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IN RE PLY  REFER TO

H50-DCA

Memorandum

To:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

W ashington 25, D.C. 
December 16, i960

I l A

A S ' "

..

" j F l i

T V  V '  .

.

Regional Director, Ragio:
From: Chief Architect
Subject: Interim Historic Structures Report, Part I - Franklin's

House, Independence IIP
The Interim Historic Structures Report, Part 1 - franklin’s House, 
Independence Rational Historic Park has been reviewed by the 
interested Divisions in the Washington Office and cleared for 
approval.
These significant archeological remains were not included in the 
"Inventory with Classification and Work Code for historic Buildings 
and Structures, together with Guidelines on Restoration and the 
Preparation of Historic Structures Reports*, recently released. 
However, we have considered the attributes of Franklin's house for 
coding and are entering it under Group II - Miscellaneous Historic 
Structures with an A-A designation.

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2)
Supt., Independence



Independence - atu Interi» Ustorie Structures Rpt., Part I
FRANKLIN'S HOUSE

COMÍENTS DUI: PEC. 16, i960
Interpretation





UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

independence National Historie i*k 
k20 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa,
November 30, i960

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region f
From: Superintendent, independence
Subject; Interim Historic Structures Report, Part I, on 

Fre louse
Enclosed in quadruplicate for your review an« ribution is 
the Interim Historic Structures Repc'" , '**"', >»: frank • 5
House.

/ /
0# Anderson 

iperintendent
Enclosures
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IcéepeMence Satinasi Historical îark 
k2v Chestnut Street
Hiilatiiìipriis 6, ra.
SotfsKcer ¿Of X96O

IlytrCr":.; ■ !'. ̂ C ”' - Y :,X-C-'::X'X- -V'X ft.t r •
ftoï Regional Director, Seglern ?

Super inteadent, I mspendane, e
ÌaterÌKi Historie Structures Report. Part 1, on 
Franklin*s House

; y-
Á>'i-í*'\Z í

House.
in quadruplicate for ypar reviev a M  distribution i 
rte Historic Structures Bart I, m  Franklin*

¿4. 0. Anderson 
Superintendent



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30-H

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Eastern Office
Division of Design and Construction 

Philadelphia 6, Pa.
December 15, I960

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, legion Five
From: Acting Chief, EODC
Subject: Interim Historic Structures Report, Part I, EranldLin House, 

Independence NHP
The subject report has been reviewed by the interested personnel 
of this office and is recommended for approval.
We are glad to see steps taken : > o * , c • e >v valuable remains 
of Benjamin Franklin's home.

/  Actin? *Chief̂

Copy to: Supt., independence
Chief of Design and Constructioi
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1. Same ana ÎÊÊÉÎ$l0ilÉifj

Se:ru:i oïl 2. Propose.! 'lÊKÈâÈÈM¡¡¡it o f bei
terouaa Feu. t m e s

fieetioa 3* Sstiraate of Coot of Preserving 
Below -Cbiouna Feature s

Chapter I I  HISTORICAL MM.

Section 1* Historical Dais on Below- 
CrouE-tt Features

Sectio« 2« Conclusions aac tlom

Chapter I I I  ASCHSOlOölßÄl. MSA
Section 1» The áxcamtions 
Section 2. Keeöa®öndation&
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MMS AID w m m  
Of ailtDIlKi

frejvikli'fj1 s HcuoS, Fx-aukllü Court.



m m - m m i ®  wmimis
Certain •Mi&ii'o.i’&s fgr UiSSai’vitig vh&fc T&U&iiiS Of the XOtli- 

datious, retaining mil, cellar floor, ice house, amt necessary of 
Benjamin Franklin's House are recosmenueci. ia Chapter 111, Section 2, 
of tit is report, file advisability of ouch measures cannot be aoubtea. 
As they represent the bear, available opinion on the subject ana as 
they would ia no way inhibit future ua’/elojasent of one site, ve pro­
pose that they he approved ami. applied as soon as is practicable, 
using ihaicis currently available for archeological wort.
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Prepared by SuT5cr*'is.-â  P&rk iUa»;oriat> Joan 1>. MlJiii®



HISTORICAL M m  01
featubss

The few tangible resins of Franklin’s unique iiojrie have 
been turned up by the Bark’o archeologists. Though, not extensive, 
they are originals* possessed of intrinsic worth. Though. fresoaen- 
tary, they are vital evidence. Siese relics are to he sheltered 
pending decisions as to -their place in the developed Franklin Court 
area. A Part, I Historic Structures Sopors ou Franklin’s Souse is- 
being assembled which will, among other tilings, consider shea? in de­
tails

Documentary evidence about the below-ground features which 
have so far emerged is presented under the following headings:

1. Foundations Stone from Joan Parish's quarry iaaaa up 
the 176k house’s jk fees square foundations. These foundations were 
of a breadth sufficient to support tae three-story Ik inch brick 
wails above, to which the 1766 insurance survey refers. In addition 
there was a footing or foundation for a two-etory “9 inch Brick vail 
Ipartition) to the Caret floor in the westernmost partH of the house 
These foundation walls were not piereeo. by vaulting, as is shown in 
letters exchanged between Franklin and Deborah on the subject (Octo­
ber 9> 1765, (Fall] 17o>, and February 27, 1766). The 1766 aduition 
to the house was on a foundation lo-l/S by 33 feet or as he stated 
in a letter to his sister, Jane Jfeeoiri, "the whole length of the old



Chapter II 
Section 1
Page 2

2. Cellars Mo documentary evidence about the parti­
tioning, floors, or other structural features has been found to 
date. i‘be I'/bo insurance survey ana Colonel Carr’s mxo'c later 
“Personal hecollectloas of Ber.jawln. Franklin!r (fhe Historical tfeiga- 
sine, August Idoj) place the kitchen ia the cellar, fisrt the floor 
was finished presumably in brick is clear fron Deborah*.s reference 
on February 101 IJOJ. to “laying the Hitching flore,” An IdOX news­
paper aav'eruiseiKuni; referred uc It. at a “large kitchen.'5 It held 
“several contrivances to carry off 'Sts&m & dae-li am. Cwakc;” and vas 
referred to by Franklin as "a  r*ere isachine*’ (h» » «Gains, nov to yon,
I thine yoii will scarce know how to use it," B. Franklin to Deborah 
Franklin, June K, 17ot) .

In Ilia cellar was also situated an iron or copper furnace. 
Colonel Can* rasarahered tltst “a ssall iron plate or trap-door, about 
five or B±y. inches square, with a hinge ano. a tmli ring to raise it 
by'" was located in the nearth of the first floor's nort&aest-erniuQsi 
ro©<£. •i’hrouga this trap-door a draft from the cellar was supplied 
idle grate.

ihc* cellar imder the addition was used for storing wood. 
(Franklin to Jane Mecosta, September 21, 176b; May if), IJU'f). Frosi 
the first, however, Franklin had considered in tine using it differ­
ently; "...the story unaer It [Library} will for the present be 
aaiploy’a only to hold Mood, cut jsay be sad.« Into Rootas hereafter. *



j, leg donee I;vi only reference to this feature is 
found in the reliable Colonel Carr's “Recollections,” ïasi-e no

?ly mTîMi mtchen vas in the baaenent, vi'ch an icehouse

_ ■ , V.uïiuer x i,,

h. Retaining Wail M ille reniai actvertiseMents befoj'e 
loOO place the “Coacn House ana ,!Buthinp House,** and

"Mast House3 "at the central and «e t re tired  situation ox the 
t fr& ill in ] House." in no known source are any of clisse "appurteu-
ances5’ referred to as 
survey' establishes th 
#•% £ig& <ÉÉj|*
Franklin had written 
jflMjiwfc.. itÉa iiMÎMjdfaMÉ J8j|i 
hast when a house ir>

adjacent to it.. Hc-vever, the Idol insurance 
a 4XSift4f|iMjkl |ifi*tJ ¡MtS'jp iiÉtll;; :.ài*aaia
1y the soaiis features about -which ¡Deborah
in. 176>; ’’...•Ire pente houses is  du,». I  paid
shingeles ar-l sirs other thinges, ao you see

dan, tlair is such no be dun after«3



Chapter II 
Section. 2 i;
M m  i

However toe Court area arid its complex os' fioruotures &»d 
sites may be developed as & result ox' research still in progress and 
decisions yet to be »Bade, the reiaaiue of Fraxiidixi *;; Mouse urquestion 
ably will be preserved intact ana distinguishable ii&m surx’outiaiag 
structures. The reea«aendatioa.a sec forth la Chapter IH-. Section 2 
of this report are shovo to be necessary ana desirable if tnese 
below-ground features are to be preserved, and they are entirely 
ooso.ii’.tant with all forecountin aeTeloir̂ nt objective.-». rtioy sre- 
thersforev strongly endorsed,
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Chapter XU
Illustration Ho. 2

Betas ins of the north foundation wall of
the Franklin house (Feature 36) , near its 
remaining western end. The southward 
projection on the right is believed to toe 
s part of the 1?6$ east »11 of the house. 
The arrow points north.

■



ömliter Ul 
ÍÜM#t»tÍOtt Io» 3

looking west along %ï» north m H  foundation 
of tho ftoaklln boum (FOotur* 36)» Th* por­
tion of «nil in tho foreground, te» boon Hnookod
over m â  l i« »  p a r t ia l iÿ  ou I t s  s ide* Arrow 

â3Èur Uà*1



Z'ùbptmr U l  
Illustration Io» k

ït» fwistíatioa «f tí» «o«*K »il 
of the Pranklln bowse (Feature 3¡f) 
Areo»» peints aoriìt.



Cimpter 111Illustration Ko. 5

looking east along tba ligftt-wall
retaining wall (Feat̂ 'a 3S) • Ft* 
brick inlet to t.:*c prinv (faauura 
k̂ ) can be seen In tiie middleground.
Arrow points north.



Chapter ÎÎIlü.uâiral,i4a lo. 6

Portions of ti» original (lfé5) east mil of the iamm {feature 6$). Sa« sto» In Hi# foreground and part of 
tha stone la the aiMl«gr«aà a» rem« 
nants of that all. Arrow points north*





Chapter 111
Illustration No. 8

Collar floor regains. The brick on the 
right is the only piece of intact floor» 
tag »mining. It  and the large rectan­
gular area of mortar in the »t llle  ground 
constitute feature 12» Feature 3̂ lies 
in the upper le ft ct the x i~"> >c' nnl 
feature 6? in the lever le ft. Arrev 
joists north.





XU|»«tm*ioa Io. 10

She oaly floor evidence retaining in the 
1765 portion of the house is this s »H  
patch of liso MCKPtar (Feature 67). Arrow

dCMt?



Cii&ptör inIllustratioa So« XI



Chaptey 222 
llliisf rallón ’fo, 12

fiar direetly dovn teto Ihe prlvy pit: 
the top of the jtootograph is the east
tilde* lióte tlw lovoat course is coin- 
P'r.seci ©í hcaders projeeting liw&r¿* 
Parí of tlie ©tone ©lab lalet can bo e-'rt *'•; t:«,e n¡prr left.



Chapter 2JX
Illustration So. 13

The brisk privy ialel (? -'•urn-e *l5l*v Wtifat 
th a t i t  abuts a* -"h l l y  la te  *&e l i ^ i u - v a l l  
wall (Feature Si>)« The squat« hole behind
the arrow commicates to the privy pit via 
the atone slab aesn in Illu »t»tion  Ho. 1%.4nW> mtniM'kM.



f i r n  of the a t «»  slab in it »  privy pit, 
ft «  «www, pointing aortt, lia » on a 
teapotmry wooden platfora in i l »  privy.



Chapter 111
Illustration Io* 15

View of the Ice storage pit {fe a t«»  6 3) 
ted the small teick-liatd pit (Feature Ól) » 
Tba arrow lie# on a m A«m  emetta foun­
dation which destroyed over half of the ice
pit* Arrow points north,#



7ìetf 3oe.tnw-.ri In:>o tlie tee pit (Feature 
6 3). lots the eterne Xiniag at the botte®.
öie aime cribbing in the right of the 
photograph is as yet unex̂ tained.



Chapter 221Illustration fio* 1?

ftm snail hrlek**lio»á pit (feature 6l) 
Arrow points north.
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