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i*s «ftreess Before I^gQ*--Before «te odvent of

publie U n itie s in the c ity  of IMtsßelptoi», tte  responsibility for
K  V  _ /• ■' ;;  ■'"• , , v "■

illuminating the street® ted fallen  solely upon t& private citisen*

For a century «u¡4 tore roskliaBts of tte  growing provincial town 

in nitor hours had otuetoled about ita  darkened streets, at the Bercy 

of rotolerà or teteotelteWB1 oaKgjggSiy discarded refuse* lu  the 

decada of tte  1740*0« however, an increasingly oeM«ooœaioua c it i -  

aenry begin to  be disturbed about tte  condition of tte  c ity ’ s streets* 

Amulóte ky tte  prodding of such ten m  Bsmjasiin Fxw&lin, tte  inhabi­

tants of tte  city  ted begun at la st to concert, offerte for paving«

cleaning« draining« ^4  l i f t i n g  pfajl sdrtghi a* streets*
^  " ■ > : ¿& ■•■ iv , ' - ;lv.
iiy about tte  of teg century« certain public-

■ ■■ "■ • '■ .* .' .

ritfyŷ tei. éâiâsros m û  to  f u lf i l l  tS)Û H©0& £ot 2J^M&ng
. ; -; • ••'/ .: • -, ,. ■ •- -V'- ■ V*;-’;'" /'-v-, • _, - ,
«hllaâolgfcJA's streets ted ty-ouyo. la  Franklin's Benneaflveni  ̂ Gaeettc

■> - ? ’ ; t ' •’ . • • '• î v *■■ ' ‘ ' • •* ** • “ * ¿ .
for DoœRfcer 19« 1749, appeared a notice vMch infernad tte  general 

public that

those igio have put up« or intend to put up XAMFd at their 
doors in this c ity , see dooiml to oeet at the Miàoy FBAIT'd, 
co Itersiday# the 21st instant*»»in ardor to concert œesureo 
for having them regularly limited by penroons to  be agreed 
with for tte purpose*

l i t t l e  inforaatim  asisto concerning tte  appaoraiic-a of these 

privately mlntained loose, but as to their ®aneml design I t  can be 

said that they ver© equips*** vith  tte  gloss globe uhich were in use in

England during tte  f ir s t  half of tte  algrteeath tentsuxy* Sctoert
i*

' /’ Venable ma undoubtedly correct in his maeabranccsu as rsoonntod in

-"V>■ * ■. , * ?'
Wxi

J*’ 1

.: -I:..'-'
¿•■i ■ .•



watoco'o Annals (Voi, I , p. 102) stating that "the fir s t tow» he ever
* •’ yt ,.y

scar In the streets ves round* aad m» set up before (John) Clifton*« 

doer”*"« detail «rrobambed in Fmttìain»« w<UMa&*rè& (Carl Van

»«wo («a.), s g o n f i  ■ **
.... ■ . V- . ‘V  i  . *:.■ ',

9* 72°?)* This le further suppcrted by an odvnrtlsacaemt xhleh appeared

In the mptmbar 1$, 17*»0» edition of the Oacette listin g  **Stana globs* y 3 .
for street taraco.**

F irst iubUe U & itte j m tadelshift* - -U » efforts of prl*

vote citisene apparently did not neet  a ll  the need# of e ,rawing city»

for in January, 1791» a b il l  vm laid  before the Anserhly entitled!

As Act for the better m ilitating the nightly «etcì! vithln  
the city  of >̂1 mp4 for ¡ailiiiiteiilBg the stmoto
Iones and alleys of the «aid c ity , and for raisins of rao»ay 
on the inlukbitanta of tbs m ia City for defraying the necee* 
s » y  «apanseo thereof. (Bio at t a t e  g f Be* j V ,11.)

Governar Jcsncs Banditoli added lile concern for the *Haty Bregare the

Inhabitants of the City of ihllodsiphla ere arpooed to by the Darbnesa

of their ütreeta" (Colonial Records, V» 909)» and with certain asand'

nanfea, the b i l l  passed in early February 1791«" ' . ‘ y ' ’’ . • " v' ' ' '
SS» act provided that each year at a specified tin s certain' r :■ ••' ' , ' ■'■ , • - ;• -■ . /A ì ,

fpntUwm temed "vardana" were to aeet together at the c ity  courtiwuoe

in order to  oo terrains utton "to or&st, put up and fix  *  sufficient and 

oonvenlent oadber of tanpn In mdti part» and idnceo of the «mid city  

ou to  then ohaii seen taeet and ospaUant«" Zt uns also the duty of 

the usxdeno “to contract uith aoy psraon or pereant̂  for lighting, trln - 

Bing, anufflng» sussdylng, m lntalnlns end repalrlnc7* the d ty *e  leaps*

(Hy> u^tntee § t Xargg Bg., V, 112*) As a wamlng to certain “e v il-
A - •'ft:" ^• - .. ■ . - v ■ *. . -,



disposed persona,* the net panridod that a fine of forty shlll& qp be
' / V ';.. ■' ; '■ . ■ . ■ ;

u$ob any jpersan c t who "villfu U y QC yp-t tgVftmly
' , c ' ' . " " '» .■■: . . .. - 
brci'--., fj-ri f i\ { s lc l  down oat ¿»yM-iymiah  gm  tussu th a t  i s  o r  <¿«11 be
; : - :#  ■ • ,. -v^ v-V ".■'■ v>  ; :. -,. . ' -■ > ;; , .;
hung oust or set up to l lg i t  tbs said street*, lene.- or alleys of shell

w illfu lly  

V, 119)

baffles» the post, iron or other furniture thereof."  (ibid«,
«'* . ; . '  ; . •■'..• - • , ■ .<■ &■  :  ■ -*; • •'••■: ... .- . ■• .:v‘ •* • •„ ■ • ' > •'•■♦..; • * • * .. - * ■ ■'. t;

\ I ?>j ?: >: .—. ■ ; > • ■-.-.: ..:. ; ' -: >£■;
A few sxjofchs ¿after JtaaaUJn** Casette recorded that <m sep-

tu b er 3D, 1751,  ’'the streets of this City boson to ho iUucttaated
-/ f  v. ■ ;*£ /; s ’; ' ■ '.<„ ' g ., ; /

with leiaps, in iurouano© of n late Aet of AonebblyV* ■ (£&» Casette, 

Octofcor 3, *751.). „ ■ : •« '•■■•'tic • : ;' ; . . •'• - -  ̂ . '•* '■ ■ .
h a m lo m ^  jgf Inulte is  «danai oartala that

; >;

these f ir s t  public laepa were S«|«rteu frora «¡ngLaud eitbar in whole or 

in part, ad advertisement' which Appeared in the Bufsettq for October 10
' •'; ii- • ■ ' ’ % t!

IT^i, lis ts  "street lao&e" as being esaoag tiweo itene f«s® London on
a \ ' . 7:> • ■ : ■ ’ . v '

sole at Jisaes frotter*a store on Front btrest. Sesytaaiii FxesMic, in  

his egrtohtogniitfea l writingsk that this gumaŝ jition is  v e il
v ■ ,' ' ;, '  .' • • • ' ■; _ - • % ■ V ' •; . . -¡v
founded., in spooking of his imtemtiet* regarding denial, he one-»

tiens i t  as "differing froa the glebe ianrp we were fir s t  m̂ ®3y »4 with

fasts London. ” (Carl Van Dor« (&U)g Ĵ /LjSBiSi Autohicwaash»
;  ■-•' ",-

leal writing». Haw fork, p* 12Y.)

%• lY5t>, thè f  irot aet regsriiag pufcliu l i f t i n g  wns «bcxut to
■■ •."■  ,.0-^r ; V: ■ •:>- ,, ,'■ ■ :•

expire. A naw b ill,  represonting rasare!y a eontinuatian c f thè fir s t, 

uno pesaed iato lev eturly in 1757« Caler thè jrowisions «f thè iw w a■ \  -̂i . . . . .

oct, ìxkte\r&r, thè mxùmrn vere noe ooly ontrusted witJU thè task of
1 V' • 5:* '•■ ■  ..v •" ; v  '

ersoting stew ìmm» to t vere aloo ordeared to taaiutain, isuuerve, «ad



i*

tatee cops c f  the la ^ a  olrooty erected." (toe dtat^tca at torm  g£
1 ' s '■ • • >- V "A ; :' ■ ''

l * - .  v* 225.) la  addition $ the ranga of punlehatole » ttte tae vas ox-
• . • * . '• ' ,_r ' ••- **. ' • ' ... _ • • • • ;••
paaoad to Include w illfu l dnoe to the city*» •’œntry hocwo,"

M,-r pubi!»la— * — Ü  i— N É — i jfrili* (l||*( T; 833«)
V; "" . ' '•* ■■' .-■

too act for "enUgÿitanln; the streets" me partoileaUy re

neuod until, tito iixrorparetier; of the city  of Hiitodalpbia In 17Ö9»

In 1790, a üuÿploiaent to tito act of Incorporation gare to the "laayar, 

rœcrder. alùartsari and eomon. capacito»! 1» cornaci council aaoMfelad"
•. • . ‘> _ ; ..iKk' ; _ ,n. , »

fu ll tax ptoare respecting the "H a tin g , watching, watering, pitch­

ing, l**rtog and cleaning” of the street®« (toe atntBtae gfc bum? of
; ■ vjíjii 1. . >. ’ '•

gnaafelln JDtrtarottocoS Sow toaigi in Public was

a t about the tine of the fir s t  renouai act in 1796 that Benzoin 

Fret&lin mad© his voU-Jsnotm contribution In the fie ld  of public lim it­

ing* to hin autwfeiogra$x/, Franiti!» writes that the leaps Inportod

fro® London were

...ineoatonient In these respecte: they adaittod no air below; the osufc», therefore, did not readily go out «shore, but circu­
lates in the globe, lodg'd on its  Inside, and som obstructed 
tito U tili they vre« totended to afford; giving, besito», the 
daily trouble of wiping then dean; m i an accidental stroke 00 
rtps> of Urei ùaoolto i t ,  render i t  ustaless#2 therefore suggested the composing them of four flat sema, 
with a long funnel ahorre to drew up the sraokc and crevices ad­
mitting air below, to fa cilita te  the ascent of tito anoto; by 
this re— » they were ¿at&t clean, end did not grow dost, to a few 
honre, os the Landen lanpo do*«»and an accidental strafes would 
pereréuy break but a »to&to pane, easily repaired« (Carl Van 
toren (ad*), Bm¿ucáx> VgrtsUnQ  Autobiographica l  
hew lord, (Z fW .)



ctorUm» 9f  e*o$rtitos Ma in^mixm thè city
'% ’-'y* ■

ccttnot ba m U . I t  c«tt be state», hcwwvar, H a* a ll plcrterial «vi

. ;■ ; ‘ V ; . . ’ : . *“/ J.'- «' ■'• . : .

lem » («e» Aypooll* A),
“ , À ■ v * ;'t , v- .. v- • ■ .»;* *

fin ìx-~ilc!*.%e& oboe tho pluclug, ot lenŝ * eee Jeft ne thè
' - . . . .

disami«» of thè "«NDtiUM»»” vaurt&m* Set* of thelv ttxacK̂ G «re.
fcaown 1» «x|»t • A» jpwfteetik» oc eeU m  oeneealenee m n  h etre Sgm àm A# 

i t  te virtu ali/ aorte!» ttact interior «traete and «ourtywrde vare prò-

vided eith U rliti. Privai» citisene uadoubtetVly coctrtòuted iratalla- 

tlCftfl far theoe Vy-*ey* «boUy v ittlu  sheir jropsrvf lindi» vhii» sov- 

«msi&ì t&X etithoritiee undertoob thè raajpoê ifc ility  ©» iutorlor otreete 

under th itr juriecietion.



augusto* thee* early public lifb tto e deelees ver* alee ilc c«4
[.*».* ' ,V «;4*i ;a .* : . vt. *.'V* -f' > “ * . , •' -"K  ̂ \ '

«n*t a »  i**©* ( u n *  r* ¡1

X» m )  bet non» of tb* «rltou» * t  tea* «HtwrtaafcteteB tete atete.

Wtettar the ylaj&mmi. <tf jubil* H«htlt*s ¿aviess S*Oce«d«d 
vita uróftarsity dovm teteu,#» tbe setrkwry 1* « «etter «pa& 1» «ueatten* 
A áesdrSptla» «f tbe city  te ib* y**r x m  & m et*rto m  the cfcreets

; => i 'v  " 3 \ - - • • - ¡¿ . ' ■■ ■. - -
ae b«ine *w U  U<£ted by tea^*, placad «t th* prejer dtet«M *e."

:••' 5 ' • i ■ &.$* ¡ • v ’ ' , . - . ;• -

& m ***» z  to m & k im . se *  2S5* * &  s£

1T7X, 10.) A tetier vrlitea ww«r*X peer» tecfcer e«*wsu*» 4» ttós Jud$- 
want, and »Mt that th» huye *** U#.tad nî htly *axo«j& tdwn ttk» 
Macm «bia**.w (Dr, üoUm  ttfen»** fe* wtllieei Crome, ltav«ifo*r 9#

loan ^ 13̂  A4v«rtta*r. bwever, *M£0e*t* th»t I f  1* *  straet* w t

uaife*«íly illunim ted le  Iba ITfO*** pwb»í» tij.i® «ftifocmltsgr bad beeo
í \ , *'. - __

lo*b V  tb* «Morí/ 1790**. a »  £g¡ÉÓÉNt í*»  ¿3*pt*Mt»r 99, X79X# 

etete» th*t v "
, ■; .̂-v. ’ ■. - ■ ¿a/'.; ■ *■ : .. V> .. ; '...

tb* ll& itln g iC  ca*sr * í  ^ur «tráete adadtá. te mprov*-
aM t, pk> ) ., >;« i<m p>»dKñielentkr aamrom i titt u * -
pl*ft*d «t eueh utMNjael áistmaem, tbet at ee* ttea you 
are dataled, «nd tb* nexi asiaete yeu «re X*rt te  total

.'.I ter^nee*.

Xa 3£d$# beeever, the apinta te ene* «3*1» e^reGaed t3mt th» Street*

ver* *e*U  United at «ItM" Md *kept rmarbiHy ele«».” (J. Mor»*,
.■ 7   ̂ ' - W  WV- -V;' ' " í  ■■"

Aaerlcaa tftü/. gssa.# 1305, p. 559#)

Tae atteter « f U j^ttee dmrle«* te«w«*isd «teadlly
" ■ s. , ">'■ l ■ ks. ■' ■ i «  ■-;'*> '■■ ^  ’■

tbrou^owt th* el îteettfcH eentury «ad tete tbe mwtt. te l W ,  ttewe
' "• v . . ■ •:.-* ■* /’ . *> ; '■ . -v ., ...̂ -̂ .r ;v’ ■̂ > *■- '■ • . ■

v«e32o. ydiiiff ln  tía» *tpe*te* «Jttefp «■ * !«*•» «r te * eftlr



(Qberholtser, I, 230) . By 1T9*»# this ranber had «ore than doubled,
’ ' •» ./ /.. V  ' -x *. • * . »•:[ . , »‘r.-Vi’: ’ " ^  >*’./ • *

with 6iC public lamp* nightly Illuminating the streets of the city . 

(B. Davie*, Soma Acccw ta  of Fhil adelrhja. p. 26.)

Fuel V«ed la «nd Design g f Public Uaj/3, -The c ity  lamps of 

the eighteenth end early nineteenth centuries burned sperm o il a#
». ••'.* : • A 1* ..A  ̂ / A:. A' V.“ • .;,\A .r. »'- , A

their llluslnMftt. Other types of illuHlaants vere tallow, beeswax
’• .... j| ’ ■ ■" „ *v ’ & i } ■ •’ :.T ' «Svffip;

eeadlee, spermaceti candles, rapewaed o il, linseed o il, olive o il,

and lard o il. the o ils , sperm alone exempted, are not knows to have

been used to  any considerable extent la  Philadelphia. Candle® were
' --'A. . ■ A.” A ¿A/ A! • '' ' 'A vy A -"A, •• • A ^ 'A  - . ..

but no ease eeu be me4e for their place In street light in«. A wide­

spread tra ffic  la spermaceti products had sprung up la  the colonies 

long before the Revolution, leading to a combine with agents In Phils-
't ’• . • . A A '' r- v A ■ ■} *■  V:i'’ A-’A;-AA' ■ * ■ ■; v A."' v ;' v.*v\ y-" : • . ’ AA AA^A''*A'

delphla. (8. A. Bast, Business «atcrartsa in the Americas Revolutionary 

Bra, p. 23«) Qberholtser states In his history of Philadelphia that 

early 1b develojment of the c ity 's  street lighting *'a quantity of o il 

was kept in a vault under the meat market, where i t  emitted a stench 

unpleasant to the nelghborbocvt." (Oberfcoltser, X, 165.) In 1779, *  

higher tax rate was levied «gainst the eltlsene of Philadelphia because 

or the "increase of wetctmm and workmen's wages" sad the "excessivej' •' - / . - < .-• • . • • • i .
high pries of o il and materials." (the Statutes a$ Imxm of XX,
• ' •. •v- -.' ;- ' r ; • -r'»‘n, •i.;. . ' a.‘- i • ■ ,

391«) Ay 17^*, the public lamp» of the c ity  were eemsuaiag 6606 gal-
. ‘

Ions of o il enaually. (B, Davies, atoms Accounts of Ihlladalphia. p. 26. 

In 1610, the captain of the watch was attending at "the old courthouse 

la Market cduraet" where be doled oat the o il and wick to the various 

watdsnwa who were entrusted with lighting the city  lampa. (Oberholtser,



I , 1*31.) Ihuo, the fixture« 1» street leap» fro* an early 4ete ver» 

o il burning In type.

J m m a m  a£ a m i  iags&— ******  « * • flr<*  *•«■ * <*

public llfihtlag In ifelladelphla, the nusfcer of public leap« «rev «teed* 

ily  as a provincial town matured Into the lorgsst and noet sophist1- 

ceted city  In the colonies, with emissaries such as hr. Franklin In 

the fie ld , with a syetee la  operation, laprove— ntm la  l i f t i n g  aere 

considered as they vere developed, »or Old the design renola static*  

Xhus by century's end a atiabar of leap designs had ende their appear- 

•aee on XMlaielphla'e streets. 2t le  aot beyond conception that a 

few of the «>*<* lsmorted i w «  vere « t ill  la  «loos (X llu stn -' ’ T - ■' / ' ' • ' ■
■' - ' '■1 ". •», V- «•" "- Vi ’ ■ .'•’•■'V -v- ' ~’ '*4 !.. . "'•r^'''v ' ’ !■-. ’ ■ ' £  ... , *  • . ■ ••

tlon He. 1) . Then there aere the several versions of the panel led 

leaps Introduced by Franklin end nodlfled to taste and function as the 

century progressed, l i t t le  textual Material concerning their appear­

ance «ad operation has cea» down bo us. However, a wealth of prints 

and engravings of the period provide an abundant source for recreating
N ' ’ * • ; .e'' ■ ■

leaps of the type then in use.

*bm Isape of the period aere either four-aided or hexagonal 

In «hopa. The slapl* four-sided leap, however, was far the sore pro-
• ••' ’ -' ‘ ‘ :■> ' V /-. ■ •'•• - '' ' ■' !■Vi»- %r ’ .•. ’ •’ ••• '":V ‘ • H. -• \ : ' ••' ••’ ' . '-V. ' •' • V* • •• -V *•’>,». . -'r -i .
valent of the two. These le p a  aere constructed of tin , ae aere most 

loops la  the latter half of the el^teenth century. Frequently, the 

tin  ass japanned to prevent rusting.
• .

three distinct sections are evident in these lo ess tha 

natal hood, its  funnel or cap, and the gloss-enclosed lower «action, 

fha hood overhung the lower section end was either flat-panel led or



wmn ahapad yanallai, WM&tim» vlth vanta, ma*«1m s  « lt t  a faingnd top 

to panait accès». Th* g lu «  panai* af th* lover »action m n  four- 

•lie d , wiü*r at th* top «haa tiw botta*. l aaa tlaa* tiw botta* mw an- 

«tiwr gla»« panai, but «ore fraqueatly ma of vantai tin  to promete 

circulation of a ir. Th* fum ai constatad of •  tin  eylindar «wreounted
' " f i *  V--... - — ' .»J ’ ;t: ; r ■ ' ■ . ’ ' ■ ,.î •*.' • • ,'*V '•/£:

with ©ithar *  aballo« or hlgh-erouaed cap. ïhia ta Ma* laap» « I  alao 

vantai. The "original” city  lm p In tiw poeaeselon of Independen«* Wif
4 , • -J ; ’■ • . • ¿v - *” * • , ’ • f «■'. !?*»'•• -, •

(M¿a*ua #63,000) la representativa in ale* and poeaesaes aavarnl of tiw 

faatwn* aanoon ta «U . ita  HoW lam  aie givan ln llluatrstlon Ma. 68.

JtsssmsÊSL sêL tes. ifae#* flKWtfll bsïI**
laap*« m at dlatlaetlva faaturea uare tbalr llltnlnatlng «avio**.

First of a il,  tbey wave «Kguippeâ vlth eup* whieh beld tiw fu al. Th*** 

ara aatabllatwd aarly by a  notion In th* Pennsylvania Oasatta datai 

rabruaxy 1» 1779« that refera to w llfu ll dwnge to oartaJn of tba pub*

H« Imob. an* Motlonii IééW "m m  of *>>* Cuis* vhlch oontaln tiw 

bava bien takan ont and oarrlei o ff."  Th*** eup* ara ballavei ta bava 

bai two or aera branche*, aaeà bmnch holding a wlck. In 1799» tba
... «' «f; . • ':• . '• *

Mai tai atutes Oaaettaar raporteâ «bat tiwra «ere 660 straat U«p* along 

tiw el«y*a straat*, «aeh "eoealstlng of two branches eœh.” (United 

dtataa Cbwattaar. Fhlladalphla, 1799 lphoto*tatî dollars CoUactien,

DBF Papar*, Foliar 391.)

Si n lattar fron willian Couldary to tiw Aaarlaan Htilompb« 

lonl aoclety datai Jaaaaiy 27» 1777» référencé la anda to a "two «peut 

tin  laap." Dcfcaaa'e ü w l w t i t o .  In daaeriblng an axparlmnt lnvolv« 

Ing varioua typa* of Ulualaatlng substances, ewition* a "lsap vlth

9



flv»  M d I vlok*." (Dob*on'ß U , 3EU>

prints miment that ln the larger Im «« four-spouted receptacles vere 

tMMd. In thfto« spout» war- placed vie)» which war* «ad« of otton 

uau&lly« Dobeon Indicata« that numrous w U  l f | Ü  « W  WWtdersd 

nor* efficien t and e ff active than » «ingle lera* one ( ibid*. 9« 320).
■ . . • Vy.v *• . V  > * • ’ • ... •••; •; ... V " ■* •’ V  • ‘ v/..'"* '! ' -'V,Ä f

Benjamin TtmakUn, always interested in the Inprevemat of 

lighting device*, wade on important discovery which increased the 

efficiency of wick tube learç»*, « type ccteaoo In the letter half of the 

eighteenth century. (%sfclng Ughtlng, ». Ihren# exper

M M %  Franklin found that two wick tehee "nM0tf «» e tt*  by side
, * . ’:'V ; •_ V» •- ;r-r-V '•••.,>.* *?• . 'j »’ * - y ,  ■ • •>;....v'; • ."

end a certain dlateaoe apart fave a greater amount of ligh t then would
• ; . .•••.*• \ ' • • } ' , - y . '•* ' ... . . •••■-. •'• - ; •*-*■ ■

be fferalehed by two single-tube lampe." (Ibid*, p. 65) Hile discovery 

wee of l a n e  practical value, wan taken up at ans« end enjoyad great 

popularity aa a  feature of interior lim iting device* far m arly a  een« 

fcury. Certainly, Ita superior design would have ctoraended 1% to the 

gmtleaen «»trusted with providing the e lty  vlth  proper illumination«

two method» of auspendlne the i l iwalanting device am sug-
.

gestad by the evidence at hand. One was described ln 1797 by WiiUast 

Couldrey, mi Sng îahnen, in a letter to the Aaerican ftiiiosajfcicnl 

society te llin g  of hi» inven tico  of a "burner or leu«»...hung on a 

era »  vim " in a glass globe. The other is  to be found in the Serk*» 

leap. I t  com íais of two notched Inga attached to the heod*e underside 

diagonally across fro® on» another, fro» these notches wime were m  

doubt dropped to the eup bedew. Severn! of the Birch prints have linear 

repreeentatlons of this description, the prints alee uuggsst the



906*11iility  or Wires on rigU  «tmemtow dapojppffid r*rtlr« lly  Trm tto
• ;■ < • ~ ..* ' • . *,v.y?; ‘£• : • • , • /''' ■ ;'•.• ••• <fV ' '• "  ̂ •.;
toed to tto cup.

ia m sfm  s£ ite  | | §  j* » *  *  * * *

leaps wet« ottactod w w  usually «1«$!», eonetlnoe tolsft nothing rare
* ’*■ V . ;v : •' ■•'; ̂ .-v ;.U:- •.•'-•*•* ■ -ct .:V. 4̂', ^ v , ‘ - •.■*', ' ; •' - '•-•'

than « pinto turned rod cednr pool that tapered gradually from tottoo» 

to top. to other inetaaoec, the poet woe to too eootlcn», tto  upper 

teleaicoptog fro* tto lower. Below tto  leap wao » ereJWpiee* upon which 

tto  vatotesm rotted his ladder 00 to tentod tto  leap.

Connecting tto lu p  and poet wo« n hraetot. f t  wne of iron 

n« is  «town 1» tto  original act for "«mil#ttoning tto atrest#«" Throo 

ports of «to lighting tori«« vara nomdf w illfu l damage ton« to «to 

"poot, iron, or ottor furniture" of t t o  to p  wo* proscribed wader pwt * 

alty atf fin«, fto  bvaetet» w*e* umially oittor cwwir-stoyod or l*es  

radically curved. By no neon« did o il public lighting fixtures have 

bmotote for la «any inotaneoe «to lantern roots* dtroctly on tto  poo«.

Lighting tori cos «or* ala© froquontly attached to tto top of 

«to city**» vatchboxes. laasga braetotod to walla or other objects eon* 

atitutod tto  leost frequently obeorvod type of public li^htla? towieo.



IvmldüllOEi gmd *iôOû8msûlidatioiîS ■■••■•-:

Curing tíw historie ¿«rite (lîT^-lfîOû) & matear of type*
T ’. ' Y « "  • '  : \  ; ií¿\* '•■ •', ■ ' • • » •  .*• > ' • • • ' .  . ' .V  '. '- \ ‘  . » • * ' * * •  , .  -  .

’ V  * . >. . {V: *■ ' V. ' ' *.•>'»'. .i- *ç .*• .. , .• .i . • •’ V  \  ?

ead deeigí.» of langa war« to be foute ln th» fari ara« «ad tl» fccreet* 

argute it« Mo fewer Uasa atoeteea laags located in or lanedlately 

testetet to ti»  iteli cuín be counted is  early ¿arista. As tí» study 

reveals, isso» were located os istoriar streets te  « i l i  «s tí»  prin­

cipal thorousíiíar-sa. ífcey wro nounteú oa standards, neteteMe*, and

Z» protedlng istoriar lighting * nurlrty of types «te loca­

tion* mbU i tbersfore, be «dalteifclo« It i* to 1» bogad «tot w n y
r-> * V4-V'*’ • ' . •:,••; • • ’ ! / •> ■ • ?>-. 4. ■ . •/ ‘ *■•’ ■ , ; .. v y ‘Y;- ••

loe e tite  within tí»  JPark*s touaterie» s t teiefc » laa* originally wo
'  ?*! V .  ' :f  •- T- 7 r.v ' ■>.'*■£ ' . / . .  r'  » • '■’• ’  • „•' ’  ' •; Y  .- ' v>.  t . _ • . . \

feiLàtkl w i l l  re c e iv e  t  á u u iis a le  Kg m££a*rfc be

scored to teko i t  precisely tía* suso«

Xa «elm Usc «tí»r 4e*igjs-, i t  is  nteomoaied tíast tí»  rolo 

of osifortet# be w ivte  to aAla* fu ll y ls/ vití» kacnm ¿esi# ». A rite  

variety, of obvious isttejirotlirae valu«« c*n be «spoetati to result. 

CcKs^osltte w «| However, to b« eteupuloosly svolate« la  a  few JUxt*~ 

tices ce intarior streets, « U  leaps t e l l  be possible ate ere caci' 

altered jtieblr tesiteble«

She priaelpls of í*u tíwiít lost lag be applied to tí»

laa^e* latwaal features ate act be Halted to ertoroal «ipeerteee.

A ateed âacandeiiCte t bulb would itesarteae tbe effect of a faith fu lly  

wnÉiwâ casia*« Zt is  strongly rreosaendte that a cap type bulb bous­

ing, oraaplsrtc with teck spouts ate wicks, be designed for the leaps ate
•< • ■ ’ j- ■ ^ * ’ ••. . . i -  i* ... •• • >  ,r . • , -í; • . .  .. V • : y. ... V.. - • V -. . ; ■ '•. *

that tete installed i t  be autpoated realistically  by aireo or other



historically aorroet «importa* - th t Wft» eouroe, sfe*»VI t&» 

^pMuvactt of «a o il fofc flam , %o iacluuo color sad *t»po„ but not 

MOc#o««rliy bo Hold to a? o il fl*oo*t î**r condì*& '***•
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Appendix A
Page 1

tl W B t t B l l  Gazette, Bovssfoer 29, 176*0 Kovanfcer 2, X7<A

'KSRiTC K3UNDo Reword.

WKBRBft* * * aom e v il diapoaed Persons did la  the D igit tin» of 
the 2d la st. Hoveaber, w illfu lly  and maliciously brook and destroy tiie 
following publlck lamps belonging to the City of $Mladel®hia, v is.
One opposite Then»» Tilbury*« Door, in ¿lacth~3treot. Two along the 
Friends Burying Ground, In Areh-street. One at the Corner of Arch, an 
the West olde of Fourth-street. One opposite Willie» Jtandley’s , in 
Market-street. One at Rudolph Burner's Door, In Jeaood-street. One 
a t the Corner of £1»  and Third streets. 0ns at the Corner of the Sew 
Presbyterian Church, in Arch-street. One In Arch-street, by Isaac 
Jones's, Ssqj and one In Arch-street, at Joseph Jt U se’ s Door....

tfrsanqylvanla Gazette, February 20, 1772) February 1, 1772

[Reward far anyone giving tnfcm itlon as to the persons who 
broke two of the public lamps In Second ¿treat, between spruce 
and Fine ¿treats.]

l*Sm&X****& SS5««®# January 6,  1773) January 1773'• " .4 . " ■ , • . *r»t; • - *. .jJ- . . . ; ;•■ .. . ' i' Vi >A
f £25 reward offered by Wardens of City for discovering of persons 
who stole] one of the fUBUC XAHto, which was fin a l In Fourth- 
street, between Hi$* and Chestnut-street.

‘ 7 T  ' . y  • -C- . ■•••> ' A

[tOnpeylvanla Gazette. February 26, 1761) February 1761

[£25 reward offered for Infanrotloa leading to arrest and convic­
tion of person or persons who stole two public leaps from Hater
¿treat between Chestnut and walnut and have dacagsd oony others. ]

■ -
. r:. .. ' v ; ' ' 1 t • •'*. '1 • ...

[Burt, Bathanlel. Address on the Washington Mansion (Philo., 1675) ,
p. 16) 1790-1600

• •.Hie oanslon of Washington stood by Itse lf) i t  was a large
double house) few i f  any equal to I t  ore at present In Philadel­
phia. 3he brick of the house was, even in his tla s, dark with
age, and two ancient loop poets, furnished with large lamps, which 

stood in front,. . .
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View of lamp on watchbox before State 
House, from Birch print, 1798, in 
Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Plate No. 21.

Illustration No



Illustration No. 5

Detail of watchbox Lamp before State House. 
Note forked bracket and hexagonal shape of 
head, from Birch print 1798, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park,
Plate No. 21.



£35
View of lamp on Market Street in front of 
First Presbyterian Church from Birch print,
1799, in Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Plate No. 9.

Illustration No



Illustration No. 7

Detail of lamp in front of First 
Presbyterian Church. Note crook-shaped 
bracket, location of cross-piece, and 
shape of post. From Birch print, 1799, 
in Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Plate No. 9.



M
l

Lamps in rear view of State House from 
Birch print, 1799, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, 
Plate No. 22.

Illustration No



Illustration No. 9

Detail of lamp over tower doorway of State 
House. Note design of bracket. From 
Birch print, 1799, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, 
Plate No. 22.



Illustration No. 10

Detail of lamp in State House Garden.
Note base of post and attachment between 
post and head of lamp. From Birch print, 
1799, in Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Plate No. 22.



View of lamp in front of Walnut Street 
Jail from Birch print, 1799, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park 
Plate No. 24.

Illustration No. 11



Illustration No. 12

Detail of lamp in front of Walnut Street 
Jail. Note base of post, crook-shaped 
bracket and point of attachment to lamp, 
cup-shaped fixture inside lamp. From 
Birch print, 1799, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, 
Plate No. 24.



View of lamp over front door of First 
Bank of the United States from Birth 
print, 1799, in Collection, Independence 
National Historical Park, Plate No. 17.

Illustration No. 13



Illustration No. 14

Detail of lamp over door of First Bank of 
the United States. Note great size and 
hexagonal shape of lamp, design of bracket 
and emblem over funnel. Panel sides do 
not taper. From Birch print, 1799, in 
Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Plate No. 17.



View of lamps in market shed in High Street 
from Birch print, 1799, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Bark, Plate 
No. 10. Note brackets of lamps in background.

Illustration No. 15



Illustration No. 16

Detail of lamp in market shed on High 
Street. Note double or perhaps four- 
branch lighting fixture in lamp. Also 
note undercarriage. From Birch print, 
1799, in Collection, Independence 
National Historical Park, Plate No. 10.



View of lamp at west end of market shed on High 
Street from Birch print, 1799, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, Plate No. 11.

Illustration No. 17



Illustration No. 18

Detail of lamp at west end of market sheds 
on High Street. Note bracket with curved 
member, design of lamp head and fixture. 
Also variation in undercarriage from other 
lamps shown in Illustration No. 15. This 
has appearance of handle and suggests lamp 
was retractable. Hood appears to have 
vent as does funnel. From Birch print, 
1799, in Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Plate No. 11.



View of lamps on Arch Street from Birch 
print, 1799, in Collection, Independence 
National Historical Park, Plate No, 4.

Illustration No, 19



Illustration No. 20

Detail of lamp on Arch Street showing 
crook-shaped bracket, cross-piece, 
vented hexagonal head, funnel with cap, 
and fixture inside. From Birch print, 
1799, in Collection, Independence 
National Historical Park, Plate No. 4.



Illustration No. 21

Details of lamp on Arch-Street showing 
features typical of four-sided heads with 
crook-shaped brackets and plain post.
Note similar lamp in background. From 
Birch print, 1799, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, 
Plate No. 4.



Illustration No. 22

Detail of lamp on watchbox in Arch Street. 
From Birch print, 1799, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, 
Plate No. 4.



View of lamp across Fourth Street from New 
Lutheran Church from Birch print, 1799, in 
Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Plate No. 6.

Illustration No. 23



Illustration No. 24

Detail of lamp across Fourth Street from 
New Lutheran Church. Note underslung 
bracket. From Birch print, 1799, in 
Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Plate No. 6.



View of lamps in front of Congress Hall 
from Hirch print, 1800, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, 
Plate No. 20.

Illustration No. 25



Illustration No. 26

Detail of lamp in front of Congress Hall. 
Note crook-shaped bracket and point of 
attachment to lamp head. Typical four­
sided lamp is on plain post. From Birch 
print, 1800, in Collection, Independence 
National Historical Park, Plate No. 20.



Illustration No. 27

Detail of lamp at corner of Sixth Street 
in front of Congress Hall. Note crook­
shaped bracket and point of attachment 
to lamp head. This too is typical four­
sided lamp on plain post. From Birch 
print, 1800, in Collection, Independence 
National Historical Park, Plate No, 20.



View of lamps in vicinity of Robert Morris' 
unfinished house on Chestnut Street, from 
Birch print, 1800, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, Plate 
No. 14. Note watchman with ladder and oil 
can making rounds of lamps.

Illustration No. 28



Illustration No. 29

Detail of lamp in vicinity of Robert Morris' 
unfinished house. Note vented "s"-curved 
hood, funnel with high-crowned fixture in 
lamp, and design of attachment to watchbox. 
From Birch print, 1800, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park,
Plate No. 14.
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Illustration No. 30

Detail of lamp in vicinity of Robert Morris' 
unfinished house. Note location of cross­
piece at post and bracketed, also suggestion 
of vent. Other characteristics of four­
sided lamps with crook-shaped bracket are 
present. From Birch print, 1800, in 
Collection, Independence National Historical 
Park, Plate No. 14.



View of lamp in front of Old Lutheran 
Church on Fifth Street. From Birch 
print, 1800, in Collection, Independence 
National Historical Park, plate No. 7.

Illustration No. 31



Illustration No. 32

Detail of lamp in front of Old Lutheran 
Church. Lamp is attached to post directly 
without curved bracket. From Birch print, 
1800, in Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, plate No. 7.
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View of lamp on Chestnut Street, 1800, from Thomas 
Birch print. Photograph in Independence National 
Historical Park files, negative No. 1724.

Illustration No. 33



Illustration No. 34

Detail of lamp on Chestnut Street.
Note design of bracket and post with 
bolt to hold cross-piece. From Thomas 
Birch print; photograph in Independence 
National Historical Park files, negative 
No. 1724.



*

Lamps in front of Walnut Street Jail 
c. 1804, from Birch print. Photograph 
TiT Independence National Historical 
Park files, Negative No. 422.

Illustration No. 35



Illustration No. 36

Detail of lamp in front of Walnut Street 
Jail. Note configuration of bracket and 
point of attachment. Also shape of funnel 
and suggestion of finial atop it. Hood 
is "s"-shaped with vents. Plain wooden 
post has cap, perhaps to prevent splitting. 
From Birch print; photograph in Independence 
National Historical Park files, negative 
No. 422.



View of lamp on Second Street in front 
of Christ Church, from 1811 painting by 
William Strickland, in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, 
Museum No. 1126.

Illustration No. 37



Illustration No. 38

Detail of lamp on Second Street, in front 
of Christ Church, showing "s"-shaped hood, 
crook-shaped bracket, cross-piece above 
post, and high-crowned funnel cap, from 
1811 painting by William Strickland, in 
Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Museum No. 1126.



Illustration No. 39

•■Worldly Kolk" Questioning Chimney Sweeps before Christ Church

View of lamp on Second Street across 
from Christ Church from favel P. Svin'in 
watercolor c. 1811. Photographed from 
reproduction in Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography, LWV, following
p. 24.



Illustration No. 40

Detail of lamp in Svin'in watercolor is definite 
as to several of installation's features. Note 
especially double-branch fixture in lamp, shape 
of lamp head including vented "s"-shaped hood, 
vents in funnel, shape of cap and its finial. 
Note also bracket and location and design of 
cross-piece. Post has cap with moldings, but 
is in other respects typical. Photograph from 
reproduction in Pennsylvania Magazine of History 
and Biography, LXXV, following p. 24.



View of lamp in front of Independence Hall and 
Congress Hall from Krimmel print, 1815, in 
Collection, Independence National Historical 
Park; photograph in Park files, negative CN 
17074.

Illustration No. 41



Illustration No. 42

Detail of lamps on front of Independence 
Hall. Note bracket of lamp over front 
doorway. From Krimmel print, 1815, in 
Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park; photograph in Park 
files, negative CN 17074.



Illustration No. 43

Detail of lamp on sidewalk in front of 
Congress Hall. Note crook-shaped bracket, 
cross-piece, standard, and contour of 
hood and funnel cap. From Krimmel print, 
1815, in Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park; photograph in Park files, 
negative CN 17074.



Illustration No. 44

Detail of lamp in f ront of Independence 
Hall. From Krimmel print, 1815, in 
Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park; photograph in Park 
files, negative CN 17074.



Illustration No. 45

Detail of lamp in front of West Mills 
Building showing very different 
characteristics from more conventional 
types. Note especially enriched 
standard, type of bracket, rectangular 
glass panels, and funnel. From Krimmel 
print, 1815, in Collection, Independence 
National Historical Park; photograph in 
Park files, negative CN 17074.



View of lamp next to Lafayette Arch, ĉ _ 1824, 
from S. H. Kneass watercolor sketch from 
Collection, Independence National Historical 
Park, Museum SN 14.001.

Illustration No. 46



Illustration No. 47

Detail of lamp next to Lafayette Arch 
showing right angle bracket, cross-piece 
and wires and cup in lamp. From S. H. 
Kneass watercolor sketch in Collection, 
Independence National Historical Park, 
Museum SN 14.001.



View of camp across from Bank of Pennsylvania, 
c. 1830, from engraving by Wm. E. Tucker based 
on drawing by George Strickland. Photograph 
from Park files, negative No. 2162.

Illustration No. 48



Illustration No. 49

Detail of lamp across from Bank of 
Pennsylvania. Note appearance of cup. 
From engraving by Wm. E. Tucker based on 
drawing by George Strickland.
Photograph from Park files, negative No. 
2162.



View of lamp in front of President's House on Market 
Street at Ninth when occupied by University of 
Pennsylvania, from engraving by William Strickland, 
c. 1830. Photograph in Independence National 
Historical Park files, negative No. 301.

Illustration No. 50



Illustration No. 51

Detail of lamp in vicinity of President's 
House. Note contour of lamp's hood, 
curvature of bracket, position of cross­
piece, and plain post. From engraving 
by William Strickland, c_̂  1830.
Photograph in Independence Historical 
Park files, negative No. 301.



HM

View of First Town Hall or Old Court House on Market 
Street at Second, 1830. Photograph in Independence 
National Historical Park Collection, negative No. CN 13112.

Illustration No. 52



Illustration No. 53

Detail of lamp on corner of Market Street 
at Second. Note the appearance of the 
funnel and the crook-shaped bracket with 
cross-piece. Photograph in Independence 
National Historical Park files, negative 
No. CN 13112.



View of a night watchman making his rounds, c^_1830. 
(See E. P. Oberholtzer, Philadelphia: A History of 
the City and its People, II, 298.)

Illustration No. 54



Illustration No. 55

Detail of lamp surmounting watchbox. 
(See E. P. Oberholtzer, Philadelphia: A 
History of the City and its People. I] 
29875---------------------------------------------L



Illustration No. 56

Detail of lamp located at edge of footway 
on the corner. Note attachment between 
post and head of lamp, position of cross­
piece, and funnel atop lamp. (See E. P. 
Oberholtzer, Philadelphia: A_ History of 
the City and its People, II, 298.)



View of the United States Bank drawn by C. Burton 
and engraved and printed by Fener & Co., published 
1831. From Collection, Independence National 
Historical Park, Museum No. 1127. Also, photograph 
in Park files, negative No. 5381B.

Illustration No. 57



Illustration No. 58

Detail of lamp bracketed to iron fence 
adjoining United States Pank. Note 
especially the manner in which the bracket 
attaches the standard with its cross-piece 
to the fence. Note also the pyramidal 
shape of the hood, the funnel atop it, 
and the suggestion of a suspended lighting 
apparatus inside. Photograph, Independence 
National Historical Park files, negative 
No. 5381B.



View of the Philadelphia Exchange, drawn by 
W, Strickland and engraved by J. Sartain, 
c♦ 1834-40. Photograph in Independence 
National Historical Park files, negative No. 
1692.

Illustration No. 59



Illustration No. 60

Detail from engraving of Philadelphia 
Exchange showing lighting device fixed 
atop watchbox. Note four-sided lamp 
with parallel glass panes, curvature 
of hood, funnel with conical shaped cup, 
and finial at apex of the fixture. 
Photograph in Independence National 
Historical Park files, negative No. 1692.



View from Drawbridge Wharf, 1835, from a watercolor 
by W. J. Breton. Photograph in Independence National 
Historical Park files, negative No. A-2204.

Illustration No. 61



Illustration No. 62

Detail of lamp located near Drawbridge Wharf. 
Note curvature of vented hood and the funnel 
with cap. Note appearance of bracket joining 
lamp to post, and point of attachment between 
lamp and bracket. Photograph in Independence 
National Historical Park files, negative No.
A-2204.



View of Sanderson's Franklin House on Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Drawn and engraved by John Ruben ¿»mith, 
c. 1838. Photograph from Independence National 
Historical Park files, negative No. 213.

Illustration No. 63



Detail of lamp attached to building across the 
street from Sanderson's Franklin House. Note 
manner in which lamp is bracketed to building. 
Note curvature of glass paned hood, and the 
funnel surmounted by cap with finial.
Photograph from Independence National Historical 
Park files, negative No. 213.

Illustration No. 64
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Illustration No. 65

Detail of lamps along Chestnut Street in 
vicinity of Sanderson's Franklin House. 
Note that hoods of all lamps appear to be 
of glass, and that heads rest directly 
upon standards. Note also the uniform 
placement of public lamps along Chestnut 
Street. Photograph from Independence 
National Historical Park files, negative 
No. 213.



Illustration No. 66

Photograph of old watchbox in yard of Friends 
Meeting House, Arch Street at Third. This 
watchbox was located at Eighth and Walnut 
Streets until 1850. Photograph from 
Independence National Historical Park files, 
negative No. 1405.



Illustration No. 67

Detail from photograph showing lighting 
device atop old watchbox. Note hexagonal 
shape and rectangular glass panes. 
Photograph from Independence National 
Historical Park files, negative No. 1405.



Illustration No. 68

1 2 lo

rO lO O

..Originai Citg Lamp
-  __ " i S> rh. Len raaj

Stale 3* . i l o -

Sq
ua

re 
- R

jou
nd


