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Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Architectural 
Data Section, Structural Rehabilitation of Steeple, 
Independence Hall

The Division of History and Archeology and the Division of 

Architecture have reviewed the subject report and concur with 

your recommendation. I have approved the report this date.

A. Clark Stratton

cc:
Chief, EODC (2) 
Superintendent, Independence
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Northeast Ragion 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

February 13, 1963 1/j!-^
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Mtaoraodua

let Director

Front Regional Director

Subjectt Historic Structures Report, Part XIX, Rehabilitation of 
Exterior Tower Woodwork, Independence Hell, Independence

We ere forwarding a copy of the subject report which has been reviewed

end approved, by this office.

(Sgd.) George A. Palmer .V’ ; ■ • ‘ -
: j  r . u ’t Regional Director

Enclosure

act
Chief, EtffiC 
Supt., Independence
BGreen
General
Daily
Area



HegX'On f i v e  
142 South Third Streat

r fixiSU'ii5i.pOX■& V s Fas

September 14, I9 6 0

M esoraadue
To; Super!t>.6sndent, Ijvdefiaadaacv

/ri-i->W<i|isgxo'aaI M re e to r
S u b je c t;  H is to r ic  g -tru e tu sse  Report, ? a r t  X. S appiaw fit. i 

K e iia b iii ta tto ;*  e f I x te r io i r  Woosteork, IisdepaM entv 
H a ll Tower

The s u b je c t  report is racoas-ienclad t o r  approval.

hgv .• > v. ■.■'•;■.{: h";: ' ,-?!••■'TV- >h. yjft|»,iy‘,HiiyWiiiS*|l : '.

Acting Assisijintkegionai Director

1, n du -¿i i i c at e
fjg ffl: '= d i r e c t o r

C hief., EODC

M HN elligan/cp
G eneral
D aily



IN  R E P L Y  R E F E R  T O :

H30

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIO NAL PARK SERVICE 

Eastern Office
Division of Design and Construction 

Philadelphia 6, Pa.

•August 26, I960

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Five

REGION FIVE

J AUG 2  9  1 9 6 0

INITIAL
AND

DATE

R E G . D IR E C T O R

ASST. REG D IR .

✓ i
Ity - r r^ n n i-T .

A D M .

REC RES. P LA N

R A N G E R  A C T  S

~\££rr

From: Acting Chief, EODC

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Supplement I 
Rehabilitation of Exterior Woodwork, Independence 
Hall Tower —

We recognize that the Park maintenance staff was on the point of 
repairing and repainting the tower and steeple in 1958, but that 
the emergency work at Congress Hall diverted them. It is unfor­
tunate that such a long time has lapsed since the steeple and 
tower woodwork was last painted. Perhaps the extensive repairs now 
going on would not have been necessary if repainting had been done 
(every three years was recommended in Architect Lukens* 1951 report, 
p. 16) on a maintenance schedule. We trust that such a schedule 
is now being worked out at the Park and will be provided for and 
carried out from now on.

In the joint report of Architects Coryell and Wistar of June 30, I960 
they stressed that it would not be "advisable,...to rip out and 
replace flashing which is in sound condition." We agree with their 
recommendation but note in Chapter I, Section 2, page 2 of the 
August, 1960 report that it is intended to "Replace all flashings 
and sheet metal."

We would like to see a breakdown of the $30,000 estimat

We are pleased to find that the report's recommendation 
each piece of wood replaced is being carried out.

l iteti ?

o date

Architect George Wrenn is learning a great deal about the tower

Info
OPERATIONS

Act

Initial
and
Date

Lands
Engineer

/
■w*1-. '•"■ri

Land Archi
Programs

i / i



and steeple. We are grateful for the co-operation he has received 
Mr. Wreim is preparing a draft of an Historic Structures Report 
now. We hope to submit it early in September.

Copy to: The Director
Supt., Independence
Chief of Design and Construction 2



IN  R E P L Y  R E F E R  T O :

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Washington  25, D. C.

August 25, i 960

H30-DCA

1

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Five

From: Acting Chief Architect

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Supplement 1, 
Rehabilitation of Exterior Woodwork, Independence 
Hall Tower, Independence

The Historic Structures Report, Part I, Supplement 1, Rehabilitation 

of Exterior Woodwork, Independence Hall Tower, Independence National 

Historical Park, has been reviewed by the interested Divisions in 

the Washington Office and is recommended for approval.

E. Smith 
Acting Chief Architect

Chief, EODC (2) 
Supt., Independence

Copy to:



legion Five 

Philadelphia fi, Fa.

June 22» i960

Msassraadusn

To: Superinteadeat, Independence

Pros: Regional Director

Subject: H is to r ic  Structures lep o r i»  Part I , Supplement l*  
ftehabil i t a t i  or* o f  E x ter io r  Voodsork, Inéep«sié«s€*
Ita li B a ll Tower

la further reference to your stanoraadasi oi June £ to Chief» E€®C» 
and in accordance with FO ii«5S and Section 303, Chapter 3» 
Building Construction Handbook, an approved Historic Structures 
Report and drawings will bn required prior to initiation of the 
rehabilitation proposed in your »«aoraadua. For the work proposed, 
a supplement to fart 1 will serve the purpose, ia m t  opinion. It 
should of course include the inspection report prepared by Messrs. 
Coryell aad Vistar, in addition to the usuai Adtalni et rati ve and 
Historical Data Sections.

ftî ll. imgU'é^ima - ’

Esgioaal p irac u o t

In duplicate

Copy to: Director
chief, m m

ItiQUè

\s
.Area'? >■.. 
Fragriti!* • ?



Historic Structures Repo« , «  J . ^
Rehabilitation of Exterio

Sup p1ement 
, ind. Hall

1,Tower.

roMMENTS DUE 9/1/60

T INTERPRETATION.

OPERATIONS
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Region Five 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia 4, Pa.

August 19, 1960
•f / <y

1.

To: Director

FrcnftcUug Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Fart 1, Suppl 
Rehabilitation of Exterior Woodwork,
Hall Tower

Attached in duplicate for your review and cceauntt is the Historic 
Structures Report, Fart Z, Supplement!,Rehabilitation of Exterior 
Woodwork, Independence Hall Tower, la line with our wenorendue 
of June 22, we have added the inspection report prepared by Architects 
Coryell and VIstar dated June 30.

s should be subeitted by Sept caber 1, I960.

($gd) I. Carlisle Crouch 
Acting Regional Director

la duplicate

Copy to: Chief,
C a a —td*>upt *9

CPassarelli/lh

General
Daily
Area
Programs

EODC w/report
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Memorandum

IN R E P L Y  R E F E R  T O :

U N IT E D  STATES
D E P A R T M E N T  O F TH E  IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Independence National Historical Park 
420 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

August 12, 1960

1 REGION FIVE

AUG 1 6 1 9 6 0

1 INITIAI
1 AND

)  DATE

—
R EG . D IR E C T O R

A SS T. REG  D IR .

O P E R A T IO N S

p 'iN T F B P ffF T im n il .

A D M !
REC RES. P L A N .

R A N G E R  A C T 'S

To: Regional Director, Region Five

From: Superintendent, Independence

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Supplement 1,
Rehabilitation of Exterior Woodwork, Independence 
Hall Tower

Enclosed in quadruplicate for your review and distribution is
a /

the Historic Structures Report, Part I, Supplement 1, Rehabilita-

tion of Exterior Woodwork, Independence Hall Tower.

Superintendent

Enclosures (4)



SIGNATURE SHEET 

RECOttBim

Director
^  ^  to V^/C

Murray ^elligan
r e s s t a r ^

UyOsaZ

Ciict astern office, Dio. of Design i Construction

A g g . m
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IN  R E P L Y  R E F E R  T O :
H30

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIO NAL PARK SERVICE

Eastern Office
Division of Design and Construction 

Philadelphia 6, Pa.

June 30, I960

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Five
Chief, EODC

From: Architects Coryell and Wistar

Subject: Joint Report - Inspection of Exterior of Tower of 
Independence Hall

In compliance with the Regional Director’s suggestion in his 
memorandum to the Superintendent of June 22, Architects Coryell 
of the Region and Wistar of EODC made a joint inspection of the 
exterior woodwork of the tower of Independence Hall which is 
proposed for immediate rehabilitation by the Park.

It is agreed that the entire exterior of the tower is in urgent 
need of repainting and should be done before the ravages of another 
winter take its toll.

It is also agreed that the proper procedure requires the removal of 
the present paint from all woodwork. At this time the condition 
of the fabric should be carefully examined. Unsound wood should 
be replaced and deteriorated flashing should be renewed. Any 
flashing which is improperly set or with insufficient lap or coverage 
should also be corrected at this time. We do not think it advisable, 
on the other hand to rip out and replace flashing which is in 
sound condition.

From a cursory inspection the condition of the metal coverings to 
the pent roofs renewed in 1951 appears to be in sound condition 
and it is not considered advisable to replace these if closer 
investigation proves these coverings can be put in weathertite 
condition by repair of flashings and repainting. The wood balustrade 
requires attention.



It is noted that the weatherboarding covering the tier immediately 
below the belfry is of recent design and should be replaced by 
boards in keeping with the Strickland period.

L. B. Coryell 
Architect

^ < ¿ ^ 0  C ^ F-
Thoraas Wistar, Jr. 
Architect


