


H30

Region five 
143 South Third Sir«at 
Philadelphia 6» Pa.
Octet** 27, 1939

Meaerendux
To: Superintendent, Independence Matlenal Historical Perk
Prom: Regional Director
Subject: Interin Rieterlc Structaro* Report, Pert II, Feinting 

Exterior Trim, Old City Hell, Independence VHP
Ve reed with internet the report nede bp Architect 

Penelope Herts home to Supervising Architect Charles 1. Petersen, 
regarding the determination of the color for painting the an­
terior trie, Old City Hell, copy of which wee eeat to this office.

Ve have no criticisms or suggestion* to eiffer regarding 
thie report other thee procedural« because the peifting project 
wee for the purpose of restoring - on the beet evidence presently 
available - the historic appearance of the exterior trin of Old 
City Hail, In accordance with PO 11-54, it should have been pro­
posed in Historic Structures import, Pert II (portion, Bxtorior 
Trin, Old City Hell), to be reviewed end approved by all offices 
concerned before the work wee undertaken. And, since apparently 
the paint color decided upon wee not e final solution according 
to Mias Hartshorns's report, the report night have been entitled 
"Intarin,” end need have been no longer then that made by Miss 
Hartshorns, other than the addition of an Hietorieel Date Section 
containing e brief statenant as to hietorieel evidence, if any, 
additional to that in Pert X of the report; also an Adoinlstretire 
Date Section setting forth the rsos— andations of the Perk Super­
intendent. However, because the painting has been done, an His­
toric Structures Report, Pert II (Portion) would serve no useful 
purpose; but e copy of Mine Hartshorac's report should be pieced 
in the History Pile.

In the future, please beer in wind thee any change in the 
historic appearance of an historic structure or say work which will 
effect its original fabric requires an approved Historic ftructurse 
Report before the project nay be undertaken.

(§fd.) Daniel J. Tobin
Denial J. Tobin 
Regional Director

In duplicate
MHNel!ligan/cp
General ' "
Daily
Area
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25» D. C,

August 11, 1959

H30-DGA

Memoranda»

To: Regional Director, Region Five

From: Onlef Architect

Subject: Historic Structures Report, fart 1, Old City Hail, 
Independence

The Historic Structures Report, Bart I, Old City HaÄj" 
Independence national Historical Park has been reviewed by the 
interested Divisions in the Washington Office and is recommended 
for approval.

We commend the staff for aa excellent report which provides 
a careful survey of the historical significance ant existing struc­
tural condition of this building.

Copy to; Chief, SODC (2)
Supt., Independence

Dick Sutton 
Chief Architect



42,1 fîr-set

áíígat£ ú , 2959

Hsïaor r̂îcaî®

fe ; Supariíj&aaás&fc* Xadapesdsfeefc Ustionai híssorísai Iharc

fron; Sai|'ioBÄ,l Director

áuaiect; Ui storia Structures Sapors, Faff I ,  ûî«l City ’*»5 -

ïf» â?i pleased to raee«t«tis<I the mbj&çt trnmtt te f-sur 
sportemi, iseltìditìf t;m inierprativs «ss » proposed in it* Sahare
«.op or i f *  Iettar »iß aet, scmfc-i» fco ta? üîoSiON 69 -?r Haat&s ?i&n 
w  stiggear. CIä  tHay "oft iacorgorased ä s s  eh,«. restar r* r«'eiaad{

'::2 f f f i f  fiffcffcf*5" '-.e

Me aatisìpat* that tb* co,#c eatias&t»« see the beat 
possible a i thia titea* taà that thsy m i l  ba £ir»sa4 yj> '¡sore- 
îî#ïiai,£aiy at a laser data*

¿eij Daniel i iofc

Ssai-ei .j, föhta 
Eegj.eaal M  rector
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

Office Memorandum • united states government

TO s Regional Chief of Interpretation DATE: August 5» 1959

f r o m  i Regional Archeologist

subject: Historic Structures Report, Part 1, Old City Hall, Independence NHP

I have examined this report and believe the specifications for the 
restoration of the Old City Hall, Appendix B, contains well thought out di­
rections which are in agreement with sound archeological perspective. By 
sound archeological perspective I mean simply the historic data appears to 
support the proposed steps to be taken to bring the interior and exterior of 
the building to a structurally sound aspect as close to that of the 1600's 
as possible. In this respect, it should be noted on page 20 of Appendix 1» 
under Carpentry, paragraph 238, "The duties of the Contractor for Carpentry 
shall be continuous from the starting of the work until completion of all 
work embraced in the Restoration of Old City Hall," Paragraph 239 states:
"This Contractor is to have a competent foreman at the building during the 
life of this contract in accordance with Article 11 of the foregoing General 
Conditions." -lWi'iiiClii«w— wpwfct, ft is of great importance that the carpenter 
have as a foreman a man who is not simply a carpenter but a craftsman who has 
adequate experience in the restoration, of historic houses and who is character­
istic of the craftsman of the early 19th century and late 18th century. The 
National Park Service should take particular pains to insure that such an 
adequate craftsman be found and employed by the contractor.

In respect to the ultimate interpretation of Old City Hall as well 
as the interpretation of the other buildings of the Independence group, it 
should be noted that heating was done by open fireplaces. Every effort should 
be made to have these fireplaces as functional as they were originally and, if 
it is thought inadvisable for reasons of safety, fire protection and conveni­
ence not to have an actual fire in these fireplaces, special pains should be 
taken to design for each fireplace an adequate simulated fire of logs illumina­
ted by flickering lights. Modern stagecraft is capable of devising a simulated 
fireplace setting which cannot be told from the real thing unless one gets 
within a few feet of it. Even smoke can be artfully simulated by revolving plastic 
sheets which have on them spiraling shadows of smoke. The purpose of the simula­
ted fireplaces would be to reader a vital, dynamic and realistic aspect to the 
rooms in wintertime» In fact, for 7-8 months of the year fires were actually 
burning in the fireplaces during historic periods. During the hot months of 
the year the fireplaces would be left cold with fireplace equipment in place 
so as to maintain the aspect of the functional fireplace.

Attention is especially called to the fireplace motif because in build­
ings of the period the fireplace was the center of attraction for very practical 
purposes for a good part of the year and, as such, is capable of imparting a 
characteristic and distinctive atmosphere to a room, Without this atmosphere 
the scene is highly ineffective.



The report appears la all respects to he well thought out except that 
the architectural data la Chapter 3 is too curtailed to provide much informa­
tion. The architectural data appears to he contained entirely' in Chapter 2,' 
Section 1» Structural History. ■  ̂ ^
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U N ITED  STATES
DEPARTM ENT OF THE IN TE R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

IN REPLY REFER TO

Old Custom House
i ,V r-î * • !
‘ i : S s >, ■ .1 : u '} t .1 »

J.l!p f -L' V

Memorandum

To:

hi, A ; ’ •. ; .
-  h \ ■■ r

■
A:- ! v.

JT r..............

ht:, x o. d. • d

From:

Subject:

Enclosed in quadruplicate for your review and distribution

presentation, and all those who had a part in its preparation are to 

be commended*

'•« d, tri.
>um-i‘ • h \ ;*vioir>

Enclosures (4)
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SIGNATURE SUET

RECOMMENDED

____________________________ Bate
Director

_________________________________ Date
Regional Director

Date
Chief, Eastern Office, Div, of resign & Construction

APPROVED

Date
Superintendent
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Chapter I
Section 1
Page 1

NAME AND NUMBER 
OF BUILDING

Old City Hall, Independence Square, Building No, 3.



PROPOSE® USE OF STRUCTURES 
AND JUSTIFICATION

Old City Hall is proposed for use in part as a historic house 

museum and in part for exhibits related to the period of occupancy by 

the United States Supreme Court, to the Independence Hall group of build­

ings, and to the city in the historic period.

As the meeting place of the Supreme Court from 1791 to 1800,

Old City Hall is one of the most historic structures in the United States, 

of a ranking comparable to that accorded Congress Hall. It is the oldest 

seat of the Supreme Court still in existence.

To enable visitors the better to visualize this important first 

decade in the Court’s history, it is proposed that the scene of its delib­

erations on the first floor be recreated with utmost fidelity. This will 

involve restoration and refurnishing of the vestibule and MayomAjpGourt 

to their appearance of the 1791-1800 period.

le endorse the findings and recommendation for research out­

Chapter 1
Section 2
Page 1

lined in Chapter II, Section 3, pp. 2-4, inclusive, the latter as an essen­

tial preliminary to rehabilitation and restoration of the building.



Chapter I
Section 3
Pago 1

PROVISION POI OPERATING
BUDDING

To be operated,- as heretofore, by the Service under the co­

operative agreement with the City of Philadelphia executed on July 14,

1950



Chapter I
Section 4 
liege i

P3ELIMINABY ES TIMTE 
OF COST

$634,600
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CHAPTER II 
HISTORICAL DATA

Prepared by Historians S. Sidney Bradford, Jr 
and Franklin R. Mullaly

|
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STRUCTURAL HISTORY

Although Old City Hall was the last building constructed in 

Independence Square, there was interest in such a structure as early as 

1746, Up until that time, the outgoing mayor had given "an entertain­

ment to the Gentlemen of the Corporation," but instead of that Mayor 

James Hamilton presented £150 to Philadelphia towards "erecting an Ex­

change or some other Publick B u i l d i n g . . L a t e r  mayors continued this 

practice and by 1757 £729:7:4 had been donated.*

On February 8, 1775 the City appointed a committee to execute 

a plan for a city hall, but the design submitted on April 3, 1775 is 

not extant. The Pennsylvania Assembly made additional funds available 

for a city hall on April 8, 1785 when it set aside the proceeds from 

the sale of the old jail and workhouse in Philadelphia for the building. 

At the same time, the legislature also provided for the use of £1,500

of state-held city funds. Later, on March 27, 1789, the final step was
2taken when the Assembly authorized a lottery to raise $8,000.

The erection of Old City Hall took place between 1790 and 1791, 

although bills were being paid as late as 1793. The exterior of this 

Georgian building bore a close resemblance to the exterior of Congress 

Hall. Inside, Old City Hall contained a large chamber, a small room and 

a vestibule on the first floor, and two smaller chambers, two offices 

and a hallway on the second floor. Before 1800 there were no important 

changes made in the building.

Chapter II
Section I
Page 1



Pro® 1800 until 1921, there teas only one important structural 

modification. Sometime between 1824 and 1860 the south end of Old City 

Hall and the north side of Philosophical Hall were connected. This addi­

tion was removed during the restoration of Old City Hall in 1921. There 

is evidence that the City paid rent to the American Philosophical Society 

for use of part of their building during this period.

The Committee of the Philadelphia Chapter of the American 

Institute of Architects that presided over the restoration of Congress 

Hall between 1900-1913 was also interested in restoring Old City Hall. 

Several City inspections of the building over the period 1912-1916 found 

that it was structurally unsound. In 1916 the City Councils authorized 

the Mayor to enter into a contract with the American Institure of Archi­

tects for the preparation of plans and specifications for the restoration 

of Old City Hall. This survey was completed in 1918, but the City De­

partment of Public Works could not obtain an appropriation for the restor­

ation until 1920. Finally, in 1921 and 1922 the work was done and the

evidence of drawings and documents show that the project was carried out

with the same concern for historical accuracy of structural details that
4

was characteristic of the Congress Hall restoration.

The Building*s Structure and Exterior

When City Hall was finished in 1791, it was a two story Georgian

brick building with a roof that was hipped at each corner (Illustrations
8Nos. 1, 2, 9, 4)/ The front wall, or north side, was topped by a

Chapter II
Section 1
Page 2



pediment containing a circular window, A circular dormer window opened 

on the roof of a bay window on the south side (Illustrations Nos. 8, 9). 

The bay window may have had a copper roof, and possibly copper gutters 

and drain pipes. A modillion and dentil cornice extended around the 

building, just below the eave. The roof surfacing was probably covered 

with wooden shingles. There was an octagonal cupola, with ball and vane, 

that had openings finished with circular heads and a single architrave 

(Illustrations Nos. 1, 2). The roof of the cupola may have been of 

wooden shingles and there were modillions around its pedestal. There 

were two rectangular chimneys with moulded copings on the west roof of 

Old City Hall and probably three on the east roof.

On the north side of the building the broad middle portion of 

the wall extended a few inches beyond the narrower sections on either 

side of it (Illustrations Nos. 1, 4, 5). There was a centrally located 

door with a circular head and keystone on the first floor, and it was 

flanked on each side by two windows, also with circular heads and key­

stones. On the second floor, directly over the front door, was a win­

dow opening that was carried down to the floor. This was apparently 

intended to open on a balcony, but there is no evidence that there was 

a balcony there during the 1790*s. All the first floor windows, includ­

ing the bay window, had circular heads, while those on the second floor 

were of a rectangular type.

Chapter II
Section 1
Page 3



There were five windows on each floor on the east side of the 

building (Illustration No. 6). Two of these windows (Illustration Noe 7) 

were turned into doors, with flights of steps, between 1852-1876. On the 

south side, flanking the bay window, there was one window on each floor 

(Illustrations Nos. 8, 9). The bay had a window in each of its three 

faces on both floors, for a total of six windows. A door with a circular 

head provided another entrance to the building on the west side, with one 

window on the left of the door and three on the right (Illustration No, 10). 

Sometime later, probably in the 19th century, the window to the left was 

made into a door (Illustration No. 11). There were five windows on the

second floor of the west wall. Each window in the building had 24 panes
fof glass, measuring 12 by 16 inches*

The north and south walls were 50 feet in length, while the 

east and west walls measured 67 feet. They varied in thickness from 18 

inches for the north and south walls to 22 inches for the east and west 

walls. A stone belt course ran around all four walls and the bay window 

(Illustrations Nos. 1, 4).

David Evans supervised the construction of Old City Hall, but 

little else is known about its construction. The minutes of the Supreme 

Executive Council for July 26, 1790 supply us with the information that 

"...in consequence of the corporation’s erecting the City Hall, the neces­

sary in the State House yard must be taken down." On September 1, 1790 

Christopher Marshall recorded in his diary: "...took a walk spent Some
Q

time Viewing the building at the State House going up...."

Chapter II
Section 1
Page 4



The basic structural system of Old City Hall probably did not 

undergo any fundamental changes between 1800 and 1918, when the American

Institute of Architects made a thorough survey of it (Illustrations Nos.
1012, 13, 14), However, sometime between 1800 and 1819 it is probable 

that the removal of the gallery in the Mayor's Court and the addition of 

two rooms on the first floor required important alterations in the frame.'*’1 

Also, other changes in the structural load bearing system may have been 

made in 1852, when a new staircase replaced the original one.*-**

Despite some changes and repairs, a great deal of the structure 

apparently dates from 1790-91. This is true of the shell’s brick walls 

and the basement1s stone walls.^ A new roof and cupola were constructed 

after the fire of 1823, but because many of the timbers in the attic are 

charred it appears that they were not replaced after the fire and thus 

date from the erection of the building.'*'4 Throughout the rest of the 

edifice there are other old timbers, which could date from 1780-91, but 

there are also newer timbers and steel beams that date from the 19th and 

20th centuries.-*-®

The Building’s Interior

During the 1790's the interior of Old City Hall was much less 

elaborate in decor than Independence Hall and even Congress Hall. Although 

the United States Supreme Court shared the south room with the Mayor's 

Court from 1791 to 1800, the City apparently made no effort to introduce 

any special woodwork or panelling. He can surmise that plaster walls,

Chapter II
Section 1
Page 5



plain wainscoting and relatively simple cornices were the rule through­

out the building.1®

An 8 foot wide north-south hallway extended about 26 feet from 

the Chestnut Street entrance to the door of the Mayor's Court (Illustra­

tion No. 15), A narrower east-west hnti, i~ feet wide and 21 feet long, 

connected an entrance on the northwest side of the building with the main 

hallway. Just inside and to the right of the front door was a "large 

open newel s tiir case leading into the garret [with a second floor land­

ing]. finished with open brackets, turn,d banisters, & large painted 

rails." The stairwell measured 16 feet by 16 feet on the first floor.

On the second floor a hallway extended 45 feet from the north central 

window to the door of the Common Council Chamber and was 8 feet wide (Il­

lustration No. 16). It had a cornice and on the second floor landing 

there was "...a large arch with open [pilasters] & double architraves..,," 

The garret was not plastered.17

The floors of the building were 5/4 inch yellow pine, and ac­

cording to the insurance survey of 1821, the second floor, at least, 

probably had "...base & subbase round, double architraves to the doors & 

windows, the ¿»mbs pannel,d inside..,."-1-

Alterations in the interior of the building were frequent from 

1791 through 1918 and came about usually because of the changing needs 

of the various municipal bureaus for office space. Basic changes were 

made on the second floor in 1796, and on both floors between 1800 and 1818,

Chapter 11
Section 1
Page 6



in the 1830's and in 1852 when the original staircase was removed and

the first floor stair hall was converted into another room. By 1895,

when the last of the City off ices had moved out of the building, the

Common Council Chamber on the second floor was the only room that re-
1Qtained the dimensions of the 1790's,

During the period 1916 through 1922, when a committee of the 

Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of Architects supervised 

the restoration of Old City Hall, heavy reliance had to be placed on 

architectural clues as to the nature of the interior as conclusive docu­

mentary evidence concerning the building was almost non-existent. The 

lack of knowledge about the important alterations during the period 

1800-1818 is still the principal obstacle to a well-documented restora­

tion of the first floor.

The Mayor's Court

The Mayor's Court occupied the southern part of Old City Hall's 

first floor (Illustration No. 15), During the 1790's the chamber proba­

bly measured 50 feet on its north and south sides and 40 feet on the 

east and west. The east and west sides had three windows each, while 

the south side contained a centrally located bay window that was 8-1/2 

feet deep (Illustration No. 17). Entrance to the room was through a door 

in the middle of the north wall.^®

The administrators of the building since 1800 have changed the 

appearance of the Mayor's Court and there is little evidence available
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to help us visualize its details of the 1790*s. Because courtrooms in 

England and the United States apparently have had the same general 

arrangements and components (Illustrations Nos. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22), we 

know this chamber had sections for the judges, bar and public. Their 

individual characteristics are certainly open to question, but simpli­

city must have dominated the general scene because a visitor to the

Courthouse and Old City Hall before 1800 wrote that "their interiors are
21simple in the extreme."

The results of present research support the idea of simplicity 

in the courtroom’s appearance. In insurance survey of 1821 states that 

the windows had single architraves and circular heads, with 12 by 16 inch 

glass. The door in the north wall had a double architrave around it.

The floor was of 5/n inch yellow pine, with base. As the City fathers 

seemingly made no change in these aspects of the room before 1821, they 

probably dated from the building’s construction»^ Neither the survey 

nor earlier evidence indicate the presence of carved work for the walls 

(i.e. pilasters, cornices, etc.), or panelling, which suggests that they 

were plastered.

The room had the appointments of a court chamber, but all we 

can do is to raise questions about them. The bench was at the south end

of the chamber. According to the survey of 1H2I, the judges sat 4 feet 

above the seats for the lawyers, which wore on a platform raised two 

steps above the floor.^
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case from the public. No available evidence indicates the distance of 

the bar from the bench, or if it ran completely across the room. It 

apparently had a central opening of some sort, however. The survey of 

1821 states that two steps led to the bar, that it had a circular rail

supported by bannisters and a width of 5 feet. The base of the plat-
24form upon which the bar rested was panelled. At the north end of the

25room there was a lower and upper gallery. The nature of the raised 

gallery i . unknown.

From 1791 to 1794 the Mayor’s Court was probably heated by  

two fireplaces on the east and west sides of the room. Because of the 

size of the chamber and the location of the fireplaces, it is not diffi- 

cult to see why they were replaced by a stove.

Between 1805 and 1821 the galleries in the Mayor's Court were 

removed. In August 1805 the judges of the court requested that the 

row's Fifth Street windows be double sashed, which petition was granted 

This shows that the room was of the same size as in the 1790's and that 

the galleries were probably still there. But the insurance survey of 

1821 makes no reference to either gallery and both it and the floor plan 

of 1824 ^illustration No. 23) agree that the north wall of the courtroom 

had been moved south 18 feet and that two additional offices had been 

made out of that space. As a result, the Mayor's Court had the same 

dimensions as the Common Council Chamber directly over it. This arrange 

meat continued until the restoration of 1991«3922 (Illustration No. 17).
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The only other change in the Mayor’s Court came between 1824 

and 1860 when the bay window on the southern side of the room and Philo­

sophical Hall were connected (Illustration No. 13), The middle window 

in the bay window was replaced by a door. This addition was removed in

1921 when the American Institute of Architects attempted to restore the
28room to its appearance in the 1790’s (Illustrations Nos. 17, 24).

The City Treasurer’s Office

The northeast room on the first floor was occupied, from the 

beginning, by the City Treasurer (Illustration No. 15). Its dimensions 

were 26 feet on the east and west and 21 feet on the north and south.

The room was lighted by two windows on the east side and two windows on 

the north side. There was a door in the northwest corner of the room. 

From 1791 to January 1794, when a stove was installed, this room was 

heated by a fireplace located between the two windows in the east wall 

(Illustration No. 17). At the time of the insurance survey of 1821

there were double architraves around the doors and the windows has single
29architraves and circular heads,

The east-west dimensions of the Treasurer’s Office were ex­

tended from 26 feet to 33 feet between 1805-1821. This was on the occa­

sion when the north wall of the Mayor's Court was moved south 18 feet to 

permit construction of the City Commissioner’s Office and the Mayor’s 

Private Room (Illustration No. 23)»^® During the 1830’s a fireproof 

closet about 7 feet deep was built at the south end of the room
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(Illustration No, 13). When the American Institute of Architects drew 

up the plans for the restoration of Old City Hall in 1918, they provided 

for restoration of the Treasurer’s Office to its size in the 1790's and 

eliminated the City Commissioner's Office and Mayor's Private Room (Illus­

tration No. 17 ).^

The Second Floor

There were five rooms on the second floor of Old City Hall dur­

ing the 1790's (Illustration No. 16), Of these rooms only the City Coun­

cil Chambers have any historical significance. The Common Council Chamber 

occupied the southern part of the building directly over the Mayor's Court. 

It measured i t on the east and west, and 50 feet on the north and 

south. The south wall contained a centrally located bay window that was 

8-1/2 feet deep. The room had a cornice with modillions and dentils.

There was a circular sash over the door opening into the room from the 

hallway. It is probable that there were two other doors opening into the 

rooms adjoining the east and west ends of the Common Council Chamber.

There were two windows on the east and west walls and in each of these 

walls between the windows was a fireplace. Nothing is known concerning 

the interior arrangement of this room during the 1790's. Although the 

Common Council Chamber was frequently renovated and redecorated during 

the 19th century, its dimensions were not changed between 1800 and 1921 

(Illustrations Nos. 14, 25).^
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The northeast room on the second floor served as the Select 

Council Chamber after 1796 (Illustration No. 16), In the fall of 1796 

extensive alterations were made in this room, and an oval partition was 

probably constructed in the south end of the chamber. The new wall 

created another room between the Select and Common Council Chambers, 

which appears in Illustration No. 16 and is labelled Room A. Connect­

ing doors opened into Room A from both Council Chambers, One could enter 

the Select Council Chamber by only one other door from the main hall. On 

November 10, 1796 the Council directed that books and papers belonging to 

the Corporation be stored in Room A. Sometime after 1824 the oval parti­

tion to the south end of the Select Council Chamber was removed, elimin­

ating Room A, According to a rough floor plan drawn by Wilfred Jordan 

in 1913, the northeast room had been further enlarged by taking away the 

northeast wall between it and the northern half of the main hall. On 

the basis of physical evidence, the American Institute of Architects, in 

the restoration of 1921-22, restored the northeast room and Room A to 

what was believed to be their appearance before 1.796 (Illustration No. 25), 

loom B, which was located on the west side of the building be­

tween the staircase and the Common Council Chamber, measuud 18 feet, 

east and ses I, and 21 feet, north and south (Illustration No, 16). Accord­

ing to a Council resolution of May 6, 1793 this room was given to the city 

surveyors for the storage of their records and tools. After 1800 Room B 

served as the office for the city water committee. When the staircase of
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1790-91  « s  replaced in 1852, the north-south m e a su re m e n ts  of the room 

were reduced b y  s e v e r a l  feet. During the restoration of 1921-22 the
0/|

room was returned to its 1790-91 dimensions (Illustrations Nos. 14, 25).° 

The northwest room measured 15 feet, east and west, and 21 

feet, north and south (Illustration No. 16), This room, in August 1791, 

was designated as a library for "books, drafts and papers" belonging to 

the City. In September 1791 cabinets were placed there for records. 

Sometime before 1829 the City Surveyor took over the room and during that 

year fireproof cabinets or closets were installed. By September 10, 1835 

this space had become inadequate and the City Surveyor was authorized to 

remove his equipment to some other place. The new staircase arrangement 

of 1852 resulted in the enlargement of the northwest room (Illustration 

No. 14), but it was restored to its 1790-91 size during the restoration 

of 1921-22 (Illustration No. 25).35
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HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS

I

The Old City Hall has housed the United States Supreme Court, 

Philadelphia’s municipal government and numerous public and private 

organizations since its completion in 1791, Both utilatarian and attrac­

tive, the structure has a history comparable to that of its counterpart 

in the northwest corner of Independence Square, Congress Hall,

Like Congress Hall, Old City Hall has national historic mean­

ing. Between 1791 and 1800 the federal Supreme Court held its sessions 

in the Mayor’s Court of the new building and effectively applied the 

constitutional provision for a national high t r i b u n a l . I n  fulfilling 

that responsibility the justices erected a new branch of government that 

has contributed powerfully to the flowering of the American federal 

state,^

President Washington exhibited a great interest in the Court. 

In selecting his initial and inter appointees for that bench he kept in 

mind the idea that the "due administration of justice is the firmest 

pillar of good government," and the justices who opened the August 1791 

term of the Court had been carefully chosen. Sitting in the Mayor's 

Court at that time were Chief Justice John Jay (New York) and Associate 

Justices William Cushing (Massachusetts), James filson (Pennsylvania), 

John Blair (Virginia), and James Iredell (North Carolina). Associate 

Justice Thomas Johnson (Maryland) was absent. They were prominent and



experienced men and represented the country's major geographical regions,
qq

And it is no disparagement that they were all Federalists, Appearing 

before the court while it sat in Hall were Edmund Randolph,

Alexander Hamilton, and John Marshall.

The Court had little business to handle until 1792, but then it 

d i an increasing volume of work and some decisions of lasting

importance in several constitutional areas had been made by 1800. One of 

the opinions concerned the role of the Court in the government. Prompted 

by Jefferson, Washington on July 18, 1793 requested the justices’ advice 

on 29 questions concerning neutrality, but the judges refused to heed 

that request. By so doing, the Court affirmed its strictly judicial 

character and guaranteed its role as an independence branch of the govern­

ment. The significance of this precedent has become increasingly apparent 

since 1800.39

The busy justices while in Old City Hall also established not­

able precedents concerning federal and state legislation. In Hylton v. 

United States (February 1796) the Court exercised its power of judicial 

review in passing upon the legality of a Congressional act. This action 

occurred seven years before Marshall used the same power in Marbury v. 

Madison. Boldly sailing through other uncharted waters, the Court in 

Ware v. Hylton, the great British debts case, (February 1796) asserted 

the supremacy of federal over state laws, and in Calder v. Bull (1798) 

warned that flate legislation opposed to the Constitution would be de­

clared invalid,40
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The forthrightness of the Court in matters affecting the states 

was truly remarkable» In the famous case of Chisholm v. Georgia, the jus­

tices said that citizens of one state could sue another state, to the sur­

prise, indignation and ire of Georgia, other states and many individuals. 

Very active and vocal, opponents of the decision caused Congress to 

approve and send to the states an amendment prohibiting such suits, and
a -t

it was finally ratified as the Eleventh Amendment in 1798. A

In addition to deciding on vital internal questions, the Court 

made an extremely important decision respecting external affairs. Wash­

ington’s neutrality policy concerning embattled England and France was 

endangered by the activities of Frenchmen and their sympathizers in this 

country. Especially was this true concerning prizes taken by French ships, 

which were frequently brought into American harbors and disposed of under 

the authority of French consuls. Several lower federal courts had held 

that they had no jurisdiction over such matters» but in 1794 the Supreme 

Court clearly stated in Glass v. Sloop Betsey that district courts could 

adjudicate admiralty questions and that French consuls had no right to 

hold admiralty courts. The high tribunal's assertion of federal juris­

diction over admiralty affairs benefited the policy of neutrality and 

helped to establish "respect amongst other nations for the sovereignty of 

the country.«42

II

During the period in which the Supreme Court sat in Old City 

Ball, the City government also used the building. But after the turn of
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the century, the vnr i-ru* m  i ice , ,b tin ttntrip'j a dun 1!(\

moved elsewhere, 1«, id na yu'-*"« four * ;mw> {a ! ¡n> .>1 •,: mu >,

the Select and Coit-ion Councils did in l1'-! ’, A < 1 o ' , I ;c r -\ 'a' , ac t m

by the City, various public and private organizations moved in, and in 

1913 the Grand Army of the Republic, the Reserve Association, the Pennsyl 

vania Prison Association and the Boy Scouts of America occupied the build 

iiig,43

Over the years Old City Hall also served as a meeting place for 

numerous groups, Philanthropic, business and religious societies used 

its rooms and helped to make the edifice a vital and living structure. * 

In 1922 the American Institute of Architects restored Old City 

Hall and in 19SI the National Park Service assumed the admin istration of 

toe 1'uii dm;. Since 1921 it has served a*, r< museum.

Ill

¡f all Oli. €it\ Hall's historical associations, the one with 

the Supreme Court of the United States is the most meaningful. Like the 

early Executive and Legislative departments, the Court in the 1790's 

blazed a new trail and helped to create ,< lasting basis for American con­

stitutional government.

Ch«;;>i 'i IJ
Section 2
rave 4



Chapter îî 
Section 3 
Pace 1

«'VA! PATIOr OP HISTORICAL
ir-rpo <:n \m

Old City Hall has national significance for Americans, just as 

have the State House and Congress Hall. During the early years under the 

constitution, the justices of the United States Supreme Court delivered 

several precedent-making decisions in the Mayor's Court of Old City Hall. 

These opinions helped to define the relationship of the Court to the 

Executive Branch, made the initial case for the paramount nature of fed­

eral laws over state laws, and affirmed the supremacy of the national 

government in international affairs, Congress sitting in Congress Hall 

in the 1790's had no more difficult a task in implementing the constitu­

tion than did the Supreme Court, yet both succeeded in their tasks re­

markably well.

It is not surprising that only recently Americans have begun 

to recognize the historical merit of )H C « y Hall. Too busy making a 

nation, citizens for many years neglected all the old government build­

ings in Independence Square, and by World War I Old City Hall hid fallen 

into a deplorable state. Yet some individuals in Philadelphia had be­

come aware of its importance and by 1922 the old home of the national 

Supreme Court had been restored. Fortunately, the restoration saved 

much of the original building for posterity.

As feu' as the present state of the exterior is concerned, the 

following can be said:



1» The building’s 1*790-91 design has never been fundamentally 

changed» and today Old City Hall appears as it did when constructed.

2. The brick shell and stone foundation date from 1790-91, ex­

cepting minor repairs.

3. The roof was relaid after the fire of 1823 and after the 

restoration.

4. The cupola was rebuilt after the f ire of 1823.

5. There was no balcony until after 1800. The existing bal­

cony dates from the 1921-22 restoration,

6. The cornice, marble band course and marble embellishments 

for the doors and windows date from 1790-91, excepting minor repairs,

7. The west door, trim,and jamb panelling in the south end of 

Old City Hall, on the basis of architectural evidence, date from 1790-91.

8. The 1790-91 design of all the doors is unknown.

9. The design of the windows has remained the same from 1790-91 

except that doors replaced the central window in the bay, the first floor 
northeast window and the third window south of it, and the first floor 

northwest window during the 19th century. Three of these windows were 

restored in 1921-22, but it is not known when the northernmost window on 

Fifth Street was restored.

With regard to the current nature of the structural numbers of 

Old City H-i.ll, it appears that:

10. The old, charred wooden members in the attic date from
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11» The old, charred members in the second floor date from

1790-91»

12. The old members in the i irst floor probably date from 1790-91.

13. The new wooden members and steel beams throughout the build­

ing date from the 19th and 20th centuries.

The state of the first f i o c o v:.terior can be summarized as

follows;

14. The American Institute of Architects restored the first 

floor in 1921-22.

15. The present arrangement and measurements of the rooms cor­

respond with the 1790-91 scene.

16. The restored »fairway is apparently correct for 1790-91.

17. It is not known if the present wainscoting, cornices, judges* 

bench in the Mayor’s Court, fireplace details and hardware are identical 

with those of 1790-91, Most of the wainscoting ̂ cornices and wood trim 

was found by the A.I.A. to be "old" work and was retained.

With regard to the second floor;

18. The American Institute of Architects also restored the second 

floor in 1921-22.

19. The second floor’s rooms apparently duplicate those of 1790- 

91 in both arrangement and measurements.

20. Again, it is not known if the present wainscoting, cornices, 

fireplace details and hardware are identical with those of 1790-91, How­

ever, as with the first floor much of that found in 1921-22 was retained.
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All of the preceding points to tiro immediate courses of action—  

protection of existing features and the carrying out of a program of re­

search to verify their authenticity. Before any structural or restoration 

work is undertaken, a search should be made to locate plans, vouchers, and 

papers relating to the construction of the building. In addition the ex» 

tant papers of all men who sat as justices of the Supreme Court through 

1800 should be examined for materials reflecting the appearance of Old 

City Hall during that period. All extant records not yet covered of city 

agencies that used the building during the 19th century and all city agen­

cies responsible for the building's maintenance and repairs should be ex­

amined. All extant papers of members of A.I.A. committees taking part in 

the 1921-22 restoration should also be examined.
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1803-1813 MS [City Hall, 2nd Bank, U.S.], Mg. 7, 1805; Survey, 1821; 
Plan, 1824.

28. Supra, 2.

29. Survey, 1821; Plan, 1824; Plan, 1959; Minutes of the Corporation,
Common Council, Book 1, vol. II, Jan. 18, 1793 to Oct, 3, 1796 [Micro­
film, Independence National Historical Park Files], 27.

30. Supra, 9.
31. Hazard1s legister, III, July 1835 to Oct. 6, 1836, 197; Journal of

the Common Counci 1, 1838-1839, Appendix, 145-51; Commissioner of Recrea­
tion, "Ind. Hall Papers," Curator's files, 1913 [Jordan's Plan of the
Interior],

32. Survey, 1821; Plan, 1824; Plan, 1959.

33. Ibid.; Minutes of the Select Council, Oct. 14, 1796-April 4, 1799 
TMM, C i u v  Archives), 7, 18. See Illustration No. 33 for outlines 
of oval and straight partitions.

34. Plan, 1824; Plan, 1959; Minutes of the Corporation, Common Council,
Book 1, vol. II, Jan. 18, 1793 to Oct. 3, 1796 [Microfilm, Indepen­
dence National Historical Park Files]; 5.

35. Minutes of the City Council, 1789-1793, MSS [City Hall, 2nd Bank, U.S.] 
14, 16; Hazard's Register, If, 326, XVI, 197; Public Ledger, May 10, 
1852; Plan, I f M ; Plan, <959.

36. Although the Court met on the second floor of the building once, there 
is no justification for fitting’s claim that it met there regularly,
Frank K, fitting, An Historical Account of the Old State House of Penn- 
syIvan La mow Known us taU ind epende oc e~TPh i lade'lphia, 181)11
140-151. Robert P. Reeder, in hi;» «»"tide, "The First Homes of the 
Supreme Court of the United States," Proceedings of the American Philo­
sophical Society, LXVVI (1936), 585, offers a convincing case for the 
Court's meeting in the Mayor's Court. Also, see The Philadelphia 
Monthly Magazine, I (June 1798), 334.

37. Charles Uarren, The Supreme Cour < i. United • ta ; es History (Boston,
i, t; Ernest 3. Pates* The S Lory of Hie Supreme Court (Ncvr York, 

1936), 62; Carl B. Swisher, however’,’ "nf \ 'more recent “work, Itraerican 
Constitutional Development (New York, 1943), 98, holds that "cases olf 
no""great general importance" were heafd in this period.

Chapter II
Notes
Page 4



38.

Chapter 1.1
Notes
fago 5

G e o r g e  V a s h in r t o n  to Edmund Randolph, Sept. 27, 17.89, in J a re d  ¿ p a r k s
( e d . ), The Writings of George Washington (New York, 1847), X , 34-35; 
Gazette of the United States {PhiL-mh tup. 3, 1.791; warren, The Supreme 

^ ' it3 > 57» 102, 110, 140-91.
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Contributionship, Survey Bk., 1795-1824, Survey #4045, pp. 388-389

1 have Surveyed The City Hall belonging to the "Mayor, Aldermen A 
Citizens, of Philadelphia, situate on the bonth-wost corner of Chosnut 
i: Fifth streets, being 50 feet, front on Chesnui 0 75 feet (including 
the octagon), on Fifth street -- tiro stories high, —  IS A 22in vails —  
The lover story divided into four rooms, A large hall, floor of G/i333 
yellow pine— Base round, double architrave round the cioors--a.il the 
wind mss finish'd with single architraves A circular heads--Glass 12 by 
183n— a double sett of sash in three windows on 5'th street--one of the 
rooms occupied as the Mayors office— has a bar in the .middle of the 
l loor, rases, two steps, A. finished with a circ .¡lar rail A turn,d uanis- 
tors, panne 1 V. below about 8 feet vide A a platform at the south ana 
elevated about 4 feet— two front doors, A tho dor into the Mayors 
office have circular sash over them.--in the Hall is a large open newel 
stair case leading into the garret, finished with open brackets, turn,d 
banisters, A large painted rails,— The 2nt* Story is divided into five 
rooms % passage, 5/iir‘ yellow pine floor, base A subbase round, double 
architraves to the door;? A windows, the jambs panned,d inside, wooden 
cornice round the passage A con1} council chamber with modillions Sr 
dental— two doors finish’d with circular sash over them--a large arch 
with open (pilasters ?] A double architraves on the landing of the 2nc 
floor--T h e  Garret is not plaster’d— on e circular dormer [?]
opening out to the roof of the octagon--which is covered with copper—  
a Pediment in front with a circular window therein.--the roof Slipfd 
at each corner— a modillion A dental cave round, copper gutters & 
pipes— an octagon cupola on the roof, the openings finished with cir­
cular heads & single architrave with modillions round the pedastal. 
an ash hole in the cellar.--{ref ? 3 about l/2 worn.

12th ¡io 29th 1821 * John C. E vans

No 4045 Jan 5th 1822
$18,000 @  4 pet __ 200 1). 

with liberty of naval stores in the cellar 
(gunpowder excepted
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S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  i_ r r  U v  R es t o r a  c io n  o f  O li  G i l  »• ha 1 1 1 • »-or p r in t e d
s p e c i f i e o  Lions in th e  In d e p e n d e n c e  National H i s t o r i c a l  Part files]

[loci ions 1-83, G e n e r a l  provisions, omitted]

LlAllNGo AND GPGCl'ICl-Tl’NS

6 4 . The d r a w in g s  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  are t:o be tab 'on  as a w h o le  and n o t
s e p a r a t e l y ,  and they are intended to e x p l a i n  and illustrate each other. 
A n y t h in g  shown on th e  d r a w in g s  and not mentioned in th e  specifications, 
or vice-versa, or anything not expressly set forth in either, but w h ic h  
is reasonably implied shall he. furnished and p e r fo rm e d  the sane as if 
both were shown and m e n t io n e d .

85, Should a u v  difference, discrepancies o r  doubt exist, th e  bidder 
s h a l l  apply to the Architect for further and particular instructions 
for each case, before submitting his proposal; and upon failing to do 
so th e  successful bidder to whom the contract shall be awarded shall 
at his own expense, and to the satisfaction of th e  Architect furnish 
any and ili material a n d  labor required to complete the work according 
to the true intent and meaning of the drawings and specifications, as 
no allowance shall be made in behalf of the contractor by reason of any 
error on his part,

88, Drawings n u m bered  one to t v e n t y - f o u r  (1 to '¿̂ ) inclusive with th e  
notes thereon together w i t h  these specifications form the basis upon 
which the contract is made. The general c h a r a c t e r  of the work is shown 
upon th e  drawings b u t  all details will be subject to minor modifica­
tions iii the drawings showing the work at f u l l  size. Detail drawings 
subsequently furnisheel will be baser! upon the requirements of the con­
tract drawings and the s p e c i f leafions and arc to be considered explan­
atory of th e  s a m e . Bidders in making estimates must taken into account 
an d  make a l lo w a n c e  for reasonable variations in  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  f u l l  
s i z e  and other details from the smaller scale drawings. Figures dimen­
sions arc to  be taken in p r e f e r e n c e  to  scale measurements and any dis­
crepancies in either will be adjusted, on referring the same to the 
Architect,

67« The Contractor, upon application to the office of the Architect 
after the a w a rd  of the contract will be furnished with the necessary 
contract drawings and specifications and three (3) copies of each of the 
s c ,le  an d  f u l l  s i z e  detail drawings subsequently made.
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SPECIAL 120TE -  CHAItACIEf OP 'Plil£ iQPK

75, The attention o f  all bidders is called to the special character 
of the work involved in the restoration of t h i s  historic b u i l d i n g .  O n ly  
the highest class of workmanship an d  the b e s t  g r a d e s  o f  materials will 
be a c c e p t e d .  Particular care must be e x o r c i s e d  to guard against dam age  
to old work w h ic h  is to be removed and replaced. Men w o rk  must corres­
pond in design and character of m a t e r ia  I s , w i t h  old w o r k , unless other­
wise specified or shown,

7 7 , In order to secure s a t i s f a c t  o r y  r e s a .U  s all of the provisions of 
the G e n e r a l  C o n d i t io n s  will be s t r i c t l y  enforced, and  special attention 
o f  the Contractor is dieected to the f a l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s : -  ,73 as to 
"Qualifications of B id d e r s ;  rf31~as to "Material Samples"; # 3 6 - a s  to "Com­
petent iJorkaen"; #42-as to "Defective Uork”; and yi5 as to "Sub-Contractors,

INSPECTOR Oil 
CLS.PJC-0F -  T H E -.-<0ItXS

78, The Contractor for the construction of the w o rk  under this c o n t r a c t  
is to include in his proposal a  sum sufficient to p a y  the c o s t  of one 
Inspector (Herein died the C l e r k - o f - t h e - W o r k s ) at a compensation of Two 
H undred  and Fifty (1250,00) Dollars per month, during the progress of the 
w o rk  arid covering specifically the period f r o m  the day on which the con­
tractor is notified to begin the work, until th e  final completion and 
acceptance by  the Architect and the Director, of all work included in the 
c o n t r a c t .

79, The C l e r k - o f - t h e - H b r k s  shall be selected and approved by the Archi­
tect, with th e  approval of the Director, and he shall be subject to removal 
only by the a c c d t e c t .  He shall have such authority over th e  work as shall 
bo delegated to him by the Architect,

DEMOLITION, ETC .

80, A l l  m a t e r i a l  from the alterations is th e  p r o p e r t y  o f  the City and 
shall be stored o r  rem o v e d  by the Contractor as directed by the A r c h i t e c t ,  
All rubbish as directed by the Architect t o  oe .removed from the premises,

8 1 , Fork indicated by dotted lines on th e  drawings is to be taken down 
and material which is not to be used again in th e  building shall be re­
moved or stored on the premises as say be directed by the Architect, Any 
old bricks, stone, cem ent or c l e a n  earth from t h e  demolition may be u s e d  
for filling but no old plaster or wood shall be so used.



82. All the present iron area gratings and also the rai itindow
#6 shall be removed. The present cellar window guards are to remain.

83. Cut out openings 17, 18, 18a, 19 leaving the old stone heads in 
place. Opening #1 is to be cut down to the cellar floor. Cut opening 
116 to floor, as shown.

84. The present structure between 1 Hall and Philosophical
Hall is to be entirely removed. Present outside cellar entrance steps are 
to be removed.

86, All walls, old cells, piers, vaults» platforms, iron columns, 
rd “ir}, partitions, etc. not shown or if .indie a tod by dotted lines are to
bo removed as directed by the Architect, All pits, holes or trenches in
the basement floor shall be carefully filled up with suitable material,

86. The entire present cement floor in basement is to be removed and 
the ground leveled off to permit a new cement floor being laid at the level 
of the present floor,

87. All pipes or conduits on walls or ceilings throughout the building
shall be removed.

88. Present soil drains under the cellar floor shall bo removed to the 
outside of the building and the ends where cut off thoroughly filled with 
cement.

89. Chimneys shown in dotted line and tops of chimneys so shown are to 
l«' removed.

90. Olxi u>' l Is n iv under the collar floor arc to be cleaned oat ;uui 
filled n,< a, i ccpdix-d bv t he City dopui,» lions.

BRICK W0B1

91. All bricks, unless otherwise specified, shall be new of good qual­
ity, straight, hard and uniformly well burned. No soft or salmon brick
permitted. Bricks must have a crushing strength of not less than 20000 
pounds per square inch. Clean, whole, hard brick from the present building 
may be used again, but no other old brick shall be used except as may be 
directed for face work,

92. All brick shall have a full bed of fresh made mortar and be rubbed, 
pressed or tapped down to force the mortar into the irregularities in the 
bed of the bricks and to bring the upper surface of each course of brick
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straight to a lino and level. The joints of tried forming interior of 
nail shall be flashed, solid oith soft mortar at each coarse,

93. Thickness of mortar beds and joints for hard brick shall be from 
1/4» to 3/8«.

94» faces of new brick walls in basement shall have the joints neatly 
pointed.

Appendix B
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BOND

95. Ill brick must be well bounded every coarse in piers and jambs or 
reveals of openings. The body of walls must be bonded with rows of headers 
not less than every sixth course.

96. All intersecting walls must be thoroughly tied or bonded into each
other. lew walls must be carefully bonded walls.

4ALL Cfbv3£3 AND PB.TOxAXIONS

97. No empty spaces shall be left in the walls unless distinctly shown 
on the plans or airected by these sp.v itications or by the Architect, Pipe 
sleeves, anchors, etc. supplied by Contractors for heating, ventilating.,
and electric wiring shall be fcuiJt u>,

98. All holes or chases shall be built up on completion as directed.

ARCHES

99. All arches must be turned on centers with joints radiating truly. 
Face brick must be neatly ground.

FACE BUCK

100. Face brick shall carefully match existing work. Old brick shall
be procured if possible and used for patching. New brickwork shall be very 
carefully toothed into the old work,

101. Pacing of new retaining wall on fifth Street shall be Faldo Bros* 
hand made brick to match the present wall around Independence Square.

102. All joints in face brick must be slightly depressed or otherwise 
pointed as directed by the Architect.



PATCHING

10.1* All o ld  s t o n v  and brick rails in  h rr>euont shall be s p r i n k l e d  w it h  
n h o se  thoroughly rushed lorn clean. A l l  h o . i are- to be s t o p p e d  w i t h  
brick and cem ent mortar in a earefnly manner, Particular attention n u o t  
be p a id  io  F i l l i n g  in under an d  a ro u n d  basement rtmiow m i l s  and froues,

1 *0 4 , The openings in  1 u i  a rt; t o  be r a t e  b e d . Arches i n  present b a s e ­
ment w a l l s  near N o r t h  one! of building shall Do arefully r e b u i l t .

Ids. Above the basement, all old joint holes, stove pipe crocks or 
holes, openings in flues and any other defaced sorb shall be carefully 
filled in arid patched with brickwork in the neatest manner anc the whole 
building left ready for plastering. Mew fire places and chimney breasts 
are t: ft built a, osown.

IOC, Care roust bo taken to see that no bricks are inserted dry. There 
must be plenty o f  m o r t a r  in a l l  holes or joints. Any old holes w h ic h  a r e  
now loosely filled v rith  brick must have th e  o l d  bricks rem oved  and built 
up solid,

107, Note the doorways are to be walled up under windows 105-114

AEEAS

108, A l l  a r e a s  a t  all c e l l a r  w in d ow s  she: I b f a c e d  w i t h  b r i c k  to m atch
exterior of the building» The present facing of areas which may be in 
g o o d  c o n d i t i o n  after the area d r a in s  a r e  put in shall remain,

109, All areas shall be p a v e d  w it h  stretcher b r i c k  laid dry on 2” of 
sana.
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BEARING PLATES

ll<‘. The bricklayer must carefully set all bearing plates for beans, 
girders or columns. Each plate must bo set level and hammered down solid 
on a bed of mortar consisting of one measure of Portland Cement and two 
parts of sand.

Bail FILLING

All spaces between ends of joists must be carefully built in 
solidly with brick and mortar.
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PROTECTION

lid. Fhen the bricklayer resides work vu any section of wall that has 
been left stand in,?, he must reset any loose mortar and dampen the upper 
surface of walls before proceeding -nth brickwork»

ANCHORS

11!. The bricklayer must build in all irons, anchors, lugs, bolts,
clamps, etc necessary to secure any work which may be furnished by other 
contractors or sub-contractors.

MORTAR

115, The mortar shall c o n s of one measure of Portland Cement {"CEMENT") 
to throe measures of clean, sharp, eoarse-gi'ained, down river sand, free 
from clay, less. or organic matter. No Bordentown sand to be used. Cement 
and sand must be on water-tight platforms or in boxes which must be large 
enough to contain a batch of mortar with sufficient space left to permit 
of turning over and thoroughly mixing a dry batch, otherwise two boxes or 
fjitfon."« must be used a jtornately f'r mortar. Before using, Limoid to the 
amount o f  10% of the weight of the cement is to  be added and thoroughly 
mixed.

I Id , it j*. important that batch, s shoil be made m .uch quantities ad
c-.n be u.kh! as made, lot mooring 'f  +he m«>r t ir \ i l l  »»at bt permitted,
.lot ww i n '  f.xa wArg shall ic  colon ¡: .*>. lii <>ot> u.

FIREPLACES

11?, All fireplaces si*’ll have trimmer arches to support the hearths. 
Fireplace hearths and the brick facings and backs and jambs shall be of 
selected stretcher brick laid in cement mortar with cement mortar joints. 
Soapstone or marble borders for hearths as shown on detail drawings or 
elsewhere as specified. Sample bride must be submitted to and approved 
by the Architect.

116» ¡¡-'resent stone facings of two fire places in Mayor’s Court arc to 
be cleaned and are to remain. A1 t ’ ^replaces shall have new facings
as marked on the drawings. All brick Lacks and jambs shall be neatly par­
geted.



B

MICHE

119» Niche shown for clocks shall be carefully formed as shown on the 
drawing and as directtid.

OUTSIDE PINING

ui d‘ hi.' r*< m s  spine and .e-kv ~vve new ¡nniriu tk«- tutiding is 
,-.1 1 )  , >' :u ci'ter iu>- <r. r* i,, f  I n i  ■ uu li i once v  <oved an d
gooQ condition.

CLEANING

191» On completion or whenever the Archil'. c i shall direct, the entire 
exterior of the building shall be carefully cleaned and the pointing patched 
and repaired whore necessary ana the whole left clean and in good repair.

IN . 
to be n
XfcU. t XII

CSi 'ENT

122. T h is  specification s h a l l  cover all cement used in the building for 
any purpose,

123, nit eemen »hall bo Portland and must be tested at the contractor's 
expense by Messrs. Booth, Garrett & Blair or other inspectors approved by
the Architects. All cement rejected must be immediately removed by the Con- 
tractor.

124. The Contractor must submit the cement ana afford every facility for 
inspection and testing in ample timo before he desires to use it; all cement 
aic l be delivered in suitable original pack-ages (Barrels or canvas bags) 
properly marked. Cement when delivered at the building must bear the in­
spector*« mark of approval.

125, All cement must be suitably housed and thoroughly protected from the 
weather and key* off the ground by proper flooring,

12(>. Samples for testing shall be taken from iOy of the packages but the 
Architects reserve the right to have inspectors take sample t n«n «etch bar­
rel or bag delivered if they for any reason deem it advisable*

I'.-'Ni'&l.
12?. Mot less than 90# of the cement must pass a standard #100 sieve.
Not less than 75# of the cement must pass a standard #200 sieve.
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SPECIFIC GfcAVITÏ

128
lot less t

TIME OF SETTING

IT'D, Cement muc 1. not develop initial s./t in less then thirty minutes end
develop hard set in not less than one h ;ur nor mere than eijiiit hours.

C ‘FSloFCY OF "OUidF

130, Cemcnt shall pass the standard tests.

TENSILE STRENGTH

131, The tensile strength of briquettes made of one part cement and three 
part^ standard sand, one square inch in cross section, shall meet the fol­
lowing requirements.

After 7 days (l day in air, 6 days in water) - 200 pounds.
After ?8 days (1 day u. ur, '7 lips in water)- 300 pounds.

The strength at 28 days shall be higher than at 7 days,

COT STONE [fORK

132, The Cut Stone Contractor is to furnish all cut stone both interior
and exterior (including granite and marble work) which nay ho called for or 
properly inferred from the plans, whether particularly herein mentioned or 
not.

133, ¡ 1  exterior marble shall be Pennsylvania mri Ic like the coping of 
the wall now around Independence Hall,

134, all new exterior granite shall watch as nearly as possible the pre­
sent front entrance steps and bo according to sample which must be submitted 
to and approved by the Architect,

135, The finish of all stone except granite shall match the present as 
nearly as possible.

STEPS

133» Present entrance steps at door 108 arc to he taken down and recut 
with nosing and carefully reset on the present foundations.
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13?» Platforms, step ami sills as shown .n lee drawing«* at entrance L04, 
113» 130 of yro.nito. Prevent sills ore to remain at Poors 104-IPO. Mew 
plinth blocks as she/;. ? t, those nisi ran cos,

UP, One near stone to Match the old. as 'nearly as possible is repaired in 
the Ijasi course over •dunw' 33, Tht. stone lacing around window pi1 which 
shoves marie. of the oil iron steps is to be talon door; arid lhe stones reversed, 
roclfessea and reset.

133» New granite shall be dressed with a coarse bush hammer as directed 
by the Architects,

CHIMNEY CAPS

140. All chimneys shall have new blue stone caps in one piece.

PIER CAPS

.141, Dressed blue stone pier caps Bf' thick shall be provided on new piers 
in basement under liayorh Court,

AREAS

142. New area coping is required for window $5 of stone to match the other 
area coping»,. A h  >tner area copings are to be reset.

WINDOW SILLS

143» New marble sills for windows as shown on the drawings. The present 
»> u  l <4 window 120 A is to remain. New sills for windows N'h . IM-ile A» 
118,

POINTING

144, All joints in present stone work ¿.h*t J o*- carefully regpointed so 
that every joint is filled with mortar and finished, flushing the neatest 
pass t ¡1 ' w > r ¡er.

145, All h  nie work at base course and reveal of basement windows shall 
be carefully patched with cenenfc mortar. Ail holes shall he fi liv'd and the 
work left neat and complete,

I'kN All mortar for point m g  r>*, :.onsist of Atlas white cement aid white 
or dark sand as the Architect may direct +n Mat«,1' » - nearly as possible the 
present work.
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FIREPLACES

’ ' 5. Thu present stone ib-ieing o f  two • •' * u .luces ir. Layerf t> Court shall be 
carefully cleaned and ropoinieri and noo straw. i'neinr to natch ,shall i be fur­
nished for f ir epiaee in City Treasures ’ , f t e, .

i-ity Fireplaces in the Supreme Court Chamber an,a i l  be provided with aei: 
marble cuter hearths and facings set in the most careful manner, T h is  mar­
ble shall match that of Fireplaces in Congress Ball according to sample to 
be selected by the Architect, Facings to he 7/8" thief, polished ara hearths 
IF1 thick. The hearths shall be cut as sheen on the drawings and sot on cement 
sill on ton of trimmer arctics.

l/!9. Ail i i rep lares except the too in the Supreme Court Chamber shall have 
soapstone borders l~l/2n thick around the brick hearths as detailed*

CEMENT F L 0 0 1

1 5 0 . Throughout the basement there1 shall be a concrete floor. The ground 
shall be leveled off and carefully compacted. Three inches of concrete 
shell ihen  be placed» Concrete shati be composed of one part Portland Cement, 
a;; specified under heading of Cement, two parts clean, washed sharp sand or 
gravel, and five parts r n n ' l  e I r  *.n and anthracite cinders, Concrete sh  t i t  be 
mixed in tight boxes. No cinder concrete shall be allowed to touch any iron 
pipe. Where soil pipe is run under cellar floor it must be protected by 2”
of stone concrete,

151, On top of this concrete, while it is still green, there ¿»lull be 
placed a 1" coat of Portland Cem ent one part end hard w h it e  sand 1 -1 / 2  parts, 
carefully smoothed and graded as required*

PLASTERING

GENERAL

152* The entire first and second stories and the entire basement except 
coal room, unless otherwise specified, shall re plastered after the manner 
of the best three coat work, each coat to dry separately. Collar ceiling 
entirely pi altered,

.153, The finished coat throughout the building is to be new but the under 
coat now on brick wails where perfectly sound may remain,

154, The at lie ril» not be plastered but the stair well will be completely 
plastered.
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155, Before beginning his work the plasterer shall carefully examine all 
wallsf partitions and ceilings and notify the carpenter of all that are not 
plumb and true and shall see that defects are corrected before any lathing 
is done.

156. All present plaster on lath is to be carefully removed (except where 
cornices and ceiling ornaments are to remain) and old lath renailed). All 
h u h  on cellar ceiling is to be removed.

15?. All present plaster on brick walls is to be carefully hacked all over, 
- no loose plaster or any painted or papered surface is to be allowed to re­
main - cracks on these walls are to be cut out wide enough to permit of care­
ful filling.

,uC i\ » LAoiA

1M* A 11 nuts a»*• raud > inJei' md do-v ihvme.. sh/u I bo eu d u l l y  met 
pl.istvrvil to off .'<>! ja i lv  >top the air hd ore Go* casmu art put up.

LATHING

159* All new  lathing i n  the building shall be galvanised, expanded metal 
1 1 to of §22 gauge of an approved make, securely nailed so the joists and 
studs. This hitb eon1 * cover all girders projecting below the ceiling lino.

160. All furring, stud partitions, ceilings including entire cellar stair 
soffits, etc, shall be covered with new Jath as above except where old wood
i i*h is specified to remain. All lath work shall be secure and true to line 
and well nailed.

161, After the scratch coat of plaster on lath is dry, it shall be covered 
with #19 -2” mesh, galvanized poultry wire securely nailed before the brown 
coat is applied.

CONNER BEADS

162* At All vertical angles both interior or exterior, there shall be 
galvanized Expansion Corner beads made by the Milwaukee Corrugating Company.

MORTAR

163, Matorin.1 ' 1 for scratch coat shall e node up as folio'*;:

To one barrel of lime paste add thre* harm 1 % of sand and plenty of well 
beaten, water soaked, long winter c a t f to  In r* G a u g e  each cubic yard of this
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mixture with three bags of Best. Bros. Keene’s Cement "Regular" of 100 lbs, 
each.

164, Material for brown coat shall be the same as the scratch coat except 
that there shall be four parts of sand in place of three and the hair will 
be omitted.

.3 65, M a t e r i a l  for i" i n i s h  coat shall la,? >• »11, i ■ s :

ti,-n parts, by weight, of Best: Bros, Keene hi cement "Regular", one 
part, by 'weight of Tiger Brand Khit'e Rock finish (.hydrated lime). Gauge lino 
paste on the mortar board in the usual maimer in, x'?e proportions heroinborofe
mentioned. Each batch, to be thoroughly m ix e d  before- laying; on.

166. finish coat must be straight in all directions and troweled to a hard, 
smooth glossy surface» final troweling must not be done until the material 
has nearly set. Sprinkle brown coat if it is bone dry.

167. Tiger Brand White lock finish must be aoaked in water for 
12 hours before using.

WHITEWASHING

168. All wol.s m  the cellar except where white coated ;»nai! be whitewashed 
one good c

CORNICES

169, For detail of cornices see drawing,;. Present cornice remains in 
Mayor’s Court but it is to be patched where ree, hired.

170, Present cornices remain in Supreme Court Chamber. Cornice on Worth 
side Supreme Court Chamber and second story hall is to to t.Uom down and re­
set in perfect condition when the partition, is finished.

171, Ceiling ornami nter of Supreme Court Chamber is to remain, but
other oraaaea 3 be removed.

PATCHING

172. The City «will not V  iiihle for patching of plaster damaged by any 
workman. Any damage done? to the- plaster, no matter by whom caused, shall be 
repairod by the contractor at no expense to the City,
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ROOFING

m e  smngj.es.

; , ( vi>' î . <•>' i <>' uiiig « ;
carefully cemented into brie
4’ü  t*

jf the same copper not less than 8" in width
¡'i , ¡is m  ¡4 > 1 'w ’m u ; . i i ’ i H "li­

ne. All hips and ridges shall bo flashed under every coarse of shingles 
with 1/1 0 2 » copper,

1?", Flash and make tight at! places required to be water-tight whether
specially mentioned or not.

178. Mote copper flashings required over outside ¡rim of doors 118-120.

GUTTERS

179. Remove the tin of present stop gutters and .replace the same with 16 
0 2 » soft copper. Copper to be carried up under the shingles to a point 8" 
above the top of stop gutters. All joints to be carefully locked and soldered. 
Gutters to be carefully graded to the rain conductors and tightly connected.

€ toUliCTOkb,

ISO, There shall be four rainwater conductor', x lu ot coId rilled cop­
per with heads and straps to match those on Coiure,- » dih ^ fit. h Chestnut 
Streets» These shall bo connected to the underground drainage,

CUPOLA

181, The finit 1 te * > mc of new 16 oz, cold rolled cooper.

The average height of flashing at the sides of cupola inside is about 
4*-0“, This and the deck above with trap door to be of 16 oz. soft copper 
laid with carefully locked and soldered joints. Deck to be carefully graded 
to throw off v/ater. Beck on Bay on the South iilevation and roof oi cupola to 
be covered in the sa me manner.

Weather var. * i » to be left in pc-rf oct working order.
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182» Repair the present lightning rods. See that the wires for same are 
carefully grounded and leave all the work in perfect condition.

GENEFcAL

184. In generai do all t+dnga necessary to matin all the roofing work 
tboroo;. lily v'cather-iight, secure and Herman, at.

1(4-1» Carefully clean and oil all copper •wort, except where qo.lied for as 
painted at completion and keep all roof "ark it, repair and the building free' 
from leaks from whatever cause occurring., for a period cl one year from the 
time of final payment.

m n  work

185, In addition to all light iron work, such w> prill“-., anchors, tie 
rods, etc., this sub-contractor shall include all structure l ’uterini indi­
cated on the drawings or ini'erred therefrom or called for in the specifica­
tions .

186, This work shall include all trusses, beams, charnels, girders, 
angles, etc. together with plates, anchors, separators, tie rods ana bolts 
pertaining to these,

18?, All work must be set as rapidly as the masonry will permit so as not 
to interfere with or delay any other work.

MATERIAL

188, all beams, angles, channels, plates, etc must be medium open hearth 
steel of an ultimate tensile, strength of i'roi-i 60,000 to 70,000 pounds per 
square inch; elastic limit shall not be less than 35,000 nor more th <. • p ‘H) 
lbs. per square inch.

WORKMANSHIP

189, All the work must be- carefully done after the runner practised in the 
best shops and according to recognized standards of t 'lass work,

190, All field ¡'fork shall be bolted with 3 / f  bolts unless otherwise speci­
fied, dashers shall he used vrith all bolts and the bolts u'v, !l lo long 
enough to prevent any bearing on the threads.
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191, All the work must be perfectly true and plumb and shall, when com- 
pleted, be a finished piece of work.

BEAMS AN!) GIRDERS

192, beams, etc. are sho' :n on t.V plans ;md details. If weight is not 
marked "American’'' minimum section shall be «red,

193. Aid connections to beams shat! be as detailed and, if not detailed,, 
shall 9c according to American standards.

194» All beans, girders and trusses shall have steel bearing plates accord­
in''' la sizes on plans, or, if not marked, according to American standards. 
these hearing plates oust be perfectly flat and must be set on die w?,ll in 
neat Portland Cerent as directed by the Architect.

198» All beams to have the bearings indicated, or, i' not indicated they 
shall bo according to the standard requirements. All beams winch are in 
pairs s>v«ii have cast iron plate separators, and bolts not more than 4’ apart 
as nay be required. Beams resting on walls above first floor line shall have 
wrought iron anchors at the end 12” long.

TRUSS

198» The large truss detailed on sheet #22 is to be very carefully built 
and erected. No cutting of brickwork, beyond that necessary for the intro­
duction of the bearing beams, will be permitted.

197. NOTE rods required for lateral bracing on sheet 22.

COLUMNS

198. Two 4” heavy weight tally columns shall, be placed in the wood columns 
supporting the gallery in the Mayor’s office.

HANGERS

199, The framing of all headers to trimmers in the building also the con­
nection of joists to girders in floor of Supreme Court Chamber air; connection 
of all joists to steel beams or girders si\\V la joists hangers as detailed on 
sheet #22,

GUMPS AND GRATINGS

200, Present cellar window "wards are to remain. New bars shau iv pro­
vided where bars are at present missing from the collar windows, New cellar 
window* arc to nave new bars complete to match the others.
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201. All cellar window? areas shall have new gratings of the same sizes of 
material as the present gratings. These gratings shall be removable but will 
not require locks.

ANCHOIS

202. All new window and door frames shall have jamb anchors, four for win­
dows and six for doors to be 1/4" x 1" x 9" one end threaded, the other turned 
up 1/2".

BALCONY

203» Balcony on second story North front shall be entirely of wrought iron 
(not steel). All scroll work shall be forged, -the framing shall be rivet ted. 
No bolts will be permitted.

204. The framing of the floor and brackets ai o the handrail shall run 
through tb>' brsek wall and be securely bolted. The detail of this balcony 
wilt follow that of the balcony on the front of Congress Hall, 6th Si Chestnut 

ets.

SCREENS

205» Ail cellar window area gratings shall, have screens of #12 galvanized 
wire 1/2" square mesh secured to the under side. These screens shall have 
1 A1" round frames.

PAINTING

206, All iron or steel work which is not. galvanized shall be thoroughly 
cleaned of all r ¡«A, scale and dirt and thoroughly painted one coat red lead 
and oil.

DRAWINGS

207. Two blueprints of any shop or erecting; drawings! macie by the contrac­
tor shall be immediately on completion of each drawing sent to the Architect 
for such examination and change as he may doom necessary*If any changes are 
matte one of these prints will be returned t.» the sub-contractor to bo cor­
rected j the Ate dteet, however, will only correol drawings for general design­
ile is not responsible for their accuracy,

208» Hardware getter a  fv shall match that now in Congress Hall <n ' e south 
east corner of Sixth and Chestnut Streets. It shall bo as directed in del. it 
by th kxhiteci*
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209» Doors and ¡windnv. ‘which are to be used, again, are to be carefully 
examined and such of trie; present hardware an in approved by l be Are hi?-wet
Khali be repaired whore no cos nary, In order to : 1» ’1 the. cored tinna of
those. onecificetiono, Any hardware moving from present door? arc! w im :w u> 
shall  be providm.

210. All Bet# .hardware required to leave the building in perfect condition, 
must be provided,

211, All double hung sas id new, shall have new Sampson Spot Cords
of the necessary weight. Any missing sash weights are to be supplied.

Will IP 3 IS

22.2, all. new doors snail be hung, on three cast iron fast joint butts, and 
shall have Colon i »I urn '»mt-is complete with 2" Colonial Brass Knobs, to be 
Norwalk l 'H’k Company 885S8 and. cast brass oval esctucheons, to be Corbin’s 
2620-1/2 A,

BOLTS.

Ill*, Double doors ami jib doors ?03 shall have special *’rough!' iron tog» 
and bolton bolts similar in design to those on the double doors now' in Con­
gress Ha Li *

SASH LOCKS

214. All double hung sash, old and new, shall have locks: Corbin 181 I*

BOTHER SASH

215, These sash shall have galvanized butts with brass Pins Cremorno bolts; 
Corbin' , 1991-3/4 A and united friction, adjusters No, 5,

PAÎNTIWG ANT GLailMG
GENERAL

216, The whole of the .Painter’s work is to be of the best class known to 
the trade and all left in a perfect and undamaged state, complete »r all "c— 
spects,

2IT. A.Ti materials shall be brought to the building in, their original
package anti no materials arc to he used, until they have been inspected and 
approved by the Clerk of the Works,

218, A ll workmanship is  to be of the highest grade, 
well ’mshed out and must show no laps or brush, ''-arks.

All work shall be
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FLOORS

219. All wood floors in the first and second floors and cellar of the 
building» but not in the attic, and all stair treads and landings are to hare 
two coats of boiled linseed oil well rubbed into the wood.

220. Th coat to be thoroughly dry before the next is applied,

221* All flooring is to be carefully painted one coat on the back by this 
contractor in a dry room in the mill.

BXTE2I0E. TK) Of F PUSH

222. The old woodwork which remains is to hare the paint carefully burnt 
off.

223, Ail woodwork old and new shaH to sandpapered perfectly smooth, anil 
all joints, holes and weather cracks to be puttied solid. All knots, rosin 
or sap shall be properly shellaced. All woodwork is to receive four coats
of paint consisting of linso<Ht of!, ¡ur pen tine, white lead and, zinc oxide with 
the necessary driers.

224, The vehicle of the first three coats shall contain BOA pure raw lin- 
seed 'll and 20# pure spirit of 1urpentine. In the last coat there shall be 
90# oil ami 10# turpentine. The pign*nt in ail cants shall be 75# lead and 
2# zinc, A little color shall be added as directed.

223» .¡Sack coat of paint is to be a different snacie arid no coat is to be 
applied until the proceeding coat is on all the work and approved by the 
architect.

MIEAIOE MOOD FINISH

226. Tti" old interior wood finish which remains is to be carefully burnt 
off.

227, A.ll interior wood f ii" ;h old and new (except floors) sVu. H  he care­
fully sand-papered and puttied and shall have knots, sap or discolorations 
shellaced and shall receive seven coats of paint as follows:

Four coats of 60# lead and 40/: zinc.
One coat straight /in:»
Tiro coats Rinald Bros, Porcelain Enamel,
The zinc coat is to have an egnshell gloss am! both coats of enamel 

are to he lightly rubbed with pumice and oil.
All coats of paint are to be slightly tinted as directed.
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PLASTER

228» A l l  plaster surfaces i n  th e  building (except the cellar ceiling over 
the c o a l  s t o r e  room) shall b e  painted three c o a t s  a s  follows;

F i r s t  C irwin W i l l i a m s  Flat-Tone reduced equal parts with F l a t  Tone
M ix in g  Size.

S e c o  drd Coats - F l a t  Tone without reduction,

229, Or is place of the above, one coat of SinaM Bros, Primer and two 
c o a t s  o f  Sinald Bros, U n i c o a t ,

All paint colored as d i r e c t e d .

GENERAL

23P. Befof;-;; p a i n t i n g  is s t a r t e d ,  the conirador shall, c o n s u l t  the .ir< oi- 
t e e t  a b - 'w t  the d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r  sc  h o n e s  o f  t he. v a r i o u s  room s and i s  v !  c a s e s  
s i "  11 s u b m it  sample's f o r  the arch’,? «1 . ipproval.

WEATHER VANE

2 31 . The weather v an ?  an d  b a i l  under same is to be carefully cleaned and 
primed and then g iv e n , a w  coat of “ g o 3d sizing", hi this apply one thickness 
of extra heavy or "Steeple'1 gold leaf p u t  on in a careful and w o rk m a n lik e  
manner so  as to cover e v e r y  po l i o n  o f  the surface.,

SCAFFOLD

232, necessary scaffolding for painting t o  be f u r n i s h e d  b y  th e  P a i n t e r .

METAL WORK

233. All exposed iron work and nil copper rain conductors and heads and 
fhwhing to have t h r e e  coats of lend ar.d oil same as spin nice is exterior 
woodwork, carefully removing u d  ,>tu. rust i r o n  th e  old iron work.

213, The copper work tw> first Have a primiup. coat of Harrison Bros. A Gobi 
copper priming after removing the paint fro»?! same.

G LA ZIN G

235» The h ’ t ' o : v  " »  tr fie left completely g l a z e d  or completion.
All cracked or broken glass to be r e p l a c e d .  A l l  new  glass is be 

> j r  t quality, double thick A m e r ic a n  »ho-1 »
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236, A l l  the glass is to  be securely sprigged, bedded in oil putty and 
thoroughly cleaned b y  the Painter,

, i v i ' ’ . >c A 1 •’!«’ in i -m  a m cvf'fu sr '.'2 ’oricvn'm , ,
o ' 1 - 'Xu. t *> no > '•< o ,u. i n'pi < i- ¡., fr>> • i t ! v ;vwu ir i l l  < * 1 i 111 \ r ’»
mat is uweuuvt*,

CAEPENTEY

SU PE R V IS IO N  OF PORK

238, The duties o f  the Contractor f o r  Carpentry s h a l l  be c o n t in u o u s  from
the time o f  starting th e  work u n t i l  t h e  completion o f  a l l  work embraced in  
the Restoration > f it\ Hall.

239, This Contractor is t o ’ have a competent foreman at the building during 
th e  l i f e  o f  t h i s  c o n t r a c t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  with A r t i c l e  11 o f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  G en ­
e r a l  Conditions.

L IN E S

240. The C on tra c to r  i u» iv *\i . " . o s , l e v e ls  and s im ila r  data  n e e d e d  
by h is  own or  any o th er workm en and he is  to f a c i l i t a t e  the o p e ra t io n  o f  a l l  
concerned i n  the w ork.

FENCE

21,1. The C o n t r a c t o r  s h a l l  b u ild  a t ig h t  board fe n c e  6 f t ,  h igh  o f  matched, 
bead» „ Acitig as fo l lo w s :  From the N o r t h - e a s t  co rn er  o f O ld C i t y  T a l l  ten  
f e e t  N o r t h w a r d  th e n  'west a lon g  Chestnut S t r e e t  to  the l in e  o f  th e  East w a ll 
•>i the sm all museum b u ild in g  exten ded , then sou4’ t i t r i e  ten  f e e t  south o f 
the north  l in e  o f  P h ilo s o p h ic a l H a ll ex ten ded , t h e n  East to  P h ilo s o p h ic a l 
H a l l ,

242, Th is fen ce  must be n e a t ly  p a in ted  ant! p ro v id ed  w ith  p r o p e r  g a te s .
Upon com p le tion  o f  t in s  c o n tra c t  th e  fe n c e  is  to be re m o v e d  a l l  p o s t h o les  
f i l l e d  in  and the pavem ent put in, i t s  p r e s e n t  ytod c o n d it io n ,

a i d ,  > t ! > a ,  t ! r u  ' i u i i i .  o i t‘ i <'»■; n r  ; e ' tn ry  t fn n a -h ir>ru e ■» ' » t b e  k e p t
"iM-'a > i v  ,,v< < -'ncle d b\ i n  fence,

TEMFOllaRl OFFICES

244, P ro v id e  o u ts id e  the b u ild in g  where d ir e c t e d  a tem porary o f f i c e ,  h a v ­
in g  ample l i g h t  f o r  th e  p r o te c t io n  and » fo ra g e  o f  t o o ls ,  apparatus and draw­
in g s , I t  s h a l l  he made w a te rp ro o f and have ta b ic  f o r  the con ven ien t examina­
t io n  o f  draw ings.
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24 5 , i f i r  o i 'f i c e  to h a re s e p a r■ate room 8* 0 r‘ x  11i*  0 n f c ■r th e C le r k  o f
ho tier. and s ¡'.a i l be  p ro v i d e ! '.'I th l o c k ,  dur • r ,  s t o o l , c h a i r , d e sk an d  8 * A"  x
1» ~ P !! t a b ] .0. i t s h a l l a l s o rei v e a g a n g  id >r c a l l i n g th e  fo t a m a n . As so o n  a s
p r a c t io n ! a room. s h a l l b e  Ci t t ed up in  tilt i b u i l d i n g lo tak e : th e  ’p la c e  o f  tînt
o f f  ic c ' and b o t i ;  :..¡if i c e ■j a lia i t , be rem oved u p on  comp. L e i io n  o f  the w o r k .

TELEPHONE

246, The c a r p o n i '■'* is  t o  m a in t a in  a  B e l l  Telephone i n  above o f f i c e  f o r  th e  
f r e e  u s e  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  c o n n e c t e d  w ith  th e  w o r k .

WATCHMAN

2-1'T, The car ¡'•on te r  is  to keep a com petent tfatchman, s a t is fa c t o r y  to the 
A r c h i t e c t ,  in  charge o f  th e  b u ild in g  a t  a l l  t i r e s  day an u  n i g h t  when the 
forem an i s  not o r e s c a t .

SI&KPfc
248, I n  v iew  o f  th e  g re a t  h i s t o r i c a l  va lu e  o f  the b u ild in g  and o f  i t s  i n ­
f la m m a b le  c h a ra c te r , th e  C o n t r a c t o r  s h a l l  p reven t sm o k in g  w i t h i n  th e  b u ild in g  
a t  any t in e  by any p e rson .

TEMPO fAll LIGHTING

2 4 9 . The C o n t r a c t o r  s h a l l  p r e v e n t  th e  u s e  o f  a n y  k in d  o f  l i g h t s  o t h e r  th a n  
e l e c t r i c  w i t h in  th e  b u i l d i n ;  a t  an y  t im e .

S IM M S

250. B rac in g  f o r  s h o r in g , i f  n e e d e d ,  to  p re s e rv e  th e  b u ild in g  du rin g  the 
p ro secu tio n  o f  the w o rk  o f  a n y  trad e  u n d e r  t h i s  c o n tr a c t ,  s h a l l  bo p ro v id ed , 
s e t  and rem oved by the C a r p e n t e r .  The p resen t sagg in g  o f  wood beam; must be 
taken up w ith ou t i n j u r i n g  the w a l l s  o f  the b u ild in g ,

FORMS A «  CENTRES

251. The C arpen ter s h a l l  p ro v id e  a l l  fo rm s  and  c en tre s  f o r  h is own work 
o r  t h a t  o f o t h e r  C o n tra c to rs .

yyjfiss

252. T h e  C a r p e n t e r  s h a l l  s u p p ly  an d  m a in t a in  a  com plete  s e r i e s  o f  f i i i t r s  
fro m  basement to l o f t  a t  a l l  t im es , an d  s h a l l  m a in ta in  s a fe  and con ven ien t 
m eans o f  access o f  a lL  p a r t s  o f  the oo rk  a t  a i l  tim es.
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2 5 3 . The C a r p e n t e r  s h a l l  p ro v id e  a l l  grounds needed f o r  h i s  own work o r  
t h a t  o f  o th e r  C o n t r a c t o r s ,

PRESERVATION Of ~t 10SR

254. The C arpen ter i s  t o  m a rk , c a r e fu l l y  remove an d  p r e s e r v e  any o ld  w ood  
w o rk  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  d i s t u r b e d  i n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n ,  an d  he  
w i l l  be h e ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s  s a f e - k e e p i n g .

255. The C a r p e n t e r  i s  t o  do  a l l  c u t t in g  an d  f r a m in g  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h ea rth s , 
p i p e s , d u c t s , e t c .

DEMOLITION

256» The ca rp e n te r  is  to  t a k e  down a l l  w o rk  show n b y  the d r a w in g s  and
s p e c i f ic a t io n s  as to be rem o ved  o r th e  rem ova l o f  which  is  n ece ssa ry  to  the  
p roper ex ecu tion  o f  th e  c o n tr a c t .  Any m a te r ia l  n o t  p a r t ic u la r ly  m entioned 
on th e  d r a w in g s  and s p e c i f ic a t io n s  as b e in g  used a ga in  s h a l l  be removed by  
th e  c o n t r a c t o r  o r s h a l l  be  a l l o w e d  to  r e m a in  a t th e  b u i l d i n g  as m ay be
d ir e c t e d .  No t r im  o r  f i n i s h  is  to  b o  ta k e n  down u n t i l  the A r c h it e c t  o r  C lerk  
o f  the Corks has so d ir e c t e d ,

25?, A l l  f l o o r in g  in  the h n ilt l iu e  s h a ll  be taken  tap and rem o v e d  excep t the 
under f l o o r  now in  th e  M ayor's  C ou rt.

258, A l l  p ip es  an d  v i i r e s  a re  to be removed and a l l  p r o je c t in g  n a i ls ,  f i x ­
tu res  o r  u se le s s  hardware on w o o d w o rk  o r  r a i l s  w h ic h  are  to  rem ain s h a l l  be 
removed b e fo re  the p a in te r  s ta r ts  h i s  w o rk .

TUBER AND LUMBER

2 5 9 . A l l  ro u g h  f r a m in g  t im b er, su c h  as r a f t e r s ,  s t u d s ,  f u r r i n g  s t r i p s , e tc
s h a l l  b*„' s o u n d , d ry  hemlock u n less  o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i f ie d  o r  marked o n  the p la n .

260. A l l  new  j o i s t s  an o  g ird e r s  o r  any o th e r  lu m b e r  marked y e l l o w  p in e  o r 
" Y . P . "  on  th e  draw ings s h a l l  b< f iixvt q u a l i t y ,  lon g  l o a f  G eo rg ia  p in e  f r e e  
f r o m  sap , and from  any in ju r io u s  kn o ts .

TRUSS

2 6 1 . The n resen t tru ss  i n  p a r t i t io n  fo rm in g N orth  s id e  o f  Supreme Court 
Chamber i s  to be rem oved, and a l l  o ld  m a te r ia l c a r e fu l l y  p re s e rv e d , New 
s t e e l  tru ss  d e ta i le d  on sh ee t 22 is  to take the p la ce  o f  th e  p resen t wood 
tru s s . A f t e r  th e  s t e e l  w o rk  i s  f in is h e d  a n d  p a in ted  the ca rp en te r  i s  to f i l l  
i n  th e  tru ss  w ith  2 ,! x 6” studs 1 6 " o r  le s s  cm c e n t e r s  f o r  la th in g .
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2 6 2 . Great c a r e  m ust b e  taken to preserve the present cornice on  this par­
tition,-it i s  to  be  ta k e n  down i n  s e c t i o n s  an d  c a r e f u l l y  r e p l a c e d  a n d  repaired,

JOISTS

263. A1j the p r e s e n t  joists shall be carefully jacked up and the floors 
made perfectly level.

264. The j o i s t s  a t p resen t r e s t in g  o n  w ood en  M o c k in g  s h a l l  be  r e s e t ,
G o o d e n  b locks a re  to  be taken ou t. A l l  these j o i s t s  and a l l  new j o i s t s  .d i a l !  
be s e t  on brick, o r  s la t e  c a r e fu l l y  l e v e le d  up,

265. Throughout the first floor construction new joists of the sam e size 
a s  th e  o l d  joists m u st b e  s u p p l i e d  a n d  set s o  as to  r e i n f o r c e  e a c h  o l d  j o i s t .  
O ld  f r a m in g  n o t  c a l l e d  f o r  to  be p r e s e r v e d ,  s u c h  as a r o u n d  h e a t  p i p e s ,  o l d  
co lum n  b a s e s , e t c  s h a l l  b e  rem o v e d  an d  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  new  j o i s t .

266. T he second f l o o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  o n e  new  3" j o i s t  o f  th e  sam e  
d e p th  as the p r e s e n t  j o i s t  i n s e r t e d  a l o n g  s i d e  o f  e a c h  o l d  j o i s t .

267. P r e s e n t  j o i s t s  a r e  t o  b e  c u t  a n d  f r a m e d  f o r  n ew  c e l l a r  stairs u s i n g  
d o u b le  h e a d e r  and t r im m e r s .

268. A l l  new j o i s t  n o t  r e s t i n g  on  m a so n ry  w a l l s  a r e  t o  b e  s u p p o r t e d  on  
a p p r o v e d  w ro u g h t  i r o n  o r  m a l l e a b l e  cast i r o n  h a n g e r s .

269» h o le  th a t  th ese  hangers a re  re q u ire d  f o r  a l l  j o i s t s  connected  to  two 
g ird e rs  in  the f l o o r  o f  the Supreme Court Chamber and tw o a d jo in in g  rooms and 
f o r  j o i s t s  connected  to g ir d e r  o ve r  c o a l room and s t a i r  h a l l .

270. Mew j o i s t s  16" on cen te rs  a rc  re t ]a ir e d  in  p re s en t second s to r y  s t a i r  
h a l l  and f o r  new  room  in  n o r th -e a s t  c o rn e r  o f  s e c o n d  s t o r y .

271. A l l  j o i s t s  s h a l l  be b r id g ed  w ith  1" x 3" l a t t i c e  bridging well nailed 
a f t e r  a l l  j o i s t s  o ld  anc! new  h a v e  been c a r e f u l l y  l e v e l e d .

2 7 2 . I n  g e n e ra l th e  ca rp en te r  s h a l l  as a  p a r t  o f  th is  c o n t r a c t  r e in fo r c e  
and remake the.- j o i s t  syst.-m o f  the e n t ir e  b u ild in g , w h e t h e r  c a l le d  f o r  by the 
d r a w in g s  or s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o r  n o t , in  such a way as to snake a l l  f l o o r s  th o r ­
ough ly  s tro n g  and secu re  to  the s a t i s fa c t io n  o f  th e  A r c h i t e c t ,

273. P r e s e n t  s e c o n d  s t o r y  c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  a r c  n o t  to  be r e i n f o r c e d  as a b o v e .

GIRDERS
274. Mote th a t s t e e l  beams are  in trodu ced  in  the p resen t wood g ird e r s  in  
the f l o o r  o f  'the Suprem e Court Chamber, a ls o  o v e r  c o a l  s to re  room and ove r 
s t a i r  h a l l .  O ld  tim bers a re  t o  b e  b o lte d  to  the s t e e l  b eam s.



PARTITIONS

2 7 5 . New partitions i n  s e c o n d  s t o r y  shall be 3 " x  4 "  s t u d s  1 6 "  on  centers 
bridged h a l f  w ay  up w i t h  1 "  x 2 "  l a t t i c e  bridging well n a i l e d .

2 7 6 . lough studs an d  slides f o r  coal i n  openings i n  b r i c k  w a l l  i n  c e l l a r  
w h ere  shox-m.

277. NOTE o p e n in g  in  W e s t  wall o f  C i t y  T r e a s u r e r ' s  office t o  b e  studded up.

PLASTER BOARD

2 7 b . All presen t s h i n g l e s , t in ,  s h e a th in g -  and  s h in g le  la th  a re  to be re­
m oved f r o m  th e  e n t ir e  r o o f  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g  an d  the r o o f  and s id es  of the  
d o r m e r , The e n t i r e  r o o f  an d  dormer s h a l l  then bo covered  w i t h  K eys  cone P la s ­
t e r  Board 1" th ic k  c a r e f u l l y  i n  ted and n a i le d  d i r e c t l y  t o  the r a f t e r s .

PAPER

179» The p la s te r  b o a r d  on th e  r o o f  s h a l l  In c o v e r e d  w it h  two th ic k n e v 'e s  
o f  b lack  N opom ot w a te r -p ro o f r o o f in g  paper c a r e fu l l y  f  i t  tod , la p p e u  and  
n a ile d  to  make a p e r f e c t l y  w a te r - t ig h t  jo b .

SH INGLE LATH

2 6 0 . On top  o f  th e  N c p o n s e t  paper t h e r e  s h a l l  be l a id  1 "  x 2 "  hemlock 
s h in g le  L a th , 7 "  cen te rs  n a i le d  to  th e  r a f t e r s  through the  p la s te r  board to
receive the s h i n g l e s .

SH INGLES

261 . The r o o f ,  (e x c e p t  f l a t  deck ) and tin: s id e s  and r o o f  o f  th e  d o rm e r  
.shall b e  s h in g le d  w i t h  7 "  x 24" r>;»l i * d o  >r h e a rt Cypress s h i n g l e s  w it h  1 / 2 "
bu tts  a i l  - ' f  th e  h i g h e s t  grade e q u a l  to  the b es t made by J .  ii . S h o rt. S am p le  
o f  sh in g le s  must be subm itted  to and approved by the A r c h it e c t  b e fo re  taring 
o r d e r e d ,

2 8 2 . S h in g l e s  s h a l l  b e  l a i d  7 "  t o  t h e  w e a t h e r  an d  b e  n a i l e d  with o n e  6d 
c o p p e r  n a i l  to  e a c h  shiligle.

OUTSIDE  F IN IS H

283. A l l  o u ts id e  f in i s h  s h a l l  be genuine w h i t e  p in e , u n less  o t h e r w i s e  
s p e c i f i e d ,  o f  th e  f i r s t  q u a l i t y ,  f r e e  from  b lu e  sap and la r g e  o r  lo o s e  k n o ts , 
Note f u l l  s iz e  d e t a i ls  on s h ee t  723 and e ls ew h ere . A l l  d e n t i l s ,  e t c ,  a , e  to 
be cu t from  s o l i d  'd e c k s .  A i l  p o r t i o n s  o f the main c o rn ic e  which a re  m iss in g  
o r  decayed o r  o t h e r w i s e  d e fe c t iv e  s h a l l  be re p la c e d .
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FRAMES ANT- SASH

284» New sash r e q u i r e d  a r e  indicated on the e l e v a t i o n s .

' •«>.  ’ I sew ! • an.. i 't , Ui'.> d ‘..\ i! ' ‘̂ x i v  < m> V
-i *r t i * * iM  > ,>.<11 ca 1 n h -  au. . - **'t <, - a w .

2 8 6 . All cellar window s a s h  shall be new. A l l  frames, o l d  an d  n e w , shall 
have new  c o r d s  an d  pulleys, (See Hardware),

28?. n i l  ole; s top  heads, p a r t  i n f s t r ip s  o r s t a r t  beads ew ich a re  B rok en  
s h a l l  be r e n e w e d . The o u ts id e  m o u ld in g s  o f  a l l  window and u o o r  fram es s h a l l  
be gone o v e r  and any broken o r  decayed p o rt io n s  renewed.

288, New dormer window i'318 as d e ta i le d  on sheet i l .  New sash s h a l l  match 
lb »  o L ; t* - ] !  r e s p e c ts  and any o ld  sash which are  broken s h a l l  he re p a ir e d .
A l l  o ld  window s i l l s  w h ic h  arc  d e c a y e d  s h a l l  be  re n e w e d  o f  G eorg ia  P in e , N o te  
d e t a i l  o f  window y208 on s h e e t  19  w ith  engaged b a lu s te r s .

BOORS

289, A l l  new doors s h a l l  be o f  s o l i d  w h it e  p in e  w ith  s o l i d  panels  a l l  as 
shown on f u l l  s iz e  >U t a i l s .  Panel mouldings s h a l l  be w orked on the s o l id  and 
coped where p o s s ib le .

CUPOLA

2 9 0 . T he  c u p o la  i s  t o  b e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  sh o w n . A l l  d e c a y e d  o r  d e f e c t i v e  
p a r t s  a r e  to be r e n e w e d . A  t r a p  door i s  to  b e  in t r o d u c e d .

GUTTERS

231, Stop g u t te rs  s h a l l  be formed on the  r o o f  around the entire building 
w i t h  1 3/8!! boards ‘w e l l  n a i le d  to  wood b lo c k s .

iilXLS FOR LAIN CONLUCTOlto

292. Rain conductors s h a l l  have white pine boxes bui.lt around then , secured 
to  the brickw ork with ir o n  s ta y s  d r iv en  i n .  A l l  a cco rd in g  to d e t a i l  d raw ings, 
which >*! Id • i lk  ' the boxes on Congress H a ll a t  6 th 5; Chestnut S t r e e t s .

GROUNDS

293, C arpen ter w i l l  be re q u ired  to  p u t  up a l l  n e ce ssa ry  g ro u n d s  o f  hemlock 
as may he r e q e  << ed  b* the p la s te r e r  o r  fo r  s e cu r in g  in t e r i o r  wood f in i s h .
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294. This shall all be made in a cabinet makers factory of old, established 
reputation of the highest class and must be approved by the Architect.

295. All interior finish (unless otherwise specified) shall be genuine 
White Pine of the first quality, free from blue sap and large or loose knots 
and perfectly dry.

296. All worJc shall be strictly to Architect's full size drawings. The 
workmanship shall be of the very highest grade and will be subject to who 
most rigid inspection and shall be of the grade laiov/n as Cabinet Work.

21?. All mouldings are to be true and straight and free from all mill warff- 
ings. All materials shall be cleaned, smoothed and sandpapered and turned 
over to sub-contractors for painting in perfect condition,

29«. Note that all interior finish is to be kept in a dry, warm room in the 
factory until it has been painted, as elsewhere specified.

TRIM

299» Boor and window trim is fully detailed. Note also details of wash­
boards and bases, finish around , raked opening's, etc.

30D. Brackets under sill of window 116 A must be cut from the solid,Chair 
rail and wainscoting where shown on the drawings«

WAINSCOTING

301, 'there shown on the drawings of plain, tongued and grooved matched 
boards without beading run vertically. Cap and sub as detailed,

302, All material must be thoroughly dry and must be painted back and front 
before being delivered to the Building, Boards shall vary in width from 9” to 
1.2" at least one-half the boards shai l be * This wainscoting must be so 
nailed in .dace that should any board shrink it can not split.

ROSTEPM

303. The rostrum in the Mayor’s Court is to be constructed as shown, 3 x 6  
hemlock supports and joists, panelled front, balusters, posts, etc of white 
pine, hand rail first quality cherry.

304. The carving on the face of the posts to be done by carvers approved by 
tl hitect, after models have been submitted and approved.



B

305, Floor and steps to be the same yellow pine as speed¡Tied for other 
floors and steps in the building,

STAIRS

306. Stairs from first to second floor to have four 4" x 12" spruce horses. 
Stairs from second floor to attic and from first floor to basement, to have 
three 3" x 12" horses,

3 '".?. Treads and risers of stairs to be first quality rift Georgia pine,
Ion gued together and houses'* into vail string, Balusters of pine for pain ring, 
¡■'ail of cherry, „'all rail of same mahogany, Plain rail on brackets for base­
ment stair - die re enclosed. Spandrel of stairs panelled as shown, Stair to 
basement same detail as main stair,

GALLERY

308, The gallery in the Mayor's Court is to be constructed as detailed. 
Girder at front of Georgia Pino - joists spruce - these must be anchored with 
wrought iron hooks to the brick wall,

309, Floor, steps and risers all as spec Ifi \l for others in the building. 
Columns of white pine, staves tongued together and well glued in the best 
manner. Front, of white pine as detailed.

310, Columns are to have 4" Lally columns inside **s elsewhere specified,

311, NOTE: Benches shown in the *y are not a part of this contract,

FLOORING

312, New finished wood flooring shall be laid through the 1st and 2nd 
stories of the building.

313, The new wood flooring in the Mayor’s Court will be nailed on top of 
the present under floor; elsewhere all the present flooring is to bo removed 
and t <.t new flooring nailed directly to the joists,

314» All new flooring shall be 5/4" thick. Long leaf, ye H ot? pine, tongued 
and grooved, of thoroughly seasoned stock, not less than two years old, worked 
into width of - com 1'*1 to 10" and in lengths of not less than 6*.

315. There shall not be over 20/ of 6" plank in any room. The balance of
the flooring shall be from 8" to 10" in width.



31<>» The quality of the flooring m i l  be Mo 2 B} long leaf yc 1 low pine. 
AlartH; 6° ride, to contain not more than ; iv, \}i pm 'o ots or one iiionuar;! 
knot, nor 10). pitch and to admit of L/2,f of cap in the face, shooing Cor the 
-/hole length or its equivalent. Planks S" to 3.0" to admit 3/4" of sap, shoe­
ing for the full length or its equivalent. and planks :?idc;r than 6" t*' atiidt 
of proportionately more knots and spec if iecl for that width.

317, Ail flooring throughout the rooms trill be cut close to walls and par­
titions and long skirtings and carefully finished around bases or columns, 
etc. All flooring to be planed and sand-papered on completion and left clean 
'for oil finish. Flooring to break joint over bearings» Flooring is to be 
face nailed, A H  flooring must be painted on the bade in a dry room at the 
mill.

APPROVED: JOHN P. B. SINKLER
CRT ARCHITECT

APPROVED: H U H  « €HV,,
f - IA T ’Hy ,  I b H  lh;.\»' ve . i A i f  l-OFfth,

sreby agree to be bound by the foregoing specifications« 

WITNESS PRESENT

(SEAT) ‘"NTSACTOR
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Mayor’s Court after restoration.



Illustrâtion No, 39

Second floor hallway after restoration





CHAPTER III
ARCHITECTURAL DATA 1

Prepared by Supervisory Architect Charles E. Peterson 
Eastern Office of Design and Construction

December 1$, 1958

:

ARCHITECTURAL DATA



ARCHITECTURAL AND STRUCTUiAL
DESIGN

The Old City Hall stands at the southwest corner of Fifth and 

Chestnut Streets. It is the newest of the buildings remaining on Inde­

pendence Square. Plans were ordered in 1785 and the structure built in 

1790-91,

* Lt'ie is understood of the construction of this building 

except that it was done under the superintendence of David Evans, well- 

known Philadelphia master carpenter. The exterior was intended to— and 

did— reproduce Congress Hall at the other end of the block. The designer 

of the interior is not known but Evans would doubtless have been able to 

do it.

There was some kind of a "new addition" to the building 

but it has not been identified.

A i it turned out, the U, S. Supreme Court used the Hall until 

the government moved to Washington in 1800, In the following years the 

City government and the Mayor occupied it. The cellar was rented out for 

storage. When the City offices moved to Penn Square various organiza­

tions such as the Grand Army of the Republic inherited the use of i t .

In 1916 the 1,1,1, Preservation Committee, after examining the 

structure declared it to be "in an advanced state of decay and delapida- 

tion." Tlv [will>wing year the interiors were torn up for a study of 

physical evidences an .918 the plans were completed. Restoration
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it was completed 

1922.
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work was begun by Hurley Bros, on August 18, 1921 and 

early the next year, A dedication was held on lay 2,



PRESENT CO® if ION OF 
BUILDING

The building has been maintained in recent years at about the 

same level as under the City and doe a to show any serious deter­

ioration, One of the main trusses of the roof has tipped out of plumb 

and other problems may be revealed when the scheduled Ewing Company exam­

ination gets under way.
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ADDITIONAL '¡«21 NEEDED TO
ACCOMPLISH ARCHITECTURAL RESEARCH

If a competent architect-historian is available, it is 

recommended that six months be alios - him to prepare a Part II 

report tracing the evolution of the structure and completely illus­

trated by drawings and photographs.

Here again the A.I.A, archives and the City records probably 

contain the basis for a complete account of the restoration.



CHAPTER IV

FURNISHINGS AND EXHIBITION DATA

Prepared by Museum Curator David H. Wallace



EXISTING ilS't'G :ic FVlSIISHINGb

Of its original furnishings, the only piece now in Old City 

Hall is a clock set in the north wall of the City Treasurer’s Office,

loor. Museum records indicate that the clock was made in London 

about 1760, imported to America in the late 1780’s, installed in Old 

City Hall in 1790, and rebuilt by David Weatherly in 1830. Further re­

search is needed to determine the accuracy of these statements.

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania owns a chair which is 

said to have been one of a set used by the Pennsylvania Committee of 

Safety during the Revolution and later by the Philadelphia City Council, 

meeting f Hall* This chair is a Windsor with a high back,

half turned. ̂  ; t , !v,U ladder. The right ana i- > '-citing arm with 

drawer. There is another drawer under the seal.

Luring the 1921 restoration of Old Cir v ‘i everal items 

were discovered in the cellar which may he part of the original furnish­

ings of that portion oi the building* These arc a pane of window glass 

{built's eye type), a "hull ring" said to have been us-*J \t- chain pri-

sanei r s  to the floor, a lock !said to have. been used O n  a prisoner's ball
and e b n  ! 1 ,  l i l t  > - - k  from a cel1 in the ■> i t  l U  '  * n l  * u  *► >; v j  01
Old U  t v  H a d .  * of these 01 C in the l  a  - - - o  t b r ;  i n t i »

U i -  f i d  h . Hornor, Jr. i  i i t  his b l u e  i e t a  ,  I ’ h i  d v  i r l y h i a  F a r m -
tun ' ,  uiiuti * o n * !  I i b o * ' r >  s. i n  i c  t > * ” d i r  t d j ' m ,  1 '  r d ,  s o t s  f k . r t . s
the c l a i r  ( »•  t t h  a t  >. i  1 1- i t  > S  S O ! o  ,•« A  > !> *, r  u  ' > 1 u i d ' « i'*t .1* i' - d <
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Marlborough-type chairs in the Independence Hall Collection were made

by Thomas Affine!' i'or the non of tlv Jus vices >>i it-: United States Sn;n 

Court, then moo fine in did City  Hall. This claim rums counter to the

'fy ’

traditional belief, which goes back as far as 1873, that these chairs were 

made for the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Further research is needed to 

determine the true history of these chairs.
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PROPOSED FURNISH INGS PLANS

Completion of the first three sections of a furnishing plan 

for Old City scheduled for July 1959.
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PROPOSED FINANCING 
OF .iEFUPvNISHINGS

No funds have been programmed for the refurnishing, of Old 

City Hall. It is estimated th cost about $185,000.00.



RECOMMENDATION FOR 
INTERP" ETJfE DEVELOPMENT

F IR S T  FLOOR

Vestibule; furnish with reproductions of period chairs and 

settees for visitor use.

Court loom: Historic House Museum, refurnished in period 

(1791-1800) of use by United States Supreme Court.

Cjt\ Treasurer's Oil ice: Focal Point Museum, with exhibits

on !ht In c i  >eade of the Supreme Court,

SECOND FLOOR

Since none of the second floor rooms has historical associa­

tions of national significance, we recommend that these rooms be used 

for exhibits.

The long hallway and the west room could be used splay

mates i.< \ r the Park collection routing to the urban scene in the his­

toric period, A major feature of tt ay should be the Birch

views of F jlphia at the close of the Federal decade.

For the large south room and the two east rooms we recommend 

displays of selected material from some of the special collections 

within the Park collection. These displays would relate directly to 

the story of the Square and the buildings on it, but would be supple­

mentary to the more formal exhibits proposed for Focal Point Museums 

elsewhere in the Independence Hail grvup. Among the special collect­

ions that would be drawn upon for these displays are the museum
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specimens which were displayed in Independence Hall before and during 

the Centennial celebration of 1876; the artifacts recovered during the 

recent archeological investigation o ipendence Square; documents 

and personal effects of Signers of the Declaration of Independence anti 

the Constitution.

Displays such as those briefly indicated above would serve a 

dual purpose. They would afford the Park a needed opportunity to ex­

hibit some of the more interesting groups of museum objects in its col­

lections , without trespassing on the historic values of the building 

or taking up space needed for purely educational exhibits. They would 

also provide the visitor with a change of pace from the relatively for­

mal, instructional character of the exhibits he will have seen elsewhere 

isi the Independence Hall group.
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