Elliston Perot. 1In his will Elliston left 211 his Germantown

T6. Jorcun, I, OL; Clip File, Morris Family end Morris House, p. 111,
Germantown Historical Society. Herinafter cited, Clip file, GHS.
77. Ibid.

. 78. Ibid.

2
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property--which ineluded three additionel residences he had purchased
-along Gernantown Avenue to the north ané south of his home-- to his
wife, Martha, and after her death, to his dalghter, Elisabeth C..

‘Morris- o C ‘ R

Mertha Canby Morris, 1914-1319

Martha Canby seemingly complemented her husbend well, for at her
death in 1919, a newspaper eulogy noted thet she had been one of the
founders of the Bermantown Hospslal, end had Berved as its president
for 37 yezars. She outi;ved her husband by five yearsg, and at her

&2

death the house fe}l to the ownership of_Elizabeﬁh_e:Morrls.

Elizabeth (. Morris, 1919-19uC

Elizabeth C. Morris never married and remained her lifetipe at
L1947,
the Morris home. She died intestate on ﬁecembeg~13,/q lesving as her

8l

gole heir her brother, Marriott C. Morris.

Marriot‘c. Morris, 1947-8

Marriott é. sur@@Ved his sister by one year, and éggietwo codicils
to his will, the second one leaving the premises Fo the United States
of America. The second codicil, however, contained a clebse which
stated that should he die within 30 days of signing the codicil, that

e e e
the property would then goYtb his son, Elliston Perot Morrisg(indtead.)

74~ Jordan, Ibid.; will of Elliston Perot Morris, No. 2874, Probate Office,
County of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pa,

%0. Jane Cempbell's LKewspaper Cllppings, ¥olume39, p. 181, Germantown
Historicel Society; Chain of Title to 5hLk2 Germentown Avenue, p. 1,
peepared by the Philsdelphia Historical Commission @nd aprended

. to this report. (A).
- 8.

Chain of Title, Ibid.

7

———



o . . ) ) two oqu
Marriott C. Morris died on Mnrch 2, 1948, n&%g:uﬁﬂ% days ef writing

his.second codicil, so that the porperty went to Elliston Horrig.

Elliston Perot Morrls, March to December, 1948

Elliston Morris, his wife, and his wother, Jane Rhoads Morris,
chose to follow through with Marriott's decision to donate the

property to the government for the preservation of George Washington's

amh?au. &2z
residence in 179343, ond the deed was trcnszeted on.December 15 1948,

]

Netichal Park Service,.1948 to the Present

"With a federal grant of 20,000, the Netionzl Park Service
set iﬁto motion plans to.restore the house to its 18th century
appearance. The restoration work began in the summer of 1949 znd
was completed within_the year. The physical destruction and repair
to the architectqﬁl fabric of the .structure will be discussed in _

. ] P

the section prepared by Historical Architect, Michael .ﬂxdlerstein.g:—:3

Considerable community interest re;ultéd in a cooperstive
agreement with -the Germantown Historical Society in July 19&9 which
gave the Society the right to mznage the property for the Service.
The Elliston P. lMorris family donated several valuable antiques_to

furnish the home; the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts agreed to

loan seven paintings from its permanent collection,; and, the

7. Chain of Title, Ibid.
'33. Evening Bulletin, December 9 and lO 1949, snd Germantown Courier,

December G, l9h9, Clip flle, The Morris Family end liorris House, GHS.

vy



Philadedphia Museun of A{jgupplied some period furniture on lean. to the
house. On Decewber 10, loh“,‘hc Hational Park Service opened the
house, whicﬁ they called the Déshler-Morris House, to the public.

On Mey 16,'1950/the Service held a special ceremcny to dedicate the

transfer of the property to the Government énd the placing of the

house in the custody of the Germantown Hiﬁjarical Soc@ﬂty. " The ‘ ;
. g 5 Konald
ceremony was held on the grounds, znd with (Robert ¥. Lee, Chief . B

-

Historian, speaking in behalf of the government, Qnd RernJrc Sam el,
Mayor of Philacdelphiz, speaking in behelf of the City.
Since 1949 the management and interprétation of the Deshler-Morris

House and grouncs have been fulfilled by the Germantown Historical

auJ i+
Societyhﬁ Women's Committee for the Deshler-KMorris House. The volunteer:

. . _ Hey Kavg kel
women have provided guided tours through the house andﬁhoad teas,

coffees, and other parties on the grounds. The Park Service has
supported the society with maintenance funds, and, more recently,

with maintentnce crews for the buildings and grounds, although

Sunce 1969, are aucf
drDeseere the lagter aé*&%a&—ﬁas been under the close,supervision
Mivbeed :

of Mrs. ¥ Hontgomery of the Women's Committee. In the 1800s, the

¢ carried out extensive research on the structure

and ite hist toTy ,\10 final report was ever proauced. In 1966 Dr.
John Platt, 2 National Park Service Historian, completed a mini-folder
on the house for distribution to the public. The present research

has been authorized with expectations of restoring the structure,

‘&4 TPIC. Superincendens's onthly Report, January 1951, as trans-
scribed to 1c:earch note, INDE,

5
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ground% end furnishings {0 the period of President George Washington's
65
residency in 1793 and 179k. :

'8¢ Mre. Richard Wilson of Germantown is presently the Chairman of
of the Women's Committee and she furnished the writer with
assistance and information on the Women's Committee work
The 130, or Historiczl Research file on the Deshler-Morris Bouse
in the perk files provicded ne with 2 picture of the interactigh
of the Historical Society #nd the Nctionzl Park Service since 195L,

86. 130 Lile, m*u, sncludes = copy of Public Law 85-702 , See Secdion ¥ frv ofor-

wia i O TR edneehovet

tlhen the Aorl g Famlly donated the property and it was accepted HOUS?,

M .
by Congress in Act of June 28, 1948 (62 stet. 1061), the National

Park Service received 0.629 acres of land which was then considered
adeguate for the protvection of the historic structure and its
‘emuron.lent In 1957, however, the Germantown Savings Fund Soc(yi\ty,

which owned th

[0

structure to the north of the Deshler-Morris House,

announced its intention to improve uhe property. ReDreQenbcglve Hugh
: (H.R. Tho3)
Scott of Pennsylvania agreed to spongor a billAFo avthorize the

Secretary of Intericr to acquire a certgin harrow strip of land between

the two vroperties wnlch would asgure the protection of the access, light)

and air of the historié structure. On August 21, 1958 the k=% 85th” Congress

Jktmouuk&4|975
approved the Act and it became P”bllc Lavw 85- -702. pfhe protecticn of

Germantown Savings Eunag? Society's

the Deshler-Morris House h&ﬁ»&:cgﬁtédciéz; further assured by theA

donation of the same property to the north, called the Bringhurst

House, to thc National Park Service & With the

acquisition of th1< early Germantown house, the National Psrk Scrvice

arranged for historical research, as recuired by law, to provide the

8é

structlrfl history and significaznce of the property.

C«l

4
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C. Structural History of the Deshler-dorri

18th Century

X~ Ray Techniques and Paint Analyeis

Although no documentstion exists to verify that Deshler erected
the kitchen wing many years before his mansion house, the findings

of the Sefvice's historicul architect and pasint specialist confirm

that the :two-story stone portion.of the bzck wing etoscsdi—te—ihe
. PO . =

et se dates to the mid-18th century, £nd thet it still retains
evidence of

its original door and window framings and/\its original blue coat of

paint. The logical hypothesis follows that David Deshler anticipated

building a larger, more elegant country seat in his later life, but,

like meny other early citizens of Germantown, he btegan with the kitchen,

ct

the most practical and necessary part o
¥ I

Hh
-
-

the house. He and his family
no doubt slept in the itwo rooms upstairs.and passed much of their time
, ‘ 1

either outdoors or in the kitchen during waking summer houss.

1. For a complete description of the architectural investigation of
the kitchen and the results of the pzint analysis, see the
cection completed vy the historical erchitect. The curator of"
the Germajfnpwn Historical Society provided this writer with
information on the building seguence of many Gerrmantown houses.

77



1740 Survey of arket Souare

<

As typical of most of Germantown's #8th century property owners,
Deshler built his house close‘to-the Main Street which led into
Philadelphia, and closely adjoining his neighbors'. Only yards to
the north stood the house of George Bringhurst, senidr, -saddler,
who, according to the record of deeds, dold Deshler a €0-foot lot

s [740 .
adjoining #=2 own in 1751. Agsurvey of ;gégﬁzéﬁLszbzbiiHarket Squere,
suq ests
T : that Deshler owned the same propcrtv

1ﬁ?§f?¥9, howcver, 3
or pert of it, at thsat earlier cate as well. DPossibly Deshler was
only a mortgager for Bringhurst and did not acﬁually hold the pooperty
at this time. On the other hand, if he already was bringing his

young family to Germantown in 1740, the 2-story stone kitchen mey

‘ have been constructed 2 decade or more earlier that the estimatec/

year af {76C )

2. This 49 QLrve&”.as entitlsd & "Plan of the Germentown Merket
Place" and was dﬁrpn up by Benjamin Esstburn on Sepierber 17, 17LO.
Witne sses to the survey included George Brwnbhuvcxayxmkcever al

£ hhs neighbors. See illustration , for complete citation’
and for Bringhurst's and Dechler's neighbors in 1740. This
writer has no way to confirm the 1740 owners of Droperty, but
"it ie my guess that the owners were superimpdsed on the 1,L survey in
1766, vhen Christian Lehmen compiled information about Germantown'
originul lands. That would explain the names of Deshler and Waln,
who, according to the record of deeds, acguired la2nd opposite Lo
Market Squcre in 1751-52 and &. 1760, respectively



Family Lenor bilia a@nd Secondary Sources

Some twenty years or more elapsed before David Deshler decided

“to construct en elegant addition to hie country house. The only

available information for his choice of workers comes from fanily
memorabilia and paint bill from David Dominick during 1772 ond
1773. According to his vrandduigh cers' accovnt ‘Deshler brought
cappenters &nd masons from Philadelphia and he supervised the work
inor . . . .
himgelf.  Other than these wix=%e destails and the 1774 fire insursnce
survey which describes the finished product, Bo evidence remeing on

the construction history of the main house.

3. See Appendix C for a copy of the Deshler bill from David Dominick,
and Appendixz B for the 1774 survey conducted by Samuel Wetherill.,

See Section B, footnote 1, for a citation on Dekhler grandﬂaurnterc'
recollection. Scherf an2 Wescett, I, 899. L{at son, Annels, II, 6k, ok §
R.-\,___,..———-———-—A*_ _.—-———-N— 3

According to John C. Watson, "Before the Revolution, the most of

the houses [in Germantown] were but one and.a half stories, with hl”h‘u

_ ¥
In their history of Philadelphia published in 1884% Scharf and
Wescott made an observation about thikwindow glass in the house
which hag found no repetition in other sources and which cannot

e confirmedglfy decumentation, but'possibly)by some physical

analysis: '"the windows retain their old eight-by-ten glassces, imported

1
)
-
1"

from Germeny for the bUl]ul 15 .

double~-hippec roofs,”" which lends emphagis to the fact that Deshler's

w2

house must have hcen @ notable and elegent home vwhen completed in 177k,

77



Concemporary Gerinantown Construction ‘

- ' & - .
Less than & decade before Deshler Tizn construction of his
. A :
mein house in 1772, Benjamin Chew was in the widst of having nis
Germantown country seat, which he called "Cliveden," built by

the labor of both Philadelphisz snd Germantown craftemen. The

=

records, 0ills end receipts from the construction heve been pwlin”A ’
I hias e xe '

and Dr. Margaret(Tinckom)has writtén a lengthy article

L

preserved

!

describing the evidence from these pepers. After comparing Clived

1]

e}

e R - : N\ '
with' scverédl”other well-known period estates, finckoy states, _ -

they were being erected in Philadelphiz, in Germantown, in Virginie,

1"

Maryland, or even farther afield.

7

All these period country secets
J >

she went on to sdy, seemed to bear '

'somre relation to ag common
source of insdiration. . . . the desigh books and other architectusal
works which were published in Englend at the rate of sbout one 2 year
from 1715 on.."
contemporary

Whether Deshler happened to use theAarchitectural pattern books

cannot be establiched, but thggsuggestion from family memorabilia
) o Ay wert en Mo heuse

that Deshler brought carpentersAfmom PhiladelphiaA lends some support

i . {
to the possibility that he used the Carventers#32 Company which did

indeed expect their eraftsmen to follow pattern books.



. i if
In building the elegent ashlar-fronted Cliveden, Chew employed one of

Germantown's stons mesons--John lesser, who began work on the house
. . also
in 1754, Chewpselected Gemmantown's Jacob Knor as the m“cter car-
Philip Uarner as the peinter, Cnrlsuonher Fergesheimer 2g¢ the blacksmith,
penter,dand John Keyser &s the stone supplicy. Frow Philacdelphic's
mastec craftemen he " hired Casper Geyer, a competent but high~priced
stonccutter. Nearly ell of his workmen were of Gerwan descent, and
the product of their toil well cemonsircted their great skill.
David Deshler hzd been a member of the Germentown community,

atleast in the summer season, for over twenty years, and undoubtedly

selected some of the competent town crzftsmen and suppliers to

in-

aseist in building his own country sest. Moreover, his estate

: (L
elaboratcness of Chew's, %er he ordered

made no pretense zt the

l and dalrb»ualef)/p linned 1ts Size tobe
31mula d ashar for the front of his hou°e,ﬂch:e—f_u — gLooa

Ao
. . “civedon.’

nquhere near the hei ght nor bepeadth ab%kzﬁssa levertheless, it

seems boszible from the elegant wood trim throughout Deshler's home,

D
1423
=
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H
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o)
h
o
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o
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that he favered th

- - LI PN -
venter., airr e reEnt

T T

Ymic out—hee—sraateso—expenss. For this reascn, the family
recollection that Dashler brought cerp%fdters from the city anc

superviced the work himself gpperrs to stand up under visual

observation of the well-perserved &hethinsasiay the mein house.
L Margeret(Tinckow), 'Cliveden: The Building of a Philzadelphis Country
' - ¢ Vet g Ly ~ 3
Seat, 1762-1767," DiilR ag (WQQL) 12-17. See architectural Scction

._.__.__,‘—-

by liichael Adlerstein for @ e“crlptlon of the front construction
of Deshler's house.



177h Insurence Survey

.

lMost likely the eszf= house reached completion in the fall of

1772, for Samucl Wetherill, the Contributionsnip Company's agent,

"4

surveyed the "Quite New" structure on the first of February 1774. The

house had recently recebﬂfd a final coat of paint "outside @nd Inside
even to the Garret." The elaborate architect%&l detail, especially

in the exterior and interior wood trim, spoke of the refined elegance

which Deshler preferred in hie personal surroundings, and the soft,

Sele cled as /?/u nRAr oY beilom CMIU%“ .

quiet shades of rose- plnc“, stone-ocher, and mahogonjﬁhdger ted

his calm and confidence after thfirty years ag a successful Philadelphis

merchant and member of the Friends Society.
since [s compledion
Even though 200 years have passedk the house remeins qtru"turally
cecbhindectvral 4 gaace dud detail €

‘dentlcal to its original desi gn. Tllo,spacmus ccntral hallwvay,

'g: Dr. Margaret B. Tinckom end her husband, Herry M. Tinckonm,

the two stories of open newel staircase, the firenl;ces':n each of the
and i
three rooms on the farct end second Qtor;es,dune distinctive ZL-pehnd

windows, all reflect_clearly the wealth of the builder. .

'f#mw~ T Tumhtom

wrote in their book, Historic Geruantown From the Founding
. to the Eerly Part of the Nindteenth Century, {Pniladelphis,
1955), ». Of, that, "The plan of the house does not conform to
any of the types usuzl in the Germantown houses of the period.”
See Appendix B for the 1774 insurance survey. The paint colors
come from the Dominick bill, Appendiz C .

Je wn i‘ rn 7LcL

—y— e -



' 1732 Advertisenent for Sule of House
Th April, 1782, :

A;;hortly after the peece telks had begun in Paris to ¢ay Wé{){[{/‘_\

~

-~ “~ s, - . ° )'

Deshler decided to sell his country seat, and this description of the house

appeared in the Pennsylvaniz Gazette: "The house ic 45 feet front
N >

p.

and 40 feet deep, 2 stories high, ! rooms on a floor, all finiched

2 5 141 e “ . m . -

in the mcst elegant manner. Although both the dlm;henaons and

room count are inaccurate, the character of the house as viewed by

its owner comes through cleardy. He wanted and he built 2 house “"finished

in the most elegent manner."

The noticeable discrepancy between the surveyor's measurements

in 1774 of a house 36 feet front and 35 feet deep and s#e% of the

‘ 1782 advertisement might be explained if the figures in the latter
L wer RS . A )

docdé{merm «sa feversed, which would 2llow for the 9-foot bal{gﬂqy
on the rear of the house. According to current measurements the
house runs 236 feet 2 inches in the front, and 35 feet 2 inches in

depth, with a $-foot balcony on the rear of the house, making 2

total of nearly 45 feet in depth.

6. Penneylvania Gozetie, Aprdl o4, 1782, p.2, col. 3, as guoted ?mm
research note at INDE. '

7,93



1792 Ldvertisement for Sale of House

Indecd, the Deshler fumily identified the errors in the 1782.
advertisemept, for whén Ddleer‘s heirs put the house up for sale
in 1792, they printed nearly the exzet same advertisement, but it
had been corrccted to read: "The house being L0 feet front, 45 feet
deep, 2 s?ories high, 3vrooms‘on a iloor, excjusive of a large hall,
in which is thc stsircase, the vheole finished in an elegan® nunner,

2rd in complete ordex.”

1793 Imventory for President YWashington's Rentzl

room ‘ﬁir’vcwﬂ

Isaac Frank’%ilnveNuory of é;f fgrnisnings.in November 1793,
when the Presidept leased the house for.a brief few weeks,'revéalsuw
the continuation of the main hoﬁse in its l77u,%1oor plan, vhile it )
throws only 2 vague outline on fhe layout of the original two-story
ki%chen wing. According to the inventory, the back kitchen was

divided into three rooms -- the back kitchen, ‘the baclk room adjoining
3 =3 ]

and the back kitchen adjoiningr- which, adcording to their respeciiVG

~—

furnishings, served as a pantry, servants' quarters, and cooking

kitchen. No other mention of the kithhen wing room dividion exists
until the 1839 insurence survey, which described the kitchen with
two rooms to a floor, so the mystery of this inventory cannot be

solved by eny available documentation.




=)

After the inventorier listed the furnishingyin the tea roon,
or small parlor on the first flo&r of the main house, he moved on
to what he called, "the first kitchen," whech held much of the
cooking warc and & corner dupboard filled with disheé anc plates
cnd other serving utensilé. The corner cupbosrd, according to the
findings of the historic architeét, stood in thé southwest corner of

the fqut Tioor in the originel kitchen.

Next, the inventorier listed the furnishings of a room he called,
"the back room zdjoingng," which appears to have been a servente'
living room, for the painted chairs and teble indicate a style typicel

.'m is

of simpler homes of the period. ®k& room logiceally was located on the

second floor, where a fireplace hearth was availzble to hold the t1n~ 1¥en7ﬁU§/e

Shve —
plated stove lis tea as part of the furnishings.
‘ S . lorwed wod”
The third room: =-—  "the back kitchen adjoining.! obviously A&y e

wn

) L ‘ ' - R /A/LV'/@VL'
located next to the main house, for the iurnlsnlngg)whlch reveal

it

wa
it to be the room where the cookingz, washing, and ironing took place,
coincide with the findings of the architects, who uncovered the

outline of a §g-foot hearth along the‘Qanskﬁiyof the',_fi.TSt._flOOr north

wall.

darﬂZMAﬁf ﬁ? aﬂxz yuv-;gjﬁ?w/—¢§ﬂj ) Z@ DFM ?'/%&yc 5.44dnun e b
He +wo Amn awd Bobdim dincpided  un l?)w UMAMMMAQ_‘%WME7
i
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With cxcebtion to the 1774 insurance survey, the 1798 Direcct
Tax list provides the best availuble 18th century information on
the Deshler-Morris house, as well as its neighboring houses in
Germantown. From this tax list it immediately becomes evident that”
Fronks' house and outbudldings were valued considerébly'higher than

[uwsF)
any of thc five houses on the southﬂside of iein Street, orposite

Merket Square. What's more, its valuation of $3900 was over four
Ao e
times as high as either of Georsge Bringhurst‘s:ﬁouses cn the lot
to the immediate north, and over three times as high s James Ormezd's

house on the neighboring lot to the south.q

@. Tax Lisht "No., I," Germantown Townghip, Philacdelphis
Direct Tax, Departfirent of Treagury, R.G. 58, Nation
on licrofilm No. 489 at INDEZ., For additionzl information on
Bringhurst,spce the following section. See Appendix J for
aSumeaty of the 1798 tax. :



]
4«_-.;‘*3%‘, hed 19

According to the 1798 ten aszscssmont, the wsex

| )

windows vwith 2795 lichtz. Since the hevce hug a totul of 17 luregs:
~ N < 3

s s ~ s P .. . TR I
2'-pancd vindows--92 in the front, & on “he souvh side, and tuo wn
the tack side-- aend four smullc;/ﬁ%giow: -=two on th:s north wall,at

the ctuir w21l londing 2nd on the third floor, ur¢ two on the £hirad

fleor of thc south well--the ;shessorzglfigﬁures do not coincide with
resent _ . ) hidorical )

the house fenestration. fccording to theperchitects, all the windews,

with exception &8 the dormers, remain from the originul construction,

which leaves the writer with the conjecture that the assessor counted

only the windows on the first snd second stories on the front and

sides of ‘the houge. That would give 360 lights in . 15 large, 24~

pened windows, cnd 15 lighte in one smaller window &t the st&i{ﬁell)
. =~

pehueon Do %rd Qud Sccound l?lc,ovi,, neriy LQQ((.
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Thi& conflict bLetween the tax record and the actual fenestration
of the house arbitrecen or '

Aduggest~£h3t the assessor madeﬂinaccurate calculations. Judging from

- the dimencions given of the main house, of 35 feet front and 33 feet
deep, and those of the kitehen, of 27 feet by 1L feet, both of which
are oné to two feet off tbe correct measurements, the assessor's

figures represent only rough estimotes, and cannot be deépended’ on to
gur E >

provide

‘Ar accurate structural infotrmation.

Nonetheless, the tax assessment of 1798 "does document the =
general size and cheracter of the Deshler-Morris property =zt the

close of the 18th century, and "by so doing confirms the fact that
. . \'\’~\
the house stood out-noticeably as a residence suited for wealthy and

P

. prominent families--and such was, in fact,the case, 2s the previous

section on historical ownership well illustrates.



19th Century

189 Survey
- According to the insudﬁ\ce policy records, the main house
received no structural changes for 65 years after its completion.

Conter buet rensh P

The originalnpolicy, Numbter 1705, perpetuated during the Fronks and

Perot ownership end no alterations or additional coverage for the
outbuildings went iﬁto the record of survey. Because the house
served, except for a brief period, as a summer residence, no major
alterations evidently were required. The thick stone walls kept the
house cool diring the swmer and, when necessary, they helped to
insulate the house during the fall and winter.

When Samuel Morris with his three young children moved into the
house as a permanent residence &ﬁ—%éiﬁx hoviever, he not only arranged

Az a/$0 /n /8392,

for structural 1mprovemen1,Q bu;1opﬂn°o a nev ‘insurance pol cy with
the same company, Contrbutionship. During the 25 years of his life
in the house, HMorris made severel alteraﬁions for his Tamily's

.

comfort, only a minimal amount of which affected the main house.

Unlike his predeces g, Morris insured the Xitchen wing;&é—%g&%;
ld/p/(_/\) . o - ﬁég'n 5y /\n//ﬂdec[ A roedd,
#=ad in 1839 , when a resurvey vas V&a"one—story sicne
Qc/]mh/‘n q ) 10
kitchen— -the originel two-story stone kitchen.
!
10. Samuel B. lLiorris's policy continued in the family after his death

and was not closed until afucr vhe 1909 slterations to the house
His policy nomber was 6334. See Appendix B . OH the cowér of the
1839 resurvey fe~ Szmuel forris was & hundwritten annotation:
"N 17:5, David Dezhler, Feb. 1, 1775, now Blliston znd John Perot."
A copy of this originel docuuent has been filed at the Bhiladelphia
Historical Comrl sion. '

e o3



<[a Fnlthve 1o teriomof P

The 1839 survey offers the first A = view of thejback wingr

The original kitchen measured 1& by 30 1/2 feet,

in 1839
an%ﬂfcstured yellow pine facors on the first Iloor and rough heart
t 3 . R ~A 3 ) . . ’W‘V/
voard {loors on the second. Tach floor had two roows with folding ﬂL;J”U

- s, " 2 A - . J_...- - '/ .'%-'A_ - ‘Wlpj,jf]
doors and the windows had outsicde shutters. The,brfe-story, itchen - As W ol

i tior 6 . o . oA

addition measured 10 by 17 feet and had white pine floors, and a /ﬁ”ﬂ

dresser with sash doors. A shed roof covered the addition, &nd over

the door stood & shingled shed. s
18.2 Morris Sketches

A drawing of the back of the house exccuted E@ 1842 by Samuel,

the eldest of the three Morris children, furnishes & contemporary

e

view of the exterior of the two kitchens. Samuel, aged 10 at the

time of his artistic endeavors, showed the accuracy of his pennman-

’ ' - t\c"lfl\c
ship with gnother sketch é% %he front pf the house. This drawing

shows the house as it was described in the 1774 insurance policy,

with the exception of the two dormer windows which had teen cut
11

through the roof sometime after the 1839 insurance policy survey.
1845 Survey '
A resurvey of the Morris premises in 1845 mekes the first mention

of these dormer windows described as "two circular dormer windows in
front--with Tluted pilasters & pitch pediment." The lag of atleast
3 years between the completion and recorcing of the dormer wirbows

ndicates clearly that the insurance padlicies give only 2 rough

s

1z

date for cstructural changes to the house.

11. The 1572 cketches of the house by Sawuel Morris come from a took
of drawings in the possescion of lir. and lrs. Elliston P. lforris,
who kindly louncd them for repreduction. See illustrations 24and 13 .
12. See Appendix B for a copy oi this survey/dwa G\ oM fasurarmeisum¢e\1g
wunkione d in T subsecued™ bexd,

\)
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The detoiled accoun£ of the house ond wing in the 1845 resuvrvey
also'shows that the insurance policy egénts became more accurate in
Lheir descriptions of structural featuqﬁes ag the 19th coentury progressed.
Eyidcntly, too, the resurveys besen to follew mwore closezly the physical
changes mede to the house. 1In 1851, for instance, the surveyor
added to the pelicy, "I have examined a Turnace lately built in the
Cellaf of' the above descfibed houze which appears safely constructed."
-Poesibly at this point the original kitchen Tireplace, with its 9-Toot
width, wis rewoved or altered to accomodate 2 smzller hearth or stove

facility..
1050 Survey

In 1855 a resurvey indicstes that porris

wing again, adding five feet in depth of brick to the first story of

‘ the 1839 kitchen, and raising the same kitchen to two stories "ene
- 2 s .

side of the same being of wood and receding some 2 1/2 fzet back

from the front of the kitchen below, with'atplain wooden railing to

.the same." The gecond story éddition served as the family bathroon,
containing a bath tub lined with lead, a shower stall walled with coors,

a galvanized iron boiler, which connected with the cooking range

below, and three windows. In the loft beneath the eaves a reservoir

measuring 6 1/2 by 2 by 17 feet provided the hot ;water for the kitchen

and bath below.

————



189 Photorreph (Illustration3 )

me
The earliest existing photogreph of}Dechlcr Morris house shows

the front of the structure from the southeust in 1859, the year of
. ] : with
Samuecl B.- Mprris's death. The photogreph, when compered # the 1842

sketch of the house by Samuel rorris end with the 1774 insurance policy
description, reveals that the only structural change made %o thé

-of the house front the .
18th century appearanc ‘\wszs the introduction ofP\two dormer windowe.

-ntury historians were quick to observeﬁbe—}{ermm—

not only recognized the hi i ) f the House, but also

arcrul to precerve it as well,

1851 Photogreph (ILlustration 4 )

siructure
The 1861 photograph of the house shows the kexse unchanged in

‘ the tkrec years except for sn extension on ‘the southern chimneg)
¢l alion -
whichnncver received mention in the insurcnc

!
w3

olicy surveys.

167]



1828 surveys . o) )

2
In accordance with Samuel Butlerggv;ill, Elliston Perot lLiorris
inheribed the Germontown house, and, by 1808, he had completed a

number of edditions and alterations beth to the main house and to the

Prr]

additional insurance policy with

s falhn's

Mutual Ascurance Company , retalnlng‘at the seme tlmgltbquontr ibution

back wing. That year he took out an

ship policy.  From 1868 to 1909 the agents from both cowpanies
surveyed the structural changes to the house, and the coibination
of their separate descriptions helps to clarify the evolution of
the housge during the ownership of E.P. Morris.
The surveys for 1868 reveil thet Tive major alterations had
anee Du deceane o) Sauww@ 3. orrd's « Fonoie
been completed on the houseﬁ"$he lover story of the original two-
story stone kitchen had been converted from two rooms into one
a4 ) ]
large roow,,stairway, pantry)and china clogets. (This & room
o a. . X ) \ . .
remained as afdining room and pantry until 1949, when the National
Park Sefvice tore out the pantry snd closet space)
. had . : : :
Secondly, Morris,installed two Matsinger furnaces in the house,
o . L. . . .
one a8 the main portion, and one under the back wing. For necessary

support, two brick piers 17 inches efiaual <&==r built under the front
>

joist of the main hcuse.
. : A \% off hen

Thirdly, @11l the rcofs of the houge &nd g'@ifs covered with

tln,KZkvh exception to the front of the main house

.



Fourthly, o dorumer window had been cut through the brex roof

of the nuin houze. And, finally, = one story, part trick wosh

houze ox office, 15 rfeet by 13 feet 9 inches, with a tin roof, wood

cornice, venatinn shutters, brick floor and e hydrant, had been
B s

consiructed on the eng of the wing.

1871 survey
o fs pllvey v
: ) oy &,
-In 1871 iorris replaced the original lead-lined tub in theAsecond
/
story bath with a I?Jﬁnished copper tub, bui made no structural changes
Y 3 &

_Aﬁ__fb the housge, . - o
T 1884 survey bR
Lo =T osnurve

In 1884 the Mutuféi/Assurance Company agent cam e to the Horris
house ang reported that a secong stery had been added over the brick

" . “ . ' .
‘ out k‘ltchen, and that a straight, Dartly endlosed Plank stasircase led

up to it.

13. Morris took out Policy number 7329 fron ifutual Assurance Company.
The two different 1848 surveys do not always agree in thes-
measurements or descriptions of alterations made on the house,
but they, like all the latter 16th century surveys for.the Property,
provide increasing architecturzl detzil, not only on the ncw
features but aleo Cn .sorme that had been degletted in earlier
Surveys. e (lastvalvon o, '

TN 1867-8 Photographs (Thustations 7an9)

Two photographs of the front of the house taken by Marriott

C. Morris in the winter of 1887-8 indicste that the front roof

house had been covered With tin, ' R T N -

TS e el el

94,



1887 survey
Three yerrs loter, in 1887, the Contributlonship's surveyor

s . ; 1€ S/
dcgcribed the swwe

“iterations, Yut in his own wording. The first
story out kitchcn he called "{he wash housec," and the steirwuy

he called "a Step ladder partly enclosed.f He also roted that the
stairs met the second story at a lozenge-shaped window.. This
window still remains on the western uost end of the wing, which

indicates that the stairs went straight up to the wash house roof

from the back énd of the wing.

Like the Mutual agent Vefoee him, the Contribtutionship sure=
veyor described this 18 by 9-foot adﬁition as divided into two rooms,

and he also specifically noted that there was no communication with

t
jog
(]
33
(@]
n
pars
Q
(=Y
ot

he rtack wing., A door-had been knocked out on the west
gide of the 1855 addition bathroom, however, so that only & brief few
steps outside over the rogf of the brick wash house were required
to enter the new seéoqﬁ story addition. from the older part of the
iving. |

>l899 Survey :

In 1890 Morris added an open fire place to one of the front room$§
of the garrét in the main houée, &2t Other than this small addifion)
thg family found all their négds met for 25 yeafs aftcer the major

alterctions of 1884,

_ 75



20th Century

1809 8urvey

In 1909 the conveniences of wodern pluwbing systems apporently’ prempted
the elderly klliston lMorris té knock out the north wall all along
tﬁe house, ond add a brick extencion for bathroomns and increzsed spoce.
In the main house the extension weasured about 19 ty & feet on three
floors, "forming a short passage:and toilet on lst floor, a bath
room on 2nd ond another bath on the 3rd floor.a The extension cf

. e bascuecct Qud ' .

the back wing enlarged fEE the rooms on the first and second
floors, and provided a héllway and new bathroom at the western most
end of the wing. Modern bathroom and kitchen hardware replaced the

existing plumbing in the 1839 and 1856 portion of the wing.

1
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The *mDTOVCmC nts to the house did not just involve the
nstallation of modern Plumling, however, for Morris took advantage
of the additionzl space to add cuobinets and closets in all the ! -

tnlargcmentc 1”mu the bosement to the third floor in the main house

T addidien to previsien ¢ josets, .
and tae wing. ,The wing ba segi\pt alzo reccived a new cellar-wey with

wooden steps, a new sterwqy to the house, and a brick choftq which
passed up to the garreé, and contained a hand elevator with doors

on each floor, 2 wire-7i :ss'sﬁy lisht in metal frames, 2nd electric

o

) enc(beé\ ot only
wiresain pipes. The muln house cellar, Feceived @ new gss water heater

for the bathroows $aé s emall boiler for heating the consexrvatory,

which was built each winter on the vorch.

Lo Morecver

) , &2 the brick additions were covered with plaster

to match the main house =znd back wing, the entire floor of the

.
.- - c— . P .-

basement was-laid with concrete, |

2nd the widdle seéﬁon of rcof in the bacl wing

Such dresztie alterations to house carefully preserved 82

4]

or clace to @

-

valueble historic lendmurk by the jjorris fanmily
century, ccr,u.rlv interrupted o notzable record_o- raintenance for

the 18th centuvry portionz of the housc, Honetheless, the completved
LOditions to the house raeeived corrmendotion by the Futual Aszsurence
Conpany survcyof who noted, "thcege Prick cdditions ere . . . constricted
sn & very sutmtonticl Memper," ond. "z11 the

' kS
. ) . .. N - - .
® 14
. OT 1 - ¢ 1 72 th : .on
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. W, Schar{ ond woecoll noted in thrir discussion of the Morris
house in 18&4%, "Owing to its succescive fomidy ownership of eighty
yveurs, the property hnc been xopt in perfect repair, ond, Wwith
scarccly «ny chenge, rewains to-day the came as when occupied by
Gen. Howe and Precicent dechineaton." T, 842, 1In 1882 Townsend
Uard comionfed, "The interior of *the house, of an unusuwal beouty
of desisrn ond finirp, remaing ~lrost tnehrneed frowm ite enrlicst
Any " DL lh??%ln 1507 ¥.oycew observed, "Great care hns been

taken to preserve ¢ oricinzl appearance of the interior of thi$‘f,307
’

. . . 2 - T —>
stotely ond interesting old mungion. A ln 195% the Tincions noted,

"liost of the interior weodwork, including the ftrim, the floors,
and the mehtlepieces sre origincl.” p. O7. Lvidently the house
became o tourist atiraction from the intercst shown it in
“histoficzl publicetions, for =. P. lorris wrove in 1906,
In reply to thy application, I must szy our family heve been
so greatly annoyed by the inrozd of strongers desiging to visit
out house that we particularly object tc viewsof the interior."
Morris to Clharles F. Jenkins, Xcvembedr 1T, 1906, E.P. Morris
Collectiony NScvtha vupbow |, Pa > '
(?n 1898 iloon commented,’ "It is probable that no house of a similer
R »&,“age ond hicktoric association :in the city ©®f Philadelovhia, hasfben ]
Y “QQQQQa‘ {gggkﬁyt in -such perfect repsair, os the “orris vinsion in Germontown, ond

o\ The exterior as well a§ thé interior, . . . remain slmost unchznged
i from their earliest days.

" Lioon, Ji, 682.
‘ . : .
108 . .

1< Restoretion

] In 1849 the National Park Service cowmpleted the restoration of
the Deshler-lorrig house with g&ao,ooo epprovriated by Congress,
Unfortuactely, no historical research was completed on the house

prior to this work and no droawings
recyesled
vere we=EETEr=>-fion an historic architect. Cosgequently, no

Covld be (ocoﬂ"icg— ) )

documentotion e—=sws on the physica

©

written recommendations Qrpafen+hx

}.J

terations wmade in the
brie

honge, other than thepnotations made on 2 blue brint of the
restoration. The recent analysis of the structural fabric by
thé historic architects has, however; provided adeguate information
on the work completed fn the housze prior to its opening as zn
historic house musewn in 1958. Thus, this writer reserves any

. comzent on the 19490 restoration, and refers the reader to the
cection prcpnr&d by the historicasl architect.

0
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Novewbher 1793

When President WQshingtmg.m6ved to Germa@?@wn in November 1793
to escupe the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphiz, he had already
expresscd an interest in leasing the house of his acéu&intance, Iseac
Franks., Franks, however,'had'jnformed‘RandOlﬁh:the President's agent,
that he would only rent the housé unfurnished, end &t a rate of $150

per year. From his tgmporery Germantovin quaerters in the house of .
Frederick Hermzn, a town schoolmaster and Luthersn minigter, Washington
sent off a personzl note by messzenger to Franks'requesting a recons=
sideravion of his terms. Frenks complied with the President's gppeala
‘and left at oncc by rented wagon for Germentown to ready the house
and take an invenﬁory of his household furnishings.

Judging frowm the final till he submitied 4o the Fresident,
Frornks reacted to the brief business transaction with irritation.
The account of costs reflecteé Franks' aggfavation at the President's
unannournced departure from the hodse, and his own intention %o make
é clean frofit from the Presidential coffers. The detailed inventory
and bill Franks drew up protected him from any losses, vhile they alsd

provided an invalueble source of informstion on the 1793 furnishings,
1
room use, and outbiildings.

1. For a more detziled zccount of tne exchange between Washington and
Franks, see Section B, on Lodging Arrengements. The bill ond
inventory have been appended to this report.
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: . ~*o0il, Franks had furnished
Either due to preference or pocket-took, Fren

: pice r T althiexr
stylishly but not ostentatiously. Typicel of %the wealthi
R an al_vﬂ(/drﬂf)« .
’ ¢ o ‘niture
clsssec, he had acguired some -~ but not i & of ~- mahoguny furni ’
- s.” o ’

. . . reor o and Tloor
imported China, chintz curtains and cheir coverings, and floo
imported 3, intz :

r y Y *ghi 1 a SEr kb ore.
ce ')etS }ii > in‘lentOI‘ ol f'..l- az hl: IS > t t}1e fgme Tame 3 B -
(24 . Wz Y

TR AR a2 .
I 1 \,(,l(" leqelh QY 2 l,() h" o) a we ! k! contel ora 7 Y o ‘~l[),“\' &N
~ ~ < - < s vl rarx Y PL.llv e labiadl

v‘r., N
g iea i  precipitated the advertizement
Thomas Ketland, whose desth in 1807 prec

10X S 1].6 f }le 4 llO-Jll){. leI ni ve:e iron 11 K] arnec ub.. ee t regaaence:
Q t; Eb 1 15 1
=

TR LA T D, g R
deawing-room suite of French chairs, curtains, and
P e e Ly
rofa, in“yellow damask ; one mahogany four-post bed-
stead, with two hair mattresses and down feather-bed;

. richly-painted cornices, and three window-curtains to
match; mahogany sideboard ; dining-tables; mahog-
l Any commodes; tambour and satin-wood secretaries ;
ono lady’s writing-desk, painted; mahogany wagh-
+ hand stand; fire-screens;; wine-coolers; one upright
fine-toned mahogany forte piano, with stops, by Stod-
dard; ope large, superb wardrobe, with.writing-desk,
drawers, closets, ete.; French -Sevres tea-china in
sets; one pair vases, superbly painted ; groups of sev-
i eral figures and hyacinths, pleatue, French; a very

. i handsome French clock, of the finest workmauship ; |
" 8 pair of French bronzed and gilt andirons; sundry
prints and pictures; one elegant painting of dead

‘game; Derbyshire ornaments; Italian marble busts ; |

onc large set of cut-glass dinner-ware; girandoles; |

dcsscrt—dishes, ete.; alarge glass hall-lamp ; one pair ’

l

tichly.gilt tripods; gilt brackets, etc.; dinner-sets of
) f;nglish carthenware; g large steel grate, with a va.
lrlcly of other articles, 2 ’ :

b, 4 1i; Young, ed., II
end lescott, iI, 911; Younz, ed., 5



For did Friomiz' Inventory of furnichings fall into the cless of

o

houschold furniture udversised for s.lc bty the heirs of Willkam
Bingham of Philndelphio in 1809, ond descrited in the history of
thot city by Scharf cond Wescotu:

) in the diaw-
ing-room were a looking-glass seven feel six inches
by five fect, a glass chandclier, four girandoles, four
gilt candlesticks, three sofas, eight sets of blue satin
. window-curtains with gilt cornices, two gilt branch
candlesticks, six large arm-chairs, two fire-screens,
with shovel, tongs, aud fender, carpet, with vases,
figurcs, and artificial flowers, The parlor was fur-
nished with ten looking-glasses, two rush-bottom sct-
tees, ten arm-chairs, and ten single chairs, dining-
tables, mantel ornaments, Venetian blinds, and one
harpsichord., The dining-tables probably were placed
there for convenicnce. The furniture of the dining-
room was a mahogany sidcboard, wine-cooler, twenty-
four mahogany chairs with morocco bottoms, brass
. | and iron fenders, shovels, tongs, and bellows, with
chandeliers, girandoles, bruss lamps with reflectors,
.shade lamps, and a very large assortment, 6f china,
‘ 1 dinner, and tea scts, with bottles, decantétspand glass-

ware. In the ball-room—probably placed there for
convenience and sale—was a mahogany bedstead,
seven feet square, with canopy, curtains, and mattress .
complete. The chambers were supplied with bed- -
steads with damask curtains, chairs with damask
stuffed bottoms, yellow and pink chairs, and sofas
, | with silk bottoms, and bureaux in japun, gold, and
mahogany. There were fizures in all the rooms, and
in one of them a full-leugth portrait of Mrs. Siddons
as the “ Grecian Daughter,” with vases and other
ornaments. Silver plate was composed of tureens,
vases, dishes,-gandlesticks, waiters, urns, bowls, gob-
lets, trays, forks, spoons, etc., and weighed nearly two
thousand ounces, in addition to which were several
articles of plated ware. In the hall were twelve
windsor-chairs, pedestals of composition and marble,
with busts of Voltaire and Rousseau, three busts of
? Franklin, bronze und compositign figures, two marble
.medallions in gilt franies, and a dial on a composi-
- tion pedestal. In the library were three mahogany
i bookeases, a secretary, a copying-machine, four bronze
“ figures, two urns, two busts, and a centrepiece placed
i on the top of the bookeases, with a costly collection
" of paintings £’d prints, 5

3. Schar{ ané Wescobt, II, Sil.

- ¢ -
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.While Frenks clearly did not pattern his %ife after the wost
whose
opulent of the Phila delphia funilies --in fd® homes ei=twizdm-Wa snwngton
often gocialized -- he .did have furniture much like that soléd ot

auction after the death of the eminent Dr. Benjeuin Franklin in 1792:

# Y ahogany sldeboanis, dining-, eard-, and Pembrukes tables, mahog-
any chaire, fonking-glnace, clothes.-presses, tea-urna, platad eandiesticks, .
windeurchalre,an elegnut sofn, chintz windaw-curtains,chiestof drawers,
nfoete plana,n harpsichord, a copying-press, circulnr and sundry other
ool gratne, Franklin atoves, china and queonsware, braas andirous,
shovel and tongs, patont iamps, plated knives and forks, jack, etc., silver
send plated ware, walters, sugar canisters, snuflors and stand, a dish-
rrote, lea- aad coffeo-pote, cruot frame and castors, candlesticks, sauce-
pans, bulter-ladies, wine-strninery, funnels, turcen with hnndstvmolflnu
and elegant workinanship, milk-pots, otc. Also a sedan chair.”

Phrhaps the pervasive and lingering influence of Quaker tuste

aw“(i Jolh Franlc ll\"\ cond

i the upper classes of Phllacelphwa society affectegﬂFranb @Y

I llfeet '1ed, The Quakers, for the most'part, objected to any super-

fluous furnishings and to elaborately e carvards N o

furniture. To the eye of the fashionable Europesn, who was zccustomed

oving, Ve - -
to the ==4 tz<tyles wnich had em¢erged from the courts of Queen Anne
: _ \n -
and Louis XVI, the furnishings »#"Philadelphies homes . i

’peawd N
characteristic 114,51mple. As Moreasu de St. Kery wrote in his

4. Ibid., as quoted from an unidentified newspeper advertisement.



journal Yetween 1792 and 1797:

Almost 811 Philadelphia howes -- and this is also the case
with nil houges in the Urnited Statcs -- have the szinplest
of Turniture, usually concicting of severcl pieces of

Faaie %*’;* woheaeny, chaira of the szzme wood with Seats covered with
horsc hair in the case of weolthy people. Other classes
have welnut furniture end wooden chairs paintea green like
garcen furniture in France. 9

Evidently all Philadelphiens who mece any pretense to be
their
financially comfortable eelec sed heuse furnishings as JA =showcase,

As Bulow, another European traveler in Phwla&clphwe during the 1790s, wryly
observed, "The greatest expense is for furniture, which must be 2ll
. ‘ i a . < s
nade of mnhoguny. Travelers have been often pstﬁnlsheu to find
’ handesome carpets and mahogany tables and desks, -- and in log houses,
or tather huts
While furniture served ac the Philadedphians' fashion plate,

Sybol2e o )

e the epitome of biwe—sswbede—Sow social

imported goods

elitism. At the same time, luxurious living increasingly was
shared by citizens of more moderate means who invested in the
amunq

growing home merket. Thomes Affleck, who orouuceu the finest ISE“CEal\niw

domestic wood furniture aviileble in Philadelphia, purchased a home

in Germantown, close to Isazc Franks' property. Franlza, who suppcried
5. Kenneth 'ond Anna }t. Rokerts, eds,, Morenu de St. Mery's American

~Journel 1793-1798 (Garden City, 1947), op. 263-K. Young, ed., 1is; 35-6.
6/ As guoted in Scharf and Wescott, 1I, 911.




: no aoubt also
4 Saltrhs o R ] S ] 1 \.:vc':
the ertists und sctors of Phllaceipnna,Azgcubnlzec and cncouraged

Cibometmmabien

] i = i as AfTleck. He certainly
he talents of the Apcrlcizgeaegmzzzg$rsuch asz Afflec
i t i i &% : lese i t ins locrlly built
would not have e ¢ : i %
2 snom e 5y i-ne—from—the—faroothots
A A SRR N S ,}Ldg’ :a¥e 5 keo—fsz % ;
id : ccguired an clegant lowbov from
'urniture,/}« Devid Deshler &#e cciuired cn clegan
I an

. R
¢ ippends hairs froma unremed but axillful
Afflecw, and a large get gf Chippendale gn41¢ fromp u ‘

Philedelphia cabinet-meker.

7. Deshler's lowboy appeers in Wi or
Philadelphia Furnifure (Philadelphis, 1933), p.' - o hie
Canby wentions other furniture omned by Deshler's heirs in hi

Family History,pp. 53-%. Scherf and Wescott, II, 910.

1lizam 1. Hormer's, Elue Pock,
el

* . 3 y . Y . ~ . - a - me
Franks' inventory listed some furnishings which had beco

‘ generally included in most Philadelphia homes. Carpets, as found
' bed v
in Franks' upstairs‘yooms, apparently had been the rage in the

5 1 in 17 Jarvill ‘ench tourist
city since about 1730, and in 1788 De Warville, a French %o

in Americe, noted,

\ It already appears that thoy have carpots,—elegant carpots, Itlaa
i favorito taste with the Amerlcana.  They recelvo It from the Intorestod
' avarice of {hair old nnsters, the English, . A carpet In summer {» an
. abaurdity ; yet they aprend theom {n this season, and from vanity. This
v, vanity oxerclses iteelf Ly snying that the carpot Is an ornamont. That
e to eay, they sacrifico reason and utility to show, .
v *TheQuakers likowlso have carpots, but the rigorous anes Llame this
practico. They mentioned to me'the tustance of n Quakor from Carolina,
| who, going to dine with ono of the thost opulent at .Philndolphia, was
offouded at finding the pondnge from the dour to the atulrcass cuverod
with & curpot, and would not enter the houss.” tlo snid that he never
dined fn & houso whore there was luxury, and that it was botter to
clothe the poor than to cluthe the enrth.” 8

€ ASch 1 ond Weccoll, 13, D10,

As cuoted in,

/0%



Again, it seems, Ffanks' taste ran closer to that of the Quakers'
than the opulent Philadelphia societyo

Franks' "open steve” in the dininzroom was similar to the
Franklin stove listed in Franklin's_egtate ;alé. Dr.‘Franklin
made his first open stove.énoﬁnd.lTHQ, and other then the Germen
also first around 1742 :
stovSKnanufacturchby Christgphcr Sowar of Germantown, and the
Dutch stove,which appeared around 1750, his product had .no
competition, and moreover, was decidéiy the better of the
earlicr models. The open stove had metsl open b;ates with air
chaibers between them to diffuse a greater smount of heat into the
room. The stove usually connected with the chimney flue, in some

9

cases by means of a stove pipe.

9. Scharf end Wesoctt,II, &77; Keyser, pp. 12h-5.
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‘A survey zlonce st the room-to-room identification of the
furnishings listed in Krznks' inventory provides a good indication
of the function of esch rcom in the main housc ond kitchen. Fronke

started with "the first right hand roon" with its diningdgsr table,

. . Thee
6 chintz-covered chairs, breakfast teble, chinsa, ancnoranental wall

ﬂiamah@m
COTERENEL

2

-~ a looking glass and 2 large ﬂgitures. He then

proceeded across the centrel hall Lo "the first left hand rcom,"

which clearly served as the parlor, with its 8 mezhogany stuffed

bottom chairs, 2 mahcgany armehairs, two dining tables arc¢ two card
b J >

tables. Next, he passed into “the Bzck Room edjoining," which,

1l size, contulned only 4 windsor chzirs and

wloashinslon's oot kfasf/a/i lov,
a caerd table. According to tradition, this room was Ayneve Washington

o

n
wm

on account of it

m

'.

_chose %o Sake his afternoon tea. Cerfitainly, the two corner windows

looking out into the garden lent an airy, bright, yet intimate

charagcter to the room.

)]

(fhe Liorrie fewily cpparently inserted "a lerge piece of pletbe e
- " " 4 4. ~ -
gless” in the door of the china cabinet in the couuh..:kt corncr of

thissroom to display a china plate, and cup snd szucer which the

16
PP 2 PR e a4 . . .. .
President wes koid Yo have used while “n resicdence in “he house .
. CUTAn e : oo Yh. eouthrest voor o Mihe
tnd i fe rcte to thr ch :nze to the chins cicect. .=
‘anr relerrce? Yo the sore voom oc "Weshington's

~ O
{=v . oo
erloi,' 1 reportcd the trodition thot the cobinet

. N . L0
OHtﬂlPu the yrehinzton relics. loon, II, 680.
He ulyo referred to the china ccbinet agc one 'with bevelled glass
édoors.'

T * ’)lanwr #Lj noo- e . .
|9 tle ulso ~ Gup and szucer ueed con occasion, zna ¢ dinner

aal D1 % thich wues han in the houce, cre proserved in the begrutifil
.(.* 4 ¢hine cilozit in the southvcst corner of the old breni-©r5i room.
B

They cve of those mentioncd in the inventory of Col. Fronrg, on?
¢.:.o frow his family to the procenl curer.”

106
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[N

h : Frcublin sl uw@j)m « Prabop Wlike ) el had okl twradans

Frowm the =sa 1 ?r“nkr srocceded to list the furnishings in
"the firet }aichch " which apparently was similer to & modern pantry,
s the contents of the roow, for the wnost part, were kitchen utensils
pieces of
and cerving contuiners ol various sorts, while the onlykfurniture verc
a toble, chair, and two benches. The mention of a corner cupboard

locates the room at the wesstern end of the OfiSlDBl kitchen wing,

where MNationul Purk Service erchitecis uncovered emidence of the
10
cuabinet.

The next room inventoried was '"the Eack room adjoining," which
“+en plate - ' '
contzined a &tp=p¥eted s e, dresser, 2 yellow armchairs, 3 green

windsor cheirs, a painted table, and z looking glass. Evicdently,

this was the servants' living room,[ g painted fu rnlture LJPlC&lé::D

7as found in the homes of the lower classes,)and it logicelly wes
~ -

located on the second story of the original kitchen, where the <ip-,

Joas plote
i y»\, e . . L
e3xsed stove could be connected with the chiriney flue.

10. See section prepared by Historical Architect in this rekport.
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Even thourh the inventories had to pass through the "Beck

Kitchen Adjoining' to cliwb the corner closcet steps to the second

story, this.cooking kitchen next to the main hopse was the lest
mcntioned roomw in the kitchen wing. Here the list of furnishings
included all the typicel utensils found at -a colonial hearth --
iren pots and pot hooks, copper kettles and sauce pans, chafing
diches, tea keftles, frying pans, a tramil, endirons, bellows, and
a sand seive. The inclusion of threec wash tubs, 2 brass washing kettle,
a table and ironing board makes clear that the lsundry as well was
carried out in this kitchen. S=e tuble, twd chairs a2nd a bench

- set for _ ag a work space
no doubt served as a dining the servants at medltlme anaA during
the preoaratlcn of tme fooa for the main house occupants.

In &he right hend column of the 1rvenbory the furnicshinzs of

}
) 5(/\\b\)l.ﬂ(\
the second story of the mein house were #res%tn, ev1dcntlj sgueezed
conserve

onto the page to es-p,vrank ! paperggupply. The column began with,

"Upstairs" and then continued with, "in the Bea Chamber on the Right

Con le‘aQ
hand." This room &% re _ta-eve becn iqﬁkﬁ» furhished with two
2 looking glass,
carpets, six chairs, a bureauand cover,ﬁ@na p» turtained bedstead
nepfefe

rep¥reat with 2 blankets, & green rug, white counter pane, pillows
and bolsters. In contrest to the downsteirs rooms, no curtains were

mentioned, since the second shkery windows haéd interior shutters which

were facshionsble at the time in Germantown.

/08
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The second upstrirs bedroom--'"the Fedrocem Opposite'-- held 2
gimilar selection of furnishings az thoce just described, only slightly
; - ‘ s A
more elstorate. The substituon of an armchair and a mqhﬂgony
chest of dravers provided o¢dditioncl comfort en the ore hand, angd
a..dcgree of added elegance on the other. The bedstead framed two
: a pillow and” Dolstcr,
beds, which were covered WluhAChCGt;, ix blenkets, =nd o chintz
bedspread. The flowered pattern of the bedspread must have lent
2 briUBFness to the room, as perhaps did the 4 covered chairs and carpet.
With its four windows-~two of which overlooked the tree-filled garden
to the south of the house-- this bedroom no doubt pléased the President,
. who never lost touch with his love of the outdoors.
Adjoining this bedroom to the west was 2 small room --"the
Back room zdjoining'-= furnished cnly with & writing desk, table,
and two chairs. The President passed much of his time during his
stey at the Fr :nks house "collecting and arranging the materials for

[(his] . . . communicaetions to Congress," and he probably chose this

well-1it ond private room overlooking the gsrden &g his perscnsl

Cenesgurimg—Srre—resicer e :\_\.:_.'_.... S e T e
work areza. t=%ﬁse=?a"~—tcﬁtﬁ-r—%=§==‘ LA RRSRRet—eNe
I e—ias Reoans—toanl el -
ﬂoreovef' )
Aeonsxcellnn the Preeldent'Q sense of pressure from "Many motters,
. . (1] de . s . - o -
public and private,’ this sparﬁely furnished room afforded few
11

distractions to completing his heovy task at hend.

11. Sec Scciion B, foobnotes 23 and 31 wbove for quetation citations.

. 4
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Fven thouch the late November weather no doublt brought damp
-and chilly deys to Germantown, the President and his Caﬁinet nad a
choice of any of the six rocoms in the main house, as each had 2 working
fireplaée. If the tempergtures ropped to an‘unusual low, they
prbbably convened around the diningroom table, close to the open stove.
More likely, howewer, they mct in the parlor where they had a2 goad
selection of armchairs)&zd cushioned chairs, end tzbles to gather -
around,during their day—long debates on the sensitive matters of Séateh
For a company of five/the Franks house furnishings were more than
adequate, and for the President and Mr. Dandridge, the President's
personzl secretary who stayed in the same rented guarters as he,
the glezeping quariers préviﬁe& both comfort and convenience in a

e Rt

time of political ond social stress.

12. In iaking the arrengements for the President's dtay in Gerwantown,
Rendolph inforied Washington that "I have agreed to three rooms
and two teds for yourself and ¥r. Danéridge’ These acconod: tions
were made at the house of "the German clergymen neark the
school house."A Two wecks after his arrival in Germentown,

Tazhington moved into the Franks house. - o B 2.

¥

Randolph to Washington, Cctober 28, 1793, George Washington Papers,
Microfilm Reel 105, Manuscript Reading Room, Library of Congress.

) TURPUE O ¥ Loae e
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Surmer of 170k

then Washington rented the Frenks house in November 1793,
7’() L\l ['\(S ‘;O aA

he ®e=c felt pressured : ol' tical znd porsonel affoirs wesen—meedad
quick resolution, and melbsesszesen {o find temporery heodquarters

until the roring yellow fever epidemic abated in Philadelphia.
Undoubtedly for these reasons, he ked mede few demands Hor his own
personal coufort and convenience. By iy of l79h,.howevcf, he
already had decided to leazse the house again for the summer o that
he could be close both to his family and the seat of government$
and late in July he erd his family moved into the house. Over two

weeks later, on August 16, the Washingtons had two wagonlozds of

furniture éhipped from Philadelphia'to the Germentown house, apparently

-

to embellish the furniture which_Tran} s_hed’pfévidéd’them.

' R . . s
Even though Franks furnishings, as listed in the 1793 in wentory,

0

“

were fashionable and to some degrc;/oulte elegant, and although

Washington considered both his d his wife's flifestyle a simple one,
beqar
the Presidential faemily socialized with the most G«a&é@m families
in Philacelphia, such as the Binghams, Logens, Hills, Chews, ladisons,,
Perhaps,
Jeffersons, aond Adamses. AIn order to entertain guests of this

type, the Washingtons felt' : more fomfortable with sn ebundance of

/1]



furniture. Certcinly, on gaasion, Yuey offered their company
&« mermorcble cvening of elegonce ax AWl Philadelphia rcsidcncc,eﬂkc%

the ene .
aspiMiss Selly ieKeon so vividly reculled to-a friend in Few YorX:

You never cculd have had such a drewing-roowm; it was
brillient beyond enything you can imagine; and though S
there was a great deal of extravagnnce, there wus so ruch of
Philagelphiv taste in everything,ﬁ%hat it wust have been
confeseed the most“dclightful occazion of the wind ever Xnown

in thig country. 42
ranks' 1763 inventory of hotischold furnishings
offers a springhozrd for conjecture on what type of furniture the
Weshingtons may have sadded to the house in August 175%. Since

much of offieciil envertainuen

took place in the diningroom, liartha

wey hava reguested that dining rocu chairs be sent oul Lo The house
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goclrl occcssicng,

pPiccesz of Innlicen china and 9 elezant wine glssses., Most likxcly the
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farily found need for cdditione

both children ond adults. Anc, too, the Washingtons may have sent

g

for a piano, huzrpsichord, or dther musicel instruments, for the

pleagure of their compony and the exercise of their grandchiliren

dell

e

¢ and Custis. The partial iist of furnishings in their res-

idence ot the Zeobart lMorris house on lorket StreetA &g appended to

13. As quoted in Scharf and Weescott, 1I, 905.



this report, provides ¢ guide to the possible furnishings which

'ad

the family selccted Tor their summer house in 1794.

E . GYC‘UQIS H st .’L( ( See ned PQS@,B
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I. Crounds llistory .

moturil Footives

1&th Contury

Even though cveixavailablc account of David Deshler tells of
his fondness for horticulture, little is known sbout the vegeitation
on his property, except Gg%% information given in the two advertise-

ments for the s2le of the house in 1782 @nd 1792.° The Pennsvivonia

Gazette of April 25, 1782, made note that "the lot contcins sbout 2

. /

acfes, in which is an orchard of the best grafted fruit of various’ -
7/

kinds, and & quge garden pailed in.Y Ten years later, Dunlan's -

4

Advertiser informed the public that the property boasted "o great

variety of the best grafted f@ﬁ%t trees, & large gorden incl@sed

1
in pail."

1. See Appendix Dfev twe Gduerins ewtuda and s soovies |
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When he purchased the 2-acre lot from the Gdﬁ%ge Brinchurst
fowily in 1751-52, Deshler may have zcouired some fruit trees from
the Bringhurst orchard, for thet fuwily hid lived in the sdjoining
lot ondy yurds to the north for more than a guarter of a centiry.

eshler's own initiative and enthusicswi for horticulture, however,
evidently transforred the grounds into the notatle orchards ana large
advovtiscwments of 2
garden mentioned in the, 1782 and 1792
By themselves the two adveriisements provide only a veague
picture cf Deshler's grounds, but when compared with contemporary
description of Germentown gardens ana with typical horticultural
Jeneies duridz the cer Y, O tter uncerstanding of the
tendfencies durndz the century, better understanding of th
probable vegetation when Washington res ided 2t the houser can be

gleaned.

2. According to tn account of 1743, all houses in Germantown had
orchards on their grounds. See footnotce 3 below. TFor scditicrcl
infernztion on the EBringhursis, see Scecction F below. Whenxffét
vurchzacsed land in Germantown for h;a country seat, he ascquiread
fruit treces on it. TPinckowm, BHHR 88, 23.

o /15



.When Woshington lived in Gerwentown, the cowmunity wos more
than 2 century old. Iis founder, lienry Pastorlous, had encourcged

2

the carly gettlcers to experiment with nev crops ond seecds and the en-
thusicem Tor horticulturzl diversity had Wween curried inte the 18th
century. Bezinning eround the middle of the century wealthy Phila-
delphians began to migrate to Germantown to find a good locction
for their summer seats. They found its proximity only two hours'
walking distaence frem the city, and its good climate on a hiéh and
airy hill, most appealing during the hot and sultry Philadelphia
summers. The first summer residents were predominantly Germzn,
like the first settlers had been, and they no doubt felt right at

: 3

-

home in the thriving, German-speaking community.
=3 ]

)

3. See Section A, Ceexrie ¢ zvove, Tor information cn early
Germantown. f



»

By thc.middle of “the 18th century word of Germentown's diverse
and rich countryside also hed ollured foreigh visitors, owong them
the famed Swedigh naturalist, Peter Kolm, who wrote his observetiono
ahout Germantbéﬁ in 1748: "Every countryman even though he was the
poorest peasant, had an orchard with apples, péaches, chestnuts,
walhuts, cherries, quinces, 2nd such fruits ond sometimes we sow
the vines climbing along them." At the same time he marveled, "each

L

home had & fine garden." |

&
8]
'3
'n

Another German visitor to G ntovn, Gottlieb Mittelberger,

found in 1754}
bt e s ~ e <r o : S .
The people live wall, especiclly on ell sorts of grein, which-

thrzvc¢ very well, tecauce the soil is wild and fat. They
row chiefly rye, wneaet, barler, oszte, buckwhent, corn, flax,

hv.g Trait, cabboge and turrd tnd chpt'y trecs
wonrt O ofurwery Blonts i wholl Lvenves Toow ohe plontctlion oo
the other, «mi they yield zn Cne sort of posches
are inside &nd outside red es ewon, but round ind
smooth, ond they cre ripe zbtout .- lonevifs Day. Agein,
there cre¢ come yellow, red stre:tled, green a&s Qrise.
There Is also 2 sort called clingestones; they are sweet when
they ¢re ripe; they sre often preserved before they ave qujite
ripe, lilie cucumbers. Pecrg there are but few, end Jawmsons

ge they will not thrive, and zre often spoiled bty

nonc, tecsu
the milde

N1

.r ellet, Germ=nto.n Gardens ond Cerdeners, p. 20.
in Jellet, Ibid., p. 2v.

Az auot
-

£a 3
5. As quoted



As littelberger otserved, most of the frops and fruit raised

&

3 4

.n Germzntown procduced sbuddantly, and those thet had failed no
lorger were planted. Nonetheless, the long tradition of horticul-
turel experincntetion end innovation in Germantown continued; around

1750 Christien Lehman opencd one of the first nurseries in the colonies,

. Jpegan kesell . -
and pn:i:::::u imported seeds ond plants and, ". . | well grown

English walnul trees, os well as pear, and apricot, snd a curious
variety of the best and largest sorts from England of grafted plum

trees fit for tfansplanti?n."‘
aund on“q’plul &Q(QWQ Cosmopcnl les weno_

Durlnh the same decade Samuel Pow elA Le*vrrmﬂ from England with
.newB of the rage for formal gardening throughout Frence and England.

Teyr enthusiem, sparked a fashion emong the Philacelphia rich, and
: 1
the sale of imported seed soared in the city and countryside.

Sy

Evidence of the keen interest the wealthy Fhiladelphiens took
in beautifying their country seats remains today in the h<n h torieal.afoodn}s

offi gardens in and around the city. In Germantewvn the gardens of
) - Teaac Noﬂ\'a' Chrishpler De (Oi‘ﬂ"
such colonig%?hiladelphiass as Benjamin Chew, James Logan,AJohn
have reduced and
Wister, and David DeﬁhlerArem ained intactwealt hoqonAQLuevﬁu row

fccording to svbsequent fashiones for over two centuries.

ron Lehmen's adverticenent in the Penmeylvaniz Chronicle
1758, in Ibid., p. 1.
ica Bridecnbaugh, Rebels znd Centlemen; Philrcdelphia in the Age
I'ew York, 19-2), Pp. 215-210.
rdens, pR. 76-123., These pages contain a chepter
entitled, "A - Ge*mﬂntown Garden Pilgrimage." Jellet ¢ pp. 40-kl.
Hotchkin, pp. 69 \IO\MCB ed, )'T' ‘ %b

Zi



Even though meny 18th century ~ Philzcelphions ¢ won recog-
nition for their horticultural sccomplichments, to the eye of Jehaww Diwnd
Schoef, A Geruar visitor to Philucdelpnicsin 1783-84%, the "taste for

=] -

gerdening” in fwerice wag still in its infuncy. According to

o
. obga,wa.f?o‘n . . i 3 i,
to his gemu-etee in Philadepphiz, as well as throughout the country,

cardens werce strictly utiliterian, "Pleasure gerdens have not yei
come inm," he noted, and instead of the exotic plants and trees which
Scheef fancied, he found that,

tiost of the vegetables and flowers of northern Burope have

buwen introduced; ilony of these do well and have even been 7
improved, but others grow worse.unyder careless managerent.
Americon gordening hesg nething of the characteri«ticc To QHow,

<

Yevond severel varieties and dubieties of punpkins, sguashes
. and gource, the cultivation of which wag usual among tbe In a_(..n. .

Seversl of our vesetsbles were rirst introduced by the German
LrOops, Gale honitioli, broccoli, and the blach raddist
But ccrtain of our gocé fruits ore lacking plums,
opricotz, wolnuts, good pears, the omo~t1” chestnut, goose-
berries, ané others, and no other resason bub neglect to mzke

the proper efforts, with patience and. attention for the American
cares little for what does not grow of itselﬁ and is satisfied
with the great yéelds of his cherry, apple, cnd peach trees,
without giving a thought to possible and oftén neceseary
bettermcntsf’ They know little or nothing of grafting and inoce-
vlations, or use such proctives very seliom. ©

A\MA\ Nu Jisow, GCL' LMM&_LA

. e o8u

)
A o vchor+ Ty vele in the Confcderation, L76--0%, 1 ( Phe hldP(rLta
N wmmgﬂx ANy, n. o%, g

In the world of na ‘Elral ec;cncg, &mong the rmost famous fnlladelpnla
'Borticulturulists of the 18th century are John Bartram and James

\ _Lo an, the latter whose e pur.Avn“" with plants prompted Robert
pPrown to name an oxder of plgﬁﬁ Log niaceae," which includes
the yellow flowering Jjocsmine. o
; e o o
Jellet, @orme=ntown Gardens, pp. 15, and the minifolder, chtitled,
"Historic 'owc of John Bartram, Colonizl Botanist," printed by
The John Bortramn Azcociction and the T“irrount Park Cowrission in
Philadelphin, mhjS Informrticn § «pu; 4 cipledins shat Dartoe:
. and hio osonm, WELLS ., werd! ;‘~.s.e:~:’c, : moct fo-ous plont croic/™
' r: 1

-‘Jtors of the Tew Vor lrel buzun C”l werden,’ Jonn

: o surden en L furt boopuncnvsed in 1 ol f\(aﬁcdoc‘uc’ S

"?o(u\’h 0w s gandam han \ntom cogred (om Do 6«&4(\

Ck \/u) A vt Caean \5\,\;\0 sogWt el ‘%()c(Q e wvala o \Q
incorporated into o aenecncy note SOdL e |
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JDeszhler, hovever, wis no typic:l Aucrican gurdener us Schoef

S L

degeribed, but, ruther, cccording to hiz cown testimony anc to

-

repented tradition, &n accompiished horticulturalist. His 1782 ad-

.2

¥

vertiscment for ihe cale of his Germantown property spefeificolly
¥ &P ¥

mentioned that his orchard contained "the best grafted fruit of various
bath Midel borgena v ' Qrown in the
Kinds. While, Schoef claimed that plum {rees were not e b
N 4Lk .

hiladephia anwa,

t

Deshler apparently so favored a2 plum tree in his
yarcd that he c%ﬁ%se not to cut ;é}écwn when he planned the construction
. . . r‘“’(.',- ~
of his main house in the [177Cs. 1Indeed, Deshler mey have chereéshed
the plum tree for its rarity, as it probebly caeme from Christicn
‘ ' {C.:\)
Lehman's nursery, which for many yeéars provided one of_the eriy
. commercial outlcv/a‘ for imported trees in the colonies.
This pilum tree 1egénd rcpeatedly weeg introduced into 19t ard
20th century uccounte of Deshler's garden to illutstrate his fondness
. " L . ) . [
for #wtvgzetixpl end success with k= horticultural pursuits. As Yot lioim 9o
ey Faris wrote as late as the 1930s,
Deshler . . . plented and tended & garden that for many yecrs
was the morvel of the countryside. From far and near steid
old Quzlzerz and their friends came . to see it, ana many of them
4
e

went back to their homes determined to make tesuly whereo
there had been barennceg. Mot only did Deshler have a gorden

4]

LY
about his fine country seat, but there werc also fine orchsras
. - 2
and vincyards. 12 :

@g(§otchkin recor’ed in 12827, "The gorden was the warvel of the recion

SRR o

during his [Deshler's] occupancy of the ceountty geat, and was fkanked
' 11 o~ '
by thrifiy orchards and vineyzrds." And as Yen

e

S TR (342;4 alore)

10. Jellet, Ibid., p. 2C.
11 FmsmeHotchiiing, p. 70. :
AC. ¥oris, p. 102% Werd, PMB 6, 247; Moon, II, 678.

20



From Faris' description, Deshler's garden may have covered all

the grounds on the house loi, whercas Teshler's own reference to
3

"o large gerden peiled in" in his 1782 cdvertisement undoubtedly

. _ and ()mgvrzgg
transloted to aAd colonialiste vs 2 {ypic-l kttcheqﬂgarden. Like
rrhemport Yy - 1
all Gs:s:r“l yeraeners, Deshler would hove fenced phis garden to kcep
the livestock from gruzing among the vegetsbles and herbs which he
grew for his femily's food, and medicinsl supplies. In the fashion
U;Ea_\“u,‘})lm ln\cic’(P\nlc\h, and G@\‘MCU’\'*‘O«,J A.Q)\._,}
of the dEmmmgp\Desnler also likely planted boxwood hedges along
gravel psths which bordered beds of colorful perennials, such as
roses, wi%ﬂbh-hazel, snow-balls, lilies, tulips, lilacs, sunflowers,
and morning glories. Atleast,according'to family tradibion,’
Deshler followed this feseds=n formzt at his Market Street

utb
3

o}

residence in the city, where gﬁs‘garden was "handscmely laid

‘_.l

with bor-bordered flower oedb, grapevines, anq fruit trees.®=—

13. See Section A, footnote 15, for citation on Market Street
garden. Herbs with medicinol qualities which ¥Deshler may
have included in his kitchen garden ere mustard, sage, tansy,
wormswod, bennyroyal and purslane. Faris, p. 81; Scharf end
Wosco*t II, 875. According to Jellet, Ibid., pp. Lo-kl:

"Barly in the GevelPment veriod, 2g wcll as in the first periog,

a2ll gardens were of the provailing regulation type,~-that is,
if there was wore than a kitchen or herb garden, z2dditionnl
wag composed largely of verennial plents in beds enclosed in

borders of box, with walks of gravel or "tan" extending between.
So with varying degrees of exter

end value were the gardens of

Loudoun, Toland, LofylaJno, Mechlin, lenry, Shippen, Harlan,
Conynzham, Hendsberry, Fayntoun, Ulsbe* Duehizz—Jorrly, Vernon,
Engcle, Morris-LitteJl, Wyck, Johnoon, Pomona, Upsale, Allen, and

Schueffer on Main Street, --and other gardens llnG those of
Wakefikld, Belfield, Hdckvi, Spencer, Roberts, Awbury, Gardette,
Rosct, Rosengarten, Chancellor, lONu-uh Wister, Thomas, Spring-
Banii, and others upon the gide lunes. ”hese are illustralive
only, for there were nany werthy sgsordens not here noved."

e



N Ger mantrir~
ch“]cr'" lorge gurdenﬂfxobabl resembled his Uncle Jonn

. Te
Wister's who lived lesg than o nile @ ﬁﬁzaznzzzzlé rin Street.
As degeribed by Suzunne Wister Euosvuwick, thne Wister gurcden was of
faﬂiﬂoookﬁéL . 5&3\£.
Fre—tas colonial LA
Lzndscape design of the Colonicl period was generaslly trpic
of early Tudor England, appesring &sain and again in the formal

motif'es of that time in early and micd-eighteenth century Pnila-
delphia. These square ana rectanguler designs adevted themselves

gily to small or large "lots," requiring the minimum of )
grading, and giving great flexibility to planting. Boxwood-
borcdered gemmetric patterns had baths between; the enclosures
were large encugh to devote to smell fruit trees, feﬁﬁts and
vegetables bubt could be transformed into patierned knot gardens
for herbs and flowers.

" Deshler may even have selected flowers similar to those grown
¥

. by his first cousein, John Wister's son. ZAncording to his Jjournal
H o .

for 1771~ 70, Dan¢;yl Wister introduced carnations in seven verieties
Y

tulips, white @nd scerlet; hyacinths blue gnd vhite; polyanthus
3 s o ) : - >

" Jonguils, and ranunculcs to the gerden beds of the houss now known
14

zg "Grw:hlethorpe

14, Suzenne Wister Eastwick, The ”Grumblethorpe"éé; den, (reprinted
from the Herbariist, 1963 ),op. 2 and o©.
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Like most of the other wealihy residents of Germontown, Deshler

—ym{"s‘

gpent, mb-wﬁa~r*+y of the ycar zt Bis city homé,wheretre—sdwonaisagd

e, Purmily trodition records thot Deshler's skill ot

at Tais l\OkuC' .
growing aranc Vane prompted Precident V'ch‘nftc" to ¢sk for a

cutting to tocke home to Mount Vernon. Deshler epparently also
arouné 1848
planted grape vines out at the Germentown estete, forA?z:;ﬁig a

I,l\-

. Jegse W

~

1In ctoppPed vt the house @nd reminisced to Elliston

ol

Perot liorris zbout the aftcrnoon in 173! when he took tea in the esmall

. . st . . 9 \ .
bacl parlor with the President and with George washlqﬁon Parke Custis,

his schoolmate at Germahtown Academy: "The rear window, opening now
upon the conservatory, then looked upon & lsrge grape arbor, running
15 ’

for dcwn the gerden.'

. 1% 5cc Section i, footnote /5, cbove;. ictehiin, p. 7%

Thn T’-O‘r--.-v-? ~ o bl 1 7 hictori; n T‘hhr Y‘{‘_ r\(\n o wres o \ p\]ﬁr{:';n:‘lr ’ gccount
AL 4 LA I 0 DAt B4 . . . )
of the Wrln visit to the house irn, The or**v Farily, V, 2:29-40,

/2.3



the buck of the south parlor,
Tn sogusion t§A3:m;c R olohly Tebhler very linely plinted vy

¢nd othey decorctive verenntion vround the bnilldings. As
. an /gh‘ ((n/un] Socia /'fl“fj
Deborzh Lo;ua7:chllcd vYoul Iot.¢ lerric' grownds, "th the tine

ol ny romerlrinee, the eut-~bulldints vere coversd with Testoons

«

%1 " 2 AU L . e . e~ L. . 1,
l2t Yiponat., Ag (likteterger rotiecd in 170,

of ivy, und s=cn

o

vines thrived in obundance around Thiloedelphiz: "In Pernzylvonis,

. . . plendy of wild biack arnd white vines may be seen, which grow
in the forests around the cak trees and along the hedges. IMany a
vine is &t the bottom as thick as a {ree, and it often is so gull

10
of grapes that the boughs of the trees bend teneath f@hem.“

‘ 10. As quoted in Jellst, Ibicd., pp. 15 znd 27.



. While Deshlér‘s Lwo—ucre lot festurcd un orchard &nd lai e,
fenccld-in gorden, it clso ro doubt contrined mnny treeg, somez of
which 1.y huve -Loen orncuentsl treec re scen by the Rovercnd dehn
C. Ceéen in 179%: during his visit bto Germentown: '"the houses . . .
are very universally shaded with weeping-willows, the Lombardy
poplar, und other ornamental trees." He may also have planted
exotic orange and sugar pear trees, 2s did Benjamin Chew and John
Wister atl their Germantown country scuts. Possibly, too, he preserved
on his groundﬂéome native chestnut, hickory nut, or walnut trees,

-

which MittelbergerAfound growing in abundence around.

Germantown. And to the rear of his houze, garden, and orcharcs,

at the end of hie long, 792-foot lot, the grounds may still have stood

i

forested, or, perhaps, contained "veluable fields," as Ogden witnessed

17. As quoted in Jellet, Ibid., p. 2. Cn Ibid., p. 15, Jellet

expleined that Iszac Norris' "Fair Hill" served as a model for
many Germontown gardens "of the tetier class," and tHaLr
[1 IR TN,

Deboreh Logon recalled about the grounds of “#Farr Hill, rlany
lofty trees were preserved around the house, .chn ugdea sreatly

to its beauty.” Ibld., pp. 29 and 09; Tinckom, PiHB 88, i

Fole Mil) siood Jrout heliwry Leoluzon Zaruntowin Ao inﬂm;:elphi;,
end in 1790 wig owned by Istac I " grandson, Josenh Porlker

Forriz, =-proninent Philalclphiz ‘resgarzn,  i.reld C. .

¢nGé Joeob F. Cooke, Azsc cd., T noerg of

<
soe. ol )
19 volwacs, 15, June L722-Januony
[4)

lf)'j-:?), p. b



»

1yth and 2oth Corturice

No records hcve been found to dotermine what alterations the

goovnds during their 32 yeor

[ 2]

Perot brothers moy heve mode to the

3

of' swamer residence at the house., Elliston Perot's grancson,

mlliston P, Morris, however, reported in 190k thet femily tradition

held that some of the "fine old trees" on the property hed been

‘ ’ .18
plented by "my grandfather or members of his femily."

Samuel Butler Morris lived at the house from 1835 tintil his
death in 1859. 1In the 2L years of residency, he apparently devoted

considerable time &nd energy to his grouncs, as well as to Germgn-

onwood trees

ct

town's Market Square, where he planted 8 or 10 bui
1

0

at his own expense to beaut;fy the puﬁlic square.
A smell frzement of Morris' horiicultural diary for the yesrs
1849-50 ha®e been preserved in the Morris collection at +the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania. Although nearly‘illégible, Morné' diary
entries cleafly mention several deciduous trees, such as apple,

mulberry, chesnut, scorlet oak, white ozk, and willow oak. For

the rost pert, however, Morris-wrote about his own 2dditions to

try

.P. llorris to Edwin C. Gillett, ilaren 5, 1G04, Manuscript Bool,
. 111, Gezmentown Historical Socie '
.P. Morrig, "pewories of QL& Gerrentown, Particularly of Market
guare,'" Gerrentown History, pp. 10

18-
19.

wm o




the jarcen, cuch ag Yplanted 68 pesch pite, . . .planted in Yox
bush cpunberries and mountsin ash secds, and two rows of thc luttcr

. 20
in gezd bed. Tlanted W telds of erocuas.”

Mocric' . same—

e Glary also referrcd to @ grepe arbor which may te theg,one crterte.
Jegsse Waln rcculled seeing from the south parlor window whon he toox

tey with the President in 1794: “J.B. [gerdener?] dressed &ll the

grape vines cround the crbor with stable wanure and rutbicsh giving
that at west corner more of the latter than the others." As con-
jectured abecut the 18$h.pentury grounds, vines grew elsewhere as .well:
"he manured as usual 3 vines et +c€e§§ and those at trellis ~--that
between boxes & trellis ieceived equal parts of rubbish #nd meanure."
The iBhE gketch of the back side of tﬁe house by young Samuel, the
16-yeer old.son, gives a good idee where these vines were growing.
A sketch of the house asrcund 1860 shows that the vines planted zlong
the south wall of the main house had climbed arcund to the front,

. 21
where they coyksyed nearly half of the south face of the wall.

20. Bomuel B. morris Diary, August 18, 186-9-April 29, 1850, n.p.,
HSP.

21. The £. 1800 sketch of the house ¢un be found at the GHS, e
Ro,gfu/\ pr 303, rv'ﬂl«c( an- undated skefclc ot
loote & "ainilan Yo Me 60 sketzla Oy Richands
Seem Gt Tho GH S

ay

-
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The lorris papers elso contain two receipts for =2 gardener's

labor, one of which was dated in 1859

Wages for gardener's mowing, for pruning fru1t trees,

6 plants for flower bed, pruning, movirg trees, 9 suger

and Sycamore (@ .62; U Irigh vy,(’:).l ) .60, R R ed mavle (.50);
1 Suecar meple (.50); & chestnut tree (.295)2

. . as weilas QM . .
Cleurly, ilorris sqﬁuﬂxn“nVAu»rmcntowner“ of his generztion,

2

'continued to show »g much of ¢ keen interest in the study =2ng
applicotion of horticulture as their forefathers of the century bvefore.
Elliston P. Meorris, the youngest son, inherited the property

1859 and continued to live there until his ceath in 191k, Having

also grown up in the same house, dllthOJ pissef}ll cut four years
of his life 'ét‘theAéamé.address. \LVlCCNulY he velued

the historic property not only for its national significance, but

also beczuse his family had owned the hous sihce 1802, and kept

. ’ 2
it}and tﬁe grounds'in complgte order?
Elliston was the first owner to sell paft of thé original grounds.

In his father's flifetime, the property extended all the way back
to the Germantown Academy groundz, and near to the end of the lot

Samuel hzad plented some bushes around two mounds which tradition

said were graves of British soldiers. Around 1850, however, CGreenge,

22+ Sruvel B. iorrls, RBills urd Receiptz, Tox 2, Bllisdon P. ilorrics
Colleelbi on, Sy,
2%, izrrie manticne toth the nwetionzl ond foerily history of the house

in hic 190" lebter zs citcd in Tootrnole 18 chovs.



gtreet wos cut throuch the west end of the-lot,bisolating a piece of
jond to the west which meapurcd 218 feet across end 40 feet déep.
In 1871, "llicton divided this piéce of ground into three eq&gl lots,
consquFtcd 2-gtory houses oD each,and cold off the property. At
an earlier dute, in 1867 , Bllizton cold a large parccl of the
house grounds fronting.on'the-ccst zide of Greene Sgreet to}Edwafd e
Rivinus. . Thc Rivinus grounis measured 129.8 feet by 300 feet,

. From
leavingz the Morris grounds at 1CO feet by h07.94 feet. AThe origincl
measurement of 792 fect, the house lot depth had beenvreduced nearly

[s)
1

in half.

5. Keyser, pP. 307: %. Siéney, C.E., Map of the Township of German- .

town with the Names of the Property Holders (Philadelphia, 1843),

n.p.; A.E. Rogerson end E. J. Marphy, Bivil Engineers, Mep of

the Township of Germantown Pniladelphiea %punty, Penna From

Actual Surveys {(Germentown, 1851), n.p.;#5.P. Moriis Collection, Box 2,
Unidentified Folder, and Box 5, Deeds, Exbert Ashmead, et.al. %o
Elliston P. Morris and Beulah S. Morris, April 28, 1853, withﬁg memo which
: r eferred to a deed dated August 22, 18667 from E.P. Morris

‘to Edward Florens Rivinus. The unidentified folder contains the HSP.
agreements between Horris and the house builder, S.E. Hughes.

Sm. L. Smedley, A Complete Atlas of the City of Philodelpnia
(Philadelphia, 180%) section 21, shows that 2 nouse already stoodﬁbf

on the Rivinus property, which might indicate that Morris haa

given permission to the lessee of the property to build a house

prior to its sale.

139
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While Elliston sold part of the original grounds, he compensuted
the loss of fproperty by the purchase of land both to the north and
gouth of the property. In April 1853, he and his sister, Boulah,

purchased the lot of Albert Asimead, with its 16th century stone

) . - QA'\—‘( tq og, i
house &nd back buildings, and in 1907A he «ecquired the lot to the

northy vhich measured &7 feet by 372 feet ‘rom Wilikom Aghme=zd
b b
' 5

fr
2
Scheeffer, so that he could enlarge the yard.

In tne tradition of all the house owners, Elliston maintained

and preserved the besuty of the grounds with great care. In 1882

Townsend Ward, the earliest 19th century zuthor to describe the

2. H. W, Hopwins, C.E., Atlas of (the late Boroush of) Germentown,
Twenty-Second Ward (Philddelphia, 187), po. 48-9; see footnote
2L akove for ditution on 1853 deed; Déed Eook W.S.V. 1003, -
P. 110; see AppendixW for Bringhurst house chain of title;

Jane Campbell's Newspeper Clippings, Volume 15, p. 102, GHS.
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the .Morris grounds, wrote, "Alongside [the house], to the couth,
commences the bewutiful gorden, one hundrec feet widé€, and extending
westwordly four hundred and thirty—fivg feet, in which ray be geen
box bushecs wore than & century old." Tho ancient box bushes no doubt
25 :

remained Trom Deshler's coloniel flower and herb garden.

The Morris femily photogruphs cf the grounds in the 187Csana ‘@0s,

£

and in the early 20th century, chow a wide expanse of lawn with a long,

curved gravel vath, box bushes, shade trees, and ivy near and along
its periphery. The grounds appeared in these photographz after they
had been landsceved by Charles H. Miller around 1867,

Charles H. Miller was an accomplished landscape architect
hed 27
0 . . . 7
who had come to America in 1858, and gettled in Germantown in 1803,

As Elliston P. Morris recadled in 2 letter to E.C. Jellet in 1908:
I have not been able to find my bill for the work then done, "

tut so for s I can recollect, it was in October 1837, that
I conéluded to change tho appearancae of the ground in rei:
of rur house 5ah2 Maiv 4, and cive it rore of a "landsco
4.

h, '
vith this in view I c:lled Charles iiiller, then guite

IJ

e"

D "3

(mA« .
CLZZCT0g
an cuthority in &ll such matters to my aid, and soon the dres-
ent ple

eging offect wae evolved. The resylc I ’“oz hzg 5lven
reedd and fanily much 2le svre ond beldfre hag teen ~poreclated

L ouiny of our townspeople. 28
A few years later ' .. -

AJéllet vrote up his description of the iforris grounds,_exploining
that,!' "in arrcnging the new goarden, the trees of the first garden
[wvhich he described as the koloniel kitchen and flowering garden] ,

29
vwere not distubbed.”

26, Ward, PI~'3.§T3‘(:)2 147, P
@7. Jellet, Ibid., p. s,
28. E.P. lorris to E.C. Gillet [sic], March 7, 1508, ieniscript Bbok, GHS.

‘ 29. Jellct Ibld.’};.’]z'
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1n 1904,
o rouns ‘1L1C“A orel: had cdressed a8 lirethicr Labher
2o oo dlot In o sgponze wo o Lnoen uivy Toco oshe Jatuor. In LU he
A e 8 -
b0 NS Fal S
o= -~ > » % et -
The Ld Lrecs iv unecexrtoln
the : e of cheu were plonved b wy
Cl:r(tan\L or meplkars i g ““wily. e bousht the dronariy
just Onc nincred g "G oo'nn' S at, and the ownerchip
k i in the Traily ever sgirce, I doubi nov soue of the
J b ‘/

vere ihere whan iv urs Fresident Georze Woshinsions
- 32, 3ut the
end slect

wy wost ettrective trees, and in some cases left
me but etong of their former Lc’uty, notebly a seventy
yeer old trec plented by my father Samuel B., Morris, which
still stands in the-middle of my grounds. %

"The secret of my lawn is the unbroken expznse of grass, and the

planting in conformity with established rules of landscape
gardening. I have still some choice speciment?® trecs, notably

an irmense [sic] FnElish FHorse Chestnut (ascules Hippocéstomum),
a girth of T should think some ten Teet; & hybrid Enzlisn Welnut
% Butternut (very unusuel) ebout seventy feet high and a2 girth
of say eizht feet; 2 pretty specimen of the lovely cut leaved
Beech; a zeventy year old Megnoliz (glauca); a2 fine tox trece
(Boxus arborescens) and some One Hundred yeur old Box Brshes
(Scrnerl vrens) and a good variety of shrubbery, with its

ever chgnﬁxn" bloom-~- in early uune when the gress is springing
green and {resh, comes perhaps the most attractive time for my
lawn; when after the winter storms and snows, my twedtyl [ive
Hundred or three Thousand Eulbous roots ccme into Lloon, in 211
their glory?l—thece are freshly imported every year, sending -0
out my orders in June or July & recelv*nr the bulbs ln October. ~

50.

See

footnote 18 above.

(1



. to raise a vegetable gerden, aspd by so doing he retur_ned

While it is ‘self-cvident from his use of lztin terms foii

many of the treess that Vorr"k took ¢ serious interest in serdening

-

he wlgo closel hig leticr to Jellel with, "

ItV 2o o sreat plearure to mors the incregsing interest in
heriticelivre; and the feagt which "rﬁﬂth the eye of the visitor
to Germentown in June, when the rose 'quecn of flowers" is in
full Blecom und is seldom found to so greet an extent elsevhere--
Moy the intefﬂt tilten in our Horticultursl Society grow and iwesw
incrcucc, snd many hew additions be made to its membership.

the activities of
Pcssibly iforris' participztion inAzermantown's Horiicultural

ed~in-His retirement years, for his purchase

Society intensif
%nL
of the sdjoina property to the north reportedly was made only =o ‘thet

A

¢ hc might enlarge his garden. A postcard of the grounds made
"after 1907 indicates that Morris used some of the addidionzl land
- pdleast

Burt o

£

the gerden to ité-originzl colonizal éompoéition. (See ill;hvratjona$>

Sevemﬂ . ‘ T
Fron secondary sources of the perloa %everei ffo““qu(auf/unen}arq

Gescriptions. of the Morris grounds, WG EE C(HRSCILFM\’ 4kr/s.4(ﬂ41}(l

L

In 1899 Hsrper's New Sonthly legezine remarked on the "arbor of green

grape vines running fer fown the garden," and on the "erisp, trim
. 51
hcéces of box and shading trees [which] hid the bacek buildings.”

S1. I.. iorbort, "ohe Plrst Americen, Hic Homes, Households," Harber':
- licu uonthy vesazire {(Tovemter 1839), p. 852.
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In 1010 Lterleins ¢nd Livppincott,

ed

in their bool on Philade :1phic Colonicl hones, remariiig on the
"ehoruing gorden, sc&@pulouslj rept in ite pristine condition, whose

box cd;c~ cocval with the house, mork off the borders of old-Tachioned”

{lover sardens from the greenest of lewms." In Pullinzer's QLG

)

i was nete ,
= ﬂf.i'rf.; that to the rzar of the

,
Gernentown published in 1920, i

Morris houe, 'are the beautiful gardens cemmon to all old Geruantown

takis

houses," and i@ Foris ﬁ\bbo“ on cold gerdens in the Philadelphia areg,

publizhed in 1932, e wrote'

The house and gsrden are pr‘ctLLally ag they were vhen Woshing-
ton lived there. Unlike many Gernantown houses, there is a
bit of Zround on the left. A door in the high wzll leads

from the s { back undel spreading trees, by & path down
the lon; ctretch of gruss. This is {he beginning of the
4 o

e e ‘v thot dirceticn for mors th
josto)

HESE DS VD¢ I IR DM W ia Vi w LLICC O r2 Thnan

400 Tect end is 100 fect wide. Beﬁs of old farshioned flowers
are get off . from the greenswerda vy vorders of box which
touched the fect not only of ston byt Jefferson, Hamilton
Randolph <nd other mewmbers and fri e

32
The lawn is 2 marvel.

aris' information zbout the groundc seems to coue from sone

: Closely
of the ecrlier sources, and may nobﬂr zlch uhcﬁstate of the

u)kgf )

grounds in the 19%50e}) ¢ L Lre—eT oL

seews clear from his

4]

nd ouhcr 20th century wssses descriptions,
cerefully
hovever, ig that some of the gmerden had been/Freserved,atleast in
t&g stvle of the 18th century,by the jorris family for nearly a
.

a century.

i2. Fberlein and Lippincott, o. 5 Herbert Pullinger, 01d Germantown
(Philad:-lphin, 19_6), D. 23; Faris, o, 105 '
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In 1.3 the Nationzl

Applernn to the lorris house to investigote the preperty und ite

‘,o'\\(kc ol ndteo National
history ==» 1t¢ possitle donat;o ‘o th'A, -1}k Systeri, He reported
a strin of land deep
that the [20ily sz had SOlU/\Nh—JL—EL 150 fectAft the back of the

Merris

lot , which lefT the,nro pe;ty with the measurcments of @) feet, 1/4 inch,

nﬂg]bman
by 277 fcet 7 7/8 inchcs deep. Alnbluuec with his report ssvercl

photogrophs showing the expanse of the grounds, includéng the part

in

o}

that had een sold, anda thst which Elliston lorris haa adde

,\

v\

1907 when he enlarged the garden. Appleman noted that SPC—?@M—

old boxwood stood within the parcel of land which the Society of
teamuu;kAAJ with the Socqety's pe
Friends had pifychased, andAuhaL 1t s=emmisi-be move ACO the park

lands for preservation . This secommendation was cerried out, for

an

- -

the boxwood bushes stand todaycpn the Deshler-Morris preperty.

3. Roy Z. ;oplvuan 3oport on the Pereb-Vorris liouse, Germantown,
" . * p o e YR
Pennsyivenia, Augast 5, 100 g'«t wo copies in IFTE files. (Pp. 2, 13173
_J

-



Althoush initiyy plans for the restoration of the house
' typiccl
~inclucded o contract to restore the grounds to ¢ aR 18th century
- garden, ihe cuthorization for the work fell through. After the

i
house was dedicated in 1950, the Park Service gave over the inter-

pretivé and wmunagenent rcsponéibilities to thé Germentown Historical
Sceciety by a cco erctive sgreeront uhich £5111 is active in 197k,
The Historical Soc Jty apparently did not have the prover funas

snd staff to maintain the grounds, and for many years the

gardens grew widd, alwost permanentlyx damaging and obscuring

.3
the hletorwc 1 ve<t1 ges of une 13th century growth..

“3

24, Mrs. Hontgomery, the volunteer gardener for the propr*" and
member of the Germantown Hisdorical Society Drov‘gec the
writer with copies of the 1930 contrzctfio resztore tne ¢
grounds., The files at INDE have z grouﬁés map made up as
the guide for the restoration. None of the H30 Deshler-
Morris files for these early gemrs of park menagement were
located at the park, after a search with the A351°Lence of the
park records staff. In an interview with thé writer, Mrs.
Montgonery described the chaos of the grounds when she vegan
herw vork m the 19G0s. See AppeﬁA Py




The Women's Committee for the Deshler-horris House, oll
mewbers of the Gormantown listorienl Society, fortunotely were-

able to provide ¢ dedicated hort%cnltu list , Mrs.
deaetd ?ess ume some of the expense
Montromery, who was willing to qﬁgiv~1€ her energlecAto revifcdizc ¢

the grounds. Her work tegan in the l950s, and since thot tine

she has restored #) the gardens to their former beauty, but not

with their historic appearance in mind. In October 1959 lirs.

Mongeonmery besgon to keep a running journzl of the altersticns on

jeh

additions she was making to the grounds. Thirty-four hanv* itte

=~

o}

notebook nages docunent ond trees rither rewoved
+ans¢(m;kg\/ to the gggunds ' WA' aud (oy\y\u“’\f
S SS . - e a»«;;l‘ oy Aes Ty ot
T—" o;-gceedK<,~ in the years, 1970 #w=in STz Ier4.v*? e gﬁgﬂmyﬁ

hzs produced many chengeg which

4 L_-C 21. ] .
restoration of the grounds xs funded, will eventupzlly have to

view with the writer Mrs. lLionggomery also noted that
llerately attempted to cover o¥er z2nd oblitezate the
15, some wo of which misht be 18th century, but 211
h have epperred in 19th century photographs and sketches,
¥erbx copy of her journal wes rzacde by the writer, esZe=r
Ticsrornind has been added th the files at INDE.

31th her



outtuilcdinre end Structures

18th Contury

The 1782 zdvertisement o> the saic

ma &Q; ‘(C(} “'."”t‘“; 1 < . 1arpor ket . )
desexieed the Butbuildings Gndﬂgtructural features on the grouncds:

"Phere are also suitatle back builaings, 2ll in good ordéer, and 2
pump of ercellent water in the yerd. . . .lerge gerden pailed in.

The 1792 advertisewent 3lightiy changed and added to the above
description: "with convenient buck buildings 2 stories high, =
stable and chuair-house, and a pump in the yard. . . .a large gorden
enclosed with‘pails."

The 1793 iﬁventory.completcd by Isaac‘Franks only listed one
cutbuildirg, o steble,vwhich b uzd 2 1/2 tonz of kay, a cart, cne
open stove, one six plate stove, 27 fbﬁls, 20 ducks, and an iron fire
fender. The invenbory included 82 pales and.15 poéts, no doubt
counted from the paled fence which sufrounded the large garden.

The 1798 tax assessment of the property listed the outtuildings
as} @ bne—story stone wash house which measured 10 by 12 feet; =&
frame chair house which measured 10 by 17 feet; and, the 2-story
stone kitcheh discussdd above-as part of the main house complexll
The List 8. II described "bmildings an@ wharveg" on.FranEE}“land
asya smz2ll steble, 21 by 15 feeu; a f?ametgfy house, also 21 by 15

feet; and, a frame stable, 17 by 12 feet.

o

56. See Appendices D, G, =nd Jend X,



From the avove documentation, the property epperently h:d only

three outbuildings close to the house --the wash house, the ccach
house, 2nd e stuble-- and at the fer end of the long and nerrow lot,
where evidently ctleasi some huy;ywas srown, likely stood two farm

structures -- a ¥rume hay house and stable. Likewige, the pup

and fenced garden probably stood near to the house.

The p;ﬂacd fence arowund the gerden
which ¢till stands behind the Wister house, or "Grumbtlethorpe."
The picket fence encloses the remains of an 18th century gerden whﬁ%h
has evolved over nearly &wo centufies.

The gerden fence at the Dechler-Horris hoaqe very likely wee

ci A .
. g: ‘fvcm ﬂ\_& QSP\Ch ¢l ran along the property line on lai

Street and on the boundaries of the north, south,and west sides of the

lot. Accordinz to the Swegdish naturalist, Peter Kalm, €8 the

—

fences in Gerwmontown in 1718 consisted of horizortal plsnks and

poste, similar in description to the fence which aopears in the 18L2

/A9 ﬁwnf¢17ka
photographs of thegiorris house (1856 anc 1| and

Howo-
ketch and the ®&x earlie
1870):

the people here take posis from four to six feet in heisht,.
cend me ke tWo or threc holes into them, =o.thet there was

a distance of two feet and above tetween them. Such ¢ post.
does the scme service us two 2nd sonethmes three posts cre
. scarce suffiecient. The posts were fastened in the ground,
=

b



nt twe er three Oothouws Cistunea from eoch other, :nd the ,
heles in then kedt un the g] u,s, iich were nine inches
ana gorciinmce @ Loot brud, ¢nd lay atove euch othcr, from

one roct to the next. ©-

Kalm 2lso indicated that the weod zelected for fenccs around

Philadelohic commonly wzs lonm -licting:

Chestnut trees were commonl: made use of for theés
purpose, because this wood keens longest against

putrefaction, ond an enclosure mode of it can stand for
thirty years togother. Pu* where no chestnut wood was to be
got, the white nnd likewise the black ozks were taken for
that nurhose. 211 kins Of woed, th“\ff the red cocdar
holds out the 10ﬁ~e:t. * . . There are m2ny enclosures pear

the town made of this wood. 27
Considering the fazct that until Samuel Morris moved into

=ed the Germentown

the house in 1834, mes

was, /\D« Me wosT pa/n‘ Lsed
r°°1°enC°Aa° 4 summer retrect, it seems very possitle that

. only .
the fence which Deshler constructed me—sedet received r="p 1:r repalir end,
where
' nD eeded, replacement, but_ii?smyle @& reteined the saome, reflecting

the conservatism end tredition twpictl in the Germantown coupaunity.

J{ As translehsd end quoted in Jellet, Ibid., p. 22.

[
According toAt stimond} John Wetson collectéd from "oldtimers" of

Germantown, however, the British during the Revolution took up 211

the fences in the town to use them for building their huts, and "lo

Dechlen, l ke all Mo Pro/w}y-ou)'t—éf‘s
fences remained." If this story is true, then estticZowee: in
sﬂui Ces fesbcn Ja whi b

Gﬂrmwntonq VR rebullt aTfter the war, no doubt in the stylgAthey

. . i A
hed been.&a Apparently the soldiers used the rails «* fences zz=-
gupports for the hut roofs, which micht indicate that only the typical
rural post-and-rail fences were disman tled, und the plank fencing

38

rencined inwpuct.

38. Watson, Annals,e, hOa

140

o

e



(Iu, h\ﬁ If{h\ cenboi
While the front fencinst f obably of ¢ horizontal bvoard con-

struction, the side anéd back fences were:ino doubt more simple
> X 3

perheps vost and rail fences. Tht golid board fence on the front

of the property served to assurc privacy from the queeu crovd nd
ui~A2a5 yvards 13th century
noieces, the back fof thq4uermanuown houses nearly universelly

ened. | . . . s
asomee-i 1Nnto gardeng, orchards, end fields which required only the

csemblance of a division to identify land ownership. The expense

é? o e 4 .
and trouble, moreover, to I===:sthe long, ncrrow lots with solid

19,
blark fences world heve been exhorbisont to the frug:l CQualers and
38

conminity,

-y

German inh bhitonts of the

=N

4

Although no documentation exists to-support the conjecture,

Deshler probubly hed & swmnerhouzs on the srounds, for when éis-

<j?j@. Tinckom, "Cliveden," p. 33.

38. Davia Schoef in 178« observed wbout Germantown, "41l the houses
stend off more or less f{rom cach other and cach one has around,
or near® it, grounds, gordens, ond y:\ifty outbuildings."

As Quoted in Jellet, Ibid., ». 31.

~
\



Samuel 2&so drew a skeéeh of a smell frame structure which he
lebled, "The Shop," and descrited it as a rocent additon to the grounds

About the yecr 1838 My Dear Father to gretify my Brother and
Myeell pertitioned off onc end of the mow or loit of our Statle
{for & curpenter shop for us to work in 2t sny part of the doy
between schoolg, but finding it too ew=2ll as well ss too far
from the house we bezezn to look about for suitckle place

to nake onother snd so zhout the year 1850 Iy Dear Father

chote the spob on vhich the shop now stands. 10

o

Lo, See illustrztions 1i-17; Samuel filled t
sketiches with poems or descriptions of hi

n

[S]

ES
-

Axerox
k files. The

copy of his inscriptions can be found D
w2 Germantown.

i
book of sketches is colled, Reminiscenc

A Franklin Insurence Compeny survey of a 2-story stone bern

on the property ib 1856 indicates thet Moriis respected improvement
T . e b q

as well as tradtion, for this structure had notbuilt in 1798 when
the tax essessment was taken, and no doubt had recently been completed.
Not only 4 deteiled description of the barn has been preserved but
so has its location, as seen on late-1Gth century atlases for
Philadglphia and Germantown. - This barn, which stood on the southern

line of the ' lot, » évbroximately 350 feet back from the front
' ’ Lo
fence, no longer stands within the groperty boundaries.

.. An 1851 map of Gernantown gives no inaication that the barn
then stood on the lot. The earliest available atlas wes dated
1863, and it, elong with z11 other 29th century atlases,
showed the stone ovarn. The poliecy survey was sent to Architect
Adlerstein in xerox form from the records of the Philsdelphia
Historical Cowmmission. Disne Leonetti to Adlerstein, March 11,
197, Mep of the Townsnip of Germuntown, 1851; Hopkins,

Atlas of Germantown, 1¥71; Saédley, A Gonplete Atlas of the
City, llus; G.W. Buist, Atlue of the City ol Pnilacelphia
" (Philadclphia, 1568) AAB (Philadelpnio, 180U5); G.d. Eromley,
Atlus of the City of Philndelrhia, 7, 22nd Werd, (Philadeclphicz,

)

1889),plate 5. Sec Appendiv W




19th Century

The ecrliest 19th century inforwetion on the house andé crounds
unpecred in the 1842 sketches drewn by young Samuel Morris. Samuel's
drawings suggest that féw changes had been‘muég on the »roperty
by'the Perot fomily during, its 3:-year summer residency, or by
Sawmuel. B. Morris since his purchaese of the housze in 18:56.

Indeed, the Morris family seemed to nurture the historic
associations of the property. For.example, young Samuel sketched
g small ffame back building'which he entitled, “Schoolhouse,"” and
mace the notetion, "Washington's Cerriage House 1793. Our Summecr
School Room 1820 to 1842." - This structure zppears to be the same
size as I=zaac Franks' coach house, described in the 17932 tax essesgs-
ment as 16 Teet by 17 feet. Probebly the coach house stood near
. the géte of the front fence wnich, according to Semuel's skeich,

opened &t the southern end of the fence, close to the property line.

pmcront



theeris hack,

In the uvoﬁyx,tubec of dteewsbuildinis . of the shop cnd schcool-

4oon in Ny Sictch ¢ J \xa sz\‘* Luce

house ,~Tthe frneing differs frou thut4ﬁlcnz ..ain Strcet,

I8 L0
&
~

of & wvertical, pziled, plank constructicn. According to his oun

testimony,, lorris in 1835 made on 2:recwment with hie neighbors,

s and Susan iicgon to the north, to weplece
the post onc rail fences slorng the tound -ry lin

F OO

Tence such ag &ppe-rs in the =

Bzl from the

Qe N --T have -
propos iseds

Tence ense (where
th‘ o give them

Even thouzh Sswuel learned from his reighbor Ashrezd thet the

KA e =¥ 1
Perot brrothers, whom he referrec to g, "uy father & uncle," had

put up the post arnd rail fencs Lztween their. prooer
of Teneliny wly heve Leen consigtent with thot, if ony, bud

=

Deshlcr or TFronks prior to Weshington's 1703~ o regicency.

Ly, £. P. orris Collection, Jox 2, Unidentified folder, HSP.

¥
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(1]

In his 1836 "Memorundum of Fences" Morris also noted, "The baék,
or fenqe between Academy & hy lot should have been made one half
by each of us, but I have mode the whole." Prior to lerris'
esidency this back section of the lot mey not have been fenced,
as it probably stood in open orchard.or woods. One of the 1842
sketches shows a post and rail fenc@ running along the School
House Lane property adjoining the Academy, and this style so
typical of fural properties probaclv served as the first fencing
Morris !

on the back end of theplot. (See 1llustrat¢on¢8)

In addition to building fences, Morris alco provided for their

¢

meintenance. The Morris pepers preserve two bills received by

1

Scmucl, one for repairing the

(',
Fy

(o)

n 18L5, and one

[N

ence
6/0/ L2
washing®/the front fence in 1858.

Although Samuel showed signs of diligence in keewving up the
fences, his son, Elliston, in 1863, implied by his letters to
his neighbor, Dr. Willieam Ashmead, thet the side fences had
fallen into disrepair. Elliston's commente evoked assurances
from Dr. Ashmead that repairs to the fences would be carried out

that fall or the following spring, and that ho shrubs or trees would

be distrrbed in the rrocess. Appsrently Ashmead did not keep his

¥.P. Morris Collection,’on 2, Samuel B. Morris, Domestic
Bills and Receipts, 1856-%, HSP.



<

viord, however, as Morris noted, "no repairs were nade, but the
fence wus replaced by a new tight board the falldowing Spring as
L4
far as Green St--thet beyond Leing left still uncored for.™
Whether Ashmead bettered his pledge and replaced the fence himsell,
or Elliston finally decided to take the respon@%bility rather than wait,

docs not tecome clear from the cbove notation.

Lg., E.P, Morris Collection, Box 2, Unidentified folder, HSP
Dr. William Ashmead to Elliston P. Morris, November 13, 1863,

Between 1870 and 1876, Elliston Morris replaced the horizontal

vlank fence along iain Street with a vertical "link fence" six feet
45 '

high. In 1884 lorris insured this front fence, as well as those alony
the side property lines, with Musual Assurance Company.. The
surveyor thus described the fencing:

Rough board fence 6 ft. hignh with posts on all sides of yard.
Link fence &t street 6 ft. high; 4 by 4' red cedar posts

4 by 4' top and bottom rail. 7/& & 12' plened & groved fence
boards. d° top. panel gcte. iron greting vanel slide hung on
hirges. large gate hung on strap hinges. latch and dead
latch. 46

The change of style for the front fence has remoined to the

present, although, assuredly, many times repaired. [one of the
3 Bily s

05, Two FHorris Temily phnoltographs confirm these years: the first,
taken in 1870, bBhows the horizontal plank fence, and the second,
daoted 1876, shows the vertical link fence. Sce illustrations.

46. See Appendix B for Mutuasl Assurance policy for 188L. As mentioned
earlicr, the house lot had been considerebly reduced by 18684,
lgaving the wmeasurcments 100 feet in width and only LOTnfeet
in length.

erme )



‘e

fences on the back or sides of.the grounds have withsbood a century
of' chunge: the sough property line now is a sbone wall; the west
line hss a modern link fence put in by Mrs. Montgomerg ;ﬂ“%ﬁb past
five years; end the fence along the north line has been addea

L7

since the National Park Service ecquigred the property in 1949.

47.An arvicle included in the CGermantown Historiczl Society's clop file

\e

9

(v

described a reecson for repair to the front fence in 192Y%: “Glimpges
at the beauty of the gaerden &t the hisveric Morris house. . . have
tempted mesy a person passing to brezk in and revel in this park-
like enclosure . . .2 moborcar. . .wasg traveling w=zt on Chruch

lene end continued directly scfoss Germentown Avenue, creshin g into

the fence . . . the fence was broken and sgplintered for several
feeto” :

Wnile cnenges have becen made in tne fencing, the brick privy,
mentioned for the first time in the 1884 insurance policy survey,

has remained in goocd condition, unaltered, dbut zlso unused. The

surveyors' description makes clear thet the Morris femily wes not

.only affluent but elso numersus in persons, for the privy consists

of four separate comperﬁments,‘each with large and small holes which
together number ten. .

In the subsecuent nine decadeg to ﬁhe present year, the dnly
outbuilding to survive the changes in the gize of the lot was the
brick privy, a s ichQre which 2lso represents the zast addition

to the grounds, one macde nire decades after Washington's residency.

147.



F. The Brinphurst House, SLh& (formerly U784) Germantown Avenue

IHictoric Qurership and Cccuroncy

Aithough the prorerty on which the house stands changead
hands several timés after Williem Penn issued the first land
patents for it in 1097-8, the eariiest known settlement on the
land was not until George Bringhurst's purc%fse of 3.5 acres

along Main Street from John Jerrett in 1726.

. The Bringhurst Femily, 1726-1834

s

Beorge BEringhurst (1.697-1752) immigratea from London or

Amescrdan as a youth and settled in éermantoﬁn, where he met and
subsequentiy married in 1723, the datpghter of John Ashmead, a
wealthy property owner in the town. Goefge began his carper ss
an apprentices to Arent Klicken, =& proménenﬁ vowneman ané weaver.,

At 29 years old Bringhurst purchased three tracts of land in
One of the tracts--which megsured
Germentown, totaling 20.% scres. - '
acres acjoining

-
-

11 peiches, 12 feet by 42 perches, and contzined 3.

N

.

his father-in-law's property on lLcin Street-- included the future

rvowee lote for the Deehler-lorris, Bringhurst, and Armat houses as

R

they cre known in Germaniown SOCey.

=f{. Oce Chuin oi Titvle, Appendix H.
3 Pae

2. Josiah Granville Ldach, History of the Brinrhurst Femily (Philadel-
phia, 1901), pp. 29-8. For & schematic evolution of the Bringhurst
House Lot, seec Aev¢f$\*c>‘— « According to Jenkin's, The Cuide Look,
p. o7, Jonn Aghmezd purchnsed 500 acres of lind in Gerawntovn in
1711,




Although he apprenticed ss a weuver, George chonged his

time
trade and became a gaddler ab some Aduring nis later life
Apparently his businezs enddavors never nroved too lucrative,

however, as qua§e mortgaged his property on atlecst two occascions

in 17%7 and 1749, end in 1751 zdvertised his land for sale, which

(€AY

he had divided into 17 lots, & 3 of which measured 35 feet by L8
perches and were cut out of the 3.5 ceres of his house lot.
Thirteen other lots lay along the Cross Street to the Schuylkill

Réver, now known as Schoolhouse Lane, each of which measured 4

Fa

perches by 28 perches 10 feet,totaling 1,456 scuare perches, or

\

31,020 square feet, or close to -/u4 of an ¢cre. _And ‘one lot

C

O
Y

ten ncres lay at the northern end of Cerwantown, where
Br1nghur°t had planted goou ﬂraftea upple trees on 1 1/2 acres of
cleared land.

Bringhurst's advertisement sttracted interested buyers, one
of ﬁggma, David Deshler, purchased a totzl of twb zcres adjoining
the Bringhurst house lot in 1751-52, and another, Christopher ling,
a Sacddletree maker and neighbor, purchased two of the Cross Street
lots Jjust weeLk efore George's death in Junuary 1752, and two

wmore in November 1752, after the widow Eringhurst adverkised the
2
: -

remaining eztate for sale in licy of that yesr.

3. Deed Eook GY, p. 11B: Mortgage Book X 1, pp. 179-80; The Pennsy-
renia Gazette, Moy 2, 1721, and Mey 21, 1752, in The Pennsylvinie

Guzevte, 172¢=-178), pp. 139 and 39%; Deed Book H 1, p. Suo, H 2,
pp. 154 ond 1,7; and, Deeds, Brinshurst Femily FllP Gernantown
Historical Society. One acre meesures 3,500 sgquare feet. See

Appendlx\J for ertracts frowm above citations.

S (6



Anna PBringhurst (1707/6-1760), Sﬁgvived her husbend by eight

years. In her care were Samucl, age P\ at his father's deuth, and
William, Qge 7. The two older boys, John, 25, and George 20, hed in-
hepiteﬁﬂyiheir father's saddle and saddletree making tools, and no
doubt continued the family husiness, heléing, at the same time, to
support.t“i-r mother end younger brothers. After Anne's death in
1760, the estete was divided ewuslly in five parts, between the four
brother§ and the children of their recently deceased sister, Sarah

Palmer.

John Bringhurst (1725-1795), had lost his first wife, Mary

Finne only a year after George, senior's
2 3

Lléeath, and remarried in

175u to Ellaabeth Shute. His embition made him not only a good .

family provider, but a wealthy and prominent man both in Philadelphia'

and Germantown, for John became the Becomplisned coachmtker who sold .

President Weshington an elegent carrviage in 178D, and who, the seme
year, possessed the second highest estate on the Germentewn taxlist.

The business of constructing "Germentown waggons™ and chariots,

Jeba

however,,did not develpp xt%bﬁﬂﬂn until after the Revolution, when

he amd his cousins in the Asnmead family gave Germantown a name for

N manuda Chore of )
=45 lightweight coaches. Before he sold et his share to the

Bringhuest home lotlin 1763(to George), John joined with his brother

i, Leach, Ibid. A copy of George's will i% siven on pp. 2“ -7
Will Book L~M, p. 205, p. 321, Anna Bringhurst, August 6, 1760.
See Appendix fox)3ringhurst fomily estate papers.

gRcerpus 11’%\?

~J

P
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) for Canpo s o e
in the sale of land to the trustees &f the,Germantown Union School

in 175C. He also scrved himsell ag a mewber of the scheool's Luilding
after, \
comaittee and /%or many years A as one of its trustees. A?Tom I707 to

1859 he acted as presédent of' the bvoard of trustees, a positifin

of honor wvhich reflected well both on the school «nd the man.

George Princhurst (1722-1797) , ﬁppears to hevad been'z wore of &
traditional family man, following his father's lead by becoming 2.
saddletrpee maker, and purchasing the family homestead from the
remaining heirs of his p‘rents. In 1763 he bought out John's share;

and in 1767 he purchased the two fifths of the house lot owned by
tvo
hisAyounger brothers. Like his father, George found it necessary

to mortgage the property, while, st the same timec he scquired.’ -
additional land in Germentown and the Northern Liberties. George

married Saran Trump in the ye er of His mother's death, and they
'had,over the ne:xt 18 years, six children, atleast zﬁﬁ of whom,
&“A<:khwerd' ‘
Roberq*aad William,\begame coachmakers, like their highly successful

Uncle John Bringhurst.

2

' I e .i. “ . b e
% Leach, pp. 32-0; Lesch also observed, “That i'r. Erln"hLTSu came to
be recogniczed as the foremost man in Philadelphiaz Couxnty i
hig line of busginess 1s epparent in tha* ne was selected Lo
lead the coach-builders in the famoun 'Federal Pzrade" which
took pluce in Philadelphiu, U July, 1788, to celebrate the adoption
of the Constitution in the United States.” He footnoted thnis
+ stutement with, "In the printed account ci' this Parade, the
. JLIX Section in the line is thus noted: 'Coach ilakers.--Preceded
. by 4r..John Bringhurst in a {ﬂ eton, drawn by two horoeﬁ, and
beoring o draft of a cozch on « white il floz.'™

‘.

=

G. Dead TPool T.C. 2C, p. 75 lort~ 7o Took 11, p. _FQ Le~ch, ©. 73
Dewew.ner Jteme, n. 0203, ig op ¢ xeerpt frorm Poulcon's ﬁdvcrt1<er
Teop—dme v, LdO,, snnouncéing tne wedding of Robert Bringhurst,
Coachmaker, *wmm‘wzﬁMret Brewster. Shoemaker, Inhabitants of

Germantown in 1809," p. 456, Del ook & zl e \%ﬁ?

(5’(_



According to the proprietary tax list of 1769, George Bring-
hurst had bteen joined by his widowed brother-in-law, George Palmer,
& saddled © 77 Possibly Pulmer had learned the trade as an
apprentics to his fﬂther -in-law, as George, Senior, hed left both
sadler’'s as well s saddle~trce maktrg)tools to his %pns, and had
made Palmer one of his executors by his will of 1751.

A provincial tex list of 1772 shows that Willism Bringhurst,
George's younger bro»he‘, had joined him in residence zg = shopkeeper,
and that quSFe, the property owner, wes taxed, while Walliam was not.

Evidently,the two brothers had become partners in the etree making

add
8

tfade and operated their business fight on the premises.

Tvwo years leter enother vrovincial tax reilected the sgame evidence,
and showed, too, thy/2t the Bringhursts had taken on an edditional men--
John Denny--who must have lived on the'proggrty, but he, like

~

William zid no tex, as neither owned land.
3 b

‘(. Proprictary, Suopiv and Stute Tex L;styA 1759, Pennsylvania Archives,
Thirs Series, 1t, 80; Leach, pp. 20-7. Palmer upvecred on deeds in Jx
8. "A Trarnzeript of the Fiftszcnih Bighteen Ponng PrOV;DC‘"7 Tax
Assessed March 13, 1772," on microfili, ESP. George had inherlbcd(:>

C 3 ma

9. Proprietary, Supply ond Stote Tax, 1774, Pennsylvania Archives,

Ibid., p. 3k0.

752 and 17060 as a "sedler." Deed Book #2l, p. 189; and Deeds,
Bringhurst Pomily File, Germantown Hicter Cal Soeicty.

%

Ll» father's saddlctree making tools and utensils, while John

Jhad irherited the sadler's tools. ¢ According to the dictionary,
a daddler’ /S. "a peker, repairer, or seller of saddles and other
equipnent,"” while @ saddletree maker is one who makes the Tronue

of a saddle. When he purchused John's shsre of the house lot in
1763, George styled himeell s saddletree maker, and John called
himgel? = soddler. See fcotnote 6 alcvr. :

152,

o M ity aind Combny of PLIOAAGU
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In 177C, when thz Revoluticn:ry Wer lroke out, George, age b,
cvidently served atleast one ycur as a 8econd Lieutenunt of th
Flying Camp of Philacclphia'County'st Lisht Drogoons. According

to the rccolleetions printed by Jonhn C. Nuukbn, Georse nmet Gerneew.

(o

R hlngton during his militury service, an

175]

s

, later, when Wasaington
returned to Germantown as Presidcnt in 1793 oand 17%4%, he puid Gecrgo
10
several vieiss at his shop nnd residence next dcor.
At some time during the Revolution, William Brinsgnurst apparently

left the Tamily business and George, 47, continued on by himself.

George's oldest son, William, about 14 years of age, appeared on

_ ulrtoay had begun
the 1779 tex' 1i&t with his uncle, John RBingaurst, which supgests he/\

11 o
his apprenticephip as a coachmaker. '

The 1780 supply tex clearly showed that Bringhurst's veluetion
placed him as one of the lesst prosperous persens on the tlock,
especially in comparison to Isreal Pembcrton and David Deshler'

12
valuations, which exceeded his own by four and two times.

Saddletree mzking evidently did not esdvance George financieally,

and, possibly for this reason, he encouraged his sons to lesrn their

uncle's trade of coachmaking. In 1796 the business directory . -for

10. Penncvjwnia Archives, Sixth Series, Volure 1, 980; Watson,2, &,
states, "He hod been kecn seve m_es ut Henry Fraley'
carpenter chop, and at Bringhurst's blackswmith shop, teliing
frecly «nd cordiclly with both Tne3 ‘had both Been in some of
his campaigns."” Accerding to Ward, ;L b, a Dr. Frailey,.
no doubt an ancestor, lived "in a very olé stone house, which
stood on Schoolhouze Lane."

11. Pennsylvonis Archives, Third Series, Volume 1%, 595 and ©601.

12. Ibtid., Volume 1., -O7.




Philadelphia showed two George Rringhursts, both coachmekers, at
separate addresses. Very, likely John's own son, George, 41, and
George's second son, George, 29, had opened competitive shopns imx

. 13
the city.

At his death in 1797 George's children had all grown to adults,
his youngest being Robert, 19, who probably that year was working

)

with his uncle, or in the shop of his brother, George? 'Ceorge -
apparently wes the ohly one who had remained a resident at the
Bringhurst family home, for the 1798 tax list indicated that he

lived in éne stone house, and his nother, the Widow Bringhur sf lived
in the second house wnich then were buwlt on the family lot. !

Scrah Bringhurst (1737-1812) remained & widow until her death

in 1812. George, her son, died a year fafter her husbend, and

- } : § * - . 3
probably shortlyAafteghs oldest. and youngest sons, Williem end
‘Robert, came to live at the femily resicdence. According to traditicn,
the Bringhurst brothers set up a coachmaking bu{ggness on the
premises, using one of the two stone houses as a shop. In 1803
Robert married Margaret Brewster, which raised the number of residents
of the two houses to atleast four. According o the 1810 fecer 1

censug, Willium and a woman over 45 yesrs old, presumably his mother,

13. Stephonsonts Philocelpniaz Directory for 1796, p. 21; Leach, pp.
35 and Zo.




1ived in one house, and Robert, with a fomily of ten others, lived
in thc other, which must have wade @ crowded house%old, congidering
the small size of both the structures on the lot.~

When Sarsh didd in 181%, the executors of CGeorze Bringhurst's
Ulll of 1797 met aga 1n to sett 1e»*he estate. As the property bvelonged
equally to all the heirs, a decision was required'on who would &cquire
the flamily house lot.

Robert Bringhurst {1778-1832) hurchesed the lot with its two

Frwom ///5 /21/1 ver's eslale
housegﬂfor $2600 in March of 1812, and lived on the property until his

death in November 1832. Possibly he contlnaed to operate a coach-

making business ona the premises; wherever or whoetev r his work,

however, Robert did not shine as & monevmaker. At his death the
estate fell to the Orphsns' Court to settle his debts. His exeeytors,
Clement, a brother, and Tudor R.,'a;sdﬁ; advertised the property for
sale, end in February 183h gold the property outside the family

for the first time since their paternal ancestor, George Bringhurst,
16
purchased the 3.5 acres in 1720.

20, :
15. Leach, pp. 35 and 45; Shoemaker, Ibid.:Anne McCaughey, "Bringhurst

use Turned Over to the liztionzl Park Service," ZSermantown Crier
(Soring, 1974), b5; Third Census of the United Stutes, Pennsylvsnia,

1810, Reel 17, Pthauclpn“a,Coun:y, 2. 5, Denver Public Library.
16. Ponulation uul ule ot une Towrrth Censug of the United Strotes,
1820, Venncvlv,niz, Aewl. 10%, Volure 14, n. 10X-A:; Ponulation
Schedule o the Pifth Censuz of the United Sioies. IS*“ Tenn-
eylvenia, Roll lyu, Voluoe 1o, p. O The Gerrintown Telesvadh

cné Philcaelphiz ang fontromery Advertizer, Voluwe LV, Ko. 17,
Octotier 9, 1lo5Z; Deed Boow AM bu, p, 572.

Y



The Ashriend Fonmily.and Reloted Lines, 1624-1008

A,

Susonna loson, (?-1844), puid Robert's exectors $1775 in
183 for the 1%k perches of lund 2nd two houses which comprised the
Bringnurst house lot. Susanna cpparéntly wes elderly when she

“bought the property, for in the census of 1840 her executor-to-be,

his housenold,

Willicm Green,appeared es thg head of the fanily, with twolwcmen in/\
one between 20 and 40 years old, presumably his wife, and the other
between 70 and 80, no doubt MNrs. llason. Evidently Susanna Mason

wags related to the Efinhhurst femily in some way, for she left

the property by ber %will to her nephew, James Ashmead, ond the
17 .

S - [PICIN

L"Wf{/ﬂ/ /
Jemes Ashmead (2-1845), hsd the éigéee of DLfChSQ ing the

Ashmeuads were cousins Lo the Erlnvhuret

lot from his aunt's estzte for $SOOO, by her will, and he did Bmo

on May 4, 1844, But Jemes lived for only one more yvear, and at his

death, the propexty fell to his six children %o be divided among them
18

egually.

17 Population Schedule of the Sixth Census of the United States, 18L0,
Ponnsyvlva eniz, Roll «89, Reel 55, p. 254, DPL. A photosrapn copy

of Susanna dopon's will is Tiled in the Bringhurst House File

at the Historical Cormission of Phllu“el“hl3.

18. Deed Book ACH 58, p. 55. See Apvendix™ . James Ashmead no

.

doubt had been z close friend besides 2 cousin to Robert Bringhurst,

for he 'signed . as 2 witness to Rovert's will in 1832. Will
Book 10, p. 452, Fo. 175.

r——



Williem Ashuweod, Jomés Ashmesd, Charles v. Ashnewd, Bliasbeth

: [A v&(\ N
F.A. Schaeffer, Cathurine Ashicod, ,George A:Praagltobeuher irherited
the property ¢t their father's death, but only George lived at the
own

rceidence during the years beforc 11~qdeath in 1875. Between

181k and 1875 two of the other heirs passed on, Jomes And Cherles F.,
é'enre’e's chl tu.us rene,

po—teavims—Soopzetehoirs By his will of LSO‘ nis' two <1cter

Elizabeth and her husband, Charles W. Schazeffer, epparently

iwoved into the house after George's death. Their move within the
family compound was short? for they had been living only three

doors cdown, ih the house at the‘cornér of Germantown NMain Street

and Schoolhouse Lane. Dr. Schaeffer, like many of his in-laws in

the Ashmead Temily, had become a prominent figure in the Philedelphia

area, .
7° . As the pastor at St. Michael's Luthersm Chureh in Mount

Airy, a proffessor at the Lutheran Tehologicecl Seminary, and a trustee
of the University of Pennsylvanizaj;he unneld the tradition well founded in
the community of deulcatlon to the well-being of others.

William Ashmead, M.D., Elizabeth's brother, lived next door,

at 4788 Germantown Avenue, uhtil® his death in 1888, when his right

to the property left him by Jemes Ashmead fell to his two sisters.

.. See Appendix Q; The Ashread Fenily (Pnllacelphlu, 1933), p. 133
Hopkins, Atlgh oi Germantown 1871, FP. Uu—9 Keyser, p. 307;
Will Book 03, p. {492, No. 19C; JLll Sook 139, p« 135, No. 231.

—————



The Reverend Schaeffer died in 1890, and his

died in 1892.

avparently moved in with his

Their son, vhe Reverend

wife, Elizabeth,
Williem Ashmead Scnaeffer,

mother after hieg father's death, for,

when Elizebéth's will wes redd; ", he was a resident at
20 ,
478k Gemmantown Avenue. - e »
{ived

. Williem A. Ashmead., on

officially purec

the other executors of his m

died, leaving his wife , Eli

Elizaveth H., T. Schceifer, the sole owner of the pro

in the house until 1901, when he

ased the property from his auht Catharine and

other's estate. In 1907 Hlll o
21- -
zabeth H.T. Schaef 1ias his heir.
ervy,

chose to sell the

YNy

deatty in 1907, %
garden, and the

to Hoorri s,
The Morris Fanmily,

o endins

lct to her
Thay W‘('-% so\d

7L Da rt of

following year,

&%we \'\-b’\' hosband s

neighbor, Elliston P. Morris.

the teck yard to enlarge ﬂ%;rris

over ©0 years of Ashmeszd faumily ownership.

-/

1908-1948

“&lliston P. Lorris

Morris, who in turn left it

o

lived next door

1 B,:n;‘ws%“

the lMorris!'

occupancy of thenhouse during the years between

Blliston's cdauchter-in-law solda the house hes
The Commerical and Public Ownershiop, 1948-

will he left the

ownec. the zouse for six years bvefcre his
property to his wife,’ ﬂthﬂ” C..

to ‘her scn, Morris. As

in the Deshler-iiorris house, the

and 1948, when

1908
been

not;\ ceter

197k

mined.

*%)

Jane Rnosds

Yorris in June of 1848

solf the house to tThe Saving

Fund Society of Xdermsntoin, , which bank renovéted the house for

offices, and, in 1973 donated the property to the MNetional Psri Sevv“PP) D\z
brasent o Ner2>

507 neyser, ibid.; Will Book 16, p. 206, No. 1752; :

21. Will Book 288, P- 185, Ko. 1719.

22, gdz&cgtg:‘fus N s Papin CL\WH\C\% Uoloaea 15 , P \o?_ eag,bgdp,wtwg\,
23 " ppendiz M 1003 PO,

1S4,



According to the decription in the deed of transfer of January
. s 1
1763, George received only one house 2t the purchase of Johns share
of the house lot:

one fifth part of und in a Certain Two Story Messuage or
Tenement and of 2 piece or lot of ground whereon the same
Messuage is erected fronting the Germantown darket Plzce
(It being the lete dwelling or Mansion House of the late
George Brﬁnghurvt’swnr the lete Fatlr of them the said John
and George Brlnbhurst A '

fIn 1767 George mortgoged hie property to John Ingle of

Germantown, and the mortage dedd again referred to only one house:

"o @ertain Messuasge or Tenement, wherein he now dwells and lot or
. the

pgece of land therennto belonging .. . oppositeqlierket Place."

Both of the above legal documents deescribe the boundaries

l—J

of the property as encloging 134 perchsgs, 2nd this nearly 5 e% an

acre of land remained the same size until early in the twenhieth

century. Although the names of ajoining property owners changed,

ot .
the ymeasurements remained the same as those given in the 1750s
A .

Beginning at a corner of this and David Deshler's lot

and thence extending by the Mein Street of the szid

town uortnwestn rly forty six feet and six inches to a
corner of this and Robert Welns Lot thence by the seid
Robert Walns Lot South West twenty-one feet to & corner

and southeast seven inches to another corner thence ty the
same South West forty six perches and twelve feet 4o 2
coprner and further by the tsame South East ¥orty five feet
end eleven nercnes to a corner of this of the said Robert Walng
and of the said David Dechler's lot thence by the said
Desherls lot North EAst forty eight perches to the place of
beginning.

16



Unmistskenly, then, George Bringhurst, Senior end Junior,
lived on the lot sdjoining Dechler's and Frank's until the latter's
death in 1797. But according to his will of 1797, George Bringhurst

left "my two houses and lot of land thereunto," and these two

n

houses undoubtedly were those described by the federal tax asse
the following year.

sor

The federal tax assessor listed the house that the Widow

]

Bringhurst lived in as a 2-story stone house measuring 15 feet by

windows and 38 psnes, while the house George lived

(U8}

ol feet, wit

n

in also was a story stoﬁ% house measuring 8l feet by 18 feet, and

had > windows with 75 -lights. Both of these small houses received
comparatively low valuetions of $900 and $800 respectively, especially

considering that Franks' house next door alone was valued at $39CO.

Unlike all the neighbors' houses, except Morgan's on the lot adjoining

to the north, the two Bringhurst houses had no separate kitchen listed
b & as >

wnich indicateg that the first flocr of eachu must have held a

kitchen' fireplace, with its typical wide girth_of the colonial period.

25. Will To.

383, Bpril 21, 1797, @ copy at the Philacdelphiy
Historical Commisison. ‘

[o



19th Century: Deeds, Wiltg, Photographs end Mans

The ewrliest knoun photograph of the Bringhurst property
shows only & section of the house in.l859. The sketch by
Senuel Morris of the front of the Morris house in 1842 also shows
the same corner of the Bringhurst house. Both of these illus-
trations reveal that they depict the pxistihé%trugture as it

o\\a\eg
stands today, without the pessexd roof. The present structure, howevér,

‘MA—M.QD:DT\LS

measures 38 feet,7 inches by 27 feet, 10 inches, whichpados in no
way,resembze Yhoe e ‘ given in the 1798 tux sssessment.
Clearly at some boint between 1798 and 1842, the two stone
houses of the 18th century became the ;QB{»; zlarge house of the
19th and 20th centuries. The land deeds help to understend when
the altefations to the ?roperty were made: in 1812 Robert
Bringhurst purchaseéd two houses for $2600,_and in 1832 the executors
of his estate advertised the public sale of "two certain messuages
or tenements znd lot or péece of ground," which they sold thet
winter to Sasanna Mason. Mrs. Mason, an elderly, and probably

al

wealthy relative of the Ashmead family, evidently made the change

to the house from two structures to one, for,in gccordgnce w1th her

in 18‘1'"
will,dames Ashmead, B  nephew,purchasedfher house and lot which
, 26
Bne had specified be his if he paid $3000 for the property.

20, Will of Susennsz Mason, Januery 15, 1844, photostat 2t Phila.
Historicsl Commission; Deed Book ACH 58, o. 55, Phila. County
Courthouse.
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A physical survey of the present Bringhurst House basement

provides a possible clue to thé strucvural changes made ketween

1834 ana 18Lk2. The front bésement facing Germantown Avenue measures
19 feet 1 inch by 17 feet 10 inches, which, after &dding 18 inches
for each of the stone walls, comes to approximately 21 feet by 20
feet. These dimensions closeiy resemtle those of 21 feet by 18 feet
given for npe of the_l798'houses. As mentioned earlier, the 1798

tax assessor never gave exact measgurements, and usuelly measured

27
from the exterjior of the structure.

27. Scc Appendix P



pladed : , :
Frewer obove, the mein house measures 38 febt by 27 feet,

AS res
while the front basement only measures 19 feet by 17 feet; under
the south side of the house, fro& the front door, there is only
czawl space, ané for six feet beyond the back wall of the front

basement the wing basement Tloor and ceiling continue at the same

level, ¢nd then both rise about 4 to 5 inches. On the first floor,

28

thig 6-foot space; vekes the form of the stairwell of the maiﬁ house.
Directly ebove the front basement on the firét floor stadds &
room which measures 13 feet by 18 feet, and a 6-foot wide central
hallway. Possibly’the 178 house, which measured 21 feet by 18
feet, confained one room to & floor, with a2 hall and staircese on
. the south side, and, sometime around 185, the house was enlarged
by constructing a 2-story addition on the scuth side, and & new
ssaircese on the west end of the house. |
I ;'iA’measuring_ of the wing basement suggest$ enother pogsible
clue to the alterations wade in the 19th century. The widow
Bringhurst's house in 1728 mezsured 15 feet by 25 feet, while the
Qa
present wing basement megsures 13 1/2 feet oy 37 feet. With 16-inch
walls, the basement width exceeds that of the 1798 house by little
over a foot. Moreover, the ris¢ in the basement Ilcor and ceiling
levels éix feet from the front basement suszgests that the second
stone house might have stood on a perpendicular with the first, and

gix feet distence from it.

P

' 28. Reid knzle to Anna Coxe Toogood, July 21, 1974, Deshler-bdorris
. File, Denver Service Center. National Park Service.

by



The svailable evidence, then, indicates that the preéent housé
either ccnteins one.or pert of bhoth of the 18th century houses, or
that only the basement foundsticns remein under e house constructed Qn@ohlPQ
new in the 1830s. That Mrsf Mason may have knocked down two stone
houses and repdaced them with the existiné structure, however, has
very 1itfle likelﬁhood, considering the substantial nature of the
Germantown architecture &%‘the 18th century.
. : ‘I\O\L&H’-»( .
Guesswork, hewevesx, does not provide & reliable gource, ,and /
in the absence of documeﬁtation, a thouough architectural investiga-
tion of the fabric of the house'and wing'should be made to determine
the probab;e sequence‘of events. Unfortunately, two majbr obatacles
lie in the path of such an afchitechural-evaluation: first, the funditg
and'plenning for the structure's use does not cover suéh,a/s%dﬁy? end
gecond, the house hes received extensive interior renovation, in'
19h8)by the Germantown Savings Fund Sociéty, and, recently, by the
Netional APark Service. Thus, if architecturzl evidence of the original

stone houses still remains, a menagement decision will be rgguired

to provide the necessary funding for further investigation,of—tE—Towea.

29. The Bringhurst House will be & visitor cgnter for the inter-
" pretation of the Dcshlé%r—morris House &nd for Rermantown
His@fty. Develppment Concept Plan, Deshler-Morris House and’
Bringhurst House, 197k.- :



’

The 1859 photogroph of the Deshler-iMorris house reveals thét
cgebled
the adjacent .Asheead house hed @ geble roof with two dormervindows
fecently

and thet a new window cpparently heg bcen4edded on the first floor
of the houth wall. The 1801 and 1887-8 photogréphs reveal that the
house had received no major alterations, atleast on the exterior.
In 1804, however, & photograph teken of Market Squére shows that
the Bringhurst house héed received a ga@b?el rooi, thus chenging
the appearznce of the house considerably. The gamﬂré& roof still
remains on the structure thereby concealing much of the flavor of
the typicel 18th century Germantown architecture.

Possibly when the new roof was added, the Schaeffers also
constructed a l2—foot additon to the brick wing, for, accofding
to the observations of the historical architect, the wing wes .
built et two different times. .

If any elterations were made in the 20th century, they were

probably limited to the freame shed madded to the south guncture of

the house and wing. This addition houses a swmall bathroom today.

I G

-y



Recommendations for Further Research

house cencerns the furnishings of the house in 1794 , when the
Woshington family shipped a viegonload of their furniture out to
Germéntown. Appendix I of this repert provides 2 partisl list

of the President's furniture in 1795, when he lived ot the:lorris
in . ' )
house A Pnilecdelphia, but 2 complete collection of the available

information on the Washington's household furniture would be helinful
lease of Frenks' house
in selecting pieces to reoresent the family‘s4duringF the summer of
1 .
1794,

1. According to the researcn notes at IEDE., the George Washington
Collection at the Library of Congress contains letters from
Tobias Lear to Washington concerning the President's household
furniture, and includes inventories, dated 1797, of his furnishings
fixtures, and paintings with notations 25 to whether they were
supplied by the Ud@led States of Washington. Time &id not vermit
the writer to gather this informetion, or that &k the Netional
Archives, where an ' '~ inventory of the White House furnishings
in. 1801 is preserved in Record Group 46, Papers of the Senate of
the United Stetes, GA-J5, Thomas Claxton to Wilsgon C. Nicholas,

© February 20, 1801, as cited in the research files st INDE. (This
inforimation wes provided to the writer by Dr. John Plett,: several
months after the research had been completed.) The microfilm of
the 1795 inventory at the Netionzl Archives ordered by the staff
at Independence Katicnzl Historicsl Park wes missing two of* the
~original peges.

Secondty, if funds should come aveileble, a_resqa;ghér who
can read German should be assigned to scan the 18th century news-
papers printed in Germantown for posgible leads on Washington's
stay at the house. Some of these German nevspapegs are available

at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

67



The funds aVailable for.historicel4résearch on the Bringhurst
cliow ter

houce Aid not esewswr=iho time Psevsowmsd to check the Germantown news-
papers for possible leads on .the major alterations to the houge in
the id-1830s. If any considerztion is given to the historic
appearance of the Bringhurst houses, funds should be a2llocated to Tavest -
satﬁ the local newspaperé, aﬁlegst for the fear; 1832-18L2., As
alréady noted, a more reliaple source of information on the
sﬁrudg@#al history. of the Bringhurst housge would come from a careful
architectural $tudy of the interior fabric, especially in the basement
where no known alterstions heve been made. &His sort of investiga-
tion would be esgential to aﬁy resotration of the Bringhurst house
to blend it with the historic appearsnce celled for by plannerss

2
looking to & future historic district around the iarket Square.

2. The Historical Socicty of Pennszylvania and the Germanitown Higtorical
Society both have collection: of 19th century Germantown news-
papers. ' '



Specific Recommendations gn Resvoration:
The Deshler-Morris house heg been owned end leaged by oromlnnnt

2 4,

Philadelphians and notional figures since its construction. The main

house hes undergone no major alterations, s&wssr other than the addition

Of dormer window s /a the attic ﬂrf& to /842. and,
&in 19091of bathroom Tacilities slongz the north foce of the house. The

wing, on the other hand,. has grown ené chenge¢ throughout two

iy
centuries, anc its appezrance reflects the verying ta$tes 2nd needs
of csch subsecucnt owner. The total effect does not, however,

istract from the beauty and historicel significance of the residence.

Rather, the house reflects the Morris family's concern for preser-

vation on the one hand, &nd its wealth end refined taste on the other.
Because the visitor can experience the main house as it was in

the 18th century when President Washington lived there, as well as

[y
}_J

ey
adelphio's most

o]

in the l9th and 80th centuries when cne of FPhi

prominent fam111e° cherifshed its historical traditions, there seems

little need to remove the later additions to the structure, excdpt for

e
‘

in the earliest QerLOn of the house, th

@

1752 kitchen.
Since the kitchen preceeded the mein ho
Je<lder

ﬁfam¢ly sumer home during this period,-and since it

did not regeive major alterations for many years after the President'’

<
n

e by some 20 years and

represented the

residency,.it is recommended that the EFE9 addition be removed, and

. . p ~a
the origig&zz tbion/g;1 appearance be restorea. .

($
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" —APPENDIX A
’ART A

| IHE DESHLER-MORRIS HOLSE

CCHAIN OF TITLE, A SUMARY

1711

Bebber &
Mattias van
Bebber

(74

DATE GRANTEE GRANTOR PRICE DEED BCOK PAGE
12/158/ United States Flliston P. Gift C.J.P. 281
1948 of America Morris et.ux. 2228
June Rhoeds
Morris
3/h Semuel Buckley| TFrances Perot L.M. Th 240
k835 Morris
L4/28/ Elliston and Iseac Franks | $5000 E.F. 9 161
1802 John Perot
s5/2l/
1792 Isaac Franks Mary Lewis 11500 D 34 L
Catharine
Roberts
Jonn Morton,
‘ execrs. of
Devid Deshler
‘4/13/ _ David Deshler | Ann Bringhurst | 566.13, H3 157
1752 Jonhn Bringhursiy hd
John Pelmer,
execrs., of
George Bringhurgt
9/7/ David Deshler | George Bring- | B100 H 1 646
1751 hurst et. ux.
L/8/ GEOrge Bringhursi John Jarrett G5 1
1726 et. ux. '
Cohjer/ John Jarrett "Isoac Ven G5 1



' . Anpendin A
Sunnery

DATY GRANTEE GRAKTOR PRICE DEED PCCK PAGE

3/1/ . T

1710/11 John Jarrett Henry Cunrads ¢G5 1
S W/3/ Jacob :Iseac Van William Penn Patent G5 1l
1689 Bebber : : :
12/29/ Henry Cunrads |. Dennis Kun- _ G5 1
1710 ) ders
L‘/l Dennis K nders Slbertus G 1
Z cnnis Kunders Blbertus ' 5
1699 brand et.
Ux .
Albertus Brend Jecob Telner G 1
8/1/' et. ux. o ’
1698
‘ Ny \ Jacob Telner ‘Williom Penn Patent T 5 1
3/9-10/ : ’
1682

|7’L



APPENDIX A
PiRT I
TIE DiSHLERSIORRIS HOUSE
BRIFE OF TITLE, 1662-1836
(PREPARED FOR HEIRS OF SANMUEL B. MORRIS)

*Original in the Elliston P. Morris Collection, Box 1, Deeds
Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphis, Pa.

s Historical
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APPENDIX A !
PART C#
. CHAIN OF TITLE FOR
; HLU2 GERMANTOWE AVEITUE
' 1792-1548
(PREPARLD BY THE HISTORICAL
COMMISSION OF PHILADELPHIA)

*Original in the 5442 Germentown Avenue file, Historical Commission
of Philadelphia. |
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Deed _

1948 -

- 12/16

‘Flltston P. Morris and Anna Saylor /w

Jene Rhoalls Morris - Widow of Marriott C. Horris, dcod.

4 to '
United Stotes of fwmerica ' .
(Purpose o making n gift) .

_—=

" A11 tbhat cordain lot or sites of grd with the bldgs and improvements

thorson oreoted site in £2nd Vds 02 C 0f P }
Survey 4«-il=1948 amcadod 7-14-1948 S Ws Gormantown Avo. (60'w) 171!

1 1/29 8.E. from S.Es. Sohool House Lene (ﬁoaw)%h oxt 8 48° ggrao”

R alg od Gtm Ave 93' 1/4" to pte th oxt 8 41" BO' 37" U Bzv' 7 7/8"

b0 pb. ¢h ext H 47" B6' 40" W. 99' 3/8" to pt th oxt N 41° 50'46" E

partly through a wall 8756' 10 3/8" to boge.

Being knowa 88 §o. 6442 Gormantowm Avo.

Roo L.ReBe 166/633
Reo 12/23/1948
CedeP. 2228/28%
. . Reoitod in C.J.P. 2228-£81 _
Fllicton P. Morris dalod 12-3-1914 lcaving will dated £~17-1913 prodbated

at Phila. V.Er §84-191 Ly euch Will 84 Elliston P, lorris devined suoch
prema (Aoooriding tho prems as 5442 Main St. Gormantown) to his wife

" Yartha C. lozrig, £or 1ife with romminder to his dsughfer, Eldgabath

Canby lorrio - in fea. .

The pano of MHain Ste hay baon ohanged and is now Germandtcovm Ava.

Jartha (e Morrio curvivod her husbend end died 1l-1-19019.

Elisaboth Canby MHorrio dicd 12-13-1947 intoatate, unomarriod, loaving
a8 her olo surv noxd of kin, heyr brothor, Narriott C. Horris.

Harriott C. Utorric dled 3-2-1948 loaving Will datod 11-8+«1946 with
two Codicils probated ot Phila ¥ Bk P.S. 482-609. )

By &ad Codlci) ¢o his ¥ill, o4 Marriott C. Horris, xocited that
Goorga Uachingion, Procidont of the United SJtatos, had ocoupied suah
prees o0 hio rogidonse im tho mummor 1793, and by such Codicil od
Marriott Co Lorrip daviged puch proma t0 tho United Statos of Aworica
as 0 porpounnl momowinl €9 Hlisaboth Cenby Horris epmd MHarriott C.
Horris, hovever the pd Codicil contained on sltoxaativa gift to
Ellicton Pe Horrig son of 84 Marriott Ce. Morris im fos without restrice

_.Y4ono or conditions to take effeat if the sé Merriott C. Xorris ghould

1. . )QC
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ji D18°h3?8eG,o: 81l truets

. , Ho. B442 Gormunto-m Avo.

tie within 30 days from thoe oxecution of sush Codioil thereby making the
glft oontained in suoh Codicil to the Unitod States of Americe invalid.
84 Harriott O. Morris Gicd within the 30 daye foll ¢he estegution of such

- 8d Elliston P. Morris son of Marriott C. Morris, has deoided to give such

premg 10 ths United States of America es a porpetual memorial to Eligabeth
Conby Morrig and iarriott C. Morris. Sde Marriott C. Morrio was survived
by his wifo Jane Rhoads Morris, who has not olooted to tnke eithor under
‘or against the V74l1ll of lMarriott C. lorris, and she has Jjoined in thias Deed
g0 that her right title and inteorest in such prems will be conveyed to the

’ United States of Amorioca.

- Deed.
1866
8/16° )
Joshua M. ubrrig - Granteoe in Trust éu(within mentionod

to

- Elliaton P. Horris - within named
T (4a) -

The messuage and lot ot grd situate on tha a.d. ly side of unin st.
Germantown. _ :

Moo . Reo 3/15 1866
L . LRoB. 166/533

;". : ". .' ) N‘ . !
S oo

1866

o B/1e |

&1 (Somuel Yorris Ixoras and Trueteas u/w of

= (¥11iston P. Lorris Samel Be Morris, deod’

S - to

;? 2 (Joshus H. Morris (Couveyanoer)

£ (e) - |

i _ T

Codi0il co that tho gif to his con, Elliston P. Morris besame effootive.

SN TR T

B RS P S

Yo




8 " Boe B4R Gérmantown Ave.

"7 A1l thet oertoin moesmage or tonoment and lob or plecs of grd. situate on
L S.Ws of lain Ot. in Germentown, 22nd Wd. C of D, sontz in broadth on sd
- 8treet 100' or theresbouts s=nd eontinuing that breasdth in length or depth
SeVe ot the dist of 48' P fvom nd Streot. Bbd HleZs by 84 Main St 3 & by
.. Christopher Mengs 10t and S.V¥ by land 1ate of Georgo Bringhurst, dccd.

‘Re0s AdMa 74-240

Y

.

N B A AR e T , 3
# A L T . )
S e s A Lo

-

. In Truat end $0 the end that (2) shall odnvoy Bamo to 8d Xlliston P.Morris,
gubject as afed 80 that a good %itle in feo 8implo absoluto and discharged -

0f a1l Prust shell bo vemted in od =1linton P. Morris sccording to the
Provisions of will of 8armel B. lorris - . : .

x

e W oA

REO B~16-1666 D.RoBe156-527

-~

*

Recited in L.R.B. 156-527

. ireot Semuel Morris
to Join with the potr as rors u/w of 3armel B. Horrls, deod. inm executing

guch conveysnca as shell vest the entiro ogtate both resl and pereonal

. logsl and equitabdle in and to the proms dovised by will of gd Samel B.'
s ¥orrio t0 sd Elliston P. Morris therein desorided. : '

{j"(ia)b Proms noxt desod.

S

P AT S
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b
e
[*9
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8
o
i1
(-]
a
8
[
Q
[~
@
3
[ 4
E
R
ga
=1
o
=3
(A
=2
[

"t

A g Wharénpon gd Court didAordor end decreo pd 8ammuel Morris and Zlliston
.. ' Pe Morrie Exors end Trustees u/w of Sammsl B

o Morris shall forthwith exscute
.- @ deed 1n foo simple for ed properfies {an) . '

- o . Rromdy next dosod to Jochuo He Uorris 4n Trust and to the end that ed
¢.. Joshua He Morris shell at onos ccavey tho oame to od Elliston Peliorris, so
'~ that a food $itle in Tae 8imple abgolute snd frsed and disoharged of all
Trusto chall bo vestod in cd Elliston P, iorria acoording o the provisions

.. 0% will of Sarmuol B. Morgls, ed Elligton P. Morrig giving to 8d Exoras a
© rofunding tond with himsel? an surety in usual form in sum of ¢10000.,00
= oan@ wherdas sd bond has beon duly intered. o ,

v,
#

-
1)

R R TLTN

S
Ve a

STW

. W11 of Sammel B. Morris

)

-i :Dataa '
o 6/25/1858‘

.
LB . . . . o

{: Te0.De end B 611 my cotate R and P to iy Ixers in Trust eto.
}-'(6) Upon the further ¢$rustd as ragards the R.R.
i 001lect insome for 4 yra end to epply eame to p
© terosts ropairs ets end upon oxpiration of gg %

3; (1) x x
~ fgi T1a)
o

Y ' ‘

‘end R of my estato afsd to
oyment legaoies taxog, in-
erm of 4 yrs then in trust,

o

sete Tayiil
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Turthor in troet to 6xﬂauﬁe'an& dcl ivor suoch deed>dna 1nc%rumént a8 may
bo nesgegary. 49 vent full end completo $itle obooiutely in ry son
Ellictoa Porot torris of my house end prems in Gormentown sifunated upon

- the Velm St with e fryont of 100' oy therombouts, extending to end aoroes

Groon Ste rooontly opcned, tho boundaries being more fully doesed in the .

. Geed- %o me &ated O0~4-1856 Zrom Francis Perot and wife.

Appta gons, Sammal Morris and Elliston Perot Iiorris and Henry Oopo

o sud Alfrod Oope Exers. - : . _ o
: . Honry Copo end Alfred Cope renomnoe right to aoct as ZExerg.

W. Bk 41/288

Doed

1876
B/A

B . : : . h
Francea Porot, (Bgewer) and Eligsbeth M. /w
0
Samol B. Morris - ( Gentloman)

Proms &8 noxt

Reo 3/8/1836
CAsMe 74-240

Recgited in A.M. 74-840

. ‘“hereas Inees Franks, thorao of the City of Phila. Broker, by Ind. dsted

4~£8-1802 4148 grent and convey unto idliston Parot and John Perot of C of
P. Horohkents in equal moieties as ten in com end not as joint tenents
(proma as next degod) reod in desd Yook -'p - end wheress in pursusnce

ead by virtue o Sundry procecldings in partition latoly had vnd issued
out of the Distriot GQourt for the City and County of Phila wherein the sd
John Perot wea RP1£ff£ end Someom Perot and the sd Fransis Perot and othors
were DoLdVs a Breve de partitioned PaoienGa thersupon issusd and the ro-
turn thoroto by dhe Shoerif? amid an Inquest by him for thot purneso summon-
od teoted i~7- last past tho proms mbove Gessd cnd intendod t0 be hereby
gromded wera (1a) assipned sliotted smd Aelivered unto the esf Franois
Porot his h and a in soveralty forever.
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APPENDIX Bx
 DESILZR-I:CRRIS HOUSE
FIRE IDISUDAICE POLICY SURVEYS
177k 19&8

DAVID DESHLER, l77h5'Philadelphia Contributionship For the Insurencg

of Housesg From Loss By Fire, Policy No. 1745:

vaowd

A House belonging to David Deshler situate on the southweaf/blde

of the main street in Germantown nearly opposite the market House

/

three Roonsi an entry, and stair-case on a floor, Rooms below all
L

Flnluht with a Brést, Takhernacle framc, & mantle, walnscoted
i

pedlbtal)high, and~Doubl.2 cvrnlce round “Entry wainrscoted pedlstal
rr .-\.p ' ‘
High and doUble cornlce,\uower floo£/30wclcd and narrow boards.

- aSe cond storyy ‘each Room flnluht w;th a BreastA a mantle on two of

(o]
. 2m. 1st. 177k

;u,

N
36 feet front \\35 feet deepl\ Two sto{y high. 18 Inch stone walls T

them, Subbace klrtlhﬂ & orngle cornice Round \\In51de window shut-

" ters - Two story of! Open Newel Qtalrs\ the flrst walnocoted and

S
Brackcte%k the Second Bracketed and,half Rall up the wal%x the

%:rret Plalstered - away out on the Roof and Iron Rails near each

\ 1% the Roof Palnted wlth two ‘coates = Modllllon and Frett in

o)
the g;ont Eveiakand Plain Dorick Frontlspleceﬂ'a Plaln Cornlce Back;-

Balcony f rom the Second floor The whole Palnued outside ard in51de

g

d .
even to the Garret, and Quite New. - ‘
—— .

.
Sam Wethcréll Jr.

\\\ .
. “. L 500 -@ 30/ &c

.‘,,\"~ s k3 : Y. ._'
#Az copied in the historiccl research files, IIDE

8 o . : : and in the Tiles
ol the Philcdelphia Historical Cormiscion.

141
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APPENDIX B

SAMUEL BUCKLEY MORRIS: 1839, Contributicnship Policy No. 633&:
I have Resurveyed the within described House for Samuel B.

'

feet - two storics hlgh ~ Kltchon,lé_ﬁeeg by_l? ft one story high -

'the Jﬂder story of the fivrst is divided in//;q/rooms - the floor or

s/L" yel ow pine plain base round, single nouldlngs -~ folding doors,
painted, glass 8 by 10", outside shutters - The 2nd story 1@9
rooms - floor of wide rOvEL hbcrv boards plaln base round dbl
avchiﬁraves to one door - one large closet - glass 8 by lO" out side
shutters - Kltchen floor of white plne, plain base, single mouldings -

e
L

mantle shelf - & a dresser with sash doors shed roof - plastered-‘

cove eave tin gutters & plpe. a shlngled shed over the Kitchen door -

A Plazza back of the main house 9—1/2 feet by 21-1/2 feet - supported
—e

by two plaln Colums - & a pilaster - plastercd cieling - plain eave -

& sh*ngled roof. - floor of yallow plne. ;> e : <
. 2 Mo, 9th, 1839 - .: - < . John C. Evans . =~ : ;
: 5 A . I i
A T I 7 . e e o :
= e

Sam} B; Morris |

(endorsed: 1745 / Dav1d Deshler / Feb. 1, l77h / now / Elliston &

-~

John Perot)

NS



APPENDIX B

SAMUEL BUCKLEY HORRIS, 1845, Onﬁl"lbuth"lQ hip Pohcy No. 633k4:

I have Surveyed a Stone ,Hom;se & back build-ix‘qgs belonging to .
Samuel B. Morrls, situate on the south west side of the main street
in Geimantown, OppOQlte Church Lane -- The House belng 36 feet front,
3; feat deep,—-tio sitting r’uoms-—lé feet by 30—1/2 feet - all two

stm ins high, Klt\,hen 16 fﬂ = b 17 feet, one_story high. 18" stone

T em———— ——

walis. - “h2 lower story of the main House is divided.into a large
Hall & scrircase, & thres raemi, - The floor of clean narrow ycllow
pine; Liese round, & all wanns2otted, subbase hlgh doubh, faced archl—-

traves to the doors, kreo'd st the top, & single architraves to the

' 'm.nc‘g.r s, pannel'd chimne; breasts & breast closets. - plain man*lcs. -

L (torn) ~
Glané & by 10" outside S'ﬂlquI‘o\, - The 2nd Story : m three _ _

- - . vt o om A

wide passage - t}‘e flﬂor cf clean, narrow ycllow pine, plain base &

subbaso round, smple arvhl A es, panm,l'd chlmney breasts, pLaln

O:m

mangles & clocets, - 1288 5 by L pldln 1psxde shqtters, — The

. @ ,lxn three rooms & pessage - the ‘floor of clean w1de yellow pine,

<

plain base & 51nolr> ‘archi t,raves o= two cn‘cular dormer windows in front -

with fluted pilasters & pitch pcdlnen'o. ——\Opcn Ncwcl stalrb\lendlng

e et S

from the Hall into the garret - with open strlng, plain brackets, tum'd
ballusters & stralght rail painted, - wainscotted one storye & half rail

to the garret. ««@odllllon & dentil EBave front \pla;ln comice back.

R

tin gutters & plpn,. - \AT\e lower story back), in two room.),' the [‘loor of

ki

Samt

‘ S/hm yellow plnc, plain bace round, smg]e mouldings, one mantle shelf.

(continued)



. ‘ . APPENDIX B

SAMUEL BUCILEY MORRIS, 1845 ond 1851, Contributionship Policy No. 633h4:

. & large closets - folding doors between the rooms, painted. -- Glass

; 8 by 10ln outside shutterss - - - The[2nd toryy(n two rooms, the

{ floor of w1de yellow plne boards plain base round one <ett of double

architraves - one large, & 1 snall closet in the corners. Glasc |

8 vy 10ln out51de shutters. - plaouered cove Eave, tin gutter & p1pe.--
" Kitchen floor of com™ whito pine,. plaln base. single beads - Mantle
shelf - & dresser with sash doors, -~ Glass 8 by 1oln outside shutueré.v'
shed rcof, with plain rails roxnd - A balconx back of the southermost
‘parlowr - 9 ft. wide by 2L feet, Yéllow pine floors. plastered ceiling
turn'd ballusters & ploln fail on the upper_floo;; ~ plain frieze &

" cornice supported by 2 plain Columns. & pilaster against'the well, =~

.o 10th Mo, 26th 18)5 . John C. Evans
% - S h o SurVeyorA'L
o e 0

| Policy No. 633k D~ 2500 } D 55 [3/

\

— - —_— e : —_—

Agreed to be correcet

1
. Sam. B. Morris

" I have exanlned aﬂéurnacellately built in the Cellar of the above

; described house which appears_aafely constructed October 1Y 1851

D. R. Knight

| Surveyorx

9y



'APPENDIX B

SAMUEL BUCKLEY MORRIS, 1856, Contributionship Policy No. 633k:
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' APPENDIX B

o \ "\ o ., y
ELLISTOI PEROT MORRIS, 185C, iutual Assurance Company for Insuring
Housegs From Loss Ly rirc, Policy MNo. 7329: ) :

Survey. of ¥: Elliston P. Morris's Stone house & brick buildingisitusited on the South
side of the Main street in Germantown opposite Church Lane No. h782[s4k2]. Thirty six
feet front. Thirty five feet deep, two sitting rooms 16ft by 30 1/2 feet all two stoxes
high. Kitchen 16 by 17 feet one story high. 18 inch stone walls.

.~ “fihe lower story of main House is divided into a large Hall and stair-case %2% three

{rooms, The floors of clean narrow yellow pine base round, and all wainsciited, gurbase

Fhigh double Taced architraves to the doors kneed at top, and singlfmgﬁgyitizve to the

rwindows, paneled chimney breasts and breast closets plain minutia b §743s 8x10 outside
shiitters., : '

‘ Second story in three rooms and wide passage. The floor of clear narrow yellow pine

‘plain bas¢ and surbese round single architraves paneled chimney breasts plain mantles and
nhicloscets Glass 8x10 plain inside shutiers. of ] :

}' Garret . in three rocims and passege The floor , clear wide yellow pine plain base
and single architraves two circular dormer windows in front with flutted pilaster and
pitch pediment. Open newel stairs leading from Hall into the garret open string plain
brackets turned balliésters and straight rail pasinted wainscotted one svory and half
rail to garret Modillion and dental eave front, plain cornice back tin gutter and pipes.

' The lower story back in two rooms. The floor 5/&“ yellow pine, plain base around single
no@ings one mantle shelf and large closet folding doors between the rooms. Glass 8x10
outSide shutters. . o T ' T B e

'§pcond story in two,floor of wide yellow pine boards base around. ome sett of double
- architraves. one large and small closet in the corner. glass 8x10 outside shutters.
plastered code eave in gutter and pipe. ] i
o o Ea S S Mte Bl platn b shgle busts ancte shts and trose
porch [back] of %he South "o te shutters shed roof with plain rail around, A balcony
plastered ceilin . ern most parlour 9 ?eet yide by 22 feet -yellow pine floor

' X g, turned ballasters and plain rail on the upper floor, plairfrieze and

__ES£Q}9¢M$PPP°rteq by 2 plain columns and pilasters against the walls. ’ )

I£01193;gg“§lterations and_additions. The qne story kitchen has been revised to £31Q

storiZslin helplfione side of the same being wood and residing some 2 1/2 feet back f;bm
the front of the kitchen below with a plain wooden railing to same. The kitchen has been
enlarged some 5 feet in depth of brick one story high and that part covered with tin a
bqard shed over the door about 4 1/2 feet by 6 1/2 feet supported by 2 brackets also a
shed of about 5 feet by 10 feet the end of which adjoins the kitehen. In kitchen there-
is a cooking range Iron sink with hot and cold wvater, an additional dresser with doors
and dravers.| Second_story over kitchen in one room the floor of common white rine plain
vash board™and plain moulding a bath tub lined with hecad hot and cold water and sho;cr-
ba?h encloscd with doors end the walls lined above the Tub - There is a Galvernized Iron
b01lgr in this room which is connected with the cookins range below one twenty light
f?ldl?g window the glass 6x8 and two 12 light window gﬁécommon the glass 8x10 outside
v1net%on shutters. In_ng_}gﬁE_gpove opening to the roof there is a reservoir 6 1/2 feet
wide.{? fecet deep and 17 feet long lined with lecad which supplies the bath and kitche;

, ‘ e s . o .

?el -T?e gas pipes are plastered in&in the lower story main and back buildi g,
huarince in cellar. The ab%ve is copied from a survey in the Contributi FHU.

Office [Policy No. 6334; 10%R Mo, 16 ; ) Geonge V. et

C | . . 5 107" Mo. 16th 1845; John.C. Evans Surveyor] George W. ifharton

AM?QL%3W}868 Turn over
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APFENDIX B

BLLISTON P. MORRIS, 1868, Mutual Amsurance Co., Policy lio. 7329:

on viewing the within described property I find a one g%orv,nart brick officef?]-proof
rolling blinds erccted and adjoining said premises 16 ~ 4 T by 1h4 £T7) hiped roof

most plain wood cornice tin roof and conductor brick work two sides 3 feet from ground
rolling blinds above same Two doors rolling blinds above panels below one 12 lignt
window frame 12 glass 10x12 sash double hung vinction blinds or shutter to [illegible -
word] walls painted Dbrick floor ceiling plastered o _

On further cxamination I find the following improvements and alterations\pining room
wach boards moulding on same Marble mantle Sl6set sholved Hinge arawers 6 panel
door to same double worked finish eround doors and windows i inch moulding wide jemds
~nd oeads to Doors and windows sill & [illegible word]}. Twa.doorways.to yard,_on
outside panel door, > panels in each goor. Sash door in two parts on inside 4 gless in
each 12x16 panels below Passage way 1o kitchen 2 Closets shelved 2 Six panel doors
double worked. : ) . i

Two 6 panecl double worked{ggg”to dining room the other to kitchen finish around doors
and window same as dining room.” ~ Kitchen.one dresser 4 ledge doors 2 drawers one closet
shelved. 2 ledge doors ione six panel door to cellar double worked finish around doors
end windows 3 inch mouldimg}nm:sash door 9 glass 9 1/2 x 15 1/2 panelf below

Mﬂ‘water closet china receiver seat risers and 1lid necessary fixtures to §amé /
Trom nursury to passage way or door way 6 panel doors double worked (i1legible word]
18(7] to passage way steps and risers. o ,
Rooﬁ~covered with tin with exception of front on Germantown pike.

' : ' ' George W, Wharton

May 131 1868.

Note There is a Malsinger furnace in the front Cellar and a Similar One in rear building.
Also the lead bath tub has been removed, and a planished copper one in its stead, & in the
Kitchen a Soap Stone - sink taked the place of the Iron one, the hydrent in mk out Kitchen ' .
is a double one. : : - . '
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JPPERDIX B
ELLISTON P. ORRIS, 1868, Contributionship Policy No. $33h:
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‘ . APPERDIX B

FLLISTON P. NORRIS, 1871, Contributionship Policy No. 633k:

)%7/« hmh—//afu //M % /ﬂ/ﬁé//yﬁ /l’.(ﬁ() Gor Pt it cfrdorioct (,«/)J .
LStert— da/pc //////// Ry //.// //a,//;a/. ﬂw)mw.eé Plcl &//’Lfa.é-,&

55744//;Z£;¢ﬁ47 c(z(?fyﬂ/ b v Ser ¢2¢ﬂh/LZZZZZJ 2lzs, /9Z&7L/A%;//i242w“ﬂ}/.aﬂf/,* ,
uf:4¢fé /uf\///ﬁ//c 6%2a4¢¢41424 v¢ﬁ? A acel— i??faa// R e & c(bz7/fu.4114&,

//é;./iﬁzo k%z //V,/fV // L§72§4f&/:;&%z>:*7i
& /?t(z/ / % Ww '*/

ELLISTON P. MORRIS, 1884, MMutuel Assurance Policy Fo. 7329:

The folkowing Alteratlons have bcen n_made. - :

Second,siory_haik oulldlno. Wash room flnlshed with walnut caps. lining boards &c.
one ndow at rear end removed. - Sash door one light of plate glass 22' by 32° {wenty four
aitt 5 by 5'.in ditto, inside walnut shutters..ir- place thereof.

« A sccond story over out Kitchen 9ft by |8ft 6° one side and end of frame plane &
groved boards covered with feth [?] and outside w1th/fed wood octegon shingles. other
side brick. 7In roof & gutters waod cornice. Pil sters reeded and beaded with moulded
cap outside of windows. story divided into/Two room;}) 8/h sash door, one light of plate
glass 22 by 26' eight lights 5 by 5'. panel slide inside iron sink wood sink and water.
one wood mantle shelf. one side of one room finished with drawers. closets end shelves,
moulded skirting, Doors & Windows finished with 4' reeded & beaded Architraves. one

onelight window glass 13 by 17'. one light of ruby & one ditto white plate. one ‘I'win

window. Two sash in each with center- -glass 1k by 20'." elght side lights 5 by 5' doudle
hurng. . one window sash hung and on hinges, dlamond chassed glass. one wood mantle shelf.
one closet. 5/4 five panel ditto. kgig}rway & closets enclosed by planed & groved boards .’
one small closet over top of stairs aﬁ&fone aitto over large closet.

(Contirued)
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APPENDIX B

ELLISTON P. MORRIS, 1884, Mutual Assurance Co. Policy No. 7329:

: - First story out Kitchen, ceiling lined with planed & groved boards. straight

stairs to second Story. plank horses. yellow pine steps. under part of horses & side
enclosed by planed & groved boards. rail at top. All of Roofing now of Tin. two
i galvanized iron ventelators on top. for ventelating garret. Cellar doors ‘steps to
cellar sash door at foot. 12 lights of glass 12 by 16: ; .
= QA one story brick privy. 10 ft. 6' by 10 £t 6! Tin roof. wood cornice.
Divid=d irto four apartincntg. Iwo of ditto with one large & one small hole. & two
of ‘ditto with two large and one small hole with lids. four windows 6 lignt sash glass
8 by 10' hung on hinges venetian shutters. beaded skirting.. Doors & Windows finished
twith 2' Mouldings ledge & panel doors. : : ) )
i Rough board fence 6 ft high with posts on all sides of yard. ddnk fence at
' street 6 Tt highsakk by 4' red cedar posts 4 by 4' top and bottom rail. S/ & 127
i planed & groved fence boards. 4° top. panel gate. iron grating panel slide hung on
| hinges. large gate hung on strap hinges. latch and dead latch. It iseggfégﬁg&'ithat
'this insurance covers fences & privy, provided the other perpetual insurance also doors.
' L ~ - s Alfred Ogden

‘Surveyor

Mar. 27. 1884

ELLISTON P, MCRRIS, 1887, Contributicnchin Policy No. 633h:
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APPENDIX B

ELLISTON P, MORRIS, 1887, Contributionship Policy No. G323k
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APPERDIX B

ELLISTON P. MORRIS, 1909, Contributionchip Policy No. €23k

R pZA . .
& have Gm”ﬁiﬂéé the above and fina a 2 1/2 brick g}tension(plastered on the
outsido) about 19' x &' forming a short pacsage and toilet on 1st floor, a

i. bath room on 2nd and another bath on the Zré floor. 4djoining this is a
cmedl flue for the cew gas water heater in Cellar, B

‘” Thercis a clothes closet in short passage.

r‘ Toilet has tile floor and wainscot, porcelain wash basin 2hd closet, hard .

i

!

f

wood seat, lid and tank covering.

':Bath in 2nd flcor has tile floor and wainscot, porcelain wash basin, closet
' ; and taok coveding, enamelled seat and lid, enamelled bath tub and large c¢l-t.
'”"cloth0° closct. 2.small closets one either side of door to bath." it
: Bath in &rd has tile floor.and wainscot, small sized pcrcelain wash banin, - -
ALl sct of porcelain, hord wood seat, lid end tank covering, an ensmelled froh;
i tub ond e large clcthes closet with drawers. j
: f‘djnccnt to this is 8_1 story brick exteosion 7' x 7', adjoianing the latter

%6 o 3 _story brick extension 7' * 28 1/2' and adjoining this onc 7' * 36',
M1 of these are on the West side and plasiered on outside. : f
Jn_the Gellar one heater has been replaccd by a hot water hcating boi]br.
_ There is also a small boiler for heating the conservatory, n_ggligggigti:i_/
T mith wooden steps, 8 provision closet, and hand elcvator in brick shaft with
I) ,doors oo each floor ana a wire-glass skylight in metal frames, electric niros
ﬁ: in pipes, end a new stairwsy te Ist fleor.

T . L 1ct floor part of fest wall in aining rcom torn out making qrched openings

.

l in%o new section alzo aew closets ouilt,

}i; The bantry elso’is enlarged and B new wood dressers, copper sink with nickle
ploted faucets, wood drip boaro marnle splasher and rough opaque gless ip -

. windous, . . _

"l: The Litchen has enamelled iron sink, wood drip,tiled floor and wainscot

. - about oink; end a new cupboard. Ther€are 3 soapstone wash trays wilih
E;;m?”‘““cd lidg, hot oud cold Anacct Water closet with morble under poroeln'n
™ " bowl, hard wood sact y lid and tank coverind. S

i
j Und floor rcar has a passage with 2 large linen closets and a hopper clo“at;
I Rath room with wood wainscot, enamelled iron bath tub, porcelain bowl and
! Bard wood seat, 1id and tank covering.
y Room over the dininy roon erlarzed by removiay wall and a very largc closet
I built id. _ )
The rcof has beern raised over middle section of rear and 3 windows added.
l The old tath roor_ir Zod floor.ncw has a marble top wash stand and closot
® with haro wood sest, lid and tank covering, both with modern plumoin g,
d

Cellar has coccrete floor thropghaut, )

Feb., 28, 1209, : ﬁa/«m&xfw Surveyor.

(4 fC((’(’f/u P Larmw/
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-APPENDIX B

ELLISTON P. MORRIS, 1909, Mutual Asgsurance Policy 7329:

;ur\fcy of the -Three Story brick rough cest Additions to the propcrty of Mr. Ellistop P
.olrge situated on the west side of Main Street No shlk2 Germentowr. Dimensions T{° by

64O ana 62" by 19/2", These brick cdditions are built on the North end of the_

-property with Openings to the the same_throusin the old Original vell, CO“““ruEzZE_iﬂ—é—zggx
sut{fEEilzi.L°nn“t;._iﬂjjj&udnl_bhraprhout—. Tin X0OLSs Coppcr rain COMauCtorss Brick
flevator shalt with with s tylight top of rough hamcered glass. Freight elevator running
from bascment to attic W1th all’ the necessary ropes pulleys end safety devices. Heated

by hot water-ges and electric lights. A1l underdrained

First floor front a Toilet end Qloak.room. Two windows DM sash 12 R?s ‘8 by & am gless.
Inside shutters four fold with1ion gratlngs outside 6 panel doors. Oak floor in cloak

room. Jerge closet with shelves and hooks., Toilet room has tile floor side wells tiled

with glazed tiles 55" highe. One porcelain water closet with low Xank. Ozk seat &Lid.

One porcelain pedestel weshstend. Kichel plated fixtures all of good quality. 6" ;
architrave 8" Moulded bese. Brass hardvare. ) \
Two small rooms connected witn dining room with Elevetor shaft in centre. One window !
each D.H. Sesh one light 30" by 30". 6 Ditto 10" by 10 in each sish., One circular !
head Opening from dining room to each small room with plain pilaster finish with moulded
bese & Cap Yellow pine floor. e L

. One Pantry. One window D.H. Sesh One;ff-eo" by 20 1/2 Six Ditto 10" by 10", tuls blinds

i 4 folde Two Dressers 67" long 9 2" High with 20" ash counter shelf four doors with 4wo

; panel each° four Ditto with one panel eache two drawers each bronze locks and pulls

\

| “one copper planished sink 18" by 20" with ash drip board oL" by 81" with rarble splash
| 12" nichel plated plumbing. o ,
| One Pantry. one window casement sash four Lts 10" by 12" each am glass Bronzed hardware.
| Inside. shutters 6-fold. one closet in two parts with three doors one panel each hinged.
l .One closet one 6 panel doors 4" architrave 8" Moulded base
One Pantry. One window same as above. Tile floor. One enameled sink with splash 20" by
, 32" with ash drip board. the space back of same 2L" by 69" tiled 5 feet high. H & C water
| Iaundry. One window casemenf sash 4 Lts same as above. One sash door 9 Lts 9" by 1L" am

glass. One Ditto One Lt-20" by 30" One three part Stationary wash trays with Lids. a

. H & C water

{ Small Toilet room with small window one porcelain vater closet with low down tank on slate
slab 30" by 32".

1 Plain Open yellow pine stairs to Cellar. T areas with blue stone curb. Iron gratings with

; sash and screens. One Opening from yard to Cellar. blue stone face wood cellar Doors. heavy

¢ horses ©nd yellow pine steps. One wood hanging shelf one Ditto harble

: One Rudd hot water Hcater -

2cond Story Back ’

22 Pathroom. One window one Lt 16 1/2" by 25"« 6 Ditto 8" by 8" Inside blinds 4 fold. room

. wainscoted with tongue & grooved boexrds w pine 50" High' One enameled bathtub, One porcelein

! watcr closct ond tank Ock seat and 1id Nichel plated fixtures. ycllow pine floor 4"

, architreve

i Onc small room 22% by 28' Tlle floor side walls tlled S feet high. One ennmeled stop

hopper H%:C water.

{03
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APPENDIX B

ELLTSTON P. MORRIS, 1909, tiutual Assursnce Policy Ko. 7329:

One Pentry with two windows swme as aboves One Linen closet fitted up with shelves. Doorse.

Closets etc. Two small Closets. -
mwo windows one light 21" by 31's 6 Dltto 10" by 10" am glass in each ‘

Scconrl Story front

"Tvo.windows DH Sesh one llaht 24 1/2" by 30 1/2" Six Ditto 10" by 12" in each am glass

One closet shelved.

Bathroom. Three windows D.H. Sesh 18 Lts 8" by 8 1/2" em glass. Inside blinds % fold.
Pronze Hardwerce. One roll rim enamel bathtub. one porcelain water closet with low tanke
Cne porcelain pedestal weshstand 24" by 34" Tile floor side walls tiled 61" High with
glaned tiles One closet. brass hardvare. S" srchitrave room finished in white enamel.
Third Story front. Bathroom.

One sash Goor one light 23" Iy 95" plate gless. Three windows. DH Sash 12 Lts each 8" by
10" am gless. Inside blinds b fold. One front window circular heed 9" by 12" glass 5 cut
to pattern. One enemeled Bathtub

. One porcelain water closet-with low down tank. Cherry seot & lid. One porce ela.m washstand

20" by 24" H. C. water. Nichkel plated pluxbing. One Large closet.

Third. story. Loft or store room

Three windows. Yellow pine closed stainray ete '

All the plumbing is of fine quality &1l the work i1s in Keeping with the OIiginaJ. Building

Walter Txt,dy\{ Surve_/m
April 29%h 1909

INSPECTED APR 22 1912 THIS BUILDING RDMNS AS PER SURVEY, . :
Valter Tryday

SURVEXCR.

Joy

-
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APPENDIX B

ELIZARETH CANBY MORRIS, 1940, Mutual Assurance Policy No. 732%:

DATE. +1Qv21¢15%0. . POLICY NOvoee73294 0000 s ASSUREDe oo ELIZABETH CANBY KORRISeeeseosssansss

.0..'l".............'...0.....0.0....0...'...".'0.lO...O.l.’.l.‘...'Q."..'.'...C..Cﬁ...

‘THE SEVERAL CLAUSES SET OUT BELCJ ARE HEREBY INCORPORATED INTO AND MADE A
PART OF THIS POLICY; IN ALL OTEER RESPZCTS THE POLICY REFAINING UNCHAKGED.

1

1. PERMISSIONS GRANTED

. OTHER IK3URANCE.

Permigsion is hereby granted‘for otherlinsurance without notice
until required.

WORK AND MATERIALS CLAUSE. Permission is hereby granted for such use of the Premises

‘a8 is usual end incidental to the occupancy herein described and to keep and use all gsuch
appliances, devices, articles and materlals, including such materizls &s are prohidited by
the printed conditions of thigs policy, in such quentities as are usual and incidental to
such occupancy, provided, however, that the foregoing permission shall no%t be construed

to permit the storage of gasoline motor gz vehicles, and is granted subject to the
conditions of any automobile warranty which iay be attached to this policy.

MISCELIANEQUS. Permissioﬁris also granted without fuffhe; hotice for
hereby insured to reirain. unoccu

he building haxe
pled or vacant; to use electric current; to use fuel o1l 2c
for heating; and to make such elterations, additions and repairs as do not increase the
hazard, and this policy to cover thereon.

2. CONDITION OF BUILDING

Yy reason of neglect of the Assure
or if.the building or any rpart
then the insurance under this policy shall

. _ b
If the building described herein become untenantable/
thereof fall except as the result of fire,

t
immediately cease. ,

¢
- 3. ACTS OF WAR, EXPLOSION X
ectly or indirectly by Acts of War,
or mililary Or usurped power, or
under Item ¢ 4 below; or losses
t for the damage by fire only.

4. ACTS OF CIVIL AUTHORITY '

This policy does not insure ‘against loss caused dir
jﬁvasion, Insurrection, Riot, Civil War or Commotion,

by order of any Civil Authority other than as provided
caused by explosion, unless fire ensues, & in that even

This Policy covers direct loss . and dama
destruction executed by order of duly constituted civil autho
to retard the spread thereof, provided, however,

directly or indirect}y by or xrdt incident to:

32 to the described broperty caused by acts of

rity during a conflagration
the zang conflagration 1s not caused

var, invasion or other w
(whctuer wor Le declared or nouy; riot, insurrcetion, or civil couwotion;” wilivery or
usurped poirer; subject, moreover, to &l the other terms and conditions of this policy,
This Company shall not be liable, however, for more than the amount for which it would
have been 1liable had the loss been caused by fireé.

arlike operations

26§
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.  APPEMDIX B

ELIZATETH CAIBY !IORRIS, 1940, Mutual Assurcence Co. Policy lio. 7329:

5. APPORTIONMENT OF LOSS

This company shall not be liable for a greater proportion of any loss under this
policy than the amount hereby insured shall bear to the whole insurance whether n valid
or not, and whether collectible or note

6+ LIGHTHNING

1. Except as hereinafter provided, this policy also covers direct loss or demage to
the property described in this policy caused by lighining (meaning thereby the commonly
accepted use of the term "Lightning" and in no case to include loss or damage caused by
cyclone, tornado or windstorm) whether Tire ensues or note.

) "9, If electrical appliances or devices of any kind are covered under this policy,
this company shall not be lisble for any electrical injury or disturbance to the said
electricel eppliances or devices) whether from artificial or natural causes unless fire
ensues, but if fire does xnou ensue, then, in comsideration of the rate of preminm at
ywhich this policy is written, this company shall be liable for its proportion of loss
or demage ceused by such ensuring fire.

-

3.. It is also & condition of this policy that if there be other fire insurance upon
the proporty covered, this company shall be liable only for such proportion of any direct
loss or damsage caused by fire or by ligatning as the amount of this policy bears to the
whole amount of fire insurance applying, whether such other insurdnce contains a similer
clausc or note

4, The liabllity of this company for any or all of the hezards covered under the
[1llegible ] the amount stated in this policy and except =i es specified
herein shall be subject to all of the terms and conditions of this policy.

)

0 b



APYEIDIX B

g%

/)1; utual Assurance Co. Poli

ELIZ/BETH CANBY MORRIS, 1

" RE-SURVEY
POLICY Ro. 7329

MARTHA CANBY MORRIS, Owner for Life,
then to ELIZABETH CANBY MORRIS,

! On plestered stone, brick and frame
! dwelling house situate No. 542 Gep-
[ . mentown Avenue,‘Germantowg,Phila-
.. delphia, Penna,

|

|

| AMOUNT  $2,500 @ 2% = - $50.00
i . .

' : . .
Policy Cancelled Jen. 5, 1951

| DATE OF POLICY October 23, 1867

907



. ' - APPEFDIX C *
DESHLIR HCUSS PAIRT BILL, 1772-3-

e g e | e ey e Ny e _..\r, '\

///}‘ @(21:9 22 /1&//‘ ' /f' i)/&f'f) Cz)ﬁzzzz;z'ic /ti : , RN

. y w 5‘ % (/71//2 /607[/ ﬂ{’yl&f‘j w/j‘._«
///9 SRR SR S DR S -5
/ﬂ/' /‘ 2. / 2 a///f L “’(f/ ‘ //5‘
Wiy b2 of L4z o el g 6
4 Z/LZMZ / 2. al” Sy %j‘ / /6‘-“—
/‘j} /59// / i af - Z a/i[ : @, / . ""f' .
/. \ ;; L ‘/ 2 . -. i'.’ ) ‘¢ _
I’\(' ,1 /;Z” Z// ? a/g/ _.; :2. a//j{ \ //J )

7’54 7. / / / A 5 -
Fars 1777 |« , 4 i
,177:; /}\’:\{ ﬂ ;71 7 7@75 9ML3 /7/;&; cz/ ; 9 ;5

. (M / O Dprie 2 fimih o 2 //50‘
L 70 "‘41 @” 7‘%6 / f—m a/j N 3
§ 7/—}1 77:7//ﬁ C—~/.717w/ i
/L 39%«/ -/;V}LC (75//&{8/)’ wf‘% <. _‘ . -?. . —
S : e 54)’{ 5/“//"61/2 07;/72, . /, g St e
/774 // 7L /ur;zflzz //p Lo/ Dorec 2 Zrpecs a6 y i /. - ;_;i‘-.-,k.»
/49 ﬂﬂ///// % 7. (2,070& / /;fwej ‘,}/w /7§?

A\/i’/{—a/}l/ /.

'-'_: ". : "3
f,ﬁﬁl/p/r“;; {3‘/(,«, / 1/1/‘// / /;7 /ﬂ/%//‘é ““Qs% -
'{ ' oy 1///’5[2)//-/ /4; 3},21 : 6

R\’Sx\\

Q

a‘,;\w

N

-y
bR

t :
t

. % From collcetions of Ceronntown Historical Society.

208



APPERNDIX D
DESILER EAMILY ADVERTISEMENTS
FOR S OF" HOUSE
1/89 dnd 1792

Penngylvanis Qaoettc, Aprili 2k , 1782, p. 2, cclunn &:

TO BL &CLD

A HOUSL AMD LOT, situcte on thc west gide of the wein siree
in Germentown, on :irvy, high situction, commending ¢n rrree-

«ble prospect of the zdjeczat country. Thﬂ house iz "5 feet
front, tnd L0 fect dzep, 2 cteries high, 4 roows on & fleor,
all Tinished in the rost elec:int wmanner; there are also suit-
eble baclk buildings, all in good order, and a punp of excel-
lent water in the yard. The lot contains about two acres, on
which ig an orchardé of the best grafted Tnuit of verious kinds,

T g
and a large garder pailed in. Any person inclining to purchase
may be informed of the terns, Ly ¢pplying to the subkscriber, in
Philacdelphia,
David Deshler

(ec copied for research notes at ILDE)

Dunlsp's Advertiser, April 1k, 1792

To be'Sold, Pursuant to the leeb Will end Testament of Devid
Deshler, late of thz City of Philadelphia, ceceased, A House

and Lot of Ground, Situste on the west gide of the mein sitreet
in Germentown, ebout 6 miles frow the city. ' The houze being

Lo feet front, 45 feet deep, 2 Stories high, 3 rooms on & floor,
exclusive of a large hall in which 1s the staircase, the whole
finished in en elegant menner, o«nd in complete order, with
conveniént back buildings 2 steries high, a stable un“ chair-

house, and & pump in the yard. The lot is 100 feet front on

the seid street, and about 800 feet deep, contéining a great
variety of the best grafted fruit trees, a large gardcn ine
closed with peils. The situation is hWﬂh and ple_;vnt, command-

ing 2n agreeable prospect of the dagacgnt groun vhoeve

inclines to purchese mey know the terms b dpﬁTywnw to Joseph..
Ferec, =sq. neer the premises, or ip the smoccvlbgr~ in Phila-
delphiz, John Morton, Mary Lewis, Catherine Roberts, executors.

0 9
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APPENBIX E

DAVID DESHIER, GERMANTOWN TOMNSHIP ASSESSHEITS, 1783-179

1783~ David Deshler - 2 acres & dwellln& £550
1785+ Lavid Deshler - 2 scres & dwelling +600
1780~ David Deshler -~ 2 acres & dwelling 450
1787~ Dzvid Deshler -~ 2 acres & dwelling 1,450
1788- David Deshler - 2 acres & dwelling 4450
1791~ David Deshler - 2 1/2 acres & Gwelling 1500

4 acre & dawelling %182
1792~ David Deshler - 2 1/L acres & dwelling 1682

ISSAC FRANKS, GERMANTOWN TOWNSHIP ASSBSSMENTS, 1793-4

1793~ Iszac Frenks (Broker)

-2 acres % dwelling 1600
1 horse ® 10

1 cow b

-30 oa. plate 1 12
1 chair 1 15
personsl 5 60

1701

1794~ Issac Franks (Broker)

2 acres & dwelling 3600
. 1 horse 5 Lo-
1 light waggon 3 40

30 oz. plate 3 12
‘personal i, 60
' 1722

1

Ag copied for research notes, INDE,
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*FIFTH ANNUAL ADDRESS TO CONGRESS

Philadelphia, December 3, 1793.4
Fellow Citizens of the Scnate,
and of the House of Representatives

Since the commencement of the term, for which 1 have been
again called into office, no fit occasion has arisen for expressing
to my fellow Citizens at large, the deep and respectful sense,
which I fecl, of the rencwed testimony of public approbation.
While on the onc hand, it awakened my gratitude for all those
instances of affectionate partiality, with which I have been
honored by my Country; on the other, it could not prevent
an carnest wish for that retirement, from which no private
consideration should ever have torn me. Butinfluenced by the
belicf, that my conduct would be estimated according to its real
motives; and that the people, and the authorities derived from
them, would support excrtions, having nothing personal for
their object, I have obeyed the suffrage which cemmanded me
to resume the Exccutive power; and I humbly implore that
Being, on.whose Will the fate of Nations depends, to crown
with success our mutual endeavours for the general happiness.

As soon as the War in Europe had embraced those Powers,

‘with whom the United States have the most extensive relations;

.

there was reason to apprehend that our intercourse with them
might be interrupted, and our disposition for peace, drawn into
question, by the suspicions, too often entertained by belligerent
Nations. It scemed therefore to be my duty to admonish our
Citizens of the consequences of a contraband trade, and of hos-
" tile Acts to any of the parties; and to obtain by a declaration of
the existing legal state of things, an easier admission of our
right to the immunitics, belonging to our situation, Under
these impressions the Proclamation, which will be laid before
, You, was issucd.
. Inthis posture of affairs, both new and delicate, I resolved to
. adopt genceral rules, which should conform to the Treatics, and
assert the priviledges, of the United States. These were re-
duced into a system, which will be communicated to you. Al-
though I have not thought mysclf at liberty to forbid the Salc
of the prizes, permitted by our treaty of Commerce with France
tobe brought into our ports; I have not refused to cause them to
be restored, when they were taken within the protection of
our territory; or by vessels commissioned, or equipped in a
- warlike form within the limits of the United States.
It rests with the wisdom of Congress to correct, improve or
enforce this plan of procedure; and it will probably be found

S A
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expedient, to extend the legal code, and the Jurisdiction of the
Courts of the United States, to many cases, which, though de-
pendent on principles already recognized, demand some fur-
ther provisions.

Where individuals shall within the United States, array
themsclves in hostility against any of the powers at war; or
enter upon Military expeditions, or enterprizes within the juris-
diction of the United States; or usurp and exercise judicial
authority within the United States; or where the penaltics on
violations of the law of Nations may have been indistinaly
marked, or are inadequate; these offences cannot receive too
early and close an attention, and require prompt and decisive
remedies.

\Whatsoever those remedies may be, they will be well admin-
istcred by the Judiciary, who possess a long established course
of investigation, effectual process, and Officers in the habit of
executing it. In like manner; as several of the Courts have
dounbted, under particular circumstances, their power to liber-
ate the vessels of a Nation at peace, and even of a citizen of the
United States, although seized under a false colour of being
hostile property; and have denied their power to liberate cer-

tain captures within the protection of our territory; it would -

scem proper to regulate their jurisdiction in these points. But
if the Exccutive is to be the resort in cither of the two last men-
tioned cascs, it is hoped, that he will be authorized by law, to
have facts ascertained by the Courts, when, for his own infor-
matinn, he shall request it.

I cannot recommend to your notice micasures for the fulfil-
ment of onr cutics to the rest of the world, without again press-
ing upon you the necessity of placing oursclves in a condition of
compleat defence, and of exacting from them the fulfilment
of their dutics towards ns. The United States ought not to
endulge a persuasion, that, contrary to the order of human
events, they will for ever keep at a distance those painful appeals
toarms, with which the history of every other nation abounds.
Therc is a rank due to the United States among Nations, which
will be withheld, if not absolutely lost, by the reputation of
weakness. If we desire to avoid insult, we must be able to repel
it; if we desire to secure peace, one of the most powerful instru-
ments of our rising prosperity, it must be known, that we arc
at all times ready for War. -

The Writin-se of George Washinpgton

oo




APPEFDIX I

The documents, which will be presented to you, will shew
the amount, and kinds of Arins and military stores now in our
Magazines and Arsenals: and yet an addition even to these sup-
plies cannot with prudence be neglected; as it would leave

" nothing to the uncertainty of procuring a warlike apparatus,

in the moment of public danger. Nor can such arrangements,
with sueh objects, be exposed to the censure or jealousy of the
warmest friends of Republican Government. They are incapa-
ble of abuse in the hands of the Militia, who ought to possess a
pride in being the depositary of the force of the Republic, and
may be trained toa degree of encrgy, equal to every military ex-
igency of the United States. But it is an inquiry, which cannot
be too solemnly pursucd, whether the act “more cffectually to
provide for the National defence by establishing an uniform
Militia throughout the United States” has organized them so as
to produce their full effect; whether your own experience in
the several States has not detected some imperfections in the
schemnc; and whether a material feature inan improvementof it,
ought not to be, to alford an opportunity for the study of those
branches of the Military art, which can scarcely ever be attained
by practice alone? ’

The connexion of the United States with Europe, has become
extremely interesting. The occurrences, which relate to it, and
have passed under the knowledge of the Exccutive, will be cx-
hibited to Congress in a subsequent communication.

When we contemplate the waron our fronticrs, it may be truly
affirmed, that every reasonable effort has been made to adjust
the causcs of dissension with the Indians, North of the Ghio.
The Instructions given to the Commissioners cvince a mod-
eration and equity proceeding from a sincere love of peace, and
a liberality, having no restriction but the essential interests
and dignity of the United States. The attempt, howecver, of an
amicable negotiation having been frustrated, the troops have
marched to act offensively. Although the proposcd treaty did
not arrest the progress of military preparation; it is doubtful,
how far the advance of the Season, before good faith justificd
active movements, may retard them, during the remainder of
the year. From the papers and intelligence, which relate to this
important subject, you will determine, whether the deficicncy
in the number of Troops, granted by law, shall be compensated
by succours of Militia; or additioral encouragements shall he
proposed to recruits. An anxicty has been also demonstrated by
the Exccutive, for peace with the Crecks and the Cherokees.
The former have been relieved with Corn and with clothing,
and offensive measures against them prohibited during the re-
cess of Congress. To satisfy the comphaints of the latter, prose-
cutions have been instituted for the violences commitied upon
them. But the papers, which will be delivered to you, disclose
the critical footing on which we stand in regard to both those
tribes; and it is with Congress to pronounce what shall be done.

After they shall have provided for the present cmergency, it
will merit their most serious lubours, to render tranquillity
with the Savages permanent, by creating ties of interest. Next
to a rigorous execution of justice on the violators of peace, the
establishizent of commerce with the Indian nations in behalf

of the United States, is most likely to conciliate their attach-
ment. But it ought to be conducted without fraud, without
extortion, with constant and plentiful supplics; with a ready
market for the commoditics of the Indians, and a stated price
for what they give in payment, and receive in exchange. Indi-
viduals will not pursue such a traffic, unless they be allured by
the hope of profit; but it will be enough for the United States to
be reimbursed only. Should this recommendation accord with
the opinion of Congress, they will recollect, that it cannot be
accomplished by any mcans yet in the hands of the Executive.
Gentlemen of the Housc of Representatives

The Commissioners, charged with the settlement of Ac.
counts between the United and individual States, concluded
their important functions, within the time limited by Law; and
the balances, struck in their report, which will be laid before
Congress, have Licen placed on the Books of the Treasury.

On the first day of June last, an instalment of one million of
florins became payable on the loans of the United States in Hol-
land. This was adjusted by a prolongation of the period of
reimbursement, in nature of a new loan, at an interest at five
per cent for the term of ten years; and the expences of this oper-
ation were a commission of three pr Cent. .

The first instalment of the loan of two millions of dollars
from the Bank of the United States, has been paid, as was di-
rected by Law. For the sccond, it is necessary, that provision
should be made.

No pecuniary consideration is more urgent, than the regular
redemption and discharge of the public debt: on none can delay
be morc injurious, or an wconomy of time more vaiuable.

The productiveness of the public revenues hitherto, has con-
tinued to equal the anticipations which were formed of it; but
it is not cxpected to prove commensyrate with all the objects,
which have been suggested. Some auxiliary provisions will,
therefore, it is presumed, be requisite; and it is hoped that these
may be made, consistently with a due regard to the convenience
of our Citizens, who cannot but be sensible of the true wisdom of
encountering a small present addition to their contributions, to
obviate a future accumulation of burthens.

But here, I cannot forbear to recommend a repeal of the tax
on the transportation of public prints. There is no resource so
firm for the Government of the United States, as the affections
of the people guided by an enlightened policy; and to this pri-
mary good, nothing can conduce more, than a faithful repre-
sentation of public procecdings, diffused, without restraint,
throughout the United States.

An estimate of the appropriations, necessary for the current
service of the ensuing year, and a statement of a purchase of
Arms and Military storcs made during the recess, will be pre-
sented to Congress.

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives

The several subjects, to which I have now referred, open a
wide range to your deliberations; and involve some of the choic-
est interests of our common Country. Permit me to bring to
your remembrance the magnitude of your task. Without an un-
prejudiced coolness, thewelfarc of the Government may be haz-
arded; without harmony, as far as consists with freedom of
Sentiment, its dignity may be lost. But, as the Legislative pro-
ceedings of the United States will never, 1 trust, be reproached
for the want of temper or candour; so shall not the public hap-
piness languish, from the want of my strenuous and warmest
cooperations.*
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List of Articles fuifnfshed the Ho{fsehold of the Iresident of the

inited dtates o of whom
Lrticles Yurnished : ' Purchascd
.1 large Toilet Glass . “Beiry & Roger 4
3 ldarge Glass . lamps comwplete " 14 8
4 pair Silver balts with blue Glass " 19 4
2 do Silver bottle Stand " 12 16
4 do large Plated Candlesticks . " 22 8
2 Setts of 5 Glass Casters s3ilver o " . 24
1 1large Ival plated Vaiter " T 9 4
1 dn rund do £6,18 two " _ - 11 18
Small dn do £35 '
1 large plated tea pot : " 8
1 Plated Coffee Yrn with heater " 8 10
1 do do without " 7T 5
3 Large Oval Yaiters with landscapes " 14 8
1 of 13
. . -
2 smaller ¢& £6/8 two MahoR " 14 8
Knife cases £8 ) : o
.3 ditto Knife Cascs £9.12 two oo 13 4
: vire fenders £3.12 : _ '
4 pair Carvers Silver Hounted " 3 4
6 double doz. “nives % forks B | 30
+ Silver lount® :
1 plated bread basket n 8
2 Jappan'd Waiters 21,12 one do 10/ " 2 2
2 do dn 16/ one do 4/ " 1
1 Knife ion £1.8 two pair . " 3 16
Sconces 22,8 :
brass fenders 9,12 three doz " 19 1
Ivory handle Knives % forks,
deserts Silver mounted
1 dcz, Knives & forks Silver panels " .2 16
Z pair Guilt Tumblers . " 7T 4
4 do S5alt Spocns " ' 2 8
Ladys dressing liox ©5,12 two pT s
Glass lustre € 9.12
1 pair Glass lwstre 14.18.8 cne pair " 22 18 8
Andirone 28 carried forwvard
of whom purchasedf£299 15
- 2 of 13
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Articles Furnished

N". fwount brought forvard 299 15
). Plated tea UYrn £16.16 two oval top W LBuckle 30
bran £18.4 ‘
2  opongled top Liranches " 12 10
2 Plain top do f1l. two Small do 8 " 19
1 Oval >ilver frame £15 two Silver f{ish " 25 10
Knif £10.10
"1 pair Silver Salts’ ’ " 4 10
3 Flated Disk Crosses . " 16 6
2 Pair bottle Stands " S 6
2 lorre Ylated Vaiters " . 6
2 Smaller do £ 4 & two Steel Snuff 1.4 " 5 4
3 Ilair Silver Mounted Snuffers " 6
1 Plated Snuffer Stand 1 10
1 Plated >tand & Snuffers ' " 2 8
.2 Pair ¢? Goblets £9.12 four pair " 24
a? d¢ 2£14.8 .
4 Silver Tureen Ladles 16 19 9
4 doz Silver table Spoons - 58 9 7
4 3d0 Silver desert dQ . 33 17 1
0 Gji q i
4 do Silver Tea dao 3 of 13 | 17 8 ;
3 ‘pair Silver Butter Ladles _ . o .9
2 pair bdilver tea tongs ‘ " 2 14
1 Plated tea shell oo S
2 do Tankards " 11
2 do Pints £6.6 and d° Tea Cady £5 " 11 6
2 Steel Ceorks Screws ' " TN
8 Vhite betal ©© " /\W
4 Sets Breakfast China - Jad Roosevelt 14
2 Plated Snuffer Stands " 2 8
3 bBottles & Pasons : " 3
. 2 large bowls £4 four small d° £6 4 " 10
1 pair large Jars : ", 10
4 Jerendoles S14 aad %o £4 " 23 15 °
one d® 15.15 : . .
1 do £4.15 one do £4.18 two do £9.10 . - " 19 3
Card forward 701 14 6
of whom
. Articles Furnished Purchased
fmount broupht Fored - 700 1Y 6
1 large Chimney Piece Js. N, Roosevelt 12
2 Ellegait Carved Gold framd looking " 53 14

4 of 13
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3 pair Plated flat Candlesticks " 8 5
1 1large bordered Guilt Binn'd 1nok1ng glass " 29
_ Sundry lndia Peaper " 19 1 10
4 8 VPieccs Linnen 200 yards Jn® Shaw 54 13 4
3 Ditto DO 74 49 " 20 T
1 DPipe Madeira Yine 112 Galls " 112
51/2 gall d® @ 20/ in 2 doz Bottles at 4/ " 5 18
2 f{uarter Casks Port line " 24
2 Hampers Porter 8 doz. " 8
1 péice Linnen 24 yards " 6 16
Aéd for Error in the Linnen A " 2
5 1 Mahogany Clnsec Tress . Tho? Barling 21
1 llahopany Bureau on 6 10
1 best Mzhogany lash Stand " 4 10
1 a0 d° plain DO " 1 12
1 Mahogary Cabinet " 13
1 Mahogany Bedstead " 8 10
1 best Mahopany Circular side board " 19
1 pair Mahogany Card Tables n T
1 Mahngany Dining Table " 5
12 Ditto chairs " 21
8 Litto Plain Ditto " 123 4
q.’ S5 of 13
.1 Pair best inlaid Card Tables " 12
1 Best inlaid Tea Table " 6
1 &9 Mahopany Wash Stand n 4 10
1 @° a0 plain do ' " 1 12
1 a° da” Close Press " 21
' Carrd forward £ 1222 17 8
. of whon
Articles Furnished purchased
\o 5 Amount brought fored ThoS Burling 1222 17 8
1 Mahogany Night Stool & Pan " 6 2
3 Toilet Tables " 1 10
1 1Inlaid Freakfast Table " 5 15
2  liahogony “nife boxes " 1 .
1 iMlain d° Breakfast Table " 3
1 Dbitto Eatt lath 10
2 large Sett Eahogany Dining Tables 25
1 JHahowary lesk & book Case " 21
). bitto VYoidore " 1 10
.1 large LBedstead with Carv@ Mahogany Posts " 6 10
24 iahngpany Chairs - " 42
2 Ditto A do " 5 10
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Plaoin Litto Chairs " 9 12
Litto A Litie " 4 14
best rmbopany Circular side board " 19
Sophas £12 two buall ditto €10 " 22
beds tead lahogany Posts " 6 10
large iehogany Window Blinds " 5
Sake:boton Peds teads " 7
Corded Ledstead & Cord " 1 S
Window Cornishes Carved & guilt Y 5 10
Mahogany Carved Chairs . " 21
Yinhopany Chairs £14:16 an Easy Chair £2:15 " 17 11
Brass Castors for the Sophay & Easy Chair " 3 15
Sackenbottom f'ield ledstead " 3 10
Bedsiecad plain hahogany Josts o 6
low d0 Mahngany d? " 4
}Yiahoyany Dining Table " 4 10
Ditto Breakfzst Ditto " 2 15
Large Psess £9 Night Stool & puter Pun I Q

£2.2

- Carried Forvard 21504 8
7 of 13
of" whom

Articles Furnished purchased

Amount brought Forwd Tho? Furling 501 8
Fahogany Vash >tand 1 12
Pair large kahogany Coolers t 8
Box best lock llinge & handles " 1 10
24 Piecces & two Hahoiany Rulers " 5
Champaine ¥ine &c? p bill NV Shaler 57 15
89 1/4 Yards of oheetins p d? ‘S. & L. Clarkson 11 12
pair looking Glasses Saml Lunlap 28 15
large lamask table cloth & 12) .
Yopkins to match : ) : " 12 '
large Copper ostew pan £2,12 one Embrec & Laurence 5 1

a® 4¢ 2.9
l-itto PDitto 0 €1.16 one do d2 1.7 " 3 3
rrass Kettle £4,10 one Iron Pott 1819 Jn® Grabham 5 8
Iron Pott 1,8 four Fryine Pans ©1.9.4 " 2 17
i'late nicker baskets lined with tin " 4
pair large “itichen Shovel & Tongs " 1
large Tron Lripping Pan " 1 5
Conper Tea Kettles " 3 3.0
Setls dlack Tin Lish Covers " 8

S of 13
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4 Letts ocevers A 4 1
"Z 1itto best Carving Knives & forks " 18
2 dozen table Enives & Forls . : " 1 6

4 Iron Potts with handles e 1 4
1 Pair Nects lcllows " 6 -
3 Tin Wettles with Covers " 15
1 large Grater 4/ three Copper Soups " 4 1

Yotts £4 _

9 Copper Stev Pans C " 12 156

"1 bquare Japarned sugar box 14
6 f[lat large tin Candlesticks " 15 -
2 dozen Fatty Pans ’ " 12
6 Jelly Same : " 1 16
3 1large tin Cake Pans _ . " ' Xl -1
3 1less NMitto Ditto " 8

Carrd forwd £ 1687 17
9 of 13
’ , , ' of whom
Articles Furnished . ' purchased
Amount brought forwd o £1687 17
NC11 4 Trummels £1.12 two Cullenders §2) Jn® Graham 2 4
© 2 large Oval tin Pans 10/ Six less d© " 1 2
12/ )

12 citto Ditto 12/ twelve Ditto Ditto 9/ n : 1 1
6 deep Oval tin pans " ' 9
§ Ditio round Ditto " » 8
€ Squar Yan 9/ one Mellon form 11/ " 1
1 lrudge box 3/ one Japand Spice box 12/ " 15
R Copper ladles Scimmer & Slyces lin'd : "o 2 8
1 Coffee Pott 6/ twn Freizing Moals 16/ " 1 2
3 Brass Kettles " 5 18
6 Jron Candlesticks ‘ .o " 12
1 Jappaned Oval Cannister : "o 8
1 Covper 10 Gallon Boyler " 3 17
2 large Copper Bake Pans o L 5 13
1 Frass Ladle of! Scimmer " 10
1 Sauspan Coover 16/ two do £2 " 2 16

‘ . 16 of 13
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1 large Jron ash Pai)d " 1 10
.] lood Screen lined with tin " 3 5
6 Pair Sad Irons " 2 3 6
1 largc harble Mortar & Pestel " 2
2 dustl Pans Jappaned " 7
4 Xnife travs Litto " 1 g
6 Oyster Scollopts " 15
6 Litto Ditto " 12
1 Round Sugar box " S
1 Copper Pripping Pan | " _4 13 S
1 poir Copper Scales i/d " 21y 15
1 Pez Luyler 18/ one dozen Spoons 6/ " 1 14
2 Checce toasters £1.4 one Copper " 3 19
Lobeing pan £2.15 : '
carried Forwvard £ ’ 1744 8 9
of whom
Articles Furnished purchased
Amount brought Forward £ - 1744 8 9
Nell 3 COPDGI‘ L’uups Jn® Graham 2 5 N
1 Fluted tin Pudding Boyler " 16
1 Copper Pressing Pan no 1 18
2 Candle boxes 16/ one Cannister 2/ " 18
11 of 13
1 Stable/Lnnthorn'S/ two small bake pans R 14
8 .
1 dozen plain raised pans £1.4 two doz - " 2 16
do £1.12 : ' ~ _
1 lamp & Yapers 6/ one Copper Stew pan £2.,11 " 2 17
_ 2 Oval Pudding Pans 6/ one raised d° 2/6 " 8 6
1 1large Coffee Pott 8/ one large oval " 18
spice box 10/ :
2 liilk Kettles 6/ one large Copger Pye n T 3 3
Pan £6,17.2 :
2 Tower torms 16/ one large Copper " 2 16
Tea ettle £2
4 Fluted Forms °1,6 three do Ice Cream £1,16 " 3 2
4 dozen plain raised Patty Pans " 1. 10
. Lamp for Lanthorn 2/ three tin Funnels 3/ " 5
1 Grid Iron 7/ two Copper Chaffing dishes " 2 15
2.8 . : :
2 TIron spoons 4/ two Iron dripping Pans £1.4 l » o
3 rlint Shaviug Potts 3/ one crokant cutter " 2 3
£2 '
1 drawving Van £3,16.3 Six fluted Salt " - 4 2 3
forms 6/ :
1 .Copper Pye Pan madc new " 1

12 of 13
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peaked CrokantCl.5 three large
4 sqob tin rans £1.4
Copper handles for btcw lotts
Copper Ammlet Pan
Brass Kettle £1.8 one hash desk
+ & lamp £1
dozen 4 Cquare Pans
dozen large ditto
Copper Oval bake Pans
Fluted Ice Cream Moulds
dozen Knives & forks £1.4 one
brass Kettle £1.8
pair Bellows 7/ one Iron Pot 15/one
Fetter pan of copper €1.4
Pott 12/ one Preserving Pan £2.10
Pott 10/ Six plate large tin
to bake on 15/

Carried Forward il

[last 2 pages were omitted from film -
reorder]

PAK 2/11/58

11
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APPENDIX M

PART A
THE BRIIGHURST HOUSE
CHATl OF TITLE SUMARY
DATE GRANTER GRARTOR PRICE DEED BK PAGR
10/90/ United States of Geru~ntown Savings Gift DCC 530 30
LO7= Americe Fund Society
6/2%/ | Savings Fund Jane Rnoads lorris
1948 ) Society of Germcntd Provident Trust CJIP 20821180-99
town Company of Philede
ohia
3/15/ | Elliscon B. Flis.oetn M. T. o 7.8.v. |110
1908 Morris Schaeffer, et. al.,|" 1003
execrs. of Williem
Ashwesd SchaeLLer
9/26/ | William Ashuead |Catnarine Asmead % JV 295 451
1901 Schaeffer others, -execrs. of JV 277 516
Elizcbeth F.A.
Schaeffer
%/29 Williem Ashmead [Jacob D. Prevost, RDW 1 493
1853 |& Charles F. et. al., execrs. of
Ashmead , et. al.James Ashmead
5/4/ James Asnmezd Jri{ William Green et. | $30CO ACH 56 55
184L 2l., execrs. of
Susenna Mason
2/4/ Susznna Mason Clement Bringgurst| S$S1775 LB 4 572
1834 Tudor R. Bringhurst
execrg. of Robert
Bringhurst
2/25/ | Robert Bringhurst  Shutert Armitage |52600 IC 20 455
1812 William Bringhurs
execrs. of George
Bringhurst
h/8/ , See Appencix A
1726 George ABrinchurst John Jarrett Part B fdr title
from 1584-1725.




APPENDIY. f4
PART B*
CIHAIN OF TITLE FOR
LILG. GERMANTOWE AVEIIUT, 1797-1972
TP ‘LD BY HISTORICAL CO:ZISSION
T PHILADELFHIA)

o

e

.ﬂ
i
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Annn Araitago, Goo Bringlmrsté and llary Bringhurect, thres of tho ebovo

nemed doviosos oloo eincs doported this 1ifa intestate, tho gd Ann logving " -
4 ohildren nemelys« . ) _ e . : o

Mary ' _ ‘ _ oy
Alnizeh , T e ) I : g e
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Fliesa oo o ' 7 .
84 Goo. loaving one som, nomoly John Bringhurat, . . ' g T ey
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. Court hold at Philp 9~12-1833 tpo:d petn of @d Cleoments Bringhuarst and
- Tudor Re Bringhurst Exors of gd Robert Bringhurst prosonted to od Courd
i gotting Lorth 4hat tho porsonnl Estate of cd Testatior wag ingufficient ol
". fo® the paymont of his Acbte end prayed tho Court for an Order %0 make Coe
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X 8yor 0T pota grented Ordor of Jale by _cd Courp.

Pr 4 Co .
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" Clement Bringhurct ) Brors u/w o2 Robort
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o o
- Supoana Izsen - Vidow of Chrictopher Mascn, decd.
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that 42 hor nophow Jamas Aghmond Jr pay into the hends of hor Exore the
7' eum of (300,00 that them her Exorg mighs and chould make $0 cd Jomas
- Aohmesd J¢ hiag h tnd a ag full and emple & deed for this house end lot

- 88 8ho sould 46 whera che 1iving at $the ¢ime ~ eg in and by Bd rcoited

.. Will proved at PBiIGe end vomaining in the Reglators 0fficg. - :

sl
e ST

/

T o pesa oL T
Bfes ...
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411 thoir ectato right $1tle cnd intorost of in and to

{(2) A3 ¢thad eex%oin 106 or pleee of grd with ¢he bidgs cad imprcvementb

thoyeon oreatod it in 28nd Vi Survoy = .

8eVa Cornontown Avo (5448) 151 7" 8 B £xom SeB3 of S6hool Sto th oxt
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Roe A C E §8-65 = Rog 10-01-1901 = J V 298 = 461

RO Reoitod 1n UaSsVe 1005-110
Wﬁore&a Catherinc Ashrsed cnd others by 2 separate 1ndénturoa dated

-

'9-28-1901 - ros 4n J.Ve 295 p 461 and J.Ve 277-516 pronvod end conveyed

govercl lorgar 10to or pieges of grd (ino prems hereinaftoer doscd ) wate
Wm Achmead SghaofLore ' ) .

: Egi;%§§?ead Ssraoffor fled 7-27«%307 (leuving to surv him s widow FEligshoth -

o Te—S50aULE0T | Joaving Jliil dajed 2-14-1807 with Codicil therote proved
end roR'd in Philo in(i. Bl £88-180 Wheroin he G444 will oo £oll -
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tho Ccurd order pud doeree ho poy wnto sd Fxers $o be digposed of cocorde
ing t0 tho uses cnd trusts contained in Will of Wm Ashmead Sohaoffer,
deod {ho pure noney. . T : .
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APPEEDIX N
. ' THT GEORGE BRINGHURST PROPERTY .
I 18TH CERNTURY
DEEDS, MORTGAGES, WILLS, AND KEWSRAPER ADVERTISEIENTS

Deed Pook €9, p. 118
George Rringnurst,Yeoman[? ]
to
Jochua Crosby, Gentleman
Philadecliphia City
November T, L74Y " Tovember 7, 1747
BY00 Mortguge

#x% . A . .
. . . beginning at a stone set in Germantown Street It-

being elso ye ceorner of land lete of John Ashmezas and thence
extending southeast by the said Street 11 perches and 12 feet
to asnother stone set for a corner thence southwest 48 perches
to a third stone set for & corner thence northwest 1l perches
& 12 feet to a fourth stone being anffoher corner of ye said
John.A%neads land to the place of beginning . . . 3i9 acres

o .. begi@%ng st ¢ stone being also a corner of Henry Pastofius
Land by the Cross Street towards Schuylkzll & thence extending

southeast by the szid Pastorius' land 28 perches 8 feet to
a stone. . . 13 acres

. +« » . Between Germantcwn c¢nd Cresheim . . .10 acres,

Mortgage Book X 1,pn. 179-80:

George Bringhurst, Sadler, & wife

to
"Joseph Siws, Merchant, Philadelphia
100 ifortgage ‘ February 27, 1740

1

/. . .two certain piece s or percels of lend situaked
hnhabited part cf Germa antown Beginniing at a stone standing
by the Cross Street towards Schuylkill te*ng 2 corner of John

Aghnmeads Land Thence by the seid Ashmeads Land,Zother ILand

of said Rringhurset and Lend of Mathiss TVCOﬂ % Land late of
Henry Pastorius decessed South East 28 verches & 8 foot to

the weeting house lot: Thence by the game Loty Sputh West 10
perches ané it foobt to & Corner Stone of Samuel Zshresds Land
Thence by the seid Senuel Ashmeads land Moxrth West 28 perche

% 8 foot to a stone by the Cross Street towards Schyylkill
thence lorthezst 10 perches & 4 feet toc the Plece of beginning

containing 1_acre end h/5. , [ and,

8 cerez in Northern Liberties,



APPENDIX N

Pennsylvinia Gazette, May 2, 1751: May 1751

To be sold by publick vendue, by the Subscriber, in
Gerwmantown, on the 19th cdey of Mey inst. Seventécn

lots of lancf*‘Hrer wnereof fronting ithe mavket- oi ce,

edch conteining in breadth thirty-six feet, and dentn seven
hundred nlnety‘*vo Teet; thirteen lotzs in the lanl lezding
from the market-place to Roteson's #ill, Joining Samul cCall,
Senior, his land, each lot four perches front, and twenty-
eighv perches, eight feet in depth; and “~oLne lot Lf lana
contening ten ccres, at the upper end-of Geritiantown,

joining John Johnson's land, three acres wherof cleared, &nd
one half planted with good grafited apple-trees. The

vendue to begin_et &en o clock, where due attendance will te
given by George Bringhurst.

',,J}

Pennsylvania Gezette, May 21, 1752: . May 1752

All persons indebted to the estate of George Bringhurs t,late
of Germantown, deceased, are desired to pay their re°pect1vo
‘ debte. . . Anna Bringhurst, Execuu

M.B. mo be sold., by s=aid Anna Bringhurst, eleven lots of ]cnc,
@ on the rozd l&”qlub to Robinson's mill, joyning le Call's
land: Also ten acres of lend, at the upper end of Germantown,
‘the rmost part having wood thereon. Likewige 8 acres znid

a half of land,in the FNorthern Liberties of Phlladelpnla.

+ . .most part wood land and meadow.

Deed Book H2, pp. 154 &nd 157:
Anna Bringzhurst

to
Joshua Crosby
£25, 13 shillkngs, 4 pence ' April 11, 1752
close morcgege of 1747 on lot or piece of
cround L0 feet by 48 perches

Anna Bringhurst
to :
David Deshler, Shopkeeper April 13, 1752
5656-13s-kp
lot of ground 40 feet foont by L8 perches

‘ ¥ U\\c\uc,ca«’\r\c\ Mg wosttes!s |



APPEEDIX N

L] ~ - - Lol
Will Dook I-K, p. 503, To. 210 1/2%
Inventvory of ithe Feitate Late of

Georve Dringhurst, aoril 21; 1752 Aoril 21, 1752
The house & Lot whereon the widow lives £R00
The house John Brinchurst Dwels in 5200
The lot a Joyning Devia Deghlers B 65-13-4
The young orcnerd frunting Ashmeads lund % h0-0-0
Ten acers Seven therof woodland at the |
upper end of Germantown £ 66-0-0

Eight scers & halfl land lying in the
Forthern liberties of

' Philacelphia B 50

12 lots frunting Ashmeads land [ B28g]*

. Aprised John Jones

panl i®ckenet

Total Estate vclued at EGO5-0-1 1/2

*Writer ommitted this
original.

Will Book L-M, p. 506, Fo. 221:
Will of Anna Bringhurs August 6, 1760
August 6, 1760

Anna divided the estate ecually in five parte:

to:Jchn to: Sarah Bringhurst Palmer's
George sons, and, children, Elizabeth
Semuel Anna
William : Mary
' George

,:, .
figure unintentianally when transcribing from



APPEEDIX N

Decd Pook I1.C.20, p. ul2:
Joan bringhurst, Saaler
} to
George Brin*ﬁurst,’Saddle tree maker
+ January 5, 1763 ‘ Januzry 5, 176

£

160 . . .
"one fifth part of and in a Certain Two Story Messuage or
Tenement & of a piece or lot of ground whereon the same
Messuage s erected fronting the Germantown Market Place
{It being the late dwelling or Mansion huuhy.oi the late
George Bringhurct Senr the date Father of them the said John
& George Brimghurst parties uvﬁﬁnto which sgid piece of land
or lot of ground Beginning of this and of David Deshlers lot
fronting the Mein Street or iMarket Place. . .by tne Msin Streetv
46 feet 6 inches to another corner of this and of & lot lately
. granted by the sz2id John Bringhurst to Rotert Waln thence by
the sa2id Rotert Wsln's lot Southwest twenty one feet to a corner
southeast seven inches to another corner thence Turther by
the seid Robert “°1n s lot southwest forty six perches itwelve
feetllﬁkﬁiiﬁéég 19%8\seme lot. . .which Daniel Markennet Junr.
' Mey 26 1755 did srant to Annea Bringhursit the late wother. . .
‘ part of certsin three &nd one half acres . . . John Jarret

g < L rZe ¥
O] uvuree BJ..LY}(DLJ\AJ.»V, ,L.;’c..C.

Mortgage Book X 11, p. 32k: ' .
George Bringnqet, Sadaletree Maker 4 .

to r '
John Ingle, Cordwainer, of Germantown _

February 7, 1767 Februery 7, 1707

+200 Mortgege

For equel and undivided parts of and in a certain HMessuage or

Tenemenet, whépein he now dwells & lot or péece of lana there-

unto bvelonging . . . opposite the Market Blace or ground of

gaid house beginning at a corner of this and David Deshlers

lot and thence extending by the lMain Street of the gaid town

Northwesterly forty six feet and six incnes to a corner of

this snd Rotert Walns Lot thence by the se&id Robert ¥Walns Lot

South West 21 feet to & corner and =zouthezst 7 inches to eanother

corner thence by the same southwest b6 ge cpe% ~f et to a Corner

and further by the same Southeast L5 feet & l] verches to

a corner of this % the said Robert Welns % of the Said Davia

Deshlers -Lot thence by the s{iA\d David Deshlers lot Northeast 48

perches to the plzce of beginning, containing 134 nerches.

4/5 perts.. ——— _
Céamual & William the dey before transferred their rights o GéCkS('

. John in 1763% end George's from will of 1760.] : /

\

('J
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BIILIOGRAPEY

Liny biblionraphical lewvds tg well ag sources hed been collected
by rececrchers ot Indevencaence Nationgl Historiczl Park before this
report was progremaed. The nicrofilm collection, the photogtats, the published
histories znd articles, ¢nd the
‘A recearch nctes in the vsrk librzry provided the core of resesrch
for this project.

The available information 5n David Dehhler proved dissappgointing,
2g it relied hezvily on {emily recollections gathered by Deghler
descendants. While femily tradition usually<perpetdatgs inhgccurecies,

it slco provides a kernel of truth which supplementery documentation

may support. Similerly, the information gethered by John Watson, in

his Annals of Philadelphiz, contain predictable errors-- producgs of
man's frail memory. Noverthcless, thesez sources develpp 2 bzsis

for understanding the vublic reactions .of snd to the owners or res-
‘idents of the Deshler-}orris House, and for this rezson heve been

incorporatéd into the report.
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The Deshler-Morris and Bringhurst Houses, 1501
> 2

Note the roof alterations
Bringhuvrst Houge.

Photograph by rorriott C.
Elliston P. Morris Family
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PART 1

DESCRIPTION

The Deshler-Morris House stands about six miles northwest of
downtown Philadelphia, in Germantown, on Market Square, the hub of
the Germantown Historic Neighborhood. Package No. 129 will contain
the historical data section and the architectural data section
required for an historic structure report. The package will also
include research by the historian on the historic grounds and fur-
nishings at the period of interest, 1793 to 1794, when President
Washington leased the house.

The adjacent. structure, known as the Bringhurst house, has recently
been acquired by the National Park Service to be included in the
development of historic Germantown. The historian and architect
will study this historic structure to make recommendations for its
future use. The proximity of the Bringhurst house allows the two
structures to have complementary functions and restoration propos-
als for either must include both.

TEAM

Anna Coxe Toogood, Historian, Denver Service Center
Michael Adlerstein, Architect, Denver Service Center
Wilfred D. Logan, Archeologist, Denver Service Center

CONSULTANTS

Superintehdent and staff, Independence National Historical Park

Mid-\tlantic Regional Office

Harpers Ferry Center

liistoric Prescrvation Team, Denver Service Center

Team Manager, North Atlantic and Mid-Atlantic Team

Offlice of Contruct Administration, Denver Service Center

Planning and Design Consultants, Mid-Atlantic Team, Denver Service
Center

Park llistoric Preservation, WASO



PART II

SCOPE OF WORK:

A. Historic Structure Report

This report will be prepared by the Historian and the Historical
Architect. The Historian will provide data from documentary sources
on the history of the structure, its inhabitants, its historical
significance and physical changes to the structure over the years.

The Architect will examine the structure to provide written and
graphic data on the physical attributes, construction sequence of
the fabric, and condition of the structures and their environments.
In addition, he will generally describe the work required for the
continued use and preservation, interpretation, and management func-
tion of. both the Deshler-Morris House and the historic Bringhurst
House. The basic research criteria will include, but not be limited
to, the following general requirements:

1. Consideration of the aesthetic, historical and functional
relationship between the Bringhurst House and Deshler-Morris House
to coordinate’ rccommended development of the historic structure.

2. Study of past restoration work, including reevaluation of a
previous paint study.

3. Study of fabric of remainder of main house of the Deshler-
Morris House and the historic Bringhurst House.

4. Study of adjoining outbuildings of Deshler-Morris to deter-
mine their construction sequence, their value to the complex and
their level of treatment.

ll.;l v;-l
5. Consideration of interior and exterior spaces and their appro-
priateness for exhibits and audio visual installation and management

functions.

6. Brick cvaluation of the Bringhurst llousc: rcconstruction
scquence of the fabric und structural and mechanical conditions.

7. Study of neecd for visitor restroom facilitics.

8. Study of need for firec detection, suppression systems and
security systems.



9. Consideration of air conditioning system and/or renovation
of existing heating system.

10. Consideration of renovation of existing plumbing and electri-
cal systems and telephone systenm.

B. Historic Furnishings Report

The historian will provide data from documentary sources on the
historic furnishings in the house during Washington's residency in
1793-1794.

C. Historic Grounds Report

The historian will provide data from documentary sources on the
historic grounds of the Deshler-Morris house in 1793-1794.

D. Archeological Investigation

Archcology will be carried out to establish the historic grade of

the grounds, especially between the wing and old outbuilding of the
house, as well as to determine what else stood in this area, In
addition, archeological investigation will identify the location of
historic outbuildings and will reveal the character of the building's
exits by an excavation around the floors between the wing and main
house.

‘
»

E. IDiterpretation

Furnishings plan and mini-propectus for Deshler-Morris will be accom-
plished by park personncl. Prescrvation of existing furniturc items
and acquisition of new furniture and furnishings will be the respon-
sibility of llarpers Ferry. The Germantown Ilistorical Socicty will
provide interprctive scrvices until the park can take over.

The Bringhurst lHouse will scrve as an adjunct to Deshler-Morris, with
historical exhibits. Tunding of this interpretive design is projected
for the post-Bicentennial period.



PART III

BASIC DATA

Roy E. Appleman, '"Report on the Perot-Morris House, Germantown,
Pennyslvania, August 6, 1948," Independence National Historical Park



PROGRAMMED FUNDS ~- PACKAGE NO. 129

Project Type

31 Archeological Investigation ..........
34 Historic Furnishings ....... e
35 Historic Grounds .............. Ceseans
35 Historic Structure Report (History §
Architecture) ........... e
36 Historic Structure Drawings ..........
36 Historic Structure Drawings ..........
37 SUPCTVISION tiiviienureennnennnoennnns
53 Museuml SEeXVICES ..viverivriirinnnensas
54 Museum Services (Acquisition of
Furnishings) .....cceveieiinnnnnn ce
91 Construction (Preservation of
Furnishings) ........c.coovoiiiien, .

ESTIMATED WORK SCHEDULE

Archeological Investigation of Grounds...

Historic Furnishings .........ccvveuuunnn.
Historic Structure Report (History) .....
Historic Structure Report (Architecture).
Historic Structure Drawings .............
Museum ServicCes ...v.eveenereen. Ceseaneen

CONSEIUCTION vttt tvrnnnoennesseeennns ce

é

Amount

$ 15,000

7,500
6,000

71,000
20,000

200,000

270,000

F.Y. Account No.
'75 Al23
'74 5150
'74 5189
174 5185
'75 A137
'75 Al137-402
'75 B151
'75 Al122
'75 AQ0S
'75

AQ05

July 1974 - September 1974
September 1973 - April 1974
September 1973 - April 1974
January 1974 - June 1974
July 1974 - September 1974

July 1974 - June 1975

November 1974 - September 1975



