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September 1, 1939

Memorandum

To: Superintendent, Independence National Historical Park
From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part | - 423 Locust Street

After reviewing the subject report, we are pleased to

recommend its approval.

(Sgd.) Daniel J. Tobin

Daniel J. Tobin
Regional Director

In duplicate

Copy to: Director
Chief, E09C
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General ™!

Daily

Area

Operations Division



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30-D(
UNITED STATES o

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE '

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

August 21, 1959

Menorsudun

Tos Regional Director, Region Five

From: Chief Architect

ﬁu’bject: Historie Structures Report, Part I, 423 Locust Street,
Independence

The Historic Structures Report, Part I, for building at
k23 Laaustkﬁﬁreet, Independence, has been reviaﬁ&&‘by the interested

Divisions in the Wa.éhington Office and iz recomuended for approvael.

ﬁwﬁmwwfgmwﬂw@&;

Piek Butbon
Uhief Avrchitect

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2)
Supt., Independence
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8/12/59

Dr. Nelligan

Concur., Opening paragraph of "Evaluation" is good
interpretive writing which might be used for a gemeral
interpretive sign on "Prune Street" ~ with special men-
tion of Tench Coxe as perhaps the most prominent resi-
dent.

Frank Barnes
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Augist 6, 1959

R Ih-ormduu

':to:, } "."fniraetor .
.'rrdnx : h;ionll Diuetor

B hﬁjuct: 'nitotic Structures quort, rm 1 ~ &23 Locust !t.r«t, P
oL :{niopandmcé NHP - ,

o ramrm hnwith for your: rcviw are two :opiu of

- .j,jjthc uubjug rapu::. '

to-untl on it :hnulé be mdd by August 21,.

) | ‘(Sgd.)‘ Daniél I Tobia
Dantel J._tc;biﬁ |
" aqiopﬂ, Pirector .

| 'i‘n;d‘upliutc
itﬁ“hlnél \ S ) o
Cﬁpi'po: Chu! nmc, w/copy of. royort : SULI .

. Sapt,, Independence
Operations Division '
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Independ SO MK 'BRRVIGRal Park
" 01d Customs Hcuse
L20 Chestnut Street
Philedelphia &, Pa,

February 12, 1959

Mensrandun _
To: Regional Director, Region V
Froms Seperintendent, Independense NHP

Subjects Histerie Structure Reports on k08, 4l3, "k1S, and k2
Lecust Street

Enclesed in quadruplicate for your review are the
adninistrastive and historical data sections of the Historie
Structure Reperts en 408, 413, k1S, and k23 Lecust Street.

Tarough inadvertence the reports have not been sub-
mitted. ‘

Ry this msmarandum ve are requesting the zasterma
Offics of Design and Constructien to onrepare the architectursl
data sections of these reports.

M. O. Anderson
Superintendent
Copy tos Chief, BODC

HIT/hgm



S

B (1300 AT B Y

CLCCET w D)

o el

Lilrector

lepicial blrector

Cilof, .85LOT: CLfice, LiVe OF wG8Lon . Gonstructicn

AL TOVOD
Ut Pt N

SUerintenaeit

late

Nate

~ato



Historic Building Report
on

423 Locush Street

Independence National ﬁistorical Park
, ) _
¥
- Prepared by
Staff |
Independence Hational jlistorical Park
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

%

*

#

February, 1959



TAELD OF CUNTLNIS

CINPTIR I.  ARUINISTRATIVE DATA

Section 1.

Section 2,

Section 3.

Section L.

The Dulldinz (Nave, No., etc.}

Proposed Use of Structurc and

. Justification

Provision for Operating House

Preliminary Fstimate of Cost
for Rehabilitating the Structure
and Grounds

CIAPT:R II. HISTQRICAL DATA

Section 1.

Seetion 20
Section 3,

Structural Cvidence from Documentary
Sources

Evidence

Historical Associations

Evaluation of Historical Importance



, CWTIWI |
rtiistlitwfm SECTION

Prepared Yy >upcrint«cndant "® )« mcarsm



Chapter |
j? oectii» 1
«age 1
Him. ABQ »*H »3 F SIilIXTKC
413 Locust street, building So. 18, is situated on the north

aids of Locust (;treat between Fourth and Fifth »treats, in Area "I" of

the Fark.



Chapter |
-ection 2
rag* 1

It is proposed that the exterior of this structure be
restored to serve as a needed feature in the landscape design of tlse
dark, ant» that its interior be converted for employee housing. this
structure, along with the other five on Locust atreet, tea no signif-
icant association with important figures or events, bat is typical of

adelphia dwellings of the historic per;oc. the retention of all
six, for incorporation in the overall design of this section of the
ark, will help recall the eighteenth-century at*}sphere.

Jnstifieotion for this proposed use is eontain«d in the
ay» roved Hlasfon $8 hrospectua far the !'nrk. >nly a United number
trf key protective, aintenance, interpretive, and adsinistrotive
personnel will he provided with ik>using in this and the other five

atructores
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Th« House at 423 Locust Street is one of the four aged
buildings, grouped in pairs, still remaining an the north side of

the block between Fourth and Fifth Streets after extensive demo-

lition of recent years. All four are of a type} they are all brick
Philadelphia row-houses, unprepossessing and unexceptional. Vo two
acre of the same dimensions and design. Three of the four, Mo. 423

included, were built in the decade following 1800.

The house at 423 Locust Street has a long and narrow appear-
ance (see lllustration Mo. 1). It is three and a half stories high,
with a frontage of but thirteen and a halt eet. This measurement
and the dimensions of the third floor (14 feet by 25 feet) provide us
with two oi the few facts which connect the existing building with
the slim documentary evidence of its past. jo far as is known, only
a single insurance survey has ever been made of the premises. This
one was recorded by the Mutual Assurance Company in October 1807 and
depicts the building in the following very general termsi

SUITEY of bocr. william ohippena three story
House situate on the North side of Trane
[Locust] Streat between fourth and fifth
streets. uiaensions, 15 [?] feet front and
25 feet deep, lower Story, plain Mantle,
surbase, washboards and windows Cased,
second and third Stories similar, irarrets
plastered and Trap boor, winding Stairs.
Kitchen 14 feet by 9 feet, one Story high
and finished as Customary, lower floors
yellow pine and others white pine, building
nearly now, two trees, no battlement....



There is little doubt that the building described in the
survey is the one which has survived» in considerably changed form»
to the present. The property records, discussed in the next section,
show conclusively that no building was on the lot before 1803» They
show no replacement building since then. »tructural evidence would
help to establish the period of construction (see illustration No, 2).

In the years since 1807 many changes have been made in the
structure. They include extension and s-enartitioning oi' the first

and second floors, relocation oi' the staircase between those floork,

and addition of a two story "el" to the rear. The third floor and

garret are practically the same today as they were in 1802 (see

Illustration No. 3). The absence of more recent insurance surveys

and the dearth of other documentary evidence relating to the building

have ado it impossible to show by comparison of earlier and later

records jore precisely what alterations were noe burin- this interval.
An architectural investigation is believed necessary to

substantiate the findings of this section and to determine what por-

tion of the original building is standing today.



Chapter 11

section 2

ihge 1
ftIbf OKICAI. JSSOCIAfIOMS
Ownership of .roperty to 1803

The lanu on which the house at 423 Locust btreet is located

for more than a century belonged to William .»hippen, the ¢JLder or his
heirs. It was originally part of the lot bounded by kAlnut and
opruce, Fourth and fifth Streets which in 1744 was granted to Ldward,
Joseph, and William Shippen by Thomas and Richard Fenn and which the
following year the brothers divided among themselves. Illiam ohippen
received the section north of what is now Locust street. >n April
20, 1784 he deeded a lot thirty-two feet in breadth and seventy feet
in depth, consistin™" of the ground at present-day 421-423 Locust street,
to one Alexander jbadgers, a laborer, in return for payment of an annual
ground rent of $42 2/3. >n the eastern side of this lot Kodgers some-
time before iarch 22, 1786 erected a dwelling. ithin a year one
Jeremiah Collins had built and occupied a house on the adjoining lot
to the west. This left a narrow strip of unoccupied ground at what
is now 423 Locust btreet. This narrow strip was separated from the
rest of the lot by a partition on July 31, 1802, within a year of
iilliam ohippen's death. The land had come into possession of the
youn er William ohippen and on it sometime before 1803 a three-and-
a-half story house was completed. A deter »roc* occupied the
premises that year, the first year that the Philadelphia tax records

and directories list a house and occupant at the site.



/ Chapter 11
/ Section 2
Page 2
lenants of 423 Locust street
Nothing is known about the house's tenants in this period
beyond the fact that after Peter Croce had lived there in 1803, a
illiam . ands occupied it in 1806 and 1807 and a illiam Thompson
in 1811.
Ownership of Property vince 1803
The younger William ohippen died in 1808 and willed the
property to his daughter, Ann Hone Livinfston* It then passed to his
grandson, .illiam hhippen. 'n May 3, 1858 this 'illiam >hippen deeded
the property to his son Edward, who on ay 11, 1869 sold it to a
William Jack. Thus, after one hundred and Jiiteer years the land
i MA/N* Mor-i
passed out of the -»hipp'/en family's possession. So one o*f\ importance

0 ned the property before the iederal government purchased it in 1981.
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Section 3
Tage 1

¢VALUATION'OF HIS I'IkICAL
IMF GTAMCa

Considered apart iron its setting”423 Locust Street has
no historical importance or interest. The house was built alter
the "historic period," \o person ol note has ever lived in it} no
significant event has ever taken place there. The "story" of the
premises, such as it is, can be told briefly. The house at 423
Locust btreet was one of a number of "income" properties owned
members of t e rominent Shipper family. It was located on
byway of unpretentious residences and boarding houses bearing the
humble ame, j'rune treet (see Illlustration >io, 4), lost of the
inhabitants were tenants and were among a transitory population,
seldom occupying a house for lon er than tw™ or three years. ver
the span of » generation nearly a score of occupations were repre-
sented on Prune btreet. It was a neighborhood of sugar refiners,
joiners, brushmakers, coopers, shoemakers, locksmiths, grocers,
tailors, bakers, coachmen, brass founders, carters, wood jlawyers,
porters, and laborers. It was one of the centers of the Yellow
i ever epidemic of 1797.

Considered as part of its setting 423 Locust appears in a
different light. It is on the one residential street of its t,vpe
in the jark. As the Walnut .»treet buildin s in their proportions and
assign represent upper class life in Philadelphia at the turn of the
century, so the Locust Street buildings represent life on a less

ambitious scale



Chapter 17
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Page 2
Viewed fr>* the main Park area the house ami its neighbor at
421 Locust street, set amidst ivied walls anti trees, its gable outlined
against the sky, present a readily interpretable vista (see Illus-
trations No. 8 and 6). Included in the general setting rre the
Tribute harden across the street, the splendid Shippen-Wistar house

at the corner, and the garden Si' the Philadelphia Contributionship to

the east.

For these reasons, it is recommended that the house at 423

Locust btreet be preserved as a landscape Feature and be restored on

the exterior









Alterations to first and second floors
and addition of ,elwcan be seen in 1954
pl>to;'raph token from the re?r oi build*

ing, lhe "elMhas since been torn ciown*
National tfark service <hoto.

Chapter 11
Illustration 3
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A cross-section cil the Locust street
setting, inil at leit >elon; 3 tJ the
., lair i use (1802-1 03). Acr>as the
street are the iacaues 18th Cen-

tury buildings at 408 arxi 410 1/>cust
itroet. National Park -.ervice itioto



